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PREFACE. 


The  documents  in  this  volume  refer  to  the  period 
between  the  Armistice  which  followed  the  battle  of 
Toulouse,  and  the  termination  of  the  duties  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  as  British  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
C  ongress  of  Vienna  at  the  end  of  March,  1815,  when 
His  Grace  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
armies  in  the  Low  Countries. 

Some  letters  of  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  Louis  XVIII.,  Murat  King  of  Naples, 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  Earl 
Bathurst,  and  other  distinguished  persons,  are  given 
for  the  elucidation  of  diplomatic  and  public  trans- 
actions in  which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was 
engaged. 

Londoriy  Juve,  1862. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  DESPATCHES. 


CHAPTER  VIL— FRANCE  AND  THE  POLL 
TICAL  SETTLEMENT  OF  EUROPE. 


CONDITIONS  UPON  WHICH  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  DUNDAS  IS  [  763.  ] 
AUTHORIZED  TO  CONCLUDE  A  SUSPENSION  OP  HOSTILITIES 
BETWEEN  THE  ALLIED  FORCES  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF 
FIELD  MARSHAL  THE  MARQUESS  OF  WELLINGTON,  AND  THE 
TROOPS  UNDER  THE  ORDERS  OF  BRIGADIER-OENERAL 
LOVERDO. 

Toulouse,  15th  April,  1814. 

1.  The  country  occupied  by  the  troops  under  the  orders  of 
Brigadier-General  Loverdo  is  to  have  for  its  boundary  the  course 
of  the  river  Tarn,  from  Villebrunnier  to  the  junction  of  the  Tarn 
with  the  Garonne. 

2.  The  only  deviation  from  this  line  is  to  be  at  the  town  of 
Montauban,  where  Brigadier-General  Loverdo's  posts  may  be 
extended,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tarn,  to  the  distance  of  three 
quarters  of  a  league  from  the  bridge  of  Montauban. 

3.  Above  the  town  of  Villebrunnier  the  boundary  is  to  follow 
the  limits  of  the  department  of  Tarn  et  Garonne^  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Tarn. 

4.  Below  the  junction  of  the  river  Tarn  with  the  Garonne  the 
boundary  is  in  like  manner  to  follow  the  limits  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Tarn  et  Garonne,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Garonne. 

5.  Although  this  boundary  touches  the  right  bank  of  the 
Garonne,  the  navigation  of  that  river  is  to  be  perfectly  free  to 
the  Allied  army,  and  every  facility  and  security  is  to  be  afforded 
to  the  boats  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Allied  army  upon 
that  river. 

6.  The  passage  of  couriers  by  the  great  roads  to  and  from 
Paris  and  Bordeaux  is  to  be  free  and  secure  through  the  country 
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occupied  by  the    troops   under  Brigadier-General  Loverdo's 
orders. 

7.  The  passage  of  couriers  is  also  to  be  free  and  secure 
through  the  country  occupied  by  the  Allied  army,  except  to  such 
parts  of  France  or  to  such  armies  as  have  not  acknowledged  and 
accepted  the  Constitution  of  the  6th  of  April,  1814. 

8.  The  suspension  of  hostilities  is  to  commence  from  the  sig- 
nature of  the  conditions  by  the  officers  appointed  to  settle  them. 

9.  In  the  event  of  unforeseen  circumstances  leading  to  a  rup- 
ture of  the  armistice,  six  days'  notice  is  to  be  given  to  the  Mar- 
quess of  Wellington  at  his  head-quarters,  and  to  Brigadier- 
General  Loverdo  at  Montauban,  before  hostilities  are  recom- 
menced. 

Wellington. 


Major-Oen.  the  Eon,  C.  CdvtUe  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of 

Wellington* 

'My  Lord  Boucaut,  15th  April,  1814. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  by  the  return  of  the  casualties  of  yesterday, 
transmitted  by  this  same  opportunity  to  the  Adjutant-General,  your  Lord- 
ship will  find  their  amount  infinitely  to  exceed  the  rough  calculation 
made  of  it. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  also  considerable. 

I  have  now  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  Major-General 
Howard's  statement,  promised  in  my  report  of  yesterday. 

To  Captain  Forster's  name,  of  the  38th  Regiment,  favourably  spoken  of 
therein,  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  of  a  gallant  and  zealous  young  officer, 
Ensign  Oliver,  of  the  same  regiment,  on  the  representation  made  me  of  his 
conduct  in  the  course  of  his  duty  here  by  Major-Genefal  Hinuber. 

I  further  do  myself  the  honour  of  laying  before  your  Lordship  the  copy 
of  a  letter  I  am  about  to  send  in  to  the  Governor  of  Bayonne,  who  is 
(perhaps  at  the  instigation  of  General  Abb^)  firing  with  the  greatest  bitter- 
ness at  us  at  this  moment. 

The  concluding  paragraph  will  account  for  my  differing  in  this  from  the 
example  of  Sir  John  Hope,  for  which  I  must  always  have  such  high 
respect,  and  who  wished  in  this  to  wait  your  Lordship's  instructions.  The 
fiact  is,  that  within  I  believe  at  one  point  not  more  than  250  yards  from 
their  works,  tftiey  can  sortie  upon  us  so  suddenly  and  in  such  force  as 
we  must  be  liable  in  the  first  instance  to  give  way  to ;  though,  as  in  the 
case  of  yesterday  (but  with  a  heavy  expense  of  men,  to  be  grudged  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  war),  we  can  have  no  doubt  of  being 
always  able  to  recover  the  ground  lost. 

I  most  respectfully  hope  your  Lordship  will  not  disapprove  the  opinion  I 
have  formed  or  the  sentiments  I  here  express. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Elphinstone  desires  me  to  report  that  his  stores  are 
all  ready  for  a  siege. 


Apbil,  1814.         TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OP  BAYONNE.  S 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hartman  infonns  me  that  his  reports  of  progress  go 
off  daily  to  head-quarters,  but  that  it  will  take  a  fortnight  to  hring  up  the 
battering-train  after  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  order  to  put  it  in  motion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Ghables  Colville. 

[Enclosube.] 

Major^Oen,  the  Hon,  C.  CdviUe  to  General  (^  Divisian  Baron  TTiouvenot, 

Sir,  Camp  before  Bajonne,  15th  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  a  person,  calling  himself  Richard 
Lataste,  arriving  from  Bordeaux,  has  just  delivered  to  me  one  letter  for  your 
Excellency  from  M.  Jean  Batevat  and  three  others  for  inhabitants  of  Bayonne, 
and  which  letters  he  assures  me,  being  sealed,  were  sent  in  the  conviction 
that  your  garrison  had  already  acceded  to  the  decree  of  the  Senate  of  the  2nd 
of  April. 

What  that  decree  was,  if  you  are  yet  ignorant  of  it,  will,  if  you  choose,  be 
made  known  to  you  by  the  '  Joumaux  de  Paris '  to  the  9th  instant,  which  thai 
said  gentleman  has  brought  with  him. 

I  am  assured  so  confidently  in  my  own  mind  of  the  correctness  of  what  these 
papers  contain,  that  I  will  not  even  object  to  send  your  Excellency  the  letteri^ 
though  sealed,  and  consequently  a  deviation  from  usual  military  precaution, 
provided  you  at  the  same  time  receive  the  newspapers  alluded  to. 

On  this  subject  I  judge  it  only  necessaiy  to  add  what  it  would  be  an 
unmeaning  affectation  of  delicacy  to  conceal,  that  I  have  a  letter  from  the 
Marquess  of  Wellington,  dated  at  Toulouse  on  the  12th  instant 

I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  offering  those  proo&  of  the  total  revolution 
in  the  government  of  France  which,  if  received  by  your  Excellency  at  an 
earlier  period,  might  have  saved  that  unneoessaiy  effusion  of  the  blood  of  both 
nations  which  took  place  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Ghables  Oolvillb. 

P.S.  Your  Excellency  may  be  assured  that  to  anything  that  may  come  to 
me  through  you  from  lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Hope,  the  most  reqpectfiil 
consideration  wiU  be  paid. 


Lteut,"  Oen,  the  Earl  <^  JkUhotuie  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquees  of 

Wellington, 

Mt  Lobd,  Bordeaoz,  15th  April,  1814. 

As  Fremantle  proceeds  to-day  to  your  head-quarters,  I  take  the  oppor- 
tunity to  state  Oeneral  Decaen's  arrival  on  the  13th,  at  night,  at  Liboumo 
with  6000  men  and  15  pieces  of  artillery,  detached  lay  Augereau,  and  under 
promise  of  entering  Bordeaux.  I  have  withdrawn  across  the  Dordogne  at 
St.  Andrd  de  Cubsac,  and,  in  answer  to  an  ofiBcer  sent  to  me  this  morning 
by  Decaen,  I  have  given  Colonel  Gkurdiner  power  to  treat  upon  a  suspension 
of  hostilities  on  the  terms  herewith  endoeed* 
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I  am  told  he  himself  is  disposed  to  adhere,  and  has  written  so  to  Paris, 
but  that  his  troops  are  riotous. 

I  will  not  give  up  the  left  bank  of  the  Dordogne  without  your  Lordship's 
orders. 

Lieutenant-CJolonel  Campbell  reports  from  N^rac  that  the  partisan 
Florian  still  ipterrupts  his  communications.  I  have  ordered  the  Chasseurs 
Britanniques  to  Bazas  and  Castel  Jaloux,  if  Lieu tenan^  Colonel  du  Hautoy 
shall  find  it  necessary. 

I  have  also  sent  some  of  the  proclamations  on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordship's  most  faithfully, 

Dalhousie. 

[Enclosube.] 
Lieut, 'Oen,  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  to  Colonel  Gardiner, 

Sir.  Bordeaaz,  15th  April,  1814. 

By  this  I  give  you  full  power  to  treat  in  my  name  for  a  suspension  of  hos* 
tilities  between  the  corps  of  French  troops  under  General  Decaen  and  tlie 
division  of  the  Allied  army  under  my  command,  upon  the  following  articles : 

1.  That  a  suspension  of  arms  shall  take  place  from  this  day  at  noon  until 
the  30th  of  this  month,  or  further;  the  party  seeing  cause  to  break  it  to  give 
four  da3rs'  notice. 

2.  That  the  river  Dordogne  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation  between  tlie 
troops  of  France  and  the  division  of  the  Allied  army. 

3.  Tliat  my  right  shall  continue  to  occupy  St  Macaire,  with  my  advance  at 
Ita  B^le  and  Sauveterre. 

4.  That  as  the  corps  of  General  L'Huillier  is  under  the  immediate  command 
of  General  Decaen,  the  suspension  signed  with  him  shall  become  void  for  the 
purpose  of  being  renewed  by  (General  Decaen  on  the  proposed  line  of  the 
Dordogne,  leaving  the  free  passage  of  the  river  (excepting  ships  of  war)  to  be 
expressed  in  a  separate  convention  with  the  Admiral  commanding  the  British 
squadron  in  the  river. 

5.  Should  these  proposals  not  prove  satisfactory,  I  will  agree  to  send  any 
other  proposals  Greneral  Decaen  may  make  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  Marquess 
of  Wellington ;  it  being  especially  understood  that  in  the  meanwhile  the  left 
bank  of  the  Dordogne  is  the  advance  of  the  British  division. 

Dalhousie. 


Tlie  Due  d^Angoideme  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Bordeaux,  le  15  Avril,  1814. 

J'ai  eu  le  plaisir  de  recevoir  bier  matin  votre  lettre  du  12,*  avec  les  deux 
pik^es  qui  y  ^toient  inclus.  Je  vous  fais  sincerement  mon  compliment  ct 
sur  la  victoire  que  vous  avez  remportd  le  10,  et  sur  votre  entree  ^  Toulouse. 
J'ai  bien  de  I'empressement  de  pouvoir  m'y  rendre,  mais  je  crains  que  le 
bien  du  service  du  Roi  ne  m'oblige  de  rester  ici.  Vous  apprendrez  avec 
grand  plaisir  par  Fremantle  que  tout  le  monde  porte  la  cocarde  blanche  ^ 
Londres,  particulierement  dans  la  maison  de  Madame  Pole.  J  ai  envoy ^ 
hier  le  Duo  de  Guiche  au  Gdn^ral  Comte  Decaen  k  Liboume,  et  j'en  ai 

*  See  Wellington  Despatches,  1st  edition,  vol.  xi.,  p.  631. 
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T&pi  une  r^ponse  extr^mement  polie.    G*6st  avec  tous  les  sentiments  de  la 
plus  haute  cstime  et  bien  sincere  attachement  que  je  suis,  pour  la  vie,  My 

*  Votre  tr^s  afifectionn^, 

LouiB  Antoike. 


Baron  Baude  to  Meld  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wdlington. 

My  Lobd,  AlW,  le  15  Avril,  1814. 

J'ai  rhonncur  de  pr^venlr  Votre  Excellence  que  le  14  du  courant  j'ai 
r^uni  extraordinairement  aupr^  de  moi  les  principaux  fonctionnaires  de 
Tordre  administratif  rdsidant  dans  cette  villc,  et  que  nous  avons  sign^  uu 
acte  d^adh^sion  aux  d^crets  du  Sdnat  qui  prononcent  la  d^ch^nce  de  Na- 
poleon Buonaparte,  pour  appelerau  trdne  Louis-Stanislas  Xavier  de  France, 
fr^re  du  dernier  Hoi,  et  aprds  lui  les  autres  mcmbres  de  la  maison  de  Bour- 
bon, dans  Tordre  ancien.  J*ai  invitiS  MM.  les  sous-pr^fets  k  me  transmettre 
Texpression  de  leurs  voeux.  Les  maires  et  les  conseils  municipaux  de  toutes 
les  conmiunes  du  d^partement  dont  radministration  m'est  confix  recevront 
la  m^mc  invitation  par  une  circulaire  que  je  leurs  transmets,  et  qui  est  sous 
presse.     L'adh^ion  sera  g^n^rale ;  elle  sera  unanime. 

Dans  un  des  Actes  du  gouvemement  proviso! re  de  la  France  on  lit : — *<  II 
est  permis  d'augurer  que  toute  contr^e  Fran9aise  oil  Ton  aura  suivi  Timpul- 
sion  donn^  par  le  Seuat,  le  Corps  L^slatif,  et  le  gouvemement,  sera  con- 
sidi^r^  comme  ^tant  en  paix  avec  les  puissances  coalis^.  Si  oe  vobu  se 
manifeste  dans  un  ddpartement,  les  troupes  qui  auront  k  le  traverser  pour  les 
operations  de  la  guerre  encore  subsistante  y  passeront  comme  en  pays  ami." 

Ces  paroles  de  paix  aont  consolantes ;  j'ai  cm  qu'elles  me  fesaient  qq 
devoir  de  faire  connaltre  k  Votre  Excellence  les  dispositions  de  tous  les 
fonctionnaires  du  d6partement  du  Tarn,  qui  sent  oelles  de  tous  les  habitans. 

En  vous  donnant,  My  Lord,  le  signal  de  cette  manifestation,  j'ai  pour 
but  de  vous  persuader  que  je  suis  dispose  k  concourir  aux  operations  que 
vous  pourriez  juger  utile  d'ordonner  dans  le  d^partement  du  Tarn.  S'il 
cntrait  done  dans  vos  intentions  d'y  faire  p^n^trer  des  troupes  sous  vos 
ordres,  je  vous  serais  oblig^  de  daigner  m'en  faire  part  en  m'informant  du 
nombre  et  des  points  sur  lesquels  elles  devraient  se  dinger.  Je  m'em- 
presserai  de  prendre  les  mesures  n^cessairea  pour  qu'il  fut  pourvu  a  tous 
leurs  besoins,  et  de  recommander  aux  autorit^s  locales  de  les  recevoir,  et 
de  les  traiter  comme  Ton  re9oit  de  vrais  amis.  J^ai  llionneur  d'assurer 
Votre  Excellence  que  ces  mesures  seront  favorisees  par  M.  le  Gdndral 
Lebondidier,  qui  commando  la  force  armde  du  d^partement. 
Je  suis,  avec  une  haute  consideration, 
My  Lord,  de  Votre  Excellence 

Le  tr^»-humb1e  et  tr^s-obeissant  serviteur, 

Le  Babon  Baude. 

Cette  lettre,  My  Lord,  m'a  demise  a  Votre  Excellence  par  M.  de  Marlin* 
vers,  membre  du  conseil  de  prefecture  du  ddpartement  que  j*administre.  Je 
vous  prie  de  Taocueillir  avec  bontd,  et  de  lui  remettre  la  r^ponse  qu'il  vous 
plaira  de  me  faire. 


6  MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  ARMY.         April,  1814. 


M.  B.  Taulouzette  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  qf  Wellington. 

MONSBIGNEUB,  St.  Sever,  le  15  Avril,  1814. 

Ma  soamission  k  votre  antorit^  fut  pleine  et  euti^re.  D^  rinstant  de 
Totre  entrde  dans  mon  pays  je  me  suis  fait  un  honneur  de  la  reconnoitre  eu 
toute  occasion,  et  un  devoir  de  seconder  voe  intentions  autant  qu'il  a  d^pendu 
de  moi.  Maintenant  les  puissances  alli^  ont  manifesto  leurs  intentions 
en  proclamant  Boi  de  Fnmoe  un  prince  de  la  dynastie  de  Bourbon.  J'ai 
d^  c^er  k  oette  grande  volont^  j'ai  d^  c^er  ^  i'opinion  prononc^  de  la 
capitale,  au  d&ir  de  mes  concitoyens,  enfin  au  voeu  de  mon  oceur. 

J'ai  done  proclam^  Louis  XYIII.  dans  la  ville  de  St.  Sever  et  dans  I'ar- 
rondissement ;  mais  en  mdme  temps,  plein  de  reoonnoissance  pour  la  bont^ 
avec  laquelle  vous  avez  bien  voulu  r^pondre  a  la  oonfianoe  sans  borne  que 
j'ai  en  Yotre  Excellence,  j'ai  cm  devoir  vous  instruire  de  ma  conduite,  et 
par  Ui  vous  donner  une  nouvelle  preuve  de  la  d^f^rence  et  du  respect  pro- 
fond  dont  je  suis  p^^tr^. 

Daignez,  Monseigneur,  agr^r  oet  hommage.  tPaurai  atteint  le  but  que  je 

me  suis  toujours  propos6  si  j'ai  ^le  ^bonheur  d'avoir  fait  ce  qui  pent  vous 

dtre  agr^able. 

Je  suis  avec  respect  de  Yotre  Excellence^ 

Monseigneur, 

Le  tr^humble  et  tr^-ob^issant  serviteur, 

BASQUfiAT  TOULOUZSTTE. 


►4.  ]  Proclamation  No.  45. 

Au  Quartier-G^n^ia],  oe  16me  Avril,  1814 . 

Monsieur  Casasolles,  Sous-Frefet  de  Lombes,  doit  resumer 

ses  fonctions  juaqu'^  Tordre  du  gouvernement  provisoire  de  la 

France.  . 

Wellington. 


56.  ]  ABBANGEMENT  FOB  THE  MOYEMENTS  OF  THE  ABMT  ON  THE 

17th  of  APBIL. 

Toulouse,  16th  April,  1814. 

Sir  Rowland  Hill  will  be  so  good  as  close  up  the  troops  under 
his  immediate  orders  towards  the  front  in  a  more  concentrated 
position,  and  cause  the  British  infantry  under  his  orders  to  en- 
camp. The  2nd  division  of  pontoons  will  also  move  forward  and 
join  Sir  Rowland  Hill. 

'   The  4th  and  6th  divisions  and  Colonel  Vivian's  brigade  of 
caralry  will  more  upon  St  Felix,  and  encamp  in  the  most 
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convenient  situation  in  that  neighbourhood.  These  troops  will 
establish  a  direct  communication  on  their  right  with  the  troops 
under  Sir  Rowland  Hill. 

Marshal  Beresford  will  send  forward  patrols  from  St  Felix 
towards  Castelnaudary,  and  also  towards  ReveL 

The  Hussar  brigade  will  move  upon  Puy  Laurens,  and  com- 
municate on  its  right  with  the  troops  under  Marshal  Beresford 
at  St  Felix.  This  brigade  wiU  send  patrols  to  Castres  and  to 
Revel. 

Major-General  Ponsonby's  brigade  will  move  to  Caraman. 

The  brigade  of  German  Light  Dragoons  will  move  to  Esco- 
pon.  -  7his  brigade  will  send  a  detachment  to  St  Sulpice. 

Head-quarters  will  be  at  Baziige. 

The  Light  division  will  move  at  5  A.M.  by  the  road  of  Carcas- 
sonne, and  will  encamp  beyond  Baziege,  between  that  place  and 
Villefranche. 

The  3rd  division  will  move  at  7  A.M.,  and  will  encamp  also  in 
front  of  Baziege. 

The  brigade  of  Household  cavalry  will  move  from  its  canton- 
ments at  9  A.M.,  and  will  proceed  by  the  great  road  of  Carcas- 
sonne to  Mongiscard.  The  brigade  will  canton  in  the  villages 
between  Mongiscard  and  Castanet,  but  will  not  occupy  Mon- 
giscard. 

Le  corps  d'armee  Espagnol  doit  marcher  demain  par  Fourque- 
veaux  a  la  Bastide,  et  prendra  ses  cantonnements  dans  les  en- 
virons de  ces  deux  villages. 

Wellington. 


The  Marquis  de  VSleneuve  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  Lobd,  Touloiwe^  16  AttU,  1814. 

Le  Marquis  de  Yilleneuvey  qui  a  eu  llionneur  de  voir  ei  d'entretenir 
Yotre  Excellence  h  Grenade,  prend  la  libertd  de  lui  repr^enter  qu'il  parait 
urgent  de  faire  cesser  la  sorte  d'anarchie  oti  la  d^rtion  des  principaux  ad- 
ministrateurs  a  laiss^  ce  d^partement. 

Que  les  effets  de  cet  abandon  deviennent  de  jour  en  jour  plus  sensiUes, 
Burtout  dans  les  sous-prefectures  de  Muret  et  de  St.  Gaudens,  oti  les  par- 
tisans de  Buonaparte  et  de  Soult  remueut  et  agitent  la  multitude. 

Que  dans  les  communes,  les  maires  n'ayant  plus  de  chef  pour  les  dinger 
ou  les  surveiller,  ne  savent  pas,  ne  veulent  pas,  ou  n'osent  pas  reprimer  les 
mauvais  sujets  qui  s'y  trouvent ;  que  les  proclamations  mdme  de  Y.E.  no 
leur  parviennent  pas  avec  exactitude,  et  y  sont  souvent  ou  inconnues  ou 
n6gligto. 
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Que  la  n^oessit^  de  r^rganiser  la  police,  lea  finances,  et  les  autres  branches 
est  sensible. 

Qu'il  parait  d'ailleurs  important  de  donner  sans  dflai  line  direction  cer- 
taine  et  nniforme  ^  Topinion  publiquo  dans  ce  d^partement,  dont  I'exemple 
influe  toujours  sur  les  contr^  voisines. 

Le  Marquis  de  Villeneuve,  animd  du  pins  vif  d6iir  de  servir,  au  moment 
de  la  crise,  son  Roi,  sa  patrie,  et  la  cause  commune,  de  tous  ses  moyens, 
Burtout  en  ce  pays  dont  Tadministration  lui  est  particuli^rement  connue, 
oflfre  k  Votre  Excellence  et  mtoe  sollicite  d'elle  la  grlce  d'exercer  les 
fonctions  de  pr^fet  de  la  Haute-Garonne  provisoirement  et  gratuitement  si 
elle  ifeut,  jusqu'au  quo  S.A.R.  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'Angoultoe  en  ait 
fixd  ddfinitivement  Tadministration. 

De  Votre  Excellence 

Le  trte-humble  et  tr^-ob^issant  scrviteur, 

« 

VlLLKUECrVE. 


Viscount  CastUreagh  to  Colonel  Niel  Campbell, 

giB,  Paris,  16th  April,  1814. 

I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  you  have  been  selected  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government  to  attend  the  late  Chief  of  the  French  government  to 
the  Island  of  Elba.  You  will  be  accompanied  by  an  Austrian  and  Russian 
officet  of  rank ;  you  will  act  in  entire  concert  with  them  in  the  execution 
9f  this  mission,  and  conduct  yourself,  as  far  as  the  circumstances  will  per- 
mit, with  every  proper  respect  and  attention  to  Napoleon,  to  whose  secure 
asylum  in  that  islsuid  it  is  the  wish  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent  to  afford  every  facility  and  protection.  Should  you  experience  any 
interruption,  either  duringjronr  progress  or  after  your  arrival,  from  any  of 
His  Majesty's  officers  by  sea  or  land,  you  will  explain  to  them  the  nature 
of  the  service  with  which  you  are  entrusted,  and  that  you  are  authorized 
by  me  to  signify  to  them  the  Prince  Regent's  commands  that  they  do 
xespect  and  conform  to  such  orders  as  you  may  have  occasion  to  issue  in 
furtherance  of  this  service.  Tou  will  acquaint  Napoleon,  in  suitable  terms 
of  attention,  that  you  are  directed  to  reside  in  the  island  till  farther  orders, 
if  he  should  consider  that  the  presence  of  a  British  officer  can  be  of  use  in 
protecting  the  island  and  his  person  against  insult  or  attack. 

Tou  will  correspond  with  me  in  the  execution  of  this  service,  and  you 
will  address  yourself  for  assistance  so  far  as  circumstances  may  require  it 
to  any  of  .His  Majesty's  servants,  civil  or  military,  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Yon  will  exercise  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  mode  of  conununicating 
with  His  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Yomr  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Cabtlebeagh. 
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The  Due  d'Angouleme  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  WeUingion, 

My  Lobd,  Bordeaux,  ce  16  Ayril,  1814. 

J^ai  eu  le  plaisir  de  recevoir  hier  matin  voire  lettre  du  13,*  par  Lord  W. 
Russell.  J*ai  6t6  trte  sensible  ^  ce  que  vous  m'y  dites  d'aimable.  Je  re- 
gretto  beaucoup  d'etre  s^par^  de  vous  depuis  si  longtems ;  jamais  je  n*ou- 
blierai  que  c'est  k  vous  et  k  vos  victoires  que  nous  devons  le  12  Mars,  qui 
(je  n'en  doute  pas)  a  grandemcnt  contribu^  auz  ^v^nements  qui  se  sont  pass^ 
k  Paris,  que  c'est  k  vous  par  cons^uent  plus  qu*k  aucun  autre  que  nous 
devons  notre  restauration,  et  je  sais  que  Pintention  du  Roi,  men  oncle,  est 
de  vous  en  donner  tous  les  t^moignages  honorables  de  reconnoissance  qui 
jBeront  en  son  pouvoir. 

tPai  eu  le  bonheur  de  recevoir  hier  dcs  nouvelles  de  mon  p^re  du  8  de  co 
mois;  et  en  cons6quence  des  ordres  qu'il  me  donne  comme  Lieutenant- 
G^n^ral  du  Royaume,  je  renvoye  M.  de  Carr^re  k  Mont  de  Marsan  pour 
rentrer  en  fonctions  de  pr^fet  des  Landes,  et  j'envoye  des  commissaires  k 
Auch,  Toulouse,  Tarbes,  et  Pau  pour  y  r^tablir  le  gouvcmement  au  nom  du 
Roi.  M.  Rav^z,  membre  tr^  distingud  de  mon  conseil,  qui  va  k  Toulouse, 
aura  Vhonneur  de  se  presenter  cbez  vous,  et  je  vous  le  recommande.  A 
Agen  le  prdfet  m'a  fait  demander  mes  ordres,  et  je  les  lui  envoye.  Je  re9ois 
joumellement  des  deputations  de  toutcs  1^  autorit^,  d'Angouldme,  de 
Saintcs,  de  Rochefort,  de  la  Rochelle,  de  Poitiers,  et  m&me  de  Tours ;  et  je 
n'ai  qu'k  me  louer  infiniment  des  sentiments  de  joie  que  les  habitants  mo 
t^moignent  partout  sur  le  rdtablissement  de  I'autorit^  du  Roi.  Je  ne  puis 
pas  en  dire  encore  tout  k  fait  autant  sur  la  disposition  des  troupes. 

J^ai  un  grand  empressement  d'aller  k  Toulouse,  mais  je  n*ai  pas  encore  pu 
m'absentcr  d'ici. 

C'est  avec  la  plus  haute  consideration  et  bien  veritable  attachement  quo 

je  suis,  My  Lord, 

Yotro  trte  afifectionnd, 

Louis  Antoine. 


General  St.  Etlaire  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  WeUingion, 

MONSEIONEUB,  Touloiue,  le  16  Avril,  1814. 

J'eus  I'honneur  d'dcrire  k  Votre  Excellence  le  12  Avril  courant  pour  lui 
annoncer  que  je  me  rdussissois  au  nouveau  gouvemcment  Fran9ais.  Je 
m'empresse  de  mettre  aujourdliui  sous  vos  yeux  mon  adhdsion  formelle  k 
la  charte  constitutionnelle  qui  rappelle  sur  le  trdne  des  Bourbons  le  vertueux 
Louis  XVIII. 

Je  prie  Yotro  Excellence  de  faire  parvenir  cette  pi^  k  Son  Altesse  le 
Prince  de  Bdne'vent,  president  du  gouvemement  provisoire,  k  Paris. 

Agrdez,  je  vous  prie,  Monseigneur,  Thommage  de  mon  profpnd  respect, 

St.  Hilaibe. 


See  Wellington  Devpatchet,  Ist  edition,  voL  xi.,  p.  639. 
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756.]  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Toulouse,  17th  April,  1814. 

The  troops  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  to- 
morrow forenoon. 

If  any  movement  is  to  be  made,  the  instructions  for  it  will  be 
.  gTven  at  Villefranche,  to  which  place  the  Commander  of  the 
Forces  will  proceed  early  in  the  morning. 

OflScers  are  to  be  in  waiting  at  Villefranche,  therefore,  from 
the  following  corps  to  receive  orders : — 

From  the  troops  under  Sir  Rowland  HilL 

From  the  General  Officers  in  command  of  the  4th  and  6th  di- 
visions. 

From  Major-General  Ponsonby's  brigade  of  cavalry. 

From  the  Light  and  from  the  3rd  divisions. 

The  other  troops  not  named  will  be  in  communication  with 
the  nearest  of  the  corps  above  mentioned,  that  they  may  receive 
their  orders  through  that  channel. 

Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  is  requested  also  to  send  an  officer  to 
Villefrandie. 

The  orders  for  the  Spanish  troops  will  be  sent  to  Major- 
General  Freyre. 

Wellington. 


LtetU.'Gen,  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  to  the  Quartermaster-Oeneral, 

Mt  DEAB  Mubbay,  Bordeaux,  17th  April,  1814, 

I  have  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  signed,  and  I  enclose  the  agreement 
for  a  suspension  of  arms  unlimited,  with  General  Decaen,  commanding  all 
the  troops  in  my  front. 

In  conseqtienoe  I  have  drawn  back  all  my  people  into  Bordeaux,  to  refit 
a  little,  leaving  General  Inglis  at  Langon,  to  occupy  (his  advance)  La 
R^le,  Sauveterre,  and  St.  Macaire. 

A  battalion  of  2nd  brigade  at  Gamarsac  and  St.  Loub^,  with  detachments 
jat  Braune  and  St.  Vincent. 

Jenkinson*s  guns  and  12ih  Dragoons  for  the  present  in  Bordeaux. 

The  Admiral  this  morning  informs  me  that  he  has  notice  of  the  speedy 
arrival  of  forty  sail  of  transports,  having  on  board  three  provisional  batta- 
lions of  militia.  I  shall  put  them  into  L*£sparre,  Gastillion,  Pauliac,  until 
you  send  me  instructions. 

I  wrote  you  some  time  ago  to  entreat  our  clothing,  but  I  hear  nothing  of 
it.    We  are  really  worse  than  beggars  in  that  respect. 

I  am  lamenting  most  sincerely  over  Sir  John  Hope.    I  hope  Golville 
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may  l&y  the  city  of  Bayonne  in  ashes,  so  full  am  I  of  levenge  for  '*  otir 

slaughtered  citizens.*' 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Dalhottsie. 

P.S.— 111  write  a  line  to  Alexander  Hope  private  by  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

Colonel  Grant,  15th  Hussars,  is  this  moment  arrived  here  from  England, 
and  a  messenger  from  Paris,  preceding  Sir  Charles  Stewart,  who  is  on  the 
road,  coming  here  to  see  Lord  Wellington. 


J%e  Due  (TAUm/era  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  WeUingtm. 

Au  QoartifivG^ndral  de  Narbonne,  le 
MONSIEUB  LB  Mab^CHAL,  17  Ayril,  1814. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  d*4crire  k  Votre  Excellence  le  14  Avril,*  pour  lui  pro- 
poser un  armistice  k  la  suite  des  demiers  ^v^emens  de  Paris,  que  le  gou- 
vemement  provisoire  m'a  fait  coDUattre.  L*aide-de-camp  porteur  de  ma 
lettre  a  4prouv4  des  retards,  et  n'a  pu  passer  au  quartier-g^n^ral  de  M.  le 
Marshal  Due  de  Dalmatie.  J'ai  depuis  invito  ce  Marshal  k  vous  proposer 
un  armistice  en  son  nom  et  au  mien ;  mais  d'aprte  les  nouvelles  communi- 
cations que  je  repois,  je  desire,  My  Lord,  revenir  k  ma  premiere  proposition, 
et  conclure  avec  Yotre  Excellence,  si  elle  le  juge  convenable,  un  armistice 
s^par^  pour  I'arm^  que  je  oommande.  Cet  armistice  oomprendrait  la  fron- 
ti^re  de  France  et  d'Espagne  de  ce  c6t^,  et  il  y  serait  particuli^rement 
stipuM  le  retour  des  gamisons  Fran^aises  en  Espagne,  et  la  remise  des  places 
aux  armies  Espagnoles.  J'autorise  le  Colonel  de  mon  4tat  major,  Bicard, 
porteur  de  mes  lettres,  k  signer  les  articles  dont  Yotre  Excellence  convien- 
dndt  k  cet  ^gard,  et  je  m'empresserai  de  les  ratifier,  pour  les  ex^cuter  de 
concert  avec  le  G^n^ral  en  chef  Copons. 

Becevez,  Monsieur  le  Marshal,  Tassurance  de  ma  haute  consideration. 

Le  M^l  Duo  d'Albufera. 

[Enclosure. 

The  Due  ^AJhrfera  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

Au  Qutrtier  G^^ral  de  Narbonne,  le 
MONSIEUB  LE  MAsfiCHAL,  14  Arril,  1814. 

Le  Colonel  St.  Simon,  qui  a  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  voir  k  votre  quartier- 
g^Ddral  de  Toulouse,  m'a  donnd  I'assuranco  que  Votre  Excelleoce  con- 
tracterait  avec  plaisir  une  suspension  d'armes  avec  les  troupes  que  je  com- 
mande  dhB  I'instant  qu'elle  serait  inform^  de  mon  adhesion  aux  actes  du 
gouvemement  provisoire  de  la  France. 

Ces  divers  actes  du  gouvemement  provisoire  et  du  S^nat,  et  ^abdication 
de  I'Empereur  Napol^n,  m'ayant  paru  en  tout  conformes  au  voeu  g^n^ral 
et  au  bien  de  mon  pa/s,  je  n'ai  point  h^it^  de  les  adopter. 

Jaloux  de  £Edre  cesser  une  effusion  de  sang  devenue  aujourd*hui  inutile, 

*  See  following  letter,  proposing  the  Armistice. 
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je  propose  k  Yotre  Excellence  d*dtablir  une  ligne  de  demarcation  qui  couvre 
le  d^partement  des  Pyr^ndes  Orientales,  et  ^une  partie  de  ceux  de  TAude  et 
de  PArri^ge. 

Je  d^ire  dgalement  que  la  fronti^re  Espagnole,  que  je  n'ai  ddpassde  que 
hier  k  midi,  serva  de  limite  k  Parm^  Fran9aise  et  Espagnole. 

Je  Yous  offre  aussi,  Monsieur  le  Marshal,  de  c^der  de  suite  k  Tarmde 
Espagnole  les  places  de  Sagonte,  Pefiiscola,  Tortosc,  Barcelone,  Hostalrich, 
et  Figui^res,  si  Yotre  Excellence  veut  me  garantir  la  rentrde  des  gamisotis 
avec  armcs  et  bagages.  Je  yous  demande  dgalement  le  retour  des  gamisons 
de  Ldrida,  Mcquinenza,  et  Monzon,  retenucs  sansdgard  au  traitd  passd  entro 
les  gdndraux  Fran9ais  et  le  Gdndral  Copons. 

Je  m'estimerai  bien  heureux,  My  Lord,  si  au  moment  oh  deux  graudes 
nations  longtems  rivales  touchent  k  un  rapprochement  sincere,  je  puis  con- 
tracter  avec  vous  une  convention,  qui,  en  adoucissant  le  malheur  des  pcu- 
ples,  puisse  dgalement  rendre  de  suite  k  TEspagne  la  possession  cnti^re  do 
ses  places. 

Si  Votre  Excellence  adopte  mes  propositions,  et  se  determine  k  m'envoyer 
un  officier,  je  le  ferai  accompagner  en  Catalogue  par  un  de  mes  aides- de- 
camp, a6n  que  la  remise  des  places  n'dprouve  aucun  rdtard. 

Reoevez,  etc. 

Le  M^i-  Due  d'Albufeba. 


The  Due  de  DcUmatie  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

MoNBIEUB  LE  Mab£chAL,  Castelnaudary,  le  17  Ayiil,  1814. 

Je  re9ois  k  I'instant  Tordre  du  Prince,  Major-Gdndral  des  armdes  Fran- 
9aise8,  de  cesser  les  hostilitds,  et  de  cantormer  les  troupes  qui  composent 
mon  armde.  S.A.  m'a  aussi  envoyd  copie  de  Parmistice  qui  a  6td  conclu 
avec  les  puissances  allides. 

Dans  cot  dtat  de  choses,  j'ai  Phonneur  de  vous  proposer  xme  suspension 
d'armes,  et  de  convenir  d'un  arrangement  qui  determine  provisoirement 
une  ligne  entre  votre  armde  et  celle  que  j*ai  l*honneur  de  conmtiander. 

Je  charge  M.  le  Lieutenant-Gdndral  Comte  Gazan,  mon  chef  d'dtat- 
major,  de  se  rendre  k  cet  effet  pr^  de  vous,  Monsieur  le  Mardchal,  et  de 
se  concerter  avec  Pofficier  gdndral  que  Votre  Excellence  aura  ddsignd  pour 
rdgler  les  articles  de  Parrangement  que  je  propose,  lesquels  seront  naturelle- 
ment  soumis  k  votre  approbation  et  k  la  mienne. 

J'ai  I'hoimeur  de  vous  prdvenir  que  je  donne  des  ordres  pour  que  les  hos- 
tilitds  cessent  d^  ce  moment. 

J^ai  Phonneur  de  rditdrer  k  Yotre  Excellence  les  sentimens  de  ma  haute 

consideration. 

M*^  Duo  DB  Dalhatie. 

P.S.  La  suspension  d'armes  que  je  propose  sera  aussi  commune  k  M.  le 
Due  d'Albufera  et  aux  troupes  sous  ses  ordres. 

Dalhatie. 
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The  Due  d*Angoul/me  to  Field  Martha!  the  Marqueu  of  WtUington. 

Mt  Lobd,  Bordeuiz,  k  18  Ayril,  1814. 

J'en  ai  re^w  quTiier  votre  lettre  du  9.*  tTeep^re  que  vous  receTies  exACte- 
ment  oelle  que  je  Tons  ai  dcrite  hier,  pour  tous  aonoDcer  M.  Ravez,  qui 
j'eDYoye  dans  lea  d^partemena  da  Gera  et  de  la  Haute-GanHme.  Si  lea 
noavellea  que  j'attends  de  Paris  n'y  changent  ri^i,  mon  projet  eat  d'aller  k 
Toulouse  au  commencement  de  la  semaine  prochaine.  Je  send  ti%B  beureux 
si*  je  Tous  y  troave  encore.  Je  n'ai  rien  re^u  de  mon  pte  depuis  son  arriT^ 
k  Paris. 

Cest  avec  la  plus  haute  consid^iation  et  bien  veritable  attacbement  que 
je  suis,  My  Lord, 

Totre  trte  a£kctionn^  aemteor, 

LOUIB  ASTODTB. 


The  Due  de  Dalmatie  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquea  of  Wdlinfftan. 

MONSIEUB  LE  MABicHAL,  GMtelnaodary,  le  18  Arril,  1814. 

Monsieur  le  Licutenant-G^n^ral  Comte  Gazan  Tient  d'arriTer,  et  11  m'a 
remis  la  convention  qu*il  a  sign^  au  sujet  de  rarmistioe.  J^ai  llionneur  de 
prdvenir  Votre  Excellence  que  je  rapprouve  dans  tout  son  contenu ;  mais 
comme  les  exp^itions  doivent  ^tre  sign^  par  M.  le  Marshal  Due  d*Alba- 
fcra,  je  ne  pourrai  renvoyer  k  Votre  Excellence  oelle  qui  doit  lui  rereoir  que 
demain  au  soir,  ou  aprte  demain  matin. 

D*apr^  I'Art.  3  de  cette  convention,  le  ddpartement  de  la  Haute-Garonne, 
du  cdt^  de  TArri^e,  de  TAude,  et  du  Tarn,  doit  former  la  ligne  de  demar- 
cation entre  les  deux  armies.  Je  suis  fich4  que  M.  le  Comte  Gazan  n'ait 
pas  fait  attention  que  la  route  de  Castelnaudary,  dans  le  d^partement  du 
Tarn,  passe  k  Revel,  qui  est  k  Textr^mit^  du  departement  de  la  Haute- 
Garonne.  Comme  la  jouissance  de  cette  route  m'est  indispensable  pour  le 
mouvement  des  troupes  qui  doivent  se  rendre  dans  les  ddpartemens  du 
Tarn  et  de  Tam-et-Garonne,  j'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  proposer.  Monsieur  le 
Marshal,  de  restreindre  la  Hgne  de  votre  arm^  k  la  rive  droite  de  la  Sor, 
dans  cette  partie,  ce  qui  ne  vous  privera  que  de  5  communes  qui  se  trouvcnt 
en  pointe  entre  les  ddpartemcns  de  TAude  et  du  Tarn,  desquellea,  sMl  dtait 
indispensable,  je  pourrais  vous  ofi^  compensation  du  cdt^  de  I'Arri^  ou 
de  I'Aude. 

Je  ddsire  que  cet  arrangement  soit  agr^ble  k  Votre  Excellence,  et  qu*elle 
veuille  bien  m'cn  prdvenir ;  s'il  en  dtait  autrement,  j*en  serais  trte  gend. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  prier  Votre  Excellence  d'agrder  les  sentimens  rditdr^ 

de  ma  haute  consideration. 

M^  Dec  DE  Dalmatie. 


*  See  WMifUjton  Detpakhei,  Ist  edition,  vol.  xi.,  p.  628. 
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MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  ABMY  FOR  20tH  APRIL. 

Toulouse.  19th  April,  1814. 

The  3rd  division  will  march  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning, 
and  will  proceed  by  the  bridge  of  Toulouse  to  the  villages  of 
St  Martin  du  Touch  and  Blagnac.  The  division  will  continue 
its  march  on  the  21  st  instant  to  Grenade.  Sir  Thomas  Picton 
will  be  further  informed  as  to  the  cantonments  which  the  divi- 
sion is  to  occupy  beyond  Grenade. 

The  Light  division  will  follow  the  3rd  division  two  hours  after 
the  former  has  commenced  its  march,  and  will  proceed  to  can- 
tonments in  the  vicinity  of  Toulouse,  on  the  side  of  La  Lande 
and  Launaguet  The  division  will  continue  its  march  on  the 
21st  to  Castelnau,  and  Major-General  Alten  will  be  further  in- 
formed as  to  the  cantonments  which  it  is  to  occupy  in  that 
direction. 

The  4th  and  6th  divisions,  and  Colonel  Vivian*s  brigade  of 
cavalry,  will  move  to-morrow  morning  by  Caraman  to  Lanta  and 
adjacents,  extending  towards  Toulouse. 

The  brigade  of  German  Light  Dragoons  will  move  from 
Escopon  to  St.  Jean,  and  other  cantonments  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Alby  road,  between  St  Jean  and  Montartruc. 

The  Hussar  brigade  will  move  from  Puy  Laurens  to  Escopon, 
Verfeil,  and  adjacents. 

To  Lieut, -Oen,  Sir  liowland  JSiU, 

When  the  Light  and  3rd  divisions  move  to-morrow  towards 
Toulouse,  I  beg  you  will  replace  your  troops  in  cantonments,  in 
the  manner  you  find  most  convenient,  between  Yillefranche  and 
Mon^scard.  They  will  be  moved  fetrther  back  as  soon  as  some 
of  the  other  divisions  of  the  army  have  gone  through  Toidouse. 

The  4th  and  6th  divisions,  and  Colonel  Vivian's  brigade  of 
cavalry,  fall  back  to-morrow  to  Lanta. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  3rd  division  at  Grenade,  Sir  T.  Picton 
will  be  so  good  as  place  it  in  cantonments  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  Garonne,  extending  from  Grenade  by  Verdun  as  far  (if 
necessary)  as  to  the  road  from  Auch  to  Montauban. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Light  division  at  Castelnau,  Major- 
General  Alten  will  be  so  good  as  place  the  division  in  canton- 
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ments  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Garonne,  extending  from  Caa- 
tekiau  to  Castel  Sarrazin. 

A  ferry  boat  or  flying  bridge  will  be  established  upon  the 
Garonne,  where  the  great  road  from  Auch  to  Montaubim  meets 
that  riyer. 

Lord  Edward  Somerset  will  be  so  good  as  arrange  the  can* 
tonments  of  the  10th  and  15th  Hussars  and  two  squadrons  of 
the  7th  Hussars  in  the  country  between  the  Garonne  and  the 
Tarn,  from  the  Alby  road  to  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers,  ex- 
clusive of  the  cantonments  taken  up  by  the  Light  division,  as 
above  allotted. 

Lord  Edward  Somerset  will  be  so  good  as  put  the  Hussars  in 
march  to-morrow  morning  to  take  up  their  cantonments. 

The  two  squadrons  of  the  7th  Hussars  now  at  Auch  will  bo 
ordered  to  canton  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Garonne,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  Nicolas. 

Wellington. 


The  Due  (TAUmfera  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

QuariAer-O^ninl  de  Narbonne, 
MOKBIEUB  LB  Mab£cHAL,  le  19  AvTil,  1814. 

Je  vicns  de  recevoir  rarmistlce  oonclu  entre  le  Lientenant-G^ndral  Comte 
Gazan  et  yos  charges  de  pouvoirs,  confirm^  par  yous  et  le  Due  de  Dal- 
matie.  Je  me  suis  empress^  de  TapprouYer  ^galement,  voulant  m'en  rc- 
mettre  k  Yotre  loyaut^  sur  quelqnes  additions  indispensables  que  jo  crois 
devoir  vous  proposer,  et  qui,  dans  le  fond,  ne  changent  rien  aux  dispositions 
princi pales  de  la  convention. 

Observations  sur  I'Art.  8 :  Les  gamisons  de  Murviedo  et  de  PefSiscola  se 
r^uniront  h  celle  de  Tortose,  et  marcheront  ensemble  par  la  grande  route 
pour  rentrer  en  France  par  Perpignan.  Le  jour  de  leur  arriv^e  k  Gironne, 
les  places  de  Figui^res,  Koses,  et  de  son  ch&teau  seront  remises  aux  troupes 
Espagnoles. 

D'abord  Roses  et  son  chftteau  ^tant  en  trha  mauvais  ^tat  out  6t6  aban- 
donnds  sans  gamisons.    II  ne  pent  done  §tre  question  de  leur  Evacuation. 

.  Figui^res  se  trouvant  placE  dans  le  voisinage  de  la  fronti^re  Fran9aise,  et 
Etant  abondamment  pourvu,  est  le  seul  point  qui  puisse  assurer  les  vivres 
qu*il  faut  donner  pour  trois  jours  aux  troupes  qui  se  rendront  k  Per- 
pignan. 

La  place  d'Hostalricb  nMtant  pas  comprise  doit  dgalement  Stre  ajout^. 

En  cons^uence,  Monsieur  le  Marshal,  je  vous  propose  d'adopter  pour 
r^vacuation  des  places  d*£spagne  le  projet  arr§td  par  M.  le  Due  de  St. 
Carlos  et  moi,  et  approuvd  par  le  Roi  Ferdin^d.  Je  pense  que  son  exe- 
cution n'ofire  aucune  esp^  de  difficult^,  et  je  d&ire  que  Yotre  Excellence 
puisse  en  juger  de  mSme. 
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J'envoye  prte  de  Voire  Excellence  mon  aide-de-camp,  M.  de  Lusignan, 
et  je  charge  le  Colonel  Ricard  de  conclure  Tarticle  additionnel  que  je  vous 
propose,  avec  les  charg^  de  pouvoirs  que  Voire  Excellence  voudra  indiquer. 

Je  Yous  demande  ^galemeni  d*ajouter  que  les  diff^rens  b&iiments  de 
guerre  Fran9ais  qui  pourroieni  se  irouver  dans  le  pori  de  Baroelone  auroni 
la  faculi^  de  se  rendre  dans  un  des  ports  Fran9ai8  de  la  Mddiierran^  sans 
^ire  inquidt^. 

Agr^,  Monsieur  le  Marshal,  I'assurance  de  ma  hauie  considdration. 

Le  M^  Duo  d*Albufeba. 

[Emclobube.] 
General  St,  Cyr  Nugues  to  Marshal  the  Due  dCAJhufera, 

MONSEIGNEUR,  Qoartier-G^^nd  de  Gironne,  le  9  Mars,  1814. 

<rai  rhonneur  de  rendre  compte  k  Voire  Excellence  de  la  conference  que 
j*ai  eu  hier,  8  liars^ k  Santa  Coloma,  aveo  M. Cabanes,  chef  d'dtatmajor  de 
Tarm^  Espagnole. 

II  a  did  convenu  de  pari  ei  d'auire  verbolemoni  suivani  mes  instniciions  : 

1.  Que  le  Gdndral  en  Chef  Copons  renverroii  le  pluidi  qu'il  lui  seroii  pos- 
sible aux  avani-postes  Fran9ai8  les  1500  hommes  environ  doni  se  composeni 
les  gamisons  de  Ldrida,  Monzon,  ei  Mdquinenza,  d'apr^  les  conveniions 
signdes  par  lui  ei  M.  d'Eroles.  Ce  reuYoi  auroii  dCl  dcpendre  de  M.  le  Gdndral 
en  Chef  Copons ;  mais  comme  il  a  dii  en  avoir  rdfdrd"  k  son  gouvememeni  afin 
de  I'engager  davantage  k  pressor  le  succ^  de  la  demande,  on  lui  remei  intaci 
le  fori  Monijoui  de  Gironne  ei  les  bastions  de  la  place  chargds  ei  preis  k  sauter. 

2.  Que  la  g^amison  do  Toriose  romeiiroit  la  place  ei  les  foris  aux  troupes 
Espag^oles,  ei  qu'elle  seroii  renvoydo  avec  armes  ci  bagages,  recevani  en  route 
les  vivres  ei  transports,  ei  passant  k  iravers  les  posies  do  I'armde  Espagnole 
jusqu'aux  avani-postes  de  I'armde  Fran9aise. 

3.  Qu'k  I'arrivde  de  la  gamison  de  Toriose  aux  avant-posies  de  Tarmde 
Fran9aise,  des  ordres  seroient  expddids  i  la  garnison  de  Barcelone  de  remettre 
la  ville  ei  la  ciiadelle  aux  troupes  Espagnoles,  et  que  ceite  gamison  rentreroit 
immddiatemeni  de  la  mtoe  mani^re  aux  avani-postes  Fran9ais. 

4.  Que  les  mdmes  ordres  ei  les  mdmes  conditions  s'dtendroieni  aux  "gami- 
sons de  Sagonie  ei  de  Pefiisoola,  ei  qu'k  leur  retour  aux  avani-postes  de  rarmee 
Fran9aise  on  remetiraii  aux  troupes  Espagnoles  le  fort  Monijoui  de  Barce- 
lone et  le  fori  d'Hostalrich,  doni  les  gamisons  seroient  renvoydes  aux  avani- 
postes  Fran9aiB,  toujours  de  la  m6me  mani^. 

M.  Cabanes,  en  son  nom  ei  au  nom  de  M.  le  Gdndral  en  Chef  Copons,  a 
manifesid  le  ddsir  de  contribuer  autant  qu'il  ddpendroit  de  lui  au  succ^  de 
oeite  n^ociation,  qu'il  a  jugde  honorable  et  avantegeuse. 

Je  suis  avoc  respect,  Monseigneur, 

Do  Voire  Excellence 

Le  ir^  humble  ei  ir^  obdissani  serviieur, 

St.  Cyb  Nugues. 

P.S.  n  convieni  d'ajouter  d'apr^  I'armistice  conclu  qu'k  I'axrivde  k  Fi- 

-gui5rcs  dee  gamisons  de  Sagonie  et  Peliiscola,  du  fori  Monijoui  de  Barcelone, 

et  coUe  du  fort  d'Hostalrich,  "  La  place  de  Figuibres  comme  sous  le  nom  de 

Fort  Si.  Fernando  sera  remise  aux  Espagnols,  ei  que  touies  les  gamisons  rcn- 

treront  en  France." 

Le  Mal  Due  d'Albufera. 
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The  Right  Hon,  Sir  Henry  WeUedey  to  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Valencia,  19th  April,  1814. 

The  King  arrived  here  on  the  16th  instant,  and  was  received  with  the 
same  lively  demonstrations  of  attachment  which  he  experienced  at  Sara- 
gossa  and  all  the  other  places  through  which  he  has  passed. 

On  the  17th  I  had  the  honour  of  being  presented  to  His  Majesty,  when 
he  took  occasion  to  express  in  the  warmest  terms  his  grateful  sense  of  the 
exertions  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  his  behalf,  and  his 
attachment  to  the  British  nation  for  the  sacrifices  which  it  has  made  in 
support  of  his  cause.  His  Majesty  indeed  omits  no  opportunity  of  testi- 
fying his  sense  of  what  he  owes  to  Great  Britain  by  the  most  marked 
attention  to  officers  in  the  British  service.  Generals  Whittingham  and 
Roche  had  the  good  fortune  to  receive  the  King  at  the  heads  of  their 
respective  corps ;  the  one  upon  His  Majesty's  entrance  into  Saragossa,  and  the 
other  when  he  entered  Valencia ;  and  he  has  frequently  expressed  his  admira- 
tion of  the  high  state  of  discipline  of  these  corps,  as  well  as  of  the  merit  of 
the  officers  under  whose  command  they  have  arrived  at  such  a  degree  of 
perfection. 

I  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn  from  His  Majesty  himself  that  he  had 
returned  to  Spain  free  from  any  conditions  whatever  with  Buonaparte,  and 
this  was  afterwards  repeated  to  me  by  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos. 

The  day  is  not  yet  fixed  for  the  King's  departure  for  the  capital. 

H.  Welleslet* 

[Emclosube.] 

Tlie  Bight  Hon,  Sir  Henry  WeCUsley  to  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lobd,  Valencia,  19th  April,  1814. 

In  my  private  letter  from  this  place  I  informed  your  Lordship  that  a 
very  general  opinion  prevailed  here  that  the  King  would  accept  the  Con- 
stitution. It  may  be  doubted  whether  His  Majesty  ever  entertained  any 
such  intention  ;  but  whether  he  did  or  did  not,  the  demonstrations  of  affec- 
tionate attachment  which  he  has  received  from  his  subjects,  both  at 
Saragossa  and  at  Valencia,  the  few  partisans  who  have  as  yet  appeared  in 
support  of  the  Constitution,  the  dislike  which  is  generally  felt  to  it  by  the 
army,  and,  above  all,  the  entreaties  of  the  persons  who  have  joined  His 
Majesty  from  Madrid,  would  appear  to  have  produced  such  an  impression 
upon  his  mind  as  to  have  finally  determined  him  to  decline  taking  the 
oath. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  last  resolution  was  formed  previously 
to  His  Majesty's  arrival  at  Valencia.  The  Cardinal  de  Bourbon,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  Mr.  Luyando,  were  received  by  him  with  the  most  marked 
coldness ;  and  he  took  an  early  opportunity  of  showing  the  former  that 
he  would  not  allow  him  to  exercise  any  of  the  privileges  belonging  to  his 
situation  as  President  of  the  Regency  ;  in  which  the  King  has  violated  the 
decree  of  the  2nd  February,  which  denies  him  all  authority  until  he  shall 
have  sworn  to  the  Constitution. 

But  within  these  two  days  the  determination  to  reject  the  Constitution 
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has  been  more  openly  manifested.  General  Elio,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  army,  upon  presenting  the  officers  of  the  garrison  to  the  King,  stated 
in  the  most  marked  manner  that  he  was  authorized  by  them  to  renew  to 
His  Majesty  the  oath  of  1808,  by  which  they  bound  themselves  to  defend 
his  integral  rights  as  they  had  descended  to  him  from  his  ancestors ;  and 
this  was  followed  by  a  public  declaration  to  the  King  from  the  Duke  of 
San  Carlos,  that  the  whole  army  of  Spain  was  in  the  same  sentiments,  and 
ready  to  take  the  same  oath.  A  letter  has  likewise  been  published  from 
the  Conde  do  la  Bisbal  to  the  King,  in  which  he  makes  no  mention  of  the 
Constitution,  but  states  that  he  and  his  whole  army  are  devoted  to  His 
Majesty's  service.  The  troops  of  this  garrison,  with  some  other  troops, 
composing  in  all  a  force  of  about  5000  men,  are  under  orders  to  march  for 
Madrid ;  and  it  would  appear  to  be  the  determination  to  employ  force,  if 
necessary,  to  carry  into  effect  the  objeets  which  the  King  has  in  view. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  what  line  of  conduct  will  be  adopted  by  the  Cortes 
upon  the  arrival  at  Madrid  of  the  intelligence  of  what  is  passing  here. 
They  can  scarcely  avoid  noticing  the  conduct  of  General  Elio,  who,  by  his 
imprudence,  has  made  a  premature  disclosiu-e  of  the  King's  intentions,  and 
has  thereby  enabled  the  Cortes  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may  think 
best  calculated  to  defeat  them.  The  Grandees,  however,  who  are  here, 
and  all  the  persons  attached  to  the  King,  are  filled  with  exultation,  and 
think  that  the  Cortes  will  not  venture  to  oppose  any  resistance  to  the 
King's  wishes. 

Under  the  circumstances  which  I  have  stated,  your  Lordship  will 
readily  conceive  that  my  situation  between  the  two  contending  parties  is 
extremely  embarrassing.  I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  King  has  been 
apprised  of  the  opinions  which  I  gave  to  Bome  of  his  friends  previously 
to  their  leaving  Madrid ;  for  although  he  has  treated  me  with  the  most 
flattering  distinction,  neither  His  Majesty  nor  any  of  his  friends  have  once 
touched  upon  the  question  of  the  conduct  which  it  would  be  pro|ier  for 
him  to  observe  upon  his  arrival  at  Madrid.  I  am  willing  to  believe  that 
this  silence  proceeds  as  much  from  a  sense  of  the  difficulty  of  my  situation 
as  from  a  knowledge  that  the  opinions  which  I  gave  are  adverse  to  theirs. 
I  see  no  reason  to  alter  these  opinions ;  for  even  if  the  King  should  succeed  in 
getting  rid  of  the  Constitution,  he  will  at  no  very  distant  period  be  involved 
in  difficulties  with  which  neither  he  nor  his  followers  are  equal  to  contend. 

The  line  of  conduct  which  I  propose  to  follow  is  to  avoid  compromising 
His  Majesty's  government  with  eidier  party,  but  to  pay  as  much  personal 
respect  and  attention  to  the  King  as  circumstances  will  admit  of,  consis- 
tently with  this  line  of  conduct.  I  earnestly  request,  however,  that  your 
Lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  favour  me  at  the  earliest  possible 
period  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Prince  Regent's  government  upon  the 
extraordinary  turn  which  affairs  have  taken  here,  in  order  that  I  may 
strictly  abide  by  them* 

H.  Wellebley. 
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The  Marquis  de  Marillac  to  Field  Marshal  tJie  Marquess  of  WtUington, 

MOKSEIGNEUB,  Villcfranche,  le  19  Avril,  1814. 

Une  circonstance  f]lcheuse  pour  ropinion  piibliqne  m'engage  k  r^lamer 
de  nouveau  la  bont^  de  Votre  Excellence  pour  faire  parvenir  k  S.A.R.  le 
Due  d'Angoul6me  le  paquet  ci  inclus. 

Associds  k  nos  opinions,  les  soutenant  d*une  mani^re  si  noble  et  si  g^nd- 
reuse,  Votre  Excellence  facilitera,  sans  doute,  aux  bons  et  vrais  Fran9ais 
tous  les  moyens  de  servir  utileraent  la  cause  de  I'honneur. 

S.A.R.  Monsieur  Comte  d'Artois  a  par  sa  proclamation  datde  de  Vesoul 
du  27  F^vrier  annonce  la  suppression  des  droits  rdunis. 

M.  le  Marquis  de  Cbabannes  Ta  annonc^  aussi  de  par  le  Roi. 

En  consequence  de  la  volenti  de  S.M.T.C.  ainsi  transmise  les  droits 
r^unis  ont  cess^  leurs  fonctions  dans  cet  arrondissement  le  jour  que  la  nou- 
velle  de  la  restauration  fut  proclamde. 

Le  commissaire  du  gouvemement  provisoire,  prte  le  Ministfere  des  Fi- 
nances, a  ordonnd  la  remise  en  activity  de  cette  r^gie,  et  Monsieur  le  prdfet 
du  departement  m'a  transmis  cet  ordre  avec  celui  de  le  faire  exdcuter. 

Ne  cmnoissant  que  Louis  XVIII.  pour  Roi  legitime,  j*ai  cru,  par  int^r^ 
pour  son  service,  et  pour  ne  pas  altdrer  le  mouvement  de  confiance  qui 
s'est  manifcst^e  pour  ses  vues  bienfaisantes,  j'ai  cru  devoir  prendre  sur  moi 
de  retarder  Tex^cution  de  cette  mesure,  etdemander  les  ordres  de  M.  le  Due 
d'Angouleme  k  ce  sujet.  Votre  Excellence  jugera  qu'il  m'est  essentiel  de 
les  recevoir  promptement. 

Ne  nous  dissimulons  pas  qu*il  cxiste  encore  quelqucs  individus  ennemis 
du  retour  de  Tordre,  soit  paroeque  leur  depredation  n'aura  plus  d*aHmens, 
soit  parceque  I'anarcbie  et  le  d^sordre  sont  leur  dldment  Ces  individus 
flont  aux  aguets  de  tout  ce  qui  pent  nuire  k  cette  harroonie  si  utile  au  bien 
gdneral.  D'autres  individus,  des  fonctionnaires  publics  mSroe,  ont  mis 
une  reticence  bien  coupable  dans  la  promulgation  de  la  d^cbeance  de  Napo- 
l^n  et  la  proclamation  de  la  restauration  de  Louis  XVIIL,  et  se  retranchent 
derri^re  cette  constitution  que  I'opinion  ge'n^rale  rejette :  car  pour  les  bons 
Fran^ais,  "  Si  vcut  le  Roi,  si  veut  U  loi : "  voilk  toute  la  constitution,  "  Le 
Roi  de  France  et  de  Navarre : "  voilk  les  titres  de  leur  monarque. 

Parlant  de  ti<kieur  et  de  mauvaise  volbnt^  k  faire  reconnoitre  la  dech&mce, 
etc.,  et  proclamer  Louis  XVIIL,  j'ai  6i4  au  moment  de  marcher  sur  Rodez 
avec  toute  la  garde  s^dcntaire  de  cette  ville  ]X)ur  determiner  Monsieur  le 
prefet  k  faire  ce  que  Timpulsion  de  cocur  a  occasionne  dans  cette  ville. 

J*ai  re9U  bier,  dans  la  joumee,  un  expr^  d'Aurillac,  capitale  du  departe- 
ment du  Cantal,  qui  est  venu  me  demander  de  la  part  des  gens  bien  pensant 
de  cette  ville  d'envoyer  k  leur  aide  une  force  armee,  ou  bien  de  solliciter 
de  Votre  Excellence  un  fort  detacbement  de  troupe  Anglaise,  pour  forcer 
Monsieur  le  prefet  du  Cantal  k  se  prononcer  d'une  manifere  con  forme  k  Tin- 
ter^t  general.  J*ai  assure  cet  individu  que  je  prendrai  la  liberte  de  mettre 
sous  lesyeux  de  Votre  Excellence  la  demande  qu'il  me  portait. 

Nous  ignorons  ce  que  sont  devenus  les  debris  de  Tarmee  de  Soult ;  mais 
a'il  n'a  pas  faite  son  adhesion,  et  qu'il  veuille  faire  la  guerre  en  partizan  en 
se  jetant  dans  lea  montagnes,  il  pourroit  y  tenir  longtems,  si  Votre  Excel- 
lence n'en  fesoit  occuper  militairement  les  principaux  points. 

Si  ce  General  a  faite  son  adhdsion,  sa  troupe,  mal  disciplinee,  se  dislo- 
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quoront ;  des  parties  pourroient  Be  jeter  aassi  dans  nos  moutagnes,  et  y  oom- 
promettre  les  inUr^ts  du  Roi. 

Dans  la  derni^re  hypoth^,  et  si  Votre  Excellence  jugerait  convenable  de 
parer  k  cet  inconvenient,  ce  qui  est  dans  son  coeur  coiiime  dans  la  notre, 
je  crois  que  600  light  horses  seroient  suffisants  pour  d(5truire  toules  les  in- 
certitudes, et  calmer  I'effervescence  des  tdtes  mal  dispos^es. 

Si  Votre  Excellence  se  d^idait  k  envoyer  ce  d^tachenient,  il  pourroit  6tre 
utile  qu*une  partie  stationnat  quelque  terns  k  Rodez. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre  avec  un  profond  respect,  Monseigneur, 

Votre  tr^  humble  et  tr^  ob^issant  serviteur, 

Lb  Mabquis  de  Marillac. 

P.S.  La  mesure  ordonn^  par  M.  le  prdfet  a  depuis  que  j*ai  termini  ma 
lettre  occasionn^  une  insurrection  complette  centre  les  droits  rdunis.  Aux 
cris  de  Vive  le  Roi  I  on  a  jet^  dans  la  rividre  tons  les  registres.  J'ai  eu 
toute  la  peine  du  monde  kapaiser  le  tumulte ;  mais  cclui  qui  crie  aujourdliui 
Vive  le  Roi !  pent  crier  demain  Vive  la  Liguo  !  Pour  emi)6cher  les  mauvaises 
insinuations,  je  prie  Votre  Excellence  de  vouloir  bien  faire  traverser  cette 
ville  d'aprte  le  plan  propose  dans  le  corps  de  la  lettre  le  plutdt  possible. 

Mabquis  de  Mabillac. 


ITie  Due  de  Dalmatie  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

Castelnaudary,  le  19  Avril,  1814, 
>IoK8iEUB  LB  MASicHAL,  i  11^  heure«  du  Boir. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'adresser  k  Votre  Excellence  la  ratification  de  la  conven- 
tion de  suspension  d*armes  qui  a  i\i  signee  hier  k  Toulouse.  Elle  est  ap- 
prouv^  par  M.  le  Due  d*Albufera  et  par  moi. 

M.  le  Due  d'Albufera,  duquel  je  re9ois  k  Tinstant  une  lettre,  me  fait 
observer  que  Ton  a  omis  dans  cette  convention  la  gamison  de  Hostalrich,  et 
d'autres  details  qui  conviennent  k  sa  situation.  D*apr^  ce  dernier  motif 
il  a  d^sir^  avoir  une  convention  sdpar^.  II  dcrit  k  ce  sujet  k  Votre  Excel- 
lence. 

«rai  re^u  la  lettre  de  ce  jour  que  vous  m*avez  fait  I'honneur  de  m'^rire 
au  sujet  de  la  route  de  Revel.  Je  m'empresse  de  vous  remercier.  Monsieur 
]e  Marshal,  de  votre  obligeance  en  me  mettant  k  mSme  de  disposer  de 
cette  route,  dont  je  ne  puis  me  dispenser  de  faire  usage  pendant  le  mouve- 
mcnt  que  je  commencerai  apr^-demain  matin.  Je  devrai  aussi,  pendant 
le  passage  des  troupes,  en  loger  k  Revel,  ainsi  que  dans  les  deux  ou  trois  vil- 
lages d^pendans  de  la  Haute-Garoune  qui  sont  entre  cette  ville  et  la  Sor ; 
mais  je  ne  laisserai  personne  dans  ces  endroits  apr^  que  le  mouvemcnt 
3era  fiui. 

Demain  M.  le  Comte  Gazan  enverra  un  officicr  a  Toulouse  pour  prendre 
k  r^tat-major  de  Votre  Excellence  des  passeports,  k  Teffet  de  se  rendre  k 
Bayonno,  Navarreins,  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  et  Santoha.  II  pourra  voyager 
avec  Tofficier  que  Votre  Excellence  se  propose  dVnvoyer. 

Le  Chef  d'Escadron  de  Choiseuil,  Tun  de  mcs  aides-de-camp,  que  j'envoie 
h  Paris  prte  du  goavemcment  provisoirc,  doit  passer  par  Toulouse,  oil  il 
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demandera  dgalement  un  passeport  pour  continuer  sa  route.  tTai  llionneur 
de  vous  prier,  Monsieur  le  Mar^chal,  de  le  lui  faire  d^livrer,  et  de  vouloir 
bien  k  Tayenir  donner  des  ordres  pour  que  la  marche  des  courriers  et  des 
offioicrs  en  mission  qui  paaseront  par  Toulouse  ne  soit  point  arr^t^ 

J*ai  l*honneur  de  renouveler  k  Yotre  Excellence  Tezpression  de  ma  haute 
consideration. 

M^  Duo  DK  Dalmatib. 


Ccmveniion  "between  F.  M.  the  Marquess  of  Wellington  and  Marechal 

Suchet,  Due  (TAlbufera. 

Touloiue,  19  Avril,  1814. 

Son  Excellence  le  Marshal  Marquis  de  Wellington,  Gonmiandant  en 
Chef  Tarmde  alli^,  et  Son  Excellence  le  Marechal  Suchet,  Due  d'Albufera, 
Commandant  en  Chef  I'arm^  Fran^aise  d'Aragon  et  de  Catalogue,  d^sirant 
conclure  im  armistice  ponr  faire  cesser  les  hostility  entre  leurs  armies, 
convenir  d*une  ligne  de  demarcation,  et  faire  un  traits  pour  la  remise  des 
places  que  Tarm^e  d'Aragon  et  de  Catalogue  occupe  encore  en  Espagne,  out 
nomm^,  le  Marshal  Suchet,  Due  d'Albufera,  TAdjudant  Commandant  Ri- 
card,  et  le  Marshal  Marquis  de  Wellington,  le  Major-G^n^ral  Murray  et  Don 
Louis  Wimpffen,  Marechal  de  Campo,  lesquels,  aprte  avoir  ^chang^  leurs 
pleinpouYoirs,  sont  convenus  des  articles  ci-aprte. 

Art.  I. 

Les  bases  dtablies  dans  le  traits  fait  hicr,  18  Avril,  et  flign^  par  le  04" 
n^ral  Comte  de  Gazan,  et  le  Major-G^n^ral  Murray,  et  Don  Louis  de 
Wimpffen,  Marshal  de  Campo,  sont  adopts.  Seulement  le  Marshal 
Suchet,  Due  d*Albufera,  d&irant  ne  pas  traiter  coUectivement,  et  stipuler 
scul  les  int^rdts  qui  concement  Tarm^  qu*il  commande,  les  articles  du 
traits  cit^  ci-dessus,  qui  out  rapport  k  Tarm^  d'Aragon  et  de  Catalogue, 
sont  regard^  comme  non  avenus,  et  sont  remplac^  par  ceux  qui  suiyeut. 

Art.  II. 

La  ligne  de  demarcation  entre  rarm^e  Fran^aise  d'Aragon  et  de  Cata- 
logue et  les  armies  alli^es  est  fix^e  par  oelle  des  fronti^res  de  France  et 
d'Espagne  aux  Pyrenees  Orientales.  Toutes  hostilites  oesseront  d^s  ce 
jour,  et  ne  pourront  Stre  reprises  d*une  part  ni  d'autre  qu*en  se  pr^yenant 
dnq  jours  k  Tayanoe. 

Art.  in. 

Toutes  les  places  que  I'armee  Fran9aise  d'Aragon  et  de  Catalogue  occu|)e 
encore  en  Espagne  seront  imm^diatement  remises  aux  troupes  Espagnoles. 
La  place  de  Tortose  sera  remise  la  premiere ;  la  gamison  se  mettra  aussitot 
en  marche  pour  Perpignan,  en  marchant  par  Etapes,  et  par  la  grande  route. 
Le  jorar'de  Farriy^e  de  cette  gamison  k  Gironne  la  forteresse  de  Figuiferes  sera 
remise  k  I'armdc  Espagnole,  et  sa  gamison  sera  mise  aussitdt  en  marche 
pour  Perpignan.  Les  places  de  Sagonte,  Pefiiscola,  et  Hostalrich  seront 
^alement  remises  aux  troupes  Espagnoles  le  plut6t  possible,  et  les  gamisons 
dirig^  sur  Perpignan,  apr^  avoir  4i6  rdunies.  Aussit6t  que  la  gamison 
de  Tortose  sera  arrive  k  la  fronti^  de  France,  la  place  de  Barcelone  sera 
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remise  aux  troupes  EspagDolcs,  et  sa  gamison  se  mettra  en  marche  pour 
Perpignan.  Les  autoritds  Espagnoles  seront  tenues  de  foumir  les  vivres  et 
transimrts  dont  les  garnisons  de  ces  differeutes  places  auront  besoin  ju8qu*k 
la  frontiere  de  France.  Les  malades  qui  ne  iwurraient  pas  suivre  continue- 
ront  k  dtre  traits  dans  les  hdpitaux  oh  ils  se  trouvent,  et  seront  renvoy<5s  en 
France  k  mesure  de  gu^rison. 

abt.  rv. 

Les  garnisons  Fraufaiscs  de  ces  differentes  places  en  sortiront  avcc  armes, 
bagages,  leurs  canons  do  bataillc,  caissons,  et  fourgons,  apx)artenant  k  i'armee 
Fran^aisc. 

Abt.  V. 

Toutcs  les  armes,  canons,  et  caissons  de  fonderie  et  de  fabrique  Espagnole 
resteront  dans  les  places. 

Art.  VI. 

Les  armes,  les  fortifications,  et  les  magasins  seront  remis  dans  Tetat  oh 
lis  se  trouveront  a  la  signification  de  la  pr^scntc  convention,  et  sans  qu*il  y 
soit  fait  aucune  degradation. 

Art.  VII. 

Le  Mar^cbal  Sucbet,  Due  d'Albufera,  ayant  d^j^  rendu  plusieurs  prison- 
niers  de  guerre  sans  ^cbange,  et  s^cngageant  h  rendre  tous  ccux  qui  pourront 
se  trouver  dans  T^tendue  de  sou  commandement,  les  militaires  Fran9ais 
retenusen  Espagne,  et  provenant  des  garnisons  de  Lcrida,  Mequinenza,  et 
Monzon,  Im  seront  rendus  dans  la  m^me  proportion  de  nombre  et  de  grade. 

Art.  Vin. 

Pour  parvenir  k  la  plus  prompte  cx^ution  du  pr^nt  traits,  des  ofiSciers 
Anglais  et  Espagnols  seront  imm^diatement  envoy^s  en  Catalogue  avec 
oopie  du  dit  traits  et  les  instructions  u^cessaires.  Ils  prcndront  leur  route 
par  le  quartier-g^ne'ral  du  Mar^bal  Sucbet,  Due  d'Albufera,  qui  enverra 
^galement  un  de  ses  officiers  pour  agir  de  concert  et  lever  toutes  les  diffi- 
cultds  qui  pourraient  se  printer. 

Art.  IX. 

La  ratification  du  pr^ent  traits  aura  lieu  sous  deux  fois  vingt-quatre 
beures,  on  plut6t  si  cela  se  pourra. 

Fait  en  triple  exp<kiitions  k  Toulouse  le  19  Avril,  1814. 

G.  Murray,  Major-G^n^ral.  Le  Colonel  Ricard. 

Confirm^,  Approuv^  et  confirm^, 

Wellington^  Le  Mar&bal  Suchet, 

Due  d'ALfiUFERA. 


* 
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To  Dom  M.  de  Forfaz.  [  758, 

SeNHOR,  Toulouse,  20th  April,  1814. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  the  despatch  of  to  Lisbon 

to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford  having 
proposed  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities to  avail  himself  of  the  leave  of  absence  given  to  him  by 
the  Portuguese  government,  I  will  conduct,  during  his  absence, 
such  details  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  despatch ;  and  I  trust  the 
government  will  think  it  proper  to  refrain  from  making  any 
alterations  in  a  system  which  has  answered  all  its  objects  so  per- 
fectly, and  has  tended  so  essentially  to  raise  the  glory  of  the 
Portuguese  army  and  nation. 

This  arrangement  will  bring  me  more  frequently  in  communi- 
cation with  your  Excellency,  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  conduct 
the  business  in  a  manner  which  will  be  satisfactory. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  qf  WeUingUm, 

Mt  Lord,  War  Department,  London,  20th  April,  1814. 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  reoeive  your  Lordship's  despatches  t<fNo.  47 
inclusive. 

As  it  appears  by  your  last  letter  that  Lieutenant-General  Clinton  had 
not  commenced  his  march  into  France,  I  have  now  to  desire  that  (in  case  an 
armistice  shall  have  taken  place)  your  Lordship  will  instruct  the  Lieutenant- 
General  to  march  immediately  from  Catalonia,  with  the  whole  of  the 
British  and  German  troops  under  his  conunand,  and  proceed  either  to 
Pasages  or  Bordeaux,  as  your  Lordship  may  deem  it  most  advisable,  both 
with  a  view  to  existing  circumstances  and  the  eventual  embarkation  of  the 
troops. 

Tour  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  with  Lord  William  Ben- 

tinck  as  to  the  return  of  the  Italian  and  Sicilian  troops  from  Catalonia  to 

Sicily. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Lordship's  most  o))edient  humble  servant, 

Bathubst. 
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Cdhnel  Tarrens  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  dbar  Lord,  20th  April,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  respecting  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Napier ;  and  you  will  find  by  his  appointment  to  the  Tlst  that  your 
wishes  in  his  favour  have  been  anticipated. 

According  to  your  wishes  in  favour  of  young  Russell,  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  acquaint  you  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  recommended  him  for  a 
company  in  the  2nd  Garrison  Battalion,  and  his  promotion  will  appear  in 
the  *  Gazette  *  of  next  week. 

We  are  much  annoyed  to  find  that  the  news  of  the  proceedings  at  Paris 
bad  not  reached  you  on  the  7th.  I  earnestly  hope  they  may  still  have 
arrived  in  time  to  prevent  another  action. 

I  think  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  extreme  folly  of  allowing  Buonaparte 
to  retain  the  title  of  Emperor.  If  they  do  not  take  care,  he  will  still  give 
trouble  in  Italy. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  most  faithfully  and  sincerely, 

H.  TOBRENB. 


The  Due  d^AJhvfera  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

Quartier-G^n^ral  de  Narbonne,  Ic 
MONSIRUR  LE  Mar£cHAL,  20  Avril,  1814. 

Yotre  Excellence  aura  vu  par  ma  lettre  dliier,  19,  que  je  me  suis  empress^ 
de  confirmer  I'armistice  convenu  entre  le  Lieutenant-G^n^ral  Comte  Gazan 
et  les  G^n^raux  Murray  et  Louis  Wimpffen.  tTai  4\4  conduit  dans  cette 
occasion  par  le  d^ir  de  n'apporter  aucim  retard  k  la  suspension  d'armcs  qui 
serait  s'^tablir  entre  les  trois  armdes ;  mais,  au  m€me  tems,  j*ai  jug^  con- 
venable  de  printer  k  Yotre  Excellence  diffi^rentes  observations  dont  j'ai 
abandonn^  enti^rement  la  solution  k  sa  loyaut6. 

Mon  aide-de-camp  Brasse  vient  de  me  remettre  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez 
fiait  llionneur  de  m'dcrire  hier,  en  mSme  temps  que  M.  Southwell,  Lieu- 
tenant du  14me  de  dragons  Anglais,  m'a  apport^  en  triple  expedition  la 
convention  que  vous  avez  eu  TextrSme  complaisance  de  faire  distraire  de 
"oelle  qui  avait  ^t^  conclue  avec  M.  le  Marshal  Due  de  Dalmatie. 

Je  m'empresse  de  vous  renvoyer,  revfitu  de  ma  signature,  cette  conven- 
tion ratifi^e  comme  vous  I'avez  d^ir^. 

Je  ferai  partir  demain  pour  I'Espagne  deux  de  mes  offiders  avec  M.  le 
Lieutenant  Southwell,  pour  remettre  au  Lieutcnant-G^n^ral  Copons  y 
Haria  le  traits  d'armistice  conclu  hier. 

Vous  avez  la  complaisance  de  souhaiter.  Monsieur  le  Marquis,  que  tout 
ce  que  vous  avez  fait  me  soit  agrcablo ;  je  vous  avoue  avec  franchise  quo 
dans  tout  autre  tems,  et  avec  un  homme  dont  la  loyaut^  serait  moins 
ooimue  que  la  vdtre,  je  conserverai  un  cuisant  regret  de  c^der  Figui^res, 
avec  ses  immenses  approvisionnemens,  sans  avoir  vu  au-delk  des  Pyrdn^es 
une  seule  de  mes  garnisons. 

Yotre  caract^re  connu  mo  rassure  et  m'est  un  garant  de  la  fid^litd  avec 
laquelle  le  traits  conclu  entre  nous  sera  exdcut^. 
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Je  vous  prio  de  recevoir  tous  mes  remercimens  pour  Tint^rSt  que  voua 
prenez  au  G^n^ral  Comte  Harlspe,  et  pour  Taccueil  plein  de  bontd  que  vous 
avcz  fait  k  mes  officiers. 

tTai  llionneur  d'etre,  Monsieur  le  Marshal,  avec  la  plus  haute  oonsiddra- 

tion, 

Votre  trhs  ob^issant  serviteur, 

Lb  M^  Duo  d'Albufeba* 


Seance  du  Conseil  de  V Arrondissement  de  Touhuae  du  20  Avrily  1814, 

Monsieur  le  Pr^ident  ayant  annonc^  que  la  s^ince  6tait  ouverte,  chacun 
des  membres  a  success!  vemcnt  demand^  et  obtenu  la  parole,  et  8*est  em- 
press^ de  t^moigner  avec  le  plus  grand  enthousiasme  sa  tr^  grande  satis- 
faction des  ^v^nemens  importans  qui  viennent  de  r^g^^rcr  la  France,  de 
terminer  son  esclavage  et  son  d^cspoir,  en  lui  ouvrant  enfin  la  carri^re  du 
bonheur. 

En  cons^uence,  apr^  en  avoir  rendu  grftces  au  Dieu  de  ses  p^res,  le  Con- 
sell,  impatient  de  t^moigner  publiquement  ses  sentimens,  et  combien  11 
prend  une  part  active  k  Tallegresse  g^n^rale  de  tous  les  bons  Fran^ais,  a 
d^lar^  k  l*unanimit^  et  par  acclamation,  tant  en  son  nom  qu'en  oelui  de 
Tarrondissement  qu'il  repreisente : 

1.  Que  la  rdgle  de  son  devoir  le  plus  sacr^  comme  I'expression  de  son 
affection  dtait  renferm^e  dans  la  maxime  suivante,  grav^  dans  son  coeur 
en  caract^res  inefiia^ables :  Dieu  et  le  Roi.    Vive  Louis  XYIII. ! 

2.  Que  Son  Altesse  Royale  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'Angouldme,  qui  dans 
ces  contr^  a  6t4  le  pr^urseur  du  bonbeur  qui  commence  k  luire  pour  la 
France,  est  suppli^  de  transmettre  k  sa  Majest6  Louis  XYIII.  I'expression 
des  sentimens  si  long  tems  comprimds  dans  nos  coeurs,  et  du  d^vouement 
le  plusabsolu ;  beureux  si  Tespoir  de  manifesterdevive  voixces  sentimens  a 
Son  Altesse  pouvait  bientot  se  r^aliser. 

3.  Que  le  midi  do  la  France,  et  particuli^rcment  Tarrondissement  de 
Toulouse,  ^tant  redcvable  des  obligations  les  plus  importantes  et  vraiment 
inexprimables  au  magnanime  b^ros  Monseigneur  le  Feld  Mardcbal  Marquis 
de  Wellington  et  k  la  brave  et  loyale  arm^e  qu'il  n'a  cess^  de  conduire  k  la 
gloire,  le  Conseil  se  rendra  en  corps  auprte  de  Son  Excellence  pour  le  prier 
d*agr^er  Thommage  respectueux  de  notre  reconnaissance  et  de  notre 
admiration. 

La  stance  a  4i4  levee  aux  oris  mille  fois  r^p^t^s  avec  attendrissement  de 
**  Vive  le  Roi ! "  "  Vive  la  famille  Royale  I "  et  ont  signd  tous  les  membres 
pr^sentes. 

^Here  follow  the  signatures,') 


Count  Oazan  to  Mcy'or- General  Murray » 
MONSIEXTB  LE  GiN^BAL,  Castelnaudary,  le  20  Avril,  1814. 

J'ai  ITionneur  de  vous  pr^venir  que  M.  le  Lieutenant-Q^ndral  Clausel  va 
profiter  d'un  congd  qui  lui  a  ^te  accord^  par  le  Mar^bal  Due  de  Dalmatie, 
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et  k  oet  efiet  se  rendre  dans  une  de  see  propridtds  situ^  pr^  de  Haute-rive, 
d^partement  de  la  Haute-Garonne.  Je  nc  pense  pas  que  Son  Excellence 
le  Mar^chal  Marquis  de  Wellington  trouve  que  la  presence  du  G^n^ral 
Clausel  dans  le  d^partement  de  la  Haute-Garonne  puisse  £tre  nuisible  aux 
int^rets  de  son  ann6e,  mais  je  yous  prie  de  Ten  pr^vcnir,  afin  que  s*il  le 
trouvait  mau^aise,  M.  le  Lieutenant-G^n^ral  Clausel  puisse  en  dtre  instruit 
et  se  retirer  aussitdt  de  sa  campagne. 

Recevez,  Monsieur  le  Gdn^ral,  I'assurance   de  la  haute    consideration 
avec  laquelle  j*ai  ITionneur  de  vous  saluer. 

Le  Lieut.-Gen.  Comte  de  Gazan. 


Oenerdl  0*Lawlor  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  WeUingUm. 

My  Lobd,  Valencia,  22nd  April,  1814. 

You  must  be  aware  that  the  King  arrived  here  on  the  16th ;  that 
Generals  Elio  and  Pontons  made  the  annexed  speeches  to  His  Majesty ;  and 
that  they  all  have  decided  to  keep  him  from  swearing  to  the  Constitution,  and 
that  they  have  sent  towards  Madrid  the  regiments  of  La  Corona,  America, 
and  Logrouo,  and  12  flank  companies  of  General  Roche's  division,  which 
is  composed  of  the  best  troops  I  have  seen  in  Spain.  The  King  is  highly 
pleased  with  Roche ;  and  on  the  20th,  that  I  had  the  honour  to  dine  with 
His  Majesty,  he  asked  me  about  your  Lordship  and  the  army,  and  appeared 
to  enjoy  your  Lordship's  having  always  beat  the  enemy,  and  he  said,  "  Yo 
quiero  mucho  k  Wellington ;  es  un  gran  General.  La  Division  de  Roche  se 
oompoue  de  hermosa  tropa.    La  Caballeria  Whittingham  esta  muy  buena." 

The  attention  he  pays  on  all  occasions  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  been 
unknown  here  hitherto  to  be  made  by  the  King  to  any  ambassador.  I  am 
not  well  informed  of  the  plan  they  mean  to  follow ;  but  as  General  Elio 
and  Count  La  Bisbal  have  offered  their  services  and  those  of  their  troops, 
I  infer  that  they  are  to  endeavour  to  put  the  King  on  the  throne  without 
any  limited  power,  but  that  he  will  call  the  Cortes  as  formerly  imme- 
diately. They  depend  on  your  Lordship's  countenancing  this  plan,  and 
everything  else  they  may  undertake ;  and  tliey  are  very  anxious  to  have 
your  Lordship's  answer  to  the  letter  the  King  wrote  you  all  of  his  own 
hand  from  Gerona,  in  which  he  shows  you  all  kind  of  aflfection  and  friend- 
ship by  what  San  Carlos  tells  me. 

The  people  are  here  all  the  King's  admirers,  and  he  docs  everything  to 
please.  They  doubted  of  Villa  Campa,  and  he  is  ordered  to  come  to  meet 
the  King.    Whittingham's  cavalry,  it  appears,  is  moving  towards  Madrid. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  Infante  Don  Carlos  is  to  have  the  command  of 
the  Spanish  troops,  and  that  he  will  be  sent  to  your  Lordship's  head- 
quarters ;  but  I  do  not  know  how  this  is  to  be  done,  whether  you  or  His 
Highness  is  to  be  the  Commander  in  Chief,  &c. 

No  person  knows  yet  whether  the  King  will  or  not  move  soon  from  this. 
Some  of  Copons's  troops  are  on  their  way  towards  Madrid,  according  to 
reports. 

General  Copons,  it  appeals,  is  now  wishing  to  join  the  King,  though 
his  conduct  with  His  Majesty  was  regulated  by  the  Cortes.    I  am  in  the 
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belief  they  formed  no  regnlar  plan :  still  Labrador  and  the  Duke  of  San 

Carlos  are  the  leading  men  and  directors  here.     Generals  Elio  and  Zayas 

are,  I  should  imagine,  in  some  of  the  secrets. 

Everything  in  the  Soto  de  Roma  continues  well;  and  if  the  King 

succeeds  in  his  plan,  everything  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  had  will  be  added 

to  it. 

Believe  me,  my  Lord,  to  be  very  truly  and  gratefully 

Your  Lordship's  humble  servant, 

Joseph  O'Lawlob. 

P.  S. — ^I  hear  of  your  Lordship's  new  victory,  and  I  wish  your  Lordship 
joy. 


The  Due  cTAngouleme  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquees  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Bordeaux,  le  22  Avril,  1814. 

Co  sera  un  vrai  bonheur  pour  moi  de  vous  revoir.  Je  compte  arriver 
Mardi  avant  la  nuit  k  Toulouse,  si  je  ne  suis  pas  retenu  sur  les  chemins. 
J^esp^re  que  vous  ne  trouverez  pas  mauvais  que  j*y  prenne  avec  moi  un 
ddtachement  de  la  Garde  de  Yolontaires  que  la  ville  de  Bordeaux  a  form^ 
pour  moi.  Je  vous  en  demande  I'agr^ment  comme  Commandant-en-Chef. 
C'est  M.  Bontcmps  de  Barry  qui  a  eu  llionneur  de  vous  faire  sa  tour  k 
St.  Sever,  qui  commando  les  dix  que  j'y  envoye. 

C'est  avec  la  plus  haute  consideration  et  bien  veritable  attachement  que 

je  suis.  My  Lord, 

Yotre  trds  affectioon^  serviteur, 

Louis  Antoinb. 

Lo  G^n^ral  Decaen  est  venu  me  voir  ici,  ct  je  vais  demain  passer  sea 
troupes  en  revue  a  Liboume. 


Major-Gen,  the  Bon.  C.  ColviUe  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of 

Wellington. 

Mt  Lobd,  BoQcaat,  22iid  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  the  answer  I  have  received  from 
the  Governor  of  Bayonne  to  the  communication  I  sent  him  on  the  subject 
of  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  agreeable  to  the  orders  contained  in  your  Lord- 
ship's letter  of  the  19th  inst.,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  early  this 
morning. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  My  Lord, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Chables  Coltills. 

P.S. — ^In  the  last  accounts  from  Sir  John  Hope  he  says  he  fears  the 
wound  in  his  leg  will  be  tedious,  bat  that  he  himself  and  the  other  wounded 
ofBoers  meet  with  every  attention. 
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[Enclosure.] 
Baron  TJiouvenot  to  Major-Qen,  the  Hon,  C.  CoiviUe. 

HoNSiEUR  LE  G^N^RAL,  Bayonne,  le  22  Avrily  1814. 

J'ai  re^u  Ics  pieces  que  Yotre  Excellence  'm*a  fait  Hionneur  de  m'enYoyer 
en  communication,  et  qui  ont  4t4  remises  It  mon  chef  d'^tat-major.  Aprcs  ayoir 
examine  la  conyention  faite  entre  leurs  Excellences  les  Mar^haux  Marquis  de 
Welling^n  et  Due  de  Dabnatie,  j'y  ai  yu  que  le  Marshal  Due  de  Dalmatio 
doit  m'enYoyer  un  officier  pour  m  apportor  officiellement  une  copio  de  cette 
convention,  et  que  son  arriyee  ne  paroit  pas  devoir  dtre  diff^^r^  de  plus  do 
quarante-huit  heures.  J'attendrai  done  Tarriv^  de  cet  officier  pour  convenir 
avec  Votre  Excellence  de  toutos  Ics  mesures  It  prendre  pour  ^tablir  la  suspen^ 
aion  d^armcs  qui  doit  avoir  lieu  entre  le  corps  d'arm^  que  vous  commandez  et 
la  gamison  de  Bayonne ;  mais  je  donne  imm^atement  Tordre  de  cesser  le  feu 
8ur  touto  la  ligne  de  mes  avant-postes,  en  maintenant,  cependant,  I'ordre  qui 
existe,  d'empdclier  toute  communication  entre  yoe  troupes  et  les  notres,  aimd 
qu'avec  les  habitans. 

Je  prie  Votre  Excellence  de  voiiloir  bien  donner  des  ordres  It  ses  avant-postes 
de  ne  point  cbercher  It  communiquer  avec  les  ndtres,  afin  d'dviter  tout  pr^texte 
et  tout  motif  de  recommencer  le  feu. 

M.  le  G^n^ral  Hope,  auquel  j'ai  communique  le  billet  de  son  aide-de-camp, 
m*ayant  paru  d^irer  de  le  voir,  je  prie  V^tre  Excellence  de  le  prdvenir  qu*il 
sera  rogu  domain  It  6  heures  du  matin,  et  qull  pourra  entrer  en  ville  avec  les 
chaloupes  qui  apporteront  les  vivres  pour  les  prisonniers. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  renvoyer  It  Votre  Excellence  la  lettre  qui  lui  a  4i6  ecrite 
par  S.E.  le  Feld-Mar^hfd  Marquis  de  Wellington  ;  je  garde  les  autres  pibccs, 
qui  ne  sent  que  des  copies. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d*dtre.  Monsieur  le  G^n^ral, 
De  Votre  Excellence  le  trts  humble  et  tr^  ob^ssant  serviteur, 

B»  Thouvenot, 


The  Bight  Hon,  Sir  Henry  WeUedey  to  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Valencia,  23rd  April,  1814. 

On  the  17th  instant  I  received  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  1,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a  treaty  which  had  been  signed  at  Chamnont  between  tlie  Courts 
of  London,  Vienna,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Berlin. 

I  took  an  early  opportunity  of  informing  Mr.  Luyando  that  I  had 
received  such  a  communication,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  had  been  exchanged,  the  Court  of  Spain  would  be  invited  to  accede 
to  it.  Mr.  Luyando  expressed  himself  to  be  highly  gratified  by  this  com- 
munication, and  said  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Regency  would  feci 
the  greatest  satisfaction  in  acceding  to  the  treaty.  He  added  that  he  did 
not  conceive  there  would  be  any  difficulty  on  the  part  of  Spain  in  furnishing 
the  same  number  of  troops  as  that  specified  in  the  treaty  as  the  number 
to  be  furnished  by  each  of  the  Powers  engaged  in  it. 

Upon  reflecting,  however,  that  before  I  could  receive  your  Lordship's 
orders  to  invite  the  government  of  Spain  to  be  a  party  to  this  engagement, 
very  considerable  political  changes  would  probably  take  place  here,  I  deter- 
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mined  to  ask  an  audience  of  the  King,  and  to  ascertain  His  Majesty's  dis- 
position to  make  common  cause  with  the  Allies. 

The  King  readily  admitted  me  to  an  audience,  at  which  his  brother,  his 
uncle,  and  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos  were  present.  It  happened  that  on  the 
same  morning  I  had  received  the  intelligence  of  a  provisional  government 
being  established  at  Paris,  and  of  the  probable  abdication  of  Buonaparte.  I 
therefore  observed  to  the  King  that  the  communication  which  I  had  to 
make  to  him,  of  the  treaty  which  had  been  signed  at  Chaumont,  would 
probably  appear  of  less  importance  on  account  of  the  late  events  which  had 
taken  place  at  Paris,  but  that  still  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  ascertain 
whether  His  Majesty  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  a  closer  connection 
with  the  Allies  by  acceding  to  this  treaty  upon  being  invited  to  do  so. 
The  King  replied,  without  hesitation,  that  he  would  most  willingly  make 
himself  a  party  to  this  engagement,  and  that  no  consideratiBi  would  induce 
him  to  separate  his  interests  from  those  of  his  Allies. 

I  feel  it  to  be  the  more  necessary  to  obtain  some  declaration  of  the  King's 
intentions  upon  this  point,  because  the  person  who  enjoys  the  largest  share 
of  His  Majesty's  confidence  is  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos ;  and  although  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  would,  under  present  circumstances,  advise 
the  King  to  pursue  any  system  by  which  he  should  weaken  the  connection 
subsisting  between  Spain  and  her  Allies,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  forget  that 
he  was  the  negotiator  of  the  Treaty  of  yalen9ay. 

H.  Wellesley. 


The  Due  d^Angouleme  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Bordeaux,  23  Avril,  1814. 

Descars,  mon  aide-de-camp,  aura  I'honneur  de  vous  remettre  cette  lettre. 
J'ai  M  passer  en  revue  aujourd'hui,  k  Liboume,  Tarm^e  de  G^n^ral  Decaen, 
et  j'en  ai  it6  parfaitement  bien  re^u.  D'apr^s  les  difficult^s  qu'on  m'a  an- 
nonc^  par  le  chemin,  je  crains  de  ne  pouvoir  arriver  que  Mercredi  a  Tou- 
louse. J'aurais  im  bien  grand  plaisir  a  vous  revoir.  M.  de  Bertier  est 
arriv^,  et  m'a  rendu  compte  de  la  conversation  qultaeu  avec  vous. 

C'est  avec  la  plus  haute  consideration  que  je  suis,  My  Lord, 

Votre  tr^s  afifectionn^, 

Louis  Antoine. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

^Iy  DBAB  Lord,  Downing  Street,  23rd  April,  1814. 

I  suggested  to  you  yesterday  in  my  letter  which  was  to  go  by  Paris,  that 
the  Regent  might  probably  create  your  Lordship  a  Duke,  in  consideration 
of  your  distinguished  services. 

Lord  Liverpool  is  authorised  to  make  this  communication  to  Lady 
Wellington  this  evening ;  and  she  is  to  consult  Lord  Wellesley  on  the 
subject  of  the  recent  title,  for  it  is  thought  desirable  not  to  delay  the 
creation. 

Sir  John  Hope,  Sir  Thomas  Qraham,  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  Sir  Stapleton 
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Cotton,  and  Marshal  Bcresford  are  to  be  made  Peers.  To  those  of  them 
whom  you  may  have  an  oppoi;tunity  of  seeing,  your  Lordship  will  have  the 
goodness  to  give  an  unofficial  communication  of  this  intention. 

I  am  going  to  write  to  Sir  Rowland  Hill's  brother  to  consult  him  as  to  the 
title.     The  Duke  of  Newcastle  will  tell  me  that  of  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Bathurst. 


ViBCOunt  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lobd,  Pari«,  24th  April,  1814. 

Sir  C.  Stewart  has  just  left  me.  I  wrote  a  line  by  the  messenger  to  say 
that  you  mayJ|e  at  ease  about  Soult.  He  is  recalled,  and  will  not  be  cm- 
ployed.  Suchet  will  replace  him,  in  whose  fidelity  the  government  place 
entire  confidence. 

A  Commissaire  du  Roi  proceeds  to  Toulouse  with  full  powers. 

The  King  is  expected  on  the  27th  in  Paris. 

I  shall  probably  remain  here  till  the  15th  of  next  month,  before  which 
time  I  hope  we  shall  sign  our  peace  with  France.  I  have  appointed  Robert 
Gordon  to  act  as  Commissary  to  the  government  here,  and  to  charge  himself 
with  all  details :  he  will  attend  to  any  business  you  may  have  to  transact 
with  the  offices  here. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  I-.ord,  ever  sincerely  yours, 

Castlereagh. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  cf  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  24th  April,  1814. 

I  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information  and  guidance,  the  copy  of  a 
convention  which  has  been  signed  by  the  Allied  Powers  with  the  French 
government,  and  which  has  been  already  ratified  by  the  Sovereigns  here 
present.* 

I  have  transmitted  this  convention  for  ratification  to  England,  and  have 
to  request  your  Lordship  will  in  the  mean  time  give  effect  to  its  pro- 
visions. 

I  ain,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlereagh. 


The  Right  Ilan,  Sir  Henry  WeUesley  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Valencia,  24th  April,  1814. 

The  Duke  of  San  Carlos  called  upon  me  yesterday  morning,  and  began  a 
conversation,  with  a  view,  as  he  said,  of  apprising  me  of  the  Kings  in- 
tentions, but  more,  I  believe,  with  the  desire  of  sounding  me  as  to  the 
degree  of  support  His  Majesty  might  expect  from  me.    He  said  that  the 

♦  Copy  of  Convention  not  found.    See  Treaty  of  30  May,  1814,  at  page  120. 
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King  had  arrived  at  Gerona  with  the  intention  of  accepting  the  Constitu- 
tion, conceiving  his  acceptance  to  be  unavoidable;  that  in  his  progress 
through  the  country,  however,  he  had  found  that  the  Constitution,  so  far 
fix)m  being  considered  as  advantageous,  was  generally  odious  to  the  people ; 
that  His  Majesty  had  received  repeated  assurances  of  the  prevalence  of  this 
sentiment,  accompanied  by  entreaties  that  he  would  not  lend  himself  to  a 
system  which  would  endanger  the  existence  of  the  monarchy;  that  he 
could  rely  with  the  utmost  confidence  upon  the  promises  which  had  been 
made  to  him  of  the  support  of  the  armies  in  any  measures  of  resistance 
which  he  might  judge  advisable ;  that  having  so  many  proofs  of  the  dislike 
of  his  people  and  of  the  army  to  the  new  order  of  things,  he  could  not 
think  himself  justified  in  acceding  to  the  Constitution,  even  admitting  that 
he  did  not  himself  feel  the  objections  which  had  been  urged  to  it ;  that  His 
Majesty  was  anxious  to  know  my  opinion,  as  also  the  degree  of  support 
which  I  might  be  enabled  to  give  him  ;  and  that  above  all  he  considered  it 
to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  that  he  should  receive  from  Lord  Welling- 
ton, as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Spanish  armies,  a  letter,  pledging  him- 
self to  give  him  the  same  degree  of  support  which  had  been  promised  to 
him  by  most  of  the  officers  commanding  corps. 

In  reply  I  informed  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  had  recommended  some  of  the  King*s  friends  to  advise  His  Majesty  to 
accept  the  Constitution,  which  consisted  principally  in  the  difficulties  in 
which  he  would  hereafter  be  involved,  even  admitting  that  he  succeeded  in 
putting  an  end  to  the  present  order  of  things. 

I  acknowledged  that,  until  my  arrival  at  Valencia,  I  was  not  aware  of 
the  dislike  to  the  Constitution  which  existed,  at  least  in  the  provinces 
through  which  His  Majesty  had  passed.  I  recommended  it,  however,  to 
the  Duke  of  San  Carlos,  before  deciding  finally  upon  the  conduct  to  be  pur- 
sued, to  consider  well  the  resistance  which  might  be  opposed  to  them  at 
Madrid,  and  the  lengths  which  they  might  be  disiKwed  to  go  in  order  to 
compel  obedience  to  the  King's  will.  It  was  possible  likewise  that  the 
Constitution  was  not  so  unpopular  in  some  of  the  other  provinces  of  Spain 
as  in  those  which  the  King  had  visited,  and  it  would  be  well  to  ascertain 
what  means  the  King  might  possess  of  immediately  quelling  any  disturb- 
ances which  might  arise  at  a  distance  from  the  capital  in  consequence  of 
his  rejection  of  it.  These  were  considerations  entirely  unconnected  with 
the  difficulties  which  would  hereafter  fall  so  heavily  upon  His  Majesty,  to 
meet  which  would  require  all  the  talents  of  the  most  able  statesman. 

I  concluded  by  telling  him  that  it  was  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Prince 
Regent  and  of  his  government  that  the  King  should  be  re-established  upon 
his  throne  with  all  the  authority  which  ought  to  belong  to  him,  and  at  the 
head  of  a  nation  rich,  independent,  and  powerful,  but  that  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  take  any  active  part  in  support  of  the  measures  which  I  under- 
stood His  Majesty  to  have  in.conteraplation  ;  neither  could  Lord  Welling- 
ton, holding  as  he  did  the  chief  command  of  the  Spanish  armies  merely 
with  a  view  to  ofifeusive  operations  against  the  enemy,  make  any  offers  of 
support  of  the  nature  suggested  by  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation  I  endeavoured  to  discover  whether  the 
advisers  of  the  King  had  any  fixed  plan  upon  which  they  meant  to  proceed  ; 
and  from  what  I  could  gather  from  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos,  it  appeared  to 
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be  the  intention  that,  as  soon  as  a  number  of  troops  sufiBcient  to  ensure  the 
King's  safety  should  arrive  at  Madrid,  he  should  x^roceed  there,  and  repair  to 
the  palace,  instead  of  going  directly  to  the  Cortes,  according  to  the  decree 
of  the  2nd  February.  That  the  necessary  measures  should  then  be  taken 
for  dissolving  the  present  Cortes,  and  a  proclamation  issued  for  summoning 
new  Cortes,  according  to  a  different  mode  of  election,  which  proclamation 
should  contain  the  views  of  the  King.  The  Duke  of  San  Carlos  said  that 
the  new  Constitution  would  be  such  as  would  do  justice  to  the  liberal  ideas 
of  the  King,  and  would  not  fail  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people ;  that 
none  of  the  institutions  which  were  oppressive  or  odious  to  the  i)eople 
would  be  restored ;  and  that  another  legislative  body  would  be  established, 
to  be  elected  from  the  nobility  and  the  higher  orders  of  the  clergy. 

I  have  thus  detailed  to  your  Lordship  the  conversation  which  passed 
between  me  and  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos.  I  have  not  much  faith  in  the 
wisdom  or  firmness  of  the  people  who  surround  the  King ;  but  it  must  be 
confessed  that  if  they  succeed  in  establishing  a  Constitution  upon  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  profess,  affording  to  the  Crown  a  competent  share  of 
power,  they  will  be  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  though  much 
afterwards  must  depend  upon  the  talents  of  those  who  may  be  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  public  affairs. 

H.  Well£Slet« 


The  Bight  Em.  Sir  Henry  Wdlesley  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of 

Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Artiiub,  Valencia,  25th  April,  1814. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  ult.  I  have  received  that  of 
the  27th,*  and  I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  I  was  mistaken  in  my  appre- 
hensions. I  am  well  aware  that  your  time  is  sufficiently  employed  to 
prevent  your  writing. 

I  send  you  copies  of  my  despatches,  which  will  show  you  what  is 
passing  here.  My  letters  from  Madrid  mention  that  the  Liberales  are 
in  very  low  spirits,  and  their  opponents  proportionably  elated.  The  King 
is  so  popular  that  I  think  he  may  do  what  he  pleases ;  but  I  dread  the 
ignorance,  violence,  and  absurd  prejudices  of  his  advisers,  and  no  man  can 
say  what  the  result  of  all  this  will  be.  The  King  appears  to  me  to  be 
very  amiable,  much  more  lively  and  conversable  than  I  expected,  but 
without  the  least  knowledge  of  business.  I  never  see  him  without  his 
speaking  of  you  in  the  highest  x>ossible  terms,  and  it  is  evident  that  he 
is  fully  sensible  of  how  much  he  owes  to  you.  Both  he  and  his  advisers 
seem  to  think  tliat  a  declaration  from  you  would  be  of  the  greatest  advan- 
tage to  the  King,  but  I  thought  it  ri^t  to  put  an  end  to  all  such  hopes, 
as  you  will  find  I  have  done  upon  a  perusal  of  my  despatches.  I  wish 
you  joy  of  your  last  success  against  Soult.  God  send  that  this  may  be 
the  last  of  your  battles,  for  some  time  at  least. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

H.  Wellesley. 


*  See  Wellington  Defqtatches,  1st  c<lition,  vol.  xi.,  pp.  007,  014. 
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Marshal  Sir  W,  C,  Beresford  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Bordeaux,  25th  April,  1814. 

With  all  the  expedition  I  could  induce  the  postboys  to  make,  I  only 
arrived  here  at  11  last  night,  and  found  His  Royal  Highness  the  Ihike 
d'Angoulfime  in  his  carriage  setting  out  for  Toulouse.  It  was  thus  im- 
]K>ssible  to  deliver  him  the  message  you  liad  desired  me,  and  it  would  have 
been  equally  unnecessary,  as  jjreviously  to  seeing  you  he  could  not  have 
acted  on  what  I  should  have  pointed  out  to  him,  and  it  was  thus  better 
to  leave  the  case  untouched  upon  till  your  seeing  him. 

I  have  not  learnt  anything  particular  here,  where  I  still  find  Cotton, 
who  will  set  off  to-morrow  by  sea.  He  and  Lord  Dalhousie,  whom  I  saw 
for  a  moment,  are  gone  down  to  M{;doc  to  see  the  militia.  I  shall  leave 
this  to-morrow  morning  for  Paris,  and  expect  to  be  there  on  the  30th, 
which  I  think  I  can  do,  taking  the  journey  quietly.  I  only  stopped  four 
hours  between  Toulouse  and  this  place.  All  hero  are  desirous  of  seeing 
you  come  this  way.  This  town  appears  still  more  magnificent  after  living 
in  such  a  hole  as  Touloiuso.  If  you  come  to  an  hotel,  this,  Des  Ambas- 
sadeurs,  is  an  excellent  one.  I  annex  letters  to  you  from  Sir  C.  Stewart, 
which  were  enclosed  to  me  for  my  perusal,  and  which  I  have  only  reoeivetl 
since  I  left  you.  Tliey  were  sent  to  me  to  Bordeaux.  There  can  be 
nothing  now  interesting  in  them  to  you,  except  the  accoimt  of  the  l)attle 
near  Paris,  which  I  do  not  recollect  that  you  had  heard  any  particulars  of. 

It  is  probable  I  may  stay  about  a  week  in  Paris,  in  which  time,  if  I  can 
be  of  any  use  to  you,  I  beg  you  will  command  me. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  C.  Bebesfobi). 

[Enclosubes.] 

L 

Lieut,' Oen,  Sir  C,  Stewart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

Mv  Lord,  Heights  of  Belleville,  near  Paris,  30th  March,  1814. 

After  a  brilliant  victory,  God  has  placed  the  capital  of  the  French  empire 
in  the  hands  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns  :  a  just  retribution  for  the  miseries  in- 
flicted on  Moscow,  Vienna,  Madrid,  Berlin,  and  Lisbon,  by  the  desolator  of 
Europe.  It  would  be  injustice  not  to  declare  that  if  the  Continent  has  had 
the  curse  of  all  the  evil  arising  out  of  the  existence  of  Buonaparte,  it  is  also 
crowned  with  the  blessing  of  possessing  a  legitimate  Emperor,  who,  by  a 
series  of  firm  and  glorious  conduct,  richly  deserves  the  appellation  of  the 
Liberator  of  Mankind. 

I  must  very  imperfectly  detail  the  events  of  this  glorious  day  at  such  a 
moment  as  the  present,  and  therefore  throw  myself  on  your  Lordship's 
indulgence. 

The  enemy's  army,  under  the  command  of  Joseph  Buonaparte,  aided  by 
Marshals  Mortier  and  Marmont,  occupied  with  their  right  the  heights  of 
Fontenay,  Romainville,  and  Belleville  ;  their  left  was  on  Montmartre  ;  they 
]iad  several  redoubts  in  the  centre,  and  on  the  whole  lino  an  immense  artillery 
of  above  150  pieces.    In  ordw  to  attack  this  position,  the  Silesian  army  was 

VOL.  IX.  I> 
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directed  on  Montmartre,  St.  Denis,  and  the  villages  of  La  Yilletto  and  Pantin, 
while  the  grand  aimy  attacked  the  enemy's  right  on  the  heights  before 
alluded  to  at  Romainville  and  Belleville.  Marshal  Bliicher  made  his  own 
dispositions  for  his  attack.  The  6th  corps,  under  General  itiefski,  moved 
from  Bondy  in  three  columns  of  attack,  supported  by  the  Guards  and  reserves, 
and,  leaving  the  great  route  of  Meaux,  attacked  the  heights  of  Romainville 
and  Belleville.  These  are  very  commanding,  as  well  as  Montmartre ;  the 
ground  between  covered  with  villages  and  country  seats,  and  the  possession 
of  the  high  grounds  commands  Paris  and  all  around  them.  Prince  Eug^o 
of  Wirtembcrg's  division  of  the  6th  corps  commenced  the  attack,  and  with 
the  greatest  spirit  endured  for  a  long  period  a  very  galling  fire  of  artillery, 
being  supported  by  the  reserves  of  grenadiers.  He,  after  some  loss,  carried 
the  heights  of  Romainville,  the  enemy  retiring  to  those  of  Belleville,  behind 
them.  The  4th  corps  supported  tliis  attack  more  to  the  left,  and  was  directed 
on  the  heights  of  Rosny  and  on  Gharenton.  The  3rd  corps  of  the  army  was 
placed  in  echelon  near  Neuilly,  in  reserve,  as  well  as  the  cavalry.  The 
attack  of  the  grand  army  had  commenced  some  short  period  before  that  of 
the  Silesiau,  having  been  delayed  by  some  accident;  but  it  was  not  long 
before  Generals  Yorck  and  Kleist  debouched  near  St  Denis,  on  Auberville, 
and  hero  and  at  Pantin  a  very  obstinate  resistance  was  made.  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  William  of  Prussia  witli  his  brigade,  together  with  the 
Prussian  Guards,  were  much  distinguished.  The  enemy's  cavalry  attempted 
to  charge,  but  were  brilliantly  repulsed  by  the  Brandenburg  and  Black 
Hussar  regiments.  A  strong  redoubt  and  battery  of  the  enemy's  in  their 
centre  kept  General  Yorck's  corps  in  check  for  some  part  of  the  day,  but  their 
right  flank  being  gained  by  the  heights  of  Romainville,  as  well  as  their  loss 
in  every  part  of  the  field,  and,  finally,  the  complete  discomfiture  at  every 
point,  reduced  them  to  the  necessity  of  sending  a  flag  of  truce  to  demand  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  they  giving  up  all  the  ground  without  the  barrier  of 
Paris  until  further  arrangements  could  be  made.  The  heights  of  Montmartre 
were  to  be  placed,  by  the  generosity  of  a  beaten  enemy,  in  our  possession 
(Romainville  and  Belleville  being  carried)  at  the  moment  when  Count 
Langeron's  corps  were  about  to  storm,  and  had  already  taken  possession  of 
the  crest  of  the  hill.  Count  Woronzow's  division  also  carried  the  village  of 
La  Villette,  charging  with  two  battalions  of  chasseurs,  and  possessed  them- 
selves of  12  pieces  of  cannon,  when  they  were  also  stopped  near  the  barrier 
of  Paris  by  the  flag  of  truce.  His  Imperial  Majesty,  however,  and  Prince 
Schwarzenberg,  with  that  humanity  which  must  excite  the  applause  while 
it  culls  for  the  admiration  of  Europe,  acceded  to  a  proposition  to  make 
arrangements  in  order  to  save  the  capital  from  being  sacked  and  destroyed. 
Count  Paar,  aide-de-camp  to  Prince  Schwarzenberg,  and  Colonel  Orloff, 
aide-de-camp  to  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  were  sent  to  arrange  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  ;  and  Count  Nesselrode,  His  Imperial  Majesty's  minister,  went  in 
at  4  o'clock  this  evening,  when  the  battle  ceased,  to  Paris.  The  results  of 
tliis  victory  cannot  yet  be  known  :  numerous  pieces  of  artillery  taken  on  the 
field ;  a  large  number  of  prisoners  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  Our  loss  has 
been  something  considerable ;  but  we  have  the  consoling  hope  that  the  brave 
men  who  fell  will  accomplish  the  work  of  the  downfall  of  despotism,  and  rear 
the  standard  of  renovated  Europe  under  a  just  equilibrium  and  the  dominion 
of  its  legitimate  Sovereigns. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  my  aide-de-camp,  Captain  Harris,  with  this, 
being  with  mo  during  the  day  :  he  will  make  his  way,  I  hope,  with  the  Cossacks 
whom  Count  Woronzow  has  given  him,  and  will  acquaint  your  Lordship 
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verbally  of  details  I  can  but  imperfectly  enter  into.  When  I  receive  Colonel 
I/>we*s  report,  as  well  as  Colonel  Cooke's,  I  shall  not  fail  to  de^atch  again 
to  put  you  in  possession  of  all  further  information  in  my  power  of  this 
interesting  and  wonderful  day. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,, 

Cbables  Stbwabt. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  Prince  Schwarzenberg  has  received  a  letter 
from  Mortier,  stating  that  Caulaincourt  had  gone  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
and  that  Prince  Mettemich  was  with  Napoleon  settling  the  terms  of  peace, 
and  that  he  would  enter  into  any  arrangements  ad  interim.  A  very  proper 
reply  has  been  transmitted,  declaring  nothing  but  a  surrender  would  be 
listened  to.  The  Empress  left  Paris  yesterday  evening,  and  went  to  Bam- 
bouillet 

C.S. 

II. 
Lieut, 'Oen,  Sir  C,  Stewart  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

Mv  Lord,  Paris,  1st  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  annex  herewith  the  capitulation  of  the  city  of  Paris. 
I  feel  it  is  impossible  to  convey  to  your  Lordship  an  accurate  idea  or  a  just 
description  of  the  scene  that  presented  itself  yesterday  when  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  Prince  Schwarzcnberg  made  their  entry  at 
the  head  of  the  Allied  troops.  The  enthusiasm  and  exultation  that  were  exhi- 
bited must  have  very  far  exceeded  what  the  most  sanguine  and  devoted  friend 
of  the  ancient  dynasty  of  France  could  have  pictured  to  his  own  mind ;  and 
those  who  are  less  personally  interested,  but  equally  ardent  in  that  cause, 
could  no  longer  hesitate  in  pronouncing  that  the  restoration  of  their  legiti- 
mate King,  the  downfall  of  Buonaparte,  and  the  desire  of  peace  have  become 
the  first  and  dearest  wiah  of  the  Parisians,  who  have  by  the  events  of  these 
last  two  days  been  emancipated  from  a  system  of  terror  and  despotism  im- 
possible to  describe,  while  they  have  been  kept  in  an  ignorance,  by  the  arts 
of  falsehood  and  deceit,  incredible  for  an  enlightened  people,  and  incompre- 
hensible to  the  reflecting  part  of  mankind. 

The  cavalry  under  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine,  and  the  Guards  of  all  the 
different  Allied  forces,  were  formed  in  columns  early  in  the  morning  on  the 
road  from  Bondy  to  Paris.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  with  all  his  staff,  his 
Generals  and  their  suites  present,  proceeded  to  Pantin,  where  the  King  of 
Prussia  joined  him  with  a  similar  cortege.  These  Sovereigns,  surrounded 
by  all  the  Princes  in  the  army,  together  with  the  Prince  Field  Marshal  and 
the  Austrian  Etat-Major,  passed  through  the  Faubourg  St.  Martin  and 
entered  the  barrier  of  Paris  about  11  o'clock,  the  Cossacks  of  the  Guard 
forming  the  advance  of  the  march.  Already  was  the  crowd  so  enormous,  as 
well  as  the  acclamations  so  great,  that  it  was  difficult  to  move  forwards ;  but 
before  the  Monarchs  reached  the  Porto  de  St.  Martin  to  turn  on  the  Boule- 
vards, there  was  a  moral  impossibility  of  proceeding.  AH  Paris  seemed  to  be 
assembled  and  concentred  on  one  spot.  One  animus,  one  spring,  evidently 
directed  all  their  movements.  They  thronged  in  such  masses  round  the 
Emperor  and  the  King,  tliat  with  all  their  condescending  and  gracious  fami- 
liarity, extending  their  hands  on  all  sides,  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  satisfy 
the  populace ;  they  were  positively  eaten  up  amidst  the  cries  of  "  Vive  TEmpereur 
Alexandre  I "  **  Vive  le  Boi  de  Prusse  I "  •*  Vive  nos  Lib^rateurs  ! "  Nor  did 
the  air  alone  resound  with  these  peals,  for  with  louder  acclamations,  if  possible, 
they  were  mingled  with  those  of  "  Vive  le  Boi  1 "  "  Vive  Louis  X Vni.  I "  "  Vive 
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lo8  BourboDfi ! "  **  Baa  lo  Tyran !  '*  The  white  cockado  appeared  very  generally : 
many  of  the  National  Guards  whom  I  saw  wore  them.  The  clamorous  applause 
of  the  multitude  was  seconded  hy  a  similar  demonstration  from  all  the  houses 
along  the  line  to  the  Champs  Elys^ ;  and  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs,  as 
well  as  the  fair  hands  which  waved  them,  seemed  in  continued  requisition.  In 
short,  my  Lord,  to  have  an  idea  of  such  a  manifestation  of  electric  feeling  as 
Paris  displayed,  it  must  have  been  witnessed ;  my  humble  description  cannot 
make  you  conceive  it.  The  Sovereigns  halted  on  the  Champs  Elysdes,  where 
the  troops  defiled  before  them  in  the  most  admirable  order,  and  the  head- 
quarters were  established  at  Paris.  I  mentioned  to  your  Lordship  at  the  con- 
clusion of  my  last  letter  the  fact  of  Mortier  s  letter  relative  to  M.  Caulain- 
court  having  gone  again  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria :  you  may  therefore  imagine 
the  astonishment  that  was  excited  by  his  appearing  at  the  Imperial  head- 
quarters at  Bondy  the  following  morning.  When  men  in  high  situations 
resort  to  falsehood  and  chicane,  what  must  be  the  state  to  which  they  and 
their  cause  are  fallen !  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  declaration  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  together  with  another  declaration,  which,  though  not 
official,  is  delivered  all  over  Paris.  Buonaparte,  it  now  appears,  moved  his  army 
from  Troyes  by  Sens,  towards  Fontaineblcau,  where  I  suppose  the  d^ris  oi 
Mortier's  and  Marmont's  corps  will  join  him.  He  arrived  in  his  own  person 
at  Fromont  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  would  have  been  in  Paris  had  it  not 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Allies.  On  hearing  what  had  occurred,  he 
returned  to  Corbeil,  and  from  thence  has  probably  collected  his  army  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fontaineblcau,  which  cannot  amount  to  more  than  40,000  or 
50,000  men.  That  he  may  make  a  desperate  attempt  I  think  probable,  if  his 
army  stands  by  him,  which  will  be  questionable,  if  Uie  Senate  and  nation  pro- 
nounce themselves.  The  Allied  armies  march  to-morrrow,  with  tlie  exception  of 
the  Ouards  and  reserves,  who  remain  here,  towards  Fontaineblcau,  and  will 
take  up  a  position  or  be  regulated  by  the  movements  of  Buonaparte. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c^ 

Charles  Stewart. 

in. 

Lieut'Oen.  Sir  C.  Stewart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  WeUingtan, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  1st  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  tliat  since  I  closed  my  despatches 
this  day,  I  learn  the  Senate  had  a  meeting,  and  liave  declared  that  as  Buona- 
parte has  deserted  them,  they  feel  themselves  authorized  in  choosing  another 
chief  to  the  government  of  France,  and  that  they  are  unanimous  in  declaring 
for  their  legitimate  Sovereign  Louis  XVIII.  I  have  no  time  for  further  par^ 
ticulars,  as  I  fear  Lord  Cathcart  will  have  despatched  the  messenger. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Charles  Stewart. 

IV. 

Lieut'Oen.  Sir  C.  Stewart  to  Field  Marsftal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

Head-quarters,  Paris,  2nd  April,  1814. 
I  have  long  and  in  vain  tried,  my  dear  Lord,  to  open  a  communication  with 
you.    Not  liaving  tlie  power  with  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  to  persuade  him  to 
send  some  Cossacki^  I  liavo  been  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed.    Since  the  events 
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of  these  two  last  days,  I  trust  there  can  he  no  douht  of  the  ^janish  officer 
who  has  heen  liberated  from  prison  reaching  you :  if  he  does,  he  will  only 
giye  you  my  details  of  what  you  will  probably  already  know.  But  at  all 
events  I  hope  hearing  from  me  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you ;  and  if  you 
send  the  man  back,  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  knowing  how  you  are,  and 
how  all  my  friends  are  with  you. 

I  think  I  may  fairly  and  completely  congratulate  you  on  the  exit  of 
Napoleon.  Your  predictions  have  all  turned  out  true,  and  Europe  and  pos- 
terity will  neyer  cease  to  bless  your  name.  I  am  unwilling  to  add  more  on 
this  chance. 

We  are  in  moyement  on  Fontainebleau  against  the  d^ris  of  the  French 
army ;  but  I  conceive,  from  what  has  occurred  in  the  Senate  yesterday,  we  shall 
have  little  more  fighting. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

Ever  most  affectionately  yours, 

GiiARLEs  Stewart. 

Castlereagh  is  with  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  When  our  communications 
were  broken  in  upon,  he  went  to  Dijon  with  all  the  ministers,  &c.,  and  the 
Emperor,  except  Nesselrode,  who  is  here. 

Let  me  recommend  the  bearer  to  yon,  and,  if  you  have  an  opportunity,  send 
on  my  letters  to  Lord  Bathurst,  and  let  him  know  you  have  heard  from  me. 


Proclamation  No.  52.  [  759.  ] 

Par  son  Excellence  le  Feld  Marechal  Marquis  de  Wellington, 

Au  Quartier-G^n^ral,  ce  26  Avril,  18H. 

La  municipality  de  St  Jean  de  Luz  est  autoris^  de  prendre 
la  somme  de  mille  cent  et  douze  francs  cinquante  deux  centimes 
sur  Targent  provenant  des  Douanes,  pour  payer  les  salaires  des 
officiers  employes  a  la  surveillance  des  Douanes  pendant  le 
mois  de  Mars  sur  un  6tat  a  moi  donne. 

Sign^  par  Mons.  Dominique  Laxalde  et  Mons.  Baimond 
St.  Jean,  et  dat^  le  30  Mars. 

Wellington. 


Proclamation  No.  54.  [  760.  ] 

Far  le  Feld  Marechal  Marquis  de  Wellington,  Commandant  en  Chef  les 

ArmSes  Alliees. 

Au  Quartiei^G^n^l,  ce  26  Avril,  1814. 

La  municipality  de  St.  Jean  de  Luz  est  charge  d'avancer  la 
somme  de  mille  deux  cents  soixante  et  un  francs  soixante  qua- 
torze  centimes  sur  I'argent  provenant  des  Douaneft,  i^mt  \»:^^x 
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les  salaires  et  autres  frais  de  radrainistration  de  la  ville  de 
Siboure  pour  le  mois  de  Mars,  sur  un  ^tat  a  moi  donne. 
Sign6  par  Mons.  Dechets  et  Mons.  Dautche. 

Wellington. 


Monsieur  Charles  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

MONSEIONEUR,  Montaaban,  le  26  AttiI,  1814. 

Je  me  fais  un  devoir  de  rendre  compte  de  tout  ce  qui  peut  6tre  utile  k  la 
famille  illustre  qui  vient  enfin  de  remontor  sur  un  trone  qu'elle  n'auroit 
jamais  d<i  perdre  si  Tamour  pour  ses  sujets  eut  M  le  pr^servatif  contre  Tin- 
trigue.  J'ai  d^jk  rendu  compte  au  gouvemement  provisoire  de  tout  ce  qui 
s'est  pass^  dans  notre  ville  depuis  le  12  k  midi  jusqu'au  15  k  onze  heures 
du  soir :  je  vous  en  donne  copie.  J*ai  signale'  les  hommes  qui  ont  enfin 
arbonS  la  cocarde  blanche,  quoique  la  rouge  soit  dans  le  coeur.  Leur  oon- 
duite  est  la  mdme :  tout  ce  que  I'inertie  peut  jeter  de  ddfavcur  sur  les 
^v6nemens  actuels  est  employ^  pour  faire  des  m^contens  et  exciter  des 
troubles.  Vous  allez  juger  de  ce  que  Ton  doit  craindre  des  trois  hommes 
qui  sont  a  la  t^te  de  Tadministration.  Le  g^n^ral,  le  pr^fet,  et  le  maire 
sont  les  chefs  d'une  men^e  que  Ton  peut  regarder  com  me  une  conspiration. 
Tout  est  en  mouvement  pour  faire  des  adresses  et  envoyer  des  d^put^, 
soit  k  Paris,  soit  aupr6s  de  Monseigncur  le  Due  d'Angouleme.  La  majorite 
de  ces  repr^sentans  dans  certaines  deputations  est  la  representation  de  tout 
ce  qui  tenoit  le  plus  au  syst^me  tirannique  :  ils  n'ont  pas  os^  se  presenter 
en  masse  ;  il  a  fallu  s'adjoindre  une  minority  d'hommes  recommandables 
par  leur  morality.  II  sera  facile  de  d^voiler  cette  faction  qui  veut  ^tre  en 
permanence  quelque  chose  qu'il  arrive  pour  ou  contre. 

La  journ^e  du  24  fait  oonnoitre  combien  il  est  instant  d'organiser  Tauto- 
rite  d'une  manifere  k  assurer  le  service.  L'armee  du  Gdn^ral  Soult  a  pris 
ses  cantonnemens  dans  le  ddpartemcnt  de  Tam-et-Garonne,  etc.  L'arriv^e 
des  troupes  a  sdrement  iH  annoncde.  Ce  n'est  cependant  qu'k  6  heures  du 
soir  que  la  farine  a  M  distribute  pour  faire  le  pain  dont  la  distribution  pour 
le  25  n'a  pas  eu  lieu.  Le  meme  jour,  k  10  heures  du  matin,  Ic  maire,  de 
concert  avec  le  g^n^ral,  fait  publier  que  les  soldats  n'ayant  pas  de  paye,  les 
habitans  sont  invitds  k  leur  donner  la  viande  sans  s'inquidter,  si  on  en  trou- 
veroit  chez  les  bouchers.  Cette  imprdvoyance  a  fait  que  les  habitans  n'ont 
pas  trouv6  d'approvisionnemens  le  24  et  le  25.  II  est  essentiel  de  vous 
assurer  que  les  magasins  sont  remplis  de  farine,  et  que  des  fonds  qui  ont 
M  leves  arbitrairement  sur  diffdrentes  parties  sont  entre  les  mains  de  cer- 
taines personnes  qui  auroient  bien  trouvd  de  la  viande  sous  le  rdgimo  Na- 
poldon,  et  qui  n'auroient  pas  dii  employer  une  partie  de  ces  fonds  dans  des 
gratifications  pr6maturdes. 

La  distribution  de  ces  troupes  a  dtd  faito  chez  les  habitans  comme  de 
coutume.  Les  hommes  honnetes  y  ont  particij^d  comme  enncmis,  et  les 
partisans  de  lancien  gouvemement  comme  privildgids.  La  garde  urbaine  a 
dtd  insultde  en  entcndant  crier  par  la  troupe,  "  A  bas  le  drapeau  blanc !"  L'au- 
toritd  a  gardd  le  silence  sur  ce  cri ;  elle  n'a  fait  nulle  recherche  meme  pour 
la  forme.    Les  proxxM  que  les  eoldats  tienncnt  dans  les  maisons  oti  ils  sont 
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re^iis  prouvent  assez  le  mauvais  esprit  des  officiers.  On  a  fait  courir  le 
bruit  que  deux  des  frcres  de  Napol<k>n,  Joseph  et  Jdrome,  avoient  chacun 
un  corps  de  partisans  dans  les  environs  d'OrWans.  Cette  nouvelle  a  etd  ac- 
cueillie  avec  plaisir,  et  le  r^sultat  a  6t6  que  le  soldat  a  cri^  dans  les  rues  "Vive 
TEmpereur !  Au  diable  le  Roi  I"  D'apr^  tout  ce  qui  se  passe,  je  vous  prie 
de  faire  examiner  k  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'Angoul^me,  dont  on  annonce 
Tarriv^  k  Montauban,  s'il  est  prudent  de  passer  dans  ce  moment  sur  toute 
\me  ligne  jusqu* k  Bordeaux,  oti  il  y  a  des  moyens  d'entreprendre  un  attentat 
dont  le  bon  esprit  de  la  majority  des  habitans  ne  pourroit  le  garantir. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  avec  le  plus  profond  respect, 

Monseigneur, 

Chables, 
In^pectear  des  Contributions. 

[Enclosube.] 

Bulletin  de  ce  qui  8*e9t  passi  dans  la  VUte  de  Montauban  depuis  le  12  a 

midi  jusqu^au  15,  11  heures  du  soir, 

Montauban,  le  16  Avril,  1814. 

Depuis  trois  mois  la  ville  de  Montauban  est  sous  un  joug  qui  a  aigri  tous  les 
citoyens  au  point  de  desirer  Tinvasion  de  Tennemi  comme  leur  salut. 

Foiblesse  d'un  maire  qui  pr^f^re  sa  tranquillity  k  Tusage  de  bcb  devoirs,  et 
qui  ne  fait  que  ce  qui  est  profitable  k  son  ambition,  sans  ^gard  k  la  justice  dis- 
tributive. 

Vexation  d*un  prdfet,  dont  la  conduite  dans  Tassiettc,  la  Icv^e,  et  Temploi 
des  impots  extraordinaires  exige  un  examen  dd  k  des  administr^s  qui  ont  vu 
p^rir  des  acquisitions  en  nature  pour  nourrir  100,000  pendant  un  an. 

De  plus  un  renforcement  de  despotisme  par  un  general  dont  le  refVain  dans 
tous  les  dires  ^toit  fusillade,  et  que  les  administrds  pouvoient  attendre  de  sea 
fureurs.  II  n'a  manque  que  Tex^ution ;  elle  n'^toit  pas  ^oiguce  ;  une  liste 
de  proscription  avoit  ^te  concerts  entre  lui  et  le  prefet.  Tout  doit  preparer  k 
croire  que  de  pareUs  hommes  sont  peu  propres  k  servir  des  Princes  dont  la. 
bont^  se  manifeste  d'nne  mani^re  si  ^latante.  Des  faits  vont  confirmer  leur 
devouement  k  I'ancien  gouvemement,  qui  convenoit  si  bien  k  leur  caract^ro. 
Les  voeux  de  tous  les  citoyens  les  rejettent ;  leur  conservation  dans  Tadmini- 
stration  du  departcment  attire  le  bonheur  des  administr^i. 

Le  12,  k  une  heure  du  soir,  un  courrier  est  arrive.  II  a  dit  publiqucment 
qu'il  ^toit  le  pr^curseur  des  plus  heureuses  nouvellcs.  La  France  va  jouir  de 
la  paix ;  le  S^nat  a  prononc^  la  ddch^nce  de  Napol^n  Buonaparte  ;  le 
courrier  Anglais  qui  me  suit  vous  confirmera  la  nouvelle  ;  il  precede  la  voituro 
de  Monsieur  St.  Simon  et  d*un  g^n^ral  Anglais,  qui  se  rendent  au  plus  vite  a 
Toulouse  pour  faire  cesser  I'effusion  de  sang.  Tout  s'est  confirm^  Le  courrier 
Anglais  est  arrive,  et  s'est  rendu  de  suite  chez  le  gen^l.  Une  dcmio  heuro 
api^  Monsieur  de  St.  Simon  et  le  g^^ral  Anglais  sont  aussi  arriv^  Le  Ge- 
neral Loverdo,  commandant  le  d^partement,  les  a  invito  de  se  rcndre  chez  lui, 
oil  ils  ont  4i^  retenus  un  tems  plus  quo  moral  dans  la  circonstance,  do  manit^re 
que  le  peuple,  impatient  de  jouir  de  la  vue  des  porteurs  d*un  si  heureuse  nou- 
velle, a  craint  qu'un  homme  dont  les  mauvaises  intentions  sont  si  connues  les 
retient  prisonniers.  Ce  n*est  qu*k  deux  heures  passees,  sans  consideration 
pour  leur  mission,  et  pour  les  ^v^nemens  qui  pouvoient  avoir  lieu  par  un  re- 
tard, qn*ils  ont  pu  prendre  la  route  pour  aller  k  leur  destination.  A  trois 
beures  le  courrier  de  Paris  est  arrivd.    Les  papiers  publics  ont  Ikit  connottro 
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tout  ce  qui  s'^toit  pass^  dans  la  capitale,  et  lea  actes  dn  gouYomement  pro- 
vifloire. 

On  croiroit  qne  les  autorit^  se  sont  empress^  de  publier  ct  de  confinner 
le  bonheur  des  Fran9ai8.  Elles  sont  resti^s  muettes  et  dans  Tinaction.  Entraves, 
suspicions  sur  la  v^te  des  faits,  faux  bruits  r<^pandus  pour  les  alterer,  redou- 
blement  de  fureurs,  ont  e'te  les  rc^sultats  sur  cot  cve'nement.  Lo  courrier  a  etd 
arr6t^  et  forc^  de  prendre  une  route  etrang^re  k  la  porte.  H  a  proteste  centre 
cet  acte  de  violence  k  Gaussade,  oli  il  a  pris  les  moyens  les  plus  prompts  pour 
fiaire  connoitre  les  actes  du  gouvemement  provisoire.  Continuation  de  Tctat 
de  siege,  continuation  des  barricades  dans  les  rues,  menaces  des  soldats  et  des 
officiers  k  I'egard  des  habitans,  qui  s'abandonnoient  k  la  joie  d'etre  delivrds  du 
joug  militaire,  tolerance  du  general  dans  ce  desordre.  On  dcvroit  s'attendro 
qu'un  moment  d'erreur  seroit  r^par^  et  que  la  r(?flexion  basde  sur  I'inte'ret 
Temporteroit.  Rien  n'a  pr^valu ;  11  y  a  eu  accroissement ;  bruit  re'pandu  qu  o 
TEmpereur  arriyoit  dans  le  midi  avec  80,000  hommes.  perseverance  dans  les 
menaces,  sont  la  reponso  au  journal  officiel.  La  ntoitie  de  la  joume'e  du  12  e  t 
cello  du  13  se  passent  comme  si  Tautoritc  n'eut  aucune  obligation  k  reraplir  a 
regard  du  public.  La  garde  urbaine  s'assemble,'elle  est  cemife  par  la  troupe ; 
ce  n'est  qu'au  bonheur  qui  pr^ide  k  tout  ce  qui  arrive  qu'il  n'y  a  pas  eu  eflfu- 
sion  de  song.  Ce  n'est  que  le  14,  k  11  heurcs  du  matin,  quo  la  proclamation 
du  pr^fet  paroit ;  elle  est  suivie  de  celle  du  maire,  et  malgre  cette  authenticite 
tardive,  le  peuple  est  encore  comprimd.  II  est  incertain  s'il  pent  faire  dis- 
paroitre  toutes  ces  barricades  dans  les  rues,  qui  sont  autant  do  signes  du  joug 
oil  on  Youdroit  le  retenir.  II  a  fallu  Tattachement  des  habitans  de  cette  villc 
k  la  dynastie  des  Bourbons,  dont  ils  n'ont  point  oubli^  le  gouvemement  patcr- 
nel  pour  no  point  souiller  de  si  beaux  jours  par  une  resistance  k  cette  oppres- 
sion si  contraire  k  r<nan  de  leurs  &mes.  La  conduite  de  ces  trois  hommes  n'est 
point  equivoque :  Tesprit  est  le  mdme  ;  ils  vont  de  concert. 

Le  maire  est  un  bomme  nul  qui  sait  le  mal  comme  le  bien.  II  a  quelques 
partisans  quMl  n'a  jamais  oblige  qu'au  prejudice  du  public. 

Le  pre'fet  a  retarde  jusqu'au  14,  k  11  heurcs  du  matin,  pour  faire  afficher  sa 
proclamation.  Son  incertitude  n'a  4ie  vaincu  que  par  la  communication  qui 
lui  a  4t4  faite  le  13  k  9  heures  du  soir,  de  cello  du  maire  de  Toulouse.  H  n'a 
pris  le  signe  de  la  paix  que  lo  13  dans  la  nuit,  ct  le  14  il  a  paru  en  public  sans 
CO  signe. 

Lo  g^n^l  a  4td  constamment  en  opposition  a  tout  ce  qui  pent  scrvir  les 
vues  du  gouvemement  provisoire.  Colloquo  prolonge'  pour  retarder  Tarriveo 
des  commissaircs  k  Toulouse ;  empdchement  au  courrier  de  prendre  la  route 
ordinaire  pour  dter  la  connoissanco  des  ^v^nemcns  ;  violence  qui  lui  a  4ie  faito 
sur  la  place  publiquo  pour  le  mettre  k  Tunisson  et  crier  "  Vive  Louis  XVIII. ! " 
refus  d'arborer  le  signe  de  la  paix  qui  lui  dtoit  presente'  en  demandant  un  jour 
pour  r^pondre  k  I'invitation  qui  lui  dtoit  faite ;  demando  d'argent  et  do  vivres 
pour  des  consents,  qui  n'attendent  que  la  permission  pour  se  rendre  chez  eux  ; 
accord  avec  le  pre'fet  pour  les  retenir ;  enfin  tout  ce  qui  jette  de  I'incertitude 
sur  les  ^vcnemens  prdscns :  tcl  est  I'dtat  des  choscs  dans  notro  ville.  Sa 
situation  mente  I'attention  du  gouvemement.  L'esprit  des  habitans  estau 
demier  degre'  do  I'enthousiasme.  C'est  un  devoir  bien  doux,  et  un  grand  sou- 
lagement  pour  tout  homme  ddvoue  k  cette  cause,  de  mettre  sous  les  ycux 
d'un  gouvemement  Tattachement  d'un  peuple  qui  connoit  retendue  do  sou 
bonheur,  et  do  designer  des  hommes  qui  no  sont  pas  dignes  d'y  contribuer. 

Lo  15,  a  10  heures  du  matin,  la  levee  do  I'e'tat  de  sidge  est  proelameo,  aux 
cris  de  "  Vive  Louis  XVIII. !  "    Les  lauricrs  sont  sur  toutes  les  fendtres. 

A  midi  les  autorit^  se  sont  rendues  chez  M.  le  prdfet  pour  allor  reconnoitre 
publiquemeut  le  gouvemement  provisoire.    C'est  dans  cette  assemble  oil  s'est 
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pass^  une  sc^ne  scondaleuse.  Monsieur  le  prefet  s'est  approch^  de  Monsieur 
le  substitut  dn  Procureur-Gen^l,  et  Ta  traite  de  factieax  pour  avoir  ecrit  au 
general  que  des  soldats  qui  n*ont,  commo  leurs  chefs  civils  et  militairea,  aucune 
mesnre  dans  leurs  actions,  s'^toient  porte  k  des  exc^  contre  une  femme  et 
contre  un  pr^tre  respectable.  Cette  apostrophe  a  6i4  relevee  avec  fermet^  et 
verity  par  ce  mag^strat,  qui  a  r^pondu  qu'il  n'y  avoit  de  factieux  que  Tautorite 
qui  coinprimoit  les  ^lans  du  peuple  envers  le  Souverain  qui  yient  de  remonter 
sur  le  trone  de  ses  aieux,  et  qu'il  feroit  connottre  cette  conduite  r^Yoltante, 
qui  pent  dtre  regard^e  comme  une  rebellion  ouyerte.  Dans  ce  moment  le 
G^n^ral  Bessi^res  s'est  approch^  du  prefet,  et  lui  a  dit  qu*il  ^toit  e'tonnant  quo  le 
premier  magistrat  troublat  la  tranquillity  quand  il  devoit  douner  Texemple  du 
calme. 

A  2  heures  le  gouyemement  provisoire  a  4i4  reconnu  aux  cris  de  **  Viye 
Louis  XVin.  I  *'  et  Tiyresse  du  plaisir  est  k  son  comble. 

A  6  heures  lea  tambours  et  les  instrumens  se  sont  rendus  sur  la  place.  Ijes 
maisons  sont  illumin^es,  excepto  celle  du  general,  mon  voisin.  Le  peuplo 
danse  et  se  livre  k  une  joio  qu'il  est  plus  aise  de  sentir  que  de  peindre.  II  est 
11  heures,  et  tout  est  encore  en  mouvement. 

CUARLKS. 

Ce  bulletin  a  et^  adress^  k  Monsieur  de  Montesquieu,  membre  du  gouveme- 
meut  provisoire. 


Lieut.  A,  F,  Southwell  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Weilington, 

Mt  Lord,  St.  Andreo,  near  Barcelona,  26th  April,  IS  14. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  arrived  here  yester- 
day, where  I  found  General  Copons  had  established  his  head  quarters.  Ho 
sent  me  this  morning  into  Barcelona  to  communicate  with  the  French 
General,  Baron  de  Flabert,  who  consented  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities 
between  the  two  armies.  I  received  from  Marshal  Suchet  a  separate  article 
from  the  treaty  (allowing  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  French  in  the  port 
of  Barcelona  to  return  to  France  unmolested  by  our  cruisers,  dated  Tou- 
louse, the  20th  ultimo,  and  signed  by  your  Lordship),  which,  with  the 
treaty,  I  had  the  honour  of  delivering  to  General  Copons.  The  vessels  are 
in  consequence  to  quit  the  port  of  Barcelona  the  day  of  the  evacuation  of 
the  place  by  the  French  garrison. 

I  have  not  as  yet  received  further  instructions  from  General  Copons,  but 
I  understand  from  him  I  am  to  proceed  this  evening  with  Marshal  Suchet's 
aides-de-camp  to  Tortosa,  where  I  hope  to  arrive  the  day  after  to-morrow. 
I  have  forwarded  your  Lordship's  despatch  to  General  Clinton,  who  I  under- 
stand is  at  Tarragona. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  F.  SOUTHWEIX, 
Lieut.  14th  Light  Dragoons. 
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The  Duke  of  Clarence  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

Deab  Mabqxtebs,  Deal,  27th  April,  1814. 

By  the  tender  and  affectionate  attention  of  the  Prince  Regent  I  last  night 
received  the  *  Gazette'  and  a  letter  from  my  son,  full  of  gratitude  to  your 
Lordship  for  your  kindness  and  concern  to  my  gallant  Hussar,  who  has  had 
the  high  honour  of  fighting  the  battles  of  his  Sovereign  under  the  Marquess 
of  Wellington.  A  father  cannot  wish  either  to  lose  or  to  have  his  child 
wounded  ;  but  I  know  our  country  must  be  supported,  and  I  rejoice  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  dear  and  gallant  George  is  so  well.  I  want  words 
to  express  how  very  sincerely  I  feel  your  Lordship's  care  andjkindness 
towards  my  wounded  son.  I  only  hope  he  will  keep  quiet,  and  then  I 
make  no  doubt  he  will  soon  recover. 

I  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  this  last  victory  obtiuned  by  His 
Majesty's  troops,  and  rejoice  there  is  at  length  a  prospect  of  an  end  being 
put  to  the  flowing  of  human  blood.  How  different,  thank  God,  must  be 
your  sensation  from  the  feelings  of  the  fallen  Corsican  despot  I  It  is  truth — 
to  your  Lordship  does  Europe  owe  her  deliverance.  You  taught  the 
Emperor  Alexander  and  his  Russian  subjects,  by  the  Portuguese  stand,  to 
defend  their  country ;  the  King  of  Prussia  and  his  subjects  followed  my 
friend  Alexander's  example  and  advice ;  and  all  Europe  has  risen  to  free 
itself.  Proud  and  nobly  proud  must  your  Lordship  feel ;  and  I  knew 
Arthur  Wellesley  a  Captain  in  the  58th  regiment  at  Cork.  I  cannot  con- 
clude without  once  more  thanking  your  Lordship  for  your  kindness  to 
my  SOD, 

And  ever  remain,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  sincerely, 

William,  P. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  af  Wellington, 

Mt  deab  Lobd,  Downing  Street,  27th  April,  1814. 

The  wounds  which  Sir  John  Hope  has  unfortunately  received  will  place 
it  out  of  his  power  to  accept  the  command  of  the  expedition  to  America.  I 
wish,  therefore,  your  Lordship  will  inform  me  without  loss  of  time,  by  the 
way  of  Paris,  whether  Sir  Rowland  Hill  is  inclined  to  accept.  In  that 
case,  beg  him  to  set  off  for  England  by  Paris  without  delay :  if  he  should 
decline,  my  intention  is  to  offer  the  command  to  Sir  Edward  Paget,  who  is 
just  arrived  in  England. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  sincerely, 

Bathubst. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

My  deab  Lobd,  Pans,  27th  April,  1814. 

I  received  with  great  satisfaction  your  letter  by  Charles,  and  shall  write 
this  night  to  impart  my  sentiments  to  the  Prince  Regent  upon  the  import- 
ance of  your  tfiiing  charge  of  his  affairs  at  this  Court,  where  personal 
weight,  decision,  and  judgment  are  essentially  requisite  to  mature  the 
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auspicions  results  of  this  most  glorious  war.  I  cannot  doubt  the  eagerness 
with  which  His  Royal  Highness  will  embrace  any  occasion  of  preserving 
to  himself  your  active  services. 

With  respect  to  the  period  when  you  should  present  your  credentials,  I 
should  wish  to  conform  to  your  convenience  and  what  your  own  judgment 
may  dictate  with  respect  to  your  present  charge.  If  you  find  yourself 
enabled  to  pay  even  a  cursory  visit  to  Paris,  we  can  talk  the  matter  over 
together ;  if  not,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  such  suggestions  as  occur.  We 
hope  to  sign  our  peace  with  France,  and  that  I  shall  be  enabled  to  set  out 
from  hence  about  the  15th  of  next  month,  llie  convention  transmitted  by 
the  last  messenger  clears  away  much  of  the  ground-work. 

Pole  arrived  yesterday.  I  have  stated  to  him  what  has  i)assed  between 
us,  and  he  seems  disposed  to  postpone  his  excursion  to  you  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  you  here. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  sincerely  yours, 

Cabtlxbeagb. 


Major-Qen,  the  Hon,  C,  CclviUe  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of 

WeUington, 

My  Lobd,  Boucaut,  27th  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  enclose  the  arrangements  for  a  suspension  of 
hostilities  agreed  upon  this  day  between  the  Governor  of  Bayonne  and  my- 
self, and  which  I  hope  will  be  found  conformable  to  your  Lordship's  inten- 
tions, and  be  honoured  by  your  approval. 

I  further  transmit  the  Governor's  letters  to  me  of  yesterday  and  to-day, 
and  his  ordre  du  jour  enclosed  in  the  latter. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  by  the  former  that  he  had  acceded  to  my  proposal 
of  treating  before  the  arrivad  of  the  oflBcers  from  the  Due  de  Dalmatie,  who, 
however,  came  opportunely  to  give  the  desirable  appearance  of  con- 
sistency and  military  etiquette  to  his  conduct. 

I  desired  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burgoyne  would  mention  how  acceptable  a 
peace  offering  the  restoration  of  Sir  John  Hope  and  our  other  prisoners 
would  be  to  us ;  but  the  subject  was  rather  evaded,  with  the  assurance  only 
that  what  officers  wished  it  would  be  allowed  to  go  in  and  visit  them. 

However  informal  my  doing  so,  your  Lordship  will,  I  trust,  excuse  my 
taking  this  opportunity  of  offering  my  most  sincere  congratulations  on  the 
proud  and  happy  state  of  things  to  which  the  British  nation  and  govern- 
ment, and,  why  should  I  omit  them  ?  the  Allied  army  under  your  Lord- 
ship's command,  have  so  essentially  contributed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

C.  COLVILLE. 

[Let  a  copy  be  made  of  the  convention  as  soon  as  possible,  that 
I  may  confirm  and  return  it. 

Welluigton.] 
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[Enclosubeb.] 

I. 

Siupensian  cTarmes  entre  la  Oamison  de  Bayonne  et  les  Troupes  AUiees 

qui  font  U  Uocus  de  ceUe  place, 

Monaeur  le  G^n^ral  Honorable  Oharles  Colvillo,  commandant  les  tronpes 
alli^  devant  Bayonne,  et  Monsiear  le  G^n^ral  de  Division  Baron  Thouyenot, 
commandant  superieor  de  Bayonne,  ddsirant  conclure  une  suapendon  d'armes 
entre  les  troupes  alli^es  sous  les  ordres  de  Monsieur  le  G^n^ral  Colville.  et  la 
gamison  de  Bayonne  sous  les  ordres  de  Monsieur  le  G^ndral  de  Division  Baron 
Thouvenot,  et  so  conformer  k  oet  ^gard  k  la  suspension  d'armes  qui  a  6i4  con- 
clue  le  18  de  ce  mois  entre  MM.  les  Mar^haux  Dues  de  Dalmatie  et  d*Albu- 
fera  et  le  Feld-Mar^chal  Marquis  de  Wellington,  ont  nomm^  les  officiers  ci- 
api^  d^gn^  pour  cet  objet : 

De  la  part  de  Monsieur  le  G^^ral  Honorable  Oharles  Colville,  Monsieur 
Burgoyne,  Lieutenant-Colonel  du  Corps  Royal  du  G^nie  au  service  de 
SJd.B. ;  et  de  la  part  de  Monsieur  le  General  Baron  Thouvenot,  Monsieur 
(3k>ugeon,  colonel  du  94e  regiment  d'infanterie  de  ligne. 

Ce«  officiers,  apr^  avoir  eohang€  leurs  pleins  pouvoirs,  sent  convenus  des 
articles  suivans : — 

Art.  I. 

A  compter  de  la  date  de  la  pr^nte  convention,  il  y  aura  suspension  d'armes 
entre  les  arm^s  alli^  sous  les  ordres  de  M.  le  G^^ral  Colville,  et  la  gamison 
de  Bayonne  sous  lea  ordres  de  M.  le  G^n^ral  de  Division  Baron  Thouvenot. 

Art.  U. 

Les  hostilit^i  ne  pourront  etre  recommence  de  part  et  d'autre  que  cinq 
jours  apr^  la  notification  de  la  rupture  de  la  pr^nte  convention  ;  mais  vingt- 
quatre  heuros  apr^  cette  notification  les  deux  parties  contractantes  pourront 
r^tablir  leurs  avant-postes  comme  ils  le  font  au  moment  de  la  signature  de  la 
pr^sente  suspension  d'armes. 

Art.  hi. 

Les  avant-postes  des  deux  parties  contractantes  resteront  dans  leurs  positions 
actnelles,  mais  en  les  portant  de  part  et  d'autre  en  arri^  autant  que  les  1(»- 
calit^  le  permettront  pour  augmenter  Tespace  neutre  entr'eux.  Cet  objet  sera 
arr£td  sur  les  lieux  par  des  oommissaires  qui  d^^uoront  MM.  les  G^neraux 
Colville  et  Thouvenot,  et  qui  feront  planter  les  jalons  sur  les  points  princi- 
paux. 

Art.  rV. 

MM.  les  Gdn^raux  Colville  et  Thouvenot  prendront  des  mesures  pour  que 
les  troupes  respectivement  sous  leurs  ordres  ne  fassent  aucune  incursion  dans 
le  terrain  reconuu  neutre  pendant  la  durde  de  la  suspension  d'armes. 

Art.  V. 

A  dater  du  jour  de  la  ratification  de  la  pr^ente  convention,  la  gamison  do 
Bayonne  aura  la  faculty  de  se  procurer,  de  rexterieur,  dans  un  rayon  de  huit 
lieux,  dont  les  villes  de  Dax  et  Peyrehorade  font  partie,  la  quantity  de  vivres 
et  denrees  port^  en  I'etat  annexe'  k  la  presente  convention.  Cos  vivres  et 
denrees  devrout  6tre  foumis  par  des  requisitions  frapp^  sur  les  communes, 
d'api^  les  bons  qu'elles  recevront  k  cet  cffet  des  commissaires  des  gucrrcs  de 
la  place  de  Bayonne,  qui  seront  charge  de  cette  operation.  Les  villes  do 
St.  Jean  de  Luz  et  de  Cambo  ne  seront  pas  sotunises  k  ces  r^uisitious. 
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Si  cependant  on  tronve  des  entrepreneurs  qui  yeulent  faire  la  foumiture  dc8 
subsists^ces  joumali^res,  ce  moyen  sera  pr^fdr^,  et  il  leur  sera  foumi,  par  les 
troupes  alliees,  les  passeports  ot  autorisations  neccssaires  pour  faire  lours 
achats  dans  le  pays. 

Art.  VI. 

MM.  les  maires  de  Bayonue  et  de  St.  Esprit  auront  la  faculty,  pendant  la 
dur^  de  la  suspension  d'armcs,  do  faire  entrer  dans  ces  villes  les  yivres  et 
autres  denr^es  joumellement  n^cessaires  pour  la  subsistance  de  leurs  habitans. 
La  yille  de  Bayonno  sera  calculee  sur  une  population  de  douze  mille  &mes,  et 
celle  de  St.  Esprit  sur  une  population  de  cinq  mille. 

La  circulation  des  habitans  de  la  campagne  sera  libre  pour  entrer  k  Bayonne 
ct  k  St.  Esprit,  et  pour  en  sortir,  les  jours  de  march^  ordinaire,  aveo  des  l^giimes 
frais  et  autres  denr^es  qui  se  portent  joumellement  dans  les  marches.  Ces 
mcmes  habitans  pourront  retoumer  chez  eux  avoc  les  objet^  qu'ils  auront 
achet^  k  Bayonne  et  li  St  Esprit. 

Art.  vn. 

Les  transports  des  denr^  qui  seront  destine  pour  Bayonne  et  St.  Esprit 
pourront  y  arriver  par  terre  ot  par  eau,  et  il  sera  ddiivrd  des  passeports  en  con- 
B^uenco. 

Art.  Vin. 

Les  courriers  et  estafettes  destine  pour  Bayonne  pourront  y  entrer  et  en 
sortir  librcment  lorsqu'ils  seront  munis  de  passeports  valables. 

Art.  IX. 

Les  habitans  strangers  k  la  population  ordinaire  de  Bayonne  ot  de  St. 
Esprit  auront  la  faculty  de  retoumer  imm^diatement  dans  lours  foyers,  oon- 
duisant  avoc  eux  leurs  bostiauz  et  emportant  leurs  effete ;  et  les  habitans  de 
Bayonne  et  de  St  Esprit  qui  auraient  quitt^  ces  villes  It  raison  des  circon- 
stances  auront  la  faculty  d*y  rentrer  ayec  leurs  denr^es  et  marchandises. 

Art.  X. 

Dans  le  cas  oU  il  y  aurait  des  dortours  de  part  et  d'antre  pendant  la  dur^ 
do  la  presento  suspension,  lis  seront  arr€t^  et  respectivement  rendus  s'ils  sont 
r^lam^j. 

Art.  XI. 

liOS  propri^taircs  qui  se  trouveront  dans  les  terrains  d^gnds  pour  £tre 
neutres  pourront  librement  s'occuper  de  la  culture  do  leurs  proprie't^,  et  seront, 
au  besoin,  proteg^  par  les  troupes  alliees  et  par  la  garnison  de  Bayonno. 

Art.  Xn. 

M.  le  G^dral  commandant  la  garnison  de  Bayonne  consent  k  ce  quo  les 
troupes  aUi^  puissont  faire  transporter  par  eau  k  travers  la  place  de  Bayonne 
les  yivres  et  autres  effets  qui  lour  sont  ndcessaires,  k  condition  que  les  barques 
qui  serviront  k  ces  transports  no  seront  pas  armies,  et  que  les  troupos  alUees 
s'abstiondront  de  r^uisitions  de  vivres  dans  le  rayon  de  huit  lieues  assign^  par 
Farticlo  5  k  la  subsistanco  de  la  garnison  de  Bayonne. 

Art.  xm. 

La  pronto  suspension  d'armes  sera  ratlflde  par  les  deux  parties  contractantes 
dans  le  ddlai  de  six  heurcs,  k  compter  d*ai:gourd'hui  k  midi,  et  recovra  son 
ex^ution  immddiatement  apr^  sa  ratification. 
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Fait  double  k  la  maiaon  do  LatreiUe,  prbs  Bayonne,  le  vingt-sept  Avril,  dix- 
halt  cent  quatorze. 

Approuve,  un  mot  ontrcligne  ct  douz  ray^ 

J.  F.  BUROOYNE,  J.  GOUOEON, 

Licut'Col.  R.E.  Colonel  du  94me  r^gt. 

^  Approuvd, 

Lo  General  de  Division  commandant  rap^eur, 

Bjlbon  Tuouvenot. 

Approved,  liable  to  the  confinnation  of  hiB  Excellency 
Field  Manhal  the  Marqneai  of  Wellington, 

C.  GOLVILLE. 

Confirmed,  with  the  exception  of  the  12th  article. 

Wellington. 

IL 
Baron  TJiouvenot  to  Major- Oen,  the  Eon,  C»  ColviUe, 

Monsieur  le  General,  Bayonne,  le  26  Avril,  1814. 

L'officier  que  M.  le  Marshal  Duo  de  Dalmatie  doit  m'envoyer  pour  me 
donner  une  connaiasunce  officielle  de  rarmistiee  qu'il  a  couclu  avcc  le  Feld- 
Mar^chal  Marquis  de  Wellington  tardant  li  iirriver,  et  les  ^vcnemeiis  se  pous- 
sant  avec  rapidite,  j'ai  I'honneur  de  proposer  k  Votre  Excellence  de  couclure 
une  suspension  d'armes  entre  Tarmee  des  puissances  alliees  que  vous  com- 
mandez  ct  la  ganiison  de  Bayonne.  Si  cetie  proposition  est  acceptee,  je  prie 
Votre  Excellence  de  Dommer  un  officicr  pour  en  traiter.  J'ai  I'honneur  de 
vous  d^g^er  d'avance  M.  Gougeon,  colonel  du  94me  regiment  de  ligne,  qui 
sera  muni  de  pouvoirs  ct  instructions  suffisans  pour  cet  objet.  La  maisou  de 
Latreille,  situce  entre  I'abbaye  St  Bernard  ct  I'arsenal  de  la  marine,  pourrait 
je  crois  couvenir  pour  les  conferences. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre.  Monsieur  le  G^dral, 

De  Votre  Excellence 

Le  tr^s  humble  et  tr^  olx^issant  serviteur, 

Babon  Tuouvenot. 

liL 
Baron  Thouvenot  to  Major- Gen,  the  Hon,  C,  CdviUe, 

Monsieur  le  Gkni^ral,  Bayonne,  le  27  A\Ti],  1814. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'adressor,  ci-joint,  k  Votre  Excellence  plusieurs  cxemplaires 
de  mon  ordre  du  jour  d'aujourd'huL  Trop  longtcmps  le  bruit  des  canons  des 
nations  a  retcnti  en  Europe  pour  la  destruction  des  peuples.  Je  serais  fort  aise 
que  demain,  2k  midi,  le  bruit  du  canon  des  alli^  et  colui  du  canon  de  la  place 
se  fissent  entendre  en  mdme  temps  pour  saluer  un  pavilion  qui  a  toujours  ^te 
venere  par  les  Franyais,  et  pour  annonccr  des  dveuemcns  qui  doivent  donner  la 
paix  au  monde. 

Comme  je  no  doute  pas  que  Votre  Excellence  ne  portage  mes  scntimcns,  je 
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n'b^ite  pas  de  la  prier  de  joindre  sea  salves  d'artillerie  aux  notres  pour  salutr 
le  pavilion  blauc  qui  sera  demain  arbore  k  Bayonne. 

J'ai  rbonneur  d*6tre,  Monsieur  le  Q^dral, 
De  Votre  Excellence 
Le  tits  humble  et  tr^  ob^ssant  aerriteuri 

Babon  Tuouyenot. 

Ordre  du  Joiur, 

Je  m'emprcsso  de  faire  connaitre  k  la  gamison  Tordre  du  jour  que  j*ai  re^ 
ce  matin  de  S.E.  le  Marshal  Due  de  Dalmatie^  par  un  offlcier  de  son  ^tat- 
major,  et  dont  copie  est  cl-apr^  -. — 

"  Orore  du  Jour. 

*'  L'arm^  ayant  manifesto  son  vceu  sur  la  d^cbeance  de  TEmperour  Napo- 
leon, et  le  r^tabliasement  de  Louis  XVIIL  au  trone  de  nos  anciens  Boii, 
Tarm^  essentiellement  ob^issante  et  nationale  doit  se  conformer  k  la  volenti 
de  la  nation. 

'*  Ainsi,  au  nom  de  Tarm^,  je  d^lare  que  j'adh^e  aux  actes  du  s^nat-con- 
servateur  et  du  gouyemement  provisoire  relatifs  au  retabllsscment  de 
Louis  XVIII.  au  trone  de  Saint-Louis  et  de  Henri  IV.,  et  que  noua  jurom 
JidHiU  a  Sa  Majeste. 

*'  Au  quartier-g^neral  de  Gastelnaudary,  le  19  Avril,  1814. 

*'  Mar^cbal  Doc  de  Dalmatie. 
"  Pour  copie  conformc: 

"  Le  Lieutenant-G^dral  chef  d'^tat-major  g^^ral, 

Gomte  Gazan." 

En  consequence  de  cet  ordre  du  jour  et  des  actes  du  gouyemement  proyi- 
scire  que  je  ferai  successiyement  connaitre,  MM.  les  g^n^raux  commandans 
les  troupes  et  les  commandans  des  gardes  nationales  feront  prendre  les  armes, 
demain  k  midi,  k  tons  les  corps  qu'ils  ont  sous  leurs  ordres,  et  leur  donneront 
connaissance  du  pr^nt  ordre. 

Demain  28  It  midi  le  pavilion  blanc  sera  arbor^  k  la  citadelle,  dans  la  place 
de  Bayonne,  et  sur  les  bfttimens  de  la  Marine  Royalo.  Ce  pavilion  sera  salad 
par  une  salve  gen^rale  de  toute  I'artillerie  de  la  place  de  Bayonne,  de  la  cita- 
delle, de  tous  les  camps  retranch^  et  do  tons  les  b&timens  arm^  de  la  marine 
qui  seront  pavois^  le  reste  de  la  joum^. 

Les  troupes  resteront  sous  les  armes  jusqu'k  ce  que  ces  salves  soient  tcrmin^ea. 

La  cocarde  blanche  sera  arborde  par  les  troupes  de  la  gamison  et  par  les 
gardes  nationales. 

Toute  la  gamison  recevra  domain  double  ration  de  vin  et  de  viande  salde. 

II  sera  payd  imm^diatement,  au  nom  du  Roi,  un  mois  de  soldo  &  toute  la 
gamison. 

Une  suspension  d'armes  a  4i6  conclue  anjourd'hui  entro  la  gamison  de 
Bayonne  et  les  troupes  alli^  qui  ferment  le  blocus  de  cette  place.  Les  articles 
de  cette  suspension  d'armed  seront  mis  demain  k  Toidre  du  jour. 

Vive  le  Roi  I 

Le  pr^ient  ordre  du  jour  sera  envoys  k  LL.EE.  le  Marshal  Due  de  Dalma- 
tie et  le  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

Bayonne,  le  27  Avril,  1814. 

Le  Q4n4rQ\  de  division  commandant  supdrieur, 

Babon  Tiiouvenot. 

Pour  copie  conforme  : 

L'adjudant  commandant,  chef  d'dtat-major 

du  gouyemement  de  Bayonne, 

Rl^OMIER. 
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Viscount  Ciistlcreagh  to  Fitld  Marshal  the  Manjucss  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  27th  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  I  have  received  from  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  transmitting  a  convention 
signed  between  the  Allies  and  the  Viceroy,  which  promises  the  early  sub- 
mission of  that  part  of  Europe  to  the  Allied  arms. 

It  also  appears  that  the  French  garrisons  on  the  side  of  Germany  have 
very  generally  submitted  to  the  existing  government. 

Buonaparte  is,  T  hope,  by  this  time  arrived  at  St.  Tropez,  the  place 
assigned  for  his  embarkation. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  ol>cdient  humble  ser^'ant, 

Castlebeagu. 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 
Major-Oen,  Sir  JRobert  Wilson  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  17th  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  a  convention  has  this 
day  been  ratified  by  which  Marshal  Beauhamois  engages  to  surrender  to  the 
Austrians,  on  the  20th  insi,  the  city  of  Venice,  with  its  dependencies,  ships  of 
war,  arsenals,  &c.,  and,  moreover,  the  fortresses  of  Osappo,  Palma  Nuovo,  and 
Legnago. 

It  is  further  stipulated  tliat  the  French  troops  serving  in  the  kingdom  of 
Italy  shall,  on  the  19th  inst.,  withdraw  and  continue  their  march  until  they 
have  regained  the  ancient  limits  of  France.  Ten 'days  after  the  first  move- 
ment of  the  French  troops  towards  France,  the  Austrian  troops  are  to  be  per- 
mitted to  traverse  the  kingdom  of  Italy  by  the  routes  of  Cremona  and  Brescia, 
but  they  are  not  to  enter  the  Italian  capital. 

An  Italian  deputation  is  to  proceed  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  AUies  ;  and 
if  hostilities  recommence,  15  days'  notice  must  be  given. 

Marshal  Beauhamois  not  having  any  jurisdiction  over  the  commanders  of 
Alessandria  and  Genoa,  no  arrangements  for  those  places  would  bo  introduced 
into  the  convention. 

I  have  sent  copies  of  tlie  above  information  to  his  Excellency  Lord  William 
Bentinck  and  Admiral^ir  John  Gore. 

By  further  reports  from  the  Neapolitan  and  Austrian  force  operating  on 
Piacenza,  it  appears  that  the  loss  of  the  enemy  on  the  14th  amounted  to  nearly 
1000  men  ;  that  of  the  Allies  to  400.  General  Nugent  states  that  the  conduct 
of  friends  and  adversaries  was  very  gallant. 

The  movement  was  to  be  continued  against  Piacenza,  where  the  enemy  was 
in  force  ;  but  the  intelligence  of  pending  arrangements  will,  it  is  hoped,  have 
prevented  an  unnecessary  sacrifice. 

The  enemy  state  that  they  have  taken  nearly  300  Neapolitans,  who  wero 
thrown  across  the  Po  in  the  environs  of  Casal  Maggiore  to  cover  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  account  is  correct. 

I  have,  &o., 

R.  Wilson. 

VOL.  IX.  E 
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II. 

Convention  Militaire, 

Les  Boussign^  apr^  avoir  ^hang^  les  pleinpouvoirs  dont  ils  ont  4i4  revdtue 
par  leun  g^draux  en  chef  respectifis^  sont  oonvenus  des  articles  suiyants, 
toutefois  eauf  la  ratification  des  snsdits  g^n^ox  en  chet 

Art.  L 

A  compter  du  jour  ou  la  pr^nte  convention  aura  4i6  sign^,  il  y  aiuu  ar- 
mistice entre  les  troupes  Autrichiennes  commandoes  par  Son  Excellence  Mon- 
sieur lo  Marechal  Comte  de  BcUegarde,  les  troupes  commandees  par  Sa  Majesty 
le  Boi  de  Naples,  celles  qui  sont  sous  les  ordres  de  Son  Excellence  Lord 
W.  Bentinck,  et  les  troupes  Fran9ai8cs  et  Italiennes  commandoes  par  Son 
Altesse  le  Prince  ViceroL 

Art.  II. 

Cet  armistice  entre  les  troupes  des  puissances  alliees  et  les  troupes  Fran^aiscs 
durera  huit  jours  apr^  que  les  dites  troupes  Fran9aises  auront  dOpassees  les 
territoires  occupes  par  les  armOes  alliOes  en  France,  dans  la  direction  de  route 
qui  leur  aura  4t6  asaignOe. 

Art.  in. 

Les  troupes  Fran9ai8e8  faisant  partie  de  TarmOe  du  Prince  Viceroi  rentreront 
dans  les  fronti^res  de  Tancienne  France  au  deUt  des  Alpes. 

Art.  IV. 

Si  dans  deux  jours  aprbs  TOchange  des  ratifications  de  la  prOsente  convention 
les  troupes  Fran9aises  ne  re9oivent  pas  les  ordres  de  leur  gouvemement,  elles 
commenceront  sur-le-champ  leur  mouvement  pour  rentrer  en  France,  par  divi- 
sions ou  par  brigades,  selon  que  les  localitOs  le  permettront,  en  marchant  par 
joumdes  dOtacbOes  et  avec  les  sOjours  ordinaires. 

Art.  V. 

Les  colonnes  do  TarmOe  Fran^aise  se  porteront  d*abord  k  Turin  par  les 
routes  ddtacbces,  qui  leur  seront  fixOes  sur  la  rive  gaucbe  du  Po,  mdme  pour 
celles  qui  se  trouvent  k  Plaisanoe.  Elles  seront  prOcedees  par  des  commis- 
saires  et  des  ofiiciers  de  Tetat-major  ge'nOral,  Autricbiens  et  Fran^ais,  qui 
s'assureront  h.  Tavance  si  les  routes  du  Mont  Gten^vre  et  du  Col  de  Tende  sont 
praticables  pour  le  passage  des  troupes  et  de  I'artillerie  dans  la  saison  prOsente. 
Dans  ce  cas  elles  seront  suivies  par  I'armde  Fran9aise. 

Dans  le  cas  contraire  cette  armOe  passera  par  lo  Mont  Cenis  et  la  Savoye, 
conformement  aux  stipulations  de  I'article  2nde,  et  les  commissaires  ci-dessus 
dOsignOs  seront  cbarg^  de  r^ler  leur  marche  et  tout  ce  qui  conceme  les  sub- 
sistances,  moyens  de  transport,  etc.,  conformOment  aux-  reglements  militaires. 

Art.  VL 

Les  troupes  Italiennes,  commandoes  par  le  Prince  Viceroi,  continneront  k 
occuper  toute  la  partie  du  royaume  d'ltalie,  et  les  places  qui  s'y  trouvent,  qui 
n*ont  pas  OtO  encore  occupy  par  les  troupes  des  puissances  alliOes. 

Art.  vn. 

Les  troupes  Autricbiennes  pourront  traverser  le  royaume  dTtalio  par  les 
routes  dOtacbOes  de  Oremone  et  de  Brescia.    Lo  mouvement  ne  pouna  com- 
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menccr  que  dix  jours  apr^s  quo  Ics  troupes  Fran^aises  so  seront  mises  en 
marche  pour  rentrer  en  France.  Des  commissaires  Italiens  accompagneront 
les  troupes  Autricbiennes  sur  lo  territoire  Italien,  pour  leur  faire  foumir  lea 
vivres  et  fourrages,  logement,  et  moyens  de  transport,  et  elles  ne  pourront 
cziger  autre  chose. 

Art.  Vni. 

Une  deputation  du  royaxune  d*Italie  aura  la  liberty  de  se  rendre  an  grand 
quartier-g^neral  des  alli^,  et  dans  le  cas  oli  la  r^ponse  qu'elle  auroit  obtenue 
ne  seroit  point  de  nature  a  tout  coneilier,  les  hostility  ne  pourroient  cependant 
rocommencer  entre  Tarmde  Autrichienne,  les  troupes  alliees,  et  celles  da 
royamne  d'ltalie,  que  qulnze  jours  apr^  le  rctour  des  determinations  des  puis- 
sances alli^es. 

Abt.  IX. 

Les  places  d'Osappo,  de  Palma-Nuova,  de  Venise,  et  de  Legnago,  et  les  forts 
ind^pendants,  seront  remis  dans  leur  dtat  actuel  k  Tannde  Autrichienne 
aussitdt  apr^  la  ratification  de  la  pr^nte  convention.  Cette  remise  aura  lieu, 
dans  les  formes  usitees,  le  vingt  du  present  mois. 

Art.  X. 

Les  gamisons  de  ces  places  partiront  avec  tons  les  bonneurs  de  la  guerre, 
armee  et  bagagee,  n^essaires  militaires,  effets  d'habillement  des  corps,  artil- 
lerie  de  campagne,  caissons,  papiers  rclatifs  aux  administrations.  Les  officien 
du  g^Die  et  de  Tartillerie  de  ces  places  remettront  aux  officiers  Autrichiens 
nonmi^  k  cet  effet  tons  les  papiers,  plans  et  inventaires  du  g^nie,  et  de  Tar- 
tillerie  dependants  de  ces  places. 

Art.  XI. 

Toutes  les  antorites  civiles  et  administratives  et  judidaires  qui  d^sireront 
sniyre  le  sort  de  la  gamison  seront  libres  de  sortir  en  portant  avec  eux  tous 
leurs  effets  et  papiers  relatifs  k  leur  service.  lis  remettront  k  leur  depart 
aux  autorites  Autricbiennes  tous  les  papiers,  documens,  et  archives  qui  con- 
cement  les  fonctions  dont  ils  etoient  charges. 

Art.  Xn. 

Les  troupes  Fran9aises  qui  se  trouvent  dans  ces  places  suivront  le  sort  de 
rarm^e  Fran^aise  de  I'ltalie,  et  les  troupes  Italionnes  celui  de  rarm^e  de  ce 
royaume.  v 

Art.  Xm. 

Dans  le  cas  oh  quelqnes  unes  des  places  auroient  capitul^es  avant  rechango 
des  ratifications  de  la  pr^sente  convention,  les  capitulations  seront  strictement 
maintenues,  confonnement  k  leurs  conditions ;  mais  leurs  gamisons,  tant  Fran- 
9aise8  qn'Italiennes,  rentreront  sans  autres  conditions  k  leurs  armies  respec- 
tives. 

Art.  XIV. 

Les  troupes  de  ces  quatres  places  traverseront,  par  joum^es  detaoh^es  ordi- 
naires,  les  territoires  occupies  par  les  armies  Autricbiennes,  et  11  leur  sera 
foumi  les  vivres,  fourrages,  logements,  et  moyens  de  transport. 

Art.  XV. 

II  sera  ftdt  des  conventions  particuli^es  entre  les  commandants  respectifii 
des  dites  places  et  les  gen^raux  Autrichiens  commandants  du  blocus,  pour 

e2 
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le  mode  d'^yacoation  de  ces  places,  ainsi  quo  pour  les  malades  et  bless^  qn'ou 
laisseroit  dans  les  hopitaux,  et  les  moyens  de  transport  k  lour  foumir. 

Art.  XVI. 

Les  officiers  de  I'^tat-major  charg^  d'accompagner  les  diverses  colonnes  do 
ces  gamisons  yeilleront  afin  que  les  bestiaux  foumis  poi  le  pays  pour  les* 
transports  soyout  chang^  ii  chaque  lieu  d'e'tapes.     Les  commandants  des 
colonnes  seront  responsables  do  Texdcution  de  cet  article,  et  preteront  on  tons 
la  main  aux  commiasoires  Autrichiens  en  cas  de  reclamations. 

Art.  XVn. 

Des  officiers  d'ctat-major  Fran9ais  et  Italiens  seront  de  suite  envoys  dans 
les  di?erses  places  pour  donner  aux  commandants  respectifs  de  ces  places 
connoissance  du  present  armistice,  et  leur  porter  Vordre  de  so  conformer  k 
Tex^ution  de  la  presente  convention. 

Art.  XVIII. 

La  pr^nte  convention  militaire  sera,  dans  le  cas  oh  elle  recevrait  sa  ratifi- 
cation, ^hangee  dans  le  plus  court  d^lai  possible. 

En  foi  de  quoi  les  soussign^  y  ont  apposes  leur  signature  et  le  scoau  de 
leurs  armes. 

Faitau  Ch&teau  de  Sepiarino  Rizzeno,  en  avant  de  Mantoue,  le  16  Avril, 
1814. 

Sign^: 

S.E.  le  CoMTK  DE  Neipperg,  S.E.  le  Gdn^ral  Dode, 

Chevalier  de  TOrdre  de  Mario  Commandant  en  Chef  de  G^nie 

Th^rlise,  etc.,  Grand  Croix  de  de  TArm^  d'ltalie. 

rOrdredeSte.  Anne,  etc., etc.,  S.E.  Tdcciit, 

et   Fold  Mareclial,    et   com-  G^ndral  de  Division,  Gouvcr- 

mandant     Tavant-garde     do  neur  de  Mantoue,  etc.,  etc. 

Tarm^e  d'ltalie. 

En  vertu  de  mes  pouvoirs,  et  en  quality  de  G^ndral  en  Chef  des  armees  do 

S.M.  I'Empcreur  d'Autriche  en  Italic,  nous  avoiis  approuv^s  et  ratifies,  ap- 

prouvons  et  ratifions,  les  articles  ci-d'apr^  de  la  presente  convention  militaire 

donn^e. 

Le  Mardclial  Comte  de  Belleoarde. 

Vdrone,  le  17  Avril.  1814. 

True  cppy, 

Bobert  Wilson,  Mujor-General. 


Lieut. -Oen,  the  Earl  of  DaHhousie  to  Field  Marslial  the  Marquess 

of  Wellington, 

Mt  Lord,  Bordeaui,  28th  April,  1814. 

I  am  happy  to  say  I  received  this  morning  a  long  letter  from  General 
Decaen,  couched  in  the  most  civil  language,  admitting  the  right  of  trans- 
ix)rts  to  come  up  to  Bordeaux ;  but  as  boats  are  mentioned  in  the  12th 
article  of  the  agreement  between  your  Lordship  and  Marshal  Soult,  he  be>;s 
to  refer  that  point  to  your  consideration.  It  is  a  matter  of  little  conse- 
quence :  the  Admiral  wished  it  to  regolato  the  police  on  the  river  chiefly. 


THANKS  OF  THE  PRINCE  REGENT  FOR  TOULOUSE.     53 

We  therefore  remain  dow  entirely  good  friends,  and  the  demarcation 
established  as  by  your  agreement 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordship's  most  faithful 

Dalhousie. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  War  Department,  London,  28th  April,  1814. 

I  received  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  No.  49,  and  I  imme- 
diately laid  it  before  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent. 

I  am  comnianded  by  His  Royal  Highness  to  assure  you  that  the  satisfac- 
tion with  which  he  has  received  the  account  of  the  brilliant  manner  in 
which  your  Lordship  has  terminated  the  war  in  France  by  the  capture  of 
Toulouse  admits  but  of  one  qualification  :  that  the  lives  of  so  many  brave 
men  might  have  been  spared  had  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate  Monarch 
to  the  throne  of  France  been  communicated  to  your  Lordship  with  the 
expedition  that  was  practicable.  But  it  appears  to  have  been  the  last 
effort  of  an  expiring  cause,  consistent  in  evil,  to  protract  the  miseries 
which  its  supporters  had  occasioned,  and  to  postpone  as  long  as  possible 
the  return  of  that  harmony  and  peace  which  they  had  for  upwards  of 
twenty  years  too  successfully  laboured  to  disturb. 

This  unwarrantable  delay  in  communicating  the  important  event  which 
had  taken  place  at  Paris  furnished  your  Lordship,  however,  with  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  that  the  ardour  with  which  you  led  your  troops  to  the 
heights  commanding  Toulouse  did  not  transport  you  to  the  destruction  of 
the  city,  then  at  your  mercy,  although  by  so  doing  you  might  have  added 
to  the  renown  of  the  day  by  destroying  a  considerable  part  of  the  enemy's 
army,  which  had  taken  refuge  in  it. 

In  this  last  opportunity  which  I  may  probably  have  of  congratulating 
your  Lordship  on  your  successes,  it  is  peculiarly  fortunate  that  it  is  on  an 
occasion  which  began  with  an  act  of  well-concerted  enterprise,  so  frequently 
manifested  by  your  Lordship,  and  terminated  in  an  act  of  mercy  as 
characteristic  of  your  Lordship's  military  services. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  Marshal  Sir  William 
Beresford  the  high  satisfaction  with  which  the  Prince  Regent  has  remarked 
the  great  ability  which  has  distinguished  his  conduct  in  the  battle  of 
Toulouse ;  and  you  will  convey  to  the  Marshal  and  to  Lieutenant* 
Generals  Sir  Lowry  Ck)le  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  the  other  General 
officers,  and  the  officers  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
themselves  upon  this  occasion,  the  gracious  thanks  of  His  Royal  Highness 
for  their  meritorious  services. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

Bathurst. 
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The  Duke  of  York  to  Field  Marshal  ihe  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Horse  Guards,  28th  April,  1814. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the 
12th  instant,  conveying  the  copy  of  your  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
upon  the  operations  of  the  army  under  your  command,  in  its  successful 
attack  of  the  position  occupied  by  Marshal  Soult  in  the  vicinity  of 
Toulouse. 

Having  communicated  with  the  Prince  Regent  since  the  receipt  of  this 
despatch,  I  have  the  commands  of  His  Royal  Highness  to  convey  to  your 
Lordship,  in  addition  to  those  expressions  of  approbation  which  will  be 
communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  high  sense  His  Royal  High- 
ness entertains  of  the  eminent  services  performed  by  the  Allied  army  under 
your  command,  upon  an  occasion  wherein  success  has  no  less  been  attained 
by  the  ability  of  your  arrangementa  than  by  the  distinguished  good  conduct 
of  the  Genera]  officers  and  troops  who  executed  your  orders. 

Your  Lordship's  operations  in  the  field  having  now  happily  drawn  to- 
wards a  close  for  the  present,  I  cannot  permit  this  last  acknowledgment  of 
such  reports  to  pass  without  offering  you  my  cordial  congratulations  upon 
the  honourable  termination  of  your  distinguished  labours,  the  whole  course 
of  which  has  manifested  to  l^e  world  the  prominent  share  which  your 
military  talents  and  the  valour  of  the  armies  you  have  led  have  had  in  the 
re-establishment  of  that  good  order  and  legitimate  authority  which  is  so 
likely  to  secure  the  peace  and  happiness  of  Europe. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  yours  sincerely, 

Fbederick. 


Marshal  Soult  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 

MoNSIEUB  LE  MabI^CHAL,  St.  Amand,  le  28  Avril,  1814. 

Etant  instruit  que  S.A.R.  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'Angouldme  a  dii  arriver 
hier  au  soir  k  Toulouse,  j'envoie  M.  le  Capitaine  Marie,  mon  aide-de-camp, 
pour  prendre  les  ordres  de  S.A. 

Je  profite  de  cette  circonstance  pour  vous  renouveler,  Monsieur  le  Mard- 
chal,  les  sentimens  de  ma  haute  consideration. 

Duo  DE  Dalmatie. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington, 
Mt  Lord,  War  Department,  London,  28tli  April,  1814. 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  despatches  to  No.  53 
inclusive. 

The  subject  of  your  despatch  No.  50  has  been  taken  into  immediate 
consideration,  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  conveying  to  your  Lordship  the 
sentiments  of  His  Majesty's  government  on  this  head  as  soon  as  I  shall  have 
received  the  opinion  of  the  King's  Advocate  upon  the  legal  questions  which 
may  be  supposed  to  arise. 
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In  answer  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatch 
Ko.  52, 1  have  to  state  that  Viscount  Castlercagh  has  been  authorised  to 
request  from  the  French  government  a  permission  that  the  British  cavalry 
and  Horse  Artillery,  together  with  a  select  corps  of  infantry,  may  march 
through  France  in  order  to  embark  for  England  in  some  of  the  ports  of  the 
Channel,  probably  at  Dieppe  and  Havre.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
have  to  recommend  that  your  Lordship  should  give  the  necessary  directions 
for  the  sale  of  such  horses  only  belonging  to  the  cavalry  and  artillery  as 
may  be  considered  of  little  value ;  and  the  sooner  such  horses  are  disposed 
of  the  better. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Bathurbt. 

P.S.  I  enclose  a  memorandum  of  corps  which  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Commander-in-Chief  concurs  with  me  in  recommending  for  selection  as 
those  which  should  march  through  France.  Lord  Castlereagh  will  commu- 
nicate to  your  Lordship  the  answer  that  may  be  given  by  the  French 
government. 

[Enclosubb.] 

28th  April,  1814. 

MKHORAin)UM  of  CoBPS  which  it  may  be  advisable  to  bring,  with  the 
consent  of  the  French  government,  to  Dieppe  and  Havre,  in  order  to 
embark  for  England. 

1.  The  Cavalry  and  Horse  Artillery. 

2.  Twenty-one  battalions  of  Infantrf,  viz. : 

Four  battalions  of  Foot  Guards. 

Ten  battalions  of  Light  Infantry,  viz.,  43rd,  51st,  52nd,  68tb,  71st, 

85tb,  95th  (2nd  battalion).  Light  battalion  of  King's  German 

Legpon. 
Fusilier  brigades,  three  battalions  (7tb,  25th,  and  23rd). 
A  brigade  of  Highlanders,  four  battalions  (42nd,  74tb,  79tb,  92nd). 

3.  Five  brigades  of  Light  Artillery  to  accompany  the  Infantry. 


To  the  Duque  de  SoUHtnayor,  [  761^ 

Toulouse,  ce  29  Avril,  1814. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  de  V.  K  II  ne  m'est 
pas  possible  de  recommander  quelque  chose  a  Sa  Majeste  qui 
soit  contraire  aux  lois  d'Espagne.  Si  je  ne  me  trompe  pas, 
V.  £.  est  un  de  ceux  qui  out  prete  juramento  de  lealdad  au 
recent  gouvernement  usurpatoire,  et  qui  ont  mfime  send  le  pre- 
tendu  Roi.  Selon  les  lois  d'Espagne,  vous  ne  pouvez  pas  y 
entrer  sans  vous  soumettre  a  etre  mis  en  proces  ;  et  jc  ne  peux 
pas  demander  ni  conseiller  au  Roi  qu'^  fasse  quelque  chose 
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centre  la  loi.  Je  renvbie  done  a  V,  E.  la  lettre  adrcssee  a 
S.  M.  que  vous  m'avez  envoyce,  vous  priant  de  la  lui  faire 
parvenir  par  quelque  autre  intermediaire. 

J'ai,  &C., 

Wellington. 


Lieut. 'Gen.  Sir  John  Hope  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Lord,  Bayonne,  30th  April,  1814. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter,  and  can  tmly  assure  you 
that  the  kind  concern  you  express  for  my  had  fortune  has  proved  most 
gratifying  and  consolatory  to  me. 

I  am  led  to  hope  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  that  when  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity you  will  not  ohject  to  my  going  home,  as  there  is  very  little  pro- 
hahility  that  I  shall  he  ahle  for  a  long  time  to  undertake  any  military  duty. 
In  the  mean  time,  however,  General  Thouvenot*  does  not  feel  himself 
authorised  to  let  me  go;  hut  it  is  prohahle  that  he  may  shortly  sec 
matters  differently.    My  wounds  go  on  as  well,  I  helieve,  as  possible. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  to  be  always  yours  very  faithfully, 

John  Hope. 


Major- Oen.  the  Hon.  C.  Cdville  to  Fiihl  Marshal  the  Marquess 

of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Boucaut,  near  Bayonne,  30th  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  am  authorised  by 
General  Thouvenot  to  say  that  he  will  put  Sir  John  Hope  on  board  the  first 
vessel  that  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  him  in  the  Adour,  or  outside  the 
bar. 

He  also  promises  me  the  release  of  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  now  confined 
here ;  this  release  being,  of  course,  liable  to  such  reclamation  as  events, 
very  little  likely  we  tnist  to  occur,  can  make  necessary. 

I  have  obtained  this  concession  in  consequence  of  my  reading  to  the 
Governor,  without  reser\'c,  the  contents  of  your  Ix)rd8hip's  letter  to  Sir 
John  of  the  27th,t  and  which  he  took  in  perfect  good  part,  complaining  only 
of  the  ignorance  in  which  he  has  been  kept  by  the  provisional  government 
and  his  chief,  the  Due  de  Dalmatic. 

He  appears  to  me,  indeed,  to  be  a  most  gentlemanlike,  well-intentioned 
man,  having  a  difficult  post  with  a  garrison,  great  part  of  which  cannot  be 
supposed  to  be  in  a  moment  reconciled  to  a  revolution  so  extraordinary. 

I  beg  to  express  what  strikes  me  as  a  very  desirable  measure  to  be 

♦  Governor  of  Bayonne. 

t  See  letter  to  Sir  John  Hope,  WeUinglon  Despatches,  Ist  edition,  vol.  xi., 
p.  675. 
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effected  here  as  soon  as  possible,  wliicli  is  the  coDsiderable  reduction  of  the 
garrison,  by  which  those  who  remain  will  the  sooner  fall  into  the  views 
and  opinions  of  the  inhabitants,  which  are  most  friendly  to  the  new  order 
of  things. 

On  suggesting  this  to  General  Thouvenot,  he  bargained  for  the  with- 
drawing of  the  blockade.  I  learn  from  Sir  John  Hope  that  his  ideas  on  the 
latter  subject  have  been,  that  when  permitted  by  your  Lordship  to  depart 
from  the  general  investment,  he  would  withdraw  Don  Carlos  de  Espafia's 
division  from  their  position  between  the  two  rivers  to  such  cantonments  as 
can  be  got  for  them,  and  confine  our  posts  principally  to  the  ground  which 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  would  give  us  the  best  protection  of  our 
bridge. 

General  Thouvenot  mentioned  to  me  that  he  has  never  heard  of  General 
Harispe's  return ;  but  he  was  willing  enough  to  believe,  on  my  suggesting 
it,  that  his  detention  at  Toulouse  might  only  be  occasioned  by  his  wound. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Charles  Colville. 


Major- Oen,  Sir  G.  Murray  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Lord,  Toulouse,  Ist  May,  1814. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  enclosed  letter  did  not  reach  me  before  you  left 
Toulouse,  as  I  shQuld  have  been  very  glad  to  have  submitted  my  senti- 
ments upon  it  to  you  in  conversation,  and  to  have  had  the  advantage  of 
knowing  your  opinions  upon  them. 

Under  all  circumstances,  and  with  the  prospect  which  Colonel  Torrens's 
letter  suggests  how  the  chief  command  is  likely  to  fall  (Sir  John  Hope 
being  unable  to  accept  it),  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  offer  is  very 
tempting  ;  and  I  think  the  main  point  for  me  to  consider  is,  how  far  duty 
obliges  me  to  accept  it. 

I  may  lay  myself  open  to  the  reproach  perhaps  of  having  been,  in 
some  degree,  spoiled  by  the  situation  which  I  have  filled  in  this  army 
under  your  command ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  to  step  from  it  to  the  appoint- 
ment held  out  by  Colonel  Torrens's  letter  appears  to  me  to  be  sinking  very 
considerably. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  your  Lordship's  sentiments  may  accord  with  mine 
in  this  matter,  but,  at  all  events,  it  would  be  very  much  misplaced  in  me 
to  have  any  reserve  in  expressing  my  thoughts  to  you  on  a  point  connected 
with  my  professional  interests,  which  have  owed  so  much  to  your  friend- 
ship. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  yours, 

G.  Murray. 
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[Ekclosube.] 

tvlonel  Torrens  to  Major- Oen.  Sir  0.  Murray-. 

Mr  DEAR  MURRAT,  Horse  Guards,  14th  April,  1814. 

It  is  a  long  time  eiiice  you  and  I  have  had  any  epistolary  commtmicatioD, 
and  I  think  I  cannot  renew  onr  correspondence  in  a  manner  more  satisfactory 
than  by  offering  my  hearty  congratulations  upon  the  glorious  events  which 
are  so  likely  to  restore  peace  and  good  order  to  the  world.  I  trust  the 
accounts  from  Paris  may  have  reached  you  before  any  action  had  taken  place 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  Revolution. 

The  government  have  determined  to  give  Jonathan  a  good  drubbing,  and 
orders  have  been  sent  to  Lord  Wellington  to  prepare  a  corps  of  12,009 
in£Emtry  and  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry  to  be  sent  to  America; 

The  infiEmtry  will  be  formed  into  two  divisions ;  and,  recollecting  the  desire 
you  entertained  for  the  command  of  troops,  the  Duke  has  put  your  name  down 
for  one  of  them :  and  in  order  that  you  should  have  such  a  conmiand,  no 
Major-General  has  been  selected  for  this  service  senior  to  you.  Sir  H.  Clinton 
will  be  offered  the  other  division.  In  naming  you  for  this  service,  I  assure 
you,  my  dear  Murray,  that  the  Duke  has  been  actuated  not  only  by  a  desire  to 
benefit  the  operation  by  your  able  services,  but  with  a  view  of  gratifying  your 
professional  feelings  by  an  employment  which  may  probably  be  more  accept- 
able to  you  at  the  commencement  of  a  period  when  our  profession  will  have 
few  opportunities  of  active  service. 

I  am  not  certain  yet  who  will  command,  but  it  will  be  offered  in  the  first 
instance  to  Hope. 

The  Duke  has  written  to  Lord  Wellington  :  and  as  I  do  not  wish  to  antici- 
pate his  Lordship's  communication  to  you,  I  beg  you  will  consider  this  note  as 
confidential  information  upon  the  subject;  at  least  until  his  Lordship  has 
spoken  to  you. 

Ever,  my  dear  Murray,  yours  most  sincerely, 

H.  TORRENS. 


The  Bon,  li.  Gordon*  to  Viscount  CastUreagh, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  2nd  May,  1814. 

In  answer  to  the  representation  which  I  made  by  your  Lordship's  desire 
to  M.  le  Comte  de  la  Forest  respecting  the  American  privateer  Prince  of 
Neufchatdt  which  sailed  on  the  10th  ultimo  from  Havre  de  Grace,  and 
which  has  subsequently  captured  several  British  vessels,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you  that  his  Excellency  instantly  promised-  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  might  prevent  hereafter  American  vessels  of  any  description  from 
being  armed  and  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  France,  or^from  returning  to 
them  for  the  sole  object  of  disposing  of  such  prizes  as  mdy  have  been  made 
upon  British  property. 

At  the  same  time  bis  Excellency  desires  me  to  acquaint  your  Lordship 
how  sincerely  he  regrets  that,  viewing  the  actually  existing  relations  be- 
tween France  and  America,  he  is  unable  precisely  at  this  moment  to  adopt 
such  public  and  official  measures  as  this  subject  and  his  wish  to  accord  in 
every  respect  with  the  views  of  the  British  government  would  otherwise 
recommend. 

♦  After  Sir  Robert  Gordon. 
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Whilst  his  Excellency  hopes  that  the  confidential  communications  he 
has  already  made  to  persons  employed  in  the  different  ports  of  France  may 
produce  the  desired  effect,  he  requests  me  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  his 
first  care  upon  the  arrivij  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  the  King  in  Paris  will 
be  to  take  his  royal  pleasure  (which  could  not  fail  to  be  favourable)  respect- 
ing this  subject^  and  to  lose  no  time  in  the  execution  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

R.  GORDOK. 

[Enclosubx.] 

On  croit  devoir  vous  pr^venir,  Milord,  qu'il  se  trouve  dans  les  ports  de 
France  de  TOuest  divers  b&timents  arm^  portant  le  pavilion  des  Etats  Unis 
d'Am^rique,  lesquels,  avant  les  heureux  changements  qui  viennent  d'avoir 
lieu,  ont  caus^  au  commerce  Anglais  des  pertes  considerables.  Comme  il  est 
possible  que  ces  corsaires  voient  dans  I'intention  de  reprendre  la  mer  pour 
croiser  contre  les  bAtiments  marchands  qui  sortiront  des  ports  de  France,  sous 
pr^texte  que  ceux-ci  sont  charg^  poor  compte  Anglais,  ou  destines  pour 
TAngleterre,  ce  qui  nuiroit  beaucoup  aux  relations  commercialcs  qu'il  est  si 
desirable  de  voir  s'^tablir  entre  les  deux  pays,  Yotre  Excellence  jugera  sans 
doute  convenable  de  faire  aupr^  du  gouvemement  Fran9ais  les  demarches 
n^essaires  pour  emp^her  qu'il  ne.  sorte  do  ses  ports  aucun  naviro  arm^  en 
guerre  bormis  ceux  qui  porteront  son  pavilion. 

Le  gouvemement  Britannique  laissera  sdrement  assez  de  b&timents  de 
guerre  sur  les  cdtes  de  France  pour  tenir  en  ^hec  les  corsaires  Americaines 
qui  auront  pu  y  dtre  exp^^  directement  des  ports  des  Etats  Unis. 


The  Earl  qf  Liverpool  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Fife  House,  3rd  May,  1814. 

I  shall  direct  this  letter  to  Paris,  as  I  think  it  very  probabje  you  may 
have  arrived  there.  If  anything  should  have  detained  you  in  the  South,  I 
shall  beg  Lord  Castlereagh  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  forwarding  it 
to  you. 

Your  promotion  to  a  Dukedom  will  appear  in  the  *  Grazette '  of  this 
night,  as  well  as  the  peerages  of  Sir  John  Hope,  Sir  Thomas  Graham,  Sir 
Stapleton  Cotton,  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  and  Sir  William  Beresford. 

The  Prince  Regent  and  his  government  have  been  most  anxious  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  marking,  in  the  most  distinguished  manner,  tbc  high 
sense  they  entertain  of  your  services  and  those  of  your  army ;  and  I  am 
confident  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  this  purpose  will  meet 
with  the  universal  approbation  of  the  public. 

I  am  most  happy  to  find,  by  a  letter  from  Castlereagh,  that  you  arc  not 
unwilling  to  accept  the  embassy  to  Paris.  I  am  sure  there  is  no  situation 
in  which  you  could  be  at  present  of  more  use.  But  your  acceptance  of  it 
need  not  preclude  your  coming  to  England  for  a  short  time  to  see  your 
friends,  and  to  make  any  personal  or  family  arrangements  which  you  may 
feel  necessary  after  so  long  an  absence. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious  termination  of  all  our  efforts. 
I  trust  wo  shall  now  have  a  long  ixjace.     No  other  termination  of  the  con- 
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test  would  have  justified  such  an  expectation.  But  the  exhausted  state  of 
Europe,  the  high  reputation  of  Great  Britain  on  the  Continent,  and  the 
good  understanding  and  feelings  of  cordiality  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will 
continue  to  exist  between  the  government  of  this  country  and  that  of 
France,  afford  the  best  prospect  of  such  a  result. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  your  boys  have  taken  so  kindly  to  school,  and 
that  Lady  Wellington  continues  to  receive  such  favourable  accounts  of 
them  from  the  master  under  whom  they  have  been  placed.  I  have  had 
occasion  to  be  acquainted  with  the  school  at  East  Sheen  for  several  years, 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  possible  that  they  could  have  been  placed  at  their 
age  in  a  way  more  satisfactory  to  you. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Lord, 

Yours  very  faithfully  and  sincerely, 

LiVEBPOOL. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  War  Department,  London,  4th  May,  1814. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
your  Grace,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  me  by  the 
King's  Advocate,  conveying  his  opinion  upon  questions  which  arose  out  of 
a  consideration  of  the  subject  which  had  been  brought  before  His  Majesty*s 
government  by  your  despatch  No.  50. 

With  regard  to  the  magazines  and  military  stores  collected  for  the  use 
of  the  French  army  opposed  to  your  Grace,  and  which  were  captured  at 
Mont  Marsan  and  other  places,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  forces  under 
your  conmiand  are  entitled  to  receive  the  full  amount  of  their  value,  and 
I  have  to  request  your  Grace  would  cause  certificates  to  be  prepared  and 
transmittod  to  me,  showing  the  amount  of  the  public  stores  so  captured, 
accompanied  by  estimates  of  their  value,  signed  by  the  Commissary- 
General,  and  approved  by  the  Auditor  of  Public  Acooimts  attached  to 
your  Grace's  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bo 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Bathubst. 

[Ekclosube.] 
The  King^s  Advocate  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

My  Lord,  Doctors'  Commons,  2Dd  May,  1814. 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordsliip's  commands  of  the  26th  ult,  trans- 
mitting the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wel- 
lington, together  with  its  enclosures,  relating  to  the  vessels,  public  stores, 
and  other  property  that  have  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  Allied  army 
under  his  Lordship's  command  upon  the  occupation  of  Bordeaux ;  and 
your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  desire  that  I  would  take  the  subject  of  Lord 
Wellington's  letter  into  consideration,  and  report  to  your  Lordship  my 
opinion  whether  the  enemy's  magazines  which  have  been  captured,  and  the 
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yeasels  and  property  sequestrated,  at  Bordeaux,  are  to  be  considered  as  prize 
belonging  to  the  Allied  army  ;  or  if  any,  and  what  part,  of  the  captured 
property  can  be  considered  as  liable  to  the  claims  of  His  Majesty's  ships 
acting  upon  the  neighbouring  coasts  ? 

In  obedience  to  your  Lonlship's  directions  I  have  considered  the  same,  and 
have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  questions  arising  on  these  papers  are  of  a 
delicate  nature,  and  may  depend  on  the  fact  whether  any  or  what  assurances 
were  given  or  implied  that  the  property  in  Bordeaux  would  be  spared,  or 
treated  with  speciid  lenity,  on  account  of  the  declaration  of  the  inhabitants  in 
favour  of  the  Bourbons. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  papers  that  any  such  claim  is  advanced  :  on  the 
contrary  many  things  are  acknowledged  to  be  booty.  But  exceptions  are 
claimed  on  grounds  of  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  conquerors,  which  seem 
deserving  of  consideration. 

Assuming  that  the  condition  of  the  town  was  not  in  strictness  distinguished 
from  those  of  other  conquered  places  by  compact  or  other  particular  assurances, 
I  should  bo  of  opinion  that  ships  of  war,  merchant  vessels  afloat,  and  their 
cargoes,  being  the  property  of  enemies,  would  be  booty.  I  am  of  opinion  also 
that  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  government,  on  tlie  stocks,  would  be  booty 
as  public  stores ;  but  ships  on  the  stocks  being  private  property,  should,  I 
think,  be  respcctcMl  as  the  general  mass  of  private  property.  On  the  same 
view  of  the  case,  the  army  will  be  entitled  to  make  booty  of  the  public  stores 
in  the  magazines,  and  of  merchandise  being  the  property  of  the  enemy's 
government,  or  any  public  trading  company  of  the  enemy.  The  possession  of 
such  goods  by  the  government  would  be  primarily  evidence  of  the  property  ; 
but  if  it  can  be  established  on  credible  proofs  that  the  government  had  only  a 
qualifled  possession  as  security  for  duties  or  other  demands,  the  captors  woulil 
be  entitled,  at  the  utmost  only,  to  the  proportion  so  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  so  held  for  its  own  use. 

It  is  to  be  observed  also,  that  if  the  duties  can  be  considered  as  not  levied, 
the  captors  could  not  exact  them  for  their  own  benefit. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  witli  reference  to  the  representations  of  the 
hardships  which  will  be  sustained  if  the  exorbitant  duties  and  other  demands 
of  the  old  government  should  be  enforced,  I  venture  to  suggest  whether  it 
would  not  be  a  desirable  expedient,  by  wliich  many  unpleasant  consequences 
might  be  avoided,  if  for  the  strict  claims  of  the  army  a  composition  on  terms 
of  mutual  liberality  could  be  substituted. 

On  the  remaining  point,  respecting  the  interests  of  the  fleet,  I  am  humbly 
of  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  appearing  in  tliese  papers  wliicli  raises  a 
supposition  that  the  fleet  will  be  entitled  to  share  in  any  part  of  the  booty. 

The  claims  of  the  fleet,  if  any  such  can  bo  supported,  must  be  of  a  very 
especial  nature,  on  which  no  judgment  can  be  form^  till  they  are  set  forth. 

On  the  present  statement  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  there  is  notliing  that 
will  prevent  the  delicate  questions  which  may  arise  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  present  time  from  being  settled  by  amicable  agreement,  on  such 
terms  as  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable  to  your  Lordship  and  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

I  have,  &c., 

Christopher  Robinson. 
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MoBNiNG  State  of  the  Cavalrt  under  the  Command  of  his  Exoellency 
Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

Head-qaarters,  Toulouse,  5th  May,  1814. 


Officers : — 

Field  Officers 

Captains 

Subalterns       

Staff 

Quartermasters  of  Cavalry       

Seneants  : — 

Present 

Sick  :— 

Present        

Absent 

Command        

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Trumpeters  : — 

Present 

Sick  :— 

Present        

Absent 

Command        

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Rank  and  File  : — 

Present 

Sick  .— 

Present        

Absent 

Command 

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Horses: — 

Present 

Sick 

Command        

Alterations : — 
Horses: — 
Dead 


British. 


32 
108 
221 

95 

.  25 


602 

8 
13 
62 

8 

113 

1 
5 
1 
2 


Portnguofle. 


10 
18 
57 
42 


63 
1 

•  • 

29 

•  • 

39 
2 

•  • 

10 


ToUl. 


42 
126 
278 
137 

29 


665 

9 
13 

91 
8 

152 

3 

5 

11 

2 


7952 

955 

8,907 

124 
892 
829 
243 

10 

67 

613 

3 

134 

449 

1442 

246 

7575 
536 
425 

854 

99 

407 

8,429 
635 
832 

38 

•  • 

38 
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MoBNiNo  State  of  the  Forces  under  the  Command  of  his  Excellency 
Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

Head-quarters,  Toaloiue,  5th  May,  1814. 


Officers  : — 

ColonelB 

Lieutonant-Colonek      

Majors      

Captains 

Lieutenants 

Comets  or  Ensigns        

Staff 

Quartermasters  of  Cavalry 

Seneants : — 

Present 

Sick  :— 

Present        

Aheent 

Command        

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Trumpeters  or  Drummers : — 

Pr(4cnt 

Sick  :— 

Present        

Absent 

Command 

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Rank  and  File  : — 

Present 

Sick  :— 

Present        

Absent 

Command        

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing 

Horses : — 

Present 

Sick 

Command       

Alterations : — 
Men : — 

Joined 

Dead 

Discharged 

Deserted      ..      ..      

Transferred 

Promoted 

Reduced      

Horses : — 

Dead 


British. 


12 

52 
88 
470 
978 
836 
404 

25 


2,888 

90 
515 
404 

G5 


1,075 

17 
91 
20 
44 


38,810 

1,443 

10.470 

3,064 

2,840 

7,575 
536 
425 


12 
20 

«  • 

2 
2 
4 
2 

38 


Portagnete. 


7 
20 
38 
169 
197 
313 
452 


1,320 

31 

174 

249 

3 


492 

11 
35 
51 

7 

19,762 

516 
4,604 
2,212 

347 

854 

99 

407 


44 
15 
4 
1 
1 
2 


Total. 


19 
72 
126 
639 
1,175 
649 
856 

29 


4,208 

121 

689 

653 

68 


1,567 

28 

126 

71 

51 


58,572 

1,959 

15,074 

5,276 

3,196 

8,429 
635 
832 


56 
35 
4 
8 
3 
6 
8 

88 


Edward  Pakenham,  Adjutant-General. 
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Viscount  Casthsrea4jh  to  tJie  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Liverpool,  Paris,  5th  May,  1814. 

I  am  truly  sorry  to  occasion  any  embarrassment  at  home  by  being  absent 
from  uiy  ]X)st,  but  I  really  work  as  bard  as  a  man  can  well  do  in  such  a 
town  as  Paris  to  finish  my  work,  and  I  cannot  i^ersuade  myself  that  it 
would  be  safe  to  leave  it  incomplete.  Kobinson  holds  himself  in  readiness 
upon  the  return  of  the  messenger  to  join  you,  if  you  still  think  it  necessary ; 
but  in  that  case  you  must  spare  me  Hamilton,  as  the  quantity  of  business 
here  is  considerable.  I  can  hardly  conceive  the  Opposition  will  persevere 
in  pressing  discussion. 

The  Norwegian  point  naturally  invited  a  skirmish.  The  point  agitated 
by  Fremantle  is  quite  clear.  Colonel  Cooke,  and  Colonel  St.  Simon  on 
the  part  of  the  French  government,  were  despatched  on  the  night  of  the 
30th.  They  were  detained  at  Blois  by  the  French  authorities  for  four  days, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  their  not  arriving  before  the  battle  of  Toulouse. 
The  French  government  sent  also  to  Bordeaux  and  other  great  towns.  The 
oQicers  in  command,  however,  were  not  disjwsed  to  give  credence  at  first 
to  the  news,  at  least  to  the  extent,  and  the  government  of  Bayonne  acted 
hostilely  after  the  fact  of  the  dSchSance  was  notified.  Buonaparte's  abdi- 
cation was  not  spoken  of  till  some  days  afterwards,  and  was  not  completed 
till  the  11th,  when  I  reached  Paris. 

Lord  Wellington  arrived  yesterday  without  notice,  in  time,  in  his  blue 
coat,  to  see  the  Russian  and  Prussian  Guards  defile  by  Louis  XVIII.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia  visited  him  in  the  evening,  and  he  afterwards  appeared 
at  a  ball  given  by  Charles,  where  he  was  the  great  object  of  admiration. 
He  looks  perfectly  well,  and  does  not  show  the  effects  of  his  campaigns  as 
much  as  I  expected  in  his  countenance.  I  have  had  a  full  conversation 
with  him  this  morning.  His  plan  is  to  return  on  Sunday  to  his  army,  to 
make  all  his  arrangements  for  their  embarkation,  &c. ;  then  to  go  to  Madrid, 
and  to  make  an  excursion  to  England  before  he  settles  here. 

You  will  see  by  Lord  William's  official  despatches  that  we  shall  have 
something  to  unravel  in  Corsica,  and  also  at  Genoa.  It  was  very  incon- 
siderate his  making  a  declaration  in  favour  of  the  ^old  system  at  the  latter 
place,  knowing,  as  he  must  do,  that  there  is  little  disposition  in  the  Allies 
to  re-establish  it.  The  enclosetl  secret  letter  will  show  you  how  intolerably 
prone  he  is  to  Whig  revolutions  everywhere.  1  am  confident  his  mis- 
management at  least  doubled  all  the  natural  dangers  of  Murat's  rascality  ; 
and  my  persuasion  is,  if  the  war  had  gone  on  much  longer  in  France,  we 
should  have  had  a  most  disastrous  complication  in  Italy,  and  that  his  corps 
acting  separately  would  have  been  i)robably  the  first  sacrifice.  He  seems 
bent  upon  throwing  all  Italy  loose.  This  might  be  well  as  against  Franco, 
but  against  Austria  and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  with  all  the  new  Constitu- 
tions which  now  menace  the  world  with  fresh  convulsions,  it  is  most 
absurd. 

Campbell's  letter  will  answer  yours.  General  Shuwelloflf,  the  Russian 
Commissary,  assures  me  Buonaparte  showed  no  fortitude  in  his  difficulties. 
If  his  taste  for  an  asylum  in  England  should  continue,  would  you  allow 
him  to  reside  in  some  distant  province  ?    It  would  obviate  much  alarm  on 
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the  Continent.     Joseph,  now  in  SwitzerlimJ,  has  expressly  solicited  a  i^ass- 
l)ort.     What  am  I  to  say  ? 

I  am,  dear  Liverpool,  sincerely  yours, 

Castlebeaoh. 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 
Lieut.' Oen,  Lord  W,  C,  Beiitinck  to  Viscount  Castkreagh, 

Mr  LOED,  Genoa,  27th  April,  1814. 

Lieut.-Colonol  A'Conrt,  who  is  the  bearer  of  my  despatches  to  your  Lordship, 
enjoys  my  full  confidence ;  but  the  conununication  I  am  now  about  to  mako 
may  affect  the  lives  of  so  many  individuals,  that  it  is  unknown  to  him,  and  I 
have  thought  it  better  to  confine  the  secret  within  my  own  breast.  I  transmit 
to  your  Lordship  the  original  papers,  and  shall  keep  no  copy  either  of  them  or 
of  this  letter. 

On  the  24th  the  Neapolitan  General  Filangieri  arrived  here  in  disguise, 
and  wrote  me  the  enclosed  letter,  transmitting  a  note  from  General  Carrascosa  to 
General  Nugent  I  saw  the  General  the  same  night,  and  he  immediately 
returned  to  the  army  on  the  same  night,  without  being  discovered  by  any  one. 

He  told  me  that  there  was  a  general  plan  formed  in  the  Neapolitan  army  to 
demand  from  Murat  a  free  Constitution.  The  execution  was  to  take  place  as 
follows : — He  said  that  a  part  of  the  army  were  actually  on  their  march  to 
Naples ;  that  the  King  was  immediately  to  follow ;  and  that  it  was  understood 
that  two  divisions,  under  Carrascosa,  would  remain,  or  would  not  march  imme- 
diately. It  was  proposed  that  when  these  two  divisions,  upon  their  return  to 
Naples,  had  passed  the  frontier,  a  letter  should  be  sent  to  Murat  express- 
ing the  desire  of  the  army.  He  read  me  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which,  after  ad- 
verting to  the  disturbed  state  of  some  of  the  Neapolitan  provinces  and  to  the 
general  discontent,  states  that  these  circumstances  have  been  kept  from  his 
ears  by  tlie  evil  counsellors  who  surround  him.  It  adverts  to  a  remonstrance 
made  some  time  ago  by  his  Generals  upon  the  state  of  afiairs,  which  he  refused 
to  listen  to,  and  threatened  to  shoot  those  who  had  signed  the  address.  It 
goes  on  to  ask  very  respectftilly  for  a  fVee  Constitution,  and  expresses  attach- 
ment to  him  and  to  his  family,  and  their  desire  that  they  should  continue  to 
reign  as  their  Constitutional  Monarchs.  He  told  me  that  all  the  Neapolitan 
part  of  the  Guard  was  with  them ;  that  officers  high  in  Murafs  confidence 
were  also  engaged ;  and  that  measures  had  been  taken  for  sending  emissaries 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  but  he  deprecated  the  idea  of  effecting  this  revo- 
lution by  any  assistance  of  the  people,  who  might  possibly  be  led  into  great 
excesses. 

His  object  in  coming  to  me  was  to  ask  my  assistance  in  two  ways.  Ist.  He 
said  the  only  fear  they  had  of  failure  was  from  the  effects  of  Murat  s  own  per- 
sonal bravery,  and  by  some  great  act  of  apparent  confidence  and  courage 
tlirowing  himself  among  tlie  soldiers,  who  he  thought  would  not  resist  such 
an  appeal  to  their  feelings.  They  did  not  fear  his  resistance.  Their  first 
request,  then,  was  that  I  would  by  some  means  or  other  continue  to  keep  liim 
at  Naples,  and  prevent  him  from  going  to  tlie  army  when  they  should  declare 
themselves.  His  second  request  was,  that  as  they  received  their  pay  only 
every  fifteen  days,  I  would  lend  them  500,000  francs  to  enable  them  to 
continue  the  payment  of  the  troops.  If  this  could  not  be  a  public  loan,  they 
begged  it  might  be  a  private  one,  for  which  they  were  ready  to  give  amplo 
security.    I  answered  that,  much  as  I  wished  them  success,  yet,  having  made 

VOL.  IX.  F 
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an  armistice  with  Murut,  the  houour  and  good  ikitli  of  my  nation  forbade  me 
from  lending  myself^  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  proceedings  of 
hostility,  and  that  I  must  positively  refuse  taking  any  part  whatever  in  the 
transaction. 

General  Filangieri  is  son  of  the  &mous  Filangieri— is  a  clever  man,  and  dis- 
tinguished officer.  Ho  was  sent  to  me  by  Murat  upon  my  first  landing  at  Leg- 
horn to  propose  a  plan  of  operations.  He  related  to  mo  an  anecdote  of  Murat's 
versatility,  according  to  the  admirers  of  that  Prince  ;  of  his  insincerity  and 
weakness,  according  to  others.  General  Filangieri,  on  his  return,  delivered  to 
Murat  a  '  Monitcur,'  which  the  latter  opened  and  read  in  his  presence.  It 
contained  some  success  of  Augcreau.  He  said  the  King  was  quite  wild  with 
joy,  and  said  that  if  ho  continued  successful  on  tlieir  flank,  the  Allies  must  be 
driven  across  the  Bhlno.  It  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  their  wish  to  get  rid 
of  Murat,  much  less  to  see  the  restoration  of  Ferdinand,  whoso  character  and 
cruelty  they  seem  l)oth  to  despise  and  fear.  They  seemed  to  flatter  tliemselves 
that  under  the  restraints  of  a  free  government  Murat,  to  whom  he  attributed 
the  most  despotic  principles,  could  not  do  them  any  harm. 

As  Murat  is  the  most  distrustful  man  in  the  world,  and  as  I  am  confident 
at  this  moment,  when  other  nations  are  making  efforts  for  their  own  Ubcrty,  be 
will  look  upon  every  one  as  a  "  rdvolutionnairo,*'  so  I  should  have  been  much 
disposed  to  suspect  that  General  Filangieri  might  be  the  spy  of  Murat  sent  to 
discover  my  sentiments,  and  the  degree  of  assistance  I  might  be  inclined  to 
afford.  But  as  General  Nugent  has  been  so  long  serving  with  the  Neapolitans, 
he  must  be  well  acquainted  with  the  individuals,  and  his  favourable  opinion 
of  General  Filangieri  must  remove  this  suspicion.  I  must,  however,  say  that 
the  impression  loft  upon  my  mind  from  the  whole  of  the  General's  conversa- 
tion did  not  leave  with  me  a  very  sang^uine  expectation  of  the  result 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Bentinok. 

II. 
General  Filajigieri  to  Lieut. -Qen.  Lwd  W,  C,  Bentinck, 

Milord,  GSnes,  le  24  Avril,  1814. 

Par  la  lettro  que  j'ai  I'honncur  do  vous  remettre  ci-joint  vous  verrez,  jo 
pense,  que  jo  suis  dans  la  n^essit^,  mon  C^n^l,  de  vous  demander  uu  entre- 
tien  sans  t<^moins.  Mon  arrive  aupr^s  de  vous  est  un  secret  pour  tout  le 
monde.  Jo  dttdrerais  en  cons^uence  savoir  Theure  k  laquelle  je  pourrais 
dans  la  soiree  me  procurer  I'honneur  de  me  rendre  chez  vous  sans  ^tre  aper^u 
par  qui  que  ce  soit.  Je  crois  n^essaire  de  faire  savoir  k  Yotre  Excellence 
qu'il  y  a  dcs  officiers  ^  son  dtat-major  qui  me  connaissent ;  et  qu'en  outre  j'ai 
tout  lieu  de  penser  qu'il  y  a  dans  cette  ville  des  ^missaires  du  Roi  de  Naples 
charges  d'examiner  s'il  existe  entre  Yotre  Excellence  et  VaTm6e  Napolitaine 
des  relations  mysterieuses,  que  Ton  craint  beaucoup.  J'ai  done  besoin  de 
prendre  les  plus  grandes  precautions  pour  faire  ignorer  ma  prince  h  Gdnes. 

J'ai  voyagd  CQmme  courrier  extraordinaire,  et  sous  le  nom  de  Charles  Goffredi. 
Ayant  fait  la  route  des  montagues,  jo  n'ai  encore  ^te  rencontre'  par  personnc. 
Tout  va  tres  bien  jusquli  pr^nt. 

Permettez-moi,  Milord,  de  saisir  cette  occasion  pour  vous  offrir  I'hommage 
dn  rcspectuoux  d^vouement  avec  lequel  je  serai  toute  ma  vie,  de  Yotre  Excel- 
lence, 

Le  tr^s  humble  et  tr^  ob€issant  serviteur, 

Charles  Filangieri. 
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III. 
Oeneral  Nugent  to  Lieut, -Oen,  Lord  W,  C,  Dentinck. 

San  Lazzaro,  22od  April,  1814. 
I  rocoived  this  jnst  now  from  Gk^noral  Corrascosa,  tho  first  in  rank  of  the 
Noapolitan  Qenerals,  and  a  very  detcnnined  man.    The  bearer  will  inform 
yon  of  all.    I  know  him.    He  is  a  distingaished  o£Scer,  a  man  of  honour,  and 
worthy  of  every  attention  yon  will  show  him. 

Yours  most  truly, 

NOGElfT. 

Oeneral  Carrascosa  to  Oeneral  Nugent. 

Borgo  San  Donnino,  21  Aprilc,  1814. 

n  Signor  Gcnorale  Filangieri  che  si  rcca  a  San  Lazzaro  ove  avrk  Tonoro  di 
vodervi,  vi  csporr^  quel  tanto  di  cui  siamo  definitivamento  convcnuti ;  csso  ^ 
di  accordo  con  mc,  o  con  gli  altri  nostri  compagni. 

Vi  ripeto  le  assicurazioni  del  mio  inaltorabile  attaccamento  cd  nmicizia. 

Carrascx«a. 


Vittcovnt  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Bathunst. 

My  DKAB  Lobd  B.,  Paris,  5th  May,  1814. 

I  have  delivered  your  despatches  to  Lord  Wellington.  He  is  to  meet 
General  Dupont,  the  Minister  of  War,  to-morrow,  to  arrange  all  details  for 
the  movement  of  the  cavalry  to  the  points  you  wish.  The  infantry  will 
be  marched  towards  the  western  coast.  Lord  W.  calculates  that  6  weeks 
will  be  required  for  the  march  to  Boulogne  and  Calais,  in  which  time  ho 
expects  you  will  have  your  transports  ready.  He  counts  upon  12,000 
horses  returning.  For  how  many  will  you  have  tonnage  at  one  trip  ? 
You  must  give  him  some  idea  in  what  succession  they  should  arrive. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Graham.  I  think  he  has  been  unnecessarily  modest 
in  halting  short  of  Brussels  upon  an  invitation  from  Thielmann,  who  is  much 
his  junior.  Even  a  small  corps  at  that  point  would  have  been  politically 
usefuL  I  shall  write  to  him  upon  this,  and  also  Ostend,  which  I  shall 
arrange  by  one  means  or  another.  The  garrison  of  Antwerp  will  be  British, 
or  British  and  Dutch ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  hoist  these  colours 
exclusively,  as  all  the  ceded  territory,  of  which  this  place  forms  a  part, 
must  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns  generally.  I  thought 
an  Austrian  commissary  a  relief  where  ships  were  concerned,  lliere  lias 
been  a  good  deal  of  complaint  with  respect  to  requisitions,  &c.,  in  the  Low 
Countries,  and  not  without  cause,  but  they  expect  to  esca|ie  too  well,  com- 
pared with  the  other  countries  the  armies  must  traverse  on  their  return 
home.  We  have  ordered  the  Prussian  Governor-General  to  give  way  to 
the  Austrian  General  Vincent.    Under  his  protection  justice  will  bo  done . 

I  am,  dear  Lord  B.,  yours,  &c., 

Cabtlebeaqh. 
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17ie  Deputies  of  Departments  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUin{ft<m. 

Paris,  le  7  Mai,  1814. 

Les  d^put^  des  ddpartements  des  Hautes  et  Basses  Pyr^n^es,  des  Landes, 

du  Gere,  de  la  Haute  Garonne,  Lot  et  Garonne,  et  de  Tarn  et  Garonne,  ont 

eu  rhonncur  de  so  presenter  cbez  Son  Excellence  Lord  Wellington  pour  le 

remercier,  tant  en  leur  nom  propre  qu'au  nom  de  leure  concitoyens,  de  la 

bonne  discipline  qu*il  a  fait  observer  a  ses  troupes,  de  la  bonne  justice  qu'il 

a  fait  rdgncr  partout  oil  il  a  pass^,  et  de  sa  conduite  noble  et  g^ndreuse  en 

tons  points. 

(Here  follow  the  signatures,) 


Brigadier- General  H,  Lowe  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingion, 

My  Lobd,  15,  Boulevard  des  Capudns,  Paris,  8th  May,  1814. 

Having  reflected  on  tbe  probable  date  of  the  letter  your  Grace  did  me 
tbe  honour  to  communicate  to  me  yesterday,  and  on  my  having  had  con- 
versations in  London  with  Colonel  Bunbury  which  must  have  been  sub- 
sequent to  it,  from  which  I  was  led  to  infer  Lord  Bathurst's  idea  of 
employing  me  on  the  staff  of  the  expedition  to  America  had  been 
suspended,  I  am  induced  to  request  your  Grace's  indulgence  in  jxirmit- 
ting  me  to  remain  here  until  I  can  communicate  with  England,  or 
until  I  can  receive  replies  to  some  lettera  I  have  already  sent,  which 
could  not  occasion  a  delay  of  more  than  six  days,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  I  could  either  repair  directly  to  Bordeaux  or  send  an  instant 
communication  to  the  contrary.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  make  this 
request,  as  I  have  some  real  public  business  here  (of  which  both  Lord 
Cathcart  and  Sir  Charles  Stuart  can  inform  your  Grace)  which  would 
make  it  exceedingly  inconvenient  for  me  to  depart  at  the  present  instant. 
The  desire  to  meet  your  Grace's  views  and  suggestions  on  the  first  occasion 
I  had  the  advantage  of  being  presented  to  you  prevented  me  from  obtruding 
any  matter  of  this  kind  on  your  consideration,  but  reflection  has  since  con- 
vinced me  of  the  expediency  of  it,  and  I  have  only  to  pray  your  Grace's 
excuse  for  the  intrusion  which  it  has  led  to. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient^  most  humble  servant, 

H.  Lowe.* 


Viscount  Oastlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  9th  May,   1814. 

I  find  I  have  no  time  to-night  for  the  ball.  I  send  you  some  letters 
from  your  brother.  You  will  see  matters  are  in  a  critical  state  in  Spain, 
and  that  your  visit  will  be  very  opportune,  I  don't  see  how  we  can  take 
ui)on  us  to  advise  the  King  to  hazard  a  cont<j8t  with  the  Cortes.  If  he 
feels  himself  strong  enough,  calling  a  new  Cortes  to  revise  the  Constitution 

*  Afterwards  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 
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upon  certain  liberal  and  moderate  principles  promulgated  by  himself  may 
be  the  best  mode  of  curing  the  present  evil.  If  you  approve  of  this,  I  will 
write  accordingly. 

Ever  yours,  &c., 

Castlebeaou. 


Viscount  Ccutlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Paris,  11th  May,  1814. 

Apsley  being  desirous  of  seeing  a  little  more  of  the  Continent  before  ho 
returns,  I  have  charged  him  with  my  despatches  to  your  brother,  taking 
you  in  his  way :  his  wish  is  to  return  by  Paris.  Nothing  has  passed  of 
any  importance  since  you  left  us.  Buonaparte  is  arrived  at  Elba :  during 
the  voyage  on  one  occasion  his  mind  seemed  still  to  cherish  hopes  as  to 
France. 

Talleyrand,  in  a  conversation  with  Mettemich  last  night,  seemed  a  little 
inclined  to  raise  his  tone.     We  expect  his  contre-projet  to-morrow. 

Yours,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  most  sincerely, 

Castleseagh. 


ITie  King  of  France  to  the  Prince  Regent, 

MOKSIEUB  MON  FfiiiBE  ET  CousiN,  Paris,  ce  12  Mai,  1814. 

Plus  do  quinze  jours  sont  d^jk  ^ul^s  depuis  que,  venant  de  prendre 
cong^  do  Yotre  Altesse  Royale,  je  suis  rcntr^  dans  ma  terre  natale,  et  le 
Roi  de  France  n'a  pas  encore  exprimd  sa  reconnoissance  au  Prince  Rdgent 
d'Angleterre  des  puissans  secours  qu'il  en  a  re^us,  et  comme  individu  je 
ne  vous  ai  pas  remerci^  des  marques  d'amiti^  dont  vous  m'avez  combM. 
Pour  justifier  un  silence  aussi  extraordinaire,  je  n'imagine  rien  de  mieux 
que  d'informer  Votre  Altesse  Royale  d*un  espoir  quo  j'ai  con^u,  m6me 
avant  mon  depart  d'Angleterre :  c'est  de  la  voir  ici,  r^unie  avec  les  Souverains 
ses  alli^,  et  de  payer  ainsi  2t  la  fois  le  tribut  de  ma  reconnoissance  k  tons 
ceux  qui  en  sont  les  augustes  objets.  J'avois  crd  que  mon  sacre  en  pour- 
roit  offrir  Toccasion,  mais  les  prdparatifs  de  cette  c^r^monie  ne  peuvcnt  etre 
faits  assez  tdt  pour  cela. 

Heureusement  une  autre  circonstance,  non  moins  int^ressante,  est  venue  \k 
mon  secours.  J'ai  tout  lieu  d'esp^rer  qu'avant  le  22  de  ce  mois  la  paix  sera 
faite,  et  j*ai  d^jk  ordonn^  des  fdtes  pour  la  c^ldbrer.  C*est  k  ces  fgtes,  qui 
auront  lieu  dans  la  semaine  qui  commencera  ce  m§me  22,  que  j'invite,  quo 
je  prie  Yotre  Altesse  Royale  d'assister ;  et  j'ai  dd,  pour  ne  pas  abuser  de 
ses  momens,  me  taire  sur  mes  sentimens  jusqu'k  ce  que  je  piisse  lui  faire 
cette  demande.  J'ajodterai  que  ce  n'est  pas  en  mon  nom  seul  que  je  la 
fais :  c*est  au  nom  de  toute  la  France,  qui  briile  de  payer  k  la  pcrsonno 
m^mc  de  Votre  Altesse  Royale  la  dettc  que  j*ai  contractde  cnvcrs  elle  ct 
envers  la  nation  Ai^laise  ;  c'est  encore  au  nom  des  deux  Empcreurs  et  du 
Roi  de  Prusse,  qui  m'ont  chargd  d'exprimcr  k  Votre  Altesse  Royale  le  de'sir 
qu'ils  ont  do  la  voir  k  ces  fetes. 
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Maintenant,  si  Voire  Altesse  Royale  cede  ^  tant  de  vocuk  r^unis,  jc  la 
conjure  de  me  faire  savoir  dans  quel  port  et  quel  jour  elle  compte  d^barquer, 
n'ayant  rien  tant  h  coeur  que  de  lui  rendrc,  tant  qu'elle  sera  dans  mes  dtats, 
tout  ce  que  me  prescrivent  et  le  devoir  et  le  sentiment. 

Je  prie  Votre  Altesse  Royale  d'etre  bien  persuadeo  de  Tamiti^  vive  et 
sincere  avec  laquclle  jc  suis,  etc. 


Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  deab  Lord,  Paiis,  14th  May,  1814. 

As  Lord  Castlercagh's  injunctions  have  caused  me  to  suspend  any  im- 
mediate conmiunication  respecting  public  af&irs  with  the  persons  who  are 
supposed  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  this  Court,  it  is  only  in  my  power  to 
write  what  I  have  heard  through  other  channels  since  you  left  Paris. 

After  some  hesitation  the  ministers  have  been  permanently  appointed ; 
and  as  the  reputation  of  the  Abb^  de  Montesquieu  and  the  Garde  des  Sceaux, 
who  are  considered  to  be  the  King's  men,  places  them  very  high  in  the 
public  esteem,  it  is  fortunate  that  no  predilection  for  the  class  who  have 
followed  his  fortunes  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  is  traced 
in  the  choice. 

A  number  of  projets  for  the  Constitution  have  been  given  in.  It  is, 
however,  certain  that  the  King  himself  is  occuj>iod  in  drawing  up  tlie  pro- 
position which  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Cor].>8  L<$gislatif  at  the  end  of  the  mouth,  after  revision  by  a  commis- 
sion which  is  to  be  chosen  directly  for  that  express  purpose.  It  is  deter- 
mined that  the  senators  shall  enjoy  their  present  honours  and  emoluments 
under  a  re-appointment,  omitting  the  names  of  the  regicides,  who  are  nine 
in  number,  and  of  whom  several  are  already  making  arrangements  to 
retire  to  Switzerland,  as  their  situation  under  this  appointment  will  be 
merely  personal.  They  are  to  be  succeeded  by  hereditary  senators  chosen 
by  the  Crown,  whose  rank  is  supported  by  no  pecuniary  allowance. 

The  tax  of  the  droits  r^unis  is  confirmed  for  the  present. 

It  is  unlucky  that  the  arrangements  for  reducing  their  naval  force  should 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  a  proclamation.  This  false  measure  has 
kept  alive  a  feeling  against  the  British  which  I  cannot  but  suspect  entered 
the  contemplation  of  the  persons  who  recommended  the  publication  of  the 
King*s  orders  in  this  form. 

The  ill  humour  of  the  army  continues  to  embarrass  the  government. 
Among  other  modes  of  conciliating  their  goodwill  the  new  ministers 
project  to  carry  the  number  of  the  military  force  on  foot  to  200,000  men. 
1  rather  believe  that  the  employment  of  troops  in  some  endeavour  to 
recover  St.  Domingo  is  among  the  motives  for  this  increase  of  the  war 
establishment. 

At  a  conference  two  days  since,  the  retrograde  movement  of  the  Allied 
army  was  considered.  The  necessity  of  checking  the  spirit  which  prevails 
among  the  troops,  and  in  some  degree  supporting  the  existing  government, 
was  the  subject  of  much  discuHsion  ;  and  although  it  was  determined  that 
the  French  provinces  which  suffer  materially  from  the  continuance  of  the 
armies  shall  be  very  shortly  evacuated,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  will,  I 


May,  1814.  RECOMMENDATION  OF  SENHOR  JOAQUIN  PAES.  71 

hear,  retain  a  large  body  of  troops  close  to  the  frontier  eight  or  nine  months 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present  nego- 
tiation. 

As  the  arrangements  in  Germany  and  Poland  are  not  considered  to 
come  within  the  limit  of  the  negotiation  with  France,  some  strong  obser- 
vations brought  forward  by  the  French  ministers  respecting  the  projected 
extension  of  the  Russian  frontier  in  Poland,  and  the  acquisitions  cxixK^ted 
by  Austria  and  Prussia  in  Saxony,  have  not  been  attended  to.  The  right 
of  France  to  send  a  minister  to  the  congress  which  is  to  settle  these  matters 
after  the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace  does  not,  however,  appear  to  be  dis- 
puted. 

I  have  not  hitherto  obtained  a  house  which  I  think  will  suit  you.  I 
have,  however,  seen  a  great  many ;  and  if  I  find  that  it  is  impossible  to 
obtain  the  Elys^e  Bourbon  on  paying  a  rent  to  the  government,  I  think 
that  of  the  Ministre  de  la  Marine,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  will 
be  the  best.  As  all  the  houses  are  unfurnished,  I  will  hire  furniture  for 
a  short  time,  leaving  you  at  liberty  to  make  arrangements  hereafter. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

Ever  your  obliged  and  faithful 

Chabi^s  Stuabt. 


To  Dom  M,  de  Fwjaz.  [  762.  ] 


* 


SeKHOR,  Toulouse,  15th  May,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  memorial  for  the  Prince 
Regent,  which  Senhor  Joaquin  Paes  has  sent  to  me,  with  a 
desire  that  I  should  forward  it  to  His  Royal  Highness ;  and 
although  it  relates  to  matters  quite  foreign  to  my  business,  I 
venture  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Governors  of  the  Kingdom 
to  its  contents,  and  to  request  their  recommendation  of  them, 
in  consequence  of  the  sense  I  entertain  of  the  services  and 
merits  of  that  family  throughout  the  war.  Senhor  J.  Paes 
joined  me  before  the  battle  of  Vimeiro,  at  which  he  was  present ; 
and  he  and  his  family  have  upon  every  occasion  that  has  come 
under  my  notice  exerted  themselves  in  favour  of  the  just  cause 
of  their  country  and  Prince,  and  appear  to  me  highly  deserving 
of  His  Royal  Ilighness's  favour. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Liverpool,  Paris,  I5th  May,  18U. 

Robinson  is  so  fully  aware  of  the  state  of  things  hero,  that  I  may  refer 
you  to  him  on  all  points.  I  hope  you  will  be  enabled  to  send  me  an  im- 
mediate answer,  and  such  as  may  enable  me  to  sign  without  further 
reference. 

I  am  to  see  the  Emperor  of  Austria  on  his  visit  to  England  the  day  after 
to-morrow.  I  rather  think  the  state  of  Italy  and  his  affairs  at  home  will 
oblige  him  to  return  direct  to  Vienna,  in  which  case  His  Imperial  Majesty 
will  send  Mettemich  on  a  special  mission  to  make  his  excuses  to  the  Prince 
Regent.  I  have  very  much  encouraged  this  plan,  as  his  presence  in  London 
would  enable  us  (Hardenberg  and  Nesselrode  being  also  there)  to  decide 
finally  on  several  important  points  previous  to  the  Congress  at  Vienna. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  wishes  his  means  of  embarkation  to  be  ready  at 
Boulogne  the  last  day  of  May.  His  Majesty  takes  with  him  his  Grand 
Marshal  Tolstoy,  Platow,  and  four  aides-de-camp.  He  said  nothing  of  the 
two  young  Grand  Dukes,  and  I  said  nothing.  He  expressed  a  wish  to  land 
quietly,  and  not  to  be  received  with  form.  When  you  can  let  us  know 
what  is  arranged  on  your  side,  the  plan  can  better  be  fixed  here.  The 
Emperor  asked  me  to  go  with  him ;  but  if  I  can  get  the  treaty  signed,  I  will 
endeavour  to  precede  him. 

Yours,  my  dear  Liverpool,  faithfully  (in  haste), 

Castlereagh. 


The  Sector  of  the  Academy  of  Toulouse  to  Field  Marslial  the  Marquess 

of  Wellington, 

Monsieur  LE  Mar^OHAL,  Toulouse,  le  15  Mai,  1814. 

Votre  Excellence  a  accueilli  avec  tant  de  bontd  les  paroles  que  j'ai  cu 
ITionneur  do  lui  adresser  comme  Recteur  de  PUniversitd,  et  comme  Pr<j8i- 
dent  de  TAcad^mie  des  Sciences,  que  je  m'emprcsse  de  les  d^poscr  dans  vos 
mains. 

Si,  apr^s  la  lecture,  j'avais  le  bonheur,  Monsieur  le  Mar^chal,  d'obtenir 
votre  approbation,  oe  serait  pour  moi  un  titre  de  famille  dont  jo  sentirais 
tout  le  prix. 

Je  suis,  avec  le  plus  profond  resjxict.  Monsieur  le  Mar^chal, 

De  Votre  Excellence 

Le  tr^s  humble  et  trcs  ob^issant  serviteur, 

»J  AMME. 
[En'CLOSURE.] 

DiscouRS  prononc^  par  M.  Jahme  k  Son  Excellence  le  Mardchal  Marquis 
de  Wellington,  en  quality  de  Recteur  de  TAcad^mie  Roy  ale  de  Tou- 
louse et  de  President  de  I'Acad^mic  des  Scfenccs,  Inscriptions,  et  Belles- 
Lettres :  extraits  du  *  Journal  de  Toulouse,'  Nos.  4  et  5. 

Le  Recteur  et  les  Facult«?8  de  rAcaddmio  do  Toulouse  ont  ete  admin,  Ic  23  do 
ce  mois,  k  Taudienoe  de  M.  le  Feld  Marechal  WclliugtoD,  etc.,  etc. 
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M.  Jammo,  Recteur,  a  port<5  la  parole  en  ces  tennes  : — 
"  Monsieur  le  Mar^chal, 

"  Lo  Recteur  et  lea  principaux  membres  de  rinstruction  publique  vionueiit 
porter  k  Votre  EbLcellence  le  tribut  de  leur  respect  et  de  leur  ve'iiemtion. 

"  Ne  craignez  pas  d'etre  fatigu^  du  recit  de  vos  exploits  militairos  et  de  vos 
quality  peraonnelles :  la  renommee  nous  a  appris  que  c'est  la  soule  occasiou 
oil  votre  oreiUe  se  forme  k  la  verity. 

"Eh !  que pourrions-nous  vous  dire.  Monsieur  le  Mardchal,  que  ne  vous  aient 
d^jk  exprime  les  acclamations  universelles  qui,  en  melant  votre  nom  U  celui 
des  Bourbons,  ont  proclame'  non-seulement  le  repr^ntant  de  trois  grandes 
puissances  protectrices,  et  le  lib€rateur  de  notre  contrde,  mais  encore  le  con- 
servateur  sp^^ial  d'une  vaste  cit^  dont,  par  uno  fatality  inconcevable,  la  mine 
semblait  amenee  iiar  Tintrepidite  m^me  qui  devait  la  protd^ger  et  la  garantir. 

*'  Cette  cit^  cclebre,  honoree  depuis  plusieurs  sibcles  du  titre  de  Palladiennc, 
appeMe  par  les  modemes  I'Ath^nes  du  midi,  trois  fois  capitale  de  royaiime, 
serait  r^uite  en  cendros,  si  votre  main  genereuso  n'elit  arrete  la  foudro  qu'une 
fausse  confiance  avait  irrit^. 

"  Nous  aimons  ^  publier.  Monsieur  lo  Mardchal,  que  c'est  k  vous  que  cetio 
villodoitlecalmedontellejouit,  I'esp^ce  do  renaissance  qu'clle  eprouve,  et  quo 
rinstant  oil  vous  etes  entr^  dans  son  enceinte  a  416  I'aurore  des  jours  paisibles 
et  sereins  que  nous  prepare  Tautorite'  patemelle,  dont  le  souvenir  n'a  ete  iii 
efSad  ni  affiubli  par  les  horreurs  de  la  revolution,  et  qui  n'a  jamais  cessc  do 
r^gner  sur  nos  coeurs." 


L' Academic  dee  Sciences,  Inscriptions,  et  Belles-Lettres  de  Toulouse  ayant 
eu  rhonneur  d'etre  admise  aupi^  de  Lord  Wellington,  M.  Jamine,  president 
de  cette  compagnie,  a  prononc^  le  discours  suivant : — 

*'  Monsieur  le  Marshal, 

"L'Acad^mie  Royale  des  Sciences,  Inscriptions,  et  Belles-Ixjttres,  aceou- 
tumde  k  appr^ier  les  hommcs,  k  confirmer  ou  k  dctruire  leu  monumcns  clcves 
^  leur  gloire,  et  ^  refuser  touto  sanction  quo  ruusture  raison  desavoue,  s'em- 
presse  de  venir  mSler  sa  voix  U  cello  de  tous  los  ordres  de  citoyens,  dont  vous 
avez  vu  les  transports,  et  entendu  les  dclats  d'alldgressc. 

**  A  votre  aspect  les  entraves  de  la  contrainte  se  sent  brisees  :  Thomme  d'etat, 
lo  grand  militaire,  lo  b^ros  bienfaisaut,  le  liberatcur  de  cette  terre  ddsolec, 
range  de  paix,  tout  a  4i4  reconnu  et  cclebre  par  lo  cri  du  sentiment,  et  votre 
nom  a  4i6  port^  jusqu*aux  cicux,  dans  le  temple  mdine  de  la  v^rite  ^temcUe. 

"  Je  no  pourrais.  Monsieur  le  Marc'cbal,  qu'affaiblir  ce  tableau !  L' Academic 
86  borne  k  supplier  Votre  Excellence  d'accepter  rofifrande  des  recueils  qu'ello 
a  public  dans  le  temps  de  ses  prosp^ritds,  et  sous  la  protection  de  nos  Rois. 

*'  Ge  sont  les  sufiiages  que  I'Europe  savante  leur  a  accorded,  qui  nous  ont 
encouragdiB  k  vous  lee  ofiiir,  commo  un  hommago  rendu  au  genie  do  votro 
nation  et  au  v6tre." 

[Write  that  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  him. 

Wellington.] 
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The  Bight  Hon,  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess 

of  Wellington, 

Mt  DEAB  Abthub,  Madrid,  15th  May,  1814. 

; '  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  April,*  and  I  am  happy  to  hear 
that  you  have  not  refused  the  Embassy  to  Paris.  After  all  you  have  gone 
through,  you  will  find  diplomacy  very  pretty  amusement. 

My  despatches  from  Valencia,  and  that  which  I  now  send  you,  will 
apprise  you  of  all  that  has  passed  up  to  this  date.  The  King  made  his 
public  entrance  yesterday,  and  nothing  was  ever  equal  to  the  joy  and 
enthusiasm  with  which  he  was  received. 

I  wish  to  state  to  you  that  General  Whittm^^ro,  who  was  here  yester- 
day with  his  cavalry,  has  not  acted  from  any  suggestion  or  connivance  of 
mine.  If  he  received  his  orders  to  march  previously  to  his  quitting 
Valencia,  he  deceived  me,  as  he  told  me  that  he  was  going  back  to 
Saragossa  in  order  to  be  ready  to  obey  any  orders  he  might  receive  from 
you.  As  a  Spanish  or  as  an  English  officer  I  have  no  authority  over  him, 
but  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  my  intentions  not  to  interfere  myself,  and  of 
my  opinion  that  no  Englishman  should  be  concerned  in  this  business.  I 
mention  this  because  it  has  been  stated  by  some  of  the  parties  here  that  he 
acted  under  orders  from  mo. 

Everything  is  quiet  hero.    I  hope  to  sec  you  soon. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

n.  Wellesley. 

[Enclosure.] 

The  Bight  Hon,  Sir  Henry  WeUed^  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

Mr  Loan,  Madiid,  15th  May,  1814. 

My  despatches  from  Valencia  will  have  apprised  your  Lordship  of  the 
substance  of  my  conversations  with  the  Duke  of  San  Curios,  which  will  have 
prepared  you  for  the  event  which  I  have  now  to  announce,  viz.,  the  King's 
refasal  to  accept  tlie  Constitution. 

I  enclose  a  Proclamation  in  which  His  Majesty,  after  referring  to  the  first 
events  of  the  Revolution,  objects  to  the  mode  in  which  the  General  and 
Extraordinary  Cortes  were  assembled,  as  being  wholly  unprecedented,  and 
condemns  all  their  proceedings  as  illegal,  and  as  tending  to  subvert  the 
monarchy  and  to  destroy  the  happinees  of  the  people.  His  Majesty  then 
proceeds  not  only  to  declare  his  determination  not  to  swear  to  the  Constitution 
nor  to  any  decree  of  the  General  and  Extraordinary  Cortes,  or  of  thoso 
actually  assembled,  wliich  is  subvorBive  of  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Sovereign  as  they  are  established  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  under  which 
the  nation  has  so  long  existed,  but  pronounces  them  to  be  of  no  value  or 
effect. 

The  King  pledges  liimself^  however,  to  assemble  the  Cortes  according  to 
the  ancient  laws  of  tlio  kingdom,  when  the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  his 
subjects  in  the  Old  and  the  New  World  shall  be  establislied.  He  promises  that  hid 

*  See  Wellington  Despatches,  1st  edition,  vol.  xi.,  p.  C81. 


May,  1814.        UNPOPULARITY  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION.        75 

subjects  shall  enjoy  ibat  degree  of  liberty  which  distmguuhes  a  moderute 
government  from  an  arbitrary  despotism  ;  that  the  freedom  of  the  press  shall 
be  preserved,  sobjected,  however,  to  such  restrictions  as  shall  prevent  it  from 
degenerating  into  licentionsness ;  and  that,  in  order  to  remove  all  suspicion 
of  misapplication  of  the  public  revenue,  a  fixed  sum  wUl  be  assigned  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Grown,  which  will  be  separated  from  the  other  branches  of  the 
public  expenditure. 

These  are  the  principal  heads  of  the  enclosed  paper,  which  is  dated  the  4th 
of  May,  but  which  was  not  made  public  until  the  11th,  on  which  day  I 
received  it  with  a  note  from  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos,  of  which  a  copy  is 
enclosed. 

When  I  left  Madrid  to  meet  the  King  at  Valencia,  I  certainly  was  of  opinion 
that  he  would  aet  very  imprudently  if  he  refused  to  accept  the  Constitution. 
The  grounds  of  this  opinion  have  been  stated  in  my  despatches,  and  1  still 
continue  to  think  that  the  King  will  soon  be  exposed  to  considemble  difli- 
culties.  But  proofs  now  exist  of  the  Constitution  being  generally  uniK)pular 
not  only  in  the  provinces  through  which  the  King  has  passed  in  his  way  to 
the  capital,  but  in  those  of  the  north  and  of  tlie  south  of  Spain.  At  Sevillu 
and  at  Cordova  the  public  authorities  nominated  by  the  Regency  have  been 
suspended  by  the  people,  and  others  appointed  to  act  until  the  King's  pleasure 
shall  be  known ;  and  this  without  any  communication  from  His  Majesty.  In 
the  northern  provinces  the  Constitution  has  always  been  unpopular,  and  the 
disposition  manifested  by  the  army  is  still  more  decidedly  adverse  to  it.  With 
this  general  sentiment  prevailing  against  the  Constitution,  it  would  have  been 
dangerous  for  the  KiBg  to  have  accepted  it,  even  if  he  had  been  so  disposed  ; 
and  the  revolution  which  has  taken  place  may  be  considered  more  as  an 
act  of  the  nation  itself  tiian  as  one  of  arbitrary  power  on  the  part  of  the 
King. 

A  measure  of  precaution,  however,  was  judged  necessary  upon  publishing 
the  enclosed  Proclamation  which  I  could  have  wished  had  been  avoided,  viz., 
the  arrest  of  the  members  of  the  Regency,  of  most  of  the  Deputies  in  Cortes 
composing  the  party  called  the  Libeiales,  and  of  several  other  persons  whoso 
names  are  contained  in  the  enclosed  list.  This  was  effected  on  the  lltl),  in 
the  morning,  without  any  resistance  being  opposed  to  the  persons  who  executed 
the  orders  of  the  King ;  and  so  far  from  its  exciting  any  popular  commotion, 
the  people  manifested  their  joy  at  the  downfall  of  the  Jacobin  party,  and  at 
the  King's  having  rejected  the  Constitution.  The  Cardinal  de  Bourbon  has 
been  ordered  to  repair  to  Toledo,  M.  Agar  to  Ferrol,  M.  Ciscar  and  M. 
Luyando  to  Carthagena.  All  the  Ministers  have  been  removed,  and  tlieir 
successors  are  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos  as  Minister  of  State,  M.  Macanoz 
Minister  of  Grace  and  Justice,  General  Freyre  for  the  War  Department,  and 
M.  Salazar  for  that  of  Finance. 

From  the  repeated  occasions  which  I  liave  had  to  commend  the  conduct  of 
M.  Luyando  while  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign  Department,  your  Lordsliip 
will  easily  imagine  how  great  must  be  my  concern  at  his  being  involved  in  tho 
disgrace  of  the  government  and  of  its  supporters.  In  a  conversation  whieli  I 
had  with  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos  at  Aranjuez,  I  lamented  that  any  such 
measure  as  that  of  the  arrest  of  so  many  persons  should  have  been  judged 
necessary ;  and  I  particularly  expressed  my  concern,  which  I  said  would  bo 
equally  felt  by  the  British  government,  at  M.  Luyando  having  fallen  under 
the  displeasure  of  the  King.  Tho  Duke  of  San  Carlos  said  that  the  measures 
which  they  had  adopted  were  absolutely  necessary  if  the  only  object  had  been 
to  save  the  individuals  who  had  been  furested  from  falling  victims  to  the  fury 
of  the  populace,  but  that  many  of  them  would  bo  put  upon  their  trial,  and  it 
would  tlicu  apiKMu:  that  tho  King  proceeded  upon  justifiable  grounds ;  that 
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overtures  for  a  more  confidential  interoourBe  had  been  made  to  M.  Luyando 
at  Valencia,  which  he  had  rejected ;  but  that  his  removal  to  Carthagena  ought 
not  to  be  considered  aa  a  mark  of  disgrace ;  that  it  should  be  recollected  that 
he  was  only  a  captain  of  a  firigate,  and  had  been  placed  in  a  situation  entirely 
out  of  the  line  of  his  profession.  He  gave  me  reason,  however,  to  hope  that 
at  no  very  distant  period  the  King  might  be  induced  to  give  him  more  of  his 
confidence,  and  to  place  him  in  some  situation  where  his  talents  might  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Throughout  all  these  proceedings  I  have  strictly  abided  by  the  line  of 
conduct  which  I  informed  your  Lordship  I  should  observe  in  my  first  com- 
munications to  you  from  Valencia.  I  arrived  at  Madrid  several  days  before 
the  King,  and  went  to  Aranjuez  on  the  11th  to  meet  him.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  His  Majesty  is  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  the  situation  in 
which  I  was  placed,  and  is  satisfied  with  the  line  of  conduct  which  I  have 
pursued. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

H.  Wellesley. 


r  7(j3^  ]  To  Dam  M,  de  Forjaz, 

SeNHOB,  Toulouse,'  16th  May,  1814. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  6th 
May.  I  will  take  care  that  your  Excellency  shall  be  regularly 
infoimed  of  the  march  of  the  Portuguese  troops. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  two  Portuguese  frigates  will 
afford  suflScient  tonnage  to  carry  away  all  the  Portuguese  sick 
and  wounded,  and  the  stores  which  may  remain  in  the  Spanish 
ports ;  but  there  are  no  British  transports  that  can  be  applied 
to  that  service. 

I  likewise  beg  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  although  the 
Portuguese  troops  will  have  the  use  of  the  British  magazines  on 
the  march,  the  issue  will  be  made  on  account  of  the  subsidy. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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Morning  State  of  the  Cavalbt  under  the  Command  of  his  IJxcellcncy 

Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Head-quarters,  Toulouse,  16th  May,  1814. 


Brittsb. 

Fortngueac. 

Total. 

Officers : — 

Field-Officers 

29 

10 

39 

Captains 

Subalterns      

109 

18 

127 

221 

58 

279 

Staff 

95 

43 

138 

Quartermasters  of  Cavalry      

24 

4 

28 

Serjeants: — 

Present 

CIS 

C3 

676 

Sick  :- 

Present       

9 

1 

10 

Absent        

10 

•  • 

10 

Command       

57 

28 

85 

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

7 

•  • 

7 

Trumpeters : — 

Present 

112 

39 

151 

Sick  :— 

Present       

2 

2 

4 

Absent        

5 

•  • 

5 

Conmiand       

1 

10 

11 

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

2 

•  • 

2 

Bank  and  File  :— 

Present   

8,088 

9C1 

9,049 

Sick:— 

Present       

172 

10 

182 

Absent        

354 

57 

411 

Command       

G91 

605 

1,35<; 

241 

3 

244 

Horses  : — 

Present   

7,780 

819 

8,629 

Sick 

443 

99 

542 

Command       

345 

405 

750 

Alterations : — 

Men : — 

7 

•  • 

7 

Doatl 

3 

•  • 

3 

Deserted      

2 

•  • 

2 

Horses : — 

Recruited 

119 

•  • 

119 

Dead 

3 

•  • 

3 
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MoBNTNO  State  of  the  Forces  under  the  Command  of  his  Excellency 

Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Head-quarters,  Toaloose,  16th  May,  1814. 


Officers : — 

Colonels 

Lieutenant-Colonels     

Majors 

Captains 

Lieutenants 

Comets  or  Ensigns        

Staflf        

Quartormastcrs  of  Cavalry       

Serjeants : — 

Present 

Sick  :— 

Present       

Absent        

Command       

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Trumpeters  or  Drummers  : — 

Present 

Sic^k  :— 

Present       

Absent        

Command       

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Bank  and  File : — 

Present 

Sick  :— 

Present       •.. 

Absent        

Command       

Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing     . . 

Horses : — 

Present 

Sick         

Command       

Alterations  : — 
Men  : — 

Joined 

Dead 

Discharged 

Deserted      

Transferred         

Promoted 

Reduced      

Horses  : — 

Recruited 

Dead 


British. 


13 

8 

21 

54 

21 

75 

89 

38 

127 

490 

173 

663 

1,041 

198 

1,239 

839 

809 

648 

412 

450 

8G2 

24 


2,906 

92 
434 
869 

55 


1,089 

24 
79 
21 
87 


40,967 

1,625 
8,752 
2,648 
2,374 

7,780 
443 
345 


8 
29 

•  • 

11 
5 
6 
2 

119 
3 


Portuguese. 


1,309 

37 

175 

256 

2 


499 

10 

32 

53 

7 

19,869 

489 
4,590 
2,859 

839 

849 

99 

405 


27 
4 
5 


1 
1 


Total. 


28 


4,275 

129 

609 

625 

57 


1,588 

84 

111 

74 

44 


60,836 

2,114 

18,842 

5,007 

2,713 

8,629 
542 
750 


85 
83 
5 
13 
5 
7 
3 

119 
8 


Edward  Pakenham,  Adjutant-General. 
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Admiral  Lord  Keith  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Bordeaux,  16th  May,  1814. 
After  congratulating  your  Grace  most  sincerely  ujwn  your  late  advance- 
ment in  dignity,  and  also  upon  all  the  preceding  events  to  which  your 
Grace  has  so  largely  contributed,  I  beg  to  state  that  my  great  anxiety  to 
get  quit  of  Fasages,  in  addition  to  the  great  expense  of  shipping  there,  is 
that  Mr.  Arnold,  agent  for  the  Transport  Board,  informed  me  that  several 
attempts  had  been  made  to  set  the  ships  on  fire  by  throwing  combustibles 
from  the  windows  into  them.  In  so  confined  a  sixice  the  consequences 
would  be  dreadful. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  sincere  regard, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient,  most  obliged,  humble  scr\'ant^ 

Keith. 


Memorarnlum  respecting  tJie  Cavab-y, 

Horse  Guanls,  16th  May,  1814. 

A  question  having  arisen  as  to  the  amount  of  cavalry  force  proposed  to 
be  maintained  upon  a  peace  establishment,  it  becomes  necessary  to  give 
some  further  detailed  explanation  respecting  its  distribution. 

It  has  been  already  proposed  to  preserve  the  regiments  in  India  upon  the 
present  establishment  of  ^ve  squadrons  of  200  each  ;  that  the  Ist  Dragoon 
Guards  shall  be  five  squadrons  of  120  each,  of  which  num1)cr  20  men  in 
each  squadron  shall  be  dismounted ;  and  that  every  other  r^ment  of 
Dragoons  in  the  service  shall  consist  of  four  squadrons  of  the  same  number 
of  mounted  and  dismounted  men,  with  the  exception  of  the  Life  Guards,  in 
which  corps  it  is  not  proposed  to  have  any  dismounted  men.  The  following 
are  the  number  of  regiments  proposed  to  be  kept  up,  viz.  :•— 

2  Regiments  of  Life  Guards. 
1  Do.  Royal  Horse  Guards. 

7  Do.  Dragoon  Guards. 

4  Do.  Hussars. 

20  Do.  Dragoons. 

In  all   34  regiments  of  cavalry ;  and  the  following  will  be  their  distri- 
bution : — 

Men.  Horses. 

5  Regiments  in  India      . .         . .          . .        5000  5000 

1  Do.          Cape  of  Good  Hope     ..          480  400 

2  Do.          Canada 480  400 

10          Do.          Ireland 4800  4000 

No  question  can  be  entertained  as  to  the  propriety  of  those  17  regiments 
being  employed  in  the  above  manner,  and  it  is  to  be  explained  how  the 
remaining  17  regiments  arc  to  be  distributed  in  Great  Britain  : — 
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Rank  and  Flic.    Ilorsoa. 
2  Rcgimonii)  of  Life  GuarcU  to  bo  quartered 

in  Loudon  . .  . .  . .  . .  800  800 

1  Regiment    of   Royal    Horse    Guards    at 

Windsor 480  400 

1  Regiment   of  Dragoons  at  Hounslow»  to 

furnish  the  King's  escort,  &c 480  400 

1  Regiment  to  take  the  duty  along  the  whole 

coast  of  Kent,  from  Ramsgate  to  Rye . .  480  400 

1  Regiment  in  reserve  at  Canterbury,  and 

occasionally  to  take  the  coast  duty     . .  480  400 

1  Regiment  to  take  the  duty  of  the  whole 

coast  of  Sussex,  from  Rye  to  Havant  . .  480  400 

1  Regiment  to  take  the  duty  of  the  whole 
coast  of  Hants  and  Dorset,  from  Havaut 
to  Weymouth 480  400 

1  Regiment  from  Weymouth  to  the  Land's 
£nd,  including  Truro  and  the  mine 
duties  of  Cornwall         480  400 

1  Regiment  at  Exeter,  which  will  take  the 

duty  along  the   coast  of  the  Bristol 

Channel 480  400 

2  Regiments  to  toko  tlie  duties  of  Liverpool, 

ManchoHter,     Nottingham,     Lichfield, 

Birmingham,  and  Coventry      . .         . .  9G0  800 

2  Regiments  for  Newcastle,  York,  Hull, 
Huddcrsfield,  Leeds,  and  all  the  adja- 
cent coast  duties  . .         . .         . .  9G0  800 

2  Regiments  for  Ipswich,  Colchester,  and  the 
coast  duty  from  the  Thames  to  the 
Humber 960  800 

2  Regiments  for  the  duty  of  North  Britain . .  960  800 

18  8480  7200 

The  distribution  of  cavalry  duties  and  cantonments  will  thus  appear  to 
amount  to  one  regiment  more  than  is  provided  for  by  the  peace  establish- 
ment :  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  in  this  distribution  it  is  only  proix>s(id 
to  leave  two  regiments  in  reserve,  including  the  corps  at  Hounslow ;  a 
numl)cr  which  will  certainly  not  he  considered  an  unreasonable  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  force  so  widely  cantoned  all  over  the  country,  and  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  relieve  occasionally  from  duties  of  so  detailed,  and, 
consequently,  so  destructive  a  nature  to  the  discipline  of  the  troops.  The 
Blues  will,  however,  take  their  turn  as  usual  of  the  interior  duties,  and 
therefore  one  of  the  regiments  stated  to  be  required  in  reserve  will  bo  dis- 
pensed with  ;  leaving  the  distribution  of  cavalry  duties  to  correspond  with 
the  proix)sed  establishment  as  stated  in  the  margin  ;  and  which  is  certainly 
not  more  than  is  essentially  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  and 
the  internal  security  of  the  country.* 

In  considering  this  question  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  extensive 
lines  of  coast  in  this  country  require  a  greater  degree  of  vigilance  in  time 

Rank  and  File      Hones. 
*  15  Regiments  for  S.  Britain,  consisting  of         7040  6000 

2  Regiments  for  N.  Britain,  consisting  of  960  800 

8000  6800 
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of  peace  than  in  war,  in  proportion  to  the  increased  facilities  to  smuggling 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  diminution  of  naval  force  on  the  other ;  and  thus 
a  more  detached  distribution  of  cavalry  is  necessary  during  a  period  of 
I)eaoe.  It  may  also  be  observed  that  the  great  manufiusturing  towns,  as 
l^eing  more  populous  and  liable  to  tumult  during  a  peace,  require  the 
control  of  a  cavalry  force  to  a  greater  degree  than  in  war.  If  those  duties 
could,  in  any  case,  be  performed  with  equal  promptitude  and  effect  by 
infantry,  double  the  amount  of  the  latter  description  of  force  would  not 
suffice  to  accomplish  the  purposes  to  which  a  cavalry  force  is  applied ;  but 
for  the  prevention  of  smuggling  and  the  quelling  of  tumult  a  small  body 
of  cavalry  may  be  effectual  where  a  large  force  of  infantry  might  totally 
fail.  And  though  it  would  be  harassing  and  destructive  to  the  latter  arm 
to  be  applied  to  the  services  reserved  for  cavalr>',  yet  if  what  is  considered 
the  necessary  amount  of  the  latter  force  be  curtailed,  it  must  imavoidably 
lead  to  a  much  higher  establishment  of  infantry  than  is  proposed. 

Thus  it  will  appear  that  although  it  is  necessary  and  politic  to  keep  up  a 
force  of  cavalry  in  a  certain  projwrtion  to  the  aggregate  establishment  of 
our  army,  and  to  the  scale  which  is  usually  observed  in  other  nations 
between  this  and  other  branches  of  a  military  force,  yet  it  will  be  difficult 
to  point  out  a  superfluous  corps  in  the  proposed  jieace  establishment  of 
cavalry,  or  that  the  total  number  is  greater  than  what  the  duties  and 
security  of  the  country  call  for. 

In  this  arrangement  it  is  proposed  to  place  a  regiment  of  cavalry  iicr- 
manently  in  America,  which  has  never  been  the  case  hitherto ;  and  for 
which  it  is  not  intended  to  make  any  increase  to  the  establishment. 

In  this  calculation  of  cavalry  it  must  also  be  observed  that  no  allowance 
is  made  for  the  relief  of  the  regiments  in  India ;  and  in  the  case  of  the 
22nd,  24th,  and  25th  Dragoons,  which  have  been  in  that  country  for  twenty 
years,  such  relief  will,  on  many  accounts,  be  expedient  and  necessary. 

Fbeoebick. 


To  Major- Oen,  Sir  George  Murray.  [  764,  ] 

My  DEAK  Murray,  Rabastens.  17th  May.  1814. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  Suchet,  which  I  beg  you  to  peruse  and 
forward,  aflter  Burgh  will  have  taken  a  copy  of  it ;  two  from 
General  Clinton ;  and  one  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  which  you  will 
likewise  peruse,  and  beg  Burgh  to  forward  it  to  Paris  without 
loss  of  time. 

In  giving  the  orders  for  the  expedition  I  forgot  hospital 
stores  and  bedding,  which  I  beg  you  will  desire  Dr.  M'Grigor 
to  take  care  that  they  have ;  and  shoes  and  camp  equipage,  of 
which  they  ought  to  have  a  full  proportion.  I  spoke  both  to 
Fane  and  Pakenham  about  the  horses  for  the  14th  Light 
Dragoons,  but  I  believe  the  orders  for  the  drafts  ought  to  be 
given  immediately.     Burgh  will  find  in  the  letter  from  the 

VOL.  IX.  Qi 
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Duke  of  York  the  number  of  horses  stated  to  which  the  regi- 
ment is  to  be  completed.  I  think  it  is  640 ;  and  1  beg  that 
orders  may  be  ^ven  forthwith  that  they  may  be  completed  to 
that  number  of  serviceable  horses  from  the  12th,  ISth,  and  16th 
Light  Dragoons,  and  that  the  horses  may  be  forthwith  handed 
over  to  the  14th,  together  with  such  horse  appointments  from 
those  several  regiments  as  the  14th  may  require  to  complete 
that  number  of  horses. 

1  beg  you  to  write  to  Torrens  to  let  him  know  that  I  have 
^ven  these  directions  in  addition  to  those  I  have  communi- 
cated to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  omitted  to  mention  to  you  that  Wimpffen  wrote  to  General 
Freyre  to  inform  him  that  when  you  would  acquaint  him  with  the 
evacuation  of  Figueras  by  the  French,  you  would  send  him  a  route 
for  the  march  of  his,  Morillo's,  Don  Carlos's,  and  Mina's  troops 
into  the  Spanish  frontier ;  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  do  so. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 

Tho  force  ordered  to  embark  for  America  is  detailed  in  the  following  letters. 

The  Duke  of  York  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  WeUiriffton, 

Mt  Lord,  Horse  Gaards,  14th  April,  1814. 

His  Majesty's  government  having  decided  upon  sending  a  force  to 
America  whenever  circumstances  may  admit  of  its  being  spared  from  the 
army  under  your  Lordship's  command,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
Prince  Regent  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the  corps  stated  in  tho 
margin  *  being  selected  for  this  service. 

♦  Artillery: 

inies. 

Rank  and  File. 

•  •  •  •  • .  vibi/ 

•  •           » «           ..  uijO 
1000 

•  •          • •          • .  1000 

1000 

. •          • .          . •  1000 

•  •            . .            <  •  oOU 

1000 

1000 

•  >  •  •  •  •  t/v/U 

• «            • «            • •  oUU 

.  •            •  •           . .  ll/UU 

1000 

1000 

1000 

Infantry  18,400 


4  Companies. 

Cavalry : 

14th  Light  Dragoons 

Infantry  : 

3rd  Foot,  Ibt  Battalion 

5th 

Do. 

6th 

Do. 

9th 

Do. 

27th 

Do. 

28th 

Do. 

29tii 

Do. 

37th 

Do. 

39th 

Do. 

40th 

Do. 

44th 

Do. 

58th 

Do. 

81st 

Do. 

82ud 

Do. 
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It  is  intended  that,  besides  a  detachment  of  artillery  and  four  squadrons 
of  cavalry,  the  force  to  be  employed  upon  this  occasion  shall  consist  of 
12,000  infantry ;  and  I  may  conclude  that  the  aggregate  strength  of  the 
corps  may  amount  pretty  accurately  to  that  number.  In  case,  however, 
that  the  severity  of  service  which  the  troops  have  recently  imdergonc 
should  have  caused  an  inefficiency  in  numbers  since  the  last  returns,  which 
cannot  be  calculated  upon  here  with  any  accuracy,  your  Lordship  will  be 
pleased  to  select  any  other  corps  you  may  think  proper  to  make  up  the 
amount  of  the  force  required  by  government  for  the  service  of  America ; 
and  to  enable  your  Lordship  to  judge  accurately  on  this  subject,  I  transmit 
a  return  of  the  detachments  which  will  be  given  from  the  depots  in  this 
country  for  the  regiments  specified  in  the  margin.* 

A  sufficient  number  of  dismounted  men  will  be  embarked  from  hence  to 
complete  the  14th  Dragoons  to  four  squadrons  of  160  rank  and  file  each  ; 
and  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  complete  the  corps  to  that  strength 
by  the  transfer  of  the  required  number  of  horses  from  other  light  cavalry 
regiments. 

Your  Lordaliip  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  1st  battalions  of  the  27th 
and  58th  regiments  to  be  completed  to  1000  men  each,  from  the  2nd 
battalions  also  under  your  command.  The  29th  regiment  has  been  included 
in  the  annexed  list,  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  ordered  to  join  you 
from  Gibraltar;  but  should  it  not  arrive  before  these  arrangements  arc 
completed,  other  measures  will  be  taken  to  attach  that  corps  to  the  force 
destined  for  Americf^ 

In  the  communication  which  your  Lordship  will  receive  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject  of  this  expedition,  you  will  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  wishes  of  government  respecting  the  officer  who  should 
command  it ;  and  if  you  will  inform  me,  with  your  earliest  convenience, 
which  of  the  three  officers  named  by  Lord  Bathurst  will  accept  it,  I  shall 
take  the  necessary  measures  for  procuring  his  commission,  and  for  com- 
municating upon  other  military  details  regarding  his  command. 

In  the  meanwhile,  as  it  is  essential  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  the 
selection  of  the  General  Officers  and  Staff,  I  have  to  acquaint  your  Lord- 
ship that  the  Prince  Regent  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the  infantry 
being  formed  into  two  divisions  of  6000  men  each,  and  3  brigades  in  each 
division ;  and  the  following  are  the  officers  whom  it  is  pro|K>scd  to  attach 
to  those  respective  commands  : — 

To  Command  Dtviinons, 

Lientcnant-General  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
Major-General  Sir  George  Murray. 

To  Corrnnaiid  Brigades, 
Major-Gcneral  Kempt. 


» » 

*  > 

y  t 


Bobinson. 

Barnes. 

Pack. 

Ross. 

Power. 


*  14th  Light  Dragoons.  3rd  Foot,  5th,  6th,  9th,  28tb,  29th,  S7th,  89tU^ 
40th,  44th,  Slst,  82nd. 
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1  Deputy-Adjutant-Qcnoral. 

2  Assistants  Do. 
2  Doputy-ABsisttmts    Do. 

1  Deputy-Quartermastor-Generol. 

2  Assistants  Do. 
2  Deputy-Assistants    Do. 

1  Inspector  of  Hospitals. 

2  Deputy  Do. 
6  Staff-Surgeons. 

12  Hospital  Mates. 

1  Depnty-Commissary-General. 

2  Assistants  Do. 

4  Deputy- Assistants,  with  the  usual  proportion  of  Clerks. 

I  leave  it  to  your  Lordship  to  appoint  the  officers  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  General's  Departments,  either  according  to 
your  owu  selection,  or  in  communication  with  the  officer  going  in  command, 
as  you  may  think  proper ;  and  although  I  have  specified  a  certain  number 
of  officers  of  the  Commissariat  and  Medical  Departments  to  be  cmploycil, 
yet  I  request  your  Lordship  will  authorize  the  heads  of  those  departments, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Pay  Deimrtment  in  your  army,  to  make  such  other 
provision  for  this  service  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  in  proportion  to 
the  force  employed. 

I  have  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  order  a  Captain's  detachment 
of  the  Royal  Staff  Corps  to  be  attached  to  this  force,  and  you  will  probably 
receive  a  communication  from  the  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance  relative 
to  the  details  of  the  Artillery  and  Engineer  officers  to  be  employed  upon 
this  occasion. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  yours  sincerely, 

Fbederick,  Commander  in  Chief. 

P.S.  Since  writing  this  despatch  an  arrangement  appears  to  have  been 
made  for  stopping  the  29th  in  its  course  from  Gibraltar  and  sending  it  to 
Canada.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  select  a 
coqis  of  equal  strength  to  accompany  this  force  in  its  stead. 

[Enclosube,] 

Horse  Guards,  14th  April,  1814. 

Return  of  Detachments  which  will  be  ordered  to  join  the  undermentioned 

corps: — 

Bank  and  FUe. 

14th  Light  Dragoons 100 

3rd  Foot,  1st  Battalion  70 

..             ••  •.  .«  ^l/U 

. .             . .  .  •  . •  1 oU 

,,          ,.  ..  ..  J  o\) 

. .  • .  • .  o\) 

•  •  ..  ..  ..  JiKJyJ 

..  ..  •».  ••  J.UU 

100 

•  •  ..  ..  ••  J.u'' 

100 

100 


6th 

Do. 

Gth 

Do. 

9th 

Do. 

28th 

Do. 

87th 

Do. 

89th 

Do. 

40th 

Do. 

44th 

Do. 

Slst 

Do. 

82nd 

Do. 
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Colonel  TarrcTis  to  Field  MarsJial  the  Marquess  of  Wellington. 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Horse  Guards,  14tli  April,  1814. 

In  reference  to  the  Duke's  ofiBcial  letter  of  to-day,  His  Royal  Highness 
desires  me  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  the  event  of  the  General  officers  whom 
he  has  named  to  the  command  of  divisions  in  the  force  destined  to  America 
not  wishing  to  proceed  upon  that  service,  he  leaves  it  to  you  to  make  any 
other  appointments  you  may  think  proper.  His  Royal  Highness  would 
wish  to  have  Pakenham  employed  upon  this  service,  provided  an  acceptable 
command  could  be  procured  for  him.  But  as  there  was  a  difficulty  in 
naming  him  to  a  division.  His  Royal  Highness  thought  it  better  not  to 
mention  him  officially  at  all.  But  should  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Sir  (J. 
Murray  not  wish  to  proceed  upon  the  service  offered  to  them,  an  oppor- 
tmiity  will  in  that  case  offer  of  placing  Pakenham  in  the  command  of  a 
division. 

Should  any  of  the  Major-Generals  whom  His  Royal  Highness  has  named 
also  not  be  forthcoming.  His  Royal  Highness  requests  you  will  supply  the 
deficiency,  reporting  their  names  to  him. 

What  a  glorious  and  wonderful  termination  of  the  affairs  in  France  ! 
All  this  country  are  still  lost  in  astonishment  at  events  so  unlooked  for ; 
and  all  concur  in  attributing  the  change  which  is  so  likely  to  establish 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  world  to  the  able  and  distinguished  conduct 
which  has  marked  your  career  from  the  day  you  landed  in  Portugal. 

This  is  80  self-evident  that  no  one  will  accuse  me  of  flattery  in  declaring 
a  truth  so  universally  acknowledged. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord, 

Yours  most  faithfully  and  sincerely, 

H.  TORRENfcl. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Maraud  the  Duke  of  Wtllingion, 

My  Lord,  War  Department,  London,  18th  May,  1814. 

My  despatch  No.  27  conveyed  instructions  to  your  Grace  to  cause  a 
large  body  of  infantry  to  be  assembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bordeaux, 
and  to  bo  prepared  for  embarkation.  I  have  now  to  desire  that  your  Grace 
will  cause  four  of  the  strongest  battalions  of  this  infantry,  together  with 
one  company  of  artillery,  to  be  embarked  immediately  on  board  of  the  best 
coppered  transports,  and  to  sail  as  soon  as  sufficient  convoy  shall  have 
been  appointed  for  their  protection.  It  is  desired  that  one  Major-General 
should  accompany  this  division  of  troops,  and  you  will  furnish  the  Major- 
General  whom  you  may  select  for  the  service  with  sealed  instructions, 
which  are  not  to  be  opened  until  the  fleet  shall  have  got  out  of  the  Bay  of 
Biscay. 

One  week  after  the  sailing  of  this  first  division  of  troops,  your  Grace 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  a  second  division  to  put  to  sea,  likewise  under 
sealed  orders.  This  corps  is  to  be  comi^sed  as  the  first  of  four  battalions, 
(of  which  the  5th  battalion  of  the  60th  Regiment  should  Ih)  one)  and  a  coni- 
ixiny  of  artillery.  It  is  desired  that  Major-General  Kempt  should  Ihj 
placed  in  command  of  this  second  division. 
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A  brigade  of  field  artillery  and  a  reserve  of  musket  ammuDition  should 
accompany  each  division  of  troops. 

A  third  corps  is  to  be  embarked  exclusively  on  board  of  King's  ships, 
fitted  for  the  reception  of  troops.  It  is  to  consist  of  three  of  the  best  and 
most  experienced  regiments  amongst  those  which  your  Grace  had  been 
instructed  to  prepare  for  embarkation.  These  three  battalions,  together 
with  a  proportion  of  artillerymen,  sappers,  and  rocketmen,  are  to  be  placed 
under  the  command  of  either  Major-General  Barnes  or  Major-General 
Ross ;  they  are  to  be  embarked  as  soon  as  there  are  troop-ships  ready  for 
their  reception,  and  will  sail  as  the  others  under  sealed  orders. 

The  outline  of  the  sealed  instructions  with  which  the  General  officers 
commanding  are  to  be  furnished  severally  is  contained  in  the  accompanying 
memorandum,  marked  *'  most  secret.** 

It  is  desirable  that  the  expedition  No.  3  (commanded  by  Major-General 
Barnes  or  Major-Gcneral  Ross)  should  be  accompanied  by  a  transport  laden 
with  rockets,  by  four  light  field  pieces  and  two  howitzers,  a  proportion  of 
intrenching  tools,  and  a  large  reserve  of  musket  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Bathubst. 

P.S.  Your  Grace  will  bo  pleased  to  inform  me  as  soon  as  possible  what 
regiments  are  to  be  employed  upon  each  of  these  services,  in  order  that  the 
detachments  belonging  to  each,  and  now  in  England,  may  have  their 
directions  accordingly. 

[Enclosures.] 
I. 

Isi  Division. 

The  Major-General  in  command  of  this  division  will  receive  orders  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  troops  under  his  command  direct  to  Quebec,  and  there  place 
himself  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Grcneml  Sir  George  Prevost. 

2nd  Division, 
Major-General  Kempt  will  receive  similar  orders  in  every  respect 

Srd  Division, 

The  officer  in  command  of  this  division  will  receive  orders  to  join  the  fleet 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  employed  upon  tlie 
coasts  of  the  United  States.  A  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  company  of 
artillery  have  been  ordered  from  Gilmiltar  to  Bermuda,  which  the  Gh)ncral 
officer  proceeding  in  command  of  this  division  will  be  ordered  to  take  under 
his  command  on  his  arrival  at  Bermuda.  This  third  division  will  not  wait  for 
the  departure  of  the  two  other  divisions,  but  will  proceed  as  soon  as  the  troops 
can  be  embarked. 

II. 
H.  QotiJhum^  Esq,y  to  Lieut,- Oen.  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie. 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  19th  Mny,  1814. 

I  am  directed  by  Lord  Buthnrst  to  transmit  under  cover  to  your  Lordship  u 
despatch  addressed  to  the  officer  commanding  the  British  army  in  France, 
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under  the  impression  that  the  absence  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  of  Lord 
Hill  may  have  left  you  in  that  situation.  His  Lordship  is  extremely  anxious 
that  the  service  to  which  the  enclosed  despatch  relates  should  bo  executed 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  has  therefore  directed  me  to  request  that  in 
the  event  of  his  supposition  with  respect  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Lord 
Hill  bdng  correct,  yoa  will  immediately  take  measures  for  executing  tho 
orders  addicssod  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington ;  or  in  the  event  of  cither  of  them 
being  present  with  the  army,  that  you  would  forward  the  despatch  with  the 
greatest  poesible  expedition. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bo,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HCNBY  GoULBUlUf. 


III. 

LietU,'Oen,  the  Earl  of  DaViousie  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke 

of  WeUingion. 

Mr  Lord  Duke,  Bordeaux,  25th  May,  18 U. 

I  hasten  to  send  off  a  bag  of  despatches  just  received  by  packet  from 
Falmouth,  and  by  the  Whiting  schooner,  bringing  duplicates. 

I  shall  proceed  according  to  Lord  Batliurst's  instructions,  and  I  conclude  the 
three  divisions  will  have  sailed  by  the  time  specified,  **  a  week  hence.'* 

Upon  the  despatch  of  His  Boyal  Highness  I  do  not  venture  to  proceed,  but 
enclose  it  to  the  decision  of  your  Grace. 

I  should  think  myself  acting  uncandidly  if  I  did  not  say  to  your  Grace  that 
I  should  be  truly  sorry  that  the  duty  of  the  Court  Martial  fell  to  my  lot,  but 
farther  I  will  not  presume  to  say  a  word. 

The  despatch  of  His  Royal  Highness  in  reference  to  the  expedition  is  not 
important,  merely  stating  that  Lieutenant-General  Sir  H.  Clinton  will  not  Im 
ret^uired  in  the  arrangements  for  the  expedition,  and  pointing  out  General 
Robinson  as  desirous  of  serving  abroad.  He  is  not  yet  arrived  here  :  if  ho 
comes  in  time,  he  shall  go ;  if  not,  (General  Power. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Grace's  most  faithful  and  obedient, 

Daliiousie. 

IV. 

State  of  Diyisions  formed  in  consequence  of  Lord  Bathurst*8  Despatch 

dated  18th  May,  1814. 

Ist  Division, 

Major-Goncral  Robinson  or  Major-Gcncral  Power. 

drd  or  Buffi}           750 

otn             ..         ..                    .«         .•         ••  oUU 

27th            1000 

58th            . .          •  •                      • •          • •          • •  700 

3250 
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2nd  Ditnsion, 
Major-Gencral  K£Mpt. 


IHh 

•  • 

900 

37th 

•  t 

800 

44th 

•  • 

700 

60tb,  5th  BattAlion          

•  • 

350 

2750 

3rd  Division. 

Majcnr-Gkincral  Ross. 

4th 

•  • 

700 

8l8t 

■  • 

800 

85th 

•  • 

570 

2070 
Dalhou»i£. 

!Z%«  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  VxKOunt  Castlereagh, 

My  DKAB  Castlereaqh,  Fife  House,  19th  May,  1814. 

I  foresee  that  we  shall  have  most  serious  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  the 
article  relative  to  the  slave  trade  in  this  country,  and  I  am  sincerely  of 
opinion  that  the  French  government  have  taken  a  mistaken  view  of  their 
own  interest  on  this  question. 

If  they  were  prepared  to  say  that  they  had  no  intention  of  agreeing  to 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  considering  the  continuance  of  tliat  traffic 
as  indispensable  to  their  colonies,  their  policy  would  be  intelligible ;  but 
if  they  are  prepared,  as  appears  by  your  communication,  to  condemn  the 
principle  of  the  trade  and  to  stipulate  for  its  eventual  abolition,  I  am  con- 
vinced they  would  have  less  embarrassment  in  abolishing  it  inomcdiatcly 
than  at  the  end  of  three  or  five  years. 

I  wish  you  to  consider  that  the  slave  trade  has  now  been  abolished  with 
regard  to  their  colonics  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  as  well  as  with 
respect  to  our  own ;  that  the  immediate  abolition  would  be  only  a  con- 
tinuance, therefore,  of  a  system  which  now  exists,  and  to  which  for  a 
considerable  space  of  time  they  have  been  accustomed.  But  if  they  are  to 
suffer  the  slave  trade  to  revive  as  to  their  own  colonies— if  they  are  to 
permit  the  inhabitants  of  those  colonies  again  to  taste  of  the  advantages  of 
that  trade,  the  government  will  at  the  end  of  the  period  have  to  meet  it  as 
a  new  question ;  speculations  will  have  been  formed  which  will  bo  disaiv 
pointed;  new  capital  will  be  embarked  in  consequence  which  cannot  bo 
withdrawn  without  great  loss  and  inconvenience ;  and  they  will  have  all  tlie 
clamours  to  meet,  not  only  of  the  West  India  colonists,  but  of  the  merchants 
and  inhabitants  of  the  seaport  toiMis  who  may  embark  their  capital  in  the 
trade  to  Africa.  In  short,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  much  more  easy  and 
prudent  to  continue  the  abolition  than  to  revive  the  trade  and  abolish  it  a 
few  years  hence.  I  wish  you  would  bring  these  considerations  seriously 
under  the  view  of  the  government.  If  they  are  weighed  disi>assionately,  I 
am  satisfied  they  will  be  found  to  be  just. 
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I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  prejudice  which  exists  upon  this  subject  has 
been  hastily  imbibed,  and  that  if  the  French  government  would  avow  the 
principle  upon  which  they  are  disposed  to  act,  and  state  it  to  be  a  policy 
which  they  had  adopted  in  conjunctiou  with  Great  Britain,  Holland,  Den- 
mark, and  Sweden,  the  difficulties  which  they  suppose  they  would  have  to 
encounter  would  in  a  great  measure  vanish. 

Might  not  their  feelings  in  some  degree  be  reconciled  to  the  question  if 
it  were  made  a  part  of  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  that  we  should  restore 
the  colonies  to  Holland,  upon  the  condition  that  the  slave  trade  should  be 
abolished  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  tlic  same  manner  as  by  the  British 
and  French  governments  ? 

LlVElU»00L. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dear  CasTLEBEAQH,  Fife  House,  19th  May,  1814. 

In  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  some  time  ago,  I  directed  your  attention 
to  the  large  sum  of  money  duo  from  the  French  government  to  the  Britisli 
for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  of  war. 

You  are  of  course  aware  that  an  article  to  liquidate  these  debts  has 
usually  been  inserted  in  all  treaties  of  i)eace.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  the 
present  case  such  an  article  would  be  likely  to  give  us  the  money,  and 
certainly  could  not  give  it  without  material  pressiwe  and  inconvenience  to 
the  French  government.  It  occurred  to  me,  therefore,  that  there  miglit  be 
some  grace  in  abandoning  ^t,  and  that  the  honour  of  the  French  govern- 
ment might  perhai>s  be  saved  on  some  other  points  by  a  formal  relinquisli- 
ment  of  this  claim  in  an  article  of  the  treaty. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  feel  sincerely  desirous  to  see  the  credit  of  the 
French  government  upheld  as  far  as  we  can  contribute  to  it  without  tiie 
sacrifice  of  our  public  principles  or  of  our  essential  interests. 

Ton  will  see  that  we  have  lost  no  time  in  returning  an  answer  to  your 
despatch  by  Robinson.  I  trust  the  extravagant  pretensions  they  have 
brought  forward  on  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  can  raise  no  serious 
difficulty.  We  are  ready  to  place  them  in  this  resj'cct  where  they  were 
in  1792,  and  that  is  all  tbey  can  expect  from  us.  In  short,  we  demand 
nothing  which  is  of  any  value  to  them  except  the  Mauritius;  for  there  is 
not  a  Frenchman  in  the  island  of  Tobago,  and  the  only  value  of  St.  Lucie 
is  its  port,  which  they  do  not  want,  havinj;  a  much  bettiT  in  Martinique. 
Our  moderation  indeed  is  great  coniixired  with  that  of  any  of  our  Allies. 
This  consideration  cannot  too  often  be  brought  under  the  view  of  the  French 
government.  I  am  anxious  on  this  account,  I  confess,  for  the  signature  of 
the  peace,  as  I  am  confident  that  both  Great  Britain  and  France  will  be 
able  to  speak  with  much  more  authority  on  many  points  when  all  our 
respective  differences  are  adjusted. 

Liverpool. 
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s 

Address  from  the  Municipality  of  St,  Jean  de  Lttz  to  Field  Marshal  the 

Duke  of  Wellington, 

MONSEIGNEUB,  19  Mai,  1814. 

La  premiere  entree  de  Voire  Exoollcuce  dans  nos  murs  fut  un  jour  de 
gloire  pour  elle,  de  triomphe  xx)ur  le  gouvemement  Britannique,  d*anxi^t^ 
pour  nous,  mais  bientdt  nous  filmes  rassur^s  par  la  discipline  severe  de 
Tarm^.  Sou  chef  illustre  ne  tarda  pas  k  justifier  tout  ce  que  la  renomm^o 
se  plaisait  k  publier  de  sa  porsonne.  II  nous  montra  dans  la  distribution  de 
la  justice  I'impartialit^  la  plus  scrupuleuse,  dans  ses  rapports  avec  nous  la 
plus  attrayante  affability,  dans  la  grandeur  cette  simplicity  si  m^connue,  et 
qui  pourtant  en  est  le  vrai  caractere.  La  reunion  de  ces  hautes  qualit^s 
nous  inspira  les  sentimens  qu'elle  ne  manque  jamais  de  produire.  Nous 
avons  da  en  diff^rer  I'expression.  Aujourd'bui  nous  jouissons  de  la  mani- 
fester,  avec  la  France  enti^re,  dans  toute  I'cffusion  de  nos  coeurs. 

C'est  k  cette  ^poque  memorable  que  nous  avons  eu  le  bonbeur  de  pos- 
s^er  S.A.R.  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'AngoulSme,  dont  Yotre  Excellence  a  si 
puissamment  ooncouru  k  replacer  la  dynastic  sur  le  trone.  G'est  dans  notrc 
temple,  construit  11  y  a  plus  de  trois  sidles  par  les  Anglais,  c^^r^  par  le 
manage  de  Louis  XIY.,  que  ce  Prince,  apr^s  de  longs  malheurs,  a  rendu  au 
Tout-Puissant  les  premieres  actions  de  grftces  de  son  retour  dans  sa  patrie, 
sur  le  sol  de  Th^ritage  de  ses  p^res.  Ce  Prince  rivalisait  de  vertus  avec 
Yotre  Excellence.  Tant  et  de  si  pr^cieux  souvenirs  se  perp^tueront  dans 
la  post^ritd.  lis  se  oonfondront^  Monseigneur,  dans  notre  m^moirc  comme 
se  confondent  dans  nos  coeurs  avec  Tamour  pour  nos  augustes  Souverains, 
les  sentimens  de  reconnaissance,  de  respect,  et  de  v^n^ration  que  nous  avons 
vouds  k  Yotre  Excellence. 

Les  Mcmbres  de  l^dministration  Municipale 
et  les  Notables  de  la  Yille  de  St.  Jean 
dc  Luz  et  dc  Siboure. 

{Herefdnaw  the  signatures.) 


Major-Oen,  Sir  O.  Murray  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  qf  Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Toulouse,  19th  May,  1814. 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  17th  from  Rabastens,  and  the 
enclosures  for  Lord  Castlereagh  and  for  Marshal  Suchet  have  been  for- 
warded. 

Amongst  the  steps  taken  on  the  first  intimation  of  the  intended  expedi- 
tion, I  had  requested  Dr.  MacGrigor  to  arrange  a  supply  of  medical  stores 
for  it)  which  was  accordingly  ordered,  on  the  scale  of  twelve  months*  supply 
of  stores  for  16,000  men,  and  two  months'  supply  of  medicines  besides,  for 
the  voyage,  in  possession  of  each  battalion. 

Major-Gkneral  Fane  had  made  an  arrangement  for  completing  the  14th 
Light  Dragoons  with  horses  and  equipments  from  the  two  regiments  of 
German  Light  Dragoons,  but  they  have  been  now  ordered  to  be  completed 
from  the  12th,  13th,  and  16th  regiments,  which  alteration  can  be  made 
without  any  difficulty. 
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The  expedition  will  be  supplied  with  all  articles  of  field  equii  ment,  as  I 
directed  the  Commissary-General  on  the  4th  of  May  to  order  round  into 
the  G«ronne  a  sufficiency  for  12,000  men.  There  were  then  but  600 
tents  in  store,  but  they  can  have  in  addition  some  of  the  best  of  those  now 
in  use. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  yours, 

G.  Murray. 


Sir  C.  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Paris,  19th  May,  1814. 

Nothing  of  moment  has  occurred  at  Paris  since  I  had  the  honour  of 
writing.  The  Commission  which  is  to  approve  the  Constitution  has  lately 
been  the  principal  object  of  consideration.  The  Crown,  the  Senate,  and 
the  Corps  L^gislatif  will,  it  is  determined,  each  name  three  persons.  The 
former  has  chosen  the  Chancelier,  Garde  des  Sceanx,  M.  d' Anibray,  the  Abb^ 
Montesquieu,  and  Ferrand  the  historian.  The  election  of  the  remaining 
six  can  only  take  place  after  the  convocation  of  the  Senate  and  the  Corps 
L^gislatif,  which  is  fixed  for  the  Slst  May. 

The  irritation  of  the  army  has,  I  fear,  not  been  adverted  to  by  tlie 
French  Princes,  who  desire  to  retain  the  great  military  offices  they  held 
before  the  Revolution.  In  distributing  the  rank  of  Colonel-General  of  the 
different  arms  among  the  numerous  individuals  of  the  Royal  Family, 
the  Generals  Grouchy,  Belliard,  and  Nansouty  have  been  deprived  of 
situations  which  did  not  exist  in  1792,  for  which  they  have  been  offered 
inspectorships  as  an  indenmity.  General  Grouchy,  whose  differences  with 
Napoleon  had  placed  him  very  high  in  the  public  esteem,  after  consulting 
Belliard,  has,  I  understand,  sent  in  the  resignation  of  their  different 
appointments.   General  Nansouty  is  absent,  but  will  probably  do  the  same. 

The  pretension  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  to  improve  the  frontier  of  Germany 
on  the  Upper  Rhine  by  the  acquisition  of  a  part  of  Alsace,  and  at  least  the 
demolition  of  Landau  and  Huningen,  at  the  price  of  giving  up  Luxem- 
bourg and  part  of  Hainault  or  Flanders,  has  been  the  subject  of  a  great 
outcry  among  the  partisans  of  the  House  of  Orange. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  sincerely  yours, 

Charles  Stuart. 


Tfie  Ilmiourahle  R,  Gordon  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  19th  May,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  several 
despatches  up  to  the  14th  instant,  the  contents  of  which  have  been  duly 
communicated  to  the  French  government  and  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

Your  Lordship  will  see,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I 
addressed  on  the  10th  instant  to  M.  Ic  Comte  dc  la  Forest,  that  your 
orders  expressed  to  me  in  yours  marked  No.  4,  with  regard  to  the  repro- 
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«entation  to  be  made  upon  the  subject  of  captures  by  American  privateers, 
have  been  anticipated. 

Although  I  have  as  yet  received  no  official  answer  to  the  enclosed,  I  have 
learnt,  in  an  interview  which  I  demanded  of  Comte  do  la  Forest,  upon  the 
receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  to  mo,  that  the  French  government  is 
disposed  to  acknowledge  the  illegality  of  the  condemnation  by  a  French 
tribunal  of  such  captures  as  may  have  been  made  by  American  vessels 
upon  British  property  subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the  convention  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  also  of  the  arming  and  equipment  of  Ame- 
rican privateers  in  the  different  ports  of  France  for  the  express  purpose  of 
molesting  the  trade  of  Great  Britain. 

Comte  de  la  Forest  farther  promised  that,  previous  to  the  resigning  of 
his  office,  he  would  urge  the  Prince  of  B^u^vent  to  take  the  whole  subject 
into  consideration ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  His  Highness  will 
arrange  with  Viscount  Castlereagh  the  measures  which  they  may  both 
judge  it  most  necessary  to  have  carried  into  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

R.  Gordon. 

[Enclosure.] 
Hie  IIo7iourahle  B,  Gordon  to  the  Comte  de  la  Forest, 

Sir,  Paris,  10th  May,  1814. 

It  is  with  considerable  regret  that  I  have  again  to  address  myself  to  your 
Excellency  upon  the  subject  of  prizes  made  by  the  American  privateer  Prince 
of  Neufcftatelt  which,  from  the  ready  asylum  found  in  the  ports  of  Franco,  and 
from  the  permiasiou  granted  to  such  vessels  by  the  French  government  there 
to  unload,  condemn,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  their  prizes,  has  been  materially 
assisted  in  her  depredations  upon  British  property.  I  am  induced  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  Excellency  now  the  more  forcibly  to  the  question,  from  the 
hopes  which  you  allowed  me  to  entertain  at  a  former  period  that  certain 
measures  had  then  been  taken  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  these  depreda- 
tions, arising  out  of  the  spirit  of  accord  and  amity  which  so  happily  influences 
the  governments  of  England  and  France. 

I  have  before  stated  to  your  Excellency  that  several  British  vessels  have 
been  captured  by  the  Prince  of  Neufchatd  and  carried  into  Havre  de  Grace. 
Among  the  last  coses  of  this  description  which  have  come  under  the  know- 
ledge of  the  British  government  are  those  of  the  London  packet,  the  Famley^ 
a  vessel  with  government  stores,  and  a  Dutch  and  a  Swedish  vessel  under  the 
British  flag. 

I  trust  the  French  government  will  not  hesitate,  even  imder  its  existhig 
relations  with  that  of  the  United  States,  to  acknowledge  the  right  of  reclama- 
tion on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  upon  this  point ;  for  supposing  that  for  a 
limited  period  after  the  signing  of  the  convention  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  it  be  lawful  for  French  vessels  to  make  prizes  and  condemn  tliem  in 
French  ports,  it  does  not  appear  that  America  is  entitled  by  the  law  of  luitions 
to  the  some  privilege,  since  she  has  not  been  the  ally  of  France  in  tlie  war 
against  Great  Britain. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  definitive  arrangements  of  peace  are  not  yet  estu- 
bllshed ;  but  u  line  of  conduct  has  uevcrtheluss  been  iuvuriubly  adopted  suicu 
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the  signing  of  tlie  conventions  between  the  two  nations,  which  appears  to  liavo 
been  influenced  in  no  nmnnt^  by  a  diAti notion  made  between  tin:  two  jn'riods. 
Sliould  tho  ports  of  Franco  continue  to  aflord  an  lutylum  to  which  American 
privateers  may  safely  bring  their  prizes  to  be  condemned  and  sold.  Great 
Britain,  by  raising  tho  blockade  of  these  ports,  wiU  appear  to  have  weakened 
her  means  of  opposition  to  such  hostile  depredation,  and  consequently  to  have 
exposed  her  merchant  trade  to  increased  dangers  and  loss.  Confident  that 
this  can  never  enter  into  tho  views  of  H.C.M.  the  King  of  France,  I  have 
to  request  your  ExceUency,  in  the  name  of  tlie  British  government,  to 
take  such  measures  as  may  not  only  load  to  the  restitution  of  the  vessels  in 
question,  but  that  immediate  orders  may  be  given  to  the  authorities  in  tho 
several  ports  of  France  not  to  admit  American  privateers  to  bring  in  such 
prizes  as  they  may  make  hereafter,  and  to  order  out  tlioso  already  there  as 
soon  as  the  legitimate  causes  of  their  entry  shall  have  ceased,  without  per- 
mitting any  of  their  prizes  to  bo  unladen,  condemned,  sold,  or  otherwise 
dispose<l  of. 

I  am  induced  to  hope,  from  the  conversation  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
hold  with  your  Excellency  in  confidence  upon  this  subject,  that  I  shall  shortly 
liave  tho  satisfaction  to  acquaint  my  government  of  the  most  eflicient  8U.'p8 
having  been  taken  in  consequence  of  the  representation  wliich  J  have  now  the 
honour  officially  to  lay  before  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  truth. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

R.  Gordon. 


To  Major- Q en.  Sir  George  Murray,  [  7Gf). 

My  dear  Murray,  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  20th  May,  1814,  7  a.m. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Lord  Keith.  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
you  if  you  will  consult  the  Commissary-General,  commanding 
officer  of  artillery,  and  Dr.  M'Grigor,  regarding  his  Lord- 
ship's proposition  respecting  tlie  ships,  and  signify  to  his  Lord- 
ship my  consent  to  what  he  proposes  as  far  as  those  authorities 
concur. 

In  regard  to  the  Spanish  clothing,  tell  the  Commissary- 
General  that  I  beg  the  whole  may  be  landed  at  Pasages,  and 
that  he  will  send  me  an  account  by  the  first  messenger  of  what 
clothing  this  is,  when  it  arrived,  &c.,  &c. 

I  am  just  setting  off. 

^  Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 
I  answer  that  p«nrt  of  Lord  Keith's  letter  regarding  messes. 
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[Enclosurks.] 

I. 

Admiral  lA)rd  Keith  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  Lord  Duke,  Bordeaax,  ICth  May,  1814. 

Having  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant,  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  preparation  and  departure  of  the  men-of-war  and 
transports  intended  to  receive  the  troops  destined  to  act  in  America,  as 
well  as  for  that  of  making  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  the  remainder 
of  the  army  to  England  as  soon  as  orders  to  that  efifect  arrive,  I  was  in 
hopes  that  I  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  your  Grace  here 
and  communicating  with  you  in  person  on  these  important  ohjects ;  but  as 
I  understand  from  Lieutenant-General  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  that  other 
avocations  have  not  permitted  you  to  visit  Bordeaux,  I  have  availed 
myself  of  his  offer  to  send  this  letter  by  express,  in  the  hope  of  its  meeting 
your  Grace  at  Bayonne. 

Everything  is  in  a  forward  state  of  preparation  for  the  American  expe- 
dition so  far  as  depends  upon  the  means  to  be  provided  by  me,  and  I  have 
reason  to  expect  the  arrival  of  other  men-of-war  and  transports  from 
England  every  moment. 

Whenever  orders  arrive  for  the  remainder  of  the  army  to  return  to 
England,  I  propose  that  the  baggage  and  sick  should  be  embarked  here, 
and  the  troops  at  Pouillac,  if  your  Grace  approves  of  it ;  and  as  there  are 
several  empty  vessels  already  in  the  river,  as  well  as  men-of-war  con- 
tinually passing  and  repassing,  that  are  capable  of  containing  many  of  the 
articles  that  will  hereafter  require  to  be  removed,  it  would  be  desirable,  if 
possible,  that  these  opportunities  should  not  be  lost. 

In  case  that  part  of  the  army  to  return  to  England  is  to  be  embarked  in 
the  Gironde,  it  will  be  important  to  remove  everything  from  Pasages 
without  loss  of  time ;  and  as  it  appears  by  the  last  retoms  from  the  agent 
for  transports  there  that  there  is  in  that  port  the  number  of  transports 
described  in  the  margin,*  I  propose  to  your  Grace  that  the  ships  with 
ordnance  stores  which  you  may  be  of  opinion  are  not  likely  to  be  wanted, 
as  well  as  all  other  vessels  not  required  for  the  army,  should  be  sent  to 
England  under  convoy  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  the  other  vessels 
having  on  board  bread,  forage,  and  other  articles  that  may  be  useful  here, 
should  be  removed  to  this  river  in  like  manner.  And  I  beg  particularly 
to  draw  your  Grace's  attention  to  the  eleven  vessels  said  to  have  on  board 
clothing  for  the  Spanish  army. 

It  will  also  be  desirable  to  break  up  the  different  establishments  at 

No.  ofVosfiels. 

♦  Ordnance  stores 46 

Bread 27 

Cora      6 

Hay       12 

Hospital  ships     2 

Purveyor's  stores        1 

Moveable  hospitals 2 

Spanish  clothing        11 
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Santander  in  like  maimer,  and  to  concentrate  everything  as  much  as 
possible. 

1  am  not  without  apprehension  that  difliculty  will  arise  with  regard  to 
the  reception  on  board  King's  ships  of  the  field  officers  who  are  destined 
to  act  in  America ;  for  by  a  regulation  between  the  Treasury  and  Board 
of  Admiralty,  dated  17th  January,  1812,  an  extract  of  which  I  enclose,  all 
officers  of  the  army  below  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General  are  either  to  provide 
their  own  mess,  or  to  arrange  for  the  expense  thereof  with  the  officers  of 
the  ship  to  whose  mess  they  may  be  admitted.  Officers  of  the  army  not 
having  the  rank  of  field  officers  will  of  course  arrange  in  either  of  these 
ways  that  may  be  most  agreeable  to  themselves ;  but  in  case  the  field 
officers  are  ordered  to  be  received  and  entertained  at  the  tables  of  the 
captains  of  the  men-of-war,  the  latter  will  be  disinclined  to  allow  them  to 
arrange  for  the  expense  of  their  mess ;  and  your  Grace  will  obser\'e  that 
I  am  strictly  forbidden  to  make  any  deviation  from  the  rule  laid  down. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  propose,  with  a  view  of  obviating  every  diffi- 
culty, that  your  Grace  should  request  me,  in  writing,  to  order  the  field 
officers  to  be  received  and  accommodated  by  the  captains  ;  and  if  you  con- 
sent to  this  proposal,  and  will,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiarity  of  the 
service,  join  with  me  in  a  letter  upon  the  subject  to  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, I  will  take  upon  myself  to  give  the  necessary  orders,  and  an 
assurance  to  the  captains  that  a  reasonable  remuneration  will  bo  made  to 
them  at  the  public  expense. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Keith. 

II. 

Extract  of  an  Additional  Instruciuyn  relating  to  His  Majesty's  Service  at 

Sea.    Printed  in  1813. 

**  Whereas  we  have  by  our  Secretary's  minute,  dated  the  17th  January, 
1812,  which  has  received  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
directed  that  the  undermentioned  allowances,  and  none  other,  shall  be 
made  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels 
for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  passage  of  civil  or  military  officers  of  high 
rank  on  the  public  service :     .     .     .     . 

*'  In  such  of  His  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  as  are  fitted  for  the  con- 
veyance of  troops,  and  in  any  other  of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  in  which 
troops  may  be  embarked  with  their  officers,  the  passage  only  of  officers  of, 
or  above,  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General  shall  be  paid  for ;  all  other  officers 
of  the  army  shall  either  provide  their  own  mess,  or  arrange  for  the  expense 
thereof  with  the  officers  of  the  ship  to  whose  mess  they  may  be  admitted. 

"  These  rules  will  be  most  rigidly  adhered  to,  and  if  any  officer  shall 
act  inconsistently  with  them,  ho  must  himself  be  liable  for  every  expense 
incurred." 
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Viscotmt  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  dear  IjOrd  Bathurst,  Paris,  20th  May,  1814. 

I  forward  the  letters  enclosed  just  received  from  Lord  Wellington. 
Unless  you  have  some  particular  motive  for  pressing  it,  I  am  disposed  to 
think  it,  under  all  circumstances,  unadvisable  to  move  the  infantry  through 
France.  The  length  of  the  march  and  the  consequent  delay  are  objections, 
and  as  the  necessity  is  not  so  apparent  with  respect  to  the  infantry  as  the 
cavalry,  it  might  create  observation ;  the  protracted  presence  of  foreign 
trooi>8  being  a  topic  amongst  the  discontented. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours,  &c., 

Castlerkaoh. 

I  shall  not  make  the  application  for  the  infantry  unless  I  hear  from  you 
again. 


Tlic  Prince  de  Bcneoeni  to  Field  Marskid  tJui  Duke  of  Wellingion, 

My  T^RD,  Paris,  Ic  20  Mai,  1814. 

J'ai  re9U  la  note  et  les  divers  documents  que  V.E.  m'a  fait  ITionneur  de 
m'adresser  hier  relativement  h  Tintroduction  dans  les  ports  de  France  ct  k 
la  condamnation  de  plusieurs  prises  faites  \yax  les  Am(^ricains  sur  les  sujets 
Britanniques. 

Sa  Majesty  s'^tait  occup^  de  bonne  heure  de  la  position  de  neutrality  oh 
la  France  allait  incessamment  se  trouver  replace  entre  la  Grande  Bretagne 
et  les  Etats-Unis.  Ayant  k  tracer  aus  officiers  r^sidant  dans  ses  ports  les 
r^lements  qu*ils  ont  k  suivre  envers  les  puissances  bellig^rantes,  elle  a 
cherch^  k  s*arreter  aux  principes  qu*une  longue  exi)^rience  avait  consacres 
ct  qui  lui  paraissaient  les  plus  propres,  soit  k  emp^her  que  ses  sujets  ne 
prissent  part  aux  hostilit^s,  soit  k  concilier  le  systeme  d'impartialit^  qu*clle 
doit  suivre  envers  les  bellig^rans  avec  les  devoirs  de  Thumanit^,  avec  ses 
sentiments  d'amiti^  envers  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  et  de  justice  envers  le 
gouvemeraent  Am6ricain ;  enfin,  avec  le  d^sir  de  leur  dpargner  mutuelle- 
ment,  autant  qu'il  est  en  elle,  les  maux  de  la  guerre. 

Les  premieres  dispositions  prises  dans  cette  vue  par  Sa  Majesty  sont  que 
pendant  toute  la  dur^e  de  la  guerre  entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  les  Etats- 
Unis  aucun  batiment  ne  puisse  dtre  arm^  dans  les  ports  du  royaume  pour 
le  compte  des  puissances  bellig^rantes  ;  qu'aucun  sujet  de  Sa  Majesty  ne 
puisse  prendre  int^ret  dans  leurs  armemeuts ;  qu'il  ne  soit  jx^rmis  de  com- 
mettre  aucune  hostility,  soit  dans  les  ports  du  royaume,  soit  k  vue  de  ses 
cdtes,  et  dans  T^tendue  de  sa  juridiction  territoriale ;  que  la  vente  de  toutcs 
les  prises  conduites  dans  ses  ports  soit  provisoirement  suspendue. 

Des  ordrcs  conformes  k  ces  dispositions  ont  ^t<S  exp<^i<Ss  dans  les  diffi^rents 
ports.  Sa  Majesty  n'a  voulu  mettre  aucun  d^ai  k  faire  connaitre,  sur  des 
questions  si  importantes,  les  principes  de  moderation  et  dVquit^  qui  diri- 
geront  constammcnt  sa  politique  envers  les  puissances  bellig^rantes. 

Ces  mesures  seraient  n^anmoins  iucomplettes,  et  ne  s'appliqueraicnt  point 
k  tons  les  cas,  s'il  ne  leur  dtait  pas  doun^  quelquos  d(^veloppemcnts  dans 
Tex^ution.    II  est  arrive  dans  cette  guerre,  comme  dans  toutes  les  guerres 
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ant^rieures,  que  quelques  annements  ne  pouvant  retoiimer  directemcnt  avec 
leurs  prises  dans  les  ports  d'exp^tlition,  soit  par  cause  de  temp^te  ou  d'avarie, 
soit  pour  ^chapper  h  d'autres  dangers  imminents,  ^taient  dans  le  cas  do 
gagner  un  port  neutre  et  de  s*y  trouver  rctenus  plus  ou  moins  de  temps. 
L*humanit^  ne  laisse,  k  leur  ^gard,  qu'une  conduite  h  suivre,  et  la  mOme 
hospitality  doit  etre  ^galement  ofiferte  k  Tun  et  k  Tautro  bellig^rant ;  mais 
il  fallait  aussi  s*assurcr  qu'k  T^poque  o^  leurs  Mtiments  pourraient  re- 
prendre  la  mer,  ils  observeraient  les  uus  en  vers  les  autres  les  principes  de  la 
neutralite',  dans  un  temps  et  dans  des  limites  d^termin^es.  L'abri  qu'ils 
re9oivent  ne  doit  pas  leur  laisser  la  facility  de  se  tcndre  un  pi^e.  De  sages 
r^lements  y  avaient  ix)urvu  h  divci*8C8  ^[X)ques,  et  Sa  Majesty  croit  pnident 
d'ordonner  qu*aucun  armement  des  puissances  bellig^rantes.  ne  puisse 
sortir  des  ports  du  royaume,  ou  diverses  circonstaiices  Taurait  conduit, 
qu'apr^  s'etre  engag^  k  ne  point  attaquer  les  Mtiments  qu*on  aurait  d^jk 
signalds,  ou  qui  seraient  en  vue,  ou  qui  ne  seraient  sortis  des  m6mes  ports 
que  dans  les  24  heures. 

A  la  question  des  armements  se  trouve  ^troitement  li^e  celle  des  prises, 
que  Sa  Majestd  a  ^galemcnt  jug^  digne  d*mie  haute  attention.  Quelques 
principes  g^n^ralement  reconnus,  et  qu'on  pent  rcgarder  aujourd'hui  comme 
la  base  du  droit  commun,  se  trouvent  heureuscment  ^tablis  k  cet  ^gard, 
L'examen  des  affaires  de  prises  a  toujours  relevd  des  tribunaux  et  des  auto- 
rit^  du  capteur,  sauf  quelques  circonstances  d'exception  telle  que  celle  oil 
il  y  aurait  eu  de  sa  part  violation  de  neutralit<5.  Hors  de  c-es  cas,  les  auto- 
ritds  du  port  neutre  odl  une  prise  a  did  conduite  ne  peuvent  ni  connaitre  de 
sa  validity  ni  en  disposer.  Cette  maxime,  constamment  suivie  en  Franco, 
entre  ^galement  dans  les  intdrdts  des  belligdrans,  et  tout  le  systcme  de  la 
course  tomberait  si  les  prises  pouvaient  6tre  jug^es  ou  attaqudes  par  uno 
autorit^  ^trangere. 

L*une  des  consequences  de  cette  r^gle  et  Pun  des  devoirs  et  des  princii)es 
de  la  neutrality  sont,  lorsqu'une  prise  a  4t4  conduite  dans  un  jwrt  neutre, 
qu'il  ne  soit  mis  aucun  obstacle  a  son  libre  envoi  dans  les  lieux  indiquds 
par  les  commissions  d'armement. 

Mais  lorsqu*il  y  a  avarie  dans  les  marchandises  capturdes,  ou  danger  im- 
minent, soit  de  les  garder  a  bord,  soit  de  les  remettre  sous  voile,  il  a  tou- 
jours 6t6  g^n^ralement  admis  d'en  pcrmettre  le  ddl>arquement  en  entrepot, 
jusqu'au  moment  oh.  elles  peuvent  6tre  envoydes  a  leur  destination.  Si  la 
puissance  neutre  n*est  point  appel^e  h,  discuter  et  h,  fixer  entre  les  belli- 
g^rants  le  droit  de  propridtd,  du  moins  le  droit  d'occuimtion  se  trouve  confid 
k  sa  sauve-garde,  et  son  but  doit  6tre  que  la  position  du  capteur  et  celle 
du  capturd  restent  les  mdmes  jusqu'a  ce  que  les  autoritds  compdtentes  aient 
prononc^. 

Celle  de  ces  autoritds  h  laquelle  appartiennent  Padministration  et  Tin- 
Btruction  des  prises  est  le  consul  du  capteur,  et  tant  qu'il  se  renferme  dans 
les  limites  de  cette  attribution,  qui  lui  est  gdndralement  accordde,  il  ne  pent 
pas  fitre  mis  obstacle  k  Pexercice  de  ses  fonctions.  N6anmoin8,  commo 
son  opinion  dans  les  procddures  de  prises  n'a  point  le  caract^re  d'ime  deci- 
sion definitive,  les  mesures  qui  peuvent  en  rdsulter  ni  doivent  iias  Tavoir 
d'avantage,  et  les  intdrets  de  chaque  partie  doivent  6tre  conservds  intacte, 
ou  converte  d'une  garantie  sufiisaute,  jusqu*au  moment  oil  un  veritable  juge- 
ment  sera  intervenu.    C'est  sans  doute  en  co  sens  que  V.E.  a  demand^ 

VOL.  IX.  H 
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que  ddsonnais  auoune  prise  ne  fat  condamn^e  dans  les  ports  de  France  oh 
on  I'aurait  conduite. 

Dans  cette  situation  provisoire,  et  tant  que  le  consul  du  capteur  est  diargd 
de  radministration  des  prises,  il  pent  sans  doute,  d'apr^  les  r^lements  ct 
les  usages  g^n^ralement  admis,  faire  effectuer  des  ventes  partielles,  soit  pour 
assurer  I'entretien  de  T^uipage  quand  tout  autre  moyen  est  ^puis^,  soit  en 
casd'avarie,  et  sous  caution  ;  mais  Sa  Majesty,  ddf^rant  auxd^irs  de  S.M.B., 
veut  bien  n^admettre  que  ces  deux  cas  d*exception,  et  elle  consent  qu*^ 
I'avenir  auoune  autre  vente  de  prises  conduites  dans  les  ports  du  royaum 
n'y  soit  efifectude.  Les  capteurs  priv^s  de  cet  avantage  ne  pourront  cepen- 
dant  pas  dtre  contraints  d*emmener  leurs  prises  dans  un  d^lai  ddtermin^,  ct 
malgr^  rimminenoe  des  perils.  Mais  pour  s'assurer  que  la  vente  n*aura  pas 
lieu,  il  est  r^serv^  de  tenir  ccs  prises  en  cntrep6t  dans  les  ports  oh  elles 
auront  4t4  conduites,  jusqu*au  moment  oh  les  capteurs  pourront  les  faire 
remettre  en  mer. 

Sa  Majesty  ne  se  disfimulc  pas  que  les  principaux  avantages  des  disposi- 
tions auxquelles  elle  a  cm  devoir  s*arrdter  appartiendront  h  I'Angleterre ; 
mais  ayant  k  s^attacher  aux  principcs  d'une  exacte  impartiality,  elle  a  cherch^ 
les  moyens  qui  pouvaient  le  mieux  s*adapter  h  son  dc^sir  de  ne  pas  porter 
nne  nouvelle  irritation  dans  une  guerre  qui  survit  malheureusement  li  la 
pacification  de  I'Europe.  Sa  Majesty  enfin  se  persuade  que  les  Etats-Unis, 
en  remarquant  le  d^vantage  qui  pent  r^ulter  pour  eux  de  Tapplication  de 
ces  mesures,  ne  le  croiront  pas  moins  justes  dans  leur  principe,  et  n'attri- 
bueront  cette  indgalit^  de  r^sultats  qu'k  la  diffi^rence  des  positions  gdogra- 
phiques. 

V.E.  permettra  que  cette  r^ponse  k  la  note  qu'ellc  m'a  fait  Thonneur  de 
m'adresser  hier  s'applique  (%alcment  k  cellc  de  M.  Gordon  du  10  de  ce  mois. 

Je  prie  V.B.*d'agr^er,  etc.,  etc. 


Major-Oen,  Sir  0,  Murray  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  DEAB  Lobd,  Toulouse,  20th  May,  1814. 

The  oflScer  who  went  yesterday  with  your  Grace's  letter  to  Marshal 
Suchet  returned  this  evening  with  the  enclosed  answer.  He  brought  me 
a  message  from  Marshal  Suchet  to  open  the  letter,  which  I  had  proposed  at 
all  events,  indeed,  to  have  taken  the  liberty  of  doing. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  jo\xts, 

G.  Murray. 

[Enclosure.] 

Marshal  Suchet  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Au  Quai-tier  G^eral  de  Carcassonne,  le 
Monsieur  le  MARtcuAL,  20  Mai,  1814. 

Je  viens  de  recevoir  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'e'erire  le 
17  de  ce  mois.  J'ai  pr^venu  les  d^sirs  de  Votre  Excellence.  J'ai  rdpondu  au 
G^nc^l  Gopons,  et  j*ai  ordonn^  que  toutes  les  difficultds  Aissent  levies.  Lo 
General  Robert  doit  aniver  le  22  k  ViUafranca.   J*ai  present  aux  gouvemeurs 
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des  autres  places  do  remplir  strictcment  lea  clauses  de  noire  traits.  J'aurai 
rhonnear  de  voua  dire  k  cet  ^ard.  Monsieur  le  Due,  quo  le  Ge'ndral  Robert 
ayait  raison  dans  sea  pretentions,  et  qu'il  n*exigeoit  rien  que  ce  qui  est  trac^ 
dans  la  convention  fbite  le  19  Avril  entre  vous  et  moi.  II  est  textuellement 
exprim^  que  la  gamison  de  Tortose  doit  so  rendre  k  Perpignan  par  la  grande 
route,  et  M.  le  O^dral  Copons  voulait  qu'elle  passat  par  les  montagnes  dans 
des  chemins  impraticables  aux  voitures.  Le  Gi^n^ral  Robert  invoquait  encore 
oette  convention  au  si^et  des  moye  ns  de  transport.  M.  le  G^n^ral  Copons 
Gxigeait  qu'ils  fiissent  pojia ;  les  difficult^  venaient  done  toutes  de  ce  dernier. 
Afin  de  lever  cet  obstacle  et  tons  les  autres,  j'ai  envoy^en  Catalogue  le  General 
de  Division  Gojnte  \al4e,  commissionn^  par  le  Roi  pour  la  remise  des  places ;  je 
lui  ai  donn^  des  ordrcs  pour  &ire  cesser  toute  contestation,  et  je  suis  assure  que 
rien  ne  s'opposem  plus  k  ce  que  cetto  operation  ne  se  termine  promptement. 
tTesp^re  mSme  sous  tr^  peu  do  jours  informer  M.  le  General  Murray  de  la 
remise  du  fort  San  Fernando  de  Figui^res,  et  de  la  rcntr^e  en  France  de  cette 
gamison. 

J*ai  Fbonneur  d'etre,  Monsieur  le  Due, 

De  Yotre  Excellence  le  tr^s  humble  serviteur, 

SucnET, 


The  Bight  Eon,  Sir  Henry  WeUedey  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of 

Wellington, 

Mt  dear  AbthUB,  Madrid,  20th  May,  1814. 

This  morning  I  received  your  letter  from  Toulouse  of  the  14th, 
announcing  your  return  to  that  plaoe,  and  your  intention  of  coming  to 
Madrid.  The  mules  are  posted  as  you  desire.  O'Lawlor,  who  will  set  out 
to  meet  you  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning,  will  tell  you  everything 
about  your  house,  &c.  I  informed  the  King  this  morning  that  you  were  to 
arrive  on  the  23rd,  and  he  seemed  highly  pleased. 

You  will  find  Madrid  perfectly  quiet ;  more  so  than  I  have  ever  seen 
Madrid,  or  any  other  place  in  Spain.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  you  are 
coming,  in  order  that  these  people  (I  mean  the  King  and  his  friends)  may 
profit  of  any  advice  j^ou  may  have  to  give  them,  which  they  certainly  stand 
in  great  need  of.  I  hope  the  messenger  delivered  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
15th,  which  would  have  apprised  you  of  the  state  of  affairs  up  to  that 
period,  since  which  there  has  been  no  alteration  whatever. 

The  Conde  de  la  Bisbal  arrived  this  morning,  and  says  that  in  the 
country  through  which  he  has  passed  there  is  not  an  individual  who  is  not 
delighted  at  the  King's  proclamation.  At  Cadiz  there  has  not  been  any 
resistance,  and  the  command  has  been  quietly  resigned  into  the  hands  of 
Villa  Vicencio. 

Still,  however,  I  dread  the  diflBculties  which  the  King  will  have  to 
encounter,  and  I  see  no  one  about  him  capable  of  meeting  them. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

H.  Wbllbsley. 

I  hope  that  Pole  will  come,  everything  here  being  perfectly  quiet. 
I  have  just  been  informed  from  the  Palace  that  you  are  to  bo  receiv«l 
with  the  same  honours  as  the  King,  and  that  the  Prince  of  Peace's  house. 
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near  the  Palace,  is  prepared  for  you.  I  am  sorry  the  house  is  so  far  from 
mine.  Pray  send  back  the  courier  immediately,  in  order  that  I  may  know 
about  what  time  you  will  be  near  Madrid  on  the  23rd,  as  I  shall  go  out  to 
meet  you. 

0*Lawlor  goes  to  meet  you  to-day. 


[  7GG.]  To  the  Bight  Jlon.  Sir  Henry  Welledey. 

My  dear  Henry,  Babon,  22nd  May.  1814,  i  past  9  p.m. 

I  received  about  an  hour  ago  on  the  road  your  letter  of  the 
20th,  and  1  hope  that  you  will  have  received  mine  of  yesterday 
from  Mondragon  in  time  not  to  come  out  to  meet  me  to-morrow. 

I  could  not  arrive  at  Madrid  till  very  late  to-morrow  night ; 
and  I  propose,  therefore,  to  sleep  to-morrow  either  at  Buytrago, 
Cavanillas,  or  St.  Augustin,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Madrid  early  on 
the  24th. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  find  out  whether  it  is  the 
Eling's  wish  that  I  should  go  to  him  first,  or  first  to  the  house 
which  I  am  to  occupy,  as  I  must  be  prepared  accordingly ;  also 
whether  he  has  abolished  the  Order  of  San  Fernando  as  well  as 
other  decrees  of  the  Cortes. 

I  don't  know  whether  Pole  is  coming  or  not.  I  believe 
Sydenham  is,  but  he  will  not  be  at  Madrid  till  the  26th.  I 
believe  Pole  is  with  him,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  him  since  he 
left  Paris  the  day  after  me.     He  passed  by  Bordeaux. 

I  have  with  me  Alava,  Lord  FitzRoy,  and  Lord  Apsley. 

As  I  am  to  be  so  far  from  you,  pray  have  a  carriage  got  for 
me,  and  some  servants. 

Ever  yours,  my  dear  Henry,  most  affectionately, 

Wellington. 

I  believe  I  forgot  to  tell  you  I  was  made  a  Duke. 


Sir  C.  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Lobd,  Paris,  22nd  May,  1814. 

No  material  event  has  taken  place  since  I  wrote  last. 

The  Allied  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the  Guards  and  the  garrison  of 
Paris,  have  hegun  to  move  towards  the  frontier.  The  vexations  which 
have  been  complained  of  daring  their  stay  have  been  trifling,  compared 
with  the  enormous  requisitions  exacted  to  facilitate  their  departure.    The 
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prefects  of  several  departments  have  even  come  to  Paris  for  the  express 
purpose  of  representing  the  extreme  difficulty  of  facing  such  demands. 

I  find  that  not  only  the  commissioners  on  the  i>art  of  the  Crown  who 
are  to  revise  and  examine  the  Constitution,  but  that  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  Legislative  body  selected  for  that  purpose,  are  to  be  chosen  by 
the  King. 

The  Constitutionalists  gain  strength  by  the  delay  of  a  definitive  arrange- 
ment, or  at  least  they  speak  their  sentiments  with  a  freedom  I  did  not 
observe  at  the  period  of  my  arrival  in  Paris. 

M.  d'Argenson,  who  was  appointed  last  week  to  a  prefecture  on  the  part 
of  the  King,  refused  the  office,  alleging  that  his  nomination  could  not  be 
valid  until  the  King  had  accepted  and  sworn  to  maintain  the  Constitution 
which  shall  be  determined  on. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  your  faithful  and  obliged, 

Chables  Stuart. 


MaJoT'Oen,  Sir  G.  Murray  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  DEAB  Lobd,  Toulouse,  23itl  May,  1814. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  from  St.  Jean  de  Luz  this  morning. 
The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  one  which  I  have  since  written  to  Lord  Keith, 
and  send  open  to  Lord  Dalhousie. 

I  send  also  a  letter  I  have  had  to-day  from  Lord  Dalhousie,  chiefly  on 
account  of  what  it  contains  about  the  battalions  of  militia,  which  docs  not 
agree  with  what  your  Grace  mentioned  to  me  respecting  the  period  of  their 
embarkation.  However,  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  a  matter  of  much  con- 
sequence. 

I  sent  your  Grace  a  few  days  ago  Marshal  Suchet*8  answer  to  your  letter 
of  the  17th  from  Rabastens.  He  stated  his  having  sent  General  Val^c  into 
Catalonia  to  do  away  all  difficulties  respecting  the  evacuation  of  the  for- 
tresses, and  that  ho  reckoned  upon  the  garrison  of  Tortosa  being  at  Villa- 
franca  on  the  22nd.  I  think  this  will  bring  it  to  the  last  days  of  May 
before  I  can  have  an  intimation  of  the  giving  up  of  Figueira. 

There  is  no  answer  yet  from  the  Minister  at  War  to  the  communications 
forwarded  to  Paris  on  the  15th  instant  about  the  march  of  the  cavalry. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  yours, 

G.  MUBRAT. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Waller  reports  that  the  French  garrison  of  Santona 
embarked  on  the  15th,  and  sailed  the  day  foUowiug. 

G.  M. 

[Enclobdbe.] 
Major-Oen.  Sir  G,  Murray  to  Admiral  Lord  Viscount  Keith, 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Toulouse,  23i'<l  May,  1814. 

I  received  yeiterday  afternoon  the  letter  which  your  Lordship  was  so  good 
as  to  write  to  me  on  the  20th  instant,  but  I  deferred  domg  myself  the  honour 
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to  acknowledge  it  until  this  morning,  in  the  expectation  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  might  probably  transmit  mo  some  instructions  from  St.  Jean  do 
Luz,  which  I  have  just  now  received. 

The  Duke  has  enclosed  to  me  your  Lordship's  letter  to  his  Grace  of  tlio 
16th  instant. 

In  compliance  with  your  Lordship's  desire,  the  Commissary-General  has 
been  directed  to  have  the  eleven  vessels  lying  at  Pasages,  with  Spanish 
clothing  on  board,  immediately  unloaded,  that  these  vessels  may  become  dis- 
posable. The  Oommissary-General  has  already  made  arrangements  for  sending 
away  also  all  the  supplies  that  can  as  yet  be  spared,  and  I  find  that  he  has 
addressed  an  application  to  Admiral  Penrose  for  the  ships  with  these  supplies 
being  sent  to  England. 

Directions  will  be  given  for  the  removal  of  everything  from  Santander  and 
Bilbao,  with  the  exception  of  the  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage  which  are 
in  depdts  on  shore  in  Uiose  places. 

There  are  at  Santander  four  or  five  ordnance  transports,  which  may  also  be 
sent  to  England  whenever  your  Lordship  may  think  proper. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  artillery  has  received  instructions  to 
expedite*  as  much  as  possible,  the  embarkation,  on  board  of  the  ordnance 
tnmsports  at  Pasages,  of  the  battering  train,  and  the  other  artillery  which  is  to 
be  put  on  board  there ;  as  also  of  the  dep6ts  of  ammunition  and  stores  which 
are  in  the  vicinity  of  Pasages,  at  Socoa,  or  upon  the  banks  of  the  Adour.  It 
is  proposed  that  these  latter  should  be  sent  to  Pasages  in  small  craft,  or  on 
board  of  such  vessels  as  may  happen  to  be  already  in  the  river  Adour. 

There  will  be  no  inconvenience  in  your  Lordship's  sending  away  the 
ordnance  transports  from  the  harbour  of  Pasages  to  England,  in  proportion 
as  their  loading  is  completed ;  it  being  understood,  of  course,  that  the  selec- 
tion of  the  ordnance  equipments  destined  to  accompany  the  expedition  to 
America  has  been  previously  completed. 

In  regard  to  the  Medical  Department,  I  have  to  observe  to  your  Lordship 
that  the  situation  of  our  principal  hospitals  at  Orthez,  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bayonne,  St  Jean  do  Luz,  Fuenterrabia,  and  Pasages,  renders  it  in  some 
degree  a  matter  of  necessity  that  the  embarkation  of  the  sick  should  take 
place  in  the  port  most  contiguous  to  those  places. 

It  would  have  been  convenient  if  the  sick  and  wounded  from  Orthez  and 
Bayonne  (about  800)  could  have  had  water  conveyance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Adour ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  and  risks  which  are  represented 
as  attending  the  use  of  that  place  of  embarkation,  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  the  removal  of  these  men  by  land-carriage  from  Bayonne  to  St.  Jean 
do  Luz. 

The  Inspector  of  Hospitals  has  received  instructions  respecting  the  allot- 
ment of  a  proportion  of  stores  of  his  department  for  the  American  expedition, 
which  will  bo  accompanied  by  some  of  tl^e  portable  hospitals.  He  will  make 
an  allotment  to  go  home  in  each  of  the  ships  employed  in  the  conveyance  of 
sick  and  wounded  to  England ;  and  whatever  vessels  remain  after  those  allot* 
ments,  with  stores  of  the  Medical  Department  on  board,  will  be  disposable  to 
be 'sent  away  whenever  your  Lordship  directs. 

In  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Lord  Dalhousie  on  the  18th  instant,  I  stated 
that  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  Ist  and  5th  divisions  of  the  army,  and 
a  few  other  battalions  of  infantry,  near  Bayonne  and  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  should 
be  embarked  somewhere  in  that  neighbourhood.  Your  Lordship  will  best 
judge  whether  the  ports  of  St.  Sebastian*  Pasages,  or  Fuenterrabia  would 
answer,  however,  for  that  purpose. 

By  embarking  the  troops  at  those  places  wo  should  be  able  to  send  away 
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from  thence  all  their  Spanish  and  Portuguese  followers,  and  all  the  attirail 
which  accmnnlates  about  an  army  upon  service,  and  which  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  separate  from  the  troops  until  they  reached  Bordeaux,  in  case  they 
proceed  by  buid  to  that  place.  I  may  further  add  that  there  will  be  a  great 
facility  in  supplying  these  troops,  till  the  moment  of  their  embarkation,  where 
they  now  are,  from  the  depots  wliich  already  exist  upon  that  part  of  the  coast ; 
whereas,  if  they  are  to  march  to  Bordeaux,  the  supplies  must  be  purchased  in 

the  country. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

G.  Murray. 


Major^Oen,  Sir  Q,  Murray  to  Field  Marslial  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Toulouse,  24th  Alay,  1814. 

I  CDcloie  a  copy  of  the  communication  I  have  received  to-day  from  the 
French  Minister  at  War  in  answer  to  your  Grace's  letter  to  him  of  the 
14th  instant.  A  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  have  written  to  General  Diipout 
in  reply  is  also  enclosed.  I  shall  send  copies  of  these  papers  likewise  to 
Lord  Dalhonsie. 

Although  the  delays  in  Catalonia  have  retarded  a  little  the  general 
movement  of  the  infantry,  I  thought  it  unnecessary  to  put  off  any  longer  the 
sending  away  the  artillery.  Tho  guns  and  carriages  of  the  two  troops  of 
horse  artillery  in  this  neighbourhood  are  embarking  therefore  to  go  down 
the  river  to  Bordeaux,  and  orders  have  been  given  for  the  movement  of  the 
other  brigades  of  artillery  also  towards  the  coast. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  yours, 

G.  Murray. 

The  French  Minister  at  War  does  not  apjxjar  to  make  use  of  the  words 
division  and  column  in  the  same  manner  we  usually  do,  nor  to  make  use  of 
them  in  the  same  sense  throughout. 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 
Hie  Ministre  de  la  Guerre  to  Major- 0 en.  Sir  G,  Murray, 

Paris,  le  20  Mai,  1814. 

(j^^ral  Lord  Wellington  m'adressd,  en  date  du  14  Mai,  copie  dcs  itincraires 
propose  pour  la  marche  des  deux  eolonnes  de  cavalerie  Anglaise,  qu'il  desire 
faire  duiger  siu*  Mantes,  pour  allcr  de  Ik  s'embarquer  sur  les  c6tes  de  la 
Manche. 

Le  Koiayant  approuvdce  mouvement,  jo  m'cmpresso  de  vous  en  pre'venir.  Jo 
donne  des  ordres  sur  les  deux  routes  que  ecs  eolonnes  doivent  suivre,  afin 
qa'on  prepare  les  vivrea  et  les  moyens  de  transport  necessaires. 

Je  n'ai  fait  aucun  changement  aux  itincraires  proposes  {>ar  Lord  Wellington, 
si  ce  n'est  de  substituer  li  quelqucs  lieux  do  logemeut,  ou  il  ne  se  trouve  ni 
manulention  ni  approvisionucmeus»  les  vcritables  gites  d'etape  ^tablia  eux  l:^ 
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mSmes  directions,  et  dans  lesqncls  il  existo  des  ressonrccs  pour  les  besoins  des 
troupes  en  marchc.    Jo  vous  cnvoie  les  deux  itincraires  oinsi  rcctiJQes. 

Quant  k  r^poque  du  de'part,  je  pcnso  qu'elle  pent  ctro  fixee  au  1  Juin ;  d'ici- 
Ik  mes  ordres  seront  parvenus  sur  tons  les  points,  et  Ton  aura  pu  prendre  des 
mesures  prdparatoires.  Mais  il  est  un  objet  sur  Icquel  jo  dois  appeler  Fatten- 
tion  de  Yotre  Excellence,  c'est  la  n^cessite  de  ne  pas  faire  marcher  cliaquo 
division  en  une  seule  colonno. 

Lord  Wellington,  dans  la  lettre  qu'il  m*a  fait  I'honncur  de  m'adrosscr,  a  pros- 
Bcnti  lui-mdme  que  cotte  force  de  5000  k  6000  chevaux  pouvait  etre  trop  consi- 
derable ;  on  effet,  comme  ces  divisions  ont  k  traverser  des  pays  fatigues  par  le 
B^jour  prolong^  d'un  grand  nombre  de  troupes,  et  particuli5rement  des  chevaux, 
il  serait  n^essaire  que  chaque  division  march&t  en  quatre  colonnes  succoasives 
k  24  heures  de  distance  Tune  do  I'autre.  Ainsi  le  depart  de  chaque  division 
pourrait  s'effectuor  en  quatre  portions  k  pen  pr^  d'^gale  force,  les  I,  2,  3,  et  4 
Juin.  Par  cette  disposition  on  pr^viendra  Tencombrement ;  les  nioyens  de 
transport  seront  plus  facilement  assures,  ainsi  que  la  distribution  de  vivres  et 
de  fourrages.  Je  prie  Votro  Excellence  de  vouloir  bien  donner  ses  ordres  on 
cons^uence. 

J'expddie  ce  soir  tous  mes  ordres  et  avis  sur  les  deux  routes.  J'engage 
Votre  Excellence  k  faire  pr^^ler  chaque  colonno  d*un  oflScier  ou  comnussaire 
qui  vienne  i  I'avance  dans  chaque  lieu  de  logemens  militaires  annoncer  sa 
force,  etconcerteraveo  les  autorites  locales  toutes  les  mesures  relatives  au 
logemcnt;  aux  subsistances,  et  aux  transports.  Pour  &ci]iter  d'autant  plus  tous 
ces  details  de  service,  je  pense  qu'il  sera  utile,  et  Votre  Excellence  le  jugera 
sans  doute  convenable,  de  faire  marcher  un  commissaire  ou  officier  Fran9ais 
avec  chaque  colonne.  Dans  ce  cas,  Oen^l,  je  vous  engage  k  demander  k 
M.  le  ^loxechal  Suchet  lo  nombro  d'officiers  ou  commissaircs  Fran9ai8es  neces- 
sairos. 

Je  recommande  aux  gendraux  commandant  les  divisions  militaires  que 
doivent  parcourir  les  divisions  Anglaises  de  veiller  pendant  leur  passage  h,  ce 
que  rien  n*alt^  I'barmonio  et  la  bonne  intelligence  quo  doivent  rdgner  entro 
les  troupes  des  deux  nations. 

Veuillez  agrder^  G^Di^mi,  I'expression  des  sentimens  de  ma  haute  considera- 
tion. 

Le  Comte  Dui*ont. 


IL 

ItiN^BAiBE  quo  suivra  la  Division  de  Droite  de  Cavalerie  Anglaise,  marchant 
en  quatre  colonnes  succcssives,  k  24  hcurcs  de  distance  Tunc  de  Tautre, 
savoir : — 

Chevaux. 

La  brigade  de  hussards 2000 

Cavalerie  de  la  maison  du  Boi       1400 

La  brigade  commandde  par  le  Miy'or-Gdhdral 

Ponsonby       1400 

La  brigade  commandde  par  le  Major-Gdndral 

Fane       900 

Chevaux  du  train 800 

6000 
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leGolonne.        2eGolonQe.       SeColonne.     ioGbI(nme. 

GrisolleB 1  Juin  2  Juin  3  Juin  4  Join 

Montaubon     ....     2  3  4  5 

Cauflsade 3  4  5  6 

Cahors 4    •  5  6  7 

B^jour  k  Cahors     . .     5  6  7  8 

FreBsibet 6  7  8  9 

Souillao 7  8  9  10 

Brives      8  9  10  11 

S^jourkBriveH      ..9  10            .11  12 

Uzerche 10  11  12  13 

PieireBuffi^e       ..11  12  13  14 

Limogee 12  13  14  15 

S^jour  k  Limoges  ..   13  14  15  16 

Bessines 14  15  16  17 

SiBenoit       ....  15  16  17  18 

Argenton        ....  16  17  18  19 

Chftteaurouz  ....  17  18  19  20 

S^ourkChfttcaarouxlS  19  20  21 

Yatan      19  20  21  22 

Vieizon 20  21  22  23 

Salbris 21  22  23  24 

La  Fert^  Sennetorro  22  23  24  25 

Orleans 23  24  25  26 

S^jour  k  Orl&ms    ..  24  25  26  27 

Artenay 25  26  27  28 

Angerville      ....  26  27  28  29 

Etampes 27  28  29  30 

S^jourkEtampcB  ..  28  29  30  1    Juillet. 

St.  Amoolt     ..      ..  29  30  IJuillot      2 

Montfort 30  IJuillet      2  3 

Mantes IJuillet     2  3  4 

Oh  elles  reoeyront  do  nouTcaux  ordrcs. 


III. 

Itiki^baibe  quo  suivra  la  Division  do  Gauche  dc  la  Cavalcrie  Anglaise 
marchant  en  quatro  colonncs  successiycSy  k  24  hcurcs  dc  distance  Tun  do 
I'autre,  savoir : — 

Chevauz. 
La  brigade  commandde  par  le  Colonel  Arentschildt  ..  1100 
La  brigade  oommand^e  par  lo  G^ndral  Yandeleur      . .  1500 
La  brigade  de  cavalerie  de  la  L^on  Hanovrienne    . .     900 
Cheyaux  du  train     2000 


5500 
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leCoIonneb      2e0olomic.     SeColoime.       46Colonnc 

St.  Andrd IJuin         2  Juin         3  Juin         4  Juin 

Monlieu      2  3  4  5 

Barbezieux        ....     3  4  5  G 

Angoalcmo        ....     4  5  6  7 

S^jour 5  S  7  8 

Mansle       6  7  8  9 

Ruffec 7  8  9  10 

Couh^ 8  9  10  11 

Poitiers      9  10  11  12 

B^joup 10  11  12  13 

Gh&teUerault     ....  11  12  13  14 

St.  Maure 12  13  14  15 

Tours 13  14  15  16 

S^jour 14  15  16  17 

Ghftteauregnault      ..15  16  17  18 

Venddme 16  17  18  19 

Cloye 17  18  19  20 

Bonneval 18  19  20  21 

Chartres     19  20  21  22 

S^joor 20  21  22  23 

Epemon     21  22  23  24 

Houdan      22  23  24  25 

Mantes       23  24  25  26 

OU  ces  colonneB  receyront  de  nouveaul  ordres. 


IV* 
Major' Oen,  Sir  G,  Murray  to  the  Ministre  de  ta  Guerre* 

M.  LE  OoMTE)  Toulouse,  le  24  Mai,  1814. 

.  J*ai  re9a  ce  matin  la  lottre  que  Votre  Excellence  m'a  (ait  llionneur  de 
m'adresaer  de  Paris  le  20  Mai,  avec  les  itin^raires  pour  la  marche  de  la  ca- 
yalerie  Anglaise ;  et  les  ordres  seront  donn^  en  cons^uenco  pour  ce  mouve* 
ment. 

La  division  de  droite  marchera  conime  Votre  Excellence  le  ddsire  on  quatfe 
colonnes  qui  partiront  le  1,  2»  3i  et  4  de  Juin^  en  suivant  exactement  ritin<> 
raire  d^sign^  par  Votre  Excellence.  D'apr^  cet  arrangement  deux  do  ces 
colonnes  se  tronteront  r^unies  dans  le  m6me  endroit  chaque  fois  qu'il  y  aura 
Un  jour  de  repos ;  mais  si  Votre  Excellence  trouve  que  cette  reunion  pourroit 
ocoasionner  aucun  inconvenient,  je  la  prie  de  vouloir  bien  m'en  faire  avertir, 
ot  on  y  rem^era  en  mcttant  un  jour  d*intervalle  entre  le  de'part  de  chaque 
colonne. 

II  n'est  pas  possible  k  pr&ent  de  fixer  d'une  maniere  si  positive  les  mouVe* 
ments  do  la  division  de  gauche.  Le  d^lai  survenu  dans  r^vacuation  des  places 
de  la  Catalogue  a  dd  retarder  un  pen  le  depart  des  troupes  qui  doivent  rentror 
en  Espagne,  ce  qui  a  empdch^  le  mouvement  g^n^ral  do  Tarm^  vers  la  cote  ; 
et  comme  ^la  division  de  gauche  do  la  cavalerie  doit  dtre  accompagn^e  par  la 
plus  grande  partie  des  chevaux  du  train,  ces  chevaux  ne  seront  disponiblcs 
pour  commencer  leur  marche  que  lorsqu'ils  auront  d^pos^  le  materiel  de  I'ar- 
tiUerie  dans  les  environs  des  lieux  d'embarquement. 

On  prendia  des  mesures  cependant»  autant  que  les  ciroonstances  les  permet- 
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trout,  pour  emp^her  tout  d^lai  dans  lea  mouyementB  de  la  division  de  gauche. 
Gette  division  marchera  auasi  en  quatre  colonncs,  en  suivant  exactemcnt  pour 
lee  stapes  auasi  I'itineraire  fix^  par  Voire  Excelloncc,  ot  j'aurai  Thonneiu*  do 
prevenir  Voire  Excellence  du  jour  de  depart  de  chaquo  colonne  de  ceito  divi- 
sion aussiiot  qu'il  pourra  ^iro  fixe'  d^finitivement. 

J'anrai  soin,  d'apr^  les  insiruciions  du  Duo  de  Wellington,  de  faire  pr^^er 
chaque  division  par  un  officier  de  r^tat-major,  accompagnd  d'un  offlcicr  du 
d^Murtement  des  vivres,  pour  se  concerter  avec  les  autorit^  locales  sur  ious  les 
objets  indiqu^  dans  la  leitre  de  Voire  Excellence ;  et  j'aurai  llionneur  do 
m'adresser  imm^diaiement  k  Monsieur  le  Marshal  Suchei,  pour  le  prier  do 
Youloir  bien  faire  marcher  un  commissaire  ou  officier  Fran^ais  aveo  chaque 
colonne,  comme  Voire  Excellence  I'a  propose. 

Monsieur  le  Mar^chal  me  fera  sans  doute  savoir  si  je  dois  communiqucr  di- 
rectement  aveo  le  G^ndral  Decaen  pour  ce  qui  concemo  les  commissairos  ou 
offlciers  Fran9ais  qui  marcheroni  avcc  la  colonne  de  la  division  de  gauche. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  le  maintien  de  Tharmonie  ct  de  la  bonne  inielligenco 
qui  doit  r^ner  enire  les  troupes  des  deux  nations,  Voire  Excellence  peui 
compter  parfaitement  sur  les  bonnes  dispositions  de  tons  les  officiers  de  Tarmc^ 
Anglaise  h  cet  ^gard. 

J'ai  Thonnour  d'etre.  Monsieur  le  Oomte, 

Voire  ires  olxSssani  Bervitour^ 

G.  MuaBAY« 


2%€  Commieaionersfor  Prize  Money  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  cf 

Wellington, 

My  Lobd,  Bordeaux,  24th  ^iay,  1814. 

We  have  the  honoar  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Grace's  letter 
of  the  14th  inst.  appointing  us  Commissioners  in  concert  with  the  Com- 
missary-General to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  enemy's  property  captured 
by  the  army  under  your  Grace's  command,  and  we  beg  to  assure  your 
Grace  that  we  shall  lose  no  time  in  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  execute 
this  trust. 

We  have  also  received  and  perused  with  great  attention  the  copy  of 
your  Grace's  letter  to  the  Commissary-General,  and  the  copy  of  the  letter 
from  your  Grace  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Due  d'Angoul^me. 

We  transmitted  the  latter  document  to  Mr.  Commissary  Ogilvie,  and 
on  the  authority  thereof  he  has  reported  to  the  pr^fet  of  this  department 
that  he  was  ready  to  deliver  up  the  tobacco,  salt,  and  colonial  produce  of 
every  description  in  the  magazines  at  Bordeaux  on  i>ayment  of  the  duties 
recently  laid  on  these  articles  by  the  French  government,  or  uix)n  security 
for  the  payment  of  them. 

We  have  called  on  the  Commissaries  at  Bordeaux  and  Langon  for 
returns  and  certificates  of  the  quantity  and  species  of  the  enemy's  stores 
taken  possession  of  by  them  respectively,  and  we  shall  forward  these 
documents  to  the  Commissary-General  to  enable  him  to  prepare  for  your 
Grace  the  return  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  obedience  to  yomr  Lordship's  orders,  founded  on  the  opinion  of  the 
King*s  Advocate,  w^c  observe  that  we  are  to  consider  as  booty  to  the  army 
only :  first,  the  enemy's  magazines  \  secondly,  the  duties  levied  or  payable 
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to  the  enemy's  government  on  goods  kept  in  magazine  as  security  for  these 
duties ;  thirdly,  ships  belonging  to  the  French  government,  whether  afloat 
or  on  the  stocks,  it  being  understood  that  the  former  were  captured; 
fourthly,  ships  of  war  or  private  ships  belonging  to  individuals  of  a  nation 
at  war  with  any  of  the  Allies  with  the  merchandise  on  board. 

We  shall  not  fail  to  attend  to  that  part  of  your  Grace's  orders  which 
directs  tis  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  ships  captured  before  and 
after  the  period  at  which  the  squadron  entered  the  Gironde,  and  we  shall 
report  to  your  Grace  any  difficulties  which  we  may  experience  in  the 
execution  of  the  instructions  with  which  your  Grace  has  honoured  us. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

My  Lord, 
Your  Grace's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

J.  Ogilvie. 

N.  EoKEBfiLEY. 


Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  DKAB  Lord,  Paris,  26th  May,  1814. 

The  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Court  during  the  last 
week  are  not,  I  think,  calculated  to  maintain  the  opinion  which  the 
moderation  and  prudence  manifested  by  the  King  during  the  first  days  of 
his  residence  here  had  acquired. 

Though  the  King  appointed  the  deputies  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Corps 
L^gislatif  who  are  to  compose  the  Commission  for  examining  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  kept  his  intentions  a  profound  secret  even  from  his  ministers  until 
the  day  that  the  nomination  was  published.  He  then  increased  the  number 
to  nine  from  each  body,  thus  making  the  whole  Commission  twenty-one  ; 
and  among  the  persons  selected  he  included  several  (among  others  Boissy 
d'Anglas)  whose  sentiments  upon  the  question  they  have  to  consider  are 
well  known  to  be  adverse  to  the  Court. 

They  met  for  the  first  time  on  the  22nd,  when  it  appeared  that  the  very 
groundwork  of  the  Constitution  is  yet  unformed,  since  the  discussion  of 
the  principles  upon  which  it  is  to  be  drawn  up  lasted  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  session.  A  proposition  from  the  Abbd  de  Montesquieu  that 
the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Corps  L^gislatif  shall  not  be  vested  in 
their  constituents,  but  that  it  shall  be  left  to  the  Crown,  has  been  rejected 
by  the  Commission  with  some  alarm  and  ill-humour,  which  was  not 
diminished  by  a  subsequent  attempt  from  the  same  source  to  acquire  the 
initicUif  des  loix,  by  which  the  proposition  of  every  law  which  can  be  the 
subject  of  discussion  or  can  be  voted  in  the  Senate  and  Legislative  Body 
must  emanate  from  the  Crown. 

The  Crown  has  lost  popularity  by  these  failures  ;  and  the  Commission 
has  likewise  lost  so  much  valuable  time  in  the  discussions  to  which  they 
have  given  rise,  that  it  is  very  probable  nothing  will  be  finally  determined 
before  the  31st,  when  the  Senate  and  the  Corps  L^gislatif  are  to  assemble, 
and  consequently  the  government  will  be  exposed  to  the  very  inconvenience 
which  the  apix>intment  of  the  Commission  was  intended  to  obviate. 
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The  persons  who  were  employed  under  the  late  government  complain 
bitterly  that  the  emigrants  and  the  Fauhourg  do  St.  Germain  possess  un- 
bounded influence  over  the  councils  of  Louis  XYIIL,  and  that  all  the 
measures  of  the  Court  tend  to  the  re-estahlishment  of  the  order  of  things 
which  existed  in  1786,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  those  who  have  served  under 
the  successive  governments  since  that  period.  The  emigrants  who  do  not 
consider  that  their  sufferings  and  services  have  been  adequately  rewarded 
are  equally  discontented,  and  the  deputation  which  lately  arrived  from 
La  Vendue  expressed  their  feelings  upon  this  subject  before  they  quitted 
Paris,  in  terms  which  cannot  but  be  extremely  grating  to  the  Court. 

M.  de  Blacas,  who  has  lately  been  named  Grand  Maitre  de  la  Garderobe,  is 
generally  understood  to  enjoy  the  principal  share  of  the  King's  confidence. 

The  treaty  is  nearly  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  if  it  will  be  signed 
this  evening  or  to-morrow,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  expect,  it  is  probable 
that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  will  leave  Paris  on  Monday.  Letters  he  has 
received  from  his  sister  the  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  who  it  appears  has  lately 
taken  a  very  decided  jiart  in  the  questions  which  are  agitated  at  Carlton 
House,  will  induce  him  to  carr^'  over  his  two  younger  brothers,  the  Grand 
Dukes  Michael  and  Nicholas. 

The  impatience  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  upon  the  subject  of  the  Low 
Countries,  and  the  repugnance  which  the  Princess  Charlotte  has  lately 
manifested  to  the  projected  marriage  with  his  son,  have  suddenly  brought 
him  to  Paris.    Ho  will  return  after  the  treaty  is  signed. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  under  these  circumstances  that  Sir  T.  Tyrrwhit 
should  have  been  sent  here  to  carry  over  the  Queen's  nephew,  the  young 
Prince  of  Mecklenburg  Strelitz. 

Though  government  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  present  oppor- 
tunity to  settle  the  Catholic  question  by  an  agreement  witli  the  Court  of 
Rome,  the  Catholics  have  been  more  attentive  to  their  interests.  Dr.  Mil ner, 
whose  character  is  well  known,  came  over  to  Calais  on  his  way  to  Rome, 
about  teu  days  ago. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  very  sincerely  yours, 

CiiARLEs  Stuart. 


Earl  Bathunt  to  Field  Marshal  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington^  or 
Officer  commanding  the  British  Army. 

My  Lobd,  Downing  Street,  26th  May,  1814. 

His  Majesty's  government  having  deemed  it  advisable  still  further  to 
reinforce  the  army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir  George 
Prevost,  I  have  to  desire  that  your  Grace  will  cause  four  of  the  most 
effective  regiments  of  infantry  which  may  have  been  assembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bayonne,*  together  with  one  company  of  artillery,  to  be 
embarked  immediately  on  board  of  coppered  transports,  and  to  sail  either 
in  company  with  the  second  division  of  troo|)s  specified  in  my  de8i)atch 
marked  "  Secret "  of  the  18th  inst.,  or  as  soon  after  the  departure  of  that 
division  as  convoy  shall  have  been  appointed  for  their  protection. 

*  Bordeaux  probably  is  meant. 
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One  Major-General  will  be  selected  by  your  Grace  to  accompany  this 
division  of  troops,  who  will  be  furnished  with  sealed  instructions,  in  every 
respect  similar  to  those  given  to  the  officers  in  command  of  the  first  and 
second  divisions  specified  in  my  despatch  of  the  18th  inst.,  to  which  I  have 
already  referred. 

As  it  is  extremely  important  that  the  reinforcements  intendad  for 
Canada  should  reach  their  destination  without  delay,  your  Grace  will  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  detain  the  second  division  for  the  purpose  of  its 
being  accompanied  by  the  third.  For  the  same  reasons  it  will  be  desirable 
that  the  third  division  should,  if  possible,  be  ready  to  sail  by  the  time 
fixed  in  my  former  despatch  for  the  departure  of  the  second. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Bathubst. 

P.S. — ^Your  Grace  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  me  of 
the  particular  regiments  which  you  may  think  proper  to  select  for  this 
service,  in  order  that  measures  may  be  taken  for  forwarding  their  several 
detachments  from  this  country  to  the  point  of  their  destination. 

[We  must  have  a  return  of  the  regiments,  &c.,  and  General 

officers  embarked  with  each  of  these  divisions,  the  time  when 

sailed,  &c. 

Wellington.] 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Prince  de  BSnivent, 

Paris,  26th  May,  1814. 

The  undersigned,  &c.,  has,  in  conformity  to  his  assurance  to  that  effect, 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  his  government  the  counter  projet 
received  from  the  Prince  of  B^n^vent  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade.  He 
has  not  failed  to  do  justice  to  the  several  arguments  upon  which  His  High- 
ness felt  it  necessary  to  propose  to  postpone  for  a  period  of  five  years 
giving  effect  to  the  benevolent  views  of  his  government. 

The  undersigned  cannot  dissemble  from  His  Highness  the  deep  dis- 
appointment this  intimation  has  occasioned,  and  the  conviction  felt  by  the 
Prince  Regent  and  his  Ministers  that  it  would  be  preferable,  even  for  the 
interest  of  the  French  colonies  now  about  to  be  restored,  to  stand  wholly 
excluded  from  a  traffic  which  for  eight  years  has  been  found  unnecessary 
to  their  prosperity  than  to  encourage  a  revival  of  the  trade,  and  afterwards 
to  arrest  and  relinquish  it. 

Lord  Castlereagh  had  this  morning  an  occasion,  in  conjunction  with  his 
colleagues,  of  pressing  with  every  possible  earnestness  the  subject  of  im- 
mediate and  general  abolition,  but  more  especially  in  the  islands  to  be 
ceded  by  Great  Britain  to  France.  He  cannot  but  still  flatter  himself  that 
the  considerations  urged  in  this  conference  may  have  had  tlieir  weight  upon 
reflection,  and  that  the  auspicious  resumption  of  the  throne  of  his  ancestors 
by  the  present  benevolent  Sovereign  of  France  may  not  be  marked  by  a 
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renewal  of  this  detested  commerce  in  colonies  where  its  baneful  influence 
has  long  been  happily  unknown. 

The  undersigned  is  commanded  to  bring  this  subject  again  under  the 
consideration  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  to  entreat  His'  Majesty 
would  at  once  adopt  the  measure  of  absolute  and  inmiediate  abolition, 
which  has  been  productive  of  none  of  those  commercial  calamities  to  Great 
Britain  which  were  predicted  from  it.  If  His  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
however,  cannot  reconcile  himself  to  this  decisive  act  of  moral  justice.  Lord 
Castlereagh  is  directed  to  entreat  that  His  Majesty  would  adopt  at  least  the 
modifications  contained  in  the  enclosed  article. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Address  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  to  the  Prince  Regent  on  this  subject,  to  which  he  feels  it  his 
duty  to  request  the  particular  attention  of  tlie  French  government. 

The  undersigned,  &c.  &c, 

CASTLBREAOn, 

[Enclosure.] 
The  Priiuie  de  JBMvent  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  le  26  Mai,  1814. 

J*ai  rhonneiur  d*envoyer  k  Votro  Excellence  une  nouvelle  redaction  do  Par- 
ticle sur  le  commerce  des  Noirs.  C'est  I'ancien  article,  auquel  j'ai  seulement 
fait  deux  additions. 

Votre  Excellence  verra  qa*au  lieu  d'un  engagement  de  la  part  du  Roi 
d'abolir  la  traite,  il  en  renferme  actuellement  deux.  Tune  implicite,  mais  qui 
n'est  pas  lo  moins  fort  poisque  c'est  un  engagement  d'honneur  r^sniltant  des 
termes  dans  lesquels  Sa  Majeste  parte  de  ce  genre  de  traflo :  I'autre  explicite, 
et  exprim€  par  les  mots,  ainsi  qu'eUe  (Pabolition)  sera prononcee par  8.M.T,C. 
n  nous  faut.  My  Lord,  vous  en  ^tes  vous-m^me  convenu,  et  vous  y  avez  con- 
senti^  11  nous  faut,  dis-je,  une  forme  de  redaction  qui  pr^sente  Tongagement  du 
Boi  sur  une  chose  de  cette  nature  comme  Teffet  d'nne  determination  enti^re- 
ment  libre  et  volontaire.  Or  la  redaction  propos^e  est  absolument  la  seule  qui 
r^ponde  ^  cette  vue. 

Vous  voudriez,  My  Lord,  quo  la  traito  ne  pout  subsister  encore  que  pendant 
trois  ans.  Nous  persistons  k  en  demander  cinq.  Que  Y.E.  veuille  bicu  con- 
sid^rer  que  ces  cinq  ans  so  rdduiront  do  fait  h  quatre,  puisquo  vous  no  nous 
rondez  nos  colonies  d'Am^riquo  et  nos  comptoira  d'Afriquo  qu'au  mois  de  Sep- 
tcmbre,  ct  qu'alors  la  saison  trop  avanc^e  forccra  les  speculatours  k  renvoyer 
leur  exp^tion  k  Tannce  suivante.  L'opinion  g^n^ralo  en  Franco  k  regard  de 
la  traite  est  loin  d'dtro  co  qu'ello  est  en  Angleterre.  II  est  done  n^essairo  de 
la  r^concilier  avec  un  mesure  qui  dans  lo  premier  moment  sera,  certainement, 
considdr^e  comme  d^Bastrouse.  Des  opinions  enracin^es  par  un  long  usage  ne 
oMcnt  point  h.  un  premier  choc.  Elles  ne  cedent  g^^s  h  des  raisonnemens 
s'ils  ne  sent  appuy<^  de  rexpdrience,  et  certes  une  experience  de  cinq  anndes 
dans  une  pareilie  mati^e  doit  paraitre  bien  courte. 

Quant  k  la  condition  de  ne  point  faire  la  traite  entre  le  Cap  Blanc  et  le  Cap 
de  Palmas,  elle  est  totalement  nouvelle.  II  n'en  avait  pas  cte  question  k 
ChAtillon  ;  il  n'on  avait  pas  4i6  question  ici.  C'est  dcpuis  hier  seulement  quo 
vous  la  proposez.  Ello  est  aggravante  :  on  pent  dire  qu'ello  est  en  contradic- 
tion avec  la  clause  qui  permet  la  traite  pendant  un  terns  donnd.  Car  ce  com- 
merce on  ne  se  pourrait  pas  faire  du  tout  ou  ne  se  fcra  point  avec  quclquo 
avantage  sur  des  c6te8  que  Ton  n'a  point  fV^uentees,  que  Ton  ne  connait  point, 
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oU  Ton  est  inconnu,  et  oU  il  faudrait  avant  tout  ^tablir  des  relations  qui  ne 
peuvent  s'dtablir  que  peu  k  peu,  et  que  la  brievet^  des  delais  accord^  ne  don- 
nerait  pas  le  terns  d'etablir.  Ainsi,  avec  cette  condition  nouvelle,  on  aurait 
la  &cult^  de  faire  la  traite,  et  les  moyens  de  la  fiuro  seraicnt  61^. 

Yous  partagez  stirement.  My  Lord,  Topinion  do  ceux  qui  pensent  que,  en 
fait  de  prohibition  quand  il  y  a  divers  moyens  d'arriver  au  m^me  but,  des 
moyens  directs  et  d'autres  qui  ne  le  sent  pas,  ceuz-ci  doivent  dtre  pr^f^r^, 
comme  plus  douz  et  peut-£tre  aussi  comme  plus  sfires. 

Yous  assurez,  my  Lord,  que  les  colonies  que  vous  nous  restituez  n*ont  pas 
besoin  d'un  nombro  de  Noirs  plus  grand  quo  celui  qu'elles  ont  maintenant.  La 
consequence  qu'il  en  faut  tirer  c*est  qu'on  n*y  en  acbetera  pas.  Car  ce  n'est 
pas  pour  le  plaisir  qu'on  les  ach^tc^  mais  pour  le  besoin.  Les  marcbands 
d'esclaves  ne  pouvant  y  en  vendre,  n*y  en  port^ent  pas.  Done,  si  la  France 
defend  h.  sos  sujets  d'en  importer  et  d'en  vendre  ailleurs  que  dans  ses  colonies, 
oU  ils  ne  peuvent  esp^er  d'en  vendre,  ils  abandonnerontd'eux-memes  un  com- 
merce qui  ne  leur  offrirait  plus  que  des  pertes  k  essayer,  ot  Ton  aura  obtenu 
par  cette  simple  restriction  Teffet  complet  ou  k  peu  pri^  complet  d'une  prohi- 
bition absolue.  Or  cette  restriction  est  I'objet  do  la  seconde  addition  que  j'ai 
&ite  k  Tarticle  sur  la  traite. 

Tose  done  me  flatter  que  dans  son  ^tat  actucl  Yotro  Excellence  n'y  trouvera 
rien  k  d&irer. 

Agr^,  my  Lord,  etc.,  etc., 

Le  Prince  de  BeniSvent. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Prince  de  BSnevent, 

Paris,  27th  May,  1814. 

The  undersigned,  &c.  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  Prince  of 
B^n^vent's  note  of  yesterday  with  its  enclosures.  Lord  Castlereagh  begs 
His  Highness  will  be  assured  that,  in  the  performance  of  wliat  he  considers 
a  sacred  act  of  public  duty,  it  is  not  less  his  desire  than  consistent  with 
the  pleasure  of  tiie  Prince  Regent  that  he  should,  in  the  mode  of  effect- 
uating a  common  purpose,  accommodate  as  far  as  possible  to  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

In  this  view  he  cannot  hesitate  to  accept  the  article  in  the  form  His 
Highness  has  transmitted  it,  with  the  alteration  since  made,  if  he  may  be 
permitted  to  understand  that  His  Majesty  will  feel  himself  not  less  the 
guardian  of  the  interests  of  humanity  with  respect  to  this  question  during 
the  period  that  is  to  elapse  before  the  trade  shall  be  absolutely  and  finally 
prohibited  to  French  subjects. 

The  undersigned  cannot  avoid,  however,  again  calling  His  Highness*s 
attention  to  the  two  objects  to  which  his  former  note  was  specially 
directed. 

The  first  is,  as  to  the  prevention  of  the  revival  of  this  commerce  on  that 
part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  between  Cape  Palmas  and  Cape  Blanco,  where, 
in  consequence  of  its  suspension  for  a  length  of  time,  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  in  introducing  commercial  intercourse  with  the  natives  of 
Africa. 

The  second  is,  with  respect  to  the  colonies  which  Great  Britain  is  to 
restore  to  France,  and  from  whence,  without  prejudice  to  their  prosperity, 
this  commerce  has  been  long  excluded. 
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If  the  undersigned  may  consider  these  possessions  as  confided  to  the 
benevolent  care  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  in  this  respect,  he  will  not 
farther  decline  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposed 
arrangements. 

Cabtlebeagh. 


The  Prince  de  Benevent  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  le  27  Mai,  18U. 

Je  m'empresse  de  r^pondre  h  la  note  en  date  de  ce  jour  que  V.E.  m'a 
fait  I'honneur  de  m'adresser. 

Elle  sait  qu'en  demandant  pour  I'abolition  finale  et  ahsolue  de  la  Traite 
des  Noirs  un  ddlai  de  cinq  annexes  notre  principal  motif  a  dte  de  prdvenir 
I'eflfet  de  cette  mesure  comme  subite,  but  qui  ne  pourrait  pas  fitre  atteint, 
si,  pendant  la  durde  du  ddlai,  la  traite  pouvait  se  faire  sans  restriction.  II 
s*ensuit  que  le  Roi  a  da  ndcessaircment  se  proposer  de  la  restreindre  gra- 
duellement,  et  autant  qu'il  le  pourra  faire  sans  produire  Tinconvdnient 
qu'il  a  voulu  et  du  vouloir  dvitcr. 

L'importatiou  des  esclaves  dans  les  colonies  que  vous  nous  aurez  restituer 
sera  ddcouragde  par  Tdtat  nidme  de  ces  colonies,  qui  selon  Topinion  de  V.E. 
la  leur  rend  inutile.     Le  Roi  s'attachera  a  la  ddcourager  encore. 

Sa  Majestd  sent  combien  il  scrait  triste  que  ce  genre  de  trafic  se  renou- 
velftt  sur  des  points  oil  il  a  depuis  longtems  cessd,  et  ou  Von  est  parvenu  a 
y  substituer  un  commerce  d'une  autre  et  meilleure  nature,  V.E.  indique 
comme  dtant  dans  ce  cas  la  partic  de  la  cdte  d*Afriquc  comprise  entrc  le 
Cap  des  Palmes  et  le  Cap  Blanc.  Sa  Majestd  apportera  tons  ses  soins  a 
ddcourager  les  tentatives  que  quelques-uns  de  ses  sujets  pourraient  vouloir 
faire  pour  y  renouveler  la  traite. 

Vous  voyez,  my  Lord,  que,  a  cct  dgard,  les  intentions  du  Roi  s'accordent 
enti^rement  avec  les  ddsirs  de  S.A.R.  le  Prince  Rdgent ;  et  puisquc  V.E. 
me  fait  Thonneur  de  m'annoncer  qu'elle  n'attendait  que  d'en  avoir  la  cer- 
titude poiu*  consentir  a  Tarrangement  proposd,   jc    dois   maintenant  le 

regarder  comme  admis. 

Agrdez,  My  Lord,  etc., 

Le  Prince  de  B^n^vent. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dear  Castlereagh,  Fife  House,  27th  May,  1814. 

Hamilton  will  write  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  article  respecting  pro- 
perty in  France  belonging  to  British  subjects,  &c.  As  it  stands,  we  do  not 
comprehend  it ;  and  I  confess  I  rather  wish  the  articles  in  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  on  the  same  subject,  had  been  inserted  instead  of  it.  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  this  article  may  give  rise  to  claims  upon  the  British  govern- 
ment hereafter,  if  the  French  government  do  not  satisfy  their  demands. 
However,  you  must  now  do  the  best  you  can  on  this  head.  The  only 
point  I  think  very  material  is,  that  the  contracting  parties  should  diatincU^ 

VOL.  IX.  \ 
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understand  what  tbey  respectively  mean,  and  that  if  it  is  too  late  to  make 
the  article  clear  in  the  treaty,  some  declaration  in  writing  should  be  made 
respecting  it. 

The"* only  other  point  on  which  I  am  desirous  of  troubling  you  is  the 
insertion  of  some  words  in  the  secret  article  respecting  the  Low  Countries 
on  the  subject  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt.  If  it  is  meant  tliat 
the  Scheldt  is  to  be  open  for  the  benefit  of  Brabant  and  the  Low  Countries, 
I  entirely  approve  of  the  object  j  but  I  think  it  would  require  much  con- 
sideration before  you  would  give  to  all  neutral  states  a  right  to  the  free 
navigation  of  that  river,  independent  of  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  state 
to  which  both  banks  of  it  will  belong.  At  all  events  I  think  this  object 
would  be  better  omitted  in  the  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  and  it  might 
be  made  the  subject  of  discussion  afterwards,  when  the  Low  Countries  are 
annexed  to  Holland  by  distinct  and  positive  stipulation  in  a  public  treaty. 

I  think  it  not  improbable  that  your  treaty  may  be  signed  before  you 
receive  this  letter ;  but  I  thought  it  nevertheless  better  to  trouble  you  with 
these  observationB  on  the  two  articles  in  question. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Liverpool. 


Major-Qen,  8%r  George  Murray  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  DEAB  Lord,  Toulouse,  28th  May,  18U. 

Colonel  Ricard  has  just  brought  me  a  letter  from  Marshal  Suchet,  of 
which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  Although  it  is,  strictly  speaking,  prospective 
only  in  regard  to  the  evacuation  of  Figueras,  I  see  no  reason  to  delay  acting 
upon  it ;  and  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  put  the  troops  in  motion  con- 
formably to  the  instructions  which  your  Grace  left  with  me. 

I  shall  be  able  to  forward  to  your  Grace  to-morrow  a  copy  of  the  routes 
issued  for  the  several  corps.  The  Portuguese  will  immediately  follow  the 
Spanish  troops;  and  as  Brigadier-General  D' Urban  is  desirous  of  halting 
the  several  brigades  for  two  days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oyarzun,  it 
would  be  convenient  that  General  Freyre  should  continue  the  movement  of 
the  fourth  Spanish  army  when  it  gets  within  the  frontier,  if  it  can  be  so 
arranged. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  yours, 

G.  Murray. 

[Ekclosure.] 
Marshal  Suchet  to  Major- Gen.  Sir  George  Murray, 

^,    ,  Au  Quartier-Ge'n^ral  de  CarcoMonnc, 

MoireiEUB  LE  GfiNiRAL,  Je  27  Mai,  1814. 

Je  vous  envoie  le  Colonel  Ricard,  officier  de  mon  etat-major.  pour  vous  fairo 
part  do  la  remise  de  Figuitires  aux  troupes  Espagnoles.  Le  Gdueml  Comto 
Valde,  que  j'ai  charge  par  oidro  do  men  gouvernemont,  de  cette  remise,  m'dcrit 
qa'ollo  ft  lieu  aiyourd'hui,  27;  quo  demain,  28,  la  garnison  Fran9aifle,  sortie 
de  la  place,  arrivera  h  Peipigiian ;  que  le  G<^q^I  en  Chef  Copons  ayaut  fait 
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cesser  tout  retard  et  toute  difficult^  dans  la  marche  de  nos  troupes,  la  gamison 
de  Tortose  arrivera  k  Perpignan  le  1  Join,  celle  de  Barcelonne  le  4,  ot  lea 
petites  gamisons  de  Sagonte,  Pefiiscola,  et  Hostalrich  bientot  apr^s. 

Je  transmets  tout  de  suite  cet  avis  au  Ministre  de  la  Guerre  de  France. 

Je  vous  prie,  Monsieur  le  G^n^ral,  de  vouloir  bien  vous  entendre  avcc  le 
Golonel  Bicard,  et  lui  faire  connottre,  ainsi  qu'il  est  convenu,  le  depart,  la 
marche,  et  la  direction  des  troupes  alli^es,  pour  ^vacuer  le  torritoire  F^9ais, 
afin  que  je  puisse,  par  des  mouvemens  successifs,  combiner  aveo  les  vdtres 
iiedre  occuper  le  territoire  k  mesure  que  vous  vous  en  ^oignerez. 

Je  vous  renouvelle  mes  instances  pour  accdl^rer  le  moment  oti  tons  Ics  Pqr- 
togais  et  Espagnols  repasseront  les  Pyr^n^es. 

Becevez,  Monsieur  le  G^en^ral,  I'assurance  de  ma  parfaite  consid^tion. 

SUCHET. 


Mqfor*Oen.  Sir  George  Murray  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  DBAB  Lobd,  Toulouse,  29th  May,  1814. 

I  forwarded  to  your  Grace  yesterday  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
received  from  Marshal  Suchet,  dated  on  the  27th  instant,  acquainting  me 
that  the  evacuation  of  Figueras  by  the  French  garrison  would  take  place  on 
that  day.  I  enclose  the  copy  of  my  answer  to  the  Marshal,  and  send  also 
a  memorandum  of  the  movements  which  have  been  ordered  to  take  place. 

Some  instructions  have  been  received  at  Bordeaux,  direct  from  England, 
respecting  the  expedition,  but  I  have  not  heard  the  particulars  of  them. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  troops  have  begun  to  embark. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  faithfully  yours, 

Geobgb  Mubbat. 

[Enclosubeb.] 
I. 
MaJoT'Oen,  Sir  Oeorge  Murray  to  Marshal  Suchet, 

Monsieur  le  Marechal,  Toulouse,  le  29  Mai,  1814. 

Le  Golonel  Bicard  me  remit  hier  la  lettre  que  Yotre  Excellence  m*a  &it 
llionneur  de  m'adresser  le  27  Mai  pour  me  communiquer  que  la  remise  de 
Figui^res  aux  troupes  Espagnoles  devoit  avoir  lieu  ce  jour  m^me. 

£n  cons^uence  j'ai  exp^^  tout  de  suite  les  ordres  pour  faire  commencor  la 
marche  do  tons  les  corps  Espagnols  qui  se  trouvent  encore  en  Franco  pour  re- 
passer  la  frontiere.  Les  troupes  Portugaises  suivront  immddiatement  la 
marche  des  Espagnols,  et  les  divisions  Anglaises  chemineront  en  m^me  temps 
vers  la  c6te. 

La  demise  division  de  I'infanterie  Anglaise  partira  de  Toulouse  le  5  Juin, 
et  d^  le  3  de  Juin  il  n'y  aura  plus  de  Iroupes  en  avant  de  Oastanet  sur  la 
route  de  Carcassonne. 

Votre  Excellence  me  permettra  de  remarquer  que  la  communication  qu'clle 
a  bien  voulu  me  faire  n'^tant  encore  que  prospective  pour  ce  qui  regardo  la 
remise  de  Figui^res,  j'aurois  dii,  en  suivant  ^  la  lettre  les  oidrcs  que  m*a 
laissd  le  Due  de  Wellington,  attendre  la  remise  actuclle  de  cette  place  aux 
troupes  Espagnoles  avant  que  do  faire  commencer  les  mouvemens  de  I'armdo 
ftlli^e. 
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Je  suis  persuade  cependant  que  j'agiB  parfaitement  clans  le  sens  des  inten- 
tions da  Due  en  faisant  commencer  tout  de  suite  ecs  mouvemens  ;  et  je  prendrai 
la  libertf^  seulement  do  vous  prier.  Monsieur  le  Marechal,  de  vouloir  bien  mo 
donner  connoissance  .de  I'^vacuation  actuello  de  Figui^res  par  les  troupes  Fran- 
cises quand  Votre  Excellence  en  aura  re^u  le  rapport. 

J'ai  rhonncur  d'etre,  etc., 

George  Murrat. 


II. 
MEMORANDUM' OF  THE  MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  ALLIED  ARMY. 

Toulouse,  29th  May,  1814. 

Fourth  Sj^anish  Army, 

The  4th  Spanish  Army  will  nuirch  from  Tarbes,  &c.  in  three  divisions  on  the 
SOtli  and  81st  May  and  Ist  June,  and  will  arrive  at  Irun  on  the  7th,  8th,  and 
9th  June. 

Portuguese  Division  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  ArentschildVs  Portuguese 

Artillery, 

The  Portuguese  division  under  Major-General  Le  Cor  will  march  in  two 
bodies  on  the  31st  May  and  2nd  June,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the  17th 
and  18th  June. 

Portuguese  Cavalry. 

The  6th  regiment  of  Portuguese  cavalry  will  march  from  Montrejean  on  the 
2nd  Juno  by  Tarbes,  Barceloiine,  and  Dax,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the 
15th  June. 

The  1st  and  12th  regiments  of  Portuguese  cavalry  will  march  from  St. 
Gaudens  on  the  2nd  June,  by  Pau  and  Peyrehorade,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun 
on  the  1 3th  June. 

The  4th  and  11th  regiments  of  Portuguese  cavalry  will  march  from  Pau  on 
the  5th  June,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the  12th  June. 

Fourth  Division, 

The  4th  division  will  march  from  Condom,  &c.,  on  the  31st  May  and  1st 
June,  and  will  arrive  at  Bordeaux  on  the  6th  June. 

The  Portuguese  brigade,  4th  division,  will  separate  from  the  division  at 
Bazas,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the  16th  June. 

Sixth  Division, 

The  6th  division  will  march  from  Auoh  on  the  2nd  June,  and  will  arrive  at 
Bordeaux  on  the  10th  June. 

The  Portuguese  brigade,  6th  division,  will  separate  from  the  division  at 
Bazas,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the  20th  June. 

ITiird  Division, 

The  3rd  division  will  march  from  Grenade,  &o^  on  the  1st  June,  and  will 
arrive  at  Bordeaux  on  the  12th  June. 

Tlie  Portuguese  brigade,  3rd  division,  will  separate  from  the  division  at 
Bazas,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the  21st  June. 
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Light  Division, 

The  Light  divioion  will  cross  the  Gkironno  and  move  into  the  cantonments 
of  the  3rd  division  on  the  1st  June ;  it  will  march  from  thence  on  the  3rd  and 
4th  June,  and  arrive  at  Bordeaux  on  the  14th  June. 

The  Portuguese  regiments,  Light  division,  will  separate  from  the  division  at 
Bazas,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the  23rd  June. 

Second  Division, 

The  2nd  division  will  march  in  two  bodies  on  the  3rd  and  5th  June,  and 
wiU  arrive  at  Bordeaux  on  the  17th  June. 

The  Portuguese  brigade,  2nd  division,  will  separate  from  the  2nd  division 
at  Bazas,  and  will  arrive  at  Oyarzun  on  the  2Gth  June. 


Head-quarters  will  move  as  follows : — 

4th  June         

L'IsIe  en  Jourdain. 

5th     „ 

Auch. 

6th     „            

Condom. 

7th     „            

Halt. 

8th     „ 

Castel  Jaloux. 

9th 

Langou. 

10th     , 

Bordeaux. 

G.  Murray. 

General  Freyre  has  been  requested  to  send  the  necessary  communications 
to  the  Spanish  troops  before  Bayonne  and  St.  Jean  Pied  do  Port,  and  also  to 
those  at  Ascain ;  as  likewise  to  give  notice  to  the  Prince  of  Anglona  that  he 
may  put  the  3rd  army  in  motion  according  to  his  instructions. 

The  orders  for  the  Portuguese  troops  near  Bayonne,  and  for  the  Portuguese 
brigade  of  the  7th  division,  have  been  deferred  for  the  present. 

G.  M. 


2b  Major- Oeneral  Boss,  or  the  Officer  commanding  the  Trooi)s, 

Sib,  Bordeaux,  2eth  May,  1814. 

I  have  it  in  command  from  Earl  Bathurst,  His  Majesty^s  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  direct  that  you  do  pro- 
coed  with  the  troops  placed  under  your  command,*  and  join  the  fleet  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  employed  ujwn  the  coasts  of  tho 
United  States. 

On  your  arrival  at  Bermuda,  you  will  take  under  your  command  a 
regiment  of  infantry  and  a  company  of  artillery  that  have  been  sent  from 
Gibraltar  for  this  purpose. 

I  have,  &c., 

Dalhousie,  Lieut.-General, 

Commanding  in  absence  of  Field  Marshal 
the  Duke  of  Wellington. 


4tli,  44th,  85th,  Artillery,  Sappers,  Bocket  men. 
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The  Quartermaster- General  to  Field  Marshal  the  Ditke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  Toulouse,  30th  May,  1814. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  this  morning  from  Lord  Dal- 
housie,  and  copy  also  of  one  which  I  have  had  from  Lord  Keith. 

I  sent  your  Grace  yesterday  a  note  of  the  movements  ordered  to  take 
place  in  consequence  of  Marshal  Suchet  having  intimated  that  Figueras 
would  be  evacuated  on  the  27th  instant. 

As  Lord  Keith  seems  to  have  no  objection  to  embarking  the  1st  and  5th 
divisions  near  where  they  are,  I  have  told  General  D*Urban  he  may  regu- 
late the  going  away  of  the  Portuguese  brigades  of  that  part  of  the  army 
at  whatever  time  will  best  suit  his  own  arrangements. 

In  order  that  the  Portuguese  brigade  of  the  7th  division  may  take  away 
with  it  all  the  straggling  followers  who  cannot  be  dismissed  before  reaching 
Bordeaux,  I  have  proposed  to  Lord  Dalhousie  to  let  it  move  last ;  and  it 
will  be  in  time  enough  to  join  in  with  the  rear  of  the  other  brigades,  though 
it  should  not  reach  St.  Jean  de  Luz  till  the  26th  of  June. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  yours, 

G.  Murray. 

[Enolosores.] 

L 
Lieut. 'Gen.  the  Earl  (^  Bdlhousie  to  the  QuartermoBter^General, 

My  dear  Murray,  Bordeaux,  27th  May,  1814. 

The  day  before  yesterday  I  received  despatches  for  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
and  duplicates  for  myself,  with  orders  to  act  in  the  event  of  his  absence.  Lord 
Keith  being  here  has  enabled  me  to  make  the  arrangements  at  once ;  but 
that  has  not  allowed  me  an  hour  to  write  you  upon  the  subject. 

The  former  plan  of  expedition  has  been  abandoned,  and  instead  of  it  three 
divisions  of  troops  are  ordered  off  without  delay,  a  Major-G^neral  in  command 
of  each.    I  enclose  a  state  as  now  proceeding. 

The  details  I  cannot  at  present  enter  into,  but  reserve  them  for  you,  as  I 
now  hope  there  is  a  probability  of  you  and  also  the  Adjutant-General's  Depart- 
ment of  Head-quarters  coming  here.  Things  go  on  very  awkwardly,  and  the 
whole  pressure  of  the  army  crowding  upon  us  makes  the  absence  of  the  chief 
a  matter  of  great  regret,  while  their  presence  is  one  almost  of  necessity. 

The  cavalry  routes,  &c.,  &c^  I  have  received  this  morning.  De  Lancey  is 
preparing  that  of  the  left,  which  he  proposes  to  start  on  3rd  June.  He  begs 
me  to  say  that,  if  you  have  nothing  more  important  for  him,  he  wishes  you  to 
allow  hhn  to  proceed  in  charge  of  the  Quartermaster-Generars  Depart- 
ment with  that  left  column  of  cavalry. 

Pray  lot  mo  know  if  there  is  any  chance  of  the  Quartermastcr-Gfeneral's 
and  Acyutant-General's  Departments  coming  here. 

Yours  most  truly« 

Dalhousie. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  remains  in  command  of  the  remainder  of  the  force  in 
camp. 
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II. 

STATE  OF  DIVISIONS  FORMED  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  INSTRUC- 
TIONS FROM  EARL  BATHURST,  DATED  18tH  MAY. 

First  Division,  Major- Oeneral  Vower* 

SrdBnfis          750 

5th        800 

27th        1000 

58th        700 

A  Brigade  of  Field  ArtUlery. 

One  Company  of  Artillerymen. 

Second  Division,  Majoj'."  General  Kempt, 

\)%u  ••  ••  ••  ••  *•  «/iK/ 

«/  f  ul  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  oUU 

oXBir  ••  ••  ••  ••  *•  oUU 

60tb,  5th  Battalion       350 

A  Brigade  of  Field  Artillery. 
One  Company  of  Artillerymen. 

Thi7'd  Division,  Major-General  lioss, 

4th         700 

44th         700 

85th         570 

A  Brigade  of  Field  Artillery. 

Two  Companies  of  Artillerymen. 

One  Company  of  Sappers. 

Two  Bomb  Vessels,  and  a  Ship  laden  with  Rockets. 

DALH0USI£. 


Sir  CJiarks  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wdlington, 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Paris,  2nd  June,  1814. 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  the  treaty,  of  which  I  enclose  the 
printed  copy  in  the  *  Moniteur,'  was  signed  the  night  before  last  by  the 
English,  Austrian,  Russian,  and  French  plenijwtentiaries.  The  diflBculty 
of  completing  the  necessary  number  of  written  copies  for  the  day  appointed 
has  occasioned  the  French  to  defer  signing  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
Spain,  Sweden,  and  Portugal. 

As  the  Spanish  Minister  had  actually  suggested  that  the  signature  of  the 
treaty  should  be  deferred  imtil  the  arrival  of  fresh  full  powers  signed  by 
Ferdinand  VII.,  the  ill  humour  he  has  manifested  upon  tbis  occasion  is  the 
more  unreasonable. 

The  French  complain  bitterly  of  the  cession  of  Tobago  and  St.  Lucie  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  their  partisans  rest  their  arguments  for  the  restora- 
tion of  all  their  colonial  possessions  on  the  jwlicy  of  giving  every  ix)ssiblo 
outlet  to  a  redundant  population  which  can  divert  their  attention  from 
continental  war. 

Lord  Castlereagh  left  Paris  the  night  before  last. 
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The  dislocation  of  the  troops  hitherto  cantoned  in  the  provinces  of  France 
still  continues.    Several  columns  have  already  passed  the  Khine. 

The  Russian  Guards  have  received  their  orders  to  march,  and  it  is  cal- 
culated that  on  Friday  they  will  all  have  left  Paris. 

The  meeting  of  the  Corps  L^gislatif  is  deferred  till  Saturday. 

As  the  labours  of  the  Commission  which  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
Constitution  are  finished,  the  government  are  now  making  arrangements  to 
exclude  from  the  different  bodies  those  members  whose  presence  is  dis- 
agreeable to  the  Court. 

Upon  the  principle  they  have  established,  all  the  regicides,  with  the 
exception  of  Fouchd  (who  purposes  nevertheless  to  retire  from  public 
affairs),  have  been  omitted  in  the  si)ecial  summonses  which  have  been 
circulated. 

Though  the  Deputies  in  the  Corps  L^gislatif  who  represent  provinces 
which  have  been  coded  in  the  treaty  are  likewise  excluded,  they  will  retain 
the  appointments  to  which  the  former  regulations  had  entitled  them. 

The  influence  of  the  persons  who  are  supposed  to  enjoy  the  immediate 
confidence  of  the  King  has  been  manifested  by  the  nomination  of  M. 
Blacas  to  the  situation  of  Minister  of  the  Household. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  faithfully  yours, 

C.  Stuart. 

P.S. — As  I  presume  Lord  Castlereagh  will  have  sent  you  the  secret 
articles,  they  do  not  accompany  the  enclosure  of  this  day. 


DEFINITIVE  TREATY  OF  PEACE  AND  AMITY  BETWEEN  HIS 
BRITANNIC  MAJESTY  AND  HIS  MOST  CHRISTIAN  MAJESTY, 
SIGNED  AT  PARIS,  THE  30tH  DAY  OF   MAY,   1814.* 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  his  Allies  on  the  one  part,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  France 
and  of  Navarre  on  the  other  part,  animated  by  an  equal  desire  to  terminate 
the  long  agitations  of  Europe,  and  the  sufferings  of  mankind,  by  a  permanent 
peace,  founded  upon  a  just  reimrtition  of  force  between  its  States,  and  con- 
taining in  its  stipulations  the  pledge  of  its  durability  ;  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  together  with  his  Allies,  being  unwilling  to  require  of  France, 
now  that,  replaced  under  the  paternal  government  of  her  Kings,  she  offers 
the  assurance  of  security  and  stability  to  Europe,  the  conditions  and 
guarantees  which  they  had  with  regret  demanded  from  her  former  Go- 
vernment, their  said  Majesties  have  named  Plenipotentiaries  to  discuss, 
settle,  and  sign  a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  ;  namely, 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  Right  Honourable  Robert  Stewart,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  one 

♦  This  Treat)',  witli  a  slight  variation  in  the  wording,  was  also  signed  on 
behalf  of  Rutisia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  with  Additional  Articles  referring  to 
each  of  tliosc  States.   See  Annual  Regitter  for  1814. 
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of  Hifl  said  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  Member  of  Parliament, 
Colonel  of  the  Londonderry  Regiment  of  Militia,  and  his  Principal  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  &c.  &c.  &c. ;  the  Right  Honourable 
George  Gordon,  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Viscount  Formartinc,  Lord  Haddo, 
Methlic,  Tarvis,  and  Kellie,  &c.,  one  of  the  sixteen  Peers  representing  the 
Peerage  of  Scotland  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Knight  of  His  Majesty's  Most 
Ancient  and  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Thistle,  his  Ambassador  Extraordi- 
nary and  Plenipotentiary  to  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Apostolic  Majesty ; 
the  Right  Honourable  William  Shaw  Cathcart,  Viscount  Cathcart,  Baron 
Cathcart  and  Greenock,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council,  Knight  of  his  Order  of  the  Thistle,  and  of  the  Orders  of  Russia, 
General  in  His  Majesty's  Army,  and  his  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  to  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias ;  and  the 
Honourable  Sir  Charles  William  Stewart,  Knight  of  His  Majesty's  Most 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Member  of  Parliament,  Lieu  tenant-General 
in  His  Majesty's  Army,  Knight  of  the  Prussian  Orders  of  the  Black  and 
Red  Eagle,  and  of  several  others,  and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia ;  and  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  France  and  Navarre,  Charles  Maurice  de  Talleyrand  Perigord, 
Prince  of  B^n6vent,  Great  Eagle  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  Knight  of  tlio 
Black  and  Red  Eagle  of  Prussia,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  Leopold  of 
Austria,  Knight  of  the  Russian  Order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  His  said  Majesty's 
Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aifairs ;    who,  having  ex- 
changed their  full  Powers,  found  in  good  and  duo  form,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  Articles : — 

Article  I. 

There  shall  be  from  this  day  forward  perpetual  peace  and  friendship 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  Allies  on  the  one  part,  and  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Franco  and  Navarre  on  the  other,  their  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, their  dominions  and  subjects,  respectively. 

The  High  Contracting  Parties  shall  devote  their  best  attention  to  maintain, 
not  only  between  themselves,  but,  inasmuch  as  depends  upon  them, 
between  all  the  states  of  Euroixj,  that  harmony  and  good  understanding 
which  are  so  necessary  for  their  tranquillity. 

Article  II. 

The  Kingdom  of  France  retains  its  limits  entire,  as  they  existed  on  tho 
Ist  of  January,  1792.  It  shall  further  receive  the  increase  of  territory 
comprised  within  the  line  established  by  the  following  Article : — 

Article  III. 

On  the  side  of  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Italy,  the  ancient  frontiers  shall 
be  re-established  as  they  existed  the  1st  of  January,  1792,  extending  from 
the  North  Sea,  between  Dunkirk  and  Nieui)ort,  to  the  Mediterranean 
between  Cagncs  and  Nice,  with  the  following  modifications : 

1st.  In  the  department  of  Jemappes,  the  Cantons  of  Dour,  Merbes-le- 
Cb&teau,  Beaumont,  and  Chimay  shall  belong  to  France.  Where  the  line  of 
demarcation  comes  in  contact  with  the  Canton  of  Dour,  it  shall  pass 
between  that  Canton  and  those  of  Boussu  and  Paturage,  and  likewise  fur- 
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ther  on  it  shall  pass  between  the  Canton  of  Mcrbcs-lo-Ch&tcau  and  those 
of  Binch  and  Thuin. 

2.  In  the  department  of  Sambro  and  Mouse,  the  Cantons  of  Walcourt, 
Florennes,  Beauraing,  and  Gredinne  shall  belong  to  Franco  ;  where  the  de- 
marcation reaches  that  department,  it  shall  follow  the  line  which  separates 
the  said  Cantons  from  the  do^mrtmcnt  of  Jemappes,  and  from  the  remaining 
Cantons  of  the  department  of  Sambro  and  Mouse. 

3.  In  the  department  of  the  Moselle,  the  new  demarcation,  at  the  point 
where  it  diverges  from  the  old  line  of  frontier,  shall  be  formed  by  a  line  to 
be  drawn  from  Perle  to  Fremersdorff,  and  by  the  limit  which  separates 
the  Canton  of  Tholey  from  the  remaining  Cantons  of  the  said  department 
of  the  Moselle. 

4.  In  the  department  of  La  Sarre,  the  Cantons  of  Saarbruck  and  Ameval 
shall  continue  to  belong  to  France,  as  likewise  the  portion  of  the  Canton  of 
Lebach  which  is  situated  to  the  south  of  a  line  drawn  along  the  confines  of 
the  villages  of  Herchenbach,  Ueberhofen,  Hilsbach,  and  Hall  (leaving  these 
different  places  out  of  the  French  frontier)  to  tlie  point  where,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Querselle  (which  place  belongs  to  France),  the  line  which 
separates  the  Cantons  of  Ameval  and  OttweiUer  reaches  that  which  separates 
the  Cantons  of  Ameval  and  Lebach.  The  frontier  on  this  side  shall  bo 
formed  by  the  line  above  described,  and  afterwards  by  that  which  separates 
the  Canton  of  Ameval  from  that  of  Bliescastel. 

6.  The  fortress  of  Landau  having  before  the  year  1792  formed  an  insu- 
lated point  in  Germany,  France  retains  beyond  her  frontiers  a  portion  of 
the  departments  of  Mount  Tonnerre  and  of  the  Lower  Rhino,  for  the 
purpose  of  uniting  the  said  fortress  and  its  radius  to  the  rest  of  the  king- 
dom. 

The  new  demarcation  from  the  point  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oberstein- 
boch  (which  place  is  left  out  of  the  limits  of  France)  where  the  boimdary 
between  the  department  of  the  Moselle  and  that  of  Mount  Tonnerre  reaches 
the  department  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  shall  follow  the  line  which  separates 
the  Cantons  of  Weissonbourg  and  Bergzabern  (on  the  side  of  France) 
from  the  Cantons  of  Permasens,  Dahn,  and  Annweiler  (on  the  side  of 
Germany)  as  far  as  the  point  near  the  village  of  Yollmersheim  where  that 
line  touches  the  ancient  radius  of  the  fortress  of  Landau.  From  this  radius, 
which  remains  as  it  was  in  1792,  the  new  frontier  shall  follow  the  arm  of 
the  river  do  la  Queich,  which  on  leaving  the  said  radius  at  Queichheim 
(that  place  remaining  to  France)  flows  near  the  villages  of  Merlenheim, 
Knittelsheim,  and  Belheim  (these  places  also  belong  to  France)  to  the 
Rhine,  which  from  thence  shall  continue  to  form  the  boundary  of  France 
and  Germany. 

The  main  stream  (Thalweg)  of  the  Rhine  shall  constitute  the  frontier ; 
provided,  however,  that  the  changes  which  may  hereafter  take  place  in  the 
course  of  that  river  shall  not  afifect  the  property  of  the  Islands.  The  right 
of  possession  in  these  Islands  shall  be  re-established  as  it  existed  at  the 
signature  of  the  Treaty  of  Lun6ville. 

6.  In  the  department  of  the  Doubs  the  frontier  shall  bo  so  regulated  as 
to  commence  above  the  Ran9onniere  near  Locle  and  follow  the  crest  of  Jura 
between  the  Cemeux,  Pequignot,  and  the  village  of  Fontenelles,  as  far  as  the 
peak  of  that  mountain  situated  about  seven  or  eight  thousand  feet  to  the 
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north-west  of  the  village  of  La  Brevine,  where  it  shall  again  fall  in  with 
the  ancient  boundary  of  France. 

7.  In  the  department  of  the  Leman,  the  frontiers  between  the  French 
territory,  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  the  different  portions  of  the  territory  of 
the  Republic  of  Geneva  (which  is  to  form  part  of  Switzerland)  remain  as 
they  were  before  the  incorporation  of  Geneva  with  France.  But  the 
Cantons  of  Fiangy  and  of  St.  Julien  (with  the  exception  of  the  districts 
situated  to  the  north  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  point  where  the  river  of  La 
Laire  enters  the  territory  of  Geneva  near  Chancy,  following  the  confines  of 
Sesequin,  Laoonex,  and  Seseneuve,  which  shall  remain  out  of  the  limits  of 
France,  the  Canton  of  Reignier  (with  the  exception  of  the  portion  to  the 
east  of  a  line  which  follows  the  confines  of  the  Muraz  Bussy,  Pers,  and 
Cornier,  which  shall  be  out  of  the  French  limits),  and  the  Canton  of  La 
Roche  (with  the  exception  of  the  places  called  La  Roche  and  Armanoy 
with  their  districts)  shall  remain  to  France.  The  frontier  shall  follow 
the  limits  of  these  dififerent  Cantons,  and  the  line  which  separates  the 
districts  continuing  to  belong  to  France,  from  those  which  she  does  not 
retain. 

In  the  department  of  Montblanc,  France  acquires  the  sub-Prefecture  of 
Chambery,  with  the  exception  of  the  Cantons  of  L'Hdpital,  St.  Pierre 
d'Albigny,  la  Rocettc,  and  Montmelian,  and  the  sub-Prefecture  of  Annecy, 
with  the  exception  of  the  jortion  of  the  Canton  of  Fa  verges  situated  to  the 
east  of  a  line  passing  between  Ourechaise  and  Marlcns  on  the  side  of  France, 
and  Marthod  and  Ugine  on  the  opposite  side,  and  which  afterwards  follows 
the  crest  of  the  mountains  as  far  as  the  frontier  of  the  Canton  of  Thones  ; 
this  line,  together  with  the  limit  of  the  Cantons  before  mentioned,  shall  on 
this  side  form  the  new  frontier. 

On  the  side  of  the  Pyrenees,  the  frontiers  between  the  two  kingdoms  of 
France  and  Spain  remain  such  as  they  were  the  1st  of  January,  1792,  and 
a  joint  commission  shall  be  named  on  the  part  of  the  two  Crowns  for  the 
purpose  of  finally  determining  the  line. 

France  on  her  part  renounces  all  rights  of  sovereignty,  suzerainet^,  and 
of  possession  over  all  the  countries,  districts,  towns,  and  places  situated 
beyond  the  frontier  above  described,  the  Principality  of  Monaco  being 
replaced  on  the  same  footing  on  which  it  stood  before  the  1st  of  January, 
1792. 

The  Allied  Powers  assure  to  France  the  possession  of  the  Principality  of 
Avignon,  of  the  Comtat  Venaissin,  of  the  Comt^  of  Montboilliard,  together 
with  the  several  insulated  territories  which  formerly  belonged  to  Germany, 
comprehended  within  the  frontier  above  described,  whether  they  have  been 
incorporated  with  France  before  or  after  the  1st  of  January,  1792.  The 
Powers  reserve  to  themselves,  reciprocally,  the  complete  right  to  fortify  any 
point  in  their  respective  states  which  they  may  judge  necessary  for  their 
security. 

To  prevent  all  injury  to  private  property,  and  protect,  according  to  the 
most  liberal  principlesj  the  property  of  individuals  domiciliated  on  the 
frontiers,  there  shall  be  named,  by  each  of  the  states  bordering  on  France, 
Commissioners,  who  shall  proceed,  conjointly  with  French  Commissioners, 
to  the  delineation  of  the  respective  boundaries. 

As  soon  as  the  Commissioners  shall  have  performed  their  task,  maps  shall 
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be  drawn,  signed  by  the  respective  Commissioners,  and  posts  shall  be  placed 
to  point  out  the  reciprocal  boundaries. 

Article  IV. 

To  secure  the  communications  of  the  town  of  Geneva  with  other  parts  of 
the  Swiss  territory  situated  on  the  lake,  France  consents  that  the  road  by 
Versoy  shall  be  common  to  the  two  countries.  The  respective  Governments 
shall  amicably  arrange  the  means  for  preventing  smuggling,  regulating  the 
posts,  and  maintaining  the  said  road. 

Article  V. 

The  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  from  the  point  where  it  becomes  navigable 
unto  the  sea,  and  vice  versa,  shall  be  free,  so  that  it  can  be  interdicted  to  no 
one ;  and  at  the  future  Congress  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  principles  according  to  which  the  duties  to  be  raised  by  the 
States  bordering  on  the  Rhine  may  bo  regulated,  in  the  mode  the  most  im- 
partial and  the  most  favourable  to  the  commerce  of  all  nations. 

The  future  Congress,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  communication  between 
nations,  and  continually  to  render  them  less  strangers  to  each  other,  shall 
likewise  examine  and  determine  in  what  maimer  the  above  provision  can  bo 
extended  to  other  rivers  which,  in  their  navigable  course,  separate  or 
traverse  dififerent  States. 

Article  VI. 

Holland,  placed  under  the  Sovereignty  of  the  House  of  Orange,  shall 
receive  an  increase  of  territory.  The  title  and  exercise  of  that  Sovereignty 
shall  not  in  any  case  belong  to  a  Prince  wearing  or  destined  to  wear  a 
foreign  Crown. 

The  States  of  Germany  shall  be  independent  and  united  by  a  federative 
bond. 

Switzerland,  independent,  shall  continue  to  govern  herself. 

Italy,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  countries  which  are  to  revert  to  Austria, 
shall  be  composed  of  Sovereign  States. 

Article  VII. 

The  Island  of  Malta  and  its  dependencies  shall  belong  in  full  right  and 
Sovereignty  to  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

Article  VIIT. 

His  Britannic  Majesty,  stipulating  for  himself  and  his  Allies,  engages  to 
restore  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  within  the  term  which  shall  be 
hereafter  fixed,  the  colonies,  fisheries,  factories,  and  establishments  of  every 
kind  which  were  possessed  by  France  on  the  1st  of  January,  1792,  in  the 
seas  and  on  the  continents  of  America,  Africa,  and  Asia,  with  the  exceptions, 
however,  of  the  Islands  of  Tobago  and  St.  Lucie  and  of  the  Isle  of  France 
and  its  dependencies,  especially  Rodrigues  and  Les  S^helles,  which  several 
colonies  and  possessions  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  cedes  in  full  right  and 
Sovereignty  to  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  also  the  portion  of  St.  Domingo 
ceded  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  Basle,  and  which  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  restores  in  full  right  and  Sovereignty  to  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
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Article  IX. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Swetlen  and  Norway,  in  virtue  of  the  arrange- 
ments stipulated  with  the  Allies,  and  in  execution  of  the  preceding 
Article,  consents  that  the  Island  of  Guadaloupe  be  restored  to  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  and  gives  up  all  the  rights  ho  may  have  acquired  over 
that  island. 

Abticlb  X. 

Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  in  virtue  of  the  arrangements  stipulated  with 
her  Allies  and  in  execution  of  the  8th  Article,  engages  to  restore  French 
Guyana  as  it  existed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1792,  to  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  within  the  term  hereafter  fixed. 

The  renewal  of  the  dispute  which  existed  at  that  period  on  the  subject 
of  the  frontier  lieing  the  effect  of  this  stipulation,  it  is  agreed  that  that 
dispute  shall  Ijc  terminated  by  a  friendly  arrangement  between  the  two 
Courts,  under  the  mediation  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

Article  XI. 

The  places  and  forts  in  those  colonies  and  settlements  which,  by  virtue 
of  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  Articles,  are  to  he  restored  to  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  shall  be  given  up  in  the  state  in  which  they  may  be  at  the  moment 
of  ttie  signature  of  the  present  Treaty. 

Article  XII. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  guarantees  to  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  the  same  facilities,  privileges,  and  protection,  with  respect  to 
commerce  and  the  security  of  their  persons  and  property  within  the  limits 
of  the  British  sovereignty  on  the  continent  of  India,  as  are  now  or  shall  be 
granted  to  the  most  favoured  nations. 

His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  on  his  jiart,  having  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  the  perpetual  duration  of  peace  between  the  two  Crowns  of  England 
and  of  France,  and  wishing  to  do  his  utmost  to  avoid  anything  which 
might  affect  their  mutual  good  understanding,  engages  not  to  erect  any 
fortifications  in  the  establishments  which  are  to  be  restored  to  him  within 
the  limits  of  the  British  sovereignty  u^wn  the  continent  of  India,  and  only 
to  place  in  those  establishments  the  number  of  troops  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  police. 

Article  XIII. 

The  French  right  of  fishery  u[X)n  the  Great  Bank  of  Newfoundland,  upon 
the  coasts  of  the  island  of  that  name,  and  of  the  adjacent  islands  in  the 
Gidf  of  St.  Lawrence,  shall  be  replaced  upon  the  footing  in  which  it  stood 
in  1792. 

Article  XIV, 

Those  colonies,  factories,  and  establishments  which  are  to  be  restoral  to 
His  Most  Christian  Majesty  by  His  Britannic  Majesty  or  his  Allies  in  the 
Northern  Seas,  or  in  the  seas  on  the  continents  of  America  and  Africa, 
shall  be  given  up  within  the  three  months,  and  those  which  are  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  within  the  six  months,  which  follow  the  ratification 
of  the  present  Treaty. 
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Article  XV. 

The  High  Contracting  Parties  having,  by  the  4th  Article  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  23rd  of  April  last,  reserved  to  tiiemselvcs  the  right  of  disposing, 
iu  the  present  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  of  the  arsenals  and  ships  of  war, 
armed  and  unarmed,  which  may  be  found  in  the  maritime  places  restored 
by  the  2nd  Article  of  the  said  Convention ;  it  is  agreed  that  the  said 
vessels  and  ships  of  war,  armed  and  unarmed,  together  with  the  naval 
ordnance  and  naval  stores,  and  all  materials  for  building  and  equipment, 
shall  bo  divided  between.  France  and  the  coimtries  where  the  said  places 
are  situated,  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds  for  France,  and  one-third  for 
the  Power  to  whom  the  said  places  shall  belong.  The  ships  and  vessels  on 
the  stocks,  which  shall  not  be  launched  within  six  weeks  after  the  signature 
of  the  present  Treaty,  shall  be  considered  as  materials,  and  after  being 
broken  up  shall  be,  as  such,  divided  in  the  same  proportions. 

Commissioners  shall  be  named  on  both  sides  to  settle  the  division  and 
draw  up  a  statement  of  the  same,  and  passports  or  safe  conducts  shall  be 
granted  by  the  Allied  Powers  for  tlie  purpose  of  securing  the  return  into 
France  of  the  workmen,  seamen,  and  others  in  the  employment  of  France. 

The  vessels  and  arsenals  existing  in  the  maritime  places  which  were 
already  in  the  power  of  the  Allies  before  the  23rd  April,  and  the  vessels 
and  arsenals  which  belonged  to  Holland,  and  especially  the  fleet  in  the 
Texel,  are  not  comprised  in  the  above  stipulations. 

The  French  Government  engages  to  withdraw,  or  to  cause  to  be  sold, 
every  thing  which  shall  belong  to  it  by  the  above  stipulations  within 
the  space  of  three  months  aft«r  the  division  shall  have  been  carried  into 
effect. 

Antwerp  shall  for  the  future  be  solely  a  commercial  port. 

Abticle  XVI, 

The  High  Contracting  Parties,  desirous  to  bury  in  entire  oblivion  the 
dissensions  which  have  agitated  Europe,  declare  and  promise  that  no 
individual,  of  whatever  rank  or  condition  he  may  be,  in  the  countries 
restored  and  ceded  by  the  present  Treaty,  shall  be  prosecuted,  disturbed,  or 
molested,  in  his  person  or  property,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  either 
on  account  of  his  conduct  or  political  opinions,  his  attachment  either  to 
any  of  the  contracting  parties,  or  to  any  government  which  has  ceased  to 
exist,  or  for  any  other  reason,  except  for  debts  contracted  towards  indi- 
viduals, or  acts  posterior  to  the  date  of  the  present  Treaty. 

Abticle  XVII. 

The  native  inhabitants  and  aliens,  of  whatever  nation  or  condition  they 
may  be,  in  those  countries  which  are  to  change  Sovereigns,  as  well  in 
virtue  of  the  present  Treaty  as  of  the  subsequent  arrangements  to  which  it 
may  give  rise,  shall  be  allowed  a  period  of  six  years,  reckoning  from  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  their  property, 
if  they  think  fit,  whether  it  be  acquired  before  or  during  the  present  war  ; 
and  retiring  to  whatever  country  they  may  choose, 
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Article  XVIII. 

The  Allied  Powers,  desiring  to  offer  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  a  new 
proof  of  their  anxiety  to  arrest,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  the  bad  consequences 
of  the  disastrous  epoch  fortunately  terminated  by  the  present  peace, 
renounce  all  the  sums  which  their  governments  claim  from  France,  whether 
on  account  of  contracts,  supplies,  or  any  other  advances  whatsoever  to  the 
French  Government,  during  the  different  wars  which  have  taken  place 
since  1792. 

His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  on  his  jvart,  renounces  every  claim  which 
he  might  bring  forward  against  the  Allied  Powers  on  the  same  grounds. 
In  execution  of  this  article,  the  High  Contracting  Parties  engage  reciprocally 
to  deliver  up  all  j  titles,  obligations,  and  documents  which  relate  to  the 
debts  they  may  have  mutually  cancelled. 

Article  XIX. 

The  French  Government  engages  to  liquidate  and  pay  all  debts  it  may 
be  found  to  owe  in  countries  beyond  its  own  territory,  on  account  of  con- 
tracts or  other  formal  engagements  between  individuals  or  private 
establishments  and  the  French  authorities,  as  well  for  supplies  as  in 
satisfaction  of  legal  engagements. 

Article  XX. 

The  High  Contracting  Parties,  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  present  Treaty,  shall  name  commissioners  to  direct  and 
superintend  the  execution  of  the  whole  of  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
18th  and  19th  Articles,  lliese  commissioners  shall  undertake  the  exami- 
nation of  the  claims  referred  to  in  the  preceding  articles,  the  liquidation  of 
the  sums  claimed,  and  the  consideration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  French 
Government  may  propose  to  pay  them.  They  shall  also  be  charged  with 
the  delivery  of  the  titles,  bonds,  and  the  documents  relating  to  the  debts 
which  the  High  Contracting  Parties  mutually  cancel,  so  that  the  approval 
of  the  result  of  their  labours  shall  complete  that  reciprocal  renunciation. 

Article  XXI. 

The  debts  which  in  their  origin  were  specially  mortgaged  ujwn  the 
countries  no  longer  belonging  to  France,  or  were  contracted  for  the  support 
of  their  internal  administration,  shall  remain  at  the  charge  of  the  said 
countries.  Such  of  those  debts  as  have  been  converted  into  inscriptions  in 
the  great  book  of  the  public  debt  of  France  shall  accordingly  be  accounted 
for  with  the  French  Government  after  the  22nd  of  December,  1813. 

The  deeds  of  all  those  debts  which  have  been  prepared  for  inscription, 
and  have  not  yet  been  entered,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  governments  of  the 
respective  countries.  The  statement  of  all  these  debts  shall  be  drawn  up 
and  settled  by  a  joint  commission. 

Article  XXII. 

The  French  Government  shall  remain  charged  with  the  reimbursement 
of  all  sums  pai«l  by  the  subjects  of  the  said  coimtries  into  the  French 
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coffers,  whether  under  the  denomination  of  surety,  deposit,  or  consign- 
ment. 

In  like  manner  all  French  subjects,  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
said  countries,  who  have  paid  sums  under  the  denomination  of  surety, 
deposit,  or  consignment,  into  their  respective  territories,  shall  be  faithfully 
reimbursed. 

Abticle  XXIII. 

The  functionaries  holding  situations  requiring  securities,  who  arc  not 
charged  with  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  shall  be  reimbursed  at  Paris 
with  the  interest,  by  fifths  and  by  the  year,  dating  from  the  signature  of 
the  present  Treaty.  With  respect  to  those  who  are  accountable,  this  re- 
imbursement shall  commence,  at  the  latest,  six  months  after  the  presen- 
tation of  their  accounts,  except  only  in  cases  of  malversation.  A  copy  of 
the  last  account  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  government  of  their  countries, 
to  servo  for  their  information  and  guidance. 

Article  XXIV. 

The  judicial  deposits  and  consignments  upon  the  caisse  d'amortissement 
in  the  execution  of  the  law  of  28  Nivose,  year  13  (18th  January,  1805), 
and  which  belong  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  France  ceases  to 
possess,  shall,  within  the  space  of  one  year  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  present  Treaty,  be  plaoed  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  of 
the  said  countries,  with  the  exception  of  those  deposits  and  consignments 
interesting  French  subjects,  which  last  will  remain  in  the  caisse  d^amor^ 
tissement,  and  will  only  be  given  up  on  the  production  of  the  vouchers 
resulting  from  the  decisions  of  competent  authorities. 

Article  XXV. 

The  funds  deposited  by  the  corporations  and  public  establishments  in  the 
ca%88€  de  service  and  in  the  caisse  d amort issement,  or  other  caisse^  of  the 
French  Government,  shall  be  reimbursed  by  fifths,  payable  from  year  to 
year,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  the  present  Treaty ;  deducting  the 
advances  which  have  taken  place,  and  subject  to  such  regular  charges  as 
may  have  been  brought  forward  against  these  funds  by  the  creditors  of  the 
said  corporations,  and  the  said  public  establishments. 

Article  XXVI. 

From  the  1st  day  of  January,  1814,  the  French  Government  shall  cease 
to  be  charged  with  the  payment  of  pensions,  civil,  military,  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal, pensions  for  retirement,  and  allowances  for  reduction,  to  any  individual 
who  shall  cease  to  bo  a  French  subject. 

Article  XXVII. 

National  domains  acquired  for  valuable  considerations  by  French  subjects 
in  the  late  departments  of  Belgium,  and  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and 
the  Alps  beyond  the  ancient  limits  of  France,  and  which  now  cease  to 
belong  to  her,  shall  be  guaranteed  to  the  purchasers. 
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Abticle  XXVIU. 

The  abolition  of  the  droits  d  Auhainey  de  Detraction,  and  other  duties  of 
the  same  nature,  in  the  countries  which  have  reciprocally  made  that 
stipulation  with  France,  or  which  have  been  formerly  incorporated,  shall  be 
expressly  maintained. 

Article  XXIX. 

The  French  Government  engages  to  restore  all  bonds  and  other  deeds 
which  may  have  been  seized  in  the  provinces  occupied  by  the  French 
armies  or  administrations  ;  and  in  cases  where  such  restitution  cannot  be 
effected,  these  bonds  and  deeds  become  and  continue  void. 

Article  XXX. 

The  sums  which  shall  be  due  for  all  works  of  public  utility  not  yet 
finished,  or  finished  after  the  31st  of  December,  1812,  whether  on  the  Rhino 
or  in  the  departments  detached  from  France  by  the  present  Treaty,  shall 
bo  placed  to  the  account  of  the  future  possessors  of  the  territory,  and  shall 
be  paid  by  the  commission  charged  with  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  that 
country. 

Article  XXXI. 

All  archives,  maps,  plans,  and  documents  whatever,  belonging  to  the 
ceded  countries,  or  respecting  their  administration,  shall  be  faithfully  given 
up  at  the  same  time  with  the  said  countries ;  or  if  that  should  be  impos- 
sible, within  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months  after  the  cession  of  the 
countries  themselves. 

This  stipulation  applies  to  the  archives,  maps,  and  plans  which  may 
have  been  carried  away  from  the  countries  during  their  temporary  occupa- 
tion by  the  different  armies. 

Article  XXXII. 

All  the  powers  engaged  on  either  side  in  the  present  war  shall,  within 
the  space  of  two  months,  send  Plenipotentiaries  to  Vienna,  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  in  general  Congress  the  arrangements  which  are  to  complete 
the  provisions  of  the  present  Treaty. 

Article  XXXIII. 

The  present  Treaty  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  bo  ex- 
changed, within  the  period  of  fifteen  days,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  and 
afiixed  to  it  the  seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  Paris  the  thirtieth  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

(L.  S.)     CaSTLEREAGH.  (L.  S.)      Le  PrIKCB  de  BfiN^VENT, 

(L.  S.)  Aberdeen. 
(L.  S.)  Cathcart. 
(L.  S.)  Charles  Stewart,  Lieut.-Gen. 
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ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

Articlb  I. 

His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  concurring  without  reserve  in  the  sentiments 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty  with  respect  to  a  description  of  traffic  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  natural  justice  and  of  the  enlightened  age  in  which  we 
live,  engages  to  unite  all  his  efforts  to  those  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  at 
the  approaching  Congress,  to  induoe  all  the  Powers  of  Christendom  to 
decree  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  so  that  the  said  trade  shall  cease 
universally,  as  it  shall  cease  definitively,  under  any  circumstances,  on  the 
part  of  the  French  Government,  in  the  course  of  five  years ;  and  that 
during  the  said  period  no  slave  merchant  shall  import  or  sell  slaves 
except  in  the  Colonies  of  the  State  of  which  he  is  a  subject. 

Abtiolb  U. 

The  British  and  French  Governments  shall  name,  without  delay,  Com- 
missioners to  liquidate  the  accounts  of  their  respective  expenses  for  the 
maintenance  of  prisoners  of  war,  in  order  to  determine  the  manner  of 
paying  the  balance  which  shall  appear  in  favour  of  the  one  or  the  other  of 
the  two  Powers, 

Abtiolb  III. 

The  respective  prisoners  of  war,  before  their  departure  from  the  place  of 
their  detention,  shall  be  obliged  to  discharge  the  private  debts  they  may 
have  contracted,  or  shall  at  least  give  sufficient  security  for  the  amoimt. 

Abtiolb  IV. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present  Treaty  of  Peace,  the 
sequesters  which  since  the  year  1792  (one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two)  may  have  been  laid  on  the  funds,  revenues,  debts,  or  any 
other  effects  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties  or  their  subjects,  shall  be 
taken  off. 

The  commissioners  mentioned  in  the  2nd  Article  shall  undertake  the 
examination  of  the  claims  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  upon  the 
French  Government  for  the  value  of  the  property,  moveable  or  immoveable, 
illegally  confiscated  by  the  French  authorities,  as  also  for  the  total  or 
partial  loss  of  their  debts  or  other  property  illegally  detained  under 
sequester  since  the  year  1792  (one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two). 

France  engages  to  act  towards  British  subjects  in  this  respect  in  the 
same  spirit  of  justice  which  the  French  subjects  have  experienced  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  desiring  to  concur  in  the  new  pledge 
which  the  Allied  Powers  have  given  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  of 
their  desire  to  obliterate  every  trace  of  that  disastrous  epocha  so  happily 
terminated  by  the  present  peace,  engages  on  his  part,  when  complete 
justice  shall  be  rendered  to  his  subjects,  to  renounce  the  whole  amount  of 
the  balance  which  shall  appear  in  his  favour  for  support  of  the  prisoners  of 
war,  so  thafe  the  ratification  of  the  reix)rt  of  the  above  commissioners,  and 
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the  discharge  of  the  sums  due  to  British  subjects,  as  well  as  the  restitution 
of  the  effects  which  shall  be  proved  to  belong  to  them,  shall  complete  the 
renunciation. 

Abticlb  V. 

The  two  High  Contracting  Parties,  desiring  to  establish  the  most 
friendly  relations  between  their  respective  subjects,  reserve  to  themselves, 
and  promise  to  come  to  a  mutual  understanding  and  arrangement,  as  soon 
as  possible,  upon  their  commercial  interests,  with  the  view  of  encouraging 
and  increasing  the  prosperity  of  their  respective  States. 

The  present  Additional  Articles  shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity 
as  if  they  were  inserted  word  for  word  in  the  Treaty  Patent  of  this  day. 
They  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged,  at  the  same 
time. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  and 
affixed  to  them  the  seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  himdred  and  fourteen. 

(L.  S.)      CaSTLEBEAOH.  (L.  S.)      Le  PbINCE  DE  BfiNfiVENT. 

(L.  S.)  Abebdeen. 
(L.  S.)  Cathcabt. 
(L.  S.)    Chablbb  Stewabt,  Licut.-Gen. 


Id^es  sur  ITmportance  Militaire  des  Cantons  du  Tebbitotbe  Beloique 
c^^s  ^  la  France  par  le  Traits  de  Paris  du  30  Mai,  1814.  Par  le 
Chevalier  Baron  de  Vauthier. 

Les  fronti^res  qui  s^parent  le  midi  de  la  Belgique  de  la  France  peuvent 
^tre  dlvis^es  en  trois  lignes  princi pales :  la  premifere  comprcnd  les  fronti^res 
de  la  province  de  Luxembourg  jusqu'k  la  Meuse  au  point  d'Hcrmeton ;  la 
deuxi^me  comprend  la  fronti^re  qui  sMtend  de  ce  dernier  endroit  jusqu'a  la 
Scarpe ;  la  troisifeme  part  de  cctte  riviere,  et  sVtend  jusqu'k  la  mer. 

La  place  de  Luxembourg  flanque  I'extrdme  gauche  de  cette  premiere 
ligne,  dont  le  front  est  convert  par  Timportante  place  de  Bouillon  (on  sup 
pose  ici  que  le  duch^  entrera  dans  le  syst^me  politique  des  Pays  Bas),  par 
la  Semoy,  et  la  chalne  bois^  des  Ardennes. 

Cette  ligne,  qui  a  un  d^veloppement  de  35  k  40  lieues,  n'est  accessible 
que  par  deux  points,  vers  Bouillon  par  son  centre,  par  Givet  vers  son  ex- 
treme droite.  Les  superbes  positions  de  Bouillon  et  de  Mesnil  St.  Blaise, 
en  avant  de  Falmagne,  dans  le  canton  de  Beauraing,  peuvent,  dtant  occupies 
par  de  l^ers  corps  de  troupes  r^guli6res  ou  de  milice,  mettre  tons  les  pays 
Beiges  de  la  rive  droite  de  la  Meuse  k  Tabri  d*une  invasion  ennemie,  C'est 
Topinion  de  tous  les  militaires  instruits. 

La  cession  des  cantons  de  G^ine  et  de  Beauraing  k  la  France,  en  rom- 
pant  cette  premiere  ligne  vers  le  point  le  plus  essentiel  de  la  frontiferc,  et 
en  la  privant  des  positions  qui  formaient  scs  points  d*appui  vers  sa  droite, 
ainsi  que  de  la  route  militaire  de  Namur,  par  Dinant,  k  Luxembourg,  met  k 
ddcouvert  Tint^rieur  de  Liuxembourg  et  du  comt^  de  Namur,  et  toute  la 
basse  Meuse.    Cette  cession,  qui  procure  k  la  plaeo  de  Givet  un  rayon  mi- 
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litairo  formidable,  qui  pcrmet  maintenant  anx  plus  grandes  masses  d6- 
boucbant  par  cette  importante  tdte  de  ddBld  de  se  deploy er  avec  avantage, 
met  au  pouvoir  de  la  France  les  bauteurs  dominantes  de  Dinant,  lo  cours 
de  la  Lesse,  et  Timmense  plateau  cscarpd  rcuferm^  entro  cette  riviere  et  la 
Mcuse,  position  dminemmcnt  forte  et  mena9ante,  d'oti  une  armdo  ennemie 
peut,  en  se  portant  par  la  valMc  qui  commence  k  Beauraing,  et  qui  s*^tend 
du  nord  au  nord-est  h  travers  la  Faniene  et  le  Condroz,  interccpter  k  Ciney 
la  vieille  route  de  Namur  par  Marclie  h  Luxembourg,  et  occuper  les  som- 
mitcs  et  lo  versant  oriental  de  la  chatne  des  moutagnes  qui  longent  la 
Mouse  depuis  Dinant  jusqu^k  Liege,  et  invcstir  facilement  par  les  deux  rives 
de  ce  fleuvc  la  place  de  Namur.  C'cst  dans  ccs  belles  ix>sitions  de  la  Lesse, 
qui  peuveut  servir  dans  toutes  les  bypotbeses  de  guerre,  qu'une  poignee 
d'Autricbiens  a  contenu  en  1789  tons  les  efforts  de  Tarmde  entiere  dcs 
insurgds  Beiges,  qui  voulait  se  porter  sur  Luxembourg. 

Les  immenses  avantages  que  procure  k  la  France  Tacquisition  de  ces  con- 
tr^es,  et  qui  lui  fiermet,  en  cas  de  guerre,  de  porter  le  centre  de  gravity  de 
ses  forces  agissantes  sur  un  point  objectif  plac^  au  centre  de  nos  princii)ales 
provinces,  s*ils  eussent  4t4  bien  connus/  auroient  engag^  les  grandes  puis- 
sances aUi^es,  qui  stipuloient  dans  Tintoret  du  Prince  futur  des  Pays  Bas  k 
resserrer  plutot  qu'k  agrandir  le  rayon  militaire  de  la  place  de  Givet-Charle- 
mont,  ou  au  moins  knous  laisser  nos  anciennes  jiositionsde  ce  cdtd,  qui  nous 
mettraient  a  mdme  de  suivre  de  YM  et  d*arrdter  tons  les  mouvemens 
ennemis  qui  auroient  p^  s'effectuer  vers  ce  point.  C'^toit  pour  contenir 
les  armies  Fran^aises,  qui  dans  toutes  les  guerres  des  Pays  Bas  faisaient 
par  les  gorges  de  Rocroy  et  de  Fumay  des  incursions  dans  le  comtd  de 
Namur  et  le  pays  de  Li^ge,  que  Charles  Quint  fit  construire  les  places  de 
Cbarlemont*  et  de  Pbilippeville,  places  qui  forment  une  barrifere  qu*on  aurait 
dA  conserver.  C*^tait  les  vues  de  ce  Prince  qu'il  fallait  suivre  en  combinant 
dans  le  traits  de  Paris  le  systeme  des  limites  des  deux  ^tats. 

La  seconde  ligne,  qui  s*etend  de  la  Mouse  a  la  Scarpe,  est  coup^  en  dif- 
fdrens  sens  par  la  Sambre,  les  petites  rividres  d'Hermeton,  d'lves,  d'Eau, 
d*Heure,  de  Biemell,  et  par  les  cbaines  bois^es  qui  se  prolongcnt  parall^le- 
ment  au  cours  de  ces  rivieres  jusqu'a  leur  confluent  dans  la  Sambre  ou  dans 
la  Mouse,  des  forets  profondes,  les  rivieres  encaiss^es  de  'J'bur,  de  Beau- 
mont, des  mamelons  formidables,  les  places  de  Beaumont  et  de  Merbes  le 
Chateau,  position  centrale  et  dominante,  qui,  situ^e  sur  la  Sambre  au  con- 
fluent de  trois  rivi6res,  commando  les  grandes  routes  de  Beaumont  a  Mons, 
de  Beaumont  a  Bincbe  et  a  Cbarleroi,  couvrant  le  front  de  cette  seconde 
ligne,  qui  a  sa  gauche  appuy^e  a  des  bauteurs  inaccessibles,  et  couronn^ 
de  fordts,  et  sa  droite  flanqu^  jmr  la  place  de  Mons. 

Cette  seconde  division  de  nos  frontiferes  a  derrifere  elle  le  point  d'em- 
brancbement  des  routes  militaires  de  Beaumont  et  Brunehault,  dont  la  pre- 
miere conduit  a  Mons  et  la  seconde  k  Maestricbt,t  la  ligne  secondaire  de  la 
Sambre  Belgique,  le  d^fiM  de  Bouvignes,  et  la  place  de  Walcourt,  qui  offre 

*  Dans  les  n^gociations  qui  euront  lieu  en  1558  et  1559,  et  qui  pr^parerent 
la  paix  des  Pyr^ndes,  le  Cardinal  Mazarin  offrit  de  rendre  Thionville,  d*Am- 
villiers,  et  Montmedy  pour  Charlemont  Mais  on  ne  fut  point  d'avis  en 
Esjiagne  de  donner  Charlemont  au  Roi  pour  ces  trois  places  ;  le  Marquis  de 
les  Balbazes  ayant  soutenu  quo  cette  place  valoit  seule  une  province. 

t  La  majeure  partie  des  forets  sont  ddpendantes  du  domaine  de  TEtat. 
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une  position  importante  et  interm^iaire  entrc  la  tdtc  de  ce  d6f\\6  ct  cetto 
derni^re  ligne.  Cette  place,  situee  sur  une  dldvation  an,  confluent  des 
rivieres  d'Heure  et  d'lves,  qui  coulent  sur  un  fond  mar^cageux,  pent  6tre 
fortifi^  a  pen  de  frais,  et  serait  d*un  grand  poids  dans  le  syst^me  general 
de  defense.  Elle  pourrait  devenir,  avec  Beaumont,  dont  on  pent  ^galement 
relever  les  fortifications,  place  de  premiere  ligne,  et  on  pourrait  s'en  servir 
oomme  bases  d'op^rations  offensives,  et  k  observer  les  gamisons  de  Philippc- 
ville  et  de  Givet. 

L*accroissement  de  territoire  que  Ton  a  donnd  ala  France  sur  ce  point,  et 
qui  consiste  dans  les  cantons  de  Dour,  Merbes  le  Ch&tcau,  Chimay,  Beau- 
mont, Waloourt,  et  Florenne,  d^truit  vers  le  centre  comme  on  voit  Tcn- 
semble  de  notre  ligne  generate  de  1792. 

L'agglomdration  de  ces  cantons  h  Tancicnne  frontidre  de  France,  ct  qui 
enricbit  cette  puissance  de  la  majeure  partie  de  nos  forets,*  et  de  toutcs  nos 
principales  ricbesses  min^rales,  en  donnaut  a  la  frontiere  de  ce  c6td  une 
forme  saillante  vers  le  confluent  de  la  Sambro  ct  de  la  Mcuse,  ne  nous  laisse 
pas  une  seule  position  sur  la  ligne  de  la  Sambre  qui  ne  puisse  Stre  tourn^e. 
Maitresse  de  toutes  les  gorges  et  des  bauteurs  dominantes  de  Tcutro  Sambre 
et  Meuse,  et  de  Merbes  le  Ch&teau,  dont  la  conservation  couta  tant  de  sang 
en  1794,  une  arm^e  ennemie  aurait  Timmcnse  avantago,  en  d^boucbant  par 
ce  dernier  endroit,  par  un  mouvement  de  flanc  sur  Bincbe  et  Fontaine 
I'Ev^ue  de  prendre  k  revers  la  cbaine  des  positions  de  la  Sambre,  et  mcttre 
I'arm^  qui  y  serait  renferm^e  dans  la  triste  alternative  de  combattro  dans 
une  situation  d^avantageuse  et  d^esp^r^e,  ou  de  se  retirer,en  abandonnant 
les  places  de  Cbarleroi  et  de  Namur,  qui,  isoldes  dans  un  angle  rentrant,  et 
par  leur  d^faut  de  liaison  kun  syst^me  g^n^ral,  seroient  facilcment  investies, 
et  ajouteraient  par  leur  chute  certaino  au  systdme  des  forces  offensives  de 
I'ennemi. 

Le  point  ddcisif  ou  d'attaquc  de  notre  ligne  de  defense  territoriale  do 
1792  considdrde  comme  ligne  d*opdrations  est  plac^  au  centre  de  cette  ligne. 
Quelquesoit  la  nature  des  guerres  que  les  Pays  Bas  auront  a  soutcnir  centre 
la  France,  ce  point  ne  variera  pas  depuis  IVpoque  du  traitddcs  Vyriuias.  Ce 
fut  sur  ce  centre  que  les  puissances  belligdrantes  port^rent  constamment 
leurs  masses  pour  ddfendre  ou  envabir  la  Belgique.  Les  campagnes  de 
Mens,  les  rives  de  la  Sambre,  les  champs  trop  fameux  de  Fleurus  virent 
dans  toutes  les  guerres  s'accomplir  les  destins  dea  Pays  Bas  Catholiques. 
Cette  importante  vdrit^  est  attest^  par  les  r^sultats  des  batailles  de  Rocroy, 
de  Bossut,  de  Malpla«.iuet,  de  Watignies,  de  Steinkerque,  de  Senef,  de 
Jemmapes,  de  Merbes  le  Chateau,  et  de  Fleurus.  L'bistoire  militaire  de 
oes  diff^rentes  dpoques  d^montre  a  Tdvidence  que  la  scconde  division  de  nos 
anciennes  fronti^res  forme  le  boulevard  imposant  et  naturel  de  la  Belgique, 
qui  est  k  ce  dernier  pays  ce  que  le  Tyrol  est  k  TAutriche  du  cot^  de 
ITtalie. 

Le  traitd  de  Paris,  qui  met  la  France  en  possession  de  ce  boulevard  bas- 
tionnd,  ne  laisse  plus  a  cette  puissance  aucun  obstacle  a  surmonter  pour 
arriver  jusqu'au  centre  du  Brabant  et  de  la  Flandre.  "  Cest  de  la  position 
de  cett«  ligne,"  dit  Jomini,  dans  son  Traits  des  Grandes  Operations  de  la 

*  La  liaute  tactiquo  tiro  un  grand  parti  de  la  direction  des  routes  dans  les 
operations  offcusivcH.  Le  secret  de  la  guerre,  diaoit  Napoleon,  est  duns  le 
secret  des  communications. 
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Guerre, "  que  depend  la  conqufite  des  Pays  Bas.' *  Et  il  ajoutc,  **  Le  G^n^ral 
Pichegru  commettoit  une  grande  faute,  ct  agissait  contre  les  vrais  principes, 
en  se  portant  dans  le  coeur  de  la  Flandre,  oh  il  s'aventurait,  n*dtant  pas 
maitre  des  points  de  Beaumont  et  de  la  Sambre."  Aussi  voyons  nous  tou- 
jours  les  arm^  Fran9aises  partir  de  Valenciennes  et  de  Maubeuge,  et 
porter  successivement  leur  point  objectif  sur  Mons,  Li^e,  et  le  coeur  de  la 
Belgique. 

C'^toit  pour  completer  ses  moyens  d'invasion  des  Pays  Bas  que 
Louis  XrV.  fit  plusieurs  tentatives  pour  s'emparer  des  terres  de  Beaumont 
et  de  Chimay,  par  oh  il  craignoit  qu'on  ne  lui  ferma  le  passage  en  ^tablis- 
sant  surce  point  des  places  fortes ;  mais  le  Minist^re  d*Autriche,  qui  encon- 
naissait  toute  I'importance,  pr^f^ra,  dans  la  n^cessit^  oh  ^tait  cette  puissance 
de  faire  des  concessions  territoriales  k  la  France,  lui  c^er  dans  la  Flandre 
d'autres  parties  de  territoire.  C'est  dans  les  vues  constantes  de  ce  syst^me 
que  ce  monarque,  ennemi  de  notre  repos,  ne  pouvant  acqu^rir  les  places  de 
Beaumont  et  de  Binche,  profita  de  ses  succ^  pour  les  faire  d^manteler. 

Cette  ligne,  oh  Tinfluence  des  positions  balan9ait  Tinfluence  du  syst^c 
gdn^ral  des  places  fortes  de  France,  ne  nous  ^tait  pas  seulement  avau- 
tageuse  sous  le  rapport  de  la  defensive.  Sa  direction  et  le  vuide  de  la  fron- 
ti^re  oppos^  comprise  entre  Cbarleville  et  Maubeuge  nous  donnaient 
I'avantage  de  p^ndtrer  par  ce  point  vers  le  centre  de  la  Champagne,  et  de 
prendre  k  revers  les  gorges  de  la  Haute  Meuse,  et  une  partie  de  la  ligne  dc 
Vauban.  La  preuve  en  est  r^cente.  C'est  en  prenant  la  direction  de  Beau- 
mont et  d'Avesnes  que  les  aim^  allies  sous  le  commandement  de  Biilow 
et  de  Winzingerode  se  sont  port^s  k  Laon,  Soissons,  et  Bheims,  oh  ils 
n'auroient  pu  parvenir  par  d'autres  points  de  cette  fronti^re  sans  entre- 
prendre  des  sidges.  A  I'appui  de  cette  preuve,  je  pourrais  encore  citer  Fopinion 
des  gdn6raux  instruits  qui  ont  6crit  sur  les  dvdnemens  militaires  des  cani- 
pagnes  de  la  Revolution :  tons  sont  d*avis  que  si  les  armdes  allides  se  furcnt 
dirigds  dans  la  campagne  de  1792  des  points  de  Bouillon  ct  dc  Beaumont* 
par  des  mouvemens  concentriques  sur  Kheims  et  I'Oise,  elles  eussent  ndces- 
sairement  obtenu  des  rdsultats  ddcisifs. 

La  France,  qui  suit  avec  persdvdrance  les  vues  de  Richelieu  et  de 
Ix)uis  XIY.,  et  instruite  par  I'exp^rience  des  demi^res  guerres,  sentira  sans 
doute  la  ndoessitd  de  se  donner  de  nouvelles  places  de  guerre  au  milieu  des 
belles  positions  qu'elle  vient  d'acqudrir,  et  qui  sont  une  addition  consi- 
derable k  sa  force  rdelle,  et  fortifiera  probablement  Beaumont  et  Merbes  le 
Chftteau.    EUe  s'est  rSservde  ce  droit  par  le  traitd  de  Paris. 

Ces  considerations  gdndrales,  que  je  n'dtendrai  pas  au  delk  de  mon  objet, 
fait  scntir  toute  Pimportance  qu'on  devait  attacber  k  la  conservation  des  buit 
cantons  Beiges,  en  mdme  tems  qu'elles  expliquent  le  motif  de  TinterSt  que  la 
France  a  mise  k  les  acqudrir :  on  doit  les  recouvrer  k  tout  prix,  ou  sans  cela 
point  de  sCueU  pour  PEtat.  Au  ddbut  de  cbaque  guerre  nous  serous  tou- 
jours  dans  la  ndcessitd,  dtant  privds  de  nos  positions  centrales,  de  combattre 
en  rase  campagne  contre  les  forces  supdrieures  de  I'ennemi.  Je  prdvois  I'ob- 
jectiou,  mais  les  armdes  Fran^aises  sont  en  quelque  sorte  sur  le  champ  de 
bataille,  et  dans  ce  cas,  ne  pouvant  recevoir  k  temps  les  secours  que  peuvent 
nous  promettrc  lo  syst^me  politique  dc  I'Europe,  nous  devious  toujours  en- 

*  Les  Fra!i9ais  sentent  depuia  longtems  la  fSublesso  dc  ce  ^int  important 
de  ses  fronti^res. 
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gager  la  latte  avec  nos  seules  forces.  L*int^ret  de  Tdtat  cxige  done  quo 
nous  ayoDS  un  syflt^me  de  fronti^res  fortement  combiDd,  qm  par  sa  force 
d'inertie  puisse  nous  mettrekmSmede  maintenir,  en  attendant  Tarrivde  des 
seoours  Strangers,  le  centre  d'action  gdndral  dans  la  zone  de  nos  fronti^res  ; 
mais  nous  ne  pourrons  etablir  ce  syst^roe  si  on  ne  nous  restitue  ce  qui  nous  a 
^t^  enlevd  par  le  traits  de  Paris.  Car  oh  est  le  moyen  de  re'sister  avec  le 
secours  de  notre  ligne  actuelle,  si  la  France,  en  mdme  terns  qu*elle  nous 
oppo6erait  a  la  gauche  de  sa  ligne  d*op^rations  la  resistance  stationnaire  et 
immuable  de  ces  places  fortes,  nous  attaquoit  avec  toutes  ses  forces  actives 
stir  notre  centre,  oh  il  ne  nous  reste  plus  une  seule  position  tenable  ? 

Mais  que  les  secours  que  nous  assure  pour  notre  defense  le  systdme 
Europden  ne  nous  fasses  pas  ndgliger  I'occasion  de  recouvrer  ce  que  nous 
avons  perdu.  Notre  commerce,  notre  Industrie,  et  par  dessus  tout  notre 
siiret^  y  sont  li^s.  Nous  devons  Stre  forts  par  nous-mdme,  et  compter 
subsidiairement  sur  les  alliances  qui  peuvent  dtre  neutralist  par  des  di- 
versions etrang^res  suscit^es  par  Tenncmi.  Les  suites  du  traits  de  la  triple 
alliance  prouvent  la  justice  de  cette  remarque.  Ce  traits  apportait  des 
obstacles  auz  projets  ambitieux  de  Louis  XIV. ;  il  Tattaqua  par  la  voie  des 
n^gociations,  et  le  rompit,  et  entra  eusuite  dans  la  Belgique,  dont  il  s' em- 
para  presque  sans  coup  f^rir.     Victoria  fuit  introisse! 

Respectfully  presented  by 

His  Grace's  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

De  Bouillon* 


Nominal  Eetufn  of  OeneraJ  and  other  Staff  Officers  who  have  embarked 

in  the  American  Expedition, 

Bordeaux,  6th  June,  1814. 
let  Brigade. 

Major-General  Kempt.  Lieutenant  Hon.  Charles  Gore,  43rd  Regiments 
Aido-de-Camp.  Major  Campbell,  94th  Regiment,  Brigade  Major.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tryon,  88th  Regiment,  Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL  Captain  Du- 
maresq,  9th  Regiment,  Deputy  Assistant  Q.  M.  G.  Assistant  Commissary- 
Gfeneral  James  Laidley.  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary-General  Thomas  Hill. 
Dr.  Erly,  Acting  Deputy  Inspector  of  Hospitals.  Surgeon  Caldwell,  Staff 
Surgeon.  Mr.  Hoatson,  Hospital  Assistant.  Mr.  Haggarty,  Hospital  Assistant. 
Mr.  Reudall,  Assistant  Staff  Surgeon.  Rev.  J.  Mills,  Chaplain  to  the  Forces. 
Serjeant  Stanway,  Assistant  Provost  Marshal. 

2nd  Brigade, 

Major*Greneral  Power.  Lieutenant  Peacocke,  55th  Regiment,  Aide-de-camp. 
Major  Sparrow,  61st  Regiment,  Brigade-Major.  Major  Montgomery,  50th  Re- 
giment, Assistant  Quartermaster-General.  Deputy-Assistant  Commissary- 
General  Wybault.  Surgeon  Widmore,  Staff  Surgeon.  Mr.  Stewart,  Hospital 
Assistant.  Mr.  Cousins,  Hospital  Assistant.  Mr.  Beyer,  Hospital  Assistant. 
Rev.  G^rgo  Jonkins»  Chaplain.  Serjeant  Brooks,  7th  Fusiliers,  Assistant  Pro- 
vost Marshal. 

3rd  Brigade, 

Major-General  Ross.  Captain .  Falls,  20th  Regiment,  Aide-de-camp.  Cap- 
tain Henry  George  Smith,  95th  Regiment,  Brigade  M^or.    Lieutenant  Evans 
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8rd  DiBgoons,  Doputy-Aasistant  Quartcrmaster-G^ncral.  Deputy-Assistant 
Commissary-General  Lawrence.  Surgeon  Baxter,  Staff  Surgeon.  Mr.  de 
Hueme,  Hospital  Assistant.  Mr.  Johnstone,  Hospital  Assistant  Rev. 
Gfeorge  Watson,  Chaplain.  Serjeant  Smith,  45th  Regiment,  Assistant  Provost 
Marshal. 

iih  Brigade, 

Major-General  Robinson.  Ensign  Robinson,  59th  Regiment,  Aide-do-camp. 
M^jor  Anwyl,  4th  Regiment,  Brigade  Major.  Major  Thorn,  3rd  Regiment, 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General.  Deputy-Assistant  Commissary-General 
Lemesurier.  Surgeon  McLeod,  Staff  Surgeon.  Mr.  Osborne,  Hospital  Assist- 
ant. Mr.  Clancey,  Hospital  Assistant.  Mr.  Clarke,  Hospital  Assistant.  Mr. 
Reid,  Apothecary.  Mr.  Soare,  Deputy  Puryeyor.  Serjeant  Johnstone,  9th  Re- 
giment, Assistant  Proyost  Marshal. 


Nominal  List  of  the  General  and  other  Staff  Officers  originally  ajppointed  to 
accompany  the  Expedition^  remaining  undisposed  of, 

Bordeaux,  6th  June,  1814. 

Lieutenant-Gkneral  Lord  Hill,  K.B.,  absent  in  England.  liieutenant-Gc- 
neral  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.B.,  proceeding  to  England.  Major-Gcneral  Barnes, 
absent  in  England.    Colonel  O'Callaghan.    Colonel  Eeane. 

Other  Staff  Officers, 

Lieut.-Colonel  Bouyerie,  Coldstream  Guards,  Deputy  Adjutant-General, 
absent  in  England.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Steven,  28th  Regiment,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General.  Major  During,  King's  German  Legion,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General.  Captain  Browne,  23rd  Royal  Welsh  FusiUors,  Deputy  Assistant 
Adjutant-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  Coldstream  Guards,  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
General,  absent  in  England.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Honourable  A.  Abercrom- 
bie,  28th  Regiment,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General.  Captain  Forrest,  3rd 
Regiment,  Deputy-Assistant  Quartermaster-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Goodman,  48th  Regiment,  Deputy  Judge  Advocate,  not 
yet  joined. 

Captain  Blair,  9l8t  Regiment,  Brigade  Major,  not  yet  joined.  Captain 
Wylly,  7th  Fusiliers,  Brigade  Major,  not  yet  joined.  Captain  Blakeney,  66th 
Regiment,  Brigade  Major.    Captain  Dansey,  Royal  Artillery,  Brigade  Major. 

J.  Mackenzie,  Deputy  Commissary-General.  James  Dobree,  Acting  Assist- 
ant Commissary-General.  Daniel  Kearney,  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary- 
General. 

John  Sage  Jesse,  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary  of  Accounts. 

Sir  James  Fellows,  Inspector  of  Hospitals,  not  yet  joined.  John  Robb, 
Esq.,  Deputy  Inspector  of  Hospitals.  Charles  Forbes,  Esq.,  Deputy  Inspector 
of  Hospitals,  not  yet  joined.  Adam  Neale,  Physician.  Edward  Keating,  Phy- 
sician. J.  McKenzie,  Physician.  William  Robson,  Physician,  not  yet  joined. 
Job  Dwyer,  Physician.  John  Wasdell,  Staff  Surgeon.  George  Beattie,  Staff 
Surgeon.  William  Spence,  Staff  Surgeon.  Henry  Forcade,  Staff  Surgeon. 
J.  Du  Moulin,  Staff  Surgeon.  John  Taborger,  Staff  Surgeon.  John  Carter, 
Apothecary.  Edward  Hodges,  Purveyor  to  the  Forces.  4  Deputy  Purveyors. 
1  Assistant  Staff  Surgeon.    6  Hospital  Assidtunts.     1  Hospital  Mate. 

Rev.  Dr.  Symons,  Chaplain,  not  yet  joined. 
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Serjeant  Partington,  45th  Regiment,  Assistant  Provost  Marshal.  Serjeant 
Lindsay,  71st  Regiment,  Assistant  Provost  Marshal.  Serjeant  Barber,  9th 
Begiment»  Assistant  Provost  Marshal. 

E.  Pakeniiam,  Adjutant-General. 

Stats  of  the  Troops  Embarked  under  the  Command  of  Major-Gencrals 

Kempt,  Robikson,  Ross,  and  Power. 

Head-quarters,  Bordeaux,  6th  June,  1814. 


Bojal  Artillery 

En^neers     

liajor-General  Kempt's  Bri-1 

^e / 

liajor  -  General    Robinson's  V 

]Brigade     / 

Major-Qeneral    Ross's    Bri-) 

^Eide I 

Migor-General  Power's  Bri-i 

gade fi 


Total 


OflBcera. 

Serjeant-*. 

Drummers. 

Rank 
and  File. 

32 
2 

27 

7 

10 
2 

919 
55 

146 

204 

73 

3,720 

130 

222 

79 

3,344 

112 

151 

50 

2,501 

145 

203 

77 

4,080 

576 

814 

291 

14,619 

Horsefl. 


369 


369 


E.  Pakenham. 


ITie  Right  Hon,  Sir  Henry  Wdlesley  to  Field  Marshil  tJie  Duke  of 

WdUiujton, 

My  DEAB  Arthur,  Madrid,  6th  June,  1814. 

I  saw  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos  yesterday,  when  he  had  not  received  your 
paper.  He  told  me  that  he  shall  be  prepared  to  converse  with  me  upon 
the  subject  of  our  last  conversation  in  a  very  short  time,  and  that  he  was 
above  all  things  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  putting  the  commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  in  the  Peninsula  upon  a  better  footing.  This 
looks  a  little  as  if  he  meant  to  avoid  the  other  questions.  We  shall  see 
what  effect  will  be  produced  upon  him  by  your  paper.  If  I  do  not  hear 
from  him  in  the  course  of  to-day,  I  shall  send  another  note  to  him  to- 
morrow. He  appeared  much  displeased  that  Feman  Nunez,  although  he 
had  been  detained  at  Paris  to  sign  the  peace,  was  not  present  at  any  of  the 
conferences,  and  he  counted  much  upon  Labrador's  reaching  Paris  before 
the  signature  of  the  treaty. 

A  courier  was  despatched  to  Paris  on  the  4th  at  night,  and  directed  to 
proceed  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

H.  Wblleslet. 


138  OBDERS  OF  ST.  GEORGE  AND  OF  THE  GOLDfiN  FLEECE. 

Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  Vie  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lobd,  War  Department,  8th  June,  1814. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  and  laying  before  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  your  Grace's  despatch,  No.  61,  of  the  18th  ultimo ; 
and  in  answer  I  am  oonmianded  to  convey  to  you  His  Royal  Highness's 
permission  for  your  Grace's  acceptance  of  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of 
St,  George,  which  has  been  conferred  upon  your  Grace  by  the  Emperor  of 

Russia. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient^  humble  servant, 

Bathubst. 


Sir  C  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Paria,  13th  June,  1814. 

I  have  been  &voured  with  your  letter  of  the  Slst  from  Madrid.  The 
accompanying  packets  were  immediately  forwarded  to  England. 

The  ratification  of  the  British  treaty  will  be  sent  away  to-day. 

Sweden  and  Portugal  having  already  acceded,  Spain  alone  remains, 
hitherto  separated  from  all  the  Powers  of  Europe! 

Though  the  appointment  of  M.  Labrador  is  alleged  to  be  the  motive  for 
not  renewing  the  full  power  the  Regency  had  given  to  Sefior  Feman 
Nufiez,  the  intimacy  of  the  Duke  de  San  Carlos  with  Talleyrand,  and  the 
extreme  anxiety  the  latter  has  manifested  to  avoid  anything  which  can  give 
umbrage  to  Spain  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation  with  Portugal,  I  think 
justify  the  suspicion  that  the  Bourbons  are  already  desirous  to  renew  their 
family  connexions  abroad,  and  that  the  first  diplomatic  attempt  to  re-esta- 
blish their  diplomatic  influence  will  be  apparent  in  Spain. 

I  enclose  a  letter  I  send  imder  flying  seal  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley  upon  this 
subject,  to  which  I  request  your  Lordship  will  pay  attention. 

The  Minister  of  the  Marine  has  withdrawn  the  refusal  of  his  house, 
which  he  had  already  given  me. 

I  am  now  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  refusal  of  the  Hdtel  Borghese, 
where  the  Emperor  of  Austria  was  lodged. 

Ever  faithfully  yours, 

0.  Stuart. 


lihe  King  of  Spain  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wetttngtoni 

MoN  BON  Cousin,  A  Madrid,  oe  15  JuiD,  1814. 

Ayant  4t6  inform^  que  mes  bons  fr^res  et  cousins,  Alexandre  I.,  Empe- 
reur  de  toutes  les  Russies,  Fr^d^ric  Guillaume  III.,  Roi  de  Prusse,  George 
Fr^^ric  Augnste,  Prince  de  Galles,  ont  pris  comme  un  singulier  honneur 
et  faveur  I'^ection  et  nomination  que  j'ai  fait  de  ces  personnes  pour  les 
associer  et  ranger  en  la  confraternity  et  amiable  compagnie  de  mon  Ordre 
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de  la  Toison  d'Or,  j'ai  r^lu  d'en  faire  dresser  commission  sur  vous  pour 
les  d^vrer  en  mon  nom  le  Collier  du  dit  Ordre,  et  en  ce  observer  les  cM- 
monies  aocoutum^,  en  conformity  des  instructions  ci-jointes.  Je  vous  en 
charge,  mon  bon  Cousin,  d'entendre  k  cett€  fonction  au  plus  tdt ;  et  jo  prie 
Dieu  qu'il  vous  ait  en  bonne  sant^  et  digne  garde. 

Votre  bon  Cousin, 

Fekdinakd. 

Jeak  Perez  Villaihl,  GrefBer  de  Tordre. 


The  Right  Eon,  Sir  Henry  WeUesley  to  Field  Mars?tal  the  Duke  of 

Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Abthub,  Madrid,  17th  June,  1814. 

I  have  sent  home  the  projet  of  a  Treaty,  such  as  it  is  possible  may  be 
accepted  here ;  but  finding  an  insuperable  objection  on  the  part  of  this 
government  to  entering  into  a  defensive  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  which 
might  hereafter  involve  Spain  in  wars  for  objects  wherein  she  was  not 
interested,  I  drew  up  the  Article  relative  to  the  assistance  which  we  were 
to  afford  to  Spain  in  the  event  of  her  being  invaded,  in  very  general  terms, 
as  you  will  see  in  the  projet,  which  will,  of  course,  be  communicated  to 
you.  I  have,  however,  presented  another  projet  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, omitting  all  the  passages  which  you  will  find  marked  with  inverted 
commas,  but  without  any  very  sanguine  hope  that  it  will  be  accepted. 
I  did  not  choose,  without  the  consent  of  the  British  government,  to  pledge 
Great  Britain  to  make  war  in  the  event  of  Spain  being  invaded,  without 
any  corresponding  pledge  on  the  part  of  Spain  supposing  war  to  be 
declared  against  Great  Britain ;  although  I  apprehend  that  if  Spain  were  to 
be  attacked,  it  would  be  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  defend  her. 

Things  are  going  on  here  de  mal  en  pire.  The  Duke  of  San  Carlos  is 
getting  very  unpopular,  and  I  think  he  will  find  it  necessary  to  resign  his 
ofBce  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  confine  himself  to  his  situation  about 
the  King's  person,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  intrigues  of  persons  who 
are  undeimining  him  in  the  King's  favour.  He  does  nothing  in  his  office, 
and  I  have  not  received  an  answer  to  any  one  note  I  have  addressed  to  him. 
He  lately  sent  a  circular  note,  without  a  signature,  to  assemble  the  Grandees. 
He  did  not  himself  attend  the  meeting,  so  that  no  one  knew  what  it  was  con- 
vened for ;  and  it  broke  up  after  Noodle^  Doodle^  and  Foodie  had  delivered 
their  sentiments ;  Doodle  having  used  some  impertinent  expressions  to  the 
Duke  del  Parque,  for  which  he  was  very  near  being  caned.  ITiis  is  literally 
what  passed  at  the  meeting,  and  you  may  imagine  what  a  ridicule  it  has 
thrown  upon  the  Grandees.  The  worst  of  all  this  is,  that  the  King,  with 
the  best  intentions,  is  involved  in  all  the  unpopularity  resulting  from  these 
proceedings.  I  see  every  day  more  reason  to  wish  myself  away,  and  I  hope 
that  Lord  Castlereagh  will  allow  me  to  come  away  as  soon  as  I  have 
brought  the  business  which  I  have  now  in  hand  to  some  kind  of  issue.  One 
of  the  things  which  most  distress  me  is  the  expense  of  this  embassy, 
which  is  at  least  double  the  allowances,  witliout  its  being  possible  for  me 
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to  lower  it ;  and,  as  I  told  you  here,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  govern- 
ment is  already  displeased  at  the  amount  of  my  expenses. 

Pray  use  your  endeavours  to  have  the  projet  sent  back  to  me  imme- 
diately, with  such  alterations  as  may  be  thought  necessary.  If  the  Spanish 
government  at^ree  to  the  projet  which  I  have  sent  to  them,  I  shall  feel  no 
hesitation  in  signing  the  Treaty  immediately,  because  it  would  be  all  for  our 
advantage.  It  would  be  right  likewise  that  government  should  determine, 
without  loss  of  time,  upon  the  extent  of  the  succours  in  money  which  they 
may  be  disposed  to  give  to  Spain :  at  present  there  is  not  a  fartliing  in  the 
treasury,  and  everybody  crying  out  for  money. 

Everybody  is  against  an  alliance  with  France,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Duke  of  San  Carlos  would  dare  to  venture  upon  it,  even  if  he  were  to 
decline  ours.  I  believe  that  the  proclamation  for  assembling  the  Cortes 
will  very  soon  bo  issued. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

H.  Wellbslet. 

I  have  enclosed  you  a  copy  of  the  projet.  The  article  relative  to  the 
Slave-trade  will  certainly  not  be  admitted  in  its  present  state  ;  but  I  hope 
to  get  it  admitted  in  another  shape :  that  is,  I  mean  to  try  if  they  will 
agree  to  the  gradual  abolition,  and  to  prohibiting  the  King  of  Sjmin's  sub- 
jects from  assisting  the  English  in  this  traffic. 

[Enclobxjbe.] 

Projet. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  His  Maj^y  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  being  equally  animated  by 
a  desire  to  strengthen  and  perpetuate  the  union  and  alliance  which  have  been 
the  principal  moans  of  re-establishing  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  of 
restoring  peace  to  the  world,  "  and  in  order  to  provide  for  the  future  tran- 
quillity and  security  of  their  respective  States,**  have  named  , 
who,  having  communicated  their  respective  powers,  have  agreed  to  and  con- 
cluded the  following  Articles  : — 

Abt.  I. 

There  shall  in  ftitnre  bo  a  strict  and  intimate  "  defensive  "  alliance  between 
His  Catholic  Majesty  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  their  heirs  and  successors ;  and  in  consequence  of 
this  intimate  union,  the  High  Contracting  Parties  shall  endeavour  to  forward 
by  all  possible  means  their  respective  interests. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  His  Catholic  Majesty  declare,  however,  that  in 
drawing  closer  the  ties  so  happily  subsisting  between  them,  their  object  is  by 
no  means  to  injure  any  other  States. 

Art.  n. 

**  One  of  the  principal  objects  of  this  Treaty  being  to  provide  for  the  future 
security  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  dominions  in  the  Peninsula,  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  engages,  in 
the  event  of  the  invasion  of  Spain  by  any  foreign  power,  to  furnish  in  aid  of 
his  Ally  such  aasistanoe  as  circumstances  may  admit  of.*' 
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Art.  m. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  engages  "  on  his  part  *'  not 
to  enter  into  any  engagement  with  France  of  the  nature  of  that  known  under 
the  denomination  of  the  Family  Compact,  nor  to  bind  himself  by  any  ties 
whatever  beyond  those  usually  subsisting  between  nations  at  peace  with  each 
other,  but  not  connected  by  aUiance. 

Art.  IV. 

The  present  alliance  shall  in  no  way  derogate  from  the  Treaties  and 
Alliances  which  the  High  Contracting  Parties  may  have  with  other  Powers,  it 
being  understood  that  the  said  Treaties  are  not  contrary  to  the  friendship  and 
good  understanding  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  engagement  to  cement 
and  to  perpetuate. 

Art.  V. 

It  having  been  agreed  by  the  Treaty  signed  at  London  on  tlio  14th  day  of 
January,  1809,  to  proceed  to  the  negotiation  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  as  soon  as  it  should  be  practicable  so  to  do,  and  tlie 
two  High  Contracting  Parties  desiring  mutually  to  protect  and  extend  the 
commerce  between  their  respective  subjects,  promise  to  proceed  without  delay 
to  the  formation  of  a  definitive  arrangement  of  commerce. 

Art.  VI. 

In  the  event  of  the  commerce  of  the  Spanish  American  possessions  being 
opened  to  foreign  nations.  His  Catholic  Majesty  promises  tliat  Great  Britain 
shall  be  admitted  to  trade  with  those  possessions  as  the  most  favoured  nation. 

Art.  Vn. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  engages  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  his 
colonies,  and  to  ts^e  effectual  means  in  order  to  prevent  his  subjects  from 
engaging  in  the  traffic  of  negroes. 

Art.  Vm. 

"  It  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  Court  of  Portugal  shall  bo  invited  to  accede 
to  this  Treaty." 

Art.  IX. 

The  present  Treaty  of  friendship  and  alliance,  consisting  of  Nine  Articles, 
shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratification  exchanged,  within  the  space  of  , 

or  sooner  if  it  can  be  done. 


To  Major 'Oencral  Donkin,  [  7G7.  ■• 

Sir,  No.  10,  Rue  des  Capucins,  18th  June,  1814, 10  a.m.* 

In  consequence  of  directions  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  I  had  ordered  that  a  General  Court 

♦  The  Duke  of  Wellington  proceeded  to  Paris  in  consequence  of  the 
following  letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Viscount  Casilerec^h  to  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess  of  WeUington, 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Paris,  13th  April,  18U. 

The  compass  of  a  letter  is  so  inadequate  to  convey  a  just  conception  of  the 
state  of  afiairs  here,  that  I  have  requested  Cliarlcs  to  carry  you  tlie  details,  with 

wliich. 
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• 

Martial  might  assemble  at  Tarragona  immediately  for  the  trial 
of  lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Mmray ;  but  upon  finding  that 
yourself  and  all  the  witnesses,  excepting  Admiral  Hallowell, 
were  in  England  or  elsewhere,  dbtant  from  Spain,  I  have  sus- 
pended the  execution  of  the  order  for  the  assembly  of  the 
General  Court  Martial  till  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  can  be  received. 

I  recommend  you,  therefore,  to  apply  to  him  for  directions. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


The  Ministre  de  la  Ouerre  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Ht  Lobd,  Paris,  le  18  Juin,  1814. 

Je  m'empresse  d*adresser  k  Yotre  Exoellenoe  un  itin^raire  pour  la  oolonne 
de  1500  a  2000  chevaux  qui  doit  partir  de  Bordeaux  vers  le  27  Juin,  et  so 
dinger  sur  Mantes,  par  la  route  qu*a  suivie  la  division  de  gauche  de  cavalerie 
Anglaiae,  pour  aller  delk  s'embarqner  k  Boulogne  ou  Calais.  Je  prie  Yotre 
Excellence  de  joindre  cet  itjn^raire  aux  ordres  de  depart  qu*elle  adressera 
an  commandant  de  cette  colonne. 

Je  viens  d'ordonner  toutes  les  mesures  n^ssaires  pour  faire  preparer  sur 
cette  route  les  vivres,  les  fourrages,  et  les  moyens  de  transport,  et  je  charge 
le  Gdn^ral  commandant  la  lie  division  militaire  d*attacher  k  cette  colonne 
nn  officier  de  T^tat-major  ou  un  commissaire  des  guerres  Fran9ais  pour 
I'accompagner. 

J'ai  rhonneiu:  d'adrcsser  aussi  k  Yotre  Excellence  Titineraire  pour  la  con- 
tinuation de  marche  des  deux  divisions  de  cavalerie  Anglaise  de  Mantes  a 
Boulogne,  et  de  Ik  au  point  d^termin^  pour  leur  embarquement.  Je  donne 
pareillement  des  ordres  pour  que  le  service  des  subsistances  soit  assur^  sur 
cette  route.  Cet  itin^raire  est  trac^  sur  une  seule  direction,  Yotre  Excel- 
lence n*ayant  paru  y  trouver  aucun  inconvenient ;  j*ai  seulement  substitu^ 
Keuch&tel  et  Blangis  k  Granvilliers  et  Ayraines,  sur  la  route  de  Goumay  k 
Abbeville,  parceque  oes  deux  gites  d'^tape  offrent  beaucoup  plus  de  res- 
sources  et  de  moyens  d'^tablissement  pour  les  troupes  en  marche. 

which,  as  well  as  with  my  sentiments,  he  is  fiilly  acquainted.  He  will  explain 
to  you  the  strong  wish  I  personally  entertain  that  you  could  make  it  consistent 
with  your  other  duties  to  be  present  here  for  a  short  time  :  he  will  also  mention 
to  you  the  importance  I  should  attach  to  your  accepting  the  embassy,  upon  a 
peace,  to  Paris,  if  you  have  no  other  object  immediately  in  view,  repose  after 
such  exertions  being  in  itself  a  very  natural  one.  I  should  not  perhaps  propose 
this  task  to  you,  after  the  station  you  have  filled,  if  I  did  not  think  the  situation 
might  derive  an  additional  interest  from  the  era  at  which  we  are  arrived,  and 
the  authority  your  name  and  services  would  give,  through  this  Court,  to  our 
general  politics  on  the  Continent.  I  need  not  assure  you  that,  in  suggesting 
this  proposal  for  your  consideration,  I  should  wish  to  be  understood  as  not  for 
a  moment  interfering  with  any  claim  for  your  services  that  may  arise  at  home. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  fiuthfully  yours, 

CASTLEnEAQir. 
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Je  vong  invite,  My  Lord,  k  donner  vos  ordres  aux  deux  divisions  de  ca- 
valerie  Anglaise  pour  qu'elles  continuant  en  consequence  leur  mouvement 
aprte  un  jour  de  s^jour  k  Mantes,  dans  Tordre  oil  elles  vont  y  arriver,  c'est- 
k  dire,  chaque  division  marchant  en  quatre  colonnes  successives,  k  vingt- 
quatre  heures  de  distance  Tune  de  I'autre.  Les  commissaires  des  guerres 
Fran^ais  qui  leur  sont  attach^  les  acoompagneront  jusqu'au  lieu  de  leur 
embarquement,  afin  de  faire  pourvoir  k  leurs  besoins  dans  tons  les  lieux  de 
logement  militaire. 

Agr^z,  My  Lord,  I'ezpression  des  sentimenta  de  haute  consideration 
avec  lesquels  j'ai  llionneur  d^dtre  de  Yotre  Excellence 

lie  tr^s  humble  et  trte  ob^issant  serviteur, 

Le  Comte  Dupont. 

[Enclosubeb.] 
I. 

Paris,  le  18  Jain,  18U. 

Itin^baibe  que  suivra  une  colonne  de  Troupes  Anglaises,  composde  de  1500 
k  2000  chevaux  de  cavalerie,  du  train  d'artillerie,  du  train  des  Equipages 
militaires,  etc.,  pour  so  rendre  de  Bordeaux  k  Boulogne  ou  Calais. 

Cetto  oolonne  partira  de  Bordeaux  vers  le  27  Juin,  et  ira  loger  k — 

27  Juin  ..  Si  Andr^  de  Cubsac. 

28  Monlieu. 

29  Barbezieux. 

SO  Angouldme.  S^jour  le  1  Juillet. 

2  Juillet  Ifansle. 

8  Ruffec. 

4  Gouh^.  f 

5  Poitiers.  S^jour  le  6  Jnillei 

7  Chfttellerault. 

8  8t.  Maure. 

9  Tours.  Bejour  le  10  Juillet. 

11  Chftteauregnault. 

12  Venddme. 

13  Cloye. 

14  Bonneval. 

15  Cbartres.  8<jour  le  16  Juillet. 

17  Dreux. 

18  Houdon. 

19  Mantes.  S^our  le  20  Juillet 

21  Gisors. 

22  Gounmy. 

23  Neuchktel. 

24  Blangis. 

25  Abbeville.  Bejour  le  26  Juillet. 

27  Rue. 

28  Montrcuil. 

29  Boulogne,  et  delk  sur  le^point  d^termin^  pour  son 

embarquement. 

Le  Ministre  de  la  Guerre, 

Le  Comte  Dupont. 
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U. 

Paris,  le  18  Juio,  18U. 

Itik^raibe  quo  suivront  lc8  deux  divisions  de  Cavalerie  Anglaise  j-our  so 

reudre  de  Mantes  &  Boulogne  ou  Calais. 

Cos  deux  divisions  marohent  on  huit  oolonnos  successives,  fortes  chaeune  d*en- 
viron  1500  chevaux,  qoi  iront  loger  dans  Ics  lieux  ci-api^  d^signes,  aox 
^x>que8  soivantes,  savoir : — 


Gisors 


Division  de  Gauche,  arrivant  k 

Mantes  les  96.  26,  27,  et  28  Jain, 

et  J  scOoumant  un  Jour. 


le  CoL 


Goumay 
Neuchfttel 


Blangis  .. 

Abbeville 
Bne 


Montrcuil 

Boulogne,  et  do  Ik 
sur  le  point  oil  ces 
troupes  devront 
s'embarquor 


Juin. 
27 

28 

29 

30 
Jolllet. 
1.2 

3 


2cGul. 


Juia. 
28 

29 

80 
JuiUet 
1 

2.3 
4 
5 


3eCol. 


Join. 
29 

30 

Juillet 
1 


3.4 


5 


Division  de  Droite,  arrivant  k 
Mantes  les  1,  2. 3.  4  Juillet, 
et  y  B^urnant  un  Jour. 


4e  Col.    6e  Col. 


Jain,   i  Juillet. 
30     ;       3 
Juillet ' 

1  :   4 


3    I      C 


4.5 
6 
7 


7.8 

9 

10 


8 


11 


6eCol. 

7eCol, 

Juillet 
4 

Juillet 
5 

5 

G 

G 

7 

7 

8 

8,9 

9.10 

10 

11 

11 

12 

12 

13 

8eCuI. 

Jnillet 
6 


8 

9 

10,11 
12 
13 


14 


Le  Ministro  de  la  Guerre, 

Le  Comte  Dupont. 


[  768.  ]  To  the  Eight  Hon.  Sir  Henry  WeUtaley. 

My  dear  HeNBY,  Paris,  20tli  June,  1814. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Stewart,  which  will 
give  you  an  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  here. 

I  have  seen  Labrador  three  or  four  times,  who  is  more 
moderate  than  I  expected  to  find  him  ;  and  he  tells  me  that  if 
he  can  get  the  French  government  to  promise  their  good  offices 
to  obtain  Naples,  Parma,  &c.,  or  compensation  for  them,  and  an 
engagement  to  restore  sequestrated  property,  he  will  sign  the 
treaty  of  peace.  He  wishes  besides  to  have  Louisiana,  but  he 
will  not  delay  to  sign  on  that  account. 

I  don't  think  the  French  are  now  looking  to  the  Spanish 
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alliance.     They  are  very  angry  about  the  King's  decree  in  re- 
gard to  the  adherents  of  King  Joseph. 

I  don't  think  matters  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  state  here. 
They  appear  smooth  enough,  but  I  understand  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  dissatisfsu^tion  among  all  classes ;  and  I  believe 
that  the  only  security  the  government  have  is  the  fear  all  the 
other  classes  have  of  the  military,  and  of  their  taking  advan- 
tage of  any  disturbance  to  restore  the  authority  of  Buonaparte 
or  of  some  other  military  chief. 

Ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

Wellington. 

I  go  to  England  to-morrow. 


To  Major-Oen,  Sir  Oeorge  Murray,  r  769  i 

My  dear  Murray,  Paris,  20th  June,  1814. 

I  enclose  the  route  for  the  march  of  the  cavalry  from  Bor- 
deaux, under  Scovell,  as  far  as  Boulogne;  and  the  copy  of 
those  for  the  march  of  the  two  other  columns  which  De  Lancey 
has  taken  to  Mantes.  You'll  observe  that  they  go  in  one 
column  from  Mantes. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 

Will  you  tell  Scovell  to  take  my  horses  on  with  him  as  far 
as  Chartres,  and  to  send  them  from  thence  to  Paris  by  easy 
stages,  directed  to  Sir  Charles  Stewart,  No.  10,  Rue  des 
Capucins,  Place  Vendome, 


M^MOIRE  PR6sENT£  AUX  PUISSANCES  ALLI^ES  PAR  LES 
MEMBRES  DE  LA  NOBLESSE  DES  6tATS  DES  PROVINCES 
BELGIQUE8. 

A  Leurs  MajesUa  VEmpereur  (TAutriche,  VEmpereur  de  Eussie,  et  le  lioi 

de  Prusse,  et  au  Prince  de  Ocdles, 

22  JuiD,  1814. 

Les  penples  des  Pays-Baa  Catholiques,  connus  par  leur  loyaut^  et  leur 
bonne  foi,  attendent  avec  confiance  raccoroplissement  des  promesses  sacrees 
que  Vos  Augiistcs  Majest^s  ont  renouvel^es  si  souvent,  soit  dans  leurs 
manifestes,  soit  dans  leurs  proclamations.    En  effet  Tarticlo  1  de  la  con- 

VOL.  IX.  L 
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vention  de  Reichenbach  du  14  Juin,  1813,  entrc  S.M.  Britanuique  ct  S.M. 
le  Roi  de  Prusse,  porte  "  que  le  but  dc  la  guerre  actuelle  dtant  de  rdtablir 
Vindependance  des  etata  opprimds  par  la  France,  les  deux  hautes  parties 
contraotantes  se  sont  en  oonsdquenoe  engagdes  k  dinger  toutes  les  opdrations 
vers  ce  but." 

S.M.  TEmpereur  de  Russia,  dans  sa  iiroclamation  donnde  &  Fribourg  le 
6  Janvier,  1814,  s'cxprime  ainsi :  "  Puissc  la  tranquillity  et  le  contente- 
jnent  revivre  dans  Tunivers  entier ;  puisse  cliaque  dtat  recouvrer  le  bonbeur 
sous  ses  anciennes  loix  et  son  ancicn  gouvcrnement ;  puisse  dans  tons  lea 
pays  fleurir  la  religion."  S.M.  declare  de  plus,  ainsi  que  le  Feld-Mardchal 
Comte  de  BcUegarde  lorsqu'il  prit  le  oommandement  en  Italie,  que  "  les 
Souveraina  viennent  protdger  les  droits  Idgi times,  et  rStdblir  ce  que  la  force 
avait  detruit,^* 

L'Art.  1  du  traitd  d'alliance  conclu  a  Chaumont  le  1  Mars,  1814,  par 
rAutrichc,  la  Russie,  la  Grande  Bretagne,  et  la  Prusse,  consacre  de  nouveau 
le  but  "  de  se  procurer  a  ellcs-mSmes  et  a  TEurope  unc  i>aix  gdudrale  sous 
la  protection  de  laquelle  les  droits  ct  la  libertd  de  toutes  les  nations  puissent 
etre  dtablis  et  assures." 

Lord  Bentinck,  dans  sa  proclamation  aux  Etats  de  GCmics,  du  27  Avril, 
1814,  dit  en  termes  expr6s  que  "les  puissances  allides  ont  adoptd  comme 
loi  invariahU  de  rendre  a  tous  les  peuples  Uurs  anciens  droits  et  privileges/* 

S.A.  le  Due  de  Saxe- Weimar  et  le  Gdndral  BiQow  ont  d^  leur  entrde 
dans  les  Pays-Bas  Catholiqucs,  et  plusieurs  fois  depuis,  publid  et  proclamd 
dans  toutes  nos  citds  les  mdmes  promesscs,  les  mSmes  garanties.  Nos  cceurs, 
pleins  de  confiance  en  ces  promesses,  se  sont  abandonnds  avec  joie  h  Vesi)o\r 
de  les  voir  se  rdaliser  procbainement. 

Cependant  des  bruits  inquidtans  paraissent  se  rdpandre  et  dlever  dans 
quelques  esprits  des  doutcs  sur  le  maintien  de  notre  antique  constitution. 

En  vain  rdpondons-nous  que  rexi>drience  de  ce  que  Vos  Majestds  ont 
efifectud  chez  les  autres  ixjuples  doit  ddmentir  ces  fausses  nimeurs ;  que  ddjk 
une  partie  des  Etats  de  Titalie  est  remise  en  2X)sse88ion  de  ses  anciennes 
loix  ;  que  S.M.  le  Roi  de  Sardaigne  vient  de  les  rdtablir  dans  ses  dtats ;  que 
PEspagne  reprend  dgalement  avec  enthousiasme  ses  antiques  institutions, 
dans  lesquelles  ses  enfans  ont  puisd  cette  dnergie  et  ce  ddvouement  k  toujours 
mdmorables  que  la  crainte  n'obtient  jamais,  et  que  le  ddsir  seul  de  la  con- 
servation de  ses  droits  pent  inspirer  h  un  peuple ;  en  vain  rdpondons-nous 
que  la  France  elle>m6me  a  dtd  laissde  mattresse  de  son  sort  pour  se  donncr 
la  constitution  qu'elle  voudrait  adopter. 

Les  Beiges  sont  trop  attacbds  k  leur  constitution  formde  i>ar  la  sagesse  de 
leiu^  arri^res  aieux,  et  sanctionnde  par  toutes  les  races  suivantes,  ainsi  que 
par  tous  leurs  Souverains,  lis  connaissent  trop  son  prix  inestimable,  jxiur  que 
le  moindre  doute  n'dveille  point  aussitdt  leur  inquidtude. 

Dans  cette  position  (ph.  la  brifevetd  du  tems  empdcbe  de  consulter  quelques 
membres  qui  se  trouvent  trop  dloignds)  nous,  anciens  membres  de  la  no- 
blesse des  Provinces  Belgiques,  qui  dtait  appelde  k  former  avec  le  clergd  ct 
lo  IMers-Etat  la  totalitd  de  la  reprdsentation  nationalc,  nous,  h  qui  nos  com- 
patriotes  dtaient  habituds  de  donner  leur  confiance,  croyons  calmer  un  pen 
leurs  inquidtudes  en  portant  au  pied  de  vos  trdnes  Texpression  de  nos  voeux  ; 
nouS  croyons  rempllr  notre  devoir  et  nos  obligations  en  mettant  resi)cctueusc- 
ment  sous  les  yeux  p6ndtrants  de  Vos  Majestds,  et  dans  son  vrai  jour,  la 


JuKB,  1814.  BY  THE  BELGIAN  NOBLESiJE.  147 

preuvc  de  ce  que  rexp^rience  de  taut  de  silica  nous  donne  la  con  fiance  de 
reprdsenter  k  de  si  grands  monarques,  h  rEuropc,  aux  conscils  de  toutes  Ics 
puissances,  k  savoir  qu'il  est  impossible  de  trouver  un  moycn  plus  propre  a 
ooncilier  et  h  conaolider  lea  int^rets  des  Pays-Bas  Catholiques,  ceux  de  leur 
Souverain  futur,  et  ceux  do  la  politique  des  autrcs  dtats,  que  de  nous  cou^ 
server  nos  ancicnnes  loix. 

Que  voulons-nous  ?  Vivre  lieurcux  et  tranquilles  sous  la  protection  d'un 
bon  Prince  et  de  notre  constitution,  qui  assure  la  conservation  de  toute  la 
puret^  et  de  tous  lea  droits  de  notre  religion,  et  le  retour  certain  d*un  bon- 
heur  stable ;  car  maintenant  nous  Tapprdcions  encore  micux  cette  sage  et 
T^n^ble  oharte  depuis  lea  essais  malheureux  de  cett«  innombrable  multi- 
tude de  constitutions  si  vant^s,  qui,  promettant  partout  le  bonlieur  h  I'uni- 
vers,  partout  en  pr^paraicnt  la  ruine. 

Que  doit  vouloir  celui  qui  sera  appeM  k  r^gner  sur  nous  ?  Se  procurer 
la  garantie  la  plus  assur^e  de  raffermissement  de  son  tr6ne  et  de  la  stabilite 
de  sou  dtat.  Mais  im  Souverain  i)eut-il  tirer  dc  ses  sujets  une  garantie 
plus  forte  que  oelle  de  leur  amour  ct  de  lour  devouemant  ?  et  jxjut-il  etro 
plus  assiurd  de  ces  sentiments  de  la  nation  qu*en  lui  laissant  dans  toutc  sou 
intdgrit^  ce  qu'elle  estime  par-dessus  tout  ?  Cost  par  cette  juste  et  louablo 
condescendance  que  cet  amour  et  ce  ddvoucmcnt  croisscnt  h  mcsure  que  le 
terns  s^^ule.  Mais  le  ressort  de  la  violence  et  de  la  contraintc  s'afiaiblit, 
ou  sebrise  tdt  ou  tard ;  quelques  foia  d^abord,  quelquea  fois  au  bout  d'un 
certain  nombre  d'ann^ ;  et  que  sent  quelquea  ann^ea  dans  la  durde  d*uu 
Etat  ?  La  violence  et  la  contrainte  n*arracher6nt  jamais  ce  que  produisent 
Tamour  et  le  d^vouement.  Les  Bois  d'Espagne  et  de  Prusse  ne  r^gneraient 
plus  si  leurs  peuples  avaient  4t4  malheureux.  Ce  n'eat,  et  ce  ne  pouvait 
pas  etre  la  force  de  la  contrainte,  mais  la  force  du  ddvouement,  qui  ont  fait 
faire  k  tant  de  milliers  d'Espagnols  et  de  Prussiens  les  efforts  b<?ro'iques  qui 
ont  sauv^  TEtat,  le  Prince,  et  PEurope  enti^re.  II  n'a  servi  de  rien  k  Buona- 
parte d'avoir  sacrifi^  plusieurs  millions  d'hommes  pour  ^tablir  son  r^gne,  pour 
satisfaire  son  ambition,  et  pour  se  maintcnir  sur  le  trOne.  Pcrsounc  dans 
le  monde  n'a  rduni  autant  de  moyens,  et  cepcndant  son  incroyable  puissance 
ne  parvint  ni  k  Eraser  la  Prusse  ni  k  subjuguer  TEspagne,  ni  meme  a  se 
aoutenir  dans  son  usurjjation.  Des  quo  vous  voulutes,  0  Rois !  I'attaqucr 
sdrieusement  et  de  concert,  il  succomba  et  il  fut  abandonu^  seul  k  son 
destin.  Mais  si,  au  lieu  d'dtre  des  libdrateurs,  vous  eussiez  4i6  des  tyrans ; 
si,  au  lieu  de  la  certitude  de  renverser  les  loix  du  despotisme,  les  Fraufais 
avaient  eu  a  d^fendre  un  bon  Roi  et  des  loix  comnie  les  notres,  telles  qtCau- 
cunes  autres  rCeussent  pu  leur  procurer  autant  de  honheur,  permettez-nous 
de  vous  le  dire,  nous  croyons  que  les  forces  immenses  que  vous  avez  d^- 
ploydes  n'auroient  point  suffi,  et  qu'il  eut  fallu  de  longs  ct  grands  efforts 
pour  les  vaincre.  Ce  que  douze  k  quatorze  millions  d'Espagnols  libres  et 
d^vou^s  ont  pu  faire, Napol^n,  tratnant  apr^  lui  quarante  millions  d'hommes 
r^uits  en  servitude,  n'a  pas  pu  Teffectuer. 

Que  veut  la  politique  des  autres  Etats  ?  Qu'une  forte  barri^re  s'^^ve 
dans  la  Belgique  centre  la  France.  Mais  n'est  ce  point  encore  le  bonheur 
et  le  contentement  dont  nous  jouirons,  qui  seuls  peuvent  entierement 
remplir  ce  but?  Pourquoi  nous  d^fendrions-nous,  et  que  d^fendrions- 
nous,  si  noua  aommea  malheureux  ?  Si  la  force  seule  nous  contraignalt  k 
nous  d^fendre,  il  se  pourrait  que  par  la  suite  des  terns  une  force  plus  oonsi- 

l2 
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durable  nous  attaquat.  Qui  peut  r^pondre  de  ce  que  feraient  alors  des 
peuples  ulc^r&  et  toujoure  prompts  a  croire  les  promesses  dont  on  les  flat- 
terait  ?  N'est-il  pas  plus  magnanime,  n'est-il  pas  plus  siir  de  conserver  k 
ces  peuples  des  institutions,  ^prouv^  par  rexp^rience  de  plusieurs  siecles, 
qui  les  mettent,  si  nous  dtons-nous  exprimer  ainsi,  k  Tabri  de  la  corruption  ? 
de  les  laisscr  dans  une  position  telle  qu'ils  nc  puissent  que  perdre  au 
cbangemcnt  ?    C'est  bien  alors  que  la  barrifere  sera  r^ellement  ^evee. 

C*est  done  par  la  conservation  de  notre  constitution  que  ces  trois  buts 
seront  atteints.  Cest  sur  co  palladium  sacrd  que  reposent  notre  bonheur, 
la  siiretd  de  notre  Prince  futur,  et  la  garantie  de  la  politique  des  autres 
nations.  L'amour  des  peuples  pour  leurs  institutions  antiques  est  Ic  gage 
le  plus  certain  de  leur  soumission  et  de  leur  tranquillity.  Quelle  confiance, 
quelle  estime  auraient-ils  pour  do  nouvelles  institutions  ?  Ne  croiront-ils 
pas  toujours  que  d'autres  plus  nouvelles  viendront  bientdt  les  renverser  ? 
Quel  champ  pour  les  intrigues  et  les  cabales  !  Ces  antiques  monuments, 
ainsi  que  votre  noblesse,  0  Princes,  sont  d'autant  plus  environnds  du  re- 
spect des  peuples,  qu*ils  remontent  plus  haut  dans  I'origine  des  nations,  et 
qu'ils  se  sont  conserve  avec  plus  de  puretd  et  dMnt^gritd. 

Eufin  il  nous  reste  k  vous  demander,  monarques  puissants,  que  notre  ter- 
ritoire  demeure  intact,  et  que  notre  commerce  soit  libre.  Ddjk  nous  avons 
vu  avec  une  profonde  douleur  cette  France  si  puissante  s*agrandir  encore 
d*une  portion  pr^ieuse  de  nos  provinces,  ainsi  qu*elle  Ta  fait  si  souvent. 
Aurions-nous  encore  a  craindre  d'autres  morcellements  ?  Si,  par  une  po- 
litique que  nous  ne  pdn^trons  point,  vous  n'avez  pas  jugd  devoir  nous 
rendre  puissants  pour  tcnir  la  France  en  6chec,  au  moins  dtons-nous  r^- 
clamer  contre  le  ddmembrement  ult^rieur  de  notre  patrie  infortun^e  ?  Nous 
porter  ce  coup  si  sensible  c*est  retomber  dans  la  plupart  des  inconv^nients 
que  nous  avons  pris  la  respectueuse  liberty  de  mettre  sous  vos  yeux. 

Voilk,  Princes,  ce  que  des  jieuples  que  vingt  ann^s  d'esclavage  n'ont 
point  abatardi  jusqu'k  mtonnaitre  les  principesque  nous  venous  d'exposer, 
vous  expriment  respectueusement  par  nos  boucbes.  Voilk  ce  que  nous 
dirions  dans  vos  conseils,  si  nous  y  etions  appelds. 

Quand  le  malheur  des  circonstances  fit  signer  k  S.M.  TEmpereur  d*Au- 
triche  le  traits  par  lequel  elle  c^a  ces  provinces,  elle  ne  peut  c^er  que  ce 
qu*elle  poss^dait.  L'usurpateur  du  trdne  des  Bourbons  ne  peut  acqu^rir 
que  ce  qu*elle  avait  k  lui  transmettre,  c'est-a-dire,  un  pays  jouissant  d*une 
constitution  qu'elle  avait  jurd  de  naltdrer  jamais.  Aucun  de  vous,  0 
Rois  I  n'est  capable  dMmiter  ce  conqudrant  farouche,  pour  qui  rien  de  ce 
qui  existe  entre  le  ciel  et  la  terre  ne  fut  sacrd.  Vous  dddaignez  le  titre 
avili  de  conqudrant,  vous  voulez  dtre  nos  bienfaisants  libdratcurs. 

Fran9oi8,  nous  nous  adressons  a  vous.  Vous  avez  jurd  apres  tons  vos  an- 
cetres  de  conserver  nos  droits  et  nos  constitutions.  Nous  nous  fions  entiere- 
ment  k  vos  serments,  k  vos  promesses.  En  nous  jetant  dans  vos  bras,  nous 
croyons  nous  jeter  dans  les  bras  d'un  p^re  protecteur. 

Alexandre,  nous  nous  adressons  a  vous.  Vous  avez  voulu  faire  le  bon- 
heur des  Fran^ais,  qui  vous  out  insultd  du  haut  du  Kremlin,  de  dessus  lea 
mines  fumantes  do  Moscow.  Vous  ne  voudriez  point  qu*un  peuple  ami 
tut  malheureux. 

BVdddric,  nous  nous  adressons  a  vous.  Loin  de  vous  laisser  abattre  par 
les  malheurs  afi*reux  de  tout  genre  que  les  Fraufais  ont  rdpandu  sur  vos 


June,  1814.  BY  THE  BELGIAN  NOBLESSE.  149 

Etats,  votre  courage  se  dcveloppa  plus  brillant  que  jamais.  Couronne  \ysiT 
la  victoire,  vous  ne  vous  abandounate^  ix)int  a  la  vengeance,  vous  vous  plutes 
k  oublier  leurs  offenses  et  a  les  pardonner.  Vous  daignerez  done  accordcr 
Totre  protection  efficace  k  un  peuple  qui  d^  leur  arriv^e  dans  ces  conMes 
re9ut  yo6  soldats  au  bruit  de  ses  acclamations  ct  en  vrais  lib(^rateurs. 

G^n^reux  Prince  de  Galles,  nous  nous  adrcssons  h  vous.  Vous  avez  con- 
sacr^  pendant  tant  d'ann^es  les  ressources  de  vos  Etats  k  la  ddlivrance  du 
monde.  Vos  guerriers  ont  livr<S  tant  de  combats  sanglants  pour  les  Es- 
pagQols,  qui  ne  se  battaient  eux-m^mes  que  pour  leur  religion,  leur  Koi,  et 
leurs  loix.  Votre  peuple  n'aurait  pas  son  Anergic,  il  n'aurait  pas  6t6  k  Tabri 
des  mendes  de  la  France,  s*il  n'avait  et^  imbu  de  son  inviolable  attachement 
a  votre  personne  et  k  sa  constitution.  Non,  vous  scutez  trop  la  force  ct 
surtout  la  ressource  d*un  peuple  persuade  que  son  bonheur  repose  sur  sa  con- 
stitution, liOVLT  que  nous  puissions  douter  un  instant  de  votre  puissante  inter- 
cession pour  nous  conserver  la  ndtrc. 

Et  vous,  Prince  Souverain  des  Pays-Bas-Unis,  dont  les  aieux  ont  si  sou- 
vent  d^fendu  et  garanti  nos  droits,  nous  nous  adressons  dgalcment  k  vous. 
Vous  ne  vous  ddpartirez  point  d'une  politique  qui  a  produit  des  eCTcts  aussi 
utiles  k  votre  Etat  qu'au  notre. 

Nous  dtons  vous  le  demander,  0  grands  et  magnanimes  Souverains,  qui 
allez  rdgler  le  sort  do  la  Belgique,  pent  il  exister  ce  doute,  quand  vos  pro- 
clamations annoncent  en  termes  exprte  que  vous  avez  adopts  cojnme  lot  in- 
ffariahle  de  rendre  a  tons  les  peuples  leurs  ancieiis  droits  et  privileges  ? 

Les  anciens  droits  des  jxjuples  des  Pays-Bas  Catholiques  leur  ont  dte  jurds 
par  Pauguste  Empereur  d*Autricbe,  leur  Souverain,  et  par  tons  ses  pr6dec<?8- 
seurs.  lis  ont  M  stipulds,  assures,  et  garantis  par  TAngleterre,  la  France, 
la  Prusse,  et  la  Hollande,  dans  tous  les  traitds  qui  depuis  plusieurs  siecles 
font  dtd  conclus  pour  assurer  la  jouissancc  de  la  Belgique  k  la  maison 
d'Autriche. 

Fondd  sur  ces  engagements  solennels  et  sur  les  promesses  rditerees  qui 
les  ont  suivis  durant  cette  guerre,  Pespoir  de  recouvrer  la  constitution 
antique,  qui  depuis  des  sidles  a  fait  le  bonbeur  des  Beiges,  ne  saurait  6tre 
dd9U. 

Ne  connaissant  point  encore  le  Prince  qui  doit  nous  gouvemer,  nous  no 
pouvons  pas  lui  faire  parvenir  Pexpression  de  notre  vceu  ;  mais  qu'il  Taj)- 
prenne  par  vous,  qui  fixent  les  destinies  de  PEurope  ;  par  vous,  que  votre 
sagesse  et  votre  prudence  rendent  si  dignes  de  commander  aux  bommes  et  do 
servir  de  module  aux  Hois. 

Nota, 

La  pifece  ci-dessus  fut  faite  en  4  doubles  entiferement  semblables  pour  etro 
envoyds  a  cbacune  des  puissances  rapportdes  en  tete.  On  fit  une  cinquieme 
pifece  mot  h  mot  conforme  aux  4  autres,  excepts  le  passage  ci-apr6s,  pour 
fitre  envoyde  au  Prince  d'Orange.  En  t§te  est  dcrit,  "  A  LL.MM.  TEm- 
pereur  d'Autriche,  TEmpereur  de  Russie,  et  le  Roi  de  Prusse,  et  a  leurs 
AA.RR.  le  Prince  de  Galles  et  le  Prince  Souverain  des  Pays-Bas-Unis.*' 
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Lieut.' Oen,  the  Earl  of  DalJiousie  to  Field  Marshal  tJie  Duke  of  Wcllingtoti, 

My  Lord  Duke,  Bordeaux,  28th  June,  1814. 

A  packet  sailing  to-day,  I  have  only  to  report  to  your  Grace  that  no 
shipping  whatever  has  arrived  this  last  week.  The  troops  continue  in 
camp ;  the  German  Legion  pitched  their  tents  there  yesterday. 

The  two  brigades  of  Guards  are  the  only  troops  in  Bordeaux.  The  2nd 
Ca^adores  marched  this  morning  for  Bayonne,  and  the  last  column  of 
Artillery  horses  and  the  StaflF  Corps,  according  to  route,  through  France. 

Lieutenant-General  de  Blainac,  appointed  to  the  military  command  of  La 
Gironde,  has  in  a  very  obliging  manner  halted  those  French  troops  ordered  to 
Bordeaux,  at  Langon  and  La  RdoUe,  until  further  orders.  The  temper  and 
conduct  of  the  inhabitants  have  much  changed  towards  us,  without  any  cause 
whatever,  except  that  they  are  evidently  jealous  of  us  remaining  so  long  here. 

The  quiet,  soldier-like  conduct  of  the  Guards  gives  me  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  assuring  your  Grace  that  there  is  no  fault  to  be  found  with  our 
military  conduct. 

The  200,000  dollars  have  been  sent  to  Major-Gcneral  Ross,  on  board  the 

Scamander  frigate,  and  there  is  on  board  also  an  officer  of  the  Paymaster- 

Generars  department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  and  faithful, 

Daluousie. 


M,  Goulhurriy  Esq.^  to  W,  Bamxlton,  Esq, 
SiBj  Downing  Street,  29th  June,  1814. 

I  am  directed  by  Lord  Bathurst  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  letter 
from  the  African  Company,  stating  some  points  upon  which  it  appears 
to  them  desirable,  both  with  a  view  to  their  own  interests  and  to  the 
repression  of  the  slave  trade,  that  a  negotiation  should  be  entered  into 
with  France,  and  to  request  that  you  would  call  the  particular  attention 
of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  the  subject. 

I  am,  &c., 

Henby  Goulbubn. 

[Enclobxjbe.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  African  Company  to  Earl  Bathurst* 

My  Lord,  African  Office,  Frederick's  Place,  Old  Jewry,  22nd  June,  1814. 

We  had  the  honour  of  addressing  your  Lordship  on  the  23rd  of  April,  when 
the  treaty  with  France  was  under  discussion,  stating  the  conditions  which,  in 
our  opinion,  it  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  obtain  for  the  protection  of  tho 
British  interest  on  the  Gold  Coast  of  Africa.  Since  that  date  the  treaty  has 
boon  signed  and  published,  and  we  observe  with  considerable  alarm  that  tho 
8th  Article,  instead  of  specifying  the  possessions  and  assigning  the  limits 
within  which  the  French  are  to  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  on 
tho  coast  of  Africa,  allows  them  generally  to  resume  all  tho  possessions  which 
they  held  in  tho  year  1792. 

Tho  French  have  at  all  times  evinced  the  greatest  anxiety  to  erect  forts 
and  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  trade  on  tho  Gold  Coast ;  while  this  country 
uniformly  refused  to  grant  them  any  establishment  there,  and  even  in  time 
of  peace  bos  driven  off  their  ships  and  excluded  them  from  all  participation 
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in  that  tiadc.  By  the  general  tenns  in  which  the  above-mentioned  article 
of  the  treaty  is  expressed.  Franco  will  not  only  be  cnable<l  to  renew  her 
attempts  upon  the  trade,  but  unfortunately  the  settlement  of  Amakow,* 
which,  without  any  right,  they  established  about  the  year  178G,  was,  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  this  committee,  and  tlioir  applications  to 
government  for  its  removal,  suffered  to  exist  long  subsequent  to  the  year  1792. 
At  that  time  the  settlement  was,  perliaps,  thought  by  government  too  trifling 
to  be  worth  a  dispute  with  France,  ns  it  atlmitted  them  only  to  a  small  share 
of  a  trade  in  which  we  had  a  prep<judemti ng  interest  and  control.  Your 
Lordship  will,  however,  perceive  that  the  matter  now  stands  upon  very 
different  grounds.  The  French  being*  allowed  to  renew  the  slave  trade* 
which  is  interdicted  to  tlie  yubjects  of  this  country,  this  station,  in  the  very 
centre  of  the  British  possessions  on  tlie  Gold  Coast,  will  become  immediately 
the  emporium  of  that  commerce ;  so  that  the  questions  now  will  be,  whether 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  relinquish  Settlements  of  long  estalilishment,  of  con- 
siderable extent  afid  value,  and  an  infant  tnide,  annually  increasing,  in  which 
the  nation  feels  particularly  iuterestc<l,  by  suffering  them  to  renew  a  settle- 
ment formed  in  defiance  of  the  rights  of  this  country,  and  of  our  existing 
treaties  with  the  natives,  and  to  renew  (on  a  part  of  the  coast  from  which 
ihey  have  been  now  for  some  time  exclude<l)  a  traffic  declared  by  both  nations 
to  be  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  national  justice. 

We  have  before  stated  to  your  Lordship  that  this  traffic  and  the  British  com- 
merce cannot  exist  together,  and  tliat  tlie  lives  even  of  the  persons  in  our  forts 
will  not  be  in  safety  wliile  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on  in  their  ueiglibourhood. 

We  cannot  quit  tliis  subject  without  earnestly  entreating  your  Lordship's 
attention  to  that  part  of  our  letter  of  the  23rd  April  whicli  relates  to  the 
Dutch  forts,  a  subject  now  become  of  greatly  inereasud  interest  by  the  pros- 
pect of  an  universal  extinction  of  the  slave  trade  at  a  certain  fixed  period ; 
an  event  which,  provided  the  slave  trade  be  not  allowed  to  interfere  with 
them,  must  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  our  settlements.* 

Having  thus  stateil  to  your  Lordsliip  the  grounds  upon  wliich  we  deem  it 
so  greatly  important  that  the  slave  trade  should  not  be  resumed  upon  the 
Gk)ld  Coast,  we  now  take  leave  to  solicit  your  attention  to  another  point 
which  to  us  appears  to  be  no  less  deserving  of  consideration.  By  the  first 
additional  article  of  the  treaty  France  engages  that  the  slave  trade  shall  on 
her  part  cease  definitively  in  five  years.  Although  this  stipulation  of  a  definite 
period  when  the  French  slave  trade  shall  cease  does  not  appear  to  satisfy  the 
wishes  of  the  British  public,  it  will  nevertheless,  we  apprehend,  be  foimd 
of  invaluable  importance,  provided  only  tliat  its  performance  can  be  relied 
on.  But  it  will  be  obvious  to  your  Lordship  that  France  at  the  expiration 
of  five  years  (a  period  too  short  for  the  re-establishment  of  her  colonies,  but 
sufficiently  long  to  convince  her  of  the  value  of  tliis  trade)  will  probably  feel 
little  disposed  to  pass  laws  for  its  abolition.  It  was  in  contemplation  of  a 
possible  existence  of  a  state  of  tlungs  in  which  it  might  have  been  left  to 
France  to  enforce  a  system  so  directly  at  variance  with  her  own  interest  that 
in  our  former  letter  we  were  induced  to  suggest  the  expediency  tliat  the 
States  agreeing  to  abolish  the  slave  trade  should  grant  to  each  other  tho 
power  of  enforcing  the  laws  enacted,  or  to  be  enacted,  for  that  purpose.  If 
France  could  have  been  induced  to  decree  the  immediate  abolition,  this 
agreement  could  only  have  l)een  a  desirable  admission  of  a  right  of  which,  as 
your  Lordship  is  aware,  we  have  already  assiuned  the  exercise ;  but  under  the 
existing  circumstances,  we  submit  to  your  Lordship,  it  will  be  extremely 
desirable  that  an  agreement  should  be  entered  into  between  this  country  and 
Fraucci  that  after  the  expiration  of  five  years  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships 

*  Amakow  is  al)out  4  leagues  to  tho  eastward  of  Cape  Coast  Castle. 
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of  cither  power  to  capture  vcsscIb  and  cargoes  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
unto  the  subjects  of  wliichever  state  belonging.  By  tlieso  moans  the  onus 
of  insisting  on  a  termination  of  the  French  trade  at  the  end  of  five  years  will 
be  removed  from  this  country,  and  the  performance  of  the  stipulations  will  be 
most  effectually  secured. 

Understanding  that  the  opportunity  is  not  yet  entirely  lost,  we  confidently 
trust  not  only  tliat  the  security  of  the  British  possessions  on  the  Gold  Coast 
will  be  fully  provided  for  in  the  treaty  to  bo  signed  with  the  Sovereign  of  tlio 
Netherlands,  but  that  the  two  points  which  we  have  therein  ventured  to 
suggest  as  necessary  to  be  required  of  Franco  will  still  be  obtained ;  the  first 
being  no  more  than  an  equitable  exp%nation  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Treaty 
already  entered  into,  and  France  being  incompetent,  as  it  appears  to  us,  to 
refuse  the  second  witliout  falsifying  her  solemn  condemnation  of  the  slave 
trade,  and  avowing  in  the  face  of  all  Europe  in  congress  assembled  her  in- 
tention or  desire  to  avoid  the  performance  of  her  engagements. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  of  invaluable  advantage  to  the  British  trade,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  valuable  interests  connected  with  tlie  settlements  on  the  Wind- 
ward and  Grold  Coasts,  if  the  French  government  could  bo  induced  to  agree 
that  their  settlements  at  Goree,  Senegal,  and  Whydah  should  henceforth  be 
confined  exclusively  to  a  trade  similar  to  tliat  now  carried  on  with  the  British 
settlements,  and  that  Uieir  sUive  trade  should  be  wholly  with  places  to  the 
southward  of  the  Line,  wliich  regulation,  as  the  French  formerly  had  com- 
paratively but  very  little  trade  in  slaves  at  their  settlements  above-mcntioncti, 
having  imported  almost  tho  wliole  of  the  slaves  for  the  French  West  India 
colonies  from  the  coast  of  Angola  (which  are  greatly  preferred  by  the  Frencli 
colonists  to  those  from  ports  to  the  northward),  it  is  to  be  hoped  would  not 
bo  deemed  objectionable  by  France,  tlio  more  especially  as  the  coast  to  tho 
southward  furnishes  the  far  greater  number  of  slaves  at  present  exported 
from  Africa ;  and  the  beneficial  efiects  of  the  abolition  of  tlie  slave  trade,  in 
tlie  introduction  of  a  different  species  of  commerce,  have  already  become 
apparent  at  places  to  the  northward  of  the  Line,  but  not  at  all  to  tho  southward. 
Should  this  proposition  be  fortunately  agreed  to  by  France,  we  beg  to  add, 
it  will  be  important  that  a  similar  understanding  should  take  place  with 
regard  to  the  rights  of  each  power  to  make  captures  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade  within  the  proscribed  limits,  as  we  have  taken  leave  to  suggest 
will  bo  expedient  at^tho  termination  of  tho  period  of  fivo  years. 

I  have,  &c., 
S.  Cock. 

Seflor  P.  O,  de  Labrador  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  ce  30  Juin,  18U. 

Mes  esp^mnces  de  terminer  aussitot  ma  n^gociation  sc  sent  ^vanoiiies 
d*\me  maniere  bien  singulifere.  J'^tois  d' accord  avec  Monsieur  do  Bdndvent 
Bur  tons  les  articles  additionnels  ;  nous  avions  m£me  Icve  dcs  difiicult^s  de 
redaction,  quand  M.  de  B^ndvent  me  pro^wsa  un  article  sur  la  rentr^e  eu 
Espagne  des  proscrits  que  la  legislation  actuelle  exclue.  Je  suis  plus  que 
persuade  que  les  trois  cents  ou  quatre  cents  individus,  de  toute  ftge  et  scxc, 
que  le  d^cret  du  30  Mai  dernier  bannit  d'Espagne,  doivent  embarrasser  le 
gouvernement  Fran9ai8.  Je  crois  aussi  que  le  nombre  des  bannis  pourroit 
encore  6tre  r^duit  de  fayon  que  la  i)eine  ne  tombat  quo  sur  les  persounes 
les  plus  marquants  ;  mais  je  soutiens  qu'un  pareil  sujet  ne  sauroit  pas  etre 
Tobjet  d*un  article  d'un  traits  de  paix  sansdouner  a  uno  puissance  dtraugere 
une  iutcrvcntiou  dirccte  dans  les  affaires  domestiqucs  d'Espagne.  Pjir  cou- 
sdquence  j'ai  propose'  a  M.  de  Ben^vont  de  signer  le  traitd  sans  y  fairc  men- 
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tion,  et  de  me  passer  une  note  une  demie  heurc  aprte  si  on  le  vcut,  soit  en 
se  plaignant  de  rembarras  qui  donnent  tant  d'e'trangers,  soit  en  intcrc^dant 
en  leiir  faveur.  Alors  je  mo  conipromettrai  a  obtenir  de  mon  gouveme- 
ment  radoucissement  des  peines  port^s,  et  la  grftce  de  retourner  en  Esimgne 
pour  un  grande  nombre  d'iudividus,  car  pour  tous  ce  sei-a  impossible,  la 
in^moire  de  leurs  forfaits  ^tant  encore  si  r^cente.  Comment  d'ailleurs 
seroit  possible  de  faire  rentrer  un  Ainbas,  Miuistre  de  Police,  souilM  du  siing 
de  tant  de  bons  Espagnols;  un  Almenara,  btltissant  des*  maisoiis,  planlant 
des  jardins,  transformant  memo  des  ^glises  en  salons  de  bal,  quand  les 
habitans  de  Madrid  mourroient  de  faim  an  milieu  de  la  rue  ;  d'autres  entin 
qui  out  sacca<;^  les  maisons  de  leurs  compatriotcs,  ou  brul^  leurs  cam pagnes 
et  commis  plus  de  crimes  que  les  hordes  mSmes  de  barbares  dont  le  courage 
des  arm^  alli^,  conduites  par  un  h^ros,  out  enfia  nettoy^  mon  jwys  ?  II 
est  encore  bien  extraordinaire  que  M.de  R^nevent,  cjui  n'a  pas  os^  proix)ser 
aux  pl^nipotentiaires  Anglais  la  rentree  des  Irlandais-Unis,  ui  au  ple'niix)- 
tentiaire  Portugais  celle  des  Portugais  baimis  de  leurs  pays,  veuille  abso- 
lument  que  le  Roi  d*Espagne  s'enga;;e  a  permcttre  le  retour  do  jKTSonnes 
infiniment  plus  criminelles  et  plus  odieuscs.  Enfiii  jc  suis  jwrsuade'  que 
tout  ce  qu'on  peut  faire  Iji  dcssus  doit  sc  faire  jwir  les  moyens  de  Tinter- 
cession,  de  la  recommandation,  ou  quelque  autre  voie  d^toumde  ;  mais  quo 
c'est  vouloir  se  mfiler  du  gouvernement  intdrieur  d'unetatque  de  pr^tcndrc 
exiger  de  lui  des  engagemens  de  d^roger  des  lois  qui  concement  des  sujets  du 
mdme  ^tat  ?  Je  ne  sais  point  encore  si  je  r^ussirais  a  faire  entendre  raisou  a 
M.  de  Bendvent.  Je  le  souhaite  de  tout  mon  cceur  i)our  avoir  la  facility  de 
faire  mon  voyage  a  Londres  pour  Tobjet  dont  j*ai  eu  Phouneur  de  j)arler  aV.E. 
Je  vous  prie,  My  Lord,  d*excuser  une  si  longue  lettre,  et  une  lettre  si  mal 
tourn^e ;  et  d'dtro  pefsuadd  que  personnc  au  monde  n'admire  ni  n'aimo 
V.E.  da  vantage  que 

Son  trcs  humble  ct  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

P.  GoMKZ  Labradoh. 


Sir  i?.  n,  Keniiedy  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WelUiujtm, 

My  Lord  Duke,  Bordeaux,  3rd  July,  1814. 

I  have  received  since  your  Grace  left  Bordeaux  memorials  from  several 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Salamanca  for  compensation  for  damages 
sustained  by  them  in  the  jxissage  of  the  Allied  troops  during  the  campaign 
of  1812. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  statement  of  these  claims,  amounting 
together,  according  to  certificate  and  sworn  declarations  produced,  to  the 
sum  of  227,636  dollars. 

These  villages,  I  beg  to  observe,  were  not  included  in  the  claims  which 
your  Grace  decided  upon  at  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  and  for  which  32,463  dollars 
were  paid  by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  under  your  Grace's  authority. 

As  many  of  the  Commissariat  officers  who  were  with  the  army  in  1812 
are  now  in  England,  and  as  the  provision  accounts  for  that  year  have  all 
been  rendered,  and  are  in  the  Account  Office  at  Lisbon,  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  ascertain  whether  all  the  forage  due  to  the  army  at  the  periods 
referred  to  by  the  memorialists  was  issued  by  the  Commissariat  or  not ; 
and  indeed  could  even  that  be  determined,  in  order  to  enable  the  Commis- 
saries to  pass  their  receipts  for  any  forage  which  was  issued,  although  due, 
and  which  the  army  may  have  taken  from  these  villages,  the  Commissaries 
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should  for  that  purpose  bo  furnished  with  corresponding  regimental  returns 
and  receipts,  which  now  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain. 

The  Arapiles  claims  I  should  have  discharged,  in  compliance  \vith  your 
Grace's  memorandum,  on  the  back  of  a  letter  from  General  0*Lawlor,  which 
reached  me  with  the  claims  about  ten  days  ago ;  but  the  man  who  brought 
them  to  me  has  no  written  authority  to  receive  the  award,  and  appears  so 
ignorant,  and  so  unacquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  paper,  tliat  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  confide  the  money  to  his  care  :  but  I  shall  write  to  General 
O'Lawlor  immediately  respecting  it. 

I  have  informed  the  memorialists  that  I  would  submit  their  claims  im- 
mediately to  the  consideration  of  your  Grace,  and  that  they  would  do  wisely 
to  return  to  their  homes,  and  tiiat  your  decision  I  would  commimicate  to 
them  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time  I  would  venture  (and  I  have 
done  so)  to  give  each  village  a  sum  on  account  (as  i^r  accompanying  state- 
ment), which,  I  tnist,  your  Grace  will  approve  of.* 

The  indemnification  which  you  may  direct  for  these  villages  1  will  make 
arrangements  for  being  carefully  paid  to  tlie  claimants. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

R.  H.  Kennedt. 


tx/fd  Palmeratan  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Lobd,  Cambridge,  3rd  July,  1814. 

I  enclose  a  paper  showing  the  expense  which  would  be  produced  by  some 
alterations  in  our  proposed  arrangements  for  the  half-pay  and  General  officers, 
which  I  would  beg  strongly  to  recommend  to  your  favourable  consideration, 
and  whicli,  I  think,  would  if  adopted  get  rid  of  all  the  objections  and  diffi- 
culties that  have  been  started  upon  these  subjects  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

1.  It  has  been  much  urged  by  many  that  some  distinction  ought  to  be 
made  between  the  General  and  the  Lieutenant-General ;  that  without  it 
a  man  who  is  not  likely  to  get  a  regiment  has  nothing  more  to  look  to  in 
life  after  he  is  made  Lieutenant-General ;  that  this  is  the  only  step  which 
does  not  give  some  little  increase  of  pay ;  and  that,  as  a  man  cannot  bo 
General  till  he  has  been  forty  years  in  the  army,  they  cannot  last  very  long 
afterwards,  and  the  number  of  full  Generals  without  regiments  cannot  ever 
be  great.  I  should  propose  therefore  to  give  them,  not  the  pay  of  a  full 
Admiral,  21,  2s,  a  day,  but  an  intermediate  sum,  11,  lis,  Qd,  or  1/.  18s., 
which  would  be  an  increase  of  5^.  or  58.  M,  upon  the  pay  of  Lieutenant- 
General,  but  would  still  leave  the  whole  annual  amount  sufficiently  below 
the  emoluments  of  a  regiment. 

2.  Great  objections  have  been  made  to  our  plan  in  as  far  as  it  bears  upon 
Major-Generals  who  are  Lieutenant-Colonels  of  cavalry.  It  has  been  urged 
that  by  taking  from  them  their  regimental  commission,  and  giving  them 
the  General  officers'  pay,  we  give  them  an  imsaleable  annuity  instead  of  a 
saleable  one  of  very  nearly  the  same  amount,  and  that  of  course  the  value 
of  an  annuity  that  can  be  sold  at  pleasure  is  greater  than  that  of  one  which 
cannot  be  so  disposed  of.  The  most  obvious  mode  of  getting  over  this 
difficulty  would  have  been  to  have  left  the  whole  arrangement  optional, 
allowing  those  who  chose  it  to  retain  their  commissions  and  give  up  their 
claim  to  the  General  officers'  pay ;  but  this  the  Duke  of  York,  for  reasons 

♦  Jtfem.— This  statement  has  been  approved  of  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
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which  I  own  are  strong  ones,  will  not  agree  to ;  and  tliereforc  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  only  other  way  of  obviating  the  difl&culty  is  to  give  to  these 
particular  officers  an  increased  rate  of  pay  while  they  are  Major-Generals, 
and  to  allow  them,  if  they  should  at  any  time  wish  it,  to  sell  an  unattached 
commission  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  cavalry :  and  5«.  a  day  seems  to  be 
a  sufficient  addition,  and  would,  I  believe,  satisfy  them.  This  measure 
should,  however,  be  confined  to  those  who  are  now  Lieutenant-Colonels  of 
cavalry,  and  have  a  sort  of  vested  right  to  all  the  existing  advantages  of 
the  commission  ;  those  who  may  succeed  to  that  rank  hereafter  cannot  of 
course  have  the  same  claim. 

3.  It  is  undeniable  that  our  arrangement  \^ould  bear  very  hard  upon  the 
Guards ;  and  the  Duke  of  York  is  most  particularly  anxious  that  they 
should  not  be  excepted  from  its  operation ;  but  upon  the  best  calculation 
which  we  can  make,  the  average  amount  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 
officers  of  the  Guards  seems  to  be  as  follows : 

Per  annum. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonels  ..         ..  ..  800Z.  each 

The  1st  Major  of  the  1st  regiment         ..  ..  9001,    „ 

The  Ist  Major  of  the  2nd  and  3rd  r^ments  . .  800?.    „ 

The  remaining  Majors     ..  ..  ..  ..  700?. 

The  Captains        ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  500?. 

It  is  evident  that  they  would  be  considerable  losers  by  giving  up  their 
commissions  in  the  Guards  for  450?.  per  annum  as  Major-Gencral,  and 
693?.  per  annum  as  Lieutenant-General ;  and  the  Duke  proposes  therefore 
to  make  up  their  pay  as  General  officers,  according  to  their  rank,  to  the 
aboYe-stated  sums ;  still  in  this  case,  however,  acting  upon  the  principle 
that  the  existing  interests  only  are  to  be  considered,  and  that  those  who 
succeed  to  the  vacancies  produced  by  this  arrangement  will  have  gained  so 
much  in  rapidity  of  promotion,  that  they  will  have  no  claim  when  they  are 
made  General  officers  to  anything  beyond  the  established  pay  of  their  rank. 

4.  An  additional  shilling  was  given,  when  Mr.  Windham  was  Sccretary- 
at-War,  to  every  Lieutenant  after  seven  years'  service.  I  omitted  to  notice 
this  circumstance  to  you  when  we  were  discussing  the  subject  of  the  half- 
pay,  but  I  should  imagine  you  would  not  object  to  let  the  distinction 
arising  from  length  of  service  attach  to  the  half-pay  as  well  as  to  the  full 
pay,  and  to  add  sixpence  to  the  half-pay  of  Lieutenants  of  more  than  seven 
years'  standing,  the  expense  of  which  will,  as  you  see,  bo  very  trifling. 

5.  Several  officers  and  members  have  attacked  me  about  the  proposed 
rate  of  half-pay  for  Ensigns ;  and  I  think  it  would  give  great  satisfaction 
if  we  were  to  give  the  Ensign  the  odd  2c?.,  and  make  his  half-pay  3s.  instead 
of  2».  10c?.,  which  would  still  be  leaving  him  sufficiently  below  the  Lieu- 
tenant, to  whom  we  give  4s.  a  day.  Neither  of  these  last  propositions 
could  at  all  affect  the  naval  scale,  as  they  have  no  rate  so  low  as  either 
would  even  then  be. 

I  was  not  able  to  get  this  calculation  made  so  as  to  show  it  you  before  I 
left  London  yesterday  morning,  and  I  shall  not  be  able  to  leave  this  place 
till  Tuesday  evening ;  but  as  the  resumed  debate  upon  the  Estimates  is 
fixed  for  Wednesday  next,  I  will  call  upon  you  in  the  early  part  of  Wed- 
nesday to  learn  your  determination  upon  these  several  points. 

My  dear  Lord,  yours  very  faithfully, 

PALMERStON. 
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[Enclosube.] 

War-Office,  2nd  July,  1814. 

Estimate  of  the  Expense  of  certain  Alterations  in  the  Arrangement  for 

Increasing  the  Pay  of  General  Officers,  and  the  rates  of  Half-pay, 

respectively. 

Per  annum. 

1.  By  Increasing  the  pay  of  14  Generals  not  haying  regiments       £.     «. 
from   12.   128.  Qd.  per  diem  (5932.  28.  6c2.  per  annmn)  to 

12.  17«.  Gd.  per  diem  (6842.  78.  Gd.  per  annum),  the  annual 
difference  for  each  heing  912.  58.  . .         . .         . .         . .     1277  10 

(Agreed.) 

2.  By  increasing  the  pay  of  32  Major-Generals,  being  lieu- 
tenant-Colonels *  of  cavalry  regiments,  from  12.  58.  per  diem 
(4562.  58.  per  annum)  to  12.  108.  per  diem  (5472.  108.  per 
annum),  the  annual  difference  for  each  being  912.  58.  . .     2920    0 

3.  By  increasing  the  pay  of  General  officers,  who  are  Field 
officers,  in  the  Foot  Gueirds,  viz. : 

The  Lieutenant-Colonels  of  the  threo  regi-       £.  8.    d. 
ments  (who  now  possess  the  rank  of  General 
or  Lieutenant-General)  each  from  12. 128. 6C2. 
per  diem  to  8002.  per  annum,  the  difference 

for  each  officer  being  2062.  178.  Qd 620  12    6 

The  Ist  Major  of  the  1st  regiment  (a  Lieu- 
tenant-General) from  the  like  rate  to  9002. 
per  annum        . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     306  17    6 

The  1st  Majors  of  the  2nd  and  3rd  regiments  to 
8002.  per  annum  each  : 
One  being  a  Lieutenant-General,    from 

5932.28.6(2 206  17    6 

One  being  a  M^jor-General,  from  4562.  58.    343  15    0 
The  remaining  Majors  to  7002.  per  annum 
each: 
Three  being  Lieutenant-Generals — dif- 
ference each,  1062. 178.  6d 520  12    6 

Ouo  being  a  Major-Gh)neral— difference  . .     243  15    0 
The  Captains  to  5002.  per  annum  each.  There 
are  24  Msgor-Generals  f  who  are  Captains : 
the  difference  for  each  is  432. 158. — ^in  all  . .  1050    0    0 


3292  10 


Iiicrcnsc  of  half-pay : 

4.  Suppose  that  100  Lieutenants  of  7  years*  standing  will  be 
reduced,  the  expense  of  adding  Gd.  per  diem  more  to  their 
retired  pay  (making  48.  Gd,  in  all)  would  be,  after  deducting 
poundage   ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..       889  13 

{Agreed.) 

5.  Assuming  that  800  Ensigns  will  be  reduced,  the  expense 
of  adding  2d.  per  diem  more  to  their  retired  pay  (making  38. 

in  all)  would  be    ..         .. 2372  10 

Total 10,752    3 


*  There  are  also  5  Major-Generals  who  are  only  Majors  of  Cavalry, 
t  Tliero  are  also  2  lieutenant-Gencrals  who  are  only  Captains. 
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To  the  Bight  lion.  Sir  Henry  Wellesley,  [  770.  j 

My  dear  Henry,  London,  4th  July,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th,  with  the  treaty,  &c., 
and  I  saw  Lord  Castlereagh  this  morning,  who  had  not  had 
time  to  peruse  your  despatches,  and  could  give  no  opinion  about 
the  treaty. 

I  spoke  to  him  about  your  leave,  which  he  promised  me 
should  be  sent  to  you  to  be  used  at  your  discretion,  with  di- 
rections not  to  use  it  till  you  shall  have  brought  to  a  conclusion 
the  negotiation  on  which  you  are  at  present  employed. 

I  mentioned  to  him  likewise  your  salary,  upon  which  he 
said  that  if  you  would  send  home  an  official  statement  upon 
the  subject,  which  would  justify  him  before  Parliament,  he 
would  arrange  the  matter  in  a  manner  that  should  be  satisfac- 
tory to  you. 

I  have  not  time  now  for  other  matters ;  but  1*11  press  forward 
the  orders  upon  the  treaty  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ever,  my  dear  Henry,  yours  most  affectionately, 

Wellington. 


7%c  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Lord  Falmerston, 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Fife  House,  5th  July,  1814. 

I  have  given  every  attention  in  my  power  to  your  paper  on  the  subject 
of  some  alterations  in  the  proposed  arrangement  of  half-pay,  and  have  con- 
versed with  Mr.  V.  upon  it,  whose  sentiments  very  much  concur  with  my 
own. 

With  respect  to  the  Ist  article,  the  increase  to  the  half-pay  of  Lieutenant- 
Generals  when  they  become  Generals,  we  see  no  objection  to  it  to  the 
extent  proposed,  and  it  may  therefore  be  considered  as  agreed  upon. 

Upon  the  2nd  article  we  feel  very  considerable  objections.  We  do  not 
see  the  soundness  of  the  jirinciple  ujx)n  which  this  could  be  confined  to 
those  who  are  actually  Lieutenant-Colonels  of  cavalry,  as  persons  who  hold 
subordinate  commissions  in  that  description  of  force  may  consider  them- 
selves as  having  entered  into  the  service  with  the  same  expectations.  We 
do  not  think  it  moreover  politic  to  increase  the  advantages  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  officers  over  those  of  the  line,  particularly  when  they  come  to  be 
indiscriminately  classed  as  Major-Generals.  Officers  of  cavalry  have,  under 
the  present  arrangements  of  the  army,  many  essential  advantages  over 
those  of  infantry ;  and  we  do  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  augment 
them.  The  only  mode  therefore  of  getting  over  the  difficulty  appears  to 
us  to  be  by  making  the  arrangement  optional ;  and  whatever  inconvenience 
this  may  occasion,  it  is  an  inconvenience  already  existing  in  the  service, 
and  which  in  time  of  [Kjace  will  be  of  less  consequence  than  it  has  been. 
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Upon  the  Srd  article  our  objections  are  of  the  same  nature  as  upon  the 
2nd.  Indeed  they  are  rather  stronger.  We  see  still  less  in  this  instance 
than  in  the  former  how  it  would  be  practicable  to  confine  it  to  the  existing 
cases  only ;  and  the  many  advantages  which  the  Guarda  possess  over  other 
branches  of  the  service,  and  the  description  of  persons  who  usually  accept 
commissions  in  them,  would  render  such  a  distinction  in  their  favour,  wlien 
they  become  General  officers  together  with  others,  very  invidious. 

Upon  the  4th  article,  for  giving  an  additional  shilling  to  Lieutenants  after 
seven  years'  service,  there  is  no  objection. 

Upon  the  5th  article  we  have  only  to  say  that  there  is  more  objection 
to  the  principle  than  to  the  amount  of  the  increase  proposed.  The  youngest 
Ensigns  are  of  course  those  who  would  be  put  on  half-pay ;  most  of  them 
will  be  boys,  and  at  a  time  of  life  to  enter  into  other  professions.  We  do 
not  think  it  wise  in  principle  to  make  the  first  step  in  this  or  any  other 
profession  too  beneficial.  The  half-pay  at  first  proposed  appears  to  bear  a 
full  proix)rtion  to  that  of  the  Lieutenants,  whilst  the  difference  of  their 
situation  and  future  prospects  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 

I  am,  &c., 

Liverpool. 


The  Duke  of  San  Carlos  to  Field  Marshal  tJie  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Most  Excellknt  Sib, 
My  dear  Cousin  and  Friend,  Madrid,  6th  July,  1814, 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  offered  me  by  your  brother,  the  Am- 
bassador, to  write  to  and  congratulate  you  upon  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
alliance*  which  we  have  sigQed  in  the  name  of  the  King  my  master  and  His 
Britannic  Majesty.  I  know  how  much  you  will  rejoice  at  this  intelligence, 
and  hope  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice  of  believing  that  it  fills  my  heart 
with  the  sincerest  joy. 

You  so  warmly  interest  yourself  in  whatever  has  any  reference  to  Spain, 
which  by  this  time  you  look  upon  as  your  own  country,  that  I  need  take 
no  pains  to  request  your  attention  in  favour  of  the  subject  which  I  am 
going  to  mention  :  indeed  the  King  is  confident  that  the  least  intimation 
concerning  it  is  sufficient  to  induce  you  to  make  it  your  business  with  the 
best  success. 

You  well  know  how  unfortunate  Spain  has  been  ever  since  the  2nd  of 
March,  1808.  You  are  likewise  not  ignorant  that  other  misfortunes  of 
long  standing  afflicted  her.  All  this  was  followed  by  the  cruel  war,  and 
by  the  other  evils  consequent  upon  His  Majesty^s  absence :  from  both  these 
circumstances  it  has  resulted  that  the  Treasury  is  greatly  exhausted,  and 
His  Majesty  is  grieved  not  to  be  able  to  meet  the  urgent  necessities  of  the 
State.  In  this  situation  he  gladly  recurs  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
government,  tlirough  the  medium  of  your  brother  the  Ambassador,  for  the 
loan  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  His  Majesty,  who  is  resolved  religiously  to 
fulfil  liis  engagements,  binds  himself  punctually  to  reimburse  this  sum  in 
the  space  of  ten  years,  and  by  equal  instalments ;  as  also  to  juiy  in  the 

♦  See  p.  140. 
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mean  time  the  interest  that  may  be  agreed  upon  ;  pledging  for  the  whole 

the  revenue  of  tobacco,  which  is  the  best  and  the  most  secure  of  his  Crown. 

It  would  be  fruitless,  dear  Cousin  and  Friend,  to  use  any  further  motives 

to  interest  you  in  this  business  with  that  alacrity  which  you  discover  on 

every  subject  relating  to  the  affairs  of  your  beloved  Spain.    I  certainly 

entertain  this  hope,  and  most  earnestly  entreat  your  concurrence,  being 

ever  ready  to  oblige  you,  and  evince  myself  your  affectionate  cousin  and 

sincere  friend, 

The  Duke  op  San  Carlos. 


TTie  King  of  Spain  to  Field  MarsJud  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

MoN  BON  Cousin,  A  Madrid,  ce  8  Julllet,  1814. 

Ayant  4t4  inform^  que  mon  bon  cousin  Ic  Prince  d'Orange  a  pris  commc 
un  singulier  honncur  et  faveur  T^ection  et  nomination  que  j'ai  fait  de  sa 
personne  pour  I'associer  et  ranger  en  la  confraternity  et  amiable  compagnio 
de  mon  Ordre  de  la  Toison  d'Or,  j*ai  ri^solu  d'en  faire  dresser  commission 
sur  vous  pour  le  d^ivrer  en  mon  nom  le  Collier  du  dit  Ordre,  et  en  ce 
observer  les  c^r^monics  accoutum^es  en  conformity  des  instructions  ci- 
jointes.  Jo  vous  en  charge,  mon  bon  Cousin,  d'entendre  a  cette  fonction 
au  plus  tot ;  et  je  prie  Dieu  qu'il  vous  ait  en  bonne  sante  et  digne  garde. 

Votro  bonne  cousin, 

Ferdinand. 
Le  Greffier  de  TOrdre, 

Jauques  de  la  Quadra. 


Lieut.' Gen,  the  Earl  of  Balhousie  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord  Duke,  Bordeaux,  9th  July,  1814. 

■  I  had  yesterday  the  honour  of  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  2Gth,  and  in 
consequence  have  ordered  the  officers  of  the  General  Court  Martial  to  Enjij- 
land.  I  am  glad  to  find  the  removal  of  the  German  Legion,  which  1  had 
taken  upon  myself,  will  meet  your  approbation. 

The  whole  of  the  3rd  division  has  now  been  sent  off,  and  six  sail  of  tlie 
line  already  arrived  will  take  about  4000  more  :  there  will  therefore  only 
remain  about  13,000,  of  which  4000  for  Ireland,  and  the  remainder  for 
England. 

Your  Grace  does  not  mention  the  instructions  respecting  the  Brunswick 
regiment,  nor  the  Chasseurs  Britanniques.  I  conceive,  however,  that  I 
cannot  be  guilty  of  any  great  fault  by  sending  these  foreigners  also  with 
the  German  Legion :  the  former  is  reduced  to  about  400  men,  the  otlier  to 
180  rank  and  file. 

The  hospital  is  entirely  embarked  here,  except  twelve  cases  of  bad 
woimds,  whom  I  shall  leave  in  the  care  of  the  French  General  in  command. 

The  garrison  intended  for  Bordeaux  was  halted  on  their  march,  and  I 
am  happy  to  acknowledge  to  your  Grace  the  greatest  disposition  on  the 
part  of  Lieutenant-General  de  Blainac  and  the  government  here  to  accede 
to  every  arrangement  we  have  had  occasion  to  pro];voac  lo  Wi^sm, 
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Several  ships  are  stdll  expected,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  Lord  Keith  that 
we  must  wait  the  return  of  six  of  the  line-of-battle  ships,  now  about  to  sail, 
before  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  army  is  removed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  Grace's  most  obedient  and  most  faithful 

Dalhousie. 


Viscount  Ccutlereagh  to  M,  Ories, 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  11th  July,  1814. 

I  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  June,  enclosing  an  Ad- 
dress from  the  City  of  Hamburg  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Rej]jeiit, 
praying  H.R.H.'s  interference  for  the  restoration  of  the  funds  of  the  Bank 
of  Hamburg. 

H.R.H.  is  truly  anxious  that  this  useful  establishment  should  be  re- 
placed in  its  ancient  state  of  activity  and  vigour,  and  he  has  no  doubt  that 
the  French  government  will  exert  itself  in  fufilling  its  engagement  re- 
specting it. 

Upon  this  point  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Court 
of  the  Tuileries,  has  received  instructions  to  promote  the  measures  which 
the  city  of  Hamburg  has  a  right  in  justice  to  claim,  and  he  will  attend 
with  readiness  to  any  representation  which  you  shall  make  to  him  on  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  due  consideration,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Castlereagh. 

[Enclosures.] 
I. 

Article  additioniul  et  secret  du  TraitS  de  Paix  entre  la  Grande  Breiagne 
et  Ja  France,  signia  Paris  7e  30  Mai,  1814. 

Le  gouvernement  Fran9ais  ayant  offert  par  rarticlo  secret  de  la  Convention 
da  23  Avril  do  faire  restitution,  et  d'employer  tous  ses  efforts  pour  retrouver 
los  fonds  do  la  Banque  de  Hamburg,  promet  d'ordonner  les  porquiaitions  les 
plus  sevbrcs  pour  dccouvrir  les  dits  fonds,  et  de  poursuivre  tous  ceux  qui  pour- 
raient  en  ctro  d^tenteurs. 


£n  foi  de  quoi,  etc. 


II. 
Article  Secret, 


Paris,  le  11  (23)  Avril,  1814. 

Les  places  fortes  qui  doivent  etro  eVaeu^  par  la  Franco  €tant  dcbloqu^es 
aussitdt  apres  la  siguature  de  la  pronto  convention,  toutes  les  requisitions  de 
la  part  des  commandans  do  ces  places  auront  k  cesser. 

Les  propri^t^s  publiques  et  particulicrcs  des  dites  places  seront  conscrv^ea 
intactes  ;  cellos  qui  auraient  4t4  distraites  et  qui  existent  encore  en  tout  ou  en 
partie  seront  restituees. 
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Gette  demibre  stipulation  est  particulibroment  applicable  k  la  Banque  do 
Hamburg. 

Le  gouvemement  Fran^ais  s*offre  do  donner  les  ordres  n^cessairea  pour 
Tex^cution  do  cet  article. 

Le  pr^nt  article  secret  aura  la  mSme  force  et  valeur  comme  s*il  ^toit  tez- 
tuellement  ins^r^  k  la  convention  de  ce  jour. 

En  foi  de  quoi  les  pMnipotentialres  respectifs  I'ont  sign^  et  y  out  fait  apposer 
le  cachet  de  leurs  armes. 


The  ChanceUor  of  the  University  of  Oxford  to  Fiel(^  Marshal  the  Duke  of 

Wellington, 

My  Lobd,  Camelford  House,  13th  July,  1814. 

The  University  of  Oxford  has  been  anxious  to  testify  to  your  Grace,  in 
concurrence  with  every  other  description  of  our  fellow  subjects,  those 
sentiments  of  high  resj^ect  and  gratitude  which  we  all  entertain  in  common 
for  the  great  and  splendid  services  which  you  have  rendered  to  our 
country.  Far  removed  from  the  habits  and  perils  of  war,  and  cultivating 
in  peaceful  security  the  arts  of  religion  and  literature,  we  have  not 
presumed  to  think  that  our  suffrage  could  add  any  thing  to  the  glory  of 
those  exertions  which  have  so  eminently  contributed  to  the  successful 
issue  of  so  important  and  arduous  a  contest.  But  we  are  not  the  less 
sensible  that  it  is  to  the  skill  and  valour  of  those  who  have  triumphed  in 
the  cause  of  our  country  that  we  owe,  under  Providence,  that  happy 
tranquillity  which  in  these  times  of  universal  convulsion  no  other  nation 
has  been  permitted  to  enjoy  ;•  and  if  we  cannot  in  any  manner  discharge 
even  the  smallest  part  of  that  debt  of  gratitude  which  w^e  owe  to  your 
Grace,  we  are  at  least  anxious  not  to  be  wanting  in  the  acknowledgment 
of  it. 

It  is  in  this  view  that  I  am  commissioned  to  request  your  Grace's 
acceptance  of  the  Degree  conferred  in  the  enclosed  diploma,  which  was  read 
and  unanimously  voted  in  our  House  of  Convocation  in  the  presence  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  and  of  their  Majesties  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia.  To  your  Grace  it  may  be  not 
unsatisfactory,  and  it  will  at  least  be  gratifying  to  our  feelings,  that  you 
should  know  that  there  is  not,  as  far  as  we  can  trace,  any  other  instance  in 
our  records  of  such  an  honour  conferred  upon  a  British  subject  in  the 
presence  of  the  Sovereign,  and  that  it  was  with  a  view  of  rendering  it 
less  unworthy  of  your  acceptance  that  the  time  and  manner  of  it  were  in 
this  instance  so  arranged. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  conclude  this  letter  without  assuring  your 
Grace  of  the  great  personal  pleasure  which  I  derive  from  being  the 
channel  of  this  communication,  and  from  being  allowed  to  avail  myself 
of  any  opportunity  of  adding  to  the  general  voice  of  my  country  the 
assurances  of  the  sincere  admiration,  respect,  and  regard. 

With  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Grace's  most  faithful  and  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Gbenville, 
Chancellor  of  the  University  oC  0"xfest^. 

VOL.  IX.  ^ 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

Deab  LobD  BaTUUBST,  Paris,  14th  July,  1814. 

I  hope  we  are  going  on  as  you  wish  us ;  but  you  must  give  us  time,  and 
we  must  do  nothing  to  destroy  the  Bang's  authority,  which  it  is  our  first 
object  to  create.  The  question  of  securities  is  not  the  first  in  order ;  it  is, 
in  fact,  the  last.  It  is  enough  now  to  keep  the  principle  sufficiently  open  ; 
nothing  can  be  decided  at  present  upon  its  application,  nor  can  it  indeed 
be  properly  judged  of  till  the  moment  arrives  for  retiring  our  armies.  It 
is  upon  the  then  state  of  things  this  question  can  alone  be  negotiated ;  and 
so  long  as  wo  have  ^,000  or  600,000  men  in  France,  we  need  not  be 
afraid  of  not  having  sufficient  means  to  enforce  any  proixxsition  whicb  we 
should  deem  it  wise  or  becoming  to  propose  for  the  King's  adoption. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  assuring  you  that  the  Duke  and  I  are  perfectly 
agreed  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  business  shall  be  conducted  here. 
Whilst  the  war  is  going  on,  notwithstanding  our  amicable  relations  with 
the  de  jure  Sovereign,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  military  and  political 
authorities  should  be  kept  quite  distinct,  and  the  armies,  with  their  chiefs, 
be  controlled  by  their  respective  Cabinets.  This  control  is  very  unim- 
portant as  applied  to  the  Duke  and  his  army,  which  is  a  model  of  conduct 
as  well  as  bravery,  and  is  considered  as  such  by  all  the  Powers ;  but  it  is 
everything  to  restrain  others.  When  the  moment  oomes  that  we  may 
venture  to  proceed  to  frame  that  act,  which,  if  not  an  actual  treaty  of  peace 
with  Louis  XVIII.,  with  whom  we  are  already  both  at  peace  and  to  a 
certain  degree  in  alliance,  is  to  regulate  the  future  relations  of  France  with 
Europe,  the  Duke  has  consented  that  his  name  should  be  included  with 
mine  in  the  full  powers  for  signing,  in  conjunction  with  the  Allies,  this 
settlement.  This  will  produce  no  confusion  in  our  ordinary  relations,  and 
it  will  afford  me  not  only  the  most  important  assistance,  but  I  shall  feel  it 
an  additional  honour,  to  have  my  name  associated  with  the  Duke's  in  winding 
up  what  he  has  achieved.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the 
aid  of  his  important  assistance,  as  the  Duke  will  assist  at  our  conferences 
whilst  his  military  duties  do  not  call  him  from  Paris. 

Believe  me,  dear  Lord  Bathurst,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Gastlebeaoh. 


Viscount  CastUreagh  to  the  Prince  de  BinSvcnt, 

(Extract.) 

St.  Jamei'i  Square,  16th  July,  1814. 

You  will  perceive  how  severely  my  endeavours  to  conciliate  your  feelings 
on  one  subject  have  hung  about  me  in  all  our  discussions  about  the  peace. 
Ton  will  do  me  the  justice  to  admit  that  I  did  not  exaggerate  the  difOcultics 
I  should  have  to  contend  with  in  this  country  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  to  which  I  was  willing  to  expose  myself  rather  than  attempt  to 
press  painfully  upon  France  an  immediate  abolition  ;  but  as  this  question 
is  become  really  an  embarrassment  to  us  here,  I  must  entreat  your  Highness, 
cordially  and  confidentially,  to  lend  yourself  to  the  means  of  reconciling 
national  feelings  on  both  sides.    When  we  meet  I  must  also  earnestly 
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press  you  to  assist  in  reconciling  me  with  my  nation  in  tins  instance.  In 
the  mean  time  pray  consider  of  the  practicability,  by  an  ordinance  of  your 
own,  to  confine  the  immediate  trade  of  your  African  settlements  north  of 
the  Line  to  that  species  of  innocent  commerce  to  which  they  have  been 
accustomed  whilst  in  our  possession,  and  which  may  be  extended,  if  you 
do  not  revive  in  the  natives  the  taste  for  exporting  each  other.  You  may 
permit  your  slave  traders  to  frequent  these  settlements  upon  giving  security 
that  they  will  proceed  to  the  southward  of  the  Line  for  their  cargo :  this 
will  impose  but  a  small  additional  expense  upon  them,  whilst  it  will 
enable  us  to  try  the  effects  of  civilization  upon  an  extended  scale  in 
Africa.  I  press  this  with  the  more  earnestness,  as  the  Portuguese  are 
bound  by  treaty  with  us  not  to  resort  to  this  coast  for  the  purchase  of 
slaves  whilst  other  nations  abstain.  If,  therefore,  for  the  small  com- 
parative convenience  of  taking  in  a  cargo  near  your  own  possessions,  you 
wholly  throw  open  the  trade,  you  will  inflict  upon  this  hitherto  protected 
coast  an  indefinite  extent  of  evil ;  whereas  the  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  having  been  uninterruptedly  continued  throughout 
the  war  on  the  coast  to  the  southward  of  the  Line,  matters  are  there  in  their 
old  state.  The  supply  of  slaves  is  abundant,  and  the  addition  of  your 
wants  may  to  a  certain  extent  augment  the  mischief,  but  cannot  essentially 
alter  its  nature  and  consequences.  Before  I  have  an  occasion  of  addressing 
your  Highness  oflBcially  on  these  subjects,  I  cannot  avoid  endeavouring  to 
interest  your  feelings,  and,  if  I  might  venture  to  state  it  as  a  motive,  in 
personal  friendsliip  to  myself,  to  prevail  upon  you  to  give  the  subject  your 

particular  attention. 

I  have,  &c., 

Castlebeagh. 


2%c  Right  Hm,  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  to  Field  Marshal  the  Ihike  of 

Wellington, 

My  dear  Arthur,  Madrid,  22nd  July,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  hope,  the  treaty  which  I  have  sent  home  will  be  approved,  and  I 
suppose  it  will  be,  if  it  is  still  considered  of  importance  to  keep  Spain  out 
of  the  hands  of  France. 

I  send  you  a  very  curious  book  written  by  Esooiquiz  the  priest,  and 
also  a  manifesto  signed  by  several  Deputies  of  ^e  late  Cortes,  and  presented 
to  the  King  at  Valencia. 

Things  are  going  on  much  as  usual :  a  good  deal  of  grumbling,  and  much 
intriguing  against  San  Carlos.  This  state  of  things,  however,  is  preferable 
to  Jacobinism.  San  Carlos  still  assures  me  that  the  Cortes  will  be 
assembled,  and  that  the  King  will  propose  to  them  the  plan  of  a  Con- 
stitution. They  are  in  terrible  want  of  money,  and  I  do  believe  that  we 
might  gain  a  great  deal  from  them  in  the  way  of  commerce  by  assisting 
them  with  a  loan.  I  must  repeat  that  I  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
about  the  remainder  of  the  subsidy  for  the  present  year. 

Castaflos  is  made  a  Councillor  of  State,  and  is  very  well  pleased. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

H.  Wellesi.ey. 

m2 
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Major- Oeneral  IT,  Fane  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  LoBiyDuKB,  Leeds  House,  St.  James's  Square,  22Dd  July,  1814. 

My  command  having  ceased  by  the  arrival  of  the  cavalry  in  this  country, 
I  deem  it  my  duty,  in  conclusion,  to  report  to  your  Grace  that  the  conduct 
of  the  troops  during  their  long  march  through  France  has  been  for  the 
most  part  remarkably  good ;  and  that  I  have  received  every  support  and 
assistance  from  the  General  officers  and  commanding  officers  of  the  several 
corps  marching  with  me. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster-Generars 
departments  were  such  as  to  give  mo  perfect  satisfaction ;  and  the  business 
of  tlie  Commissariat  was  so  well  done  as  to  prevent  the  troops  having 
experienced  the  smallest  want. 

We  were  so  fortunate  as  not  to  have  occasion  to  leave  a  single  sick  man 
behind  us. 

A  few  claims  have  been  made  upon  the  Commissariat  officer  marching  in 
rear  of  the  column ;  but  as  none  of  them  have  appeared  to  me  reasonable,  I 
have  not  ordered  them  to  be  discharged.  If  your  Grace  will  permit  me,  I 
will  forward  them  to  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  Fane. 


[  771.  ]  To  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  Lord,  London,  27th  July,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  returns  of  the  property  belonging 
to  the  French  government  captured  by  the  army,  and  two  letters 
from  the  Commissary-General,  and  one  from  the  Commissioners 
whom  I  appointed  to  take  charge  of  this  property,  to  all  of 
which  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention. 

I  have,  &C., 

Wellington. 


William  Hamilton,  Esq,,  to  Field  Marshal  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  27th  July,  1814. 

Just  as  the  messenger  is  going  off  I  have  received  notice  from  the 
Admiralty,  that  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  French  government, 
expressed  in  M.  Jaucourt's  note  to  your  Grace,  the  necessary  orders  have 
been  issued  for  substituting  Basque  Roads  for  the  Isle  of  Aix  as  the 
rendezvous  for  the  homeward  bound  trade  from  the  ports  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  your  Grace's  faithful  servant, 

William  Hamilton*. 
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To  the  Bight  Hon,  Sir  Henry  WeUesley.  [  772.  ] 


* 


My  dear  Henry,  London.  29th  July.  1814. 

I  have  had  several  conversations  with  the  ministers  and  others 
here  regarding  your  treaty  with  Spain,  and  one  in  particular 
with  Lord  Castlereagh  this  morning,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
showed  me  the  despatches  which  are  going  to  you. 

Your  treaty  is  highly  approved  of  as  far  as  it  goes.  There 
was  a  disposition  in  some  to  cavil  at  the  engagement  not  to 
renew  the  Family  Compact  being  in  a  secret  article ;  but  neither 
Lord  Castlereagh  nor  Lord  Liverpool  participate  in  this  feeling. 
They,  on  the  contrary,  rather  approve  its  being  in  a  secret 
article,  although  they  are  sensible  that  the  advantage  of  this 
concession  will  thus  not  be  known,  and  will  not  be  felt  by  the 
public. 

I  was  not  aware  till  I  had  been  some  time  here  of  the  degree 
of  frenzy  existing  here  about  the  slave  trade.  People  in  general 
appear  to  think  that  it  would  suit  the  policy  of  the  nation  to  go  to 
war  to  put  an  end  to  that  abominable  traffic ;  and  many  wish  that 
we  should  take  the  field  on  this  new  crusade.  All  agree  that  no 
favour  can  be  shown  to  a  slave-trading  country ;  and  as  Spain 
next  to  Portugal  is  supposed  to  be  the  country  which  gives  most 
protection  to  this  trade,  the  interests  and  wishes  of  Spain  are  but 
little  attended  to  here.  Besides,  it  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  un- 
popularity attached  to  the  King's  name  from  the  occurrences  at 
his  return  to  Madrid.  The  newspapers  afford  some  specimen  of 
it ;  but  at  a  late  dinner  at  Guildhall  I  recommended  the  Lord 
Mayor  to  drink  the  King  of  Spain's  health,  and  he  told  me 
that  he  w^  become  so  unpopular  in  the  City  he  was  afraid  that 
if  the  toast  were  not  positively  objected  to,  it  would  at  least  be 
received  with  so  much  disgust  as  to  render  it  very  disagreeable 
to  me  and  to  every  well-wisher  to  the  Spanish  government. 

Under  these  circumstances  you  will  not  be  surprised  that  the 
government  should  have  refused  at  present  to  allow  the  pay- 
ment of  subsidy  beyond  the  end  of  July,  and  that  they  should 
have  attached  to  the  advance  of  the  subsidy  to  the  end  of  the 
year  the  condition  that  no  slave  trade  shall  be  carried  on  north 
of  the  Line,  and  that  Spain  shall  engage  to  abolish  it  entirely  at 
the  end  of  five  years.  I  wished  to  get  the  arrear  for  the  year  1814 
for  the  first  of  these  conditions  only,  as  I  understood  from  Kilbce 
that  he  thought  that  the  King  would  consent  to  that  stipula- 
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tion ;  but  I  could  not  succeed,  and  you  will  find  yourself  autho- 
rised to  advance  the  remamder  of  the  subsidy  from  August, 
which  will  be  about  800,000i,  only  in  case  you  can  procure  the 
conditions  above  referred  to. 

In  regard  to  the  loan  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  it  will  be 
granted  only  if  the  slave  trade  is  immediately  and  entirely 
abolished ;  but  I  believe  every  facility  to  it  will  be  given  if  the 
two  first  conditions  are  complied  with,  and  if  the  King  should 
perform  his  engagements  to  his  people,  and  should  liberalise  his 
system  of  commerce  a  little. 

Upon  this  last  point  I  suggested  to  Lord  CastJereagh  to 
inquire  whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to  arrange  a  system  of 
duties  on  the  commerce  of  British  subjects  to  America,  which 
might  be  collected  here  on  export,  and  transmitted  hence  to  the 
Spanish  treasury.  This  would  give  the  King  a  certain  revenue, 
which  it  is  probable  he  would  not  get  from  America.  Lord 
Castlereagh  promised  me  to  inquire  and  to  instruct  you  on  the 
subject. 

If  I  can  find  out  how  much  subsidy  we  have  paid  in  this  year 
before  I  close  this  letter,  I  will  let  you  know  it  The  subsidy  is 
two  millions  for  the  year  1814,  including  stores.  As  the 
Spaniards  have  had  no  stores  in  that  year  excepting  provisions, 
almost  the  whole  is  due  in  money ;  and  I  should  think  that 
even  to  the  1st  of  August  the  King  must  now  have  400,000/.  or 
600,000i  due  to  him. 

Lord  Liverpool  told  me  yesterday  that  the  King  was  to  have 
the  Garter,  and  1*11  try  to  have  it  sent  to  him  by  Kilbee. 

In  regard  to  your  own  concerns,  I  spoke  to  Lord  Castlereagh 
again  about  them  this  morning.  He  sends  a  discretionary  leave 
of  absence,  but  delays  to  settle  about  your  salary  till  you  will 
arrive  here.  He  talks  of  giving  you  the  full  ambassador's 
salary,  and  he  says  that  the  exchange  has  fallen  and  is  still 
falling  to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  your  income  nearly  double 
what  it  was  before.  He  also  says  that  you  still  draw  your 
extraordinary  expenses,  to  the  amount  Hamilton  did,  of  between 
4000Z.  and  5000/.  for  the  last  quarter,  which  I  told  them  was 
that  in  which  the  King  came.  Lord  Castlereagh  seems  to  think 
that  you  would  gain  in  pension  by  being  put  on  the  full  ambas- 
sador's salary ;  and  he  thought  that  the  best  mode  of  improving 
your  situation  on  that  account 

Under  all  these  circumstances  you  will  observe  that  although 
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govemment,  particularly  Lord  Liverpool  and  Lord  Castlereagh, 
are  perfectly  satisfied  with  you,  this  is  not  the  best  time  to 
desire  that  a  mark  of  the  King's  favour  should  be  conferred 
upon  you ;  and  I  have  thought  it  best  not  to  say  anything  upon 
the  subject,  though  I  think  I  shall  to  both  Lord  Liverpool  and 
Lord  Castlereagh  before  I  shall  leave  England. 

Ill  write  an  answer  to  San  Carlos  by  Lord  Castlereagh's 
messenger. 

I  hope  to  leave  London  at  the  end  of  next  week. 

Your  boy  Gerald  is  quite  well,  so  is  Charlotte.  The  other 
two  come  from  school  to-morrow. 

I  shall  see  you  at  Paris,  and  can  talk  to  you  about  them. 
I  can  take  them  both  without  any  inconvenience,  and  will  take 
care  of  them  with  pleasure. 

Ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

Wellington. 

I  enclose  a  rough  account  made  up  from  my  warrant-book  of 
what  has  been  paid  the  Spaniards  in  hard  cash.  There  are, 
besides,  provisions  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  your  payments 
to  Whittingham's  and  Roche's  corps,  and  some  provisions  and 
stores  recently  given  over. 


Viscount  Casthreayh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  LobD,  Foreign  Office,  6  th  Aug.,  1814» 

As  we  must  be  prepared  for  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  certain  Powers  to 
adopt  even  the  limited  measure  to  which  France  has  given  her  concur- 
rence—I mean  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  at  the  end  of  five  years,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  consider  how  the  interest  of  those  Powers  may  be 
made  to  operate  in  support  of  their  duties,  or,  in  other  words,  how  they 
can  be  deprived  of  the  unjust  advantage  of  profiting  by  the  sacrifices  and 
forbearance  of  other  states,  who,  from  a  sense  of  moral  duty,  forsake  this 
species  of  commerce. 

Nothing  seems  more  likely  to  have  this  effect  than  for  the  Powers  acting 
in  concert  for  effectuating  this  great  object  to  prohibit  the  importation  into 
their  respective  dominions  of  colonial  produce  grown  within  the  territories 
of  Powers  refusing  to  enter  into  the  proposed  concert. 

This  measure  will  leave  them  in  possession  of  their  own  market,  whilst 
it  takes  from  them  ah  unjust  motive  for  augmenting  their  cultivation  in 
counteraction  of  the  general  system.  It  is  also  calculated  to  put  the 
sincerity  of  the  Powers  who  are  favourable  to  the  cause  of  abolition  to  the 
test. 

I  should  wish  your  Grace  to  sound  the  Prince  of  Bcn^vent's  sentiments 
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upon  this  subject.    The  impression  here  is  very  strong  in  favour  of  its 
efficacy  and  perfect  justice. 
I'have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlebeagh. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lobd,  Foreign  OflBce,  6th  Aug.,  1814. 

The  Prince  Regent  having  selected  your  Grace  to  fill  the  situation  of 
His  Majesty's  Ambassador  to  the  King  of  France,  I  herewith  transmit  your 
instructions  under  the  sign  manual,  also  your  letter  of  credence  to  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty. 

Your  Grace  will,  on  the  occasion  of  presenting  your  credentials,  assure 
the  King  of  France  of  the  sincere  and  cordial  friendship  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  that  His  Royal  Highness  has  no  object  more  warmly  at  heart 
than  to  cultivate  the  best  understanding  with  the  French  nation  and  with 
His  Majesty. 

You  will  further  acquaint  His  Majesty  that  your  instructions  enjoin 
you  to  concert  with  the  French  government  upon  the  principles  of  a 
common  interest  with  respect  to  the  preservation  of  that  peace  in  Europe 
which  has  been  the  immediate  fruits  of  His  Majesty's  auspicious  restora- 
tion to  his  Throne ;  upon  which  it  is  the  fervent  wish  of  the  Prince  Regent 
that  he  may  be  long  and  firmly  established,  not  only  for  the  happiness 
of  his  own  subjects,  but  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  Euroi)e,  which  can- 
not fail  to  profit  from  the  sway  of  so  just  and  mild  a  Sovereign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Castlereagii. 

[Enclosubes.j 
I. 

General  Instructions, 

In  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty. 
George,  P.  R. 

Instmctions  for  our  Right  Trusty  and  Right  entirely  Beloved  Cousin  and 
Councillor  Arthur,  Duke,  Marquess,  and  Earl  of  Wellington,  Marquess  Douro, 
Viscount  Wellington  of  Talavera  and  of  Wellington,  and  Baron  Douro  of 
Wellesley ;  a  Peer  of  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy  Coimcil,  Field  Marshal  of  His  Majesty's 
Forces,  Colonel  of  the  Royi^  Regiment  of  Horse  Guards,  Knight  of  the  Most 
Noble  Order  of  the  (barter,  Duke  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  a  Grandee  of  Spain 
of  tlio  First  Class,  Duke  of  Vitoria,  Marquess  of  Torres  Vedras,  and  Conde 
do  Vimeiro  in  Portugal,  Knight  of  the  Most  Illustrious  Order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  of  the  Spanish  Military  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand,  Knight  Gnmd  Cross 
of  the  Imperial  Military  Order  of  Maria  Theresa,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  tho 
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Imperial  Ruaedan  Order  of  St.  George,  Knight  Grand  Gross  of  the  Hoyal  Por- 
tuguese Military  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  and  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Boyal  Swedish  Military  Order  of  the  Sword,  whom  we  have  appointed  His 
Majesty's  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  our  good  Brother 
and  Cousin  the  Most  Christian  King. 

We,  reposing  the  highest  trust  in  your  fidelity,  prudence,  abilities,  and  zeal 
for  His  Majesty's  service,  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  you  to  be  His 
Majesty's  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  our  good  Brotlier 
and  Cousin  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  to  give  you  the  following  instruc- 
tions for  your  guidance  : — 

1.  You  are  upon  the  receipt  of  these  our  instructions  and  letter  of  credence 
to  proceed  with  all  convenient  speed  to  Paris,  and  being  arrived  there,  you 
will  demand  an  audience  in  the  usual  manner  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
at  which  you  will  present  your  credential  letter,  and  will  add  to  the  assurances 
therein  given  all  such  further  expressions  as  may  tend  to  evince  our  senti- 
ments of  particular  esteem  and  regard  for  His  Majesty,  and  our  earnest  desire 
to  contribute  as  far  as  in  our  power  to  the  security  of  his  throne,  and  the 
permanenf  tranquillity  of  his  dominions. 

2.  You  will  carefully  observe  the  motions  and  intentions  of  the  French 
government  with  respect  to  His  Majesty's  dominions,  and  whether  they  are 
entering  into  any  and  what  leagues  or  engagements  with  other  Powers 
which  may  be  prejudicial  to  His  Majesty,  or  endanger  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe. 

3.  You  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  discover  what  plans  or  secret 
designs  that  government  may  have  formed,  or  may  be  forming,  in  the  East  or 
West  Indies;  what  niunber  of  ships  of  war  or  land  forces  may  have  been 
sent  or  be  destined  for  foreign  service ;  what  orders  may  from  time  to  time 
be  sent  to  the  commanders  of  the  French  forces  at  their  several  settlements ; 
and  generally  what  plans  they  may  have  in  contemplation  for  the  acquisition 
of  new  colonies,  or  for  improvmg  or  fortifying  those  which  may  be  restored 
to  them  in  consequence  of  the  recent  treaty  of  peace. 

4.  You  will  make  it  an  object  of  your  very  pturticular  attention  to  discover 
whether  any  and  what  treaties  are  either  in  agitation  or  actually  entered  into 
between  France  and  any  other  European  state ;  and  in  either  case  you  will 
take  every  measure  in  your  power  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
such  treaty  or  treaties,  and  to  procure  and  transmit  correct  copies  thereof. 

5.  You  will  endeavour  to  be  informed  as  accurately  as  possible  at  all  times 
of  the  number  of  foreign  ships  of  war  which  may  arrive  in  tlie  ports  of  France, 
as  well  as  of  their  force  and  destination. 

6.  You  will  assist  and  countenance  His  Majesty's  subjects  trading  to  any 
of  tlie  dominions  of  France,  who  may  have  any  suits  or  pretensions  depending 
there,  procuring  for  them  good  and  speedy  justice  and  all  the  favour  you  are 
able ;  yet,  for  our  honour  and  your  own  credit,  you  must  not  engage  yourself 
in  any  complaints  which  may  raise  clamour,  without  a  justifiable  cause  or 
legal  proofs,  but  only  such  as  may  deserve  the  interposition  of  His  Majesty's 
name  for  the  relief  and  support  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  their  rights. 

7.  You  will  constantly  correspond  with  His  Majesty's  several  ministers 
employed  in  foreign  courts  during  your  residence  in  France  for  your  mutual 
information  and  assistance  ;  but  you  are  on  no  account  to  communicate  with 
your  private  friends  on  public  afiairs,  or  permit  any  person  connected  with 
your  mission  so  to  do. 

8.  You  will  in  general  bo  extremely  attentive  in  making  yourself  master  of 
the  interior  state  of  the  government  of  France,  in  studying  the  dispositions 
and  interests  of  the  several  persons  of  both  sexes  who  arc  or  ma.*^  ^^\£l>^<^ 
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confidence  of  the  King,  and  in  making  the  closest  inquiries  possible  into  the 
views  and  character  of  the  Ministers  of  State,  not  only  in  regard  to  their 
pacific  or  warlike  inclinations,  but  to  their  particular  connexions  with  one 
another,  their  opinions,  their  abilities,  their  power,  and  the  degree  of  influence 
each  has  or  may  have  with  the  King. 

9.  As  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  His  Majesty's  service  to  be  as  accurately 
informed  as  possible  of  the  interior  state  of  France,  you  will  not  fail  to  pay 
attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  several  constituted  authorities  throughout 
France,  and  you  will  use  your  endeavours  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  character  and  views  of  the  persons  who  may  have  the  lead  in  the  respective 
departments,  and  of  the  factions  which  may  prevail  therein ;  and  you  will 
regularly  transmit  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  all 
such  accounts  upon  this  subject  as  may  appear  to  you  to  be  interesting  for 
our  information. 

10.  On  your  arrival  at  Paris  you  will  receive  from  His  Majesty's  minister 
there  the  whole  of  his  correspondence,  and  you  are  to  consider  the  instructions 
contained  therein  as  the  rule  of  your  conduct  as  for  as  the  present  circum- 
stances will  admit,  and  you  will  also  at  the  expiration  of  your  mission  either 
deliver  to  your  successor  or  transmit  to  the  office  of  His  Majesty's  aforesaid 
Secretary  of  State  the  originals  of  the  official  papers  in  your  custody  and  your 
official  correspondence. 

11.  You  will  make  the  commercial  interest  of  this  country  an  object  of  your 
constant  attention,  and  will  take  an  early  opportunity  to  enter  into  discussion 
with  the  French  government  upon  such  matters  arising  out  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  as  may  require  speedy  adjustment,  and  which  may  hereafter 
lead  to  arrangements  of  a  more  extensive  nature  for  the  mutual  advantage  of 
the  two  nations. 

12.  You  will  use  your  best  endeavours  to  procure  us  as  exact  an  account  as 
possible  of  the  countries  under  the  dominion  of  France,  particularly  as  to  the 
state  of  their  defence,  accompanied  with  accurate  descriptions  of  their  fortifi- 
cations, and  also  as  to^  the  number  and  condition  of  the  forces  by  land  and 
sea  of  the  French  Empire,  and  the  means  of  augmenting  the  same  upon 
occasion. 

13.  You  are  likewise  to  inform  yourself  accurately  of  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  government,  of  the  particulars,  the  amount,  and  the  state  of  the  revenue, 
and  whence  it  arises,  and  of  the  resources  which  the  government  may  have 
for  levying  any  and  what  extraordinary  supplies. 

14.  You  are  further  to  procure  an  account  of  the  population  of  the  dominions 
of  France,  of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  commerce  and  manu&ctnres  carried 
on  in  the  different  parts  of  that  countiy,  and  of  the  situation  and  treatment  of 
British  merchants  resident  therein. 

15.  You  will  from  time  to  time  impart  to  us  all  such  intelligence  as  yon 
can  procure  on  the  several  points  prescribed  to  you  in  these  instructions,  or  on 
any  others  not  particularly  specified  herein  which  may  relate  to  His  Majesty's 
service  or  to  the  advantage  of  his  kingdoms.  But  you  will  send  your  accounts 
of  the  dominions,  forces,  revenues,  expenses,  and  resources  of  the  dominions 
of  France,  and  of  the  population  and  commerce  of  its  subjects,  in  separate 
letters  confined  to  these  matters  only,  and  addressed  to  His  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs;  and  in  order  that  our  instructions  may 
be  transmitted  to  you  with  greater  security,  and  also  for  the  better  conduct  of 
your  correspondence,  as  well  with  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  as  his 
ministers  residing  in  foreign  parts  with  respect  to  such  matters  as  may  require 
pcuticular  caution  and  secrecy,  we  have  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  you 
proper  cyphers  and  decyphers,  which  you  will  keep  carefully  deposited  under 
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secure  locks,  and  use  eyery  other  precaution  to  guard  against  their  being  dis- 
covered, which  would  be  so  highly  prejudicial  to  His  Majesty's  service. 

16.  Whereas  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  22nd  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  for 
regulating  the  payments  out  of  His  Majesty's  Civil  List  revenues,  it  is  amongst 
other  things  enacted  that  receipts  from  His  Majesty's  ministers,  commissioners, 
and  consuls  in  foreign  parts  shall  be  filed  in  His  Majesty's  Exchequer  for  all 
sums  of  money  which  shall  be  issued  and  i)aid  to  His  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  or  Secretaries  of  State  for  foreign  secret  service,  and  which  sliall 
be  sent  or  given  by  such  Secretary  or  Secretaries  of  State  to  any  of  His 
Majesty's  said  ministers,  commissioners,  or  consuls  respectively,  for  the  said 
purpose,  an  oath  according  to  the  form  in  the  said  Act  prescribed  should  1>e 
taken  by  them  within  one  year  after  their  arrival  in  Great  Britain  :  We,  to 
the  intent  that  the  provisions  in  the  said  Act  in  this  respect  should  be  strictly 
observed,  have  directed  an  extract  thereof  to  be  delivered  to  you  with  these 
instructions,  and  we  do  hereby  strictly  require  and  command  that  you  punc- 
tually conform  yourself  thereto  upon  all  occasions  which  may  arise  during 
your  employment  abroad. 

17.  We  have  also  directed  to  be  delivered  to  you  herewith  a  printed  extract 
of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  fifth  year  of  His  Majesty's  royal  predecessor  King 
George  the  First,  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  arising  from  seducing  arti- 
ficers out  of  His  Majesty's  dominions.  It  is  our  Royal  will  and  pleasure 
that  you  take  proper  steps  to  procure  exact  information  respecting  all  persons 
of  that  description  who  may  be  resident  in  France,  and  that  you  use  your 
best  endeavours  to  induce  them  to  return,  strictly  conforming  yourself  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  Act  for  this  purpose. 

18.  At  your  return  we  shall  expect  from  you  a  narrative  in  writing  of  what- 
ever may  have  happened  at  Paris  worthy  our  notice,  together  with  such 
observations  on  the  situation  and  views  of  France  as  your  knowledge  of  them 
shall  enable  you  to  make. 

Given  at  the  Palace  of  Carlton  House,  the  ninth  day  of  August, 
One  thousand  Eight  hundred  and  Fourteen,  in  the  fifty-fourth 

year  of  His  Majesty's  Beign. 

George,  P.  B. 


11. 
Ths  Prince  Regent  to  the  King  of  France, 

Sir,  my  Brother  and  Cousiy, 

Having  made  choice  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Field  Marshal  of  Hia 
Majesty's  Forces,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  a  Peer 
of  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Knight  of  the  Most  Noble  Order  of 
the  Garter,  and  of  various  other  illustrious  Orders,  to  repair  to  your  Royal 
Court  with  the  character  of  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary,  I  have  charged  him  to  deliver  this  letter  to  your  Majesty. 
From  the  experience  I  have  had  of  his  distinguished  talents  and  zeal  for  His 
Majesty's  service,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  choice  which  I  have  made 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  upon  this  occasion  will  be  perfectly  agreeable 
to  your  Majesty.  I  request  that  your  Majesty  will  give  entire  credence  to  all 
tliat  he  shall  communicate  to  you  on  my  part,  more  especially  when  he  shall 
convey  to  your  Majesty  the  assurances  of  my  sincere  esteem  and  aflfection  for 
your  person,  and  of  my  ardent  desire  to  cement  more  closely  tiift>i»\wi\aA. 
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good  underotanding  which  at  present  so  happily  subsist  between  the  two 

Crowns. 

Being,  my  good  Brother  and  Cousin, 

Tour  Majesty's  affectionate  Brother  and  Cousin, 

George,  P.  R. 

Given  at  my  Palace  of  Carlton  House,  the  8th  of  August,  1814. 


III. 

ANNO  QUINTO  GEORGH  REGIS. 
Cap.  XXVII. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  Inconveniences  arising  from  seducing  Artificers  in  the 
Manufactures  of  Great  Britain  into  Foreign  Parts. 

Whereas  divers  ill-disposed  persons,  as  well  foreigners  as  subjects  of  this 
kingdom,  by  confederacy  with  foreigners  have  of  late  drawn  away  and  trans- 
ported, and  have  also  made  divers  attempts  to  entice,  draw  away,  and 
transport,  several  artificers  and  manufacturers  of  and  in  wool,  iron,  steel,  brass, 
and  other  metals,  clock-makers,  watch-makers,  and  divers  other  manufacturers 
of  Great  Britain,  out  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  into  foreign  countries,  by 
entering  into  contracts  with  them  to  give  them  greater  wages  and  advantages 
than  they  have  or  can  reasonably  expect  witliin  this  kingdom,  and  by  making 
them  large  promises,  and  using  other  arts  to  inveigle  and  draw  them  away  : 
And  whereas  there  is  great  danger  that,  by  means  of  these  and  such  like 
practices,  many  great  and  profitable  branches  of  the  trades  and  manufactures 
of  this  kingdom  may  be  transplanted  into  foreign  countries :  Therefore,  for 
the  preventing  the  like  practices  for  the  future,  bo  it  enacted  by  the  King's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  if  at  any  time  hereafter  any  person  or 
persons  shall  contract  with,  entice,  endeavour  to  persuade  or  solicit  any 
manufacturer  or  artificer  of  or  in  wool,  iron,  steel,  brass  or  any  other  metal, 
clock-maker,  watch-maker,  or  any  other  artificer  or  manufacturer  of  Great 
Britain,  to  go  out  of  this  kingdom  into  any  foreign  country  out  of  His  Majesty's 
dominions,  and  shall  be  lawfully  convicted  thereof  upon  any  indictment  or 
information  whicli  sliall  be  preferred  or  brought  against  him  or  them  in  any 
of  His  Majesty's  courts  at  Westminster,  or  at  the  assizes  or  general  gaol- 
delivery,  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  riding,  or  division 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed,  the  person  and  persons  so  convict 
shall  be  fined  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  for  such  first 
ofience,  according  to  the  discretion  of  tlie  court  in  which  such  conviction 
shall  be,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  for  the  space  of  three  months,  and  until 
such  fine  shall  be  paid ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons,  having  been  once  convict 
as  aforesaid,  shaU  offend  again,  and  be  so  convict  a  second  time  of  the  like 
offence,  then  and  in  such  case  the  person  so  convict  a  second  time  shall  bo 
fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  where  such  conviction  shall  be,  and  be 
imprisoned  for  twelve  months  and  until  such  fine  shall  be  paid. 

II.  Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  prosecuted 
for  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid  unless  such  prosecution  sliall  be  begun  within 
the  space  of  twelve  months  next  after  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

HI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects  witJiin  this  kingdom,  being  such  artificer  or  manufac- 
turer as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  May  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen,  go  into  any  country  out 
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of  HiB  Majesty's  dominions,  there  to  use  or  exercise,  or  to  teach  any  of  the 
said  trades  or  manufactures  to  foreigners,  or  [in  case  any  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects  now  being,  or  who  hereafter  shall  be,  in  any  such  foreign  country  out 
of  His  Majesty's  dominions  as  aforesaid,  and  there  using  or  exercising  any  of 
the  said  trades  or  manufactures  hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  not  return  into 
this  realm  within  six  months  next  after  warning  shall  be  given  to  him  by  the 
ambassador,  envoy,  resident,  minister,  or  consul  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  country  in  which  such  artificer  shall  be,  or  by  any  person  authorized 
by  such  ambassador,  envoy,  resident,  minister,  or  consul,  or  by  one  of  His 
Majesty's  Secretaries  of  State  for  the  time  being,  and  from  tlienceforth  con- 
tinually inhabit  and  dwell  within  this  realm ;  then  and  in  such  case  every 
such  person  or  persons  sliall  be  from  thenceforth  incapable  of  taking  any 
legacy  that  shall  be  devised  to  him  within  this  kingdom,  or  of  being  an 
executor  or  administrator  to  any  person  or  persons  within  this  kingdom,  and 
shall  be  incapable  of  taking  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  within 
this  kingdom,  by  descent,  devise,  or  purchase,  and  also  forfeit  all  his  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  and  chattels  witliin  this  kingdom,  to  His 
Majesty's  use,  and  shall  from  thenceforth  be  and  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
an  alien,  and  shall  be  out  of  His  Majesty's  protection. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tliat  from  and 
after  the  said  first  day  of  May  one  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen,  upon 
complaint  made  upon  oath  before  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  that 
any  person  or  persons  is  or  are  endeavouring  to  seduce  or  draw  away  any 
such  manufacturer  or  artificer  as  aforesaid  out  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  for 
any  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  tliat  any  such  manufacturer  or  artificer  as  afore- 
said hath  contracted,  promised,  or  is  preparing  to  go  out  of  His  Majesty's 
dominions  for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  unto  whom 
such  complaint  shall  be  made,  to  send  forth  his  warrant  to  bring  the  person 
and  persons  so  complained  of  before  him  or  them,  or  some  other  of  His 
Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  same  county,  riding,  division,  or  city ; 
and  if,  when  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  so  brought  before  such  justice  or 
justices,  it  shall  appear  to  such  justice  or  justices,  by  the  oath  or  oaths  of  one 
or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  or  by  the  confession  of  the  party  or 
parties  so  brought  before  liim  or  them,  that  the  party  so  complaine<l  of  was 
guilty  of  any  of  the  said  offences,  tlien  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  such  justice  and  justices  to  bind  the  person  so  charged  to 
appear  at  the  next  assizes,  general  gaol  delivery,  or  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  for  tlie  county,  city,  riding,  or  division  wliere  such  offence  shall  be 
committed  to  answer  the  premises,  with  reasonable  sureties  for  such  his  appear- 
ance; and  in  case  such  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such 
security,  then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such 
justice  and  justices  to  commit  tlie  person  or  persons  so  refusing  to  the  county 
gaol,  there  to  be  kept  until  the  next  assizes  or  next  quarter  sessions  of  the 
county,  city,  riding,  or  division  where  such  commitment  shall  be,  at  the 
election  of  such  justice  of  the  peace,  and  until  he,  she,  or  tliey  shall  be 
delivered  by  due  course  of  law ;  and  in  case  any  such  artificer  or  manufacturer 
shall  be  convict  upon  any  indictment  to  be  preferred  against  liim  at  such 
assizes  or  general  gaol  delivery,  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid, 
of  any  such  promise  or  contract,  or  preparation  to  go  abroad  beyond  the  seas, 
for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  then  and  in  such  case  the  person  so  convict 
shall  give  such  security  to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  not  to  depart 
out  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  such 
court  shall  think  reasonable,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  until  such  security  ^W^ 
be  given. 
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V.  And  bo  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  offences  shall  be  committed  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland,  the  same  shall  be  prosecuted  in  the  Court  of  Justiciary  or 
the  circuits  tliore. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  6th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  am  to  signify  to  your  Grace  the  commands  of  the  Prince  Regent  that 
yon  do  take  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  your  arrival  at  Paris,  to  call  tlie 
attention  of  the  French  government  to  the  important  question  of  the  slave 
trade. 

That  your  Grace  may  be  fully  possessed  of  the  present  state  of  the  dis- 
cussions with  the  French  government  on  this  point,  I  send  your  Grace  a 
variety  of  documents  according  to  the  annexed  schedule. 

It  having  been  my  duty  to  press  the  immediate  abolition  to  the  utmost 
in  repeated  conferences  with  the  Prince  of  B^n^vent,  you  will  find  the 
topics  only  cursorily  alluded  to  in  the  notes  and  letters  which  passed 
between  that  minister  and  myself.  This  correspondence  will  serve,  how- 
ever, to  prove  to  your  Grace  that  the  British  government  has  every  reason 
to  expect  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  government  of  France  in  gradually 
circumscribing  and,  at  the  latest,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  absolutely 
abolishing  this  offensive  traffic. 

That  your  Grace  may  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  this  subject  with  the 
weight  and  solemnity  with  which  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Parliament,  and 
the  British  nation  re^Eird  it,  you  will  solicit  a  particular  audience  from  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  accompanying 
letter.  You  will  support  the  earnest  representations  therein  contained 
with  such  arguments  and  facts  as  your  Grace's  knowledge  of  the  public 
feeling  and  of  the  state  of  the  trade  may  warrant  you  in  laying  before  His 
Majesty  ;  and  you  will  feel  yourself  enabled  to  press  the  measure  with  the 
more  earnestness  from  the  sacrifice  made  in  negotiating  the  peace  by  the 
British  government  to  what  the  King  of  France  considered  to  be  due  to  his 
•wn  situation  under  the  extent  of  prejudice  amongst  his  subjects  against  an 
immediate  abolition. 

Upon  the  subject  of  immediate  abolition,  the  voice  of  the  nation  will  not 
permit  me  to  omit  instructing  your  Grace  to  make  another  effort. 

Tour  Grace  will  again  urge  all  the  arguments  resulting  from  the  experi- 
ence of  this  country  in  respect  to  the  safety  of  the  measure  of  abolition. 
You  may  represent  that  it  will  be  easier  to  prevent  the  revival  than  to 
terminate  it  when  once  recommenced ;  and,  above  all,  you  will  suggest 
that  as  one  of  the  strong  objections  brought  for\vard  by  the  government  of 
France,  namely,  their  repugnance  to  have  a  stipulation  of  this  nature  in 
apfjcarance  forced  upon  them,  is  now  wholly  at  an  end,  France  having 
made  its  peace,  can,  at  the  present  moment,  with  the  highest  character  and 
true  glory,  yield  that  to  a  principle  of  humanity  which  she  would  not  con- 
cede as  the  condition  of  peace  and  of  the  restoration  of  her  colonies. 

Should  your  Grace  imfortunately  fail  in  this  attempt,  you  will  try  what 
can  be  effectuated  in  reduction  of  the  import  into  the  French  colonies.    If 
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the  Freucli  government  can  be  prevailed  on  to  confine  the  import  of  slaves 
to  the  making  good  the  deficiencies  in  the  gangs  required  for  the  existing 
plantations,  much  would  be  gained.  This  might  be  regulated  by  licences, 
to  the  exclusion  of  import  for  breaking  up  and  cultivating  fresh  ground. 

I  send  your  Grace  an  Order  in  Council  for  the  registration  of  slaves  in 
the  island  of  Trinidad.  It  is  intended,  without  delay,  to  extend  this 
measure  to  the  colonies  lately  ceded  by  France  to  Great  Britain.  You  will 
see  the  importance  of  some  regulation  of  this  nature  to  check  the  illicit 
introduction  of  fresh  slaves  into  the  French  colonies  where  this  traffic  may 
cither  be  prohibited  or  limited. 

But  the  measure  to  which,  in  failure  of  absolute  abolition,  I  am,  above 
all  others,  to  direct  your  attention,  is  the  preventing  the  revival  of  the 
trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa  north  of  the  Line.  With  the  exception  of 
some  very  slight  attempts  made  by  the  Portuguese  near  Whydah,  on  the 
Gold  CoaJat,  I  believe  I  am  warranted  in  stating  that  duriuj;  tlie  war  the 
whole  north-western  coast  of  Africa  has  been  freed  from  this  traffic,  and 
has,  in  consequence,  made  a  certain  progress  towards  a  social  and  civilizing 
system  of  commerce. 

Your  Grace  will  press  the  importance  of  an  early  decree  on  this  subject 
on  the  part  of  the  French  government.  If  the  traffic  is  once  suffered 
to  revive  on  this  coast,  even  for  the  shortest  time,  it  may  estrange  the 
natives  from  their  industrious  habits  and  renew  their  taste  for  those  crimes 
which  slave  trade  generates.  The  nearer  you  can  carry  the  point  of 
demarcation  to  Cape  Lopez  the  better.  It  must  not  be  farther  to  the 
westward  than  Cape  Formosa,  else  the  current  of  supply  from  the  interior 
will  only  take  another  direction,  and  vent  itself  between  Cape  Palmas  and 
Cape  Formosa. 

To  guard  against  illicit  trading,  vessels  found  with  slaves  on  board 
within  a  certain  distance  of  the  coast  to  the  northward  of  the  point  named 
should  be  seizable.  Without  this  precaution  they  will  nm  down  the  coast 
from  Senegal  and  Goree,  and  receive  the  slaves  on  board  by  boats  from  the 
shore,  without  the  necessity  of  entering  a  port.  Such  a  regulation  is,  in 
fact,  no  hardship,  as  the  course  to  the  West  Indies  for  vessels  having 
taken  on  board  slaves  in  the  ports  to  the  southward  of  the  Line  is  large  to 
the  westward,  and  does  not  require  them  to  recross  the  Line  till  far 
advanced  on  their  voyage. 

A  second  regulation,  highly  important,  is  to  prevail  upon  France  to 
accede  to  a  reciprocal  permission  to  our  respective  cruisers,  within  certain 
latitudes,  to  visit  the  merchant  ships  of  the  other  Power ;  and  if  found 
with  slaves  on  board,  in  contravention  of  the  law  of  their  particular  state, 
to  carry  or  send  them  in  for  adjudication.  To  soften  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  perhaps  it  might  be  exp«iient  to  require  the  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion to  be  passed  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  of  the  country  to  which  the 
ship  detained  belongs ;  the  proceeds,  if  condemned,  being  divided  between 
the  captors  and  the  State.  Some  power  of  this  nature  within  the  track  of 
the  slave  trader  is  of  the  first  importance. 

Your  Grace  will  urge  the  French  Minister  to  take  a  decisive  measure  at 
least  for  the  protection  of  the  north-western  coast  before  he  leaves  Paris 
for  the  Congress.  The  season  for  vessels  fitting  out  for  this  traffic 
approaches.    It  is  besides  important  that  the  voice  of  His  Moat  GKvUt\^\w 
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Majesty  should  make  itself  publicly  heard  on  this  question  without  loss 
of  time.  Such  a  demonstration  of  sentiment  is  of  great  moment,  as  well 
to  give  weight  to  the  mediation  of  the  French  negotiator  at  Vienna,  as  to 
create  a  public  sentiment  in  France  upon  a  subject  to  which  their  Sovereign 
has  solemnly  vowed  his  unremitting  protection. 

I  am,  with  great  tinith  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace*8  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Cabtlebeagh. 

P.S.  I  also  transmit  for  your  Grace's  information  copy  of  a  letter 
received  from  the  War  Department  and  of  the  letter  therein  referred  to 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  African  Society  respecting  the  slave  trade.* 


Viscount  CasUereagh  to  Field  MartHial  tJie  Duhe  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  6th  Aug.,  1814. 

1  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  I  have  received  the  com- 
mands of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  set  out  shortly  for  the 
Continent,  in  order  to  assist  as  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  at  the  approaching  Congress  of  Vienna. 

It  is  His  Royal  Highness's  pleasure  that  you  still  continue,  as  on  the 
former  occasion,  to  address  your  despatches  to  me  at  the  Foreign  Office, 
sending  duplicates  of  such  as  you  may  be  of  opinion  ought  to  be  made 
known  to  me  without  delay  to  Vienna. 

Your  Grace  will  conduct  your  corrcsi^ndence  with  me  at  Vienna  by  the 
most  favourable  opportunities  which  may  offer ;  but  you  will  avoid 
incurring  any  unnecessary  expense  by  sending  messengers  on  occasions 
which  do  not  appear  to  you  to  require  immediate  despatch. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  resi)ect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Cabtlereaoh. 


The  Prince  Begeut  to  the  King  of  France. 

Sir,  mv  Brother  akd  Cousin, 

Your  Majesty's  long  residence  in  this  country  lins  enabled  you  to  appre- 
ciate the  sentiments  of  the  British  nation  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 
The  King's  Ambassador  at  your  Majesty's  court  will  lay  before  your 
Majesty  the  successive  and  solenm  appeals  made  to  me  by  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  the  assurances  I  have  given  them  of  my  unremitting  en- 
deavours to  deliver  Africa  from  the  long  train  of  sufferings  inseparable  from 
this  inhuman  traffic. 

However  long  rooted  in  the  system  of  the  world,  your  Majesty's  l*ene- 
volent  heart,  I  well  know,  recoils  from  the  continuance  of  a  trade  which 

*  Bee  page  150. 
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checks  all  prospect  of  civilization  and  improvement  in  one  great  continent 
on  the  globe,  and  I  entreat  your  Majesty  to  employ  your  powerful  endea- 
vours to  accelerate  the  moment  of  its  universal  extinction.  The  voice  and 
example  of  your  Majesty  will  in  itself  be  productive  of  the  most  decisive 
and  happy  consequences  in  behalf  of  these  suffering  people. 

Anxious  in  all  matters  to  concert  my  measures  with  your  Majesty  for 
the  common  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind,  I  own  it  would  afford  me 
the  highest  of  all  possible  gratifications  were  we  enabled  together  to  efface 
this  painful  and  disgusting  stain,  not  only  from  the  practice  of  our  own 
but  of  all  the  other  states  with  whom  we  are  in  friendly  relations. 

Entreating  your  Majesty's  favourable  reception  of  the  representations 
which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  is  instructed  to  lay  before  you  on  this  to 
nic  and  to  the  nation,  most  interesting  subject, 

I  am,  with  the  warmest  and  most  respectful  affection. 

Sir,  my  brother  and  cousin, 

Your  Majesty's  good  brother  and  cousin, 

Georqe,  P.R. 

GiveD  at  my  Palace  of  Carlton  House,  the  9th  day  of  August,  1814. 


H,  Chtdbum^  Esq,,  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  dear  Lobd,  Ghent,  9th  Aug.,  1814. 

We  arrived  here  as  wo  expected  on  Saturday,  and  found  the  American 
Commissioners,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Russell,  waiting  our  arrival  with 
some  anxiety.  We  have  had  two  conferences  with  them,  and  as  far  as  I 
can  judge  from  the  mode  in  which  they  have  been  conducted,  I  believe  that 
they  are  sincere  in  their  wish  to  re-establish  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
They  have  conducted  themselves  with  more  candour  and  openness  than  I 
had  expected  to  find  from  them,  and  I  might  say  with  as  much  as  could 
have  been  expected  by  any  one.  You  will  learn  from  our  public  letter  that 
they  are  instructed  upon  all  the  points  put  forward  by  us,  except  the  Indian 
boundary,  upon  which  I  think  there  is  but  little  hope  of  their  concluding 
anything  without  the  receipt  of  instructions  from  America.  I  cannot  better 
explain  the  grounds  upon  which  I  have  formed  this  opinion  than  by  enclosing 
you  an  abstract  of  the  conversation  which  we  had  with  them  to-day. 

I  believe  that  they  do  not  mean  to  put  forward  any  claim  to  fish  within 
the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  British  North  American  territories,  or  to 
dry  their  nets  and  fish  upon  the  shores.  At  least  Mr.  Adams,  who  is  the 
spokesman  of  the  American  Commission,  contented  himself  merely  with 
stating  that  on  that  point  they  had  no  instructions ;  and  as  he  never  again 
recurred  to  the  subject,  upon  which  (if  America  had  intended  to  insist)  she 
must  have  instructed  her  Commissioners,  I  conclude  that  we  shall  not  be 
troubled  on  that  score. 

We  have  been  particularly  careful  to  say  nothing  in  these  preliminary 
proceedings  which  could  in  any  degree  cause  irritation  on  their  part,  and 
have  therefore  rather  let  any  observation  of  the  Americans  which  gave  an 
opening  for  a  sharp  answer  pass  without  observation,  IbaAi  \giX  \m\x^  ^ 
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squabble  which  oould  lead  to  no  object.  To  this,  if  we  continue  our  ne- 
gotiations, we  intend  to  adhere.  Whether  they  will  be  continued  or  not 
must  depend  upon  your  decision  whether  we  shall  proceed  to  discuss  our 
other  points  of  difference  in  the  imccrtainty  in  which  the  Americans  are 
with  resi>ect  US  Indian  boundary,  or  whether  we  shall  suspend  all  our 
proceedings. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  faithfully, 

Hesby  Goulburn. 

[Enclosure.] 

Substance  (f  Conference  on  9th  Augttst, 

Mr.  Adams  stated  that — 

1.  On  the  points  of  impressment  and  allegiance  tlioy  had  instnictions  to 
negotiate. 

2.  On  an  Indian  boundary  they  had  none. 

3.  On  the  British  bomidory  they  had  instructions. 

4.  On  the  fisheries  they  had  none. 

Mr.  Adams  and  occasionally  tlie  other  American  Commissioners  stated  that 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  American  gOYemmont  sliould  have  furnlBhod 
instructions  on  the  point  No.  2,  as  it  woa  one  never  contemplated  by  them  as 
being  in  dispute.  No  European  power  had  ever  considered  the  Indian  nations 
as  Great  Britain  appeared  now  to  consider  them.  He  hoped  that  the  British 
government,  as  so  much  nearer  the  seat  of  negotiation,  would  so  modify  the 
instmotion  as  to  this  point  being  a  sine  quft  non  as  not  to  preclude  discussion 
on  the  other  points,  in  which  there  might  be  much  use. 

To  theso  observations  it  was  generally  answered  that  it  might  happen  on 
some  of  the  grounds  stated  that  the  American  Conmussioners  might  not  be 
furnished  with  instructions  on  this  point ;  but  that  as  each  power  had  made 
treaties  with  the  Indians,  and  some  of  them  were  tlie  Allies  of  Great  Britain, 
it  could  not  be  wholly  out  of  contemplation  that  Great  Britain  should  stipulate 
for  them  in  any  treaty  with  the  United  States.  That  though  Great  Britain 
was  nearer  the  seat  of  negotiation  than  the  seat  of  tlie  American  government, 
that  consideration  might  facilitate  communication,  but  must  not  induce  any 
expectation  that  such  a  facility  would  produce  any  fundamental  change.  That 
there  would  be  difSculty  even  in  sending  a  despatch  to  the  British  government 
which  announced  a  mere  discussion  without  any  prospect  of  terminating  it  by 
at  least  a  provisional  article,  and  it  would  bo  very  satisfactory  to  know  how  fajr 
they  felt  themselves  authorised  to  conclude  an  arrangement  of  this  latter  kind, 
although  not  furnished  with  specific  instructions. 

To  this  it  was  replied :  That  the  extent  of  their  discretion  on  this  point  had 
not  been  considered  by  them.  That  any  provisional  arrangement  must  be  on 
their  own  responsibilily,  and  their  government  might  not  give  effect  to  it.  That 
by  discussion  such  views  of  the  subject  might  appear  as  would  make  such  a 
provisional  arrangement  unnecessary,  especially  if  they  were  brought  clearly 
to  understand  the  view  with  which  the  British  government  made  it  a  sino 
qu&  non. 

To  this  it  was  answered  :  That  a  provisional  article  on  such  contingencies  as 
were  stated  was  the  least  the  British  Commissioners  could  hold  out  to  their 
government  as  the  object  of  the  discussion  proposed,  because  the  other  points 
were  made  to  depend  upon  this.  The  general  views  of  Great  Britain  were  to 
procure  to  her  Allies  a  peace  as  permanent  as  that  procured  for  themselves. 
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and  to  establigh  the  Indian  nations  aa  a  sort  of  barrier  between  the  two  States, 
to  prevent  their  future  collision. 

Mr.  Bayard  observed  this  effi^ct  would  result  from  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  which  would  bo  immediatc^ly  followed  by 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  for  negotiating  wliioh  Com- 
missioners had  already  been  appointed,  and  that  tins  latter  peace  would 
certainly  fix  limits  to  their  territories. 

To  this  it  was  said  that  Groat  Britain  wished  to  judge  of  the  prospect  of  the 
permanency  of  the  peace  made  with  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Bayard  asked  wliether  it  was  intended  to  restrain  the  Indians  from 
alienating  their  own  lauds  ? 

It  was  answered  that  the  restraint  need  not  be  on  the  Indian  right  of  aliena- 
tion, but  on  the  right  of  the  United  States  or  Great  Britain  to  acquire  those 
lands  by  purchase  or  cession. 

Mr.  Clay  stated  in  strong  tenns  liis  sense  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  any 
article  beiiig  framed  on  the  subject  which  would  be  acceded  to  by  the 
American  government. 

Mr.  Adams  stated  that  the  United  States  had  some  topics  of  their  own  to 
bring  forward  for  discussion  : 

1st.  Blockades,  belligerent  and  neutral  rights. 

2nd.  Glaims  for  captures. 

3rd.  Treaty  of  commerce. 

To  which  it  was  stated  that  we  had  no  instructions  on  the  latter  point,  our 
powers  extending  only  to  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity.  If  we  mode 
that,  there  was  nothing  in  its  conclusion  that  precludal  the  discussion  of  a 
oonmiercial  treaty. 

The  conference  broke  up  with  mutual  expressions  of  satisfaction  at  the 
candour  shown  by  the  other. 


Rear- Admired  T,  B.  Martin  to  Fiehl  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wdlington. 

My  Lord,  Antwerp,  nth  Aug.,  1814. 

In  consequence  of  your  Grace's  questions  respecting  Antwerp  (which  I, 
of  course,  consider  as  confidential),  I  beg  to  transmit  an  extract  of  a  letter 
which  I  wrote  to  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  4th  instant ;  and  I  liave  since 
employed  myself  in  ascertaining  what  will  be  most  essential  to  be  done 
with  a  view  to  the  destruction  of  Antwerp  as  a  naval  port,  and  I  shall 
bo  prepared  to  give  a  full  statement  on  this  subject  when  I  return  to 
Enghind. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

T.  B.  Mabtin. 

[Enolosube.] 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Martin  to  the  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

dated  at  Antwerp^  the  ^th  August,  1814. 

"  An  examination  into  the  capacity  of  this  port  and  its  local  advantages  as 
a  naval  establishment  has  shown  them  to  an  extent  of  which  I  had  no  concep- 
tion ;  and  although  it  is  evident  your  Lordship  is  aware  of  its  importance,  yet, 
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being  on  the  spot,  I  venture  to  allude  to  it,  lest  on  any  future  occasion  its 
effectual  dismemberment  as  a  place  of  naval  equipment  should  come  under 
consideration ;  and  my  personal  observations  justify  me  in  saying  that  the 
peace  which  reduces  Antwerp  simply  and  completely  to  a  commercial  port  is 
an  event  as  interesting  to  Great  Britain  as  any  its  history  can  produce. 

"  The  artificers  omploye<l  in  the  yanl  amounted  to  upwanls  of  4000  besides 
labourers ;  and,  had  not  two-tliirds  of  them  been  called  to  the  army  and 
lost  in  the  late  battles,  it  was  intended  that  eight  sail  of  the  line  shouhl  Ix) 
launched  this  year  and  ten  the  next.  And  the  establishment,  still  progressing 
to  the  maturity  chalked  out  by  tlie  genius  of  Buonaparte,  would,  in  a  very  little 
time,  have  given  an  annual  augmentation  to  the  fleet  to  an  extent  which,  con- 
sidered only  as  auxiliary  to  their  efforts  at  other  ports,  would  have  out- 
stripped the  best  means  and  exertions  of  England  to  produce  a  corresponding 
augmentation  of  force. 

"  I  beg  to  send  your  Lor»iship  a  map  of  Antwerp  wherein  are  shown  the 
basins  for  the  reception  of  the  ships  of  war  in  the  winter ;  and  while  Uiey 
remain,  the  port  retains  its  capacity  to  become  as  great  as  ever  within  a  very 
short  period.** 


Viscmmt  Castlereagh  to  Field  MarsJuil  the  Puke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  DBAB  Lobd,  London,  14th  Aug.,  1814. 

Tou  will  see  from  the  enclosed  Talleyrand  has  opened  himself  considerably 
to  Sir  0.  Stuart  on  the  views  of  his  Court.  You  can  best  judge,  on  your 
arrival,  how  far  my  passing  a  day  or  two  at  Paris,  on  my  way  to  Vienna,  is 
likely  to  be  well  taken.  It  may  ix)ssibly  be  desired  to  remove  any  impres- 
sion of  councils  to  the  exclusion  of  France,  If  you  deem  it  advisable,  I  can 
easily  separate  from  Lady  C.  at  Brussels,  pass  by  Paris,  and  meet  her  at 
Dijon,  on  the  route  of  Switzerland.  Forty-eight  hours  is  the  utmost  I 
should  think  it  advisable  to  remain  at  Paris  under  present  circumstances. 
Send  me  your  opinion  without  delay  to  Brussels,  where  I  shall  be  about 
the  20th. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

Castlereagh. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Sir  C.  Stuart,  that  he  may  send  us 
his  opinion  to  Brussels  in  the  event  of  business  having  detained  you  in  the 
Low  Countries. 


[Enclosubeb.] 

I. 

Sir  C,  Stuart  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Mt  Lord,  Paris,  Ist  Aug.,  1814. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your  Lordship,  the  Prince  de  IMnevent 
has  resumed  his  conversation  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  the  negotiations 
whicli  may  be  expected  to  take  place  at  the  Congress ;  and  although  he  says 
tliat  his  correspondence  with  your  Lordship  gives  him  every  reason  to  flatter 
himself  that  the  result  will  bo  such  as  the  interests  of  France  in  particular 
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and  Eorope  in  general  require,  yet  the  state  of  affairs  in  Russia  and  in  Austria 
cannot  but  occasion  the  utmost  inquietude  to  Powers  which  are  in  danger  of 
being  mutually  involved  in  their  quarrels  ;  that  the  concession  of  every  object 
in  the  North  of  Germany  my  Court  can  desire  is  much  the  interest  of  France, 
because  the  influence  which  Russia  proposes  to  establish  by  the  extension 
of  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Oldenburg  on  the  frontiers  of 
Holland  will  give  that  power  a  weight  in  the  affairs  of  the  North  of  Germany 
from  which  it  is  alike  the  desire  of  France  and  Great  Britain  that  she  should 
be  excluded. 

The  Prince  de  B^n^vent  said  he  had  witnessed  with  satisfaction  the  feeling 
which  not  only  Austria  but  even  the  Russian  nobility  had  expressed  respecting 
the  plans  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  generally  supposed  to  meditate  in  Poland. 
He  observed  that  so  long  as  the  Polish  question  was  confined  to  a  definition 
of  frontier,  it  could  not  produce  any  material  effect  upon  the  affairs  of 
Europe ;  but  that  the  instuit  the  pnnciplo  of  independence  should  bo  set 
afloat,  and  the  possible  establishment  of  a  Polish  kingdom,  with  its  corre- 
spondent forms  and  institutions,  should  be  contemplated,  though  its  limits 
should  not  reach  the  present  frontier  of  the  Russian  empire,  a  germ  of 
discord  both  in  Russia  and  in  the  rest  of  Europe  would  be  formed,  by  which 
the  interests  of  all  parties  would  eventually  be  more  or  less  equally  affected. 

He  said  tliat  tlie  probable  substitution  of  Polish  authorities  for  the  Russian 
governors,  &c.,  in  all  the  provinces  which  have  been  successively  dismembered 
from  that  ancient  monarchy  had  already  created  a  feeling  which  rendered  the 
£mperor*s  return  to  his  own  dominions  very  necessary,  and  that  if  the  influence 
derived  frx>m  the  late  auspicious  events  should  enable  His  Imperial  Majesty  to 
overcome  this  feeling,  it  will  only  lead  to  a  more  difficult  struggle  at 
Vienna  with  the  ministers  of  all  the  principal  Powers  in  Europe.  That  as  the 
efforts  of  both  France  and  England  must  be  equally  directed  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  tranquillity,  it  is  materially  necessary  that  the  two  Courts  should 
thoroughly  understand  each  other  upon  tills  subject,  and  thus  enable  their 
ministers  cordially  to  cooperate  in  defeating  a  system  so  obviously  inexpedient. 

The  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland  with  the  extension  the  natives 
generally  appear  to  expect  being  very  nearly  the  perfection  of  the  system 
formerly  laid  down  by  France  for  excluding  Russia  from  all  interference  in 
the  politics  of  Europe,  induced  me  to  assent  to  the  arguments  the  Prince  of 
Ben^vent  brought  forward,  and  to  consider  them  worthy  to  be  placed  before 
your  Lordship. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship*s  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

0.  Stuart. 

II. 
Sir  C,  Stuart  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Mt  Lord,  Paris,  8th  Aug.,  1814. 

This  government  expect  with  very  great  anxiety  the  account  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia's  arrival  at  St.  Petersburg,  as  they  consider  that  the  feeling 
which  prevails  in  his  own  Court  will  materially  affect  the  resolution  of  that 
Sovereign  respecting  the  affairs  of  Poland. 

The  Prince  de  B^n^vent,  with  reference  to  this  question,  told  me  yesterday 
that  he  considered  the  old  division  to  form  so  essential  a  part  of  the  politics 
of  Europe,  that  he  was  anxious  to  ascertain  if  my  Court  coincided  in  the  same 
opinion. 
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Ho  Boid  that  the  immediate  interesta  of  France  would  point  out  that  the 
King  of  Saxony  should  be  King  of  Poland ;  but  that  the  discord  which  must 
inevitably  follow  the  establishment  of  a  Polish  kingdom,  however  incon- 
siderable, was  so  dangerous  to  other  States,  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  abiding 
by  the  old  arrangement,  which  he  considered  to  be  infinitely  better  calculated 
for  the  preservation  of  general  tranquillity.  He  thought  that  the  question  had 
boon  lightly  considered  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  whose  mode  of  viewing 
Polisli  affiiirs  was  the  greatest  proof  of  youth  manifested  by  that  Sovereign 
during  his  stay  in  Franco.  He  therefore  conjures  my  government,  if,  as  ho 
does  not  doubt,  our  interests  on  this  important  subject  should  coincide  with 
the  views  of  France,  to  weigh  seriously  the  necessity  of  adverting  to  Polish 
afiairs  as  a  mere  arrangement  of  limits,  whenever  it  shall  be  tlie  subject  of 
consideration  at  Vienna,  in  which  endeavour  I  may  be  assured  that  Great 
Brihiin  will  rely  on  the  support  of  all  the  Great  Powers,  and  but  a  feeble  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  Russian  ministers  themselves,  who  do  not  consider  the 
re-establishment  of  a  Polish  kingdom  to  be  by  any  means  a  Russian  object. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

0.  Stuabt. 


III. 
Sir  C,  Stuart  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

Mt  Lobd,  Paris,  8th  Aug.,  1814. 

The  *  Prince  do  B^n^vent  informs  me  that  he  has  received  a  very  strong 
letter  from  the  Queen  of  Sicily,  commenting  in  the  most  severe  terms  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  towards  the  &mily  of  Ferdinand  FV.,  and 
declaring  that  the  total  abandonment  of  her  interests  by  the  Emperor  of 
Germany  only  permits  her  to  look  forward  to  the  support  of  the  other  branches 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon  and  His  Majesty's  government  to  bring  about  the 
restoration  of  Naples  to  the  legitimate  Sovereign  of  that  country. 

M.  do  B^n^vent  said  that  the  separation  of  Naples  and  Sicily  had  been  a 
great  oversight  on  the  part  of  all  the  Powers  concerned  in  the  late  negotiations, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  know  if  the  Duke  do  Campo  Chiaro  had  received  any 
encouragement  from  His  Majesty's  government,  or  that  the  hope  of  any  en- 
gagement which  could  induce  him  to  go  to  England  had  been  held  out. 

After  I  had  given  him  the  most  positive  assurances  to  the  contrary,  and  had 
related  the  circumstances  which  preceded  M.  de  Campo  Chiaro's  demand  of  a 
passport,  he  represented  in  strong  terms  the  inconvenience  of  Murat's  con- 
tinuance on  the  tlirono  of  Naples,  and  expressed  his  conviction  of  the  necessity 
that  King  Ferdinand  should  be  ro-establislied  in  terms  which  convince  me  that 
the  interests  of  that  Sovereign  is  one  of  the  principal  questions  which  will  bo 
brouglit  forward  in  the  ensuing  Congress. 

I  could  merely  satisfy  his  inquiries  res{)ecting  the  feelings  of  my  Court  upon 
this  8u])ject  by  referring  him  to  the  language  wliich  had  fallen  from  your  Lord- 
ship in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  which  I  considered  must  be  so  perfectly  in 
unison  with  the  feeling  of  this  government  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  any 
further  comment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

C.  Stuabt. 
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IV. 

Sir  C,  Stuart  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lobd,  Paris,  Sth^Aug.,  1814. 

I  had  yesterday  a  conversation  with  the  Prince  dc  Bdn^vent  upon  tlie  subject 
of  the  negotiations  about  to  take  place  at  Vienna,  which  I  consider  very 
materially  affects  the  best  interests  of  my  Court.  The  Prince  told  mo  thai, 
according  to  the  reports  which  had  been  received  by  tlie  French  government, 
a  Russian  force  of  nearly  200,000  men  continues  in  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw ;  and 
that  so  far  from  a  reduction  of  her  armies  within  the  bounds  which  the  state 
of  her  finances,  not  loss  than  the  termination  of  hostilities,  would  have  caused 
him  to  expect,  active  preparations  were  continued  in  the  military  department 
at  Vienna,  which  indicated  the  prospect  of  now  troubles  arising  out  of  the 
negotiation  about  to  commence,  and  already  had  materially  affected  the 
exchange  of  that  country. 

In  the  hope  that,  under  these  circumstances,  ministers  of  the  two  principal 
Powers  which  do  not  take  a  direct  part  in  the  questions  at  issue  between 
Russia  and  Austria  may  perfectly  understand  the  line  it  may  be  necessary  to 
adopt  before  they  meet  at  Vienna,  and  that,  in  cases  of  greater  interest 
than  any  which  at  any  period  have  been  discussed,  nothing  may  depend  upon 
the  eventual  changes  which  may  take  place,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  assure 
me,  in  the  Eang's  name,  tliat  as  it  is  tlie  sole  interest  of  France  to  see  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  established  on  a  permanent  basis,  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  had  determined  neither  to  ask  nor  to  accept  any  advantage  to  himsejf ; 
and  as  the  interest  of  my  Court  is  al)solutely  the  same,  he  flatters  himself  that 
such  a  clear  proof  of  perfect  adhesion  to  the  views  of  Great  Britain  would 
naturally  lead  to  a  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  her  plenipotentiaries  analo- 
gous to  the  same  system. 

Under  the  impression  of  the  advantage  which  the  high  character  of  arbitress 
would  give  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  benefit  her  impartial  intervention  would 
ensure  to  tlie  world,  he  said  that  he  had  heard  with  pain  a  variety  of  reports 
that  my  Court  leaned  witli  a  partiality  towards  the  politics  of  Austria,  wliich 
he  did  not  consider  the  conduct  of  that  Power,  and  particularly  her  views,  as 
represented  by  her  diplomatic  agents,  could  by  any  means  justify,  because  he 
appealed  to  me,  if,  the  instant  any  foreign  infiuence  whatever  should  appear  to 
prevail.  Great  Britain  does  not  at  once  lose  the  greater  part  of  tlic  advantage 
which  he  conceives  both  that  Power  and  France  would  derive  from  such  a 
character  in  so  important  a  negotiation. 

To  convince  me  of  tlie  disinterested  sincerity  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  s 
professions  upon  tlds  subject,  he  had  received  ordera  to  tell  me,  in  the  name  of 
his  Sovereign,  that  France  liod  not  contracted  and  would  not  contract  any 
engagement  or  form  a  connection  with  any  Power  in  Europe,  and  that  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  would  not  listen  to  or  make  any  proposition  to  contract 
engagements  of  any  description  whatever,  until  the  Congress  should  be  termi- 
nated. 

In  the  hope  that  neither  France  nor  England  should  be  deprived  of  the 
precious  advantages  attached  to  the  ohaFocters  of  joint  mediators,  ho  was 
authorised  to  propose  that  any  object  the  course  of  events  might  induce  either 
Power  to  bring  under  consideration  should  not  bo  submitted  to  the  Congress 
directly  by  their  respective  ministers,  but  that  each  should  render  a  Court  of 
the  second  order  the  organ  through  which  her  proposals  are  to  be  made  known, 
and  whose  suggestions  would  be  supported  by  the  united  interests  of  both.  He 
cited,  for  instance,  though  ho  desired  mo  to  observe  that  ho  did  not  Vsisa!^-^;:^!:^ 
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either  in  partienlar,  that  the  plenipotentiary  of  Portugal  sliould  be  the  <^nnel 
through  whom  all  propositions  which  may  be  deaired  by  Great  Britain  sliould 
be  brought  forward,  while  that  of  Spain  should  render  the  same  seryice  to  the 
Court  of  France. 

M.  de  Bdndvent  then  said  tliat  all  the  arrangements  would  be  more  com- 
pletely understood  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  communicate  personally  with 
your  Lordship  before  the  meetings  at  Vienna,  and  appeared  particularly  desirous 
that  your  Lordship  should  pass  through  Paris  on  tlie  road,  and  stay  a  short 
time  in  this  city  for  that  purpose. 

He  promised  in  the  mean  time  to  obtain  very  ample  powers  on  the  part  of 
his  Sovereign  to  enable  him  to  act  up  to  the  language  he  had  held  to  me  in  its 
fullest  extent,  in  the  expectation  that  they  will  be  met  by  reciprocal  authoriza- 
tions to  your  Lordship  having  the  same  effect. 

The  Prince  urgently  requested  to  know  whether  I  personally  felt  the  justice 
and  the  prudence  of  the  system  he  had  chalked  out ;  and  on  my  reply  that  it 
had  formed  nearly  the  substance  of  the  letters  I  liad  already  addressed  to  your 
Lordship,  and  that  I  liad  reason  to  bcUeve,  from  the  language  which  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  had  held  to  the  King  of  France  on  his  return  from  England,  tliat 
his  suggestions  are  perfectly  in  unison  with  the  sentiments  of  my  Court,  he 
said  that  my  assurance  held  out  the  most  favourable  prospect  of  a  satisfactory 
result  terminating  the  most  important  negotiation  which  Europe  had  ever 
witnessed. 

As  the  Prince  de  Bcnevent  appeared  particularly  anxious  that  the  substance 
of  this  discourse  should  be  faithfully  reported  to  your  Lordship,  I  have  commu- 
nicated this  despatch  to  that  minister  ;  upon  which  occasion  he  not  only  con- 
firmed all  the  sentiments  he  had  expressed  on  the  preceding  day,  but  again 
repeated  the  desire  of  the  King  to  facilitate,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  such 
territorial  arrangements  as  the  interests  of  His  Majesty's  Hanoverian  dominions 
may  render  desirable  in  the  present  situation  of  affiurs  in  the  North  of 

Germany. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

0.  Stuabt. 

V. 

Sir  C,  Stucvrt  to  Viscount  Castiereagh, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  9th  Aug.,  1814. 

The  Prince  do  B<^^vent  yesterday  again  lamented  to  me  the  unpleasant 
situation  of  af&irs  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  requested  that  I  would,  in  the 
course  of  my  correspondence  with  your  Lordship,  advert  to  the  intrigues  which 
were  going  on  among  the  different  parties  at  Brussels,  and  which  he  begged 
leave  to  assure  me  had  been  at  no  period  encouraged  by  Franco. 

He  had  reason  to  believe  tliat  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  not  been  received  in 
that  city  as  could  be  wished ;  that  his  partisans  are  few  in  number,  and  do  not 
consist  of  persons  enjoying  either  influence  or  consideration  in  the  country. 

He  said  that  the  intrigues  of  the  persons  who  were  attached  to  the  Austrian 
connection  had  raised  a  party  amongst  the  clergy  which  was  daily  growing 
more  numerous,  and  which,  notwithstanding  the  assurances  of  the  Court  of 
Vienna,  he  has  reason  to  believe  is  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  that  power. 
However  extraordinaiy  it  might  appear,  he  could  assure  mo  that  the  bad  im- 
pression which  the  spoliation  of  the  family  of  Parma  had  created  renders  the 
Court  of  Vienna  desirous,  by  every  possible  means,  to  procure  an  indemnity  for 
the  Queen  of  Etruria,  which  could  not  affect  her  views  or  interests  in  Italy, 
and  that  it  was  to  this  source  that  he  must  trace  an  unaccountable  feeling  in 
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faYour  of  that  Princess  which  haa  lately  arisen  in  the  Low  Countries,  and 

which  meets  condderablo  support  from  the  remnant  of  Austrian  and  Spanish 

interest  still  existing. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

C.  Stuart. 

VI. 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Sir  C.  Stuart, 

Mt  dear  Sib,  Foreign  Office,  13th  Aug.,  1814. 

The  disposition  evinced  by  the  French  government  is  higlily  important  and 
satiB&ctory,  and  we  shall  be  most  desirous  of  turning  it  to  the  best  account ; 
but  the  Prince  of  B^dvent,  if  he  wishes  us  to  do  good,  must  not  expect  us  to 
separate  from  our  old  connections  in  the  midst  of  our  concert.  We  have  no 
partialities  that  ho  need  be  jealous  of;  and  if  he  desires  to  render  our  influence 
a  salutary  check  upon  improvident  schemes  and  undue  pretensions,  in  what- 
ever quarter  they  may  be  found  to  exist,  he  must  allow  me  to  work  this  out 
without  doing  violence  to  habits  established  under  circumstances  to  which  we 
owe  the  blessing  of  having  a  government  in  France  to  which  we  can  feel 
ourselves  associated  in  common  views  of  policy  and  interest. 

If  it  is  thought  desirable,  I  shall  be  perfectly  ready  to  confer  with  him  on  my 
way  to  Vienna,  and  to  look  without  reserve  at  the  difficulties  we  shall  have  to 
deal  with  at  the  Congress ;  but  he  must  not  expect  me  to  depart  from  my  en- 
gagements to  meet  my  former  colleagues  at  Vienna  about  the  10th  of  September, 
nor  must  he  interpret  unfavourably  our  previously  conferring  upon  the  system 
which  has  grown  out  of  engagements  which  subsisted  long  before  we  could 
reckon  France  amongst  the  number  of  our  friends,  and  which  the  Prince  him- 
self proposed  should  bo  taken  as  the  basis  of  our  discussions  at  Vienna. 

Castlebeagu. 

VII. 
Viscount  CasHereagh  to  Sir  C,  Stuart, 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  13th  Aug.,  1814. 

From  the  confidence  the  Prince  de  B^n^vent  so  justly  reposes  in  you.  His 
Highness  has  no  doubt  apprised  you  of  the  answer  which  I  addressed  on  the 
*  to  a  letter  received  from  him. 

You  will,  in  confirmation  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  letter,  assure 
His  Highness  of  the  gratification  derived  by  the  Prince  Regent  and  his 
ministers  from  the  enlarged  and  liberal  policy  which  appears  to  actuate  the 
councils  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty.  You  may  assure  him  that  this  Court 
will  be  prepared  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  those  views,  and  has  no  other  object  than 
to  see  the  peace  of  the  Continent  firmly  established  under  a  system  just  and 
honourable  to  all  States. 

You  will  express  to  the  Prince  of  Beh^vent  my  sense  of  the  candour  with 
which  ho  has  opened  himself  to  you.  I  had  directed  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
on  his  arrival  to  invite  this  confidence,  that  I  might  not  find  myself  at  Vienna 
in  ignorance  of  the  views  of  France.  Having  confided  these  preliminary  ex- 
planations to  his  Grace,  and  in  the  prospect  of  meeting  the  Prince  so  soon  at 
Vienna,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  my  presence  at  Paris  could  be  requisite  in 
my  route ;  but  you  will  see  from  the  enclosed  letter  to  the  Duke  that  if  for  any 

*  Blank  in  manuscript 
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reafiODB  his  Grace  should  be  of  a  different  opinion,  or  if  in  his  Grace's  absence 
yon  should,  upon  fMher  consideration,  deem  it  right  for  me  to  take  Paris  in 
my  way,  I  can  have  no  difficulty  in  confurming  to  such  a  proposal. 

I  should  wish  you  to  address  yourself  to  me  (in  the  absence  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington)  at  Brussels.  As  my  stay  there  will  not  exceed  two  days,  you  will 
send  a  messenger,  so  tliat  he  may  arrive  there  between  the  20th  and  22nd. 

Gabtlebeaoh. 


Viscomit  Cadlereayh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  </  Wellington. 

Mt  DEAB  Lobd^  St.  James's  Square,  14th  Aug.,  1814,  at  night. 

I  have  seen  the  Duke  de  Bern  this  morning :  his  visit  is  intended  to 
remove  any  impression  of  alienation,  and  to  second  Talleyrand's  overture. 
As  he  professed  not  to  be  charged  with  any  diplomatic  business,  our  con- 
versation was  general,  full  of  professions  on  His  Boyal  Highness's  part  that 
the  King  of  France  considered  the  interest  of  the  two  Courts  as  one  and 
the  same.  When  I  touched  upon  my  intended  avowal  at  Vienna,  I  thought 
he  seemed  a  little  disturbed  at  the  idea  of  preliminary  communications. 
I  mention  this,  as  it  may  render  a  short  visit  to  Paris  possibly  the  more 
advisable ;  and  if  it  is  expedient  to  open  to  the  French  government  at  pre- 
sent the  impressions  and  views  of  the  British  government,  I  had  rather  do 
it  in  a  short  discussion  than  commit  myself  upon  them  in  a  despatch. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  sincerely, 

Castlebeagh. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  cf  Liverpool. 

Deab  Liverpool,  Paris,  I7th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  took  the  opportunity  since  I  last  wrote  of  a  representation  received 
from  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  works  of  art  car- 
ried away  by  the  French  from  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries,  to  bring 
this  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the  Allied  Ministers.  We  were  all 
of  opinion  that  something  must  be  done,  and  it  was  agreed  to  consider 
what  principle  of  restitution  it  was  best  to  adopt.  Upon  those  taken  from 
Holland  there  seemed  no  doubt  the  dis}X)6ition  was  to  do  a  good  deal,  but 
not  to  sweep  away  all.  What  was  conquered,  as  distinguished  from  what 
was  ceded  by  treaty,  or  hought,  affords  a  line ;  and  yet  Buona|)arte's  treaties, 
as  for  instance  that  of  Tolentino,  were  not  inferior  in  immorality  to  his 
wars.  There  seemed  also  a  question  whether  the  spoils  of  countries  the 
cession  of  which  to  France  had  been  recognised  by  all  Europe,  as  for  ex- 
ample the  Low  Countries  at  the  Peace  of  Amiens,  did  not  stand  on  some- 
what a  better  title.  No  decision  was  come  to,  and  the  subject  was  taken 
ad  referendum. 

I  am,  dear  Liverpool,  faithfully  yours, 

CASTIiEREAOn. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

Dear  Lord  Bathurst,  Paris,  l7th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  have  delayed  saying  anything  on  Barbary  politics,  upon  which  I  have 
some  doubts,  but  no  strong  opinion.  I  am  afraid  as  soon  as  we  embark  in 
the  task  of  protecting  the  Western  Powers,  that  every  other  Power,  even  the 
Americans,  will  rely  upon  us  for  destroying  or  keeping  in  port  the  Barbary 
Corsairs,  and  that  the  whole  chaise  of  the  police  of  the  Mediterranean  wiU 
fall  upon  us. 

The  only  thing  I  particularly  wish  is,  tliat  nothing  should  be  done  or 
said  upon  this  subject  till  the  point  of  the  Ionian  Islands  is  finally  settled. 
The  great  motive  the  lonians  have  to  become  our  subjects  is  our  flag  being 
now  the  only  one  respected.  If  the  idea  transpires  that  we  are  disposed  to 
protect  Allies  or  dependent  States,  you  will  have  them  all  for  the  old 
republic  with  a  British  garrison.  This  is  the  more  material,  as  Capo 
d*Istria,  notwithstanding  his  explanations  to  Lord  Clancarty  appeared  quite 
satisfactory,  has  been  throwing  out  this  as  a  basis  of  settlement.  I  repeated 
to  him  the  original  declaration  I  made  to  the  Emperor  at  Vienna,  that  this 
was  an  arrangement  to  which  we  must  object,  in  whatever  hands  the  sove- 
reignty might  be  placed.  I  have  given  him  the  projet,  but  have  not  yet 
received  an  answer. 

Lord  Melville  adverts  to  your  having  probably  informed  me  of  the  de- 
termination taken  with  respect  to  Savary,  L'AUemand,  &c.  As  this  may 
bear  upon  the  lino  to  be  observed  by  other  powers  towards  persons  who, 
being  proscribed  by  the  French  government,  have  sought  shelter  in  their 
states,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  has  been  the  decision,  and  on  what 
principles  founded. 

I  am,  dear  Lord  Bathurst,  yours  sincerely, 

Castlereagh. 


To  Earl  Bathurst.  [  773.  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Oourtrai,  20th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  am  just  setting  out  for  Paris,  where  I  must  arrive  to- 
morrow, in  order  to  obey  my  instructions.  The  recent  corre- 
spondence between  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Talleyrand  renders 
my  arrival  there  more  necessary,  more  particularly  if  Lord 
Castlereagh  should  not  come  himself,  which  I  have  strongly 
advised. 

1  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  country,  and  will  send  you  my 
report  from  Paris.  I  wish  I  could  have  passed  a  week  more 
here,  but  I  have  desired  Colonel  Chapman  and  Colonel  Pasley 
to  look  at  some  points  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  see,  and 
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the  former  to  come  to  me  to  Paris ;  and  after  seeing  him,  you 
shall  have  my  report 

Lord  Lynedoch  is  going  to  England,  and  takes  this  letter. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 

P.  S.  Whatever  may  be  the  military  consequences  of  our 
tour,  we  have  made  noise  enough  in  the  country,  and  the  people 
are  convinced  of  our  intention  to  defend  it 

The  Hereditary  Prince  came  with  me,  and  was  remarkably 
well  received  everywhere,  and  I  think  the  people  in  general  well 
inclined  to  the  House  of  Orange. 

He  has  told  me  he  does  not  intend  to  go  to  St.  Petersburg ; 
and  as  to  our  young  Lady,  he  appears  not  disinclined  to  wait  a 
reasonable  time  for  her  mind  to  change  again  in  his  favour. 

We  have  not  yet  received  the  Riband,  so  that  you  must  get 
Lord  Clancarty,  or  his  father,  to  invest  him. 


n,  Ooulbum,  Esq,,  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  DBAB  Lobd,  Ghent,  21st  Aug.,  1814. 

Lord  Castlcrcagh  arrived  here  at  a  very  late  hour  on  Thursday,  and  left 
us  again  on  Saturday  morning.  He  was  the  bearer  of  an  instruction  to  us 
much  more  agreeable  to  my  own  feelings  than  the  one  with  which  we  were 
provided  on  leaving  London,  as  I  confess  I  did  not  then  understand  that  it 
wsa  in  contemplation  to  make  America  disarm  on  the  Lakes  and  on  the 
shores  of  them.  We  communicated  this  to  the  American  Commissioners 
in  a  note  which  we  addressed  to  them  on  the  subject  of  Indian  pacification 
and  boundaries,  and  are  now  waiting  for  the  answer  which  is  to  decide  the 
length  of  our  stay  at  Ghent.  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  a  letter 
before  that  answer  had  been  received,  if  it  had  not  been  for  one  circum- 
stance in  our  new  instruction,  which,  although,  as  Lord  Castlereagh  informed 
us,  it  had  been  discussed  and  decided  by  the  Cabinet,  I  think  yet  requires 
reconsideration.  Li  our  communications  with  the  American  Commis- 
sioners I  have  uniformly  stated  our  view  in  fixing  an  Indian  boundary  to  be 
this,  that  neither  party  should  acquire  within  that  boundary  any  territory 
by  purchase  or  otherwise.  To  the  word  othemdse  Lord  Castlereagh  objected, 
as  he  said  that  it  was  not  intended  to  preclude  the  Americans  from  con- 
quering the  Indians  who  might  be  at  war  with  them  and  acquiring  territory 
by  conquest,  as  a  restriction  of  this  nature  would  expose  them  to  invasion 
from  the  Indians,  for  which  there  would  be  no  redress.  He  therefore 
desired  that  if  the  point  were  brought  into  discussion,  wo  should  disclaim 
such  a  view  of  the  subject.  I  confess  it  appears  to  me  that  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  government  to  admit  the  acquisition  of  Indian  territory  by 
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conquest,  there  is  no  difiBculty  in  settling  that  question.  The  Americans 
will,  I  am  sure,  be  ready  to  assign  a  boundary,  if  they  are  told  that  they 
may  conquer  though  they  may  not  purchase  the  territory  within  it.  Causes 
of  war  will  always  be  found,  for  they  almost  always  exist ;  and  the  only 
difference  in  the  situation  of  Canada  will  be,  that  its  frontier  will  bo  laid 
open  by  a  conquering  American  army  imder  General  Harrison,  instead  of 
by  treaties  for  sale,  as  heretofore.  I  must  own  that  I  do  not  quite  see  the 
justice  of  Lord  CastlereagVs  distinction.  The  ground  upon  which  we 
prohibit  the  purchase  of  territory  is  to  provide  a  barrier  between  the  two 
States.  In  other  instances  in  which  barriers  of  a  similar  kind  have  been 
created  (in  the.  Low  Countries  for  instance),  it  was  never  conceived  that 
either  country  could  destroy  that  barrier  by  conquest,  whatever  injuries  she 
might  sustain  from  the  inhabitants  witliin  it ;  and  surely  if  the  Indian 
territory  is  made  a  barrier,  it  ought  to  have  a  similar  exemption.  America 
has  modes  of  punishing  the  Indians  more  effective  than  the  occupation  of 
their  territory :  indeed  the  occupation  of  territory  is  no  punishment,  for  an 
Indian  nation  has  always  heretofore  been  in  the  habit  of  indemnifying  itself 
for  an  encroachment  of  this  nature  by  invading  any  neighbouring  nation 
more  remote  from  the  original  encroacher.  The  arrangement,  too,  will 
operate  unfairly  against  us.  If  an  American-Indian  nation  injures  us,  wo 
cannot  attack  them,  because  they  are  >vithin  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  and  remonstrance  is  our  only  mode  of  obtaining  redress ;  and  if  wo 
call  upon  the  United  States  to  punish,  they  may  avail  themselves  of  our 
requisition  to  conquer  their  territory  and  bring  themselves  on  our  frontier. 
Our  barrier,  therefore,  will  be  reduced  to  that  portion  of  Indian  territory 
within  our  own  limits  which  we  may  set  apart  for  that  purpose ;  and  this 
we  may  do  as  well  without  a  stipulation  as  with  it. 

I  have  troubled  you  more  at  length  than  I  intended ;  but  I  really  think 
the  point  of  very  great  importance,  and  do  not  like  the  idea  of  doing  what 
I  of  course  must  do  if  the  question  is  asked  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Commissioners,  viz.  acquaint  them  that  Great  Britain  does  not  prohibit 
their  acquisition  of  territory  by  conquest.  Of  course  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  consider  this  quite  as  private,  and  as  offered  more  for  your  con- 
sideration than  for  the  purpose  of  altering  any  decision  which  the  govern- 
ment may  have  come  to. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  most  faithfully, 

Henry  Goulburn. 

I  ought  to  add  that  hitherto  the  American  Commissioners  have  not  taken 
any  objection  to  the  latitude  of  our  demand.  How  for  ought  we  to  reduce 
our  demand  if  they  do  not  make  the  objection  ? 


H,  Ooulhum,  Esq,,  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  dear  Lord,  Ghent,  23rd  Aug.,  1814. 

We  are  still  without  any  answer  to  the  note  which  we  addressed  to  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  on  Friday  last.  We  have,  however,  met  them 
to-day  at  dinner  at  the  intendant's,  and  it  is  evident  from  their  conversation 
that  they  do  not  mean  to  continue  the  negotiationa  at  pTe»&\i\>.   '^x.^^AiI  ^ 
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whom  I  sat  next  to  at  dinner,  gave  me  clearly  to  understand  that  they  had 
decided  upon  a  reference  to  America  for  instructions,  and  that  they  oon- 
oeived  our  propositions  equivalent  to  a  denmnd  for  the  cession  of  Boston  or 
New  York ;  and  after  dinner  Mr.  Bayard  took  me  aside  and  requested  that 
I  would  permit  him  to  have  a  little  private  and  confidential  conversation. 
Upon  my  expressing  my  readiness  to  hear  whatever  he  might  Uke  to  say 
to  me,  he  hegan  a  very  long  speech  hy  saying  that  the  present  negotiation 
could  not  end  in  peace,  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  privately  stating  (before 
we  separated)  what  Great  Britain  did  not  appear  to  understand,  viz.  that 
by  proposing  terms  like  those  which  had  been  ofifered  we  were  not  only 
ruining  all  prospects  of  peace,  but  were  sacrificing  the  party  of  which  he 
was  a  member  to  their  political  adversaries.  He  went  into  a  long  discussion 
upon  the  views  and  objects  of  the  several  parties  in  America,  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  had  hitherto  proceeded,  and  the  effect  which  a  hostile  or 
conciliatory  disposition  on  our  part  might  have  upon  them.  He  inculcated 
how  much  it  was  for  our  interest  to  support  the  Federalists,  and  tliat  to 
make  peace  was  the  only  method  of  supporting  them  effectually ;  that  we 
had  nothing  to  fear  for  Canada  if  peace  were  made,  be  the  terms  what  they 
migh,t ;  that  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  about  allegiance,  impress- 
ment, &c. ;  but  that  our  present  demands  were  what  America  never  could 
or  would  accede  to.  This  was  the  general  tenor  of  his  conversation,  to 
which  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  nmkc  much  reply,  and  which  I  only 
mention  to  you  in  order  to  let  you  know  at  the  earliest  moment  that  the 
negotiation  is  not  likely  now  to  continue.  Mr.  Clay  informed  me  that  we 
should  have  their  note  to-morrow  or  the  day  after ;  but  that  where  there 
were  so  many  to  consult,  it  was  not  easy  to  compose  an  answer.  When  we 
get  it,  we  will  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  it. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  most  faithfully, 

Henbt  Goulbubn. 

As  I  find  upon  reading  over  what  I  have  written  that  I  have  drily  stated 
what  the  American  plenipotentiaries  said  to  me,  I  cannot  let  it  go  without 
adding  that  it  has  made  not  the  least  impression  iipon  me  or  upon  my 
colleagues  to  whom  I  have  reported  it.  It  will  be  now  unnecessary  to 
trouble  you  for  any  answer  to  my  former  letter,  as  the  question  of  acquiring 
Indian  territory  by  conquest  can  hardly  come  under  discussion. 


H.  QouCbum^  Esq,,  to  Earl  Bathurst 

My  DBAB  Lobd,  Ghent,  24th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  was  in  hopes  that  I  should  not  again  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
troubling  you  for  further  instructions,  at  least  until  some  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  negotiation ;  but  the  enclosed  note,  which  we  have  just 
received  from  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  appears  to  render  your  instruc- 
tions necessary  to  our  further  proceeding.  Tlie  case  of  their  not  accepting 
the  basis  of  uti  possidetis  even  for  a  provisional  article  is  not  provided  for 
incur  instructions ;  and  though  we  have  little  doubt  that  the  spirit  of  them 
would  warrant  us  in  declining  to  proceed  in  the  negotiation  unless  that 
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basis  was  admitted,  yet  we  do  not  like  thus  to  break  off  entirely  without  a 
previous  certainty  that  you  coincide  with  us  in  opinion  that  the  only  step 
which  remains  to  be  taken  is  to  acquire  peremptorily  such  an  admission. 
Therefore,  though  we  are  aware  that  there  is  inconvenience  in  deferring  an 
answer  to  such  a  note,  we  have  preferred  doing  so  until  we  can  hear  from 
you  on  this  point. 

Another  reason  which  in  some  degree  influences  us  is  the  desire  of  giving 
time  for  the  Americans  to  receive  those  instructions  from  their  government 
which  you  mention  in  your  private  letter  to  have  reached  England. 

In  replying  to  their  note,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  that  their 
proceeding  throughout  this  part  of  the  negotiation  has  been  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  a  dictation  to  Great  Britain  of  the  status  ante  helium  as  the 
only  terms  upon  which  peace  can  be  made ;  or  in  other  words  is  saying 
that  although  America  declared  war  for  the  sake  of  annexing  our  dominions, 
yet  she  will  cede  nothing  which  can  contribute  to  increase  their  security 
or  difficulty  of  annexation  at  a  future  time. 

That  part  of  the  note  which  repeats  the  request  for  a  delivery  of  projets 
appears  undeserving  of  notice.  To  accede  would  only  be  to  give  them  a 
chance  of  making  from  the  disclosure  of  our  terms  a  better  case  for  them- 
selves on  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation. 

We  send  a  special  messenger  by  way  of  Calais  as  the  more  certain  route. 
If  he  is  fortunate  in  his  passages,  he  may  be  with  us  by  Saturday,  as  a 
single  line  informing  us  whether  you  break  off  or  not  is  all  that  we  require. 

Yours  ever  most  faithfully, 

Henby  Goulbubn. 

Would  you  make  my  apologies  to  Lord  Liverpool  for  not  answering  by 
the  present  opportunity  his  private  letter.  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
carry  his  wishes  into  effect.  In  the  event  of  our  negotiation  continuing, 
can  you  send  us  a  map  on  which  there  is  a  river  called  the  Passamaquoddy  ? 
We  cannot  find  such  a  river  marked  in  any  of  the  maps  we  have. 


To  Earl  Baihurst.  [  774.  ] 

My  Lord,  Paris.  25th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dalrymple,  the  Commissary- 
General,  and  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
have  this  gentleman  knighted  when  his  superior  will  be  made  a 

baronet. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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Vucount  Caetlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  deab  Liverpool,  Paris,  28th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  send  you  a  despatch  and  two  private  letters  received  from  Ghent,  also 
my  reply  to  Goulbum,  and  some  observations  upon  the  documents  re- 
ferred to. 

During  my  stay  of  the  greater  part  of  two  days  at  Ghent  I  did  not  see 
any  of  the  American  Commissioners.  They  did  not  call  ujwn  or  desire  to 
see  me,  and  I  thought  my  originating  an  interview  would  be  considered 
objectionable  and  awkward  by  our  own  Commissioners. 

When  I  left  them,  they  inferred,  from  the  manner  in  which  their  verbal 
explanations  had  been  received,  that  the  American  Commissioners  were 
disposed  both  to  treat  and  sign  on  the  frontier  and  Indian  arrangements. 
No  suri)ri8e  or  repugnance  was  at  the  moment  disclosed  to  any  of  the  sug- 
gestions. 

If  I  had  been  to  prepare  the  note  given  in  on  our  part,  I  should  have 
been  inclined  to  state  the  proposition  as  to  Indian  limits  less  peremptorily ; 
but  the  Commissioners  appeared  to  attach  so  much  importance  to  the  not 
weakening,  in  this  stage  of  their  discussions,  the  ground  which  they  had 
previously  taken  up  upon  this  point,  that  I  acquiesced  in  the  expression 
"  it  is  equally  necessary,"  &c.,  which  is  very  strong.  I  cautioned  them,  in 
reaaoning  on  the  words  purchase  or  otherwise,  not  to  commit  themselves, 
without  further  authority,  to  mean  thereby  to  negative  the  possibility  of 
conquest  in  a  war  justifiably  declared,  however  open  such  a  principle  might 
be  to  evasion.  The  absence  of  any  such  right  of  acquiring  territory  being 
at  this  moment  the  state  in  which  Great  Britain  and  America  stand  mu- 
tually with  respect  to  each  other's  Indians,  each  power  would  repel  any 
attack,  and  follow  the  Indian  enemy  within  the  lines  of  the  other  State, 
would  extinguish  the  tribe  if  possible,  and  destroy  their  towns,  but  their 
right  of  war  would  not  extend  to  acquisition  of  territory  beyond  their  own 
boimdary.    It  is  a  right  of  reprisal  rather  than  a  perfect  right  of  war. 

The  whole  seems  a  question  of  expediency,  and  not  of  principle,  as  the 
American  Commissioners  have  endeavoured  to  make  it.  There  is  nothins 
demanded  which  is  not,  or  may  not  be  made,  consistent  with  reciprocity ; 
nor  does  it  follow,  because  in  the  year  1783  the  two  States,  not,  perhai)s, 
very  justly,  took  a  common  boundary,  thereby  assuming  a  sort  of  sove- 
reignty over  the  Indians,  that  they  may  not  mutually  recede  from  that 
boundary  if  a  frontier  conterminous  with  that  of  tlie  Indians  is  preferable 
to  one  with  each  other,  and  special  exceptions  might  be  introduced  in 
favour  of  existing  settlements  on  either  side,  which  had  given  birth  to 
rights  of  property. 

It  is  extremely  material  to  answer  fully  the  American  note,  as  it  is  evi- 
dently intended  to  rouse  their  people  upon  the  question  of  Uieir  indepen- 
dence. As  I  leave  Paris  in  a  few  hours,  I  have  not  time  to  suggest  a  sketch 
for  your  consideration,  and  can  only  send  a  few  rough  materials  for  you  and 
my  colleagues  to  work  upon. 

The  substance  of  the  question  is,  are  we  prepared  to  continue  the  war 
for  territorial  arrangements  ?  and  if  not,  is  this  the  best  time  to  make  onr 
peace,  saving  all  our  rights  and  retaining  the  fisheries,  which  they  do  not 
appear  to  question  (in  which  case  the  territorial  questions  might  be  le- 
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served  for  ulterior  discussion),  or  is  it  desirable  to- take  our  chance  of  the 
campaign,  and  then  to  be  governed  by  circumstances  ? 

If  the  latter  is  advisable,  we  have  the  means  of  doing  so,  as  the  American 
CJommissioners  give  us  no  room  to  expect  any  pacific  stipulation  whatever 
in  favour  of  what  they  call  their  Indians,  without  now  putting  the  war 
solely  and  avowedly  on  a  territorial  principle,  which  I  think  it  would  bo 
imprudent  to  do :  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  thought  an  immediate  peace 
desirable,  as  they  arc  ready  to  waive  all  the  abstract  questions,  perhaps 
they  might  be  prepared  to  sign  a  provisional  article  of  Indian  peace,  as  dis- 
tinct from  limits,  and  relinquish  their  pretensions  to  the  islands  in  Passa- 
maquoddy  Bay,  and  i)0S8ibly  to  admit  minor  adjustments  of  frontier,  in- 
cluding a  right  of  communication  from  Quebec  to  Halifax  across  their  ter- 
ritory. But  whilst  I  state  this,  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  so  much  letting  down 
the  question  imder  present  circumstances  upon  the  chance  of  such  a  body 
containing  all  the  varieties  of  American  party  agreeing  amongst  themselves 
to  any  measure  of  respoasibility,  and  further,  upon  the  imperfect  security 
that  if  they  did  so  it  would  be  approved  at  home. 

Whilst  I  have  been  otherwise  engaged,  Cooke  has  thrown  together,  in  the 
shape  of  a  note,  such  points  as  have  occurred,  for  your  consideration. 

I  shall  reserve  for  a  future  letter  the  reix)rt  of  my  visits  to  Brussels  and 
Paris.    They  will  be,  upon  the  whole,  favourable. 

I  am,  dear  Liverpool,  in  haste, 

Ever  faithfully  yours, 

CA8TLEBEAGH« 

I  shall  set  out  this  evening  for  Dijon,  where  I  expect  to  find  Lady  C,  and 
proceed  on  to  Geneva. 

[Enclosubbs.] 

L 

n,  Ooidbum,  Esq,,  to  Viscount  Castkreagh, 

My  deab  Lord,  Ghent,  26th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  have  already  apprised  you  privately  of  the  expected  rupture  of  our  nego- 
tiations. That  rupture,  in  effect,  has  taken  place  by  the  answer  of  the 
American  Commissioners,  received  yesterday  afternoon,  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed.  It  rather  appears  to  me,  and  those  associated  with  me,  that  some 
reply  should  be  given  to  this  document,  and  the  projet  of  such  a  reply  is  here- 
with sent 

Our  public  despatch  of  this  day's  date  carries  the  account  of  our  proceedings 
down  to  the  receipt  of  the  American  answer,  and  encloses  a  copy  of  it  We 
have  not  thought  it  right  to  state  in  the  despatch  anything  connected  with  a 
reply,  not  knowing  whether  the  government  would  choose  to  issue  a  public 
declaration,  or  upon  other  grounds  would  wish  a  reply  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Time  will  hardly  allow  of  sending  to  London  for  any  directiou  as  to  what 
such  a  reply  (if  sent  at  all)  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  contain.  Should  that  which 
we  enclose,  or  any  other  approved  by  your  Lordship,  be  sent,  our  next  public 
despatch  will  of  course  contain  a  copy. 

I  will  write  to  Lord  Bathurst  to-day  to  apprise  him  that  we  shall  take  the 
benefit  of  communicating  with  you  concerning  our  reply,  otherwise  he  may 
feel  some  surprise  that  we  should  have  made  no  statement  of  our  instructions 

VOL.  IX.  O 
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with  respect  to  it    Ton  will  mnch  oblige  qb  by  sending  va  as  early  an  answer 
as  possible,  as  the  reply  will  come  with  better  grace  if  sent  promptly. 

We  have  not  been  a  little  embarrassed  in  a  most  material  port  of  this  reply 
hy  finding  that  the  words  "  perfect  reciprocity/'  said  to  bo  contained  in  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  of  the  4th  November,  1813,  do  not  actually  occur  in  the 
document  from  the  Foreign  Office,  dated  the  30th  October,  1813,  with  which  we 
were  famished  as  containing  a  copy  of  that  letter.  If  the  Americans  have 
quoted  fidrly,  we  can  only  account  for  the  omission  by  supposing  that  the 
words  were  added  subsequently  to  the  30th  October.  If  you  can  recollect 
how  this  matter  was,  wo  should  be  obliged  to  you  to  state  it,  as,  if  the  words 
were  not  contained  in  the  letter,  a  statement  to  that  effect  in  our  reply  would 
be  obviously  better  than  any  arguments  to  apply  the  words  to  the  general  scope 
and  not  to  the  particular  clauses  of  the  treaty.  We  have  written  this  morning 
to  the  Foreign  Office  for  a  correct  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  4th  November,  but 
think  we  ought  to  send  the  reply  before  an  answer  from  the  Foreign  Office  can 
bo  expected  to  arrive. 

H.  GOULBUBM. 

II. 
Ihe  BritUh  Commissioners  to  the  American, 

26th  Aag.,  1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
the  American  plenipotentiaries,  dated  the  24th  inst. 

The  imdersigned  cannot  but  regret  that  the  pacific  views  of  their  govern- 
ment should  have  been  frustrated  by  the  note  of  the  American  plenipotentiaries, 
who  have  taken  upon  themselves  not  to  suspend  the  negotiation,  but  finally  to 
determine  it 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  conform  themselves  to  this  state  of  things, 
but  they  by  no  means  admit  it  to  have  been  the  reasonable  result  of  the  pro- 
positions which  tliey  had  the  honour  to  offer. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  American  plenipotentiaries  would  have  been 
instructed,  as  they  state  themselves  to  have  been,  '*  to  enter  into  discussion 
upon  all  points  which  might  hereafter  tend  in  any  degree  whatever  to  inter- 
rupt the  harmony  of  the  two  countries,"  but  it  was  little  to  have  been  expected 
tliat  the  points  connected  with  the  Indian  pacification  and  boundary  should 
have  been  excluded  from  this  description. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  the  American  plenipotentiaries  that  Qreat  Britain 
has  advanced  novel  pretensions  on  this  subject,  contrary  to  the  acknowledged 
principles  of  public  law  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  when  she  has 
actually  advanced  no  pretensions  at  all,  but  lias  confined  herself  to  a  statement 
that  she  feels  it  incumbent  upon  her  to  provide  at  the  peace  for  the  permanent 
security  and  tnmquillity  of  nations  who  had  been  her  allies  in  the  war,  an 
object  equally  compatiUe  vrith  public  law  and  the  most  approved  practice  of 
nations.  As  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  those  Indiem  nations 
wliich  such  a  proposal  is  considered  to  assert  or  imply,  it  is -surely  not  novel  in 
principle  or  in  {»Bctioe  for  contracting  parties  to  regard  any  nation  as  inde- 
pendent when  by  treaties  principally  made  with  it  each  has  regarded  it  in  the 
same  light 

His  Majesty's  government  has  long  regarded  that  of  the  United  States  as 
eager  to  extend  their  dominions  on  all  sides,  and  has  viewed  with  particular 
uneasiness  the  conduct  of  that  government  in  possessing  itself  of  the  American 
dominions  of  Spain. 

His  Mfijesty's  government  has  always  considered  and  does  still  consider  the 
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war  between  Groat  Britain  and  America  as  declared  by  the  United  States  in 
the  spirit  of  aggrcatsion  and  aggrandizement ;  and  after  the  public  declaration 
of  the  American  government  of  their  views  with  regard  to  Canada,  feels  the 
mutual  assignment  of  boundaries  to  be  the  just  and  proper  termination  of  such 
a  war,  whatever  were  the  declared  subjects  of  difference  antecedently  to  its 
commencement.  The  resistance  to  definite  boundaries  now  manifested  by  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  confirms  the  opinion  entertained  by  Great  Britain 
as  to  the  real  character  of  the  war. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  towards  the  Indians  has  been  described  by 
the  American  plenipotentiaries  as  liberaL  Great  Britain  deems  it  inconsistent 
with  honour  and  justice  to  leave  those  who  have  been  her  allies  in  the  war 
dependent  on  any  policy  which  the  United  States  may  see  fit  to  adopt  towards 
them.  Antecedently  to  the  declaration  of  war  against  His  Britannic  Majesty 
by  the  United  States,  that  government  was  at  war  with  those  nations  upon 
grounds  with  which  Great  Britain  had  no  concern,  and  in  respect  of  which 
she  observed  towards  the  United  States  a  very  amicable  line  of  conduct 

The  note  of  the  4th  of  November  lost,  signed  by  Lord  Castlereagb,  has  been 
treated  as  inconsistent  with  the  propositions  recently  submitted  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  government 

It  is  altogether  novel  to  consider  a  note  expressing  a  willingness  to  enter 
into  direct  negotiation  as  any  basis  of  the  negotiation  itself,  or  as  describing 
all  the  points  to  be  agitated  in  the  course  of  it. 

The  points  connected  with  Indian  boundary  which  have  been  recently  sub- 
mitted to  the  American  plenipotentiaries  are  in  strict  consistency  with  public 
law,  and  were  considered  as  subjects  of  difference  when  that  note  was  written, 
though  not  specifically  stated  as  such  in  a  document  containing  no  specifica- 
tions whatever. 

It  is  no  less  novel  to  treat  the  words  **  perfect  reciprocity  *'  quoted  as  from 
that  note  (which  must  have  been  to  characterize  the  general  spirit  of  the  in- 
tended treaty)  as  inconsistent  with  any  particular  proposition  afterwards 
offered. 

So  far  as  regards  an  Indian  boundary,  the  undersigned  see  nothing  like  an 
inconsistency  of  this  kind  in  the  propositions  they  submitted  in  order  to  effect 
a  barrier  between  the  dominions  of  the  two  countries,  not,  as  repeatedly  as- 
serted, from  the  dominions  of  one  of  them,  but  from  the  territories  of  the  two. 

So  fiir  as  regards  a  revision  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  British  and 
American  dominions  and  the  military  occupation  of  the  Western  Lakes  by  Great 
Britain,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  a  treaty  may  be  founded  on  terms  generally 
reciprocal,  though  in  relation  to  one  subject  a  security  is  demanded  by  com- 
pact and  the  same  species  of  security  is  not  mutually  offered ;  for  it  may 
happen  that  one  party  shall  be  sufficiently  secure  without  compact  and  that 
the  other  party  can  be  made  equally  secure  by  compact  alone.  The  under- 
signed stated  such  to  be  their  view  of  the  subject  of  the  Western  I^akes.  It 
was  left  open  to  discussion,  and  put  in  a  form  of  discussion,  how  far  this  view 
of  the  subject  was  correct. 

The  undersigned  are  at  a  loss  to  discover  how  the  security  of  the  United 
States  could  have  been  endangered,  or  their  independence  drawn  into  question, 
by  their  discussion  of  or  their  assent  to  any  propositions  offered  by  the  British 
plenipotentiaries  ;  and  they  are  wholly  unable  to  reconcile  the  express  avowal 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  they  would  at 
the  first  favourable  opportunity  have  recourse  to  arms  to  recover  anything 
yielded  by  stipulation  to  those  maxims  of  good  faith  upon  which  the  compacts 
of  nations  and  individuals  ought  to  be  founded.  They  regard  the  propositions 
which  they  have  had  the  honour  to  submit  as  what  ought  not  to  have  been 
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unexpected  by  the  United  States  on  any  other  grounds  than  that  they  might 
not  have  expected  Great  Britain  to  abstEun  from  demanding  such  an  accession 
of  territory  to  herself  as  she  felt  necessary  for  her  security,  and  some  dis- 
avowal of  unjust  principles  striking  at  the  maritime  rights  and  strength  of  the 
Britisli  Empire,  instead  of  leaving  it  open  for  America  to  reassert  such  prin- 
ciples as  causes  or  pretexts  of  war,  when  they  might  be  more  embarrassing  to 
Great  Britain  than  at  the  present  time. 

The  undersigned,  regretting,  in  common  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
United  States,  the  failure  of  the  negotiation,  declare  nevertheless  that  unless 
the  American  government  are  content  to  negotiate  upon  principles  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  are  contained  in  the  note  of  the  24Ui  inst,  tlie  pacilication 
will  be  much  more  remote  than  their  government  had  earnestly  hoped  and 
expected  to  find  it 

III. 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  H.  Qovlhurn^  Esq. 

Mt  dear  Goulbubn,  Paris,  28th  Aug.,  1814. 

Considering  the  note  to  be  given  in  by  the  British  Commissioners  in  answer 
to  that  of  the  Americans  as  the  only  manifesto  (though  not  immediately  to 
be  made  public)  wliich  it  would  be  advisable  to  put  forward  under  existing 
circumstances,  I  deem  it  of  importance  that  your  reply  should  be  made  under 
the  instructions  of  Cabinet,  and  that  you  should  await  at  Ghent  their  direc- 
tions. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  simply  acquaint  tlie  American  Com- 
missioners verbally  that  you  mean  to  reply  to  their  note,  but  that  before  you 
do  so  on  a  communication  of  such  importsince  you  have  thought  it  your  duty  to 
refer  it  for  the  previous  consideration  of  your  government. 

You  will  feel  that  your  answer  will  acquire  rather  than  lose  weight  from 
this  interval,  and  from  your  being  enabled  to  speak  under  the  special  sanction 
of  your  Court,  and  that  no  time  will  in  fiict  be  lost,  as  you  could  not  break  up 
the  conferences  and  return  home  without  express  authority. 

That  no  unnecessary  delay  may  take  place,  I  shall  send  your  despatch,  pri- 
vate letters,  and  projected  answer  direct  to  London,  with  such  remarks  as  occur 
to  myself^  and  you  may  expect  shortly  to  receive  from  your  government  direc- 
tions for  your  guidanca 

I  have,  &c., 

CASTLEREAQn. 


INSTRUCTIONS  BY  FIELD  MABSHAL  THE  DUKE  OP  WELLINGTON 
TO  COLONEL  CHAPMAN,  AND  HIS  REPORT  ON  THE  DEFENCES 
OP  THE  NETHERLANDS. 

Parid,  Ist  Sept,  1814. 

Instnictions, — To  visit  Ghent,  and  see  whether  it  would  be  possible  to 
re-construct  the  fortifications  of  the  town  and  re-establish  the  inundations 
at  a  reasonable  expense ;  and  whether  it  would  be  possible  in  that  case  to 
hold  the  town  with  a  small  force. — W. 

Report, — Ghent  is  a  large  city,  with  a  population  of  60,000  souls :  it  is  a 
place  of  great  importance,  and  has  vast  resources.  It  was  formerly  fortified 
with  a  citadel  and  an  irregular  enceinte  of  nineteen  bastions.  The  citadel  is 
partly  in  a  moderate  state,  the  ditches  and  ramparts  of  the  body  of  the  place 
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can  be  traced,  and  there  is  generally  about  five  feet  water  in  the  ditches. 
A  great  part  of  the  environs  can  be  inundated ;  but  of  the  contour,  which 
is  about  six  miles  and  a  half,  there  is  a  total  of  about  two  miles  which 
should  be  well  fortified :  the  remainder,  being  covered  by  inundation,  might 
have  respectable  earthen  redoubts  on  the  sites  of  the  old  bastions,  and  Ghent 
might  then  be  deemed  tolerably  protected :  but  even  this  would  require 
a  considerable  expense,  and  a  garrison  of  10,000  or  12,000  men. 

The  parts  to  be  well  fortified  are,  in  front  of  the  citadel,  Muyde  Port, 
Bruges  Port,  Courtray  Port,  and  Bruxelles  Port. 

The  means  of  inundation  are  by  the  Lys  and  Scheldt  rivers,  which  pass 
through  the  city,  and  these  rivers  can  fill  the  ditches  everywhere  except  for 
an  extent  of  about  600  yards  east  of  the  Courtray  gate.— C. 

Instructions, — Likewise  visit  Dendermonde  with  a  view  to  fortifying  that 
place,  and  making  a  tete  de  pont  on  the  Scheldt. — W. 

Beport, — Dendermonde  is  a  large  town  with  a  population  of  5000  souls. 
It  was  formerly  fortified  in  an  irregular  manner,  with  redans  and  ravelins : 
no  trace,  however,  is  left  except  the  ditches,  which  are  overgrown  with  rushes. 
Its  strength  depended,  not  on  its  fortifications,  but  on  its  powers  of  inunda- 
tion ;  for  the  Dender  coming  in  on  the  south  side,  and  the  Scheldt  passing 
close  to  the  town  on  the  northern  side,  the  environs  can  soon  be  inundated. 

The  first  bridge  on  the  Scheldt  is  at  Dendermonde. 

The  town  can  be  put  into  a  respectable  state  of  defence  at  a  moderate 
expense,  and  would  require  a  garrison  of  2000  men. 

There  was  formerly  a  detached  ravelin  on  the  road  to  Ghent :  it  was  also 
protected  by  a  covert  way  and  glacis.  There  was  also  a  detached  ravelin 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt  with  a  covert  way  and  glacis,  forming  a  t6te 
de  pont  to  the  bridge  across  the  river,  and  which  was  further  strengthened 
by  two  small  detached  redoubts. 

Its  means  of  inundation  are  by  shutting  the  sluices  of  the  Dender  and 
opening  those  of  the  Scheldt,  by  which  not  only  the  environs  will  be  over- 
flowed, but  also  the  chauss^es. 

Dendermonde  was  besieged  in  1745  ;  and  although  the  inundation  had 
taken  place,  yet,  by  cutting  the  dyke  in  two  places  near  the  Chauss^e  de 
Malines,  the  water  was  partly  drawn  off.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  sufficient 
water  could  have  been  introduced  by  opening  the  sluices  of  the  Scheldt  each 
tide :  this  would  have  proved  a  great  obstacle.  But  to  deprive  an  enemy 
of  the  power  of  cutting  the  dykes,  I  would  recommend  the  village  of 
Vlassenbrooke  to  be  covered  by  a  strong  work.  The  bridge  should  also  be 
covered  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt  By  these  means  Dendermonde 
will  be  a  strong  post,  and  thus  become  an  excellent  t€te  de  pont.  It  has 
the  advantage  of  not  being  commanded,  and  requires  no  revetments.- 


Instructions, — Also  the  line  of  the  Dender  from  Dendermonde  to  Ath. — W. 

Report. — The  sluices  at  Dendermonde  being  shut,  the  country  (up  the 
valley)  can  be  inundated  as  far  as  Weise,  near  which  village  is  a  lock 
(or  sas)  with  large  sluices.  The  Dender  serves  as  a  canal  from  Alost  to 
Dendermonde :  at  Weise  I  was  informed  that,  the  sluice  being  shut,  the 
valley  would  be  overflowed  as  far  as  Alost.  The  tide  would  reach  as  far  as 
Weise ;  so  that  the  inundation  above  that  sluioe  depends  upon  the  back- 
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water,  or  water  of  tho  DeDder,  and  I  am  apprehenaivo  it  might  be  necessary 
to  cover  that  sluice  by  a  work.  There  is  no  bridge  between  Dendermonde 
and  Alost :  tliose  towns  are  about  seven  miles  distant  from  each  other,  and 
Weise  seems  to  be  about  midway  between  them. — C. 

Instructions  (^continued), — Particularly  Alost,  with  a  view  to  fortifying  it. 
— W. 

Report. — ^Alost  is  a  large  town,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Dender  ; 
its  population  about  12,000  souls.  It  was  formerly  fortified  ;  but  there  are 
now  scarcely  any  traces  of  ite  works  further  than  very  narrow  ditehes. 
The  country  on  the  east  might  be  inundated  nearly  so  as  to  cover  the  town 
on  that  side :  it  is  moderately  commanded  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and 
between  the  chauss^e  to  Bruxelles  and  the  Ninove  and  Grammont  roads. 
This  command  is  not  of  so  much  importance ;  but  to  make  Alost  either  a 
fortified  town,  or  as  a  t^te  de  pont,  would  require  a  range  of  4000  yards  to 
be  well  fortified,  of  which  about  2000  yards  should  be  revetted  ;  and  such 
an  extent  of  works  would  require  a  large  garrison. 

The  river  Dender  comes  in  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  town,  and  at  tho 
northern  extremity  may  be  said  to  cease  as  a  river,  and  becomes  a  canal. 
Between  these  two  extremities  there  are  three  bridges  across  the  river,  and 
two  sluices  ;  but  I  doubt  whether  an  inundation  of  much  importance  up  the 
river  could  be  effected,  for  the  banks  of  the  river  are  not  higher  than  the 
common  level  of  the  meadows. 

In  tracing  up  the  river,  the  first  bridge  is  that  of  Erembodeghem,  which 
will  allow  carriages  to  pass.  The  roads  to  it  are  not  paved,  and  this  bridge 
might  be  destroyed  without  inconvenience  :  it  is  of  wood,  and  is  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  above  Alost. 

The  next  bridge  above  is  a  very  narrow  one,  and  only  used  for  cattle 
being  sent  across  the  river  to  graze  in  the  meadows. 

The  bridge  next  above  is  that  which  communicates  between  the  villages 
of  Denderleuwe  and  Liedekucke :  it  is  of  wood,  and  carriages  pass  over  it. 
Near  the  bridge  is  a  mill  with  a  small  sluice.  This  bridge  is  about  five 
miles  above  Alost,  and  about  that  distance  below  Ninove ;  and  if  a  communi- 
cation were  required  between  those  two  towns,  it  would  be  advisable,  with 
a  view  to  inundation,  to  run  a  dam  across  the  valley,  which  is  hero  about 
300  yards  wide.  I  should  have  observed  in  the  same  building  with  the  mill 
is  the  sluice  of  the  river :  it  is  about  15  feet  wide,  and  the  backwater  doors 
might  bo  heightened  about  5  feet  6  inches  ;  and  it  is  in  this  space  that  the 
barges  pass  up  and  down  the  river.  Tho  village  of  Denderleuwe  is  close  to 
the  mill  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  ground  rises  immediately 
above  it  for  about  1000  yards ;  and  in  the  event  of  its  being  deemed 
advisable  to  preserve  this  bridge,  and  to  defend  the  dam,  I  would  recommend 
three  or  four  respectable  redoubts  to  be  constructed  on  tJiie  slopes  of  the  hills, 
and  distant  from  the  top  of  the  range  about  500  or  600  yards.  There  is  an 
advantageous  situation  for  a  redoubt  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river :  it  is  the 
site  of  a  very  ancient  castle,  and  is  within  200  yards  of  the  bridge.  The 
village  of  Liedekucke  is  well  situated  as  a  support  to  these  works. 

At  a  short  distance  above  Alost^  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  the  hills 
commence :  there  was  not  time  to  examine  them  in  detail,  but  their  general 
appearance  is  favourable.  Just  below  Denderleuwe  the  little  river  Belle 
runs  into  the  Dender.    There  is  a  road  from  Liedekucke  which  leads  by  a 
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bridge  across  the  Belle  to  Teralphine  :  there  is  a  branch  of  this  road  which 
crosses  the  Belle  about  a  mile  farther  up ;  but  the  ground  above  both  these 
bridges  is  strong.  That  behind  Liedekucke  connects  pretty  well  with  that 
of  Teralphine,  and  the  Bois  de  Liedekucke,  immediately  behind  the  village, 
is  about  three  miles  in  length,  and  stands  upon  commanding  ground.  This, 
viewed  as  a  position,  may  be  deemed  rather  favourable ;  but  it  might  pro- 
bably be  turned  by  the  road  leading  from  Ninove. 

Ninove  is  a  moderate  sized  town,  having  about  3000  inhabitants.  It  is 
situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Dender,  and  commanded  by  high  ground 
to  the  northward  at  a  short  distance.  Just  on  the  skirts  of  the  town,  and 
on  the  slope  of  the  high  ground,  stands  a  very  large  building  with  a  fine 
church :  this,  as  a  sort  of  blockhouse,  might  serve  as  a  temporary  protection ; 
but  the  town  would  soon  be  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  which  would  give 
him  the  possession  of  the  bridge  (which  is  of  wood,  and  might  therefore 
easily  be  destroyed) :  oonsequenUy  its  destruction  would  only  be  a  tem- 
porary embarrassment  to  an  enemy. 

The  ground  on  the  right  bank  is  low,  and  unfavourable  for  the  defence  of 
the  town  of  Ninove,  or  pass^e  of  the  bridge. 

Above  it,  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  is  a  look  with  a  good  sluice  and 
basin.  The  water  is  here  stopped  by  timbers  prepared  for  that  purpose :  it 
is  about  800  yards  from  the  rising  ground  on  the  right  bank,  and  is  com- 
manded on  ihe  left  bank  by  ground  about  300  yards  distant ;  so  that  to 
cover  the  sluice,  one  or  more  works  must  be  constructed  on  the  enemy's 
side ;  but  as  I  do  not  think  this  sluice  would  produce  any  inundation,  it 
would  perhaps  be  as  well  to  be  prepared  to  destroy  it  It  is  called  the  sluice 
of  Pollacre. 

At  some  distance  above  the  sluice  of  Pollacre  is  the  bridge  of  Sandberghen, 
which  will  allow  carriages  to  pass :  the  piers  are  stone.  The  river  here  runs 
nearest  to  the  range  of  high  ground  on  the  eastern  side,  the  valley  being 
about  600  yards  across.  The  rising  ground  on  the  enemy's  side  is  very 
tame,  and  ike  slope  begins  about  500  yards  from  the  river.  It  might  pro- 
bably be  of  importance  to  have  a  communication  across  the  Dender  in  this 
part  of  the  country  ;  and  if  so,  the  bridge  could  be  covered  by  a  tete  de 
pont,  the  works  of  which  would  not  be  expensive.  Good  earthen  works 
with  broad  and  deep  ditches  could  here  be  formed,  and  these  might  be 
strengthened  from  the  opposite  side,  for  the  village  itself  (on  the  right 
bank)  and  ground  about  it  are  favourable  for  the  purpose.  The  village 
contains  800  souls.  A  sluice  might  here  be  made  ;  and,  as  the  valley  is 
narrow,  a  dam  might  be  run  across  and  defended  easily,  which,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  valley  above,  would  inundate  and  perhaps  do  away  the 
necessity  of  having  a  sluice  at  Eydeghem.  If  this  should  be  found  to  be 
the  case  on  a  more  minute  examination,  the  bridge  and  proposed  sluice  of 
Sandberghen  would  be  of  importance,  as  the  valley  might  be  overflowed 
so  as  to  cover  the  right  flank  of  some  strong  ground  behind  the  town  of 
Grammont. 

The  sluice  of  Eydeghem  is  about  three  miles  above  the  bridge  of  Sand- 
berghen :  it  would  be  difficult,  without  considerable  expense,  to  defend  it,  as 
it  is  commanded  at  the  distance  of  about  800  yards,  where  the  ground  takes 
its  rise.    It  does  not  appear  to  be  well  placed  for  the  purpose  of  inundation. 
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A  short  distance  above  is  a  bridge  for  cattle :  it  is  not  broad  enough  for 
carriages,  and  is  commanded  by  hills  300  yards  distant. 

The  next  bridge  above  is  that  of  Schendelbecke,  over  which  carriages  can 
pass.  It  leads  only  to  tlio  marshes,  and  is  commanded  by  ground  on  the 
left  bank  in  three  places,  at  the  distances  of  150,  200,  and  300  yards. 

There  are  two  bridges  at  Grammont ;  the  lowest  of  one  arch,  and  the  other 
has  three  arches :  they  are  both  stone  bridges.  Above  them  are  two  large 
mills  with  backwater  doors,  so  as  to  keep  a  largo  body  of  water  for  the  pur- 
poses of  grinding,  and  which  assist  in  the  navigation.  Above  these  mills 
the  Dender  divides  into  two  streams :  the  one  supplies  the  mills,  and  the 
other  passes  through  a  large  basin  used  as  a  lock,  and  to  which  are  two 
sluices  for  navigation.  The  fall  of  water  is  here  about  seven  feet ;  and,  if 
the  gates  of  the  sluices  were  heightened,  an  inundation  might  probably  be 
formed  above  the  town,  and  the  valley  dammed  across,  it  being  narrow  ; 
but  this  would  make  it  necessary  to  occupy  the  town,  or  to  cover  it  with 
works. — C. 

Instrtictions  continued, — And  Grammont  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  work  on  the  top  of  the  height  which  commands  the  town  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river. 

And  will  look  at  this  river,  with  a  view  to  its  becoming  a  line  of  defence ; 
and  will  report  particularly  which  of  the  bridges  it  would  be  necessary  to 
retain,  and,  of  course,  to  fortify,  and  which  to  destroy. 

Likewise  attend  to  the  defence  of  the  sluices,  which  must  be  on  the 
river. — W. 

Report, — Grammont  is  a  large  town,  having  a  population  of  about  6000 
souls :  it  is  divided  into  two  parts,  upper  and  lower.  It  is  a  cheval  on 
the  Dender. 

The  upper  town  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  western 
slope  of  the  heights,  its  nearest  part  being  at  some  distance  from  the 
summit.  The  lower  town  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river ;  and  although 
it  stands  on  a  hill,  yet  it  is  much  commanded  by  the  high  ground  on  its 
front  at  a  short  distance.  There  are  yet  the  traces  of  Grammont  having 
been  fortified ;  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  take  up  the  old  front,  so  as  to 
make  it  strong,  without  a  much  greater  expense  than  the  importance  of  the 
place  merits,  and  to  occupy  the  hills  beyond  the  enceinte  would  require 
several  redoubts  to  be  constructed.  Viewing  Grammont  as  a  post,  not  forti- 
fied, but  with  the  position  along  the  heights,  and  liaving  the  town  in  fronts  it 
lxxx)mcs  very  strong,  whether  with  or  without  the  means  of  inundation ; 
and,  under  this  impression,  it  might  be  advisable  to  have  a  strong  work  on 
the  summit  of  the  heights,  which  is  very  favourable  for  the  purpose.  It 
domineers  the  country  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  is  seen  from  most  of  the 
principal  towns  for  many  leagues  :  it  would  be  an  admirable  station  if  a 
system  of  telegraphs  were  established.  It  is  the  centre  of  a  very  strong 
position  as  a  field  of  battle.  The  distance  from  the  summit  (on  which  is 
the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame)  to  the  right  is  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  the 
slopes  rather  steep,  and  seen  to  the  bottom ;  about  half  Uiis  distance  is 
wood  (underwood,  with  trees)  favourable  for  defence,  the  slopes  being  very 
steep,  and  the  upper  margin  of  the  wood  commanding :  it  closes  well  on  the 
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right  below  the  church  of  Onckerzcle.  For  the  first  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  left  of  Notre  Dame  the  ground  is  very  strong :  beyond  this  is  wood  on 
the  slopes  of  the  heights  (a  part  strong  underwood,  and  the  remainder  more 
open) ;  the  left  closes  also  very  well,  for  the  Dender  comes  round  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  left,  and  the  Marcq  (a  small  river)  runs  into  the  Dender  at 
this  point,  and  is  a  further  protection  to  the  turning  of  this  flank.  Close  at 
the  extremity  of  the  left  is  a  wooden  bridge  with  stone  abutments,  and  100 
yards  above  is  a  sluice,  the  distance  being  a  little  more  than  two  miles  from 
Grammont. 

About  one  mile  above  Grammont  is  the  bridge  of  Boulau  :  the  timbers 
are  supported  by  stone  abutments  and  a  stone  pier.  It  is  for  carriages,  and 
there  is  a  paved  road  across  the  valley :  the  distance  between  the  rising 
ground  on  each  side  is  about  800  yards.  The  bridge  is  commanded  on  the 
left  bank  within  50  yards :  as  relating  to  the  position,  it  would  be  one  to  be 
destroyed,  and  the  paving  broken  up. 

The  bridge  next  above  is  that  at  the  extremity  of  the  position  of  Gram- 
mont. The  backwater  doors  of  the  sluice  close  above  it  might  be  heightened, 
as  I  am  of  opinion  the  valley  beyond  might  thereby  be  inundated  to  some 
extent. 

The  village  of  Acroen  is  about  a  mile  above  the  left  of  the  position,  and  in 
this  distance  there  are  two  mills  and  a  sluice :  the  village  is  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Dender.  There  is  here  a  wooden  bridge  with  stone  abutments  ;  and 
as  the  ground  in  front  is  not  favourable  for  defence,  without  considerable 
expense  being  incurred,  this  bridge  would  probably  be  destroyed  on  the 
approach  of  an  enemy.  This,  however,  unless  the  valley  were  overflowed, 
would  be  no  serious  obstacle,  as  there  is  timber  sufficient  on  the  spot ;  and 
two  or  three  pontoons  would  easily  effect  a  passage  across  the  river.  Above 
Acreen,  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  is  the  town  of  Lessinnes. 

Lessinnes  is  a  moderate  sized  town,  with  a  population  of  about  3600 
souls.  At  the  lower  side  is  a  mill  with  backwater  doors :  just  below  the 
mill  the  two  branches  of  the  river  unite,  and  at  the  point  of  junction  stand 
another  mill,  and  the  lower  sluice  of  a  very  fine  basin  and  lock ;  the  opening 
is  16  feet,  and  the  water  was  9  feet  6  inches  deep.  The  river  branches  ofif 
just  above  the  town,  and  is  crossed  by  two  stone  bridges :  that  to  the  east- 
ward has  one  large  arch,  and  the  otlier  has  three  arches.  The  town  stands 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  on  rising  ground,  which  increases  in  height  to 
the  westward :  the  slopes  are  gentle. 

Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  cover  the  town  and  its  two  bridges,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  pretty  well  accomplished  with  about  six 
redoubts,  and  the  intervals  managed  by  connecting  with  the  houses  and 
placing  palisades  where  required.  I  would  not  advise  the  contour  of  the 
ground  in  front  to  be  taken  up  for  the  two  advanced  redoubts,  which  would 
give  a  distance  of  about  500  yards  from  some  cover  in  front 

The  valley  is  narrow  at  Lessinnes ;  but  I  do  not  think  any  inundation 
could  be  formed  here.  The  river  is  narrow,  and  the  body  of  water  not 
considerable. 

About  four  miles  above  is  a  bridge  leading  to  Isieres :  the  piers  are  of 
bad  masonry.  It  is  for  carriages ;  but  the  timber-work  requires  repair.  It 
could  easily  be  destroyed.    Between  this  bridge  and  Lessinnes  tiiere  are 
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two  slaioeSy  OUegnus  and  Papignus ;  but  the  geueral  level  of  the  valley  is 
such  that  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  overflowed. 

The  sluice  of  Isieres  is  next  above  the  bridge.  Beyond  this  is  the  mill  of 
Tendre,  which  has  backwater  doors ;  a  small  distance  from  which  is  a  sluice, 
with  a  drawbridge :  the  ground  rises  on  both  sides  within  200  yards. 

Farther  up  the  river,  and  n^^  Ath,  is  a  mill  with  three  backwater  doors, 
and  near  the  mill  is  a  sluice.  Close  to  Ath  is  a  bridge  over  which  passes  a 
road  which  leads  to  the  chauss^  to  Enghien.  This  bridge  can  at  all  times 
be  destroyed,  if  found  requisite. 

The  navigation  of  the  Dender  is  confined  to  two  days  in  the  week.  The 
cause  of  this  restriction  is  from  the  want  of  a  sufGcient  body  of  water  during 
the  summer  months  ;  and,  from  the  inquiries  I  have  made,  I  find  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  is,  that  an  inundation  cannot  take  place  in  the  valley  of  the 
Dender  except  in  the  winter  months.  It  seems,  however,  probable  that  partial 
inundations  may  be  made  by  increasing  the  height  of  the  sluice-gates, 
cutting  the  banks,  and  by  damming  across  the  valley  where  narrow. 

It  seems  advisable  to  fortify  Ath  and  Dendermonde,  not  only  in  order  to 
give  strength  to  the  line  of  the  Dender,  but  also  as  places  of  considerable 
importance  in  a  general  point  of  view.  Above  Ath  the  Dender  ceases  to  be 
of  consequence ;  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole  of  its  course  temporary 
bridges  might  be  thrown  over  its  present  channel  without  difficulty. — C. 

InstructionB. — Likewise  examine  the  high  ground  between  the  Lys  and 
the  Scheldt,  from  Oudenarde  on  the  Scheldt  towards  Harlebeke  on  the 
Lys,  and  that  on  the  right  of  the  Scheldt  near  Oudenarde,  and  opposite 
Avelghem. — W. 

Report, — ^The  only  ground  between  the  Lys  and  the  Scheldt,  as  connected 
with  Oudenarde,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  communication  by  that  town  with  the 
high  ground  opposite  Avelghem,  seems  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ghysel- 
brechtegem.  This  ground  is  about  five  miles  to  the  westward  and  south- 
ward of  Oudenarde.  The  village  of  Ghyselbrechtegem  stands  on  the  front 
of  a  range  of  moderately  high  ground  of  easy  ascent,  the  part  of  which  to  be 
connected  by  the  shortest  line  to  the  Scheldt,  so  as  to  secure  the  left  flank, 
is  about  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the  river :  the  range  of  high  ground  extends 
from  the  village  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  where  it  descends  with  an  easy 
slope  to  the  level  and  enclosed  country,  reaching  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
Lys.  The  right  of  this  ground  could  be  attacked  with  advantage,  or  turned 
by  Ansegem ;  and,  as  a  position,  it  can  only  be  considered  strong  against 
an  enemy  advancing  upon  the  high  road  near  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt. 

The  high  ground  opposite  Avelghem  is  very  strong ;  but  to  occupy  it  as 
the  left  of  a  position  would  require  an  immense  army  for  its  defence  :  for 
instead  of  being  a  range  of  heights  from  thence  towards  Oudenarde,  the 
country  recedes  from  the  Scheldt,  presenting  only  points  of  high  ground 
(distant  from  the  river  one,  two,  and  three  miles),  and  extensive  valleys 
between  them. — C. 

Instructions  continued. — And  will  see  whether  at  Oudenarde  a  bridge 
could  be  secured,  so  as  to  connect  the  heights  on  both  sides  in  one  system 
of  defence. — W. 

Report. — ^The  distance  in  a  straight  line  from  the  left  to  Oudenarde  is 
about  nine  miles  and  a  half.    The  value,  therefore,  of  Oudenarde  as  con- 
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neoting  the  heights  on  both  sides  of  the  Scheldt  in  one  system  of  defence  is 
very  much  diminished.  But  in  a  more  extended  view  it  is  of  importance 
that  Oudenarde  should  be  fortified.  Oudenarde  is  a  moderate-sized  town, 
with  a  population  of  about  4500  souls :  it  has  a  large  church,  convents,  a 
yery  large  and  handsome  town-house  and  barracks ;  the  streets  are  good, 
with  handsome  houses. 

The  Scheldt,  which  enters  on  the  south  side,  passes  through  the  town : 
its  shape  is  somewhat  triangular.  It  was  formerly  well  but  irregularly 
fortified  with  four  bastions,  forming  three  fronts  on  the  eastern  side,  with 
covert  way  and  glacis,  and  an  advanced  ditch ;  a  part  near  the  Scheldt  could 
be  inimdated,  and  the  remainder  of  these  fronts  had  an  advanced  covert  way 
and  glacis.  The  south-west  side  was  enclosed  by  a  long  line  of  masonry, 
with  round  towers  and  a  part  en  cr^maill^re,  a  broad  and  respectable  ditch 
with  covert  way  and  glacis,  the  river  passing  along  the  foot  of  a  part  of  the 
glacis,  and  the  remainder  protected  by  an  advanced  ditch  :  the  whole  of  this 
side  could  be  covered  by  inundation.  The  north-west  angle  of  the  triangle 
was  covered  by  a  pretty  regular  fronts  broad  and  deep  double  ditches,  covert 
ways,  and  glacis  :  this  front  could  not  be  covered  by  inundation.  The  re- 
maining side  (northern)  of  the  triangle  was^  enclosed  with  three  irregular 
fronts :  the  part  nearest  the  north-west  angle  was  covered  by  double  ditches, 
covert  ways,  and  glacis ;  beyond  this  was  an  advanced  line,  and  the  whole 
side  was  protected  by  inimdation.  The  whole  of  the  eastern  side  is  com- 
pletely domineered  by  very  high  ground,  distant  about  700  yards. 

The  enoeinte  was  about  3600  yards,  of  which  about  2900  yards  could  be 
covered  by  inundation,  and  the  remaining  700  yards  had  double  ditches, 
covert  ways,  and  glacis.  Oudenarde  is  therefore  very  strong  by  nature, 
except  on  the  eastern  side.  It  may  now  be  made  a  respectable  place  with 
good  earthen  works,  broad  and  deep  ditches,  with  the  requisite  outworks  ; 
and,  instead  of  pushing  the  outworks  forward  so  as  to  come  the  more  closely 
under  the  command  of  the  high  ground,  I  would  propose  those  heights  to 
be  occupied  by  a  strong  work,  which  should  oblige  an  enemy  to  besiege  and 
carry  before  he  could  attack  the  body  of  the  place  on  the  eastern  side. 

Oudenarde  would  form  a  good  tete  de  pont  upon  the  Scheldt,  and  if  the 
inundation  were  completed,  it  would  be  well  garrisoned  with  about  3000  men. 

Its  means  of  inundation  is  by  opening  the  two  sluices  of  the  river,  which 
are  in  the  town :  in  half  an  hour  (upon  any  sudden  alarm)  the  ditches 
would  have  six  feet  depth  of  water,  and  in  two  hours  the  inundation  would 
be  complete  with  a  general  depth  of  from  two  to  four  feet  in  the  winter 
months,  and  which  was  proved  when  Greneral  Maison  attacked  the  place 
last  spring. 

Before  I  quit  the  subject  of  Oudenarde,  I  would  observe  that  between 
the  Scheldt  and  the  Dender  there  are  two  great  roads  which  lead  to 
Oudenarde :  one  from  Toumay,  passing  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Scheldt 
through  the  villages  of  Herinnes  and  Escanafle ;  and  the  other  from  Atb, 
leading  in  the  first  instance  upon  the  chauss^  to  Toumay  as  far  as  Lense 
(a  moderate  sized  town,  about  eight  miles  from  Ath  and  ten  miles  from 
Toumay),  when  it  turns  suddenly  in  the  town  to  the  northward  and  passes 
through  Renaix.  This  last  road  is  newly  paved,  and  is  by  far  the  best  I 
have  seen  in  the  country.  About  eight  miles  from  Lense,  and  behind 
Ellignus,  is  a  strong  position,  the  road  passing  at  the  foot  of  the  right  flank ; 
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but  as  an  enemy  would  attack  and  endeavour  to  force  and  turn  this  flank, 
by  which  he  would  gain  the  chauss^e,  it  would  perhaps  only  be  of  moment 
for  a  rear  guard. 

The  town  of  Renaix  is  about  fifteen  miles  from  Lense  and  seven  from 
Oadenarde :  it  is  well  built,  and  has  a  population  of  9500  souls.  At  the 
entrance  is  a  very  large  square  ch&teau.  Behind  the  town,  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  is  a  very  strong  range  of  heights,  extending  from  the 
diauss^  to  the  right,  which  rests  on  the  Scheldt,  about  five  miles,  and  from 
the  chauss^  to  the  left  is  about  two  miles. 

The  slopes  of  this  position  are  generally  very  long,  with  good  flanking- 
points  for  artillery ;  a  good  deal  of  wood,  with  strong  thick  underwood. 
The  high  groimd  on  the  right,  at  the  tower  of  the  Bois  de  TEnclus,  is  very 
strong,  with  steep  slopes :  the  summit  is  planted  with  Scotch  firs,  generally 
about  three  or  four  feet  high.  The  lower  fall  at  a  windmill  is  very  strong, 
and  commands  everything  towards  the  extremity  of  the  right.  There  is  a 
small  rivulet  from  Renaix,  which  passes  along  Uie  front ;  it  joins  another 
rivulet  (the  Ronne)  which  passes  parallel  to  the  }x>sition,  and  falls  into  the 
Scheldt ;  but  the  distance  being  generally  about  a  mile,  it  is  of  no  importance 
to  the  position.  The  left  of  the  position  is  likewise  very  strong,  and  termi- 
nates on  the  very  high  ground  marked  Speelbergh,  but  by  the  country 
people  called  Balsambergh :  it  is  also  planted  with  firs,  about  2  feet  high. 
The  slopes  are  long  in  front,  with  good  flanking  points,  and  the  margins  of 
the  wood  favourable,  llie  turning  of  this  flank  is  very  favourable  for 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  is  further  protected  by  an  extensive  wood,  with 
strong  underwood  and  trees.  Should  an  enemy  wish  to  attack  and  turn 
this  flank,  it  must  be  done  by  a  very  wide  movement,  in  which  case  there 
is  favourable  ground  for  a  reserve  of  infantry  and  cavalry  at  the  back  of  the 
Bois  de  Breckel,  near  the  windmill  of  Caccamcr.  There  is  a  good  road  of 
communication  nearly  along  the  whole  range  of  these  heights  on  the  to]), 
with  several  other  roads  slanting  to  the  front.  The  only  road  by  which  an 
enemy  can  bring  up  his  artillery  is  by  the  chauss^,  which  is  enfiladed  for 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  it  passes  through  ground  which  would  be 
difficult  to  be  forced. 

There  is  some  strong  ground  near  to  Oudenarde,  which,  under  particular 
circumstances,  might  be  advantageous :  indeed  the  country  between  the 
Scheldt  and  the  Dender  is  generally  of  a  more  marked  character  than  any 
other  I  have  passed  through. 

To  the  northward  of  Toumay,  and  distant  about  three  miles,  is  strong 
commanding  ground  as  a  position :  its  right  rests  upon  the  Scheldt,  near 
the  windmill  of  Ormant,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  houses  which  skirt 
the  slope  of  the  ground,  makes  the  flank  strong.  The  rising  ground  is 
favourable  for  artillery  :  it  connects  up  towards  the  heights  of  St.  Aubert 
dit-la-Trinit^  by  a  wood  (strong  underwood  with  trees)  of  a  triangular  form, 
the  lower  margin  of  which  is  favourable  for  defence ;  there  are  good  flanking 
situations  for  artillery.  The  slope  of  the  hill  on  which  the  church  of  La 
Trinity  stands  is  very  steep  and  strong ;  the  churchyard  has  a  surrounding 
wall  of  about  4  feet  6  inches  high.  The  houses  on  the  left  of  the  church 
on  the  road  leading  to  the  village  of  Mourcourt  have  a  complete  command 
of  thd  slope :  to  the  front  and  beyond  is  a  large  wood  which  is  favourable. 
This  position  is  about  three  miles  in  extent.    On  its  left  and  somewhat 
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advanced  is  the  Bois  do  Miraumont,  which  is  more  than  three  miles  and  a 
half  in  length,  and  its  flank  is  covered  by  some  favourable  ground,  with 
good  situations  for  guns  to  act  in  front  of  the  village  of  Thimauges. 

The  great  road  from  Toumay  (on  the  right  bank  of  the  Scheldt)  to 
Oudenarde  passes  through  the  right  of  the  iwsition,  and  there  is  a  road 
passing  through  the  left  of  the  position  to  Rcnaix,  which  is  paved  for  about 
a  league  beyond  Mourcourt. 

The  position  of  St.  Aubert  la  Trinity  can  be  turned  by  the  chauss^  from 
Lense  to  Kenaix. — C. 

Instructions, — Likewise  to  visit  Ypres. — W. 

Bepcn-t.  -  Ypres  is  a  large  and  populous  city,  containing  about  16,000 
souls.  Its  enceinte  is  about  4800  yards,  and  of  an  irregular  form.  On  the 
side  of  Courtray  are  three  long  fronts,  with  very  flat  bastions,  having  orillons 
and  short  concave  flanks.  The  escarp  is  in  pretty  good  order  and  about  27 
feet  high,  and  the  ditches  on  this  line  are  broad  and  deep.  On  the  south 
and  west  sides  there  is  an  irregular  ancient  wall,  great  part  of  which  is  loop- 
holed,  and  the  rest  is  flanked  by  small  semicircular  towers :  a  part  of  this 
wall,  which  is  built  on  arches,  has  given  way,  and  the  breach  is  defended 
with  palisades  and  fraises,  at  present  in  bad  order.  The  north  side  is  enclosed 
with  two  fronts,  with  orillons  and  short  concave  flanks.  The  great  defence 
of  the  body  of  the  place  is  its  wet  ditch,  across  which  are  several  batardeaux, 
so  that  the  water  in  the  several  ditches  is  in  diflerent  levels.  There  are  ex- 
tensive outworks  all  round,  generally  of  earth :  some  few  have  a  low  revet- 
ment. The  south  side  round  to  the  road  to  Bailleul  can  be  inundated  by 
means  of  an  extensive  lake  to  the  southward  of  the  city,  and  which,  between 
the  roads  to  Lille  and  Bailleul,  is  fiurther  covered  by  lines  of  a  weak  profile. 
The  little  river  Yperle  runs  through  the  town,  and  goes  out  parallel  to  the 
Canal  de  Bausinger :  a  small  inundation  can  be  formed  between  the  Canal 
de  Bausinger  and  the  road  to  Courtray.  There  are  a  few  guns  mounted 
upon  the  works,  and  about  twenty  field-pieces  detained  by  the  Prussians. 

Ypres  is  a  place  of  importance,  and  could  be  made  in  respectable  condition 
at  a  moderate  expense.    It  would  require  a  garrison  of  about  6000  men. 

The  great  roaids  from  Ypres  are  to  Lille,  Menin,  Kousbrugghe,  and 
Roupelaire. — C. 

Instructions, — To  visit  Fort  Knocke  and  Kousbrugghe. — W. 

Report. — ^About  ten  miles  from  Ypres,  at  the  junction  of  the  canal  of 
Ypres  and  the  Yser,  is  a  spot  which  was  once  strongly  fortified ;  and  although 
there  are  now  scarcely  any  traces  of  the  works,  yet  the  three  houses  there 
are  called  Fort  Knocke.  The  Yser  rises  in  France,  and  passes  through  Kous- 
brugghe. The  only  importance  of  Fort  Knocke  was  from  the  command  it 
had  over  the  navigation  from  Ypres  and  Kousbrugghe.  It  possesses  neither 
sluices  nor  the  means  of  forming  an  inundation  unless  by  nmning  a  dam 
across  the  marshy  ground,  which  would  be  a  work  of  considerable  labour, 
and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  advantage  to  be  derived  therefrom ;  for  even  if 
inundated  beyond  Kousbrugghe,  the  roads  from  Dunkirk  and  Bergues  to 
Kousbrugghe  and  Paperinghe  would  be  turned  by  the  chauss^e  from  those 
places  wliich  pass  by  Wormhout  to  Capel ;  for  which  reason  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  advisable  that  either  Knocke  or  Kousbrugghe  should  be 
fortified. 
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The  Canal  of  Tpres  passeB  by  Dixmude  in  its  way  to  Nienport. 

Dixmude,  whidi  is  a  small  town  containing  1500  inhabitants,  has  the 
traces  of  having  been  fortified,  and  should  it  ever  be  deemed  from  its  situa- 
tion of  any  importance,  it  might  be  made  a  strong  place ;  for  the  command 
over  it,  if  any,  is  of  little  consequence,  and  it  might  have  wet  ditches.— C. 

Instructions, — To  visit  Fumes. — W. 

Beport — Fumes  is  a  moderate-sized  town ;  its  population  about  3000 
souls.  It  is  about  fifteen  miles  from  Dimkirk  and  Bergues,  about  eight 
miles  from  Nieuport,  and  about  three  miles  and  a  half  in  a  direct  line  to 
the  sea  :  it  has  a  navigable  communication,  by  means  of  canals,  with  Dun- 
kirk, Bergues,  Rousbrugghe,  Ypres,  and  Nieuport.  Fumes  was  formerly 
fortified  with  eight  bastions  and  strong  outworks.  The  whole  of  the  forti- 
fications have  been  completely  demolished,  and  the  only  remaining  traces 
are  the  ditches,  which  are  more  than  iialf  filled  up.  The  extent  of  the  body 
of  the  place  was  about  8000  yards.  It  is  not  commanded,  and  if  required  it 
might  be  made  respectable  by  earthen  works  and  broad  and  deep  ditches. — C. 

Instructions, — ^To  visit  Nieuport. — W. 

Eeport, — ^Nieuport  is  a  small  compact  town,  containing  about  3000 
inhabitants.  The  works  surrounding  it  are  very  ancient  and  irregular,  con- 
sisting of  four  small  irregular  bastions,  and  the  enceinte  flanked  by  small 
semicircular  towers  of  a  low  profile :  the  body  of  the  place  is  about  2800  yards 
in  extent. 

The  Yperle,  which  passes  on  the  north  side  to  the  sea,  from  which  it  is 
distant  about  two  miles,  forms  the  ditch.  The  ditches  on  the  west,  south, 
and  east  sides  are  broad  and  deep.  On  the  north  side  is  a  work  as  a  t^te  de 
pont  to  the  river,  and  to  cover  a  lock  with  flood  gates  on  the  canal  of 
Bruges.  On  the  west  side,  in  front  of  the  body  of  the  place,  are  six  small 
detached  works,  with  covert  way  and  glacis,  beyond  which  is  the  Canal  of 
Fumes,  covered  by  some  lines  and  outworks  which  extend  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  are  closed  by  a  square  redoubt,  called  Fort  de  Wir- 
vout.    This  work  covers  the  sluice  of  Fumes. 

The  south  side  beyond  the  ditches  of  the  body  of  the  place  is  covered  by 
three  demi-lunes,  with  ditches,  covert  way,  and  glacis.  The  Canal  de 
Fumes  passes  also  round  the  glacis  on  this  front. 

The  cast  front  has  likewise  three  demi-lunes,  with  ditches,  covert  way, 
and  glacis,  covered  also  by  the  Canal  de  Fumes,  upon  which  are  two  de- 
tached redoubts,  with  a  line  of  covert  vray  and  glacis.  The  Canal  de  Fumes, 
where  it  rounds  on  the  west  side,  is  also  covered  by  five  detached  redoubts, 
with  oovert  way  and  glacis,  extending  to  the  Fort  de  I'Ecluse,  and  thus 
connecting  with  Fort  Wirvout.  It  is  only  on  the  west  side  and  at  Fort 
Wirvout  that  Nieuport  can  be  attacked  with  advantage,  for  it  is  only  in 
front  of  these  parts  that  the  inundation  has  not  been  efiected,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  ascertain  whether  the  inundation  on  the  south  side 
could  not  be  connected  with  that  of  Wirvout  by  a  cut  through  the  tongue 
of  low  ground  between  those  inundations. 

The  works  are  now  in  tolerable  order,  and  by  completing  and  repairing 
the  palisades,  and  improving  the  communications  and  mounting  guns  where 
requisite,  would  be  in  a  state  to  stand  a  siege,  and,  with  a  garrison  of  about 
3000  men,  ought  to  make  a  good  defence. 
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Nieaport  poflsesses  great  powers  for  inundating  the  country  towards  Ostend^ 
Bruges,  and  Dixmude ;  but  it  is  only  in  the  winter  months  that  any  depend- 
ence can  be  placed  except  by  the  introduction  of  salt  water,  which  would 
cause  the  utmost  distress  to  numerous  families. — C. 


Instructums, — To  visit  Ostend. — W. 

Report. — Ostend  is  a  large  town,  conveniently  situated  with  the  sea  for 
trade,  and  has  a  population  of  about  11,000  souls.  It  was  formerly  fortified 
with  eleven  bastions  ;  but  since  that  period  the  works  on  the  west  side  were 
destroyed.  The  town  has  greatly  increased  in  size,  basins  have  been  formed, 
extensive  ranges  of  buildings  erected,  which,  together  with  other  improve- 
ments under  Buonaparte,  have  made  it  a  place  of  great  importance.  To  cover 
the  town  on  the  west  side,  four  strong  fronts,  of  more  than  200  toises  each, 
have  been  constructed,  so  as  to  complete  the  enceinte :  as  far,  therefore,  as 
earthen  works  and  broad  ditches  are  concerned,  the  place  may  be  deemed 
tolerably  well  fortified.  The  ditches  are  generally  about  4  feet  deep :  a 
further  excavation  of  2  feet  would  be  advisable,  and  the  water  can  be  in- 
creased in  height  about  2  feet.  The  counterscarp  on  the  sea  fronts  is 
revetted  with  bricks.  There  is  a  small  ravelin  on  the  north-west  front,  and  a 
large  ravelin  on  the  south-west  front,  beside  which  is  a  covert  way  and 
glacis.  The  berm  of  the  body  of  the  place  is  well  palisaded,  and  the  covert 
way  is  also  well  palisaded  from  the  north  side  to  the  right  branch  of  the 
covert  way  covering  the  right  face  of  the  south-west  ravelin.  There  is  a 
depot  of  palisades  apparently  sufficient  to  complete  the  covert  way,  and  for 
other  purposes  requiring  to  be  done.  Inhere  is  a  small  harbour,  which  runs 
parallel  to  the  works  on  the  east  side,  and  on  the  opposite  side,  at  the  end  of 
the  jetty,  is  Fort  Napoleon,  to  defend  the  entrance.  To  the  eastward  of  this 
long  jetty  is  a  large  extent  of  sand,  which  is  covered  at  high  water,  and 
distant  from  the  works  about  650  yards,  and  from  hence  there  is  a  long 
range  of  sand-hills,  serving  as  cover  to  an  attack  against  the  town.  The 
French  have  erected  an  expensive  work  to  protect  the  town  on  this  side : 
it  is  called  Fort  Imperial,  and  is  distant  from  the  town  about  1200  yards. 
It  is  a  pentagonal  work,  with  a  very  deep  ditch,  flanked  by  a  bomb-proof 
caponni^re  on  each  side.  The  body  of  the  work  is  bomb-proof,  with  loop- 
holes to  fire  upon  the  covert  way  from  the  casemates :  above  the  casemates  are 
also  loop-holes  to  defend  the  covert  way,  and  the  top  of  the  parapet  (6  feet 
thick  of  brickwork)  fires  over  the  glacis.  Four  of  the  faces  are  mounted 
with  24-pounders,  three  in  each  face.  There  are  five  places  of  arms :  that 
towards  the  sea  is  mounted  with  48-pounders,  and  there  is  an  8-inch 
howitzer  at  the  salient  of  the  other  places  of  arms.  It  has  some  faults,  but 
is  a  very  respectable  work :  its  garrison  is  450  men.  The  glacis  is  not 
finished.  The  French  had  begim  a  similar  work  on  the  west  side  of  the 
town,  on  the  sand-hills,  at  the  distance  of  1200  yards  from  the  body  of  the 
place,  and  about  800  yards  from  the  advanced  lunette  at  the  extremity  of 
the  sea  dyke,  lliere  are  some  additions  and  improvements  in  this  work, 
called  Fort  Royal;  for  the  caponni^res  are  flanked  by  loop-holes  in  the 
counterscarp,  and  there  seem  to  be  the  means  of  the  troops  retiring  from 
the  covert  way,  Ixjsides  retreating  through  the  only  gateway  and  over  the 
only  drawbridge  to  the  body  of  the  place,  as  at  Fort  Imperial. 
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The  arches  over  the  caponni^res  and  casemates  in  the  counterscarp  are 
turned,  and  the  masonry  is  generally  about  6  feet  above  the  foundations. 

It  seems  calculated  for  a  garrison  of  450  men.    There  is  a  small  work  at 

'some  distance  from  the  town,  to  defend  the  great  sluices  of  Sluykens  on  the 

Bruges  Canal :  this  work  does  not,  however,  cover  them  ;  and  as  this  is  the 

most  important  sluice  in  the  whole  country,  it  ought  to  be  well  coveretl, 

and  protected  by  a  respectable  work. 

Ostend  possesses  the  means  of  immdating  tlie  low  ground  for  its  own 
defence,  as  well  as  for  Nieuport  and  the  adjacent  country  ;  and  it  appears 
that  since  the  French  formed  the  Grand  Basin  and  its  magnificent  sluice 
as  a  back-water  to  scour  the  harbour  and  channel,  Ostend  can  be  almost 
immediately  inundated  with  fresh  water  in  the  winter  months :  for,  by 
stopping  the  gates  of  this  sluice,  the  sluices  of  Sluykens,  and  of  other 
smaller  sluices,  and  cutting  their  banks,  the  levels  of  the  water  will  imme- 
diately be  increased  and  a  sheet  of  water  spread  over  the  low  ground  in  the 
vicinity. — C. 

Instructions, — To  visit  Bruges. — ^W. 

Report, — Bruges  is  a  large  and  populous  city,  containing  14,000  inhabit- 
ants :  it  was  fortified  in  the  ancient  manner ;  a  long  line  of  ram^mrts 
flanked  by  a  great  many  small  towers,  with  a  broad  and  deep  ditch  in  front, 
to  which  outworks  had  been  added.  The  enceinte  is  still  visible.  There 
is  a  second  or  outer  enclosure,  generally  speaking  parallel  to  the  inner  line  ; 
it  had  several  small  redans,  with  a  small  ditch,  now  narrow  and  choked 
with  weeds.  The  outer  line  should  be  quite  levelled,  as  it  would  give  cover 
to  an  enemy,  who  would  keep  down  the  fire  of  the  body  of  the  place  and 
prevent  the  use  of  artillery. 

Bruges  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  an  intrenched  camp,  with  such  a  ditch 
as  could  not  be  forced ;  its  entrances  being  defended  by  respectable  gate- 
ways. Its  being  occupied  would  give  cover  to  the  troops,  and  would  protect 
the  resources  of  the  country. 

There  are  good  barracks  for  troops.  It  has  the  means,  combined  with 
Ghent^  Ostend,  Nieuport,  and  Fumes,  of  inundating  the  country  to  a  great 
extent. — C. 

Instructions, — ^The  former  system  of  inundation  throughout  West 
Flanders  should  likewise  be  an  object  for  inquiry ;  and  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  extend  it  farther,  and  in  what  mode  the  existing  or  the  new 
sluices  to  be  formed  could  be  best  secured. — W. 

Report, — All  the  rivers  in  the  deiMirtment  of  the  Lys  have  been  converted 
into  canals,  excepting  the  Lys  and  the  Scheldt :  they  are  retained  by  sluices 
at  the  ports  of  Ostend  and  Nieuport,  and  near  L'Ecluse. 

The  canal  from  Ghent  to  Ostend  is  divided  by  means  of  sluices  into  three 
levels :  1st,  that  from  Ghent  to  Bruges ;  2nd,  that  portion  which  passes 
through  Bruges ;  and  3rdly,  from  Bruges  to  the  sluice  of  Sluykens,  near 
Ostend.  The  water  in  the  first  portion  is  3^  feet  higher  than  the  second, 
and  the  second  is  3|  feet  higher  than  the  third  level. 

The  canal  which  branches  off  to  Nieu]X)rt  is  divided  in  like  manner  into 
two  levels :  the  first  portion,  from  Plaschendael  to  the  sluice  of  Rattevalle, 
is  usually  on  the  same  level  with  the  Canal  of  Ostend  ;  the  second  portion. 
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which  extends  from  Battevalle  to  what  is  called  the  sluice  of  Bruges  at 
Nieuport,  is  3  feet  lower  than  the  former. 

During  nine  months  of  the  year  there  is  a  great  deal  too  much  water  in 
the  different  canals,  so  that  it  must  he  drawn  off  into  the  sea  at  low  water, 
in  order  to  prevent  inimdation  taking  place,  and  also  to  give  vent  to  other 
smaller  canals  which  correspond  with  the  different  levels  ahove  mentioned. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  interior  of  Bruges  is  very  little  higher  than 
that  level  of  the  canal  which  passes  through  the  city :  therefore,  if  the  water 
were  raised  to  the  height  of  Ghent  Canal,  great  part  of  Bruges  would  be 
overflowed. 

The  canal  from  Bruges  to  Ostend  is  usually  from  4  to  10  feet  higher  than 
the  surrounding  country. 

The  Nieuport  Canal  in  its  upper  level  is  2  feet  higher  than  the  sur- 
rounding country. 

The  dykes  of  the  Ostend  Canal  being  in  many  places  only  3  feet  high 
above  the  water,  and  those  of  the  Nieuport  Canal  only  from  1  to  3  feet  high, 
it  must  be  evident  that  if  you  raise  the  water  of  these  canals  to  the  level  of 
the  Ghent  Canal,  they  will  almost  everywhere  overflow  their  dykes ;  so  that 
with  the  assistance  of  cuts,  made  for  the  purpose  beforehand,  they  would  be 
able  to  inundate  the  neighbouring  country.  This  inundation  would  take 
place,  or  at  least  render  the  ground  impracticable,  in  the  environs  of  the  city 
of  Bruges ;  also  in  the  communes  of  St.  Michael,  St.  Andr^,  Varssenaeve, 
Snellegham,  Zilleghem,  Elghem,  Westkucke,  Oudenbourg,  Ghistel,  Eneg- 
ham,  Jehtegham,  Moere  and  Cookelaeve,  Maerdyck,  Zande,  &c. ;  Sevecote, 
Slype,  Lessinghe,  Marienkucke,  and  Steene ;  where  the  greater  part  of  the 
land  is  so  low  that  the  water  passes  through  small  aqueducts  under  the 
Canals  of  Ostend  and  Nieuport,  from  whence  it  is  afterwards  carried  off  into 
the  sea  by  different  sluices  established  at  the  port  of  Ostend.  The  second 
level  of  the  Canal  of  Nieuport  has  got  no  dyke,  except  on  a  part  of  the  left 
bank,  which  serves  to  prevent  the  sea- water  from  entering  it  at  spring  tides : 
the  water  in  it  is  usually  2  feet  lower  than  the  right  bank.  The  small 
canal  of  Yladsloo  discharges  itself  into  this  level.  If  it  were  raised  to  the 
height  of  the  Ghent  Canal,  the  whole  of  its  right  bank,  and  the  environs  of 
Nieuport  to  the  east  of  the  harbour,  with  the  exception  of  Lombarzide, 
would  be  inundated  as  far  as  Ostend. 

To  the  left,  or  south  side  of  the  canal,  the  inundation  would  take  place 
in  the  communes  of  Manne,  Kensveere,  St.  Pierre  Capelle,  Zande,  Leke,  and 
Vladsloo,  and  would  render  impracticable  much  of  the  surrounding  country. 
The  whole  of  this  inundation  might  be  effected  in  the  rainy  season  in  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  by  shutting  the  sluices  of  Sluykens  and  Watningher  at 
Ostend,  and  the  sluice  of  Bniges  at  Nieuport. 

The  Yser,  formerly  a  river,  has  been  converted  into  a  canal,  which  extends 
from  Nieuport  to  Fort  Knocke,  &c. :  it  is  retained  at  Nieuport  by  the 
sluices  of  Niewendamme  and  Ypres.  During  six  months  of  the  year  there 
is  a  quantity  of  superfluous  water,  which  must  be  discharged  into  the  sea 
at  low  water ;  in  that  season  the  water  stands  4  feet  higher  than  the  lower 
level  of  the  canal  from  Nieuport  towards  Ostend  and  Bruges.  By  shutting 
the  two  sluices  for  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  in  the  rainy  season,  the 
Yperle,  the  Yser,  and  other  little  canals  of  irrigation  which  communicate 
with  them,  would  overflow  their  dykes,  and,  by  assistance  of  cuts  made  for 
VOL.  IX.  P 
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the  purpose,  it  would  be  practicable  to  inundate  the  communes  of  St  Ivoris, 
Ramscappol,  Boetshock,  Scheerwillam,  Nieucapelle,  Pervise,  Oostkercbe, 
Oudecapelle,  Loo,  and  the  environs  of  Knocke,  Dixmude,  Zarren,  Hand- 
saem,  Woemen,  Merckem,  Essendamme,  Oostvlitecren,  and  several  other 
communes,  the  ground  of  which  would  be  rendered  impracticable  as  far  as 
Ypres  and  Popperingbe.  This  inundation  would  be  felt  even  in  tbe  environs 
of  Mount  Capel.  The  city  of  Bergues  would  also  be  aflfected  by  it  in  a  great 
measure ;  but  when  the  water  rises  so  high  aroimd  this  place  as  to  be  on 
the  point  of  cutting  the  communication  between  these  two  cities  by  the 
high  road,  a  part  of  it  may  then  be  drawn  off  into  the  sea  by  means  of  the 
sluices  of  Dunkirk. 

The  canal  from  Nieuport  to  Fumes  and  Dunkirk  is  of  one  single  level 
throughout ;  one  sluice  at  Nieuport  and  another  at  Dunkirk  serve  to  dis- 
charge the  superfluous  waters  during  six  months  in  the  year.  This  canal 
is  usually  4  feet  lower  than  the  Tser.  By  shutting  these  sluices  for  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks,  the  ground  between  the  sandhills  and  the  canal  from 
Nieuport  to  Fumes  would  be  completely  inundated ;  whilst,  by  means  of 
the  Tser,  tbe  whole  of  the  country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  canal  as  far  as 
Fumes  and  Fort  Knocke  might  also  be  laid  under  water.  These  inundations 
would  be  terrible  if  use  were  made  of  the  sea,  which  rises  a  good  deal  above 
the  level  of  the  waters  of  the  country.  By  opening  the  numerous  sluices 
of  Ostend  and  Nieuport  at  high  water,  the  country  might  be  rendered  as  it 
were  totally  impracticable,  for  the  great  square  of  Bmges  is  about  6  feet 
lower  than  the  high  water  level ;  but  if  that  measure  were  resorted  to,  up- 
wards of  30,000  people  would  be  driven  from  their  homes,  to  whom  a 
previous  notice  of  at  least  three  weeks  ought  to  be  given.  The  names  of  the 
sluices  alluded  to  are  as  follows : — 

At  Ostend, — Sluice  of  Sluykens ;  New  Ecluse  de  Chasse ;  sluice  of  Vin- 
gerhoek ;  Ecluse  de  St.  Catherine ;  sluice  of  Nordhede ;  Ecluse  bleuu. 

At  Nieuport, — Sluice  of  Bmges;  sluice  of  Niewendamme;  sluice  of 
Ypres;  sluice  of  Fumes. 

The  information  as  to  the  extent  of  inundation  was  given  by  a  Mr.  Jaen 
de  Brock,  of  Bmges,  a  young  man  who  was  employed  by  ihe  French  in  the 
works  at  Ostend :  he  is  now  acting  as  director  of  the  navigation  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Lys.  From  the  short  interview  with  him  he  appeared  to 
be  very  intelligent,  and  would  probably  be  very  useful  in  assisting  to  carry 
on  any  military  works  that  might  be  judged  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier  of  the  Netherlands. 

There  was  another  intelligent  person  at  Ath,  from  whom  I  received  much 
information  respecting  the  Dender.  He  was  employed  by  the  former  go- 
vemment  in  the  department  of  Ponts  et  Chauss^s ;  but  I  could  not  obtain 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Van  Hoeren,  who  is  at  the  head  of  these  branches  of 
the  service,  although  I  sent  to  his  house  repeatedly,  and  was  detained  one 
night  at  Ghent  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing  him,  and  I  learned  that  he 
quitted  his  house  early  in  the  morning,  apparently  to  avoid  an  interview. 

In  closing  this  long  Report  I  hope  I  may  be  excused  in  noticing  that  I 
have  received  every  assistance  from  Lieut-Colonel  Smith  and  Lieut- Colonel 
Pasley ;  but  the  latter  has  been  with  me  the  whole  time,  and  I  am  therefore 
the  more  indebted  to  him  for  his  exertions  and  intelligence. 

S.  R.  Chapman. 
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To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh,  r  775  i 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  2nd  Sept.,  1814. 

I  send  you  some  despatches  from  Spain.  Mr.  Clarkson  told 
me  this  morning  that  he  understood  from  some  persons  connected 
with  the  government,  that  if  Great  Britain  would  give  such  a 
proof  of  disinterestedness  in  desiring  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade  as  to  sacrifice  a  colony  in  the  West  Indies  as  a  compen- 
sation to  France  for  what  she  might  gain  by  carrying  on  the 
slave-trade  for  the  next  five  years,  the  French  government 
would  consent  to  the  immediate  abolition. 

Considering  the  mode  in  which  St.  Lucia  came  to  remain  in 
our  possession,  I  don't  believe  the  King  and  Talleyrand  can 
entertain  such  a  notion,  and  I  confide  in  what  they  have  said 
to  you  and  to  me. 

However,  I'll  inquire  into  the  matter  and  let  you  know  the 
result.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  informed  Lord  Liverpool  of 
this  notion,  and  have  desired  him  to  let  me  know  what  he 
feels  about  such  a  sacrifice  to  obtain  immediate  abolition  by 
France. 

The  government  were  beat  last  night  by  a  majority  of  76 
against  55  in  the  House  of  Peers  on  the  preamble  of  the  Press 
Law.  The  majority  admitted  the  necessity  of  the  law,  but  con- 
tended that,  although  necessary,  it  was  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  the  declaration  of  the  "preamble  was  contrary  to 
the  truth.  On  one  of  the  clauses  the  government  had  a  ma- 
jority of  one  only,  66  to  65. 

It  is  expected  that  the  financial  scheme  will  be  thrown  out 
of  the  Lower  House. 

Count  Munster  went  on  this  evening  to  Vienna.  He  is  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  communication  he  has  had  with  the 

government  here. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellxngton. 


I7te  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  tlie  Duke  of  WeUingUm. 

My  dear  Duke,  Fife  Hoiwe,  2iid  Sept.,  1814. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  and  am  happy 
to  find  that  your  reception  at  Paria  has  been  so  satisfactory. 

Castlerea^  had  only  time  to  write  before  he  left  Paria  oxi  \.Vi^  fc^sassnRwsjL 
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question.  He  has  promised  to  make  his  report  on  other  points  by  a  mes- 
senger he  will  despatch  upon  the  road. 

I  am  pleased,  however,  upon  the  whole,  with  the  accoimt  Sir  Charles 
Stuart  gives  of  his  conversation  with  Talleyrand  in  his  Number  126.  Upon 
the  point  of  the  Sardinian  succession  it  is  impossible  not  to  concur  with 
the  French  government.  Our  ideas  likewise  very  much  agree  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Poland ;  and  I  feel  as  much  anxiety  as  he  has  expressed  for  the 
removal  of  Murat  from  Naples,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  a  war ;  but 
the  more  I  have  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that 
for  all  our  interests,  but  especially  for  those  of  France,  every  efifort  must 
be  made  to  prevent  the  sword  being  drawn  in  Europe,  under  any  pretence, 
for  a  few  years  to  come.  I  should  hope,  however,  that  the  defect  of 
Murat's  title  to  the  throne  of  Naples  may  induce  him  to  accept  of  a  com- 
promise, particularly  when  he  finds  that  the  King  of  Sicily  will  consent  to 
receive  no  indemnity  for  the  crown  of  Naples ;  that  the  Kings  of  France 
and  Spain  will  not  acknowledge  him ;  and  that  he  may  have  the  pledged 
fiEiith  of  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  for  the  alternative  proposed  to  him. 

Upon  the  subject  of  Austria  and  Prussia,  one  must  always  expect  a 
degree  of  jealousy  on  the  part  of  every  French  government.  It  is  quite 
essential,  however,  to  any  balance  of  power,  that  these  two  monarchies 
should  be  made  respectable.  The  principle  recognised  in  the  early  part  of 
this  year,  that  Austria  should  have  a  population  in  the  whole  of  about 
27,000,000  of  souls,  and  Prussia  one  of  about  11,000,000,  appears  to  be 
quite  reasonable,  and  ought  to  give  no  umbrage  to  France,  particularly 
when  the  extent  and  advantages  of  the  French  empire  are  considered  on 
the  one  hand,  and  those  of  the  Russian  empire  on  the  other. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  Germanic  Constitution,  that  may,  I 
think,  be  fairly  left  to  the  German  Powers.  It  must  be  the  interest  both 
of  Prussia  and  Austria,  when  their  limits  are  once  defined,  that  neither 
should  encroach  upon  tiie  subordinate  states ;  and  France  and  Russia  will 
always  be  sufficiently  powerful  to  prevent  any  projects  of  partition  on  the 
part  of  the  preponderating  German  Powers.  I  see  no  serious  diflSculty, 
therefore,  in  an  amicable  arrangement  of  all  these  questions ;  and  I  should 
feel  very  much  disposed  to  act  with  perfect  frankness  towards  the  French 
government  upon  all  of  them. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  turn  which  affairs  have  taken  in  Norway.  I 
am  quite  sure  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  our  policy  was  ri^t  on 
this  question  ;  but  yet  I  felt  events  might  take  a  course  which  would  make 
it  the  most  awkward  and  embarrassing  of  any  in  our  European  politics. 
The  union  of  Norway  and  Sweden  will,  I  hope,  now  take  place  without  any 
further  effusion  of  blood  ;  but  at  all  events  the  abdication  of  Prince  Chris- 
tian, the  surrender  of  the  fortresses,  and  the  negotiation  which  the  Swedish 
government  have  opened  with  the  Norwegian  Diet,  relieve  us  from  any 
further  difficulty  in  the  business.  We  may  possibly  be  called  in  as  medi- 
ators, but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  we  should  go  to  war  with  either 
party  if  they  cannot  now  agree. 

We  had  prepared  an  answer  to  the  note  of  the  American  Commissioners 
before  we  received  Castlereagh's  letter,  and  very  much  in  the  spirit  of  the 
memorandum  which  he  sent  us.  Copies  of  these  papers  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  you  in  a  few  days.    Our  Commissioners  had  certainly  taken  an 
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erroneous  view  of  the  line  to  be  adopted.  It  is  very  material  to  throw  the 
rupture  of  the  negotiation,  if  it  is  to  take  place,  upon  the  Americans,  and 
not  to  allow  them  to  say  that  we  have  brought  forward  points  as  ultimata 
which  were  only  brought  forward  for  discussion,  and  at  the  desire  of  the 
American  Commissioners  themselves. 

The  American  note  is  a  most  impudent  one,  and,  as  to  all  its  reasoning, 
capable  of  an  irresistible  answer,  which,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  pub- 
lish, will,  I  am  persuaded,  have  its  proper  effect  in  America. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  much  chance  of  the  negotiation  proceeding  at  pre- 
sent, but  I  incline  to  think  that  after  the  answer  we  have  now  sent,  the 
American  Commissioners  will  refer  to  their  government  for  further  instruc- 
tions :  in  this,  however,  I  may  be  mistaken. 

We  shall  anxiously  await  the  progress  of  your  negotiation  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade.  I  had  a  letter  from  Wilberforce  yesterday,  which 
proves  to  me  that  the  Abolitionists  in  this  country  will  press  the  question 
in  every  possible  shape.  We  must  do  therefore  all  we  can,  and  at  least  be 
able  to  show  that  no  efforts  have  been  omitted  on  our  part  to  give  effect  to 
the  addresses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Believe  me  to  bo,  with  great  truth,  my  dear  Duke, 

Yours  most  faithfully, 

Liverpool. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  CasUereagh, 

Mt  dear  Castlereaoh,  Fife  House,  2iid  Sept,  1814. 

I  wish  you  joy  of  the  termination  of  our  difficulties  as  to  Norway.  I  say 
termination,  because  as  far  as  we  are  concerned  I  consider  them  as  termi- 
nated. I  sincerely  hope  and  believe  that  the  assembly  of  the  Diet  at 
Christiania  will  lead  to  the  peaceable  union  of  Norway  to  Sweden ;  but 
whether  it  does  or  not,  we  have  fulfilled  our  engagements  by  continuing 
the  blockade  until  Prince  Christian  had  abdicated,  until  the  Norwegian 
fortresses  were  in  possession  of  the  Swedish  troops,  and  the  government  of 
Sweden  brought  fairly  into  communication  with  the  Diet  on  the  subject  of 
their  connection  with  Sweden,  and  with  relation  to  their  internal  govern- 
ment. We  not  only  have  not  guaranteed  Norway  to  Sweden,  but  we  de- 
clined doing  so;  and  nothing  can  now  prevent  the  union  of  the  two 
countries  but  disputes  upon  internal  points  between  themselves. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  that  it  will  be  very  desirable  that  nothing  should 
be  said  at  present  as  to  this  being  our  view  of  the  question.  It  could  an- 
swer no  purpose.  It  might  stimulate  the  party  in  Norway  who  are  hostile 
to  the  union  with  Sweden  to  resistance,  and  preclude  the  advantage  of  any 
eventual  mediation  on  our  part. 

I  thought  it  might  be  material,  however,  that  you  should  know  my 
feelings  on  this  subject,  which  are  completely  conformable  to  the  line  of 
argument  which  I  adopted  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  last  Session  when 
the  question  of  Norway  was  under  discussion. 

Though  our  policy  respecting  the  union  of  Norway  to  Sweden  has  always 
appeared  to  me  to  be  right,  I  confess  I  felt  for  some  time  that  the  question 
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was  the  most  awkward  and  embarrassing  of  any  in  oar  European  politics. 
I  wish  we  may  be  able  to  get  over  the  question  of  Naples  as  well.  I  shall 
be  anxious  to  hear  what  passed  between  the  King  of  France  and  yourself 
on  this  point,  as  it  appears  by  one  of  Sir  Charles  Stuart^s  last  despatches 
that  it  was  one  of  the  subjects  on  which  His  Majesty  was  desirous  of  having 
a  personal  communication  with  you. 

Liverpool. 


The  Earl  <^  Liverpool  to  Viaeount  Castlereagh, 

My  DEAB  Cabtlebeagh,  Fife  Hoom,  2nd  Sept,  1814. 

Before  we  received  your  letters  from  Paris  of  the  28th  ult,  the  Cabinet 
had  considered  the  despatches  and  notes  sent  from  Ghent,  and  had  approved 
of  the  general  outline  of  an  answer. 

We  have  had  great  satisfaction  in  observing,  this  morning,  that  it  cor- 
responds very  much  with  the  substance  of  the  memorandum  drawn  up 
by  Cooke.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  send  it  to  Ghent  this  evening,  and  a 
copy  of  it  shall  be  transmitted  to  you  by  the  messenger  who  goes  to-morrow, 
or  by  the  one  of  next  week. 

Our  Commissioners  had  certainly  taken  a  very  erroneous  view  of  our 
policy.  If  the  negotiation  had  b^n  allowed  to  break  off  upon  the  two 
notes  already  presented,  or  upon  such  an  answer  as  they  were  disposed  to 
return,  I  am  satisfied  the  war  would  have  become  quite  popular  in  America. 
I  was  the  more  surprised  at  this  circumstance  as  I  never  read  a  paper  more 
easy  to  answer,  as  to  its  reasoning,  than  the  paper  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners ;  and  I  think  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  rupture  of 
the  negotiation,  if  it  is  to  take  place,  should  be  thrown  upon  the  American 
Commissioners,  and  not  upon  us. 

Supposing  our  original  policy  to  be  right,  I  do  not  think  you  will  consider 
us  as  over-tenacious  upon  any  of  the  points  brought  forward  in  our  former 
note. 

If  the  campaign  in  Canada  should  be  as  successful  as  our  military  pre- 
parations would  lead  us  to  expect,  I  do  not  think  we  should  be  justified  in 
conceding  more  at  present  than  we  have  done,  especially  after  the  demands 
abeady  made.  We  have  avoided  as  much  as  possible  committing  our- 
selves on  anything  which  is  likely  to  create  embarrassment  hereafter ;  and 
our  reasoning  on  the  subject  of  the  avowed  intentions  of  the  American 
government  to  conquer  and  annex  Canada  can  hardly  fail  to  make  a  con- 
siderable impression  on  the  reasonable  people  in  the  United  States. 

We  cannot  expect  that  the  n^otiation  will  proceed  at  present,  but  I 
think  it  not  unlikely,  after  our  note  has  been  delivered  in,  that  the  Ameri- 
can Commissioners  will  propose  to  refer  the  subject  to  their  government. 
In  that  case  the  negotiation  may  be  adjourned  till  the  answer  is  received, 
and  we  shall  know  the  result  of  the  campaign  before  it  can  be  resumed. 

If  our  commander  does  his  duty,  I  am  persuaded  we  shall  have  acquired 
by  our  arms  every  point  on  the  Canadian  frontier  which  we  ought  to  insist 
on  keeping. 

LlYEBPOOL. 
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7%e  Right  Hon,  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  to  Field  Marshal  the  Dukt  of 

Wellington, 

Mt  Lobb,  Madrid,  2iid  Sept.,  1814. 

Having  received  instructions  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to  propose  to  the 
Spanish  government  that  an  explanation  should  be  given  to  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  avowedly  by  common  consent,  of  the  nature  of  the 
alliance  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  particularly  of  the  tenor  of 
the  article  relative  to  the  non-renewal  of  the  Family  Compact,  I  mentioned 
the  subject  to  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos,  and  found  him  fully  disposed  to  give 
publicity  to  the  Article  in  question ;  and  indeed  he  appeared  to  consider 
this  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  afford  a  pledge  to  the  Spanish  nation  of  the 
King's  determination  to  avoid  any  connection  with  France. 

Your  Ghuce  will  therefore  perceive  that  the  Article  now  stands  as  a 
separate  Article ;  and  it  will  of  course  be  published  with  the  rest  of  the 
Treaty. 

I  have  troubled  your  Grace  with  this  letter  in  consequence  of  Lord 
Castlereagh  having  desired  that  you  should  be  apprised  of  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Spanish  government,  in  order  that  you  might  hold  such  lan- 
guage upon  the  subject  to  the  government  of  France  as  might  appear  to  you 

to  be  advisable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  Wellesley. 

[Enclosure.] 

Separate  Article. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  engages  not  to  enter  into  any  treaty  or  engagement 
with  France  of  the  nature  of  that  known  under  the  denomination  of  the 
Family  Compact,  nor  any  other  which  may  affect  the  independence  of  Spain, 
which  may  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  or  may  be 
contrary  to  the  strict  alliance  which  is  stipulated  by  the  present  treaty. 

Signed  at  Madrid,  July  5th,  1814. 

H.  Wellesley. 

DuKi  OF  San  Carlos. 


ITie  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of 

Wellington. 

My  dear  Arthxtr,  Madrid,  2nd  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  little  or  nothing  to  add  to  my  despatches,  which  are  left  open  for 
your  perusal.  Have  the  goodness  to  forward  the  duplicate  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh. You  will  see  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  con- 
cession with  regard  to  the  slave  trade,  notwithstanding  the  great  want  of 
money  here,  and  the  liberal  offers  of  the  British  government,  of  which  San 
Carlos  would  willingly  have  availed  himself,  but  has  not  influence  or  firm- 
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ness  enough  to  resist  the  powerful  mierest  in  favour  of  a  continuance  of 
this  traffic,  which  after  all,  I  believe,  amounts  to  little  or  nothing  in  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards ;  and  if  my  information  be  correct,  which  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt,  httle  more  would  be  required  than  to  enforce  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  Article  as  it  now  stands. 

If  you  approve  the  Article  relative  to  commerce,  I  shall  be  glad  if  you 
will  say  so  to  Lord  Liverpool ;  for  now  that  Lord  Castlereagh  is  absent,  I 
believe  that  I  have  but  few  friends  in  the  government. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Treaty,  as  it  now  stands,  is  as  good  a  one  as  we 
could  possibly  have  with  Spain :  perhaps,  indeed,  it  is  too  favourable  to  us. 

I  understand  that  the  Military  Junta  are  likely  to  be  disgraced.  Palafox 
is  to  go  to  Arragon  in  a  day  or  two. 

There  is  much  speculation  and  intrigue  about  the  King's  marriage.  I 
am  assured  that  the  Infant  Don  Carlos  has  almost  engaged  himself  to 
marry  a  Princess  of  Portugal,  and  a  powerful  interest  is  making  to  prevail 
upon  the  King  to  marry  another.  Those  who  are  anxious  to  keep  him  out 
of  the  hands  of  priests,  wish  him  to  connect  himself  by  marriage  with 
Russia ;  but  I  should  doubt  whether  this  would  quite  suit  us.  I  should 
like  to  know  your  sentiments  upon  this  subject.  I  have  not  heard  anything 
mentioned  of  a  connection  with  Austria. 

As  soon  as  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  are  exchanged,  I  shall  think  of 
availing  myself  of  my  leave  of  absence. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

H.  Wellesley. 

1  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  tell  you  something  satisfactory  about  your 
pictures. 


TT.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Foreign  Office,  2nd  Sept,  1814. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  respecting  the 
Borghese  palace,  the  details  of  which,  and  your  proposal  respecting  furni- 
ture, repairs,  &c.,  are  perfectly  approved  by  Lord  Liverpool. 

He  only  objects  to  the  amount  of  the  rent  to  be  deducted  from  the  Am- 
bassador's salary:  though  not  perhaps  inconvenient  to  you,  he  thinks 
20002.  per  annum  more  than  it  would  be  right  to  deduct  as  a  general  rule, 
and  he  therefore  proposes  to  reduce  it  to  some  inferior  sum,  which  he  will 
settle  at  the  Treasury,  and  your  banker  shall  be  advised  of  the  same. 

The  despatch  sent  by  this  mail.  No.  7,  contains  the  original  and  official 
copy  of  the  Regent's  letter  to  the  King  of  France,  which  you  requested  me 
to  explain. 

Mr.  Halfhide,  the  engraver,  begs  to  excuse  himself  for  not  being  able  to 
send  the  passports  this  week,  but  he  promises  them  faithfully  for  Tuesday 
next.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Charles  Stuart  might  leave  you  some  with  his 
signature. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Ijord,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Hamilton. 
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H.  Ooulbum,  E$q.y  to  Earl  Bathurat.  m 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Ghent,  2nd  Sept,  1814. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  3l8t,  and  have  much  satis- 
faction in  thinking  that  you  must  have  been  relieved  from  all  anxiety  as  to 
the  nature  of  our  answer  to  the  American  Commissioners  before  this  note 
can  reach  you,  as  Lord  Castlereagh  forwarded  our  rough  projet  of  an  answer 
from  Paris  to  you.  We  have  some  days  since  informed  the  Americans  that 
we  had  deemed  it  necessary  to  refer  our  answer  to  the  government  previous 
to  sending  it  to  them ;  and  although  they  pressed  for  the  earliest  possible 
answer,  yet  they  had  nothing  to  say  to  this  communication.  Some  one  or 
other  of  them  have  called  daily  since  to  know  if  we  had  got  an  answer. 
Indeed,  their  only  anxiety  appears  to  be  to  get  back  to  America.  When- 
ever we  meet  them  they  always  enter  into  unofficial  discussions,  much  of 
the  same  nature  as  the  conversation  with  which  Mr.  Bayard  indulged  me ; 
but  we  have  given  no  encouragement  to  such  conversations,  thinking  that 
they  are  liable  to  much  misrepresentation,  and  cannot  lead  to  any  good 
purpose.  All  that  I  think  I  have  learnt  from  them  is  this :  that  Mr.  Adams 
is  a  very  bad  arguer,  and  that  the  Federalists  are  quite  as  inveterate 
enemies  to  us  as  the  Madisonians.  Those  who  know  anything  of  America 
or  Americans  probably  knew  this  before. 

We  await  with  some  anxiety  your  note. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

Yours  ever  most  truly, 

H.  GOULBURN. 


The  Prince  de  BSrUvent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Paris,  ce  3  Sept.,  1814. 

Le  Prince  de  B^n^vent  a  Thonneur  d'adresser  k  Son  Excellence  Lord  Due 
Wellington  la  copie  de  la  r^ponse  du  Roi  k  la  lettre  que  le  Prince  Regent 
d'Angleterre  avait  ^crite  k  Sa  Majesty  sous  la  date  du  9  du  mois  pass^,  et 
qui  lui  avait  4i6  remise  par  Son  Excellence.  II  prie  Lord  Due  Wellington 
de  faire  parvenir  k  Son  Altesse  Royale  la  r^ponse  de  S.M.,  et  d'agr^er  les 
assurances  r^it^r^  de  sa  haute  consideration. 

[Enclosure.] 

The  King  of  France  to  the  Prince  Regent. 
Monsieur  mon  Fbere,  Paris,  2  Sept.,  1814. 

Le  Due  de  Wellington  m'a  remis  la  lettre  par  laquello  vous  m'engagez  k 
joihdre  mes  efforts  aux  vdtres  pour  h&ter  le  moment  de  I'abolition  totale  de  la 
traite  des  n^gres.  J*ai  pris  aussi  connaissance  des  di£f(^renteB  pieces  qui  se 
rapportent  au  mdme  objet,  et  qui  il  ^tait  charg€  de  me  communiquer.  Vous 
rendez  justice  aux  sentimens  de  mon  coeur  en  me  croyant  dispose  k  adopter 
toutes  les  mesures  propres  k  assurer  le  repos  et  le  bonheur  de  Pesp^e  humaine, 
et  en  particulier  k  concourir  k  Textinction  d'un  commerce  qui  la  fle'trit ;  et 
c'est  surtout  lorsqu'il  s'agit  de  me  concerter  aveo  vous  pour  atteindre  un  but 
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auBsi  Balntaire  que  vous  me  trouverez  tonjours  empress^  do  vous  seconder. 
Assart  comme  yoob  Tdtcs  d^k  que  d'accord  avec  vous  sur  le  principe  je  n'ai 
dft  mettre  un  delai  li  rabolition  finale  ot  abeolne  do  la  traite  des  noira  en  ce 
qui  oonceme  la  France  que  pour  pr^venir  Teffet  de  cette  mcsuro  comme  subite, 
youB  pouvez  I'dtre  encore  que  pendant  ce  delai  m6me  la  traite  n'aura  lieu  que 
80UB  des  restrictions  graduelles  que  soit  dans  nos  colonies,  soit  dans  cctto 
partie  de  la  c6t^  d'Afrique  oil  Ton  est  d4}k  parvenu  k  y  substituor  un  com- 
merce d'une  autre  et  meilleure  nature,  je  porteroi  mes  soins  k  la  d^courager ; 
et  que  les  moyens  dont  je  m'ooeupe  pour  panrenir  k  la  fin  que  nous  nous  pro- 
posons  vous  en  offriront  sous  peu  la  preuve  la  plus  convaincanto.  Enfin,  re- 
gardant comme  celui  de  Thumanit^  entibre  I'honorable  intdrdt  que  vous  et 
yotre  nation  prenez  k  raccomplissement  de  oetto  noble  entreprise,  je  me 
trouverai  heureux  de  pouvoir  dans  cette  occasion  vous  donner  un  nouveau 
t^oignage  de  Tinalt^rable  amiti^  et  de  la  parfaite  estime  avec  Icsquelles  je 
suis,  Monsieur  mon  frbre, 

Votre  bon  frbre, 

Louis. 


[776.] 


To  the  Prince  de  B^hent, 


X  Paris,  le  8me  Sept.,  1814. 

Le  Due  de  Welliogton  a  rhonneur  d'accuser  la  reception  de 
la  note  de  son  Altesse  le  Prince  de  Benerent  dans  laquelle  son 
Altesse  ltd  envoya  une  lettre  de  Sa  Majeste  au  Prince  Regent, 
et  la  copie,  qu*il  enverra  de  suite  en  Angleterre. 

U  reitere  les  assurances  de  sa  haute  consideration. 

Wellington. 


[  777.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 


• 


My  Lord,  Paris.  4th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  of  encloang  a  letter  from  His  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  to  the  Prince  Regent  on  the  subject  of  the  slave 
trade,  with  a  copy  of  it  which  I  received  last  night  from  the 
Prince  de  Ben^vent 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


CLAIMS   OF   MADAME    DE   6TAEL   ON  THE   FRENCH 

GOVERNMENT. 

Sept.,  1814. 

Madame  la  Baronne  de  Stael  reclame  PapplicatioD  au  payement  de  la 
cr<Sance  de  Monsieur  Necker  de  Tarticle  22  du  traits  de  paix  qui  vient 
d'etre  oonclu  k  Paris,  ainsi  con9u : — "  Le  gouvememont  Fran^ais  restcra 
charg^,  do  son  cdt6,  du  remboursement  de  toutes  les  sommes  vers^  par 
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les  snjets  des  pays  ci-dessns  mentionn^s  (les  pays  qui  cessent  d*appartenir 
k  la  France)  dans  les  caisses  Fran9aises,  soit  a  titre  de  cautionnements,  de 
d^pdts,  on  de  consignations.  De  m§me,  les  sujets  Fran9ai8,  serviteurs  des 
dits  pays,  qui  ont  vers^  des  sommes  k  litres  de  cautionnements,  ddpdts, 
ou  consignations,  dans  leurs  tr^rs  respectifs,  seront  fidMement  rem- 
bourses." 

La  Suisse,  et  nomm^ent  la  R^publique  de  Geneve,  sont  au  nombre  des 
Allies  dont  les  puissances  contractantes  ont  stipuM  les  int^rets  par  le 
traits  de  paix  du  30  Mai  dernier,  puisque  le  paragraphe  7  de  Particle  10 
determine  ce  qui  restera  k  Geneve  de  son  ancien  territoire  et  ce  qui  en 
restera  k  la  France :  la  R^publique  de  Geneve  y  est  d^lar^  faire  partie  de 
la  Suisse. 

Ainsi  les  Suisses  et  les  Gcn^vois  font  partie  des  sujets  des  pays  men- 
tionn^s  au  dit  trait6,  vis-k-vis  desquels,  suivant  Texpression  litt^rale  des 
articles  19  et  22  de  ce  traits,  le  gouvemement  Fran^ais  reste  cbarg^  du 
remboursement  de  toutes  les  sommes  par  eux  vers^  dans  les  caisses  Fran- 
daises  k  titre  de  cautionnements,  de  consignations,  ou  d^pdts,  et  de  toutes 
les  sommes  qui  se  trouveroient  ddea  en  vertu  de  contrats  ou  engagements 
formels  passes  entre  des  individus  et  les  autorit^  Francises  k  raison 
d'obligations  Mgales. 

Madame  la  Baronne  de  Stael,  h^riti^re  de  Monsieur  Necker  do  Geneve, 
supplie  le  gouvemement  Fran^ais  de  vouloir  bien,  aux  termes  du  traits 
de  paix  du  30  Mai  dernier,  faire  liquider  en  principal  et  int^rdts  les  deux 
millions  restans  diis  de  2,400,000  d^pos^s  en  1778  au  Tr6sor  Royal  par 
Monsieur  Necker  centre  une  promesse  sign^  de  la  main  du  Roi  de  lui 
restituer  cette  somme  aussitot  qu*il  la  d^ireroit. 

[Enclosure.] 
Note  8ur  le  Depot  fait  par  M,  Necker  dans  le  Trisor  Royal, 

En  1778  M.  Necker,  Directeur-G^ndral  des  Finances,  d^posa  dans  le  Ti^sor 
Boyal  deux  millions  quatre  cent  mille  livres,  contre  une  reconnoissance  sign^e 
de  la  main  du  Roi,  avec  promesse  de  restituer  cette  somme  k  M.  Necker  aua- 
sitdt  qu'il  la  desireroit.  A  cette  ^poque,  oil  la  guerre  venoit  d*cclator  entre  la 
France  et  I'Anglcterre,  les  circonstances  for^oient  I'Etat  k  accorder  k  ses 
cr^emciers  un  taux  d'intt^r^ts  fort  ^lev^ ;  toutefols  M.  Necker,  qui  vouloit  sub- 
yenir  autant  que  sa  fortune  le  lui  permettoit  aux  embarras  du  Tresor  Royal,  et 
donner  I'exemple  d'une  confiance  qui  seule  pouvoit  r^tablir  le  cr^it,  se  con- 
tenta  de  5  pour  cent  pour  I'int^r^t  de  sa  cr^anoe. 

En  1781  il  sortit  du  Minist^re,  apr^  avoir  servi  le  Roi  pendant  cinq  ann^os, 
en  persistant  (chose  dont  il  n*y  avoit  pas  encore  eu  d'exemple)  k  refuser  les 
appointements  de  sa  charge,  qui  se  montoient  alors  k  cent  mille  <k3us  par  an. 
8i  dans  ce  moment  M.  Necker  eut  retir^  son  d(^p6t,  conune  ses  amis  Ty  in- 
vitoient,  Tcxemplo  de  defiance  qu'il  auroit  donn^  eut  pu  Stre  nuisible  au  crMit 
de  TEtat.  Ce  motif  d^termina  M.  Necker  k  laisser  son  ddpot  au  Tresor  Royal 
jusqu'au  moment  oil  il  rentra  au  Minist^re  au  mois  d*Ao(it,  1788. 

Une  grande  disette  de  bled  mena^oit  la  France,  et  donnoit  lieu  aux  int^r^ts 
qui  ont  commence  la  Revolution.  M.  Necker  fit  venir  des  bleds  de  tous  les 
pays  de  I'Europe.  MM.  Hope,  d'Amsterdam,  auxquols  il  s'adressa  sp^iale- 
ment  pour  rapprovisionnement  de  Paris,  lui  d^lar^rent  qu'ils  ne  feroient  les 
chargements  de  bleds  qu'il  leur  demandoit  qu 'autant  qu'il  leur  donnst^i^.  ^»k 
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garantie  personnelle  poor  cot  o£fot.  n  leur  ofiHt  lai-mdmo  ses  deux  niillions 
pour  oottti  garuntie ;  et  lorequ'il  fat  exiM,  pen  de  mois  apr^s,  craignant  quit 
cette  nouvelle  MM.  Hope  no  suspendisaent  leurs  envois,  il  lour  rdcrivit  de 
Bnixelles  pour  leur  conflrmer  sa  caution.  Les  historiens  du  terns  ont  releve 
ce  trait  de  g^drosit^,  qui  mdrite  en  cffet  d'etre  citd,  et  qui  donne  a  la  craince 
de  M.  Necker  un  caract^  encore  plus  sacr^. 

Au  mois  de  Septembre,  1790,  M.  Necker  se  dcitermina  k  quitter  le  Minist^re, 
apr^  avoir  de  nouveau  servi  le  Roi  pendant  deux  ans  sans  aucune  esp^ce 
d*6nolumentB. 

Mais  comme  ses  comptes  n'dtoient  pas  apurds,  et  que  rAsscmblde  Gonsti- 
tnante  etoit  fort  severe  k  cet  dgard  envers  les  Ministres  du  Roi,  M.  Necker  lui 
^rivit  en  partant  une  lettre,  imprimde  dans  le  Moniteur  d'alors,  pour  lui  an- 
noncer  qu'il  laissoit  son  ddpot  en  gage  (jusquli  ce  que  Texamen  de  ses  comptes 
fdt  terming),  n  so  contcnta  de  rctirer  400,000  livres,  ce  qui  r^uisit  la  somme 
k  deux  millions. 

Le  Tt^aoT  public  oontinuoit  k  payer  k  M.  Necker  100,000  livres  d'intdrets 
par  ann^.  Lorsque  le  proo^  du  Roi  eut  lieu,  alors  M.  Necker  publia  une  ddfense 
de  cot  auguste  Prince,  qu*on  ne  pout  lire  encore  sans  une  profonde  dmotion. 
Ello  irrita  la  Convention,  qui,  au  mois  de  Janvier,  1793  (^poque  de  la  mort  du 
Roi),  fit  s^uestrcr  les  int^ts  dtts  k  M.  Necker,  sous  prdtexte  d'dmigp^tion. 
M.  Nocker  r^lama  contre  ce  s^uestre,  et  le  Comity  des  Finances  de  la  Con- 
vention lui  m6me  fit  un  rapport  pour  quo  le  sequcstro  fut  lev6,  maia  les 
Jacobins  s'y  oppos^ent.  Les  debats  peuvent  se  lire  dans  le  Moniteur  du  mois 
de  Juillet,  1793. 

Lorsque  Gten^ve  fut  rdunie  k  la  France  M.  Necker  fut  rayd  de  la  liste  des 
dnigr^  et  le  Directoire  lui  offrit  de  lui  payer  le  capital  do  son  ddpot.  Mais 
comme  parmi  les  propositions  qui  lui  furent  faitos,  il  y  avoit  d'etre  payd  en 
biens  nationaux,  M.  Necker  aima  mieux  convenir  que  ce  ddp6t  ne  seroit 
acquittd  qu'k  la  paix,  no  voulant  ni  Hre  remboursd  avec  dos  non-valours  telles 
qu'dtoient  alors  les  fonds  publics  ni  accepter  des  biens  nationaux. 

Sous  le  Consulat  du  Glendral  Buonaparte,  le  Comte  Barbd  de  Marbois,  alors 
Ministre  des  Finances,  ofirit  encore  k  M.  Necker  son  romboursement  avoc  les 
int^ts  arribres.  Pendant  quo  cette  ndgociation  avoit  lieu,  M.  Necker  publia 
un  livre  contre  la  constitution  du  Consulat,  qui  irrita  vivemont  le  Gdn^ml 
Buonaparte.  D'un  autre  c6t^  Topposition  de  Madame  de  Stael,  quo  ce  Gt^neral 
essaya  de  vaincre  plusieurs  fois  par  diverses  oflfres,  acheva  de  le  flSUiher ;  et 
lorsque,  aprbs  la  mort  de  M.  Necker,  Madame  do  Stael  reclama  la  dette  de  son 
pbre  au  nom  de  Tint^t  de  ses  eufSekuts,  M.  de  Fermond  lui  repondit  que  ea 
erSance  4Unt  sana  doute  Mcrie,  maU  qu'U  ne  pouvoit  Hen  /aire  sans  Vordre  de 
VEmpereur, 

Tel  est  le  r^it  des  circonstances  de  la  cr^nce  de  M.  Nocker.  Ello  a  fait 
taut  de  bruit  en  Europe  et  en  France  qu'on  en  parle  uomm^ent  dans  This- 
toiro  du  18mo  siecle.  Yingt  et  une  annees  do  s^uestre  des  intdr^ts  ont  plus 
que  double  la  somme  primitive.  La  gdndrosite  du  Roi  pent  seule  dilcider  ce 
qui  doit  dtre  statud  k  regard  de  cos  intdr^ts.  Mais  un  motif  auquel  la  bontd 
de  Sa  Majesty  ne  sauroit  dtre  dtrangbro,  c'est  que  la  pors^ution  dont  Madame 
de  Stael  a  dtd  Tobjct  Tayaut  oblige  k  ddnaturer  sa  fortune  pour  se  sauver, 
cette  operation  lui  a  fait  subir  des  pertes  assez  considdrablcs  pour  qu'elle  soit 
entibrement  priv^  dans  ce  moment  du  capital  n^essaire  k  I'dtablissement  de 
BOB  enfants.  Madame  de  Stael  sait  que  sa  demande  est  dminemment  juste,  mais 
sa  reconnoissance  n*en  sera  pas  moins  grande  si  Sa  Majestd  daigne  y  £tre 
fkvorable. 

N.  DE  Stael  Holstein. 
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H,  Ooulburn,  Esq.,  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

Mt  DBAB  Lobd,  Ghent,  5th  Sept.,  1814. 

The  public  despatch  wbicli  accompanies  this  will  convey  the  note  which 
we  delivered  early  yesterday  morning  to  the  American  Commissioners.  You 
will  see  that  we  availed  ourselves  of  your  permission  to  make  some  altera- 
tions in  the  style,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  that  we  have  improperly 
exercised  the  discretion  with  which  you  had  entrusted  us.  The  substance 
of  the  note  has,  I  think,  undergone  no  change  ;  and  if  we  have  in  some 
parts  altered  the  language,  or  made  some  additions  to  the  argument,  we  have 
only  done  so  with  a  view  of  rendering  the  note  more  consistent  with  what 
had  been  before  expressed  by  us. 

I  confess  that  I  have  little  hopes  of  its  producing  any  change  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  American  plenipotentiaries.  Many  things  have,  ever  since 
the  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  shown  that  their  government  had 
no  real  intention  of  making  peace,  but  had  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  ne- 
gotiating with  the  sole  view  of  deriving  from  the  negotiation  some  means 
of  reconciling  the  people  of  America  to  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The 
Indian  boundary  appears  to  them  calculated  to  answer  this  object,  and  their 
desire  of  negotiating  is  therefore  at  an  end.  Lord  Clancarty  sent  us  on 
Sunday  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Crawford  to  Count  Hoogen- 
dorf,  which  affords  a  strong  confirmation  of  this  supposition,  which  it  will 
be  difficult  for  the  Americans  to  do  away.  It  is  dated  the  22nd  ult.,  and 
must  have  been  written  in  ignorance  of  what  our  final  propositions  for 
peace  might  be,  those  having  been  made  to  the  American  Commissioners 
only  on  the  19th.  Mr.  Crawford  must  have  been  acting  under  instructions 
from  his  government  dated  in  June  or  July  last,  and  they  must  have 
acquainted  him  that  the  negotiations  would  not  end  in  peace  ;  otherwise 
he  could  hardly  have  been  stirring  the  maritime  questions  which  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  state  themselves  to  be  instructed  not  to  insist 
upon,  and  pursuing  on  this  subject  a  line  of  conduct  so  hostile  to  Great 
Britain,  before  he  could  know  from  anything  that  had  passed  at  Ghent 
that  there  was  any  danger  of  the  negotiation  failing. 

I  am  much  disappointed  by  the  account  which  you  have  given  me  of  the 
amount  of  Lord  Hill's  force.  ITiough  a  small  force  might  gain  possession 
of  the  point  which  they  are  destined  to  occupy,  yet  it  will  be  difficult  for  a 
small  force  to  retain  it  under  the  disavantages  of  an  unhealthy  climate,  and 
a  constant  reduction  of  numbers  incident  to  its  defence  against  the  enemy. 
I  am  still  more  disappointed  by  the  account  of  Prevost's  indisposition  to 
attempt  anything.  It  appears  to  me,  as  it  has  always  done,  that  the  ascen- 
dency upon  the  Lakes  must  be  attained  by  military  operations  against  the 
land  side  of  the  enemy's  harbours.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  outbuild  the 
Americans,  whatever  exertions  we  may  make  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
our  fleets  ;  and  unless  Prevost  will  attempt  something  of  this  kind  while 
the  enemy's  troops  are  raw,  and  their  jwrts  not  completely  fortified,  Canada 
will  always  be  kept  in  a  state  of  anxiety,  although  the  chance  of  its  con- 
quest may  not  be  much  increased. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  the  cause  of  adding  a  shade  of  yellow  to 
Bunbury's  countenance.    I  had  a  note  from  him,  in  which  he  ap\jcai«d  tft 
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bear  my  continued  absence  with  much  philosophy.  I  hope  you  will  believe 
that  I  have  not  the  least  wish  to  leave  Ghent  a  moment  sooner  than  my 
presence  here  can  be  dispensed  with  without  inconvenience ;  and  I  only 
mentioned  my  wish  upon  the  subject  in  my  former  letter  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Americans  were  really  on  the  point  of  setting  out.  They 
gave  it  out  all  over  the  town  (previously  even  to  sending  their  note)  that 
the  negotiations  would  end  in  nothing,  and  I  have  never  met  them  any- 
where without  hearing  their  complaints  at  being  detained  here,  and  their 
wish  to  leave  the  place  on  the  Ist  of  October  at  the  latest.  Some  days  since 
they  gave  their  landlord  notice  that  they  meant  to  quit  their  house,  and 
two  of  their  private  secretaries  set  out  to  make  a  tour  in  England  before 
their  note  was  written,  one  of  whom  openly  stated  to  me  that  as  they 
were  on  the  point  of  returning  to  America,  he  wished,  first  of  all,  to  see 
London. 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  received  last  night  from  Mr.  Clay.  It  refers 
to  a  conversation  I  had  with  him  on  Sunday,  in  which  he  wished  to  know 
how  he,  on  his  return  to  America,  was  to  be  secured  from  capture  or  deten- 
tion by  our  cruisers.  My  promise  was  that  the  government  would  certainly 
do  what  was  necessary  to  protect  him ;  and  that  if  he  would  make  an  appli- 
cation, stating  what  he  wished,  I  would  forward  it  home  immediately.  I 
therefore  trouble  you  with  it,  and  request  that  you  will  do  what  you  consider 
proper,  and  communicate  the  result  to  us.  I  ought  to  add  that  the  ground  of 
his  requiring  a  passport  is  his  intention  of  returning  in  a  different  ship  from 
that  in  which  he  came.  The  ship  had  a  general  passport  to  bring  a  cargo  of 
plenipotentiaries  and  to  take  them  back  again,  but  the  individuals  onboard 

bad  no  passports. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

Ever  yours  most  £uthfully, 

HXNBY  GOULBUBN. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingtan. 

My  Lord,  Fox«ign  Office,  6th  Sept,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Grace,  for  your  information,  the 
copy  of  a  Memorial  left  at  this  office  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  Principal  of 
the  Scotch  Colleges  in  France,  stating  the  wish  of  those  persons  most  con- 
cerned in  the  prosperity  and  maintenance  of  these  establishments  respecting 
the  property  of  the  Scotch  Colleges  in  France. 

By  Sir  Charles  Stuart's  despatch  No.  40,  of  the  23rd  June,  there  was 
reason  to  expect  that  the  French  government  were  prepared  to  issue  a 
decree  for  the  restitution  of  the  property  of  all  the  English  and  Scotch 
Colleges  in  France  to  the  hands  in  which  it  was  vested  previous  to  the  Re- 
volution, or  to  their  successors.  But  in  a  subsequent  despatch.  No.  105, 
it  is  stated  that  the  decree  which  was  issued  continued  the  property  in  the 
same  hands  in  which  it  had  been  placed  by  the  Revolutionary  government, 
in  the  Roman  Catholics,  natives  of  Ireland ;  and  that  the  only  redress  to 
the  Scotch  contemplated  by  the  Abb^  de  Montesquieu  was  by  compelling 
the  Irish  to  surrender  the  property  so  conferred  on  them. 
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If  this  should  in  fact  be  the  only  alternative  left,  it  is  the  Prince  Regent's 
pleasure  that  your  Grace  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  urging  the 
subject  on  the  immediate  attention  of  the  government  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  that  the  decree  effecting  this  restitution  may  also  give  per- 
mission to  the  Scotch  proprietors  to  dispose  of  their  property  in  such  manner 
as  they  may  judge  expedient. 

Their  object  in  seeking  this  privilege  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  en- 
closed memorial,  but  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  bring  it  forward  until  the 
negotiation  is  further  advanced  ;  and  I  have  only  to  add  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Scotch  Roman  Catholics  has  for  many  years  been  so  perfectly  un- 
exceptionable as  to  make  them  highly  deserving  of  the  countenance  of  His 
Majesty's  government  for  the  attainment  of  their  present  object. 
I  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Bathubst. 

[Enclobure.] 

Memonal. 

Your  memoriaUst  begs  leave  to  represent  that  in  May,  1790,  an  official  note, 
in  &vour  of  the  Scotch  College  at  Paris,  was  presented  to  the  Count  de  Mont- 
morin«  Minister  to  Louis  XY I.  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  by  Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  France,  and  in  June,  same  year,  to  the  French 
National  Assembly,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Bordeaux,  tlien  Grarde  des  Soeaux, 
the  tenor  of  which  memorial  was  as  follows  : — 

"Le  soussigne,  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  pr^ 
S.M.  tr^s  Chr^tienne,  conform^ent  aux  ordres  de  sa  Cour,  a  I'honneur  de 
representor  li  M.  le  Comte  de  Montmorin  que  le  Collie  des  Ecossois  ^  Paris, 
fondd  premi^rement  en  1325  par  David,  Evgque  de  Murray,  en  Ecosse,  se- 
condement  en  1G03  par  Jaques  de  Bethemd,  Arch^veque  de  Glasgow,  au  mdme 
pays,  doit  absolumont  tout  ce  qu'il  poss^de  en  France  It  la  g^n^rosite  des  sujets 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  et  qu'en  cons^uence  les  d^rets  de  TAssembl^  Na- 
tionale  relatlfs  aux  biens  eccl^iastiques,  ou  de  mainmorte,  ne  pouvant  affecter 
ce  collie,  il  doit  rester  tel  qu'il  est. 

**  Si  des  circonstances  imp^rieuses  rendoient  impossible  Texistenee  de  cet 
^tablissement  sur  le  pied  actuel,  le  soussignd  a  ordre  de  demander  qu'il  soit 
permls  aux  administrateurs  actuels  d'en  vendre  les  biens  mobiliers  et  immo- 
biliers,  et  de  se  retirer  ailleurs  aveo  le  produit." 

Nothing  was  definitively  determined  by  the  French  government  as  to  one  or 
other  of  the  alternatives  specified  in  the  memorial.  The  demand  it  contained 
was  neither  acceded  to  nor  rejected. 

To  your  memorialist  it  seemed  inexpedient  in  the  then  existing  circmnstances 
to  insist  on  an  explicit  answer,  complying  with  or  refusing  in  plain  terms  what 
was  required. 

The  case  is  now  different ;  and  in  the  present  favourable  state  of  things  your 
memorialist  ardently  wishes  that,  dropping  entirely  the  first  alternative  in  the 
note  presented  by  Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald,  an  assent  to  the  second  be  insisted 
on  till  obtained. 

It  is  not  the  wish  of  your  memorialist  only,  it  is  also  the  wish  of  the  respect- 
able part  of  the  Scotch  Roman  Catholic  lai^.  The  Scotch  College  at  Paris 
was  founded  first  at  a  time  when  religious  differences  did  not  exist  vel^\^\»x^ 
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of  the  world,  and  tlio  first  founder  declares  expressly  in  the  Aot  of  Settlement 
that  it  is  intended  for  the  maintenance  only  of  students  in  "  belles  lettres  and 
philosophy.'* 

The  second  foundation,  though  it  took  place  when  these  differences  had 
come  to  a  great  height,  was  made  precisely  for  the  same  purposes  as  the  first. 

If  since  the  year  1688  students  in  divinity  have  been  admitted  to  share  in 
the  benefits  of  this  foundation,  they  have  not  been  admitted  exclusively,  nor 
even  preferably,  to  students  in  other  branches  of  learning,  as  is  the  case  in  every 
other  English,  Scotch,  or  Irish  seminary  of  education  in  foreign  countries. 
Students  in  divinity  have  been,  since  1688,  admissible  as  students  in  the  Scotch 
College  at  Paris,  but  not  exclusively  nor  even  preferably  admissible. 

For  this  reason  the  Scotch  Boman  Catholic  laity  have  always  regarded  the 
Scotch  College  at  Paris  with  a  peculiar  degree  of  favour,  as  being  an  institu- 
tion specially  established  for  tiietr  advantage,  and  are  anxious  it  should  be 
preserved  on  its  ancient  footing,  and  kept  separate  from  other  seminaries  of 
education  destined  for  purposes  totally  different. 

While  France  retained  its  old  monarchical  constitution,  while  learning 
flourished  there 'in  all  its  branches,  and  while  the  Scotch  Roman  Catholic 
penal  code  continued  with  all  its  severity,  no  place  seemed  better  fitted  than 
Paris  for  promoting  the  ends  for  which  llie  Scotch  College  was  founded. 

But  since  the  &tal  changes  occasioned  by  the  Revolution,  and  the  great 
decline  of  learning  of  every  species,  chemistry  excepted,  and  especially  of 
classical  learning,  or  the  knowledge  of  the  dead  languages,  Paris  or  any  place 
in  France  is  become  very  unfavourable  to  such  seminaries  as  the  Scotch  Col- 
lege ;  and  though  in  time,  and  imder  a  settled  government,  learning  may  revive 
in  France,  it  is  a  prevalent  opinion  in  Scotland  that  the  present  quiet  is  very 
precarious,  and  a  great  imwillingness  exists,  and  will  continue  to  exist,  among 
the  Scotch  Roman  Catholics  to  send  their  children  to  be  educated  in  a  country 
which  has  been  so  long  torn  by  factions,  and  of  which  the  return  is  seriously 
apprehended. 

The  daily  increasing  spirit  of  toleration  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  mild  for- 
bearance of  its  government  in  not  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  penal  statutes 
still  unrepealed,  point  out  therefore  to  the  Scotch  Roman  Catholic  laity  their 
own  country  as  the  only  proper  place  for  restoring  on  its  ancient  footing  a 
national  establishment  which  from  1325  .to  this  day,  a  period  of  nearly  500 
years,  has  produced  men  of  good  abilities  in  Church  and  State,  and  to  which, 
in  the  person  of  two  of  its  almnni,  the  Universities  of  St  Andrew  and  Aberdeen 
owe  their  existence. 

As  by  the  laws  of  all  Christian  countries  the  civil  power  has  a  -right  to  su- 
perintend colleges,  the  civil  power  in  Great  Britain  will  have  the  same  right  of 
superintendence  over  the  Scotch  College  now  at  Paris  when  settled  in  Scotland, 
and  to  this  right  of  superintendence  all  due  regard  must  be  paid  in  the  framing 
of  the  rules  by  which  it  is  to  be  governed,  so  as  to  answer  the  ends  of  the 
institution. 

The  reasons  above  assigned  as  inducing  the  Scotch  Roman  Catholic  laity 
to  wish  the  removal  of  the  College  from  France  to  Scotland  are  not  such  as 
may  be  assigned  to  the  French  government.  If  any  reason  is  to  be  assigned 
to  the  French  government  for  that  removal,  besides  the  will  and  good  plea- 
sure of  the  British  government,  it  must  be  tlie  desire  natural  to  every  govern- 
ment tliat  its  subjects  should  be  educated  under  its  eye,  and  habituated  from 
their  youthful  years  to  entertain  sentiments  of  respect  for  and  attachment  to 
tlie  laws  and  customs  of  a  country  which  gave  tliem  birth,  and  where  they 
are  to  spend  their  lives. 
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Tlie  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  CastlereagK 

Mt  dear  Gastlebeaoh,  Fife  HouBO,  7th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  send  you  enclosed  three  letters :  No.  1,  from  Mr.  Wilberforce  to  myself; 
No.  2,  from  Mr.  Clarkson  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester ;  and  No.  3,  from  the 
Duke  of  Wellington. 

I  send  you  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, which  so  fully  explains  the  opinion  of  such  members  of  the  govem- 
ment  as  were  in  town  on  the  subject  of  these  letters,  as  well  as  the  grounds 
on  which  that  opinion  has  been  founded,  that  I  should  be  only  unnecessarily 
taking  up  your  time  by  repeating  them. 

I  certainly  think  that  if  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  by 
France  could  be  purchased  by  the  cession  of  the  island  of  Trinidad,  and 
much  more  so  by  a  sum  of  money,  it  would  be  well  worth  the  price. 

The  reasons  why  that  island  has  been  selected  are  in  part  stated  in  the 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  you  will  recollect  that  it  was  the 
cession  which  upon  the  whole  we  thought  we  could  most  conveniently 
make  if  it  had  been  necessary  to  cede  any  British  colony  to  Sweden. 

I  have  the  less  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this  proposition,  in  consequence 
of  our  intention  of  retaining  Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice.  Important 
as  the  retention  of  these  colonies  may  be  to  us,  it  is  impossible  the  Conti- 
nental Powers  should  not  look  to  it  with  some  jealousy  and  distrust.  With 
such  a  mass  of  colonial  strength  and  power,  we  can  afford  some  sacrifice. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  French 
government  will  not  agree  to  an  arrangement  founded  on  either  of  the 
proposed  principles ;  but  I  conceive  some  advantage  will  arise  from  having 
shown  a  disposition  to  make  some  sacrifice  of  interest  for  an  object  which 
we  profess  to  have  so  deeply  at  heart  as  an  act  of  justice  and  humanity. 

You  will  judge  whether  it  will  be  better  that  the  cession  of  the  island 
should  be  brought  forward  at  Paris,  or  at  the  time  the  subject  is  negotiated 
before  the  Congress  at  Vienna.  I  shall  of  course  take  care  that  Wilberforce 
and  his  friends  shall  know  nothing  of  our  intentions  in  this  respect. 

I  believe  I  forgot  to  mention  to  you  in  my  letters  of  last  week  that  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Portugal  had  expressed  a  desire  to  return  to  Europe,  and 
that  a  British  squadron  might  be  sent  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  convey  and 
escort  His  Royal  Highness  and  the  Royal  Family.  Sir  John  Beresford  is 
therefore  under  orders  to  proceed  on  this  service. 

LlYEBPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marahdl  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  dear  Duke,  Fife  House,  7th  Sept,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2nd  inst.,  on  the  subject  of  the  com- 
munication made  to  you  by  Mr.  Clarkson  respecting  the  slave  trade.  I 
enclose  copies  of  two  letters,  one  from  Mr.  Wilberforce  to  myself,  and  the 
other  from  Mr.  Clarkson  to  the  Duke  of  Qloucester,  to  the  same  effect. 

The  information  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  French  govenii£i«xw\. 
you  'will  see  comes  from  the  same  source.     I  am  ftlioii^^  vclO^xi^^  Vo 

VOL.  IX.  <4 
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believe  it  to  be  erroneous ;  for  I  cannot  conceive  that  in  the  confidential 
communications  which  have  passed  on  this  subject  between  yourself  and 
the  King,  as  well  as  between  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Ilis  Majesty,  he 
would  not  fairly  have  explained  himself  in  this  way  to  both  of  you  if  such 
had  been  his  feelings  and  sentiments.  I  think  it  unlike  the  King  of 
France  to  convey  this  idea  circuitously  instead  of  doing  it  directly,  particu- 
larly when  he  was  so  anxious  to  have  a  confidential  explanation  on  all 
]X)int-s  of  difficulty  with  Lord  Castlereagh.  I  must  further  add  that  I 
believe  the  reason  actually  given  by  the  King  of  France  against  the  imme- 
diate abolition  of  the  slave  trade  to  be  the  true  one,  viz.,  that  he  must 
manage  the  prejudices  and  feelings  of  his  own  people.  The  West  India 
body  are  the  only  body  in  France  that  have  ever  had  any  considerable 
political  influence,  and  they  are  now  very  powerful  in  both  the  Assemblies, 
but  particularly  in  the  House  of  Peers.  With  them  the  question  is  not 
one  of  Pride,  but  of  Interest ;  and  it  would  be  no  satisfaction  to  them  that 
France  should  ac(}uire  another  colony  if  they  were  denied  the  means  of 
cultivating  their  estates  in  the  old  colonies. 

When  I  state  these  doubts  as  to  the  truth  of  the  information,  I  am  well 
aware  that  every  due  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  it.  The  question  of  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  is  become  so  embarrassing  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  purchase  it  by  some  sacrifice,  and  |)erhap8  even  prudent  to  be 
enabled  to  say  that  we  have  offered  the  sacrifice,  though  it  should  be 
refused. 

The  objection  to  offering  to  cede  an  island  for  the  abolition  is  obviously 
this:  that  when  the  principle  is  once  admitted,  where  are  we  to  stop? 
Mr.  Wilberforce  and  his  friends  evidently  think  that  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade  is  not  only  worth  one  island,  but  that  it  is  worth  anything 
and  everything.  The  French  government,  when  once  they  knew  that  we 
were  ready  to  negotiate  upon  the  principle  of  cession,  would  endeavour  to 
make  us  pay,  not  what  we  were  ready  to  give,  but  what  they  were  ready  to 
ask  ;  and  we  should  be  exposed  to  considerable  difiiculties  in  the  refusal. 

Notwithstanding  these  considerations,  however,  we  are  willing  to  make 
the  attempt.  If  the  French  government  are  disposed  to  abolish  the  slave 
trade  for  the  cession  of  an  island,  would  they  not  abolish  it  for  a  sum  of 
money,  part  of  which  might  be  advanced  to  the  West  India  planters 
themselves,  to  repair  their  losses  and  to  set  their  concerns  properly  afloat  ? 
Would  not  a  sum  of  money  be  a  greater  benefit  to  the  planters  than  the 
continuance  of  the  trade  for  only  five  years,  when  they  must  be  so  totally 
in  want  of  capital  ? 

1  have  no  diflBculty  in  authorising  you  to  oficr  two  millions  sterling  for 
this  purpose,  if  you  should  think  it  likely  to  be  effectual.  We  might 
perhaps  even  go  as  far  as  three  millions. 

If  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  so  liberal  an  offer  of  money  for  this 
object  would  not  be  accepted,  we  might  then  go  so  far  as  to  reconcile 
ourselves  to  the  offer  of  the  cession  of  the  island  of  Trinidad  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  immediate  abolition.  We  have  fixed  ujx)n  Trinidad  rather  than 
upon  St.  Lucia,  because  it  is  an  island  not  necessary  for  the  security  of  our 
ancient  possessions.  St.  Lucia  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us  as  long  as 
the  French  possess  Martinique  and  the  Saints.  It  is  the  protection,  in  fact, 
of  our  Leeward  islands.    France  does  not  want  it,  for  she  has  a  naval 
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station  both  at  Martinique  and  at  the  Saints.  We  have  none  in  those  seafi 
if  we  give  up  St.  Lucia.  We  placed  in  our  negotiation  for  peace  the  re- 
tention of  Mauritius  and  St.  Lucia,  not  on  the  ground  of  acquisition,  but  of 
security  ;  and  we  can  now  best  resist  the  cession  of  them  for  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  on  the  same  grounds. 

Trinidad  is  at  least  worth  double  the  value  of  St.  Lucia,  has  one  of  the 
finest  harbours  in  the  world,  is  not  exposed  to  hurricanes,  and  is  close  to 
the  coast  of  South  America.  No  one  could  say  therefore  that  it  would  not 
be  a  most  liberal  ofifer,  and  one  that  w^ould  be  flattering  to  the  pride  of  the 
French  nation. 

I  have  the  less  indisposition  personally  to  make  the  offer  of  this  cession 
as  we  intend  to  retain  Demerani,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice.  A  grant, 
however,  of  money  would  be  far  preferable  to  any  cession  of  dominion,  and 
I  think  might  be  as  acceptable  to  the  French  government.  If  the  French 
West  India  planters  really  believe  that  their  government  will  abolish  the 
slave  trade  at  the  end  of  five  years,  I  cannot  but  think  that  they  would 
prefer  a  large  sum  of  money  to  a  temporary  continuance  of  the  trade. 

I  have  thus  stated  to  you  fully  my  sentiments  and  those  of  my  colleagues 
who  are  in  town  upon  this  subject.  You  will  judge  best  of  the  use  you 
can  make  of  them. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh.  The  offer  of 
money,  if  otherwise  expedient,  might  be  made  without  any  previous  com- 
munication with  him.  You  might  perhaps  wish  to  communicate  with  him 
before  you  made  the  offer  of  the  cession  of  Trinidad. 

There  will  be  this  advantage  in  having  made  both  the  offers,  even  if  they 
should  be  refused :  that  I  think  no  reasonable  person  could  then  say  that 
we  have  not  done  everything  in  our  power  for  the  accoiiiplishment  of  the 
complete  and  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 

If  an  arrangement  should  be  made  upon  the  basis  of  either  of  these  pro- 
positions, it  would  of  course  be  essential  that  the  stipulations  to  effect  the 
abolition  should  be  in  all  respects  satisfactory,  and  that  the  French  govern- 
ment should  unite  their  efforts  with  ours  to  procure  the  abolition  by  other 
states. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Liverpool. 

P.S.— Of  course  no  intimation  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  or  any 
of  his  friends  that  there  is  an  intention  on  the  part  of  government  to  agree 
to  the  cession  of  any  colony  to  France  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 


[Enclosures.] 

I. 

W,  Wilberforce,  Esq,,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

Ht  dear  Lord  L.,  Stanstead  Park,  31st  Aug.,  1814. 

The  kindness  with  which  your  Lordship  bus  always  received  me  encourages 
me  to  execute  a  duty  suggested  to  me  by  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from 
Paris.    Knowing  the  value  of  your  time,  I  will  trespass  on  it  lot  %i  ^ctj  ^w« 
iiioments»  but  indeed  all  I  have  to  saj  may  be  aimo«t\iUDicd^X^\l  ^«ae^V^«^. 
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It  is  this  :  that  I  am  conTinced,  from  the  accounts  I  receive  of  the  state  of 
mind  of  the  leading  men  in  France  (I  include  the  King's  in  the  number),  that 
the  fear  of  wounding  the  national  pride  is  the  most  powerful  of  all  the  prin- 
ciples which  oppose  the  consent  of  the  French  government  to  the  proposal 
for  an  immediate  abolition ;  and  if  they  could  have  some  fair  producible 
excuse  for  having  acceded  to  our  wishes,  in  short,  if,  to  speak  plainly,  we 
would  buy  it  of  them  by  some  adequate  cession,  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  as- 
tenting  to  the  bargain.  It  was  only  because  Lord  Gastlereagh,  and  I  latlicr 
tmderstood  your  Lordship  also,  would  not  have  voted  for  any  Address  con- 
taining the  intimation  by  Parliament  of  a  wish  that  wo  should  offer  the  French 
an  equivalent,  and  because  I  saw  the  disadvantages  under  which  I  should  lie 
in  arguing  such  a  question,  that  I  did  not  insert  it  in  our  Address.  I  wished 
our  Address  to  pass  unanimously.  But  let  me  now  earnestly  conjure  you,  my 
dear  Lord,  to  consider  the  subject,  viewing  it  all  round,  and  to  look  forward 
to  all  the  consequences  both  to  France  and  to  ourselves,  but  above  all  tu 
Africa,  which  may  be  prevented  on  the  one  side,  and  all  the  benefits  which 
may  be  secured  on  the  other,  by  the  purchase  which  I  recommend.  I  will  not 
presume  to  point  out  any  pcuiicidar  cession  which  I  may  conceive  it  would  be 
expedient  and  most  acceptable  to  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  community  to 
make  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  this  great  object,  because,  though  I  am  not 
without  particular  ideas  on  the  subject,  it  would  be  mere  impertinence  in  me 
to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  them.  But  the  general  proposition  itself  I 
could  not  but  state  to  you  ;  and  I  can  truly  assure  you  that  though  undoubtedly 
the  performance  of  an  act  so  pleasing  to  Ood  and  so  supereminently  beneficial 
to  man  is  my  first  motive,  yet  I  can  truly  also,  I  repeat  it,  assure  you  that  it  is 
a  real  recommendation  of  the  measure  I  have  in  view,  that  it  would  tend  to 
add  strength  and  celebrity  to  your  Administration,  and  render  your  peace  the 
most  popular  as  well  as  the  most  beneficial  and  the  most  noble  of  any  recorded 
in  the  history  of  tlie  world. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  WlLBERFORCE. 

II. 

T.  Clarksorif  Esq,,  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester, 

Paris,  Hotel  du  Helder,  Rue  du  Helder, 
27th  Aug.,  1814. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  your  Royal  Highness  that  I  had  a  long  in- 
terview yesterday  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  I  was  much  pleased  to  find 
that  his  Grace  had  made  himself  master  of  the  subject  of  tiie  slave  trade  since 
he  left  England.  He  had  read  during  his  journey  and  since  his  arrival  here 
my  History  of  the  Abolition  throughout,  also  the  Abridgment  of  the  Evidence, 
also  my  •  Impolicy  of  the  Slave  Trade,'  as  well  as  Mr.  Wilberforce's  Letter  to 
his  Constituents,  and  every  paper  and  memorandum  furnished  both  by  Mr. 
Macaulay  and  myself;  so  that  he  wants  little  or  no  aid  from  me,  as  far  as  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject  is  concerned. 

The  Duke  has  already  had  many  conversations  with  the  King  of  France 
upon  the  subject,  and  the  last  only  last  night.  He  conceives  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  a  very  considerable  extent  of  coast  entirely  freed  from  the 
slave  trade.  He  spoke  indeed  as  if  it  had  been  determined  upon,  and  entirely 
without  reserve. 

In  speaking  of  St.  Domingo,  he  said  that  he  thought  that  the  French  go- 
yemment  had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  the  conquest  of  it. 

The  King  told  the  Duke  last  night  that  the  French  people  were  very 
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ignorant  of  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  and  also  very  indifferent  about  it ; 
but  that  the  merchants  speculated  upon  rich  harvests,  and  the  planters  upon 
the  enlargement  of  their  estates.  Others  promised  themselves  gain  from 
breaking  up  new  land  and  stocking  it  with  negroes.  These  were  the  persons 
with  whom  he  should  hawre  to  contend,  and  they  were  together  a  powerful 
body.  All  these  considered  the  question  of  the  abolition,  when  mentioned  to 
them,  as  an  English  and  not  as  a  French  question.  Here,  then,  great  diffi- 
culties would  lie.  They  would  complain  loudly,  and  the  other  French  people 
hearing  them,  and  not  having  any  knowledge  of  the  subject  like  the  English 
people,  would  perhaps  side  with  them,  though  indifferent  at  present.  The 
King  saw  no  way  of  opposing  such  as  had  formed  expectations  of  gain  from 
the  traffic,  but  through  the  medium  of  public  opinion.  He  said  emphatically, 
"  He  could  no  more  give  up  the  trade,  after  it  had  been  once  promised,  against 
popular  opinion,  than  the  King  of  England  could  continue  it  against  popular 
opinion."  But  the  Duke  thought  that  His  Majesty  would  have  no  objection 
to  find  a  current  strong  enough  to  enable  him  to  abolish  the  trade. 

I  asked  his  Grace  what  he  himself  thought  ought  to  be  done  in  this  state  of 
things  to  obtain  our  object  His  answer  was,  to  support  the  King  of  France, 
and  this  directly  by  creating  a  public  opinion  in  Paris  in  behalf  of  the  aboli- 
tion. He  was  sure  this  might  be  done  in  a  few  weeks  by  publishing  proper 
books  and  dispersing  them  among  the  known  literary  men  there,  whose  voice 
was  always  heard,  and  would,  he  hoped,  be  heard  successfully  in  the  present 
case. 

I  asked  him  what  books  would  answer  the  end  in  view.  He  said  some 
person  should  write  a  small  brochure  on  purpose  to  do  away  erroneous  notions, 
such  as  confounding  abolition  with  emancipation,  and  of  giving  other  neces- 
sary information,  both  with  respect  to  the  inhumanity  and  the  impolicy  of  tho 
trade,  and  also  to  bring  it  from  an  English  to  a  French  question.  He  thought 
that  my  own  *  Impolicy  of  the  Slave  Trade  *  ought  at  any  rate  to  be  one  of 
the  books  published  in  French.  He  had  read  it  tlirougli  with  attention. 
Nothing,  he  said,  could  be  clearer  or  more  convincing.  1  told  him  I  feared 
my  own  name  as  the  author  would  be  in  the  way,  and  that  I  was  fearful  of 

injuring  the  cause  by  stirring  public .  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  give  his 

Grace  private  information,  and  to  leave  the  rest  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers. 
He  said  my  fears  were  groundless,  and  that  Mr.  Wilbcrforce's  name,  and  he 
condescended  to  say  mine  also,  if  put  at  the  end  of  any  work  on  this  subject, 
would  serve  the  cause  among  the  literati  here,  whose  opinion  would  give  the 
tone  to  Paris.  He  would  be  answerable  for  all  the  consequences.  Indeed,  he 
would  take  them  upon  himself,  and  whatever  works  he  thought  necessary  he 
woidd  print  at  the  expense  of  his  own  government. 

Upon  this  I  took  from  my  pocket  my  letter  addressed  to  the  different  poten- 
tates, lately  translated  into  French.  He  looked  at  it,  and  said  he  thought  it 
was  the  very  thing  to  begin  with,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  reprinted  directly. 
He  was  of  opinion,  however,  that  as  it  related  to  the  inhumanity  and  injustice 
of  the  trade  solely,  it  ought  to  be  followed  by  my  *  Impolicy  ;*  and  that  a 
third  publication  should  follow,  of  the  nature  before  described,  viz.,  to  remove 
erroneous  notions,  &c. 

I  have  just  received  the  following  information  from  Lord  Holland  : — Talley- 
rand has  called  upon  his  Lordship  several  times,  and  he  upon  Talleyrand. 
During  these  interviews  his  Lordship  lost  no  opportunity  of  talking  on  the 
subject  of  the  slave  trade.  His  Lordship  says  positively  that  Talleyrand  is 
not  hostile  towards  giving  up  the  whole  trisMle  immediately,  nor  is  the  French 
government.  You  may  have  the  whole  abolition  when  you  please,  if  you  are 
serious  in  asking  for  it,  and  will  give  something  in  exchange.    But  f»v&fi^3Q^:cv\^ 
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in  exchange  is  neoessaiy  to  Batisfy  the  French  people,  who  wonid  otherwise 
think  their  Monarch  subservient  to  the  commands  of  England  and  her  allies. 
I  entreat  you  to  make  Mr.  Vansittart  acquainted  with  tliis  fact,  and  let  him 
inform  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet  about  it ;  for  if  it  be  so,  and  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  does  not  succeed,  when  the  people  of  England  are  willing  to  make  the 
sacrifice  of  an  island  and  much  more,  woe  be  to  the  Administration. 
I  have  but  just  time  to  say  that  I  am,  with  great  esteem,  &c., 

TUOMAS  Olarkson. 
I  have  written  by  this  post  to  Mr.  Wilberforce. 


MEMOBAKDA  ON  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

1.  From  1784  to  1789  the  number  of  slaves  taken  by  all  nations  from 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  amounted  to  about  78,000.  They  may  be 
thus  apportioned,  viz. : — 

From  the  rivers  Senegal  and  Gambia  about 2000 

Windward  Coast : 
From  the  river  GKunbia  to  Cape  Mount,  in  the  latitude 

of  about  7^  N..  about 3500 

From  Cape  Mount  to  Cape  Three  Points,  about    . .      . .       3500 
Gold  Coast : 

From  Cape  Three  Points  to  the  Rio  Volta,  about ..      ..  10,000 
Slave  Coast : — 
From  the  Rio  Volta  to  the  Rio  Palmar,  including  Popo, 

Whydah,  Ardra,  &c 5000 

Bight  of  Benin : 
From  the  Rio  Palmar  to  Cape  Formosa,  in  lat.  4^  n., 

including  Benin  and  Lagos,  about 6000 

Bight  of  Biafra : 
From  Cape  Formosa  to  Cape  Lopez,  in  1^  s.  lat.,  includ- 
ing Bonny,  New  and  Old  Calabar,  Cameroons,  &c., 

about      21,000 

From  Cape  Lopez  to  Cape  Negro,  in  lat.  16^  s.,  includ- 
ing Loango,  Congo,  Malemba,  Cabenda,  Angola, 
andBenguella      27,000 

78,000 

2.  Of  this  number  about  20,000  are  supposed  to  have  been  carried  off  in 
French  ships.  The  largest  part  of  this  export  was  drawn  from  places  south 
of  the  Equator,  from  Congo,  Loango,  Malemba,  Cabenda,  and  chiefly  from 
Angola.  The  number  taken  from  these  different  places  may  be  estimated 
at  about  12,000.  From  the  Senegal  and  Gambia  they  drew  not  more  than 
from  1200  to  1500  slaves.  Their  export  from  the  coast  between  the 
river  Gambia  and  Cape  I'hree  Points  did  not  exceed  2000,  and  from  the 
Gold  Coast  about  500.  The  remaining  4000  or  5000  were  drawn  from 
Whydah,  Benin,  Bonny,  and  Calabar. 

Of  tb^  slaves  carried  from  Western  Africa  during  the  same  period  by 
the  Portuguese,  three-fourths  are  supposed  to  have  been  drawn  from  Angola 
and  Benguella,  a  few  from  the  Windward  Coast,  and  the  rest  from  Whydah, 
•Benin,  Bonny,  and  Calabar. 
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From  the  above  Btatezncnt  it  will  appear  that  the  number  of  slaves  taken 
from  the  part  of  the  coast  to  windward  of  the  Gold  Coast  was  very  small 
in  proportion  to  its  extent,  when  compared  with  the  number  exported  from 
the  Gold  Coast  itself,  and  from  the  parts  of  the  coast  to  leeward  of  that 
district.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  veiy  depopulated  state  of  the 
northern  coast,  which,  being  much  more  conveniently  situated  for  a  trade 
from  Europe,  was  first  di-ained  of  its  inhabitants.  The  extent,  however,  to 
which  it  was  carried  on,  on  the  Windward  Const,  in  the  years  1764  to 
1789,  affords  no  criterion  whereby  to  ju«;ge  of  the  extent  to  which  it  will 
probably  be  carried  on  now  in  case  of  its  revival  by  the  French.  The 
population  is  stated  to  have  greatly  increased  along  the  whole  range  of 
coast  extending  from  Senegal  to  the  Rio  Volta,  and  the  facilities  therefore 
of  procuring  slaves  would  l>e  greatly  increased.  The  Governor  of  Senegal 
is  of  opinion  that  from  that  river,  which  used  to  famish  1000  or  1200  slaves 
annually,  i{0,000  might  now  be  drawn  in  a  single  year.  The  river  Senegal 
has  enjoyed  a  longer  cessation  of  the  slave  trade  than  any  other  part  of  the 
coast ;  its  commerce  having  been  interrupted  for  many  years  before  the 
slave  trade  was  abolished  by  Great  Britain  in  consequence  of  its  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  with  whom  we  were  at  war ;  and  on  this  account 
its  population  may  be  much  more  dense  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the 
Windward  Coast.  Still  the  probability  is,  that  the  slave  trade  from  the 
whole  of  the  Windward  Coast  would  be  much  more  extensive,  were  it  now 
to  be  revived,  than  it  was  during  the  years  1784  to  1789. 

3.  The  average  annual  value  of  the  imports  from  Africa  into  Great 
Britain  for  twenty  years,  prior  to  the  year  1787,  fell  short  of  72,000?. ;  and 
even  this  small  sum  includes  the  imports  from  the  whole  of  the  African 
coast,  not  only  from  Benguella  northwards  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  but 
from  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  eastward,  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean 
Sea.  The  average  value  of  the  imports,  during  the  years  1783,  1784, 
1785,  1786,  and  1787,  was  about  90,500?. ;  and  if  from  this  sum  be 
deducted  the  value  of  the  articles  imported  from  Morocco  and  the  coast  of 
Barbary,  there  will  be  left  somewhat  below  70,000/.  for  the  value  of  all 
our  imports  from  the  Western  Slave  Coast  of  Africa,  namely,  from  between 
Cape  Blanco  in  lat.  2P  n.,  and  Cape  Negro  in  lat.  16°  8.,  an  extent  of 
4500  miles  of  coast,  exclusive  of  the  large  rivers  which  occur  in  that  space. 
And  it  is  making  a  large  estimate  to  suppose  that  the  value  of  the  exports 
from  this  country,  which  were  required  to  purchase  this  70,000  pounds'  worth 
of  African  produce,  amounted  to  55^000?.  What  was  the  exact  amount  of 
the  imports  into  this  country  from  Africa  during  the  twenty  years  which 
succeeded  the  year  1787,  there  are  no  documents  before  me  to  show ;  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  it  had  very  materially  increased  during 
that  period.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that,  since  the  year  1807,  the  date 
of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  by  Great  Britain,  the  increase  has  been  very 
considerable.  The  imports  into  Great  Britain  from  the  Gold  Coast  alone, 
an  extent  of  about  250  miles,  are  valued  by  the  African  Company,  and  by 
Mr.  Swanzey,  who  is  not  only  a  director  of  that  Company,  but  is  himself 
largely  connected  in  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  Gold  Coast,  at  180,000?.* 
The  quantity  of  gold-dust  alone  brought  to  this  country  is  stated  to  have 

*  This  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  a  Memorial  of  the  African  Company 
lately  presented  to  government. 
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increased  thirty  fold.  Before  the  year  1807  the  quantity  imported  seldom 
amounted  to  1000  ounces  in  the  year.  It  has  gradually  risen  since  that 
time  to  30,000  ounces.  What  may  have  been  the  whole  import  into 
Great  Britain  from  Africa,  exclusive  of  gold-dust  (which  article  is  ucver 
entered  at  the  Custom  House),  during  the  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  I  am  not  able  to  state.  I  have  the  means, 
however,  of  knowing  that  during  the  years  1812  and  1813  there  was  shipped 
from  the  river  Sierra  Leone  alone  to  Great  Britain,  the  West  Indies,  the 
Canary  Islands,  and  Portugal,  a  quantity  of  rice,  ivory,  beeswax,  dye- 
woods,  gum  copal,  and  palm  oil,  the  produce  of  Sierra  Leone  and  the 
neighbouring  rivers,  equal  in  value  to  the  average  annual  import  into  Great 
Britain  during  the  years  1783  to  1787  from  the  whole  of  the  coast  which 
extends  from  Cape  Blanco  to  Cape  Negro.  1  am  unable  to  state  the  exact 
amount  of  the  exports  from  this  country  to  Africa  since  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  found  on  the  average  to  be 
at  least  five  or  six  times  as  large  as  was  required  in  the  years  1783  to 
1787  for  the  produce  trade  of  that  coa^t,  and  which  I  have  estimated  on 
the  average  at  55,0002. 

N.  B.  Since  the  above  was  written  I  understand  that  there  has  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  an  account  of  the  exports  from  this 
country  to  Africa,  and  of  the  imports  from  Africa  to  this  country,  during 
the  last  six  years.  I  have  not  seen  it,  nor  do  I  know  whether  it  be  yet 
printed ;  but  a  copy  of  it  may,  I  apprehend,  be  easily  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  public  offices. 


The  Prince  de  Benivent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Ht  LoBDy  PariB,  le  7  Sept.,  1814. 

tTai  re9U  la  note  que  Yotre  Excellence  m*a  fait  l*honneur  de  m'adresser 
le  5  de  oe  mois  pour  me  rappeler  les  objets  de  diverses  communications  qui 
m'ont  4t6  faites  par  M.  le  Chevalier  Stuart,  sous  les  dates  des  5  et  20 
Juillct,  10, 17,  et  19  AotLt,  et  par  vons,  my  Lord,  sous  celle  du  26  du  m^me 
mois. 

Aucun  de  ces  objets  n'a  4t4  perdu  de  vue ;  et  si  je  n*ai  pu  faire  connaitre 
encore  ^  la  Legation  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  les  d^isions  auxquelles  ils 
pourront  donner  lieu,  c*est  que  je  n*ai  point  encore  obtenu  sur  ces  diff^rens 
points  les  informations  que  j'ai  dii  demander  k  plusieurs  des  Ministres- 
Secretaires  d'Etat  du  Hoi.  Je  viens  d'en  renouveler  les  demandes,  et  d^ 
qu'elles  me  seront  parvenues  je  m'empresserai  de  faire  part  k  Yotre  Excel- 
lence de  ce  qui  aura  4t4  statu^  sur  les  affaires  qu'elle  a  cities  dans  sa  note. 

«rai  rhonneurd'dtre,  avec  une  trte  haute  consideration,  my  Lord, 

Votre  tr^  humble  et  tr^  ob^issant  serviteur, 

Lb  Prince  db  Benevent. 
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PT.  WiCberforce,  Esq.,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  Lobd,  Near  London,  8th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  wished  much,  when  your  Qrace  was  last  in  London,  to  request  yon  to 
pennit  me  to  wait  upon  your  Grace  for  a  few  moments ;  but  my  conscious- 
ness of  the  ahnost  innumerable  claims  on  your  time,  and  my  fear  of  intrud- 
ing on  you  unnecessarily,  prevented  my  gratifying  my  longing.  I  hope  I 
shall  not  now  subject  myself  to  the  imputation  which  I  was  then  afraid  of 
incurring,  by  begging  your  Grace  to  allow  me  to  present  to  you  a  publica- 
tion of  mine  on  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  which  was  drawn  up  (too 
hastily,  I  fear)  and  published  as  a  summary  of  our  case,  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  1807,  when  they  were  about  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration.  Mr.  Macaulay  told  me  he  sent  it,  but  I  hope  I  may  be 
forgiven  for  wishing  to  have  the  honour  of  presenting  it  to  your  Grace  my- 
self. A  great  part  of  the  work,  I  am  aware,  is  more  particularly  suited  to 
the  meridian  of  this  country,  the  peculiarities  of  our  particular  islands,  &c. ; 
yet  some  of  these  parts  may  afford  useful  hints,  and  a  great  jiart  of  it  also 
is  of  general  application. 

Your  Grace,  I  am  aware,  is  possessed  of  Mr.  Clarkson's  valuable  pieces, 
and  also  of  that  most  useful  compendium  the  Abstract  or  Abridgment  of 
the  Evidence.  My  own  may  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  commentary  on 
these. 

I  have  been  partly  encouraged  to  take  the  liberty  I  am  now  using  with 
your  Grace,  by  Mr.  Clarkson's  highly  gratifying  accounts  of  your  Grace's 
taking  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  issue  of  the  great  question  which  is  now 
depending  (your  Grace  will  know  too  well  what  I  have  in  my  mind  to  re- 
quire any  other  specification)  as  to  satisfy  me  that  you  will  not  think  my 
addressing  your  Grace  to  be  an  intrusion.  I  wish  also  to  state  to  your 
Grace  that  Mr.  Stephen  drew  up  for  Lord  Castlereagh,  by  his  Lordship's 
desire,  the  plan  of  a  convention  for  carrying  into  execution  an  agreement 
to  abolish  the  slave  trade.  I  have  been  endeavoming  to  obtain  a  copy  of  it 
for  your  Grace's  use. 

I  will  only  add  that  it  would  increase  the  pleasure  I  should  receive  from 
the  consent  of  the  French  government  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  if  it  should 
be  effected  through  your  Lordship's  instrumentality,  and  if,  through  the 
goodness  of  Providence,  this  large  addition  should  be  made  to  the  mass 
of  obligation  to  perpetual  veneration  and  gratitude  under  which  your  Qrace 
has  already  laid,  not  myself  or  my  own  country  only,  but  I  may  truly  say 
the  whole  civilized  and  surely  I  may  now  add  also  the  uncivilized  world. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  attachment, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  faithful  servant, 

W.  WlLBERFOBCE. 

P.S.  I  beg  your  Grace  to  excuse  my  interlineation.  My  eyes  are  weak, 
and  time  fails  me,  or  I  would  write  my  letter  over  again. 
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[  778.  ]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Lord,  ParU.  9th  Sept..  1814,  half-past  5  p.m. 

I  write  to  let  you  know  that  the  Prince  de  Benevent  has 
just  been  here  to  let  me  know  that  he  has  been  informed  by 
telegraph  that  the  Princess  of  Wales  arrived  this  morning  at 
Strasbourg,  and  he  was  anxious  to  know  what  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  Prince  Regent  that  the  King  should  do. 

I  told  him  that  the  King  would  avoid  a  good  deal  of  em- 
barrassment by  preventing  her  from  coming  to  Paris  ;  that  she 
had  lately  been  desired  not  to  appear  at  Court ;  and  that  the 
King,  according  to  his  own  rule,  could  not  receive  her  at  his 
Court 

He  asked  what  pretence  should  be  stated  for  stopping  her. 
I  answered  that  I  could  state  none,  and  the  Prince  left  me, 
determined,  at  all  events,  to  stop  her  by  telegraph. 

If  she  should  come  here,  I  should  wish  to  know  how  I  am 
to  act. 

I  send  you  some  despatches  from  Spain.  I  propose  to  com- 
municate the  treaty  to  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand  this  night. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  779.]  To  the  Prince  de  Benhent, 

Sir,  Paris,  9th  Sept.,  1814. 

Adverting  to  my  letter  to  your  Highness  of  this  date,  I  have 
been  directed  to  state  to  you,  that  in  case  His  Majesty  should 
feel  any  disinclination  to  allow  the  American  vessels  Regina 
and  Jane  to  be  taken  from  Bordeaux  on  account  of  delicacy 
towards  the  American  government,  the  Prince  Regent  is  de- 
sirous that  His  Majesty  should  allow  the  vessels  to  be  broken 
up  at  Bordeaux,  and  the  materials  sold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  captors ;  and  that  in  case  His  Majesty  should  find  it  in- 
convenient to  have  such  large  sums  issued  from  his  treasury  at 
Bordeaux  as  are  claimed  on  account  of  the  army,  the  Prijice 
Regent's  government  will  undertake,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
advance  the  amount.  His  Majesty  acknowledging  the  debt,  and 
undertaking  to  repay  it  by  quarterly  instalments. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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Viscount  C<uUereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeHingtom 

My  dear  Lord,  Munich,  9th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  enclose  under  a  flying  seal  a  private  letter  for  your  brother  Henry, 
which  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  forward  by  the  first  opportunity, 
apprising  him  of  your  progress  on  the  slave  question. 

In  all  my  discussions  on  the  question  of  the  slave  trade,  nothing  ever 
dropped  fmm  either  the  King  or  M.  de  Talleyrand  to  countenance 
Mr.  Clarkson's  suggestion.  I  suspect  the  notion  is  picked  up  in  some 
of  those  conversations  which  he  provokes  with  the  philanthropist!}  at  Paris, 
and  is  thrown  out,  if  7iot  insidiously^  to  force  us  into  some  offer  of  this 
description,  in  the  vain  hope  of  its  being  accepted.  Mr.  C.  is  not,  as  I 
believe,  partial  to  the  government,  and  extremely  likely  to  impute  to  them 
the  having  fallen  short  in  their  exertions  upon  this  point. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  government  has  received  a  check  in  the  Upper 
House.  It  was  a  foolish  thing  to  hazard  this  idly  upon  a  preamble, 
which  is  always  of  secondary  importance. 

I  am  going  on  to-night. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Castlereaoh. 


17i«  Prince  de  BSnhent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
My  Lord,  Paris,  le  9  Sept.,  1814. 

iTai  re^u  avec  la  note  que  Votre  Excellence  m'a  fait  Thonneur  de 
m'adresaer  le  4  de  ce  mois  les  diff^rcntes  pieces  dont  elle  m'annonce  Tenvoi, 
et  desquelles  il  semble  r^sulter  que  les  regies  de  neutrality  prcscritcs  pour 
les  corsaires  Am^ricains  sont  mal  observes  dans  quelqucs  uns  dcs  ports  do 
France. 

Quoique  je  doive  croire  que  d'aprte  les  ordres  relate  dans  mes  lettres  des 
20  Mai  et  15  Juin  dernier,  et  renoiiveMs  d'une  mani^re  plus  praise  encore 
dans  le  courant  du  mois  de  Juillet,  les  faits  ^nonc^s  dans  ces  pi6ces  manquent 
en  g^ne'ral  d*exactitude,  cependant  je  viens  d  en  ^crire  au  Ministre  Secr6- 
taire  d'Etat  do  la  Marine  et  des  Colonies  afin  qu'il  veuille  bien  me  faire 
part  de  tons  les  renseignemens  qu*il  lui  sera  possible  de  recueillir  k  cet 
^gard,  et  je  m*empre8serai  d*en  faire  connaltre  le  r^sultat  k  Votre  Excellence 
aussitdt  que  je  les  aurai  re^us. 

Je  vous  prie,  my  Lord,  d*agr^r  les  assurances  de  ma  trte  haute  consi- 
deration. 

Le  Prince  de  B^n^yent. 


The  Prince  de  Benhent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Pari^,  le  9  Sept.,  1814. 

J'ai  refu  la  lettrs  que  Votre  Excellence  m'a  fait  ThoDneur  de  m'^crire  le 
ler  de  ce  mois,  et  je  lui  adresse  ainsi  qu'elle  le  d^ire  une  copie  de  ma 
d^p^he  du  2  Juin  concemant  les  bfttimens  ot  marchandises  s^iuestr^es  k 
Bordeaux  par  Parm^e  Anglaise. 
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Voire  Excellence  juge  ^  propoe  de  diff<^rer  d'entrer  en  explication  sur 
cetto  affaire,  comme  Ambassadeur  Britannique,  jusqu'k  ce  qu^elle  ait  re9U 
des  instructions  de  sa  Cour ;  mais  elle  veut  bicu  toutefois,  comme  comman- 
dant en  chef  de  I'arm^e  Anglaise,  me  communiquer  quelques  observations. 
Je  la  prie  d'accueillir  de  la  m6me  mani^rc  cclles  que  je  vais  avoir  Thonneur 
de  lui  presenter. 

J'ai  cru  devoir  contester  ainsi  que  je  I'ai  fait  dans  ma  d^i)dche  du  2  Juin 
Tapplication  du  droit  de  guerre  k  la  ville  de  Bordeaux,  et  je  me  suis  fondd 
en  cela  sur  lea  circonstances  particulieres  et  tout-k-fait  cxtraordinaires  au 
milieu  desquelles  les  troupes  Britanniques  sont  entries  dans  cette  ville.  11 
est  difficile  en  effet  de  reconuaitre  le  droit  de  la  guerre  \k  oil  la  guerre 
n'existait  pas,  et  il  semble  qu'elle  ne  pouvait  exister  a  Bordeaux  au  mo- 
ment oh  cette  ville,  aprte  avoir  abjur^  les  lois  du  gouvemement  ennemi  de 
TAngleterre,  et  s'§tre  r^fugi^e  sous  le  pavilion  de  son  Souverain  legitime, 
appelait  elle-m6me  dans  son  sein  les  troupes  Britanniques. 

Au  surplus,  en  admettant,  contre  mon  opinion,  que  le  droit  de  la  guerre 
ait  pd  6tre  exerc^  k  Bordeaux,  je  ne  crois  pas  quo  le  commissariat  Anglais 
86  trouvat  autoris^  par  la  k  reclamer  le  montant  des  droits  de  donanes  per^s 
ou  a  percevoir  sur  les  marchandisesexistant  en  cntrepdtau  12  Mars  dernier. 
Le  droit  de  guerre  n'a  dd  atteindre  que  la  propri^t^  publique,  et  le  s^questre 
des  marchandiscs  n*a  eu  par  oonsdquent  d*autre  objet  que  d*op^rer  la  saisie 
du  montant  de  la  contribution,  dont  ces  propri^t^  particulieres  se  trouvaient 
^▼entuellement  passibles.  Mais  le  produit  de  la  contribution  n^est 
acquis  a  I'administration  publique  que  par  I'extraction  des  marcbandises 
hors  de  rentre{)dt.  Jusques  Ik  le  propri^taire  est  libre  de  les  r^exporter,  ct 
la  reexportation  ne  pourrait  dtre  empdcb^  sans  donner  attcintc  a  la  propriety 
particuli^re.  II  n'y  aurait  done  eu  de  saisissable  par  le  commissariat  Anglais 
que  le  produit  de  la  contribution  pcr9ue  depuis  le  12  Mars  jusqu'a  la  date 
du  r^tablissement  de  la  \mx,  Autrement  il  voudrait  s*em]mrer  d*unc  chose 
qui  n'existait  pas  encore  comme  propriety  publique,  et  qui  n'est  devenue 
telle  qu*k  une  ^poque  oil  le  droit  de  guerre  ne  pouvait  plus  produire  d'effet. 
Ce  serait,  il  me  semble,  faire  survivre  le  droit  de  guerre  au  retablissemcnt 
do  la  paix. 

Mais  quelle  que  soit  notre  opinion  sur  cette  affaire,  vous  devez  dtre  per- 
suade, my  Lord,  que  le  Roi  appr^cie  avec  la  sensibility  qui  lui  est  propro 
toute  la  noblesse  de  vos  procdd^s,  et  cette  discussion  m€me  ne  pent  que 
rappeler  I'esprit  de  moderation  et  dVquite  qui  a  constamment  dirig^  Votre 
Excellence  dans  le  commandement  de  ses  armecs. 

Je  prie  Votre  Excellence  d^agr^er  les  assurances  de  ma  tr^  haute  consi- 
deration. 

Le  Prince  de  B^n^vent. 

[Enclosure.] 

•  to  Sir  C,  Stuart. 

Monsieur,  Paris,  le  2  Juin,  1814. 

SeloQ  imo  decision  de  rAvocat-Oeneral  du  Banc  du  Roi,  notifiee  par  Lord 
Wellington  aux  autorit^  Fran^aiscs  k  Bordeaux,  vingt  navires  de  commerce 
qui  etaient  en  rade  de  cette  ville  le  12  Mars,  jour  de  Tentree  de  Tarmee  An- 
glaise, doiyent  subir  les  droits  de  la  guerre,  et  les  marcbandises  en  entrep6t 

*  Blank  in  maiuiscript. 
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doivent  dtre  impos^es  par  rarmc^o  Anglaise,  suivantle  tarif  actuel  des  dorumes. 
Deux  commiasaires  ont  4i4  envoy^s  par  Lord  Wellington  pour  proceder  h 
lex^ution  do  cet  acte. 

n  me  seroit  impossible.  Monsieur,  de  discuter  les  considerations  qui  ont  servi 
de  base  k  la  decision  de  M.  TAvocat-Gen^ral  du  Banc  du  Roi ;  je  les  ignore,  et 
je  ne  puis  memo  les  pre'sumer.  Les  Anglais  ne  sont  point  venus  k  Bordeaux 
comme  ennemis ;  ils  y  ont  e'te  appeles  par  lo  voeu  de  ses  babitans,  et  ils  y  sont 
entres  loraque  lo  pavilion  du  Roi  flottait  sur  ses  tours,  celui  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  n'a  point  dte'  arbore'.  Si,  lorsque  les  troupes  Anglaises  sc  sont  approchdes 
de  'cette  ville,  elles  eussent  pu  6tre  consid^rees  comme  cnnemies,  le  premier 
soin  des  magistrats  eut  sans  doute  4t4  de  protdger  les  proprie'tes  par  une  capi- 
tulation, et  elle  cut  4i4  facilement  conclue,  puisque,  sans  aucune  convention, 
les  Amiraux  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  ont  respects  les  navires  Fran9ais  portant 
invillon  blanc,  puisqu*k  St  Jean  de  Luz,  oil  les  troupes  Anglaises  dtaient 
entries  les  armes  k  la  main,  les  navires  de  ce  port  n'ont  point  4i4  confisquds, 
et  qu'ils  ont  4t4  m§me  fretds  pour  le  service  de  I'armee.  Ainsi,  loin  que  M. 
lAvocat-Gen^ral  du  Banc  du  Roi  ait  pu  dtablir  sa  decision  sur  ce  qu'il  n'y  a 
point  eu  de  stipulation,  pour  meltre  les  propridt^  k  I'abri  du  droit  de  la  guerre, 
cette  circonstance  ddmontre  au  contraire  qu'il  n'y  a  jamais  eu  lieu  d*exercer  ce 
droit  dans  la  ville  de  Bordeaux. 

n  serait  vdritablement  filcbeux,  Monsieur,  que  la  joie  publique  et  I'esprit  de 
bienveillance  mutuelle  dont  sont  animus  en  ce  moment  les  sujets  des  deux  pays 
fussent  troubles  par  un  incident  qui  blcsserait  d'une  maniere  aussi  pdnible  les 
interdts  d'une  portion  des  babitans  de  la  ville  de  Bordeaux.  Yotre  Excellence 
partagera  sans  doute  ce  sentiment,  et  c'est  avec  la  plus  grande  confiance  que 
jo  la  prie  de  vouloir  bien  intervenir  aupr^  de  son  gouvernement  pour  que  la 
decision  du  Banc  du  Roi  soit  r^voqude. 

Agr^z,  etc. 


WiUuim  Wiiher/orcef  Esq,,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Near  London,  9th  Sept.,  1814. 

An  interview  with  Mr.  Stephen  last  night  has  rendered  it  necessary  for 
me  to  intrude  on  your  Grace  onoe  more  for  the  purpose  of  rectifjing  an 
error  into  which  I  fell  yesterday.  I  find  the  paper  which  Mr.  Stephen 
had  drawn  up  for  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  which  he  transmitted  at  my 
suggestion  to  your  Grace,  was  not,  as'  I  conceived,  a  plan  for  executing  a 
convention  for  an  absolute  and  universal  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
but  for  enforcing  a  qualified  and  limited  prohibition  of  it.  I  never  had 
seen  the  paper,  and  hope  your  Grace  will  admit  that  as  my  excuse.  Your 
Grace  will  excuse,  I  trust,  also  my  anxiety,  arising  perhaps  from  a  too  lively 
sensibility  where  this  subject  is  in  question,  lest  so  much  attention  being 
paid  to  the  drawing  up  of  a  provision  for  excluding  the  slave  trade  from 
a  certain  part  only  of  the  coast  should  have  the  effect  of  conveying  an 
impression  that  though,  for  decency's  sake,  the  friends  of  the  cause  talk 
somewhat  of  total  and  immediate  abolition,  they  have  no  idea  of  the 
possibility  of  its  being  obtained,  and  that  they  would  be  perfectly  con- 
tented if  your  Grace  could  obtain  for  us  this  qualified  abolition.  Grateful 
for  your  Grace's  exertions  they  must  and  ought  ever  to  be ;  but  I  should  not 
speak  the  truth  if  I  were  not  to  state  that,  having  a  strong  persuasion  that 
the  French  government  would  consent  to  abolish  the  tnvdft  ^\^\\0t^  vsA 
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immediately,  provided  our  government,  by  making  them  Bome  cession  as 
an  equivalent,  would  enable  them  to  take  off  the  impression  (an  impression 
which  their  people,  w'e  hear,  are  rather  dis{x>sed  to  receive)  of  their  having 
been  dictated  to  by  Great  Britain — having,  I  repeat  it,  this  persuasion,  they 
cannot  but  indulge  a  confident  hope  that  your  Grace,  in  this  as  in  so 
many  other  instances,  will  be  able  to  achieve  a  complete  victory.  The 
object  really  seems  within  the  reach  of  this  country  if  it  will  pay  the  price 
for  it ;  and  sure  I  am  a  vast  majority  of  the  most  respectable  members  of 
the  community  would  gladly  make  the  purchase. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  faithful  servant, 

W.  WiLBERFOBCE. 


[  780.  ]  ^0  the  Prince  de  Beniuent, 

Sir,  Paris,  10th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Highnesses  letter  of 
this  day  regarding  a  soldier  named  Jean  Vidal,  stated  to  have 
been  enlisted  into  an  Italian  regiment  in  the  British  service. 

I  am  not  aware  that  there  was  any  such  regiment,  and  if 
there  was,  it  has  probably  been  disbanded  since  the  Peace ;  but 
I  forward  your  Highness's  note  to  England,  and  I  don't  hesi- 
tate to  assure  your  Highness  that  if  there  should  be  a  soldier  of 
the  name  of  Jean  Vidal  in  His  Majesty's  service,  he  will  be  dis- 
charged forthwith. 

I  have,  &e., 

Wellington. 


The  Prince  de  BSnevent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  10  Sept.,  1814. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Charles  Stuart  m'avait  adresse  le  19  AoQt  dernier 
une  note  dont  Tohjet  ^tait  de  r^clamer  la  restitution  de  bijoux  et  autres 
objets  prdcieux  trouv^s  sur  la  personne  du  Baron  de  Kolli,  arrdtd  il  y  a 
quelques  anuses  pour  avoir  tent^  d'enlever  du  Chftteau  de  yalen9ay  le 
Prince  dcs  Asturies. 

II  r^sulte  des  ren.<(eignemen8  qui  m*ont  M  donn^  sur  cctte  affaire  par 
M.  le  Directeur-G^n^ral  de  la  Police  du  royaume,  que  la  confiscation  des 
effets  reclames  fut  prononc^  en  1810 ;  qu'ils  furent  rendus ;  que  le  produit 
en  a  ^t^  employ^  par  I'ancien  gouvemement  en  partie  pour  le  compte  et  k 
Toocasion  de  M.  de  Kolli,  et  port^  en  d^jxinse  f>our  Pexercice  1810.  Le  Hoi 
n'a  eu  a  s'occuper  de  cet  objet  que  comme  d'un  simple  r^glement  de  comptes 
arri^r^s  sur  Icsquels  il  n'y  avait  plus  a  revenir ;  mais  ^a  Majesty  a  voulu 
que  les  effets  ii  Tusage  personnel  deM.de  EoUi  et  une  somme  qu'il  avait 
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8ur  lui  en  billets  dc  banque  lui  fussent  restitu^s,  et  tel  est  Tobjet  des  ordres 
qu'elle  a  donn^  en  cette  occasion. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  my  Lord,  avec  une  trhs  haute  consideration, 

Votre  tres  humble  et  tr^s  ob^issant  serviteur, 

Le  Prince  de  B^NivENT. 


The  Prince  de  Biiievent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  lO  Sept.,  1814. 

Votre  Excellence  m'a  fait  I'honneur  de  m'adresser  avec  sa  lettre  du  7  de 
ce  mois  un  numdro  du  journal  dans  lequel  se  trouve  la  lettre  de  M.  de  St. 
Cricq  a  Toccasion  de  laquelle  elle  m'avait  fait  verbalement  quclques.obser- 
vations. 

Je  dois  vous  pr^venir,  my  Lord,  que  M.  de  St.  Cricq  n'a  aucun  caract^re 
pour  influer  d'une  mani^re  qiielconque  sur  la  traite  en  elle-mtoe.  Lea 
mesures  annonc^es  par  sa  lettre  sont  purement  re;^lement aires  et  condi- 
tionnelles.  Elles  se  rapportent  au  detail  des  operations  des  negociations 
Fran9ais  qui  feraient  le  commerce  des  noirs ;  mais  elles  n'impliquent  ni 
encouragement  ni  mSme,  pour  ainsi  dire,  intervention  de  la  part  du  gou- 
vemement,qui  confie  habituellement  au  d^partement  dc  la  Marine  Pex^cution 
de  ses  ordres  sur  cet  objet. 

Je  pense,  my  Lord,  que  cette  explication  suffira  pour  convaincre  Votre 
Excellence  que  la  publication  dont  elle  m'a  fait  I'honneur  de  m'entretenir 
n'a  effectivement  aucune  esp^  d'importance. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  my  Lord,  avec  une  tr^  haute  consideration, 

Votre  trte  humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur. 

Lb  Prince  de  BENivENT. 


The  Prince  de  Benivent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  lO  Sept.,  1814. 

J'ai  re9U  la  lettre  que  Votre  Excellence  m'a  fait  I'honneur  de  m'adresser 
pour  demander'au  nom  de  sa  Cour  que  le  gouvernement  Fran^ais,  qui  a  fait 
•retirer  du  Duche  de  Bouillon  les  employes  des  douanes,  en  rapjjelat  egale- 
ment  les  employes  proposes  a  I'administration. 

L'art.  3  du  traite  de  paix  etant  redige  de  mani^re  k  laisser  de  Tincerti- 
tude  sur  la  question  de  savoir  a  quel  tcrritoire  apparticndra  le  Duche  de 
Bouillon,  le  jugement  de  cette  question  doit  etre  remis  hla  commission  qui, 
de  part  et  d'autre,  a  ete  nomm6e  pour  regler  la  demarcation  des  limites. 
Cette  commission  pourra  tr^s  prochainement  commencer  ces  operations, 
et  le  gouvernement  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  trouvera  sans  doute  naturel 
que  jusqu'a  ce  qu'elle  ait  prononce  sur  la  question  dont  il  s'agit,  le  gou- 
vernement du  Roi  laisse  dans  le  Duche  de  Bouillon  les  administrateurs 
Fran9ai8  qui  s'y  trouvent, 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  my  Lord,  avec  une  tr^s  haute  consideration, 

Votre  trha  humble  et  tr^  obeissant  serviteur, 

Lk  PrwcEi  t>^  '^telcns.'t , 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

Deab  Bathubst,  Walmer  Castle,  11th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  in  the  absolute  necessity  of  including  the  Indians 
in  the  treaty  of  peace.  I  would  inttist  upon  a  stipulation  that  they  should 
be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  they  enjoyed  before  the 
war.  I  would  do  more,  if  more  has  been  promised ;  but  I  would  not  make 
a  sine  qua  non  of  more,  if  more  has  not  been  promised  ;  and  I  think  the 
negotiation  is  now  brought  to  a  point  when  we  cannot  well  avoid  explaining 
ourselves  on  this  question. 

I  agree  with  you  likewise  in  the  inexpediency  of  giving  incur  ultimatum 
respecting  the  boundary  before  we  have  ascertained  that  the  American 
Comnaissioners  will  agree  to  our  propositions  respecting  the  Indians  ;  but 
I  think  it  difficult  not  to  instruct  our  Commissioners  confidentially  as  to 
what  they  are  to  say  on  the  subject  of  boundary,  if  the  proposition  respecting 
the  Indians  is  agreed  to.  I  do  not  see  that  upon  the  principle  we  have 
advanced  there  would  be  any  objection  to  demanding  Sackett^s  Harbour  in 
the  first  instance,  as  well  as  Michilimackinac  and  Niagara,  as  a  qualification 
and  relaxation  of  the  principle  of  exclusive  military  possession.  If  they 
objected  to  the  demand  of  8ackett*s  Harbour,  we  might  then  fairly  put  the 
question  to  them  whether  they  would  agree  to  our  retaining  the  two  other 
positions  if  we  did  not  press  for  Sackett's  Harbour.  We  might  thus  be 
naturally  brought  by  degrees  to  our  ultimatum,  and  during  the  time  occu- 
pied by  the  discussion  we  might  hear  what  had  been  the  progress  of  our 
arms.  I  confess  I  cannot  believe  that  with  the  prospect  of  bankruptcy 
before  them,  the  American  government  would  not  wish  to  make  peace,  if 
they  can  make  it  upon  terms  which  would  not  give  a  triumph  to  their 
enemies.  I  am  strongly  inclined  from  all  I  hear  to  believe  that  a  bank- 
ruptcy would  be  the  result  of  their  continuing  the  war  for  another  year ; 
.but  we  must  recollect  that  if  the  ground  upon  which  the  negotiation  termi- 
nated were  popular,  a  bankruptcy  would,  for  a  time  at  least,  greatly  add  to 
their  military  means.  The  war  would  then  be  rendered  a  war  of  despair, 
in  which  all  private  rights  and  interests  would  be  sacrificed  to  the  public 
cause. 

I  hope  you  will  carry  into  execution  your  intention  of  coming  here  with 
the  despatch. 

I  have  written  to  Beckett  to  say  that  Friday  would  suit  me  best  for  the 
Council,  if  it  would  suit  the  Prince  Regent. 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 

lilVERPOOL. 


[  781 .  ]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Paris.  12th  Sept.,  1814. 

A  telegraph  message  was  sent  to  Strasbourg  on  the  9th 
regarding  the  Princess  of  Wales,  as  I  informed  you  it  would, 
and  the  answer  came  back  on  the  10th.    The  Duke  de  Valmy, 
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finding  that  the  Princess  intended  to  go  to  Italy  in  a  few  days, 
had  not  communicated  to  her  the  King's  wish  that  she  should 
not  come  to  Paris,  and  did  not  intend  to  do  so  unless  he  should 
find  that  she  altered  her  plan. 

The  Prince  de  Benevent  particularly  desired  that  your 
Lordship  should  be  made  acquainted  with  all  these  circum- 
stances, and  of  the  King's  desire  to  do  whatever  should  be 
agreeable  to  the  Prince. 

Monsieur  de  Blacas  told  me  yesterday,  that  if  she  had  come 
here,  the  King  had  intended  to  inform  her  that,  unless  he  was 
formally  acquainted  by  the  Ambassador  of  her  arrival,  he  could 
take  no  cognizance  of  it.  I  told  him  that,  according  to  their 
own  rule,  I  could  not  take  upon  me  to  introduce  anybody  to 
the  King  who  was  not  received  at  our  own  Court. 

I  think  it  worth  considering,  however,  whether  it  is  not 
desirable  that  every  facility  should  be  given  to  the  Princess 
to  amuse  herself  abroad,  in  order  that  she  may  not  be  induced 
to  return  to  England.  The  same  question  which  has  occurred 
here  will  occur  at  Turin,  and  probably  in  other  Courts  in 
Italy ;  and  I  acknowledge  that,  when  I  heard  on  the  9th  of  her 
being  at  Strasbourg,  I  doubted  much  of  the  propriety  of  what 
I  did  in  preventing  her  from  coming  to  Paris.  It  is  desirable, 
therefore,  that  you  should  give  some  instructions  to  the 
Ministers  at  the  different  Courts  what  to  do  with  her. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


To  Lard  ViKouni  CasOereagh.  [  782. 1 

My  Lord,  Pans.  12th  Sept^  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Prince  de  Benevent  in  regard  to  the  reports 
which  I  transmitted  to  him  of  the  refitting  and  manning  of 
American  privateers  in  the  ports  of  France,  and  of  the  conse- 
quences to  our  trade  of  the  use  which  the  enemy  made  of  these 

ports. 

I  have,  &c, 

Wbllinqton. 


VOL.  IX. 
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The  Prince  de  Bdniuent  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  le  12  Sept,  1814. 

M.  le  Chevalier  Stuart  ayant  propose,  par  une  lettre  qu'il  me  fit  I'hon- 
neur  de  m*^rire  le  20  Juillet,  de  convenir  que  les  b&timents  Fran9ai8  et 
Anglais  qui  arriveraient  aux  lies  de  la  Martinique  et  de  la  Guadeloupe,  les 
uns  avant,  les  autres  imm^iatement  apr^s  la  remise  de  ces  colonies,  y 
seraient  admis,  je  coromuniquai  cette  proposition  au  Ministre  de  la 
Marine.  La  r^ponse  que  je  re9oi8  de  ce  ministre  me  mit  dans  le  cas  d'an- 
noncer  k  Voire  Excellence  que,  bien  que  Tarrangement  propose  ne  puisse 
#tre  fait,  parceque  des  ordrcs  avaient  et^  donnas  dans  tons  nos  ports  pour 
qu*aucnn  bfttiment  Fran9ais  ne  fut  exp^did  pour  nos  colonies  de  manii^re  k 
y  arriver  avant  que  nous  en  fussions  en  possession,  cependant  il  est  probable 
que  tant  par  Teffot  des  circonstances  que  par  les  facility  que  les  admi- 
nistrations Fran^aises  ont  eu  I'ordre  de  donner  aux  bfttiments  Anglais, 
Fobjet  i)our  lequel  le  gouvemement  Britannique  d^sirait  cet  arrangement  se 
trouvera  k  peu  pr^  rempli.  En  effet,  si  le  depart  du  convoi  destine  pour 
les  Antilles  a  iU  retard^,  la  remise  de  nos  colonies  d'Am^rique  Ta  ^t^  aussi, 
et  n'aura  pu  avoir  lieu  k  T^poque  qu*avait  fix^  le  traite'  du  30  Mai,  en 
sorte  que  les  b&timents  Anglais  auront  sans  doute,  au  moins  pour  la  plu- 
part,  atteint  leur  destination  avant  celle  oh  cette  remise  sera  effectu^e. 
D*ailleurs,  d^aprte  les  instructions  donn^es  aux  administrations  Fran9ais68, 
tout  navire  Anglais  qui  aura  fait  son  entr^  a  la  douane  Anglaise  de  la 
Martinique  et  de  la  Guadeloupe  avant  la  remise,  ne  fiit  ce  que  de  la  veille, 
sera  libre  de  continuer  son  d^chargement  et  de  faire  sa  vente. 

J'es;i^re,  my  Lord,  que  votre  Cour  trouvera  dans  cette  disposition  une 
preuve  du  d^ir  qu*a  le  Roi  de  faire,  autant  qu'il  lui  est  possible,  tout  ce  qui 
pent  dtre  agr^ble  au  gouvemement  Britannique. 

Agr^ez,  my  Lord,  Tassorance  de  ma  plus  baute  consideration. 

Lb  Pbince  de  BitN^vENT. 


T?ie  Prince  de  BSnivent  to  Field  MarsJud  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  Lord,  Paris,  12  Sept.,  1814. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  pr^venir  Yotre  Excellence  que  le  Roi  ayant  daign^  me 
confier  une  mission  extraordinaire  au  Gongr^  de  Yienne,  a  cbarg^  par  in-* 
t^rim  du  portefeuille  du  d^partement  des  Affaires  Etrang^res  M.  le  Comte 
de  Jaucourt,  qui,  pendant  mon  absence,  aura  Pbonneur  d'entretenir  avec 
Yotre  Excellence  les  relations  habituelles  que  mon  ^oignement  de  la  capi- 
tale  me  donnera  le  regret  de  ne  pouvoir  cultiver  en  personne ;  et  je  youb 
prie,  my  Lord,  de  vous  adresser  k  lui  pour  les  communications  que  Votre 
Excellence  aura  k  faire  au  Minist^  des  Affaires  Etrangferes,  ce  qui  toute- 
fois  n'empdchera  pas  celles  qu'elle  pourrait  juger  convenable  de  me  faire 
directement.  Je  suis  assur^  d'avance,  my  Lord,  que  vous  accorderez  k 
M.  le  Comte  de  Jaucourt  Pestime  et  la  confiance  qu*il  mdrite  k  tant  de  titres. 
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et  que  de  vos  rapports  aveo  lui  r^nltera  oonstamment  une  satisfaction 
T^proque. 

«rai  llioimeur  d^6tre,  inj  Lodl,  srec  one  tr^  haute  coDsid^ration, 

Yotre  trte  humble  et  tths  obdiaeant  serviteur, 

Le  PbINCE  de  BiNiVEKT. 


!nu>m(u  Clarkson,  Esq,,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUtngton, 

Mt  Lobd  Duke,  Pferis,  l2th  Sq>t.,  1814. 

I  write  to  your  Grace  to  say,  before  I  leave  Paris,  that  as  it  is  probable 
the  members  of  Congress  may  amount  to  seventy,  and  as  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  packet,  now  in  your  Grace*s  hotel,  consists  but  of  fifty,  that  I  have 
tliougbt  it  right  to  send  him  twenty  more  of  the  corrected  French  copies, 
which  will  accompany  this  letter,  and  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  desire 
Lieutenan^Colonel  Burgh,  when  he  sends  off  the  first  packet,  to  send  off 
the  second  also. 

I  have  also  sent  your  Lordship  thirty  corrected  French  copies,  all  that 
remain  of  the  thousand,  for  your  own  private  use. 

When  the  Essay  on  the  Lnpolicy  comes  out,  which  will  be  in  nine 
days,  I  have  ordered  forty  copies  to  be  sent  for  your  use  also,  and  the  rest 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly,  the  great  officers  of  state,  the  literary  men 
of  Paris,  and  all  the  journals. 

I  paid  this  day  not  only  for  the  first  pamphlet,  the  Address,  but  also  for 
the  Essay  on  the  Impolicy,  which  is  to  come  out,  so  that  your  Grace  will 
have  no  further  trouble  about  them. 

May  I  venture  now  to  say  what  I  would  do,  were  I  a  member  of  the 
Congress? 

I  would  first  try  with  all  my  might  to  get  rid  <$f  the  article  in  the 
treaty  entirely  and  immediately,  so  that  the  abolitioA  might  be  immediate 
and  imiversal ;  and  I  would,  if  the  French  would  accept  it,  even  give  up  a 
colony  in  exchange ;  that  is,  I  would  leave  no  stone  imtumed  to  secure 
immediate  abolition,  if  possible. 

But  if  after  all  my  exertions  I  could  not  get  it,  then  I  would  aim  at  two 
things : 

First,  to  reduce  the  five  years  to  two,  or  to  three  years  at  most,  and  I 
would  be  strenuous  on  that  point. 

Secondly,  to  have  all  the  coast  north  of  the  Line  freed  from  the  ravages 
of  the  slave  trade,  not  only  from  French,  but  Portuguese  and  Spanish 
ravages,  and  indeed  the  ravages  of  all  nations  whatever. 

After  this  I  would  conclude  in  the  following  manner : — I  would  get  a 
decree  from  the  Congress,  that  after  the  two,  three,  or  four  years  were 
expired,  no  nation  whatever  should  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  slave 
trade  at  all.  After  this  period  it  should  be  declared  to  be  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  and  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  piracy.  This  declaration 
should  be  guaranteed  by  all  the  contracting  parties  as  eternal,  whatever 
wars  they  might  afterwards  be  engaged  in  with  one  another.  The  same 
seals  which  guaranteed  the  government  of  France  to  the  Bourbons,  and 
the  restoration  of  territory  and  sEovemiuent  to  the  Spaniatd^  «xA  V^T\».^g(vc4», 
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should  guarantee  liberty  or  freedom  from  the  slave  trade  to  Africa.  A  day 
then  should  be  fixed,  after  which  any  slave  vessel,  found  to  be  such, 
should  be  liable  to  capture  and  to  be  treated  as  a  pirate.  This  latter  clause 
is  essentially  necessary.  All  the  contracting  Powers,  or  four  or  five  of  the 
most  powerful,  should  give  in  their  names  in  combination  for  the  execution 
of  the  Act. 

These,  my  Lord,  are  my  own  sentiments,  and  I  trust  you  will  excuse 
me  for  mentioning  them.  I  dare  not  mention  them  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 
lest  he  should  think  me  assuming  or  dictating ;  but,  if  your  Grace 
should  approve  of  them,  they  would  come  with  great  weight  from  you 
in  a  letter  to  his  Lordship.  May  I  ask  of  you  earnestly  to  recommend 
them? 

I  wish  your  Gbuce  health  and  every  earthly  happiness,  and  I  am,  with 

great  respect, 

Your  Grace's  obliged  servant, 

Thomas  Clabkson. 


[  783.  ]  To  the  Right  Eon.  Sir  Henry  WeUesley. 

My  DEAB  Henry,  Paris,  ISth  Sept,  1814. 

There  is  no  particular  news  here,  but  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
my  despatch  reporting  my  having  informed  the  King's  Ministers 
of  the  treaty  with  Spain.*  The  temper  with  which  this  com- 
munication has  been  received  shows  how  important  the  treaty 
is.  Indeed,  I  am  certain  that  the  best  mode  of  forcing  these 
gentlemen  to  be^  quiet  against  their  inclination  is  for  us  to  be 
on  good  terms  with  Spain.  They  are  now  inclined  to  be  quiet ; 
but  God  knows  how  long  this  inclination  may  last,  or  rather 
how  long  the  King  will  be  enabled  to  remain  quiet  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  his  army,  of  some  of  his  own  family,  and  of  many 
in  the  country.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  very  desirable  to  gratify 
him  in  his  wish  that  the  treaty  should  not  be  made  public,  as 
it  would  certainly  lower  him  in  the  public  estimation. 

I  think  it  not  improbable,  between  ourselves,  that  the  result 
of  the  Congress  at  Vienna  may  be  a  determination  to  remove 
Murat  firom  Naples,  and  to  endeavour  to  ^ve  the  King  of 
Spain  either  Parma  and  Placentia,  or  compensation  for  those 
possessions.  It  would  be  absolutely  necessary,  however,  that, 
if  the  interests  of  Spain  should  be  so  far  attended  to,  the  King 
should  cede  Olivenqa  to  the  Portuguese ;  and  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  Labrador  should  be  instructed  upon  this  point.     I 

*  See  letter  to  Viscount  Castlereagh,  12th  September,  1814,  WMnqUm 
De^patdies^  Ist  edition,  voL  zil  p.  109. 
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don't  know  whether  the  Duque  de  San  Carlos  can  be  trusted  so 
£ar  as  to  be  told  that  serious  intentions  are  entertained  of  oust- 
ing Murat ;  but  I  think  you  will  do  well  to  talk  to  him  on  the 
whole  subject,  and  to  urge  him  to  facilitate  an  arrangement  so 
beneficial  to  the  King's  fiunily,  by  being  prepared  to  make  this 
concession  in  case  the  King's  interests  are  attended  to.  I  have 
told  Lord  Castlereagh  that  I  should  write  to  you  upon  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  point  gained  if  you  could  get 
Labrador  instructed  to  make  this  concession  on  the  conditions 
above  specified. 

Let  me  know  when  you  will  come  here.  I  was  sorry  to  learn 
from  Pole  that,  in  intimating  your  intention  of  returning  to 
£ngland,  you  had  stated  that  yoiu:  office  would  then  be  at  Lord 
Castlereagh's  disposal.  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  Ministers 
are  well  disposed  towards  you ;  and  I  think  you  would  do  well 
to  explain  before  you  go  home  that  you  have  no  intention  of 
resigning,  if  that  is  not  your  fixed  intention. 

Ever,  my  dear  Henry,  yours  most  aflFectionately, 

Wellinqton. 


TP.  Hamilton,  Esq,,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingUm, 

My  dear  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  13th  Sept.,  1814. 

The  former  part  of  the  negotiations  at  Ghent  must  have  been  communi- 
cated to  you  by  Lord  Castlereagh. 

The  enclosed  is  the  draft  of  a  note  for  our  Commissioners  to  present, 
forwarded  from  hence  the  Ist  September,  and  given  in  by  them  on  the  4th, 
with  only  a  few  verbal  alterations. 

The  reply  is  this  instant  received.  It  rejects  all  our  proposals  respecting 
the  boundary  and  the  military  flag  on  the  Lakes,  and  refuses  even  to  refer 
them  to  their  government,  offering  at  the  same  time  to  pursue  the  nego- 
tiation on  the  other  points. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Grace's  obedient  faithful  servant, 

W.  Hahiltok. 

[Enclosubb.] 

Draft  of  Note  to  le  presented  by  the  Commissioners  at  Ghent ;  forwarded 
by  Earl  Bathurst  to  Mr,  Goulbum,  1st  Sept,,  1814. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  His  Majesty's  government  observes,  both  in 
the  tone  and  substance  of  the  whole  note,  so  little  disposition  on  the  part  of 
iho  American  government  to  enter  into  an  amicable  discussion.  oC  \^^  ies«t«X 
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points  which,  at  the  instance,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the  American  plenipo- 
tentiaries, the  undersigned,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  bringing  the  negotiation, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  a  tavonrable  termination,  did  with  the  utmost  frankness 
bring  forward  for  consideration,  although  they  were  perfectly  aware  tliat  in  so 
doing  they  departed  from  the  usual  course,  that  of  not  disclosing  all  their 
objects,  while  the  other  party  withheld  what  they  were  instructed  to  propose. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  war  between  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America  was  begun  by  the  latter  power  upon  the  pretence  of  maritime  rights, 
alleged  to  be  asserted  by  Great  Britain  and  disputed  by  the  goyemment  of 
the  United  States.  If  the  war  which  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Americans 
for  two  years  had  been  purely  a  maritime  war,  or  if  any  attack  which  had  been 
made  on  the  frontier  of  Canada  had  appeared  to  have  been  made  fbr  the  pur- 
pose of  diversion  and  of  occupying  the  British  forces  in  that  quarter,  any 
question  respecting  the  boundioies  of  Canada  might  have  been  considered  as 
unnecessary ;  but  it  is  notorious  to  the  whole  world  that  the  avowed  object  of 
the  American  goyemment  was  the  conquest  of  Canada,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  permanently  one  of  the  United  States.  Is  there  any  person  who  doubta 
that  if^  in  consequence  of  a  different  course  of  events  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  His  Blajesty's  government  had  been  unable  to  reinforce  their  armies 
in  Canada,  and  that  the  Americans  had  obtained  a  decided  superiority  in  that 
quarter,  they  would  have  availed  themselves  of  their  situation  to  obtain  im« 
portant  cessions  of  territory  on  the  side  of  Canada,  if  not  the  entire  abandon- 
ment of  that  country  by  Great  Britain  ?  And  is  the  American  government  to 
be  allowed  to  pursue  a  system  of  acquisition  and  aggrandisement  to  any  extent, 
even  to  that  of  provinces  and  kingdoms,  as  they  themselves'have  avowed,  when 
the  fortune  of  war  may  appear  to  have  been  in  their  &vour,  and  His  Majesty 
to  be  precluded,  under  advantageous  circumstances,  even  from  retaining  tiiose 
posts  which  the  valour  of  British  arms  may  have  placed  in  his  power,  because 
they  happen  to  be  situated  within  the  territories  allotted  under  former  treaties 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Such  a  principle  of  negotiation  was  never  avowed  at  any  period  antecedent 
to  that  of  the  revolutionary  government  of  France.  If  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  had  been  essentially  pacific,  which  the  plenipotentiaries  assert  it  ought 
to  be,  from  their  political  institutions,  from  the  habits  of  their  citizens,  and 
from  their  physical  situation,  it  might  not  have  been  necessary  to  propose  the 
precautionary  provision  now  under  discussion.  That  of  late  years,  at  least,  the 
American  government  have  been  influenced  by  a  very  different  principle,  by  a 
spirit  of  aggrandisement  not  necessary  to  their  extended  empire,  has  been  too 
clearly  manifested  by  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  by  an  attempt  to  wrest  by 
force  of  arms  from  a  nation  in  amity  the  two  Fioridas,  and  lastiy,  by  the 
avowed  intention  of  pennanentiy  annexing  the  Canadas  to  the  United  States. 
If^  then,  the  security  of  the  British  and  American  dominions  require  any 
sacrifices  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  people  of 
America  must  ascribe  them  to  the  declared  policy  of  their  own  government  in 
making  the  war,  not  a  war  of  self-defence  nor  one  for  the  redress  of  grievances, 
real  or  pretended,  but  a  war  of,  conquest  and  aggrandisement.  The  British 
government,  in  its  present  situation,  is  bound  in  duty  to  endeavour  to  secure 
its  dominions  in  North  America  against  a  renewal  of  those  attempts  which 
the  American  government  has  avowed  to  be  a  principle  of  policy,  and  which 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  in  any  succeeding  war  between  the  two 
countries  it  would  be  their  main  object  to  accomplish.  The  British  govern- 
ment proposed  that  the  military  possession  of  the  Lakes,  from  Lake  Ontario  to 
Lake  Superior,  should  be  seccffed  to  them,  because  the  command  of  these 
Lakes  affords  to  the  American  government  the  means  of  commencing  a  war  in 
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the  heart  of  Canada,  and  because  the  command  of  them  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  affords  no  effectual  means,  as  experience  has  proved,  of  really  annoying 
the  United  States. 

The  military  possession  of  these  Lakes  is,  therefore,  not  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  United  States.  When  the  relative  state  of  the  two  powers  in 
North  America  is  considered,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  British  do- 
minions in  that  quarter  do  not  contain  a  population  of  500,000  souIb,  whereas 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  contains  a  population  of  more  than  7,000,000  ; 
that  the  naval  resources  of  the  United  States  are  at  hand  for  attack,  and  that 
the  naval  resources  of  Great  Britain  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  proposal  for  allowing  the  territories  on  the  southern  banks  of  the  Lakes 
tbove  mentioned  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States,  provided 
ao  fortifications  are  erected  on  the  shores  and  no  armament  is  permitted  on 
the  waters,  haa  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  that  security,  and 
lot  the  acquisition  of  territory,  is  the  object  of  the  British  government,  and 
tiiat  they  have  no  desire  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  commercial 
concerns  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  be  desirous  of  carrying 
on  upon  the  Lakes  in  time  of  peace. 

The  undersigned  have  thus  explained  the  ground  upon  which  they  have 
brought  forward  the  propositions  contained  in  their  former  paper  respecting 
the  boundaries  of  the  British  dominion  in  North  America,  and  which  they 
understood  the  American  plenipotentiaries  were  desirous  should  be  fully 
detailed.    They  do  not  wish  to  insist  upon  them  beyond  what  the  circimi- 
stances  may  £ur]y  require.    They  are  ready  amicably  to  discuss  the  details 
of  them,  and  to  adopt  any  modifications  which  the  American  plenipotentiaries 
may  have  to  suggest,  if  they  are  not  incompatible  with  the  object  itself.    With 
respect  to  the  proposition  for  some  arrangement  respecting  the  boundary  of 
Maine,  by  which  a  direct  intercourse  may  be  established  between  HalifieuL  and 
Quebec,  the  American  plenipotentiaries  must  be  aware  that  this  boundary  has 
never  been  correctly  ascertained ;  that  the  one  maintained  at  present  by  thd 
American  government*  by  which  the  direct  communication  between  Halifax 
and  Quebec  becomes  interrupted,  was  not  in  contemplation  of  the  British 
plenipotentiaries,  at  least  when  the  treaty  of  1783  was  concluded ;  and  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  territory  in  question  is  actually  unoccupied.     The 
undersigned  are  persuaded  that  an  arrangement  on  tliis  point  might  be  easily 
made,  if  entered  into  with  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  without  any  prejudice  to  the 
interest  of  the  district  in  question.    As  the  necessity  for  fixing  some  boundary 
for  the  North-Westem  frontier  has  been  generally  acknowledged,  a  proposal 
for  a  discussion  on  that  subject  cannot  be  considered  as  a  demand  for  a  cession 
of  territory  from  the  United  Statea,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  assert  that 
there  is  no  limit  to  their  empire  in  that  direction,  and,  availing  themselves  of 
the  geographical  error  which  crept  into  the  treaty  of  1783,  acknowledge  no 
boundary  whatever.    Then,  Unquestionably,  any  proposition  to  fix  one,  be  it 
what  it  may,  must  be  considered  as  a  large  cession  of  territory  from  the  United 
States.    Is  the  American  government  prepared  to  assert  such  an  unlimited 
right,  contrary  to  the  evident  intention  of  the  treaty  itself?  or  ia  His  Majesty's 
government  to  understand  that  the  American  plenipotentiaries  are  willing  to 
acknowledge  the  boundary  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi 
(the  arrangement  made  by  a  convention  in  17  *  ,  but  not  ratified  by  the 
American  government)  as  that  by  which  their  government  is  ready  to  abide  ? 
The  British  plenipotentiaries  are  instructed  to  accept  favourably  such  a  pro- 
pontioD,  or  discuss  any  other  line  of  boundary  which  may  be  submitted  for 

*  Blank  in  manuscripi 


248     NOTE  TO  BE  PRESENTED  BY  BRITISH  COMMISSIONERS. 

consideration.  It  is  with  equal  astonishment  and  regret  that  His  Majesty's 
grovernment  finds  that  the  American  plenipotentiaries  not  only  decline  signing 
any  provisional  articles  by  which  the  Indian  tribes  who  have  taken  a  part  with 
Gh-eat  Britain  in  the  present  contest  may  be  included  in  the  peace  and  a 
boundary  assigned  to  them,  but  express  their  surprise  at  any  proposition  on 
the  subject  being  advanced.  The  American  plenipotentiaries  state  that  their 
g^vemment  could  not  have  expected  such  a  discussion,  and  appear  resolved 
at  once  to  reject  any  consideration  of  this  proposition,  representing  it  as  a 
demand  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  public  law,  tantamount  to 
a  cession  of  one-third  of  the  territorial  dominions  of  the  United  States,  and 
required  to  be  admitted  without  discussion. 

The  proposition  which  is  thus  represented  is,  that  the  Indian  nations  which 
have  been  during  the  war  in  alliance  with  Great  Britain  should  at  its  termina- 
tion be  included  in  the  padflcation,  and  that  tlie  British  government  is  willing 
to  take  as  a  basis  of  an  article  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary  for  those 
nations  the  stipulations  which  the  American  government  contracted  in  1795^ 
subject,  however,  to  modification.  After  the  declaration  publicly  made  ^U 
these  Indian  nations  by  the  Governor-General  of  Canada  that  Great  Britaii 
would  not  desert  them,  could  the  American  government  persuade  itself  tbst 
no  proposition  relating  to  the  tribes  would  be  advanced,  and  did  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  note  of  the  *  imply  so  great  a  sacrifice  of  our  honour,  or  exclude 

from  discussion  every  subject  except  what  immediately  related  to  the  maritime 
questions?  When  the  undersigned  assured  the  American  plenipotentiaries 
that  the  negotiation  might  terminate  in  a  peace  honourable  to  both  parties,  it 
could  not  be  imag^ed  that  the  American  plenipotentiaries  from  thence  con- 
cluded that  His  Majesty's  government  was  prepared  to  abandon  the  Indian 
nations  to  their  fate,  nor  could  it  have  been  foreseen  that  the  American  go- 
vernment would  have  considered  it  as  derogatory  to  its  honour  to  admit  a 
proposition  by  which  the  tranquillity  of  those  nations  might  be  secured. 
¥^ere  have  the  American  plenipotentiaries  learnt  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  public  law  to  include  allies  in  a  negotiation  for 
peace ;  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  civilized  nations  to  propose  that 
a  provision  should  be  made  for  future  security  ?  The  Treaty  of  Greenville 
established  the  boundaries  between  the  United  Statep  and  the  Indian  nations. 
The  American  plenipotentiaries  must  be  aware  that  the  war  which  has  since 
broken  out  has  abrogated  that  treaty.  Is  it  contrary  to  the  established  prin- 
ciples of  public  law  for  us  to  propose  that  this  treaty  shall,  on  the  pacification* 
be  renewed,  subject  to  such  modifications  as  the  case  may  render  necessary  ? 
Or  is  it  unreasonable  to  propose  that  this  stipulation  should  be  amended,  and 
that  some  arrangement  should  be  made  which  would  provide  for  tlie  existence 
of  a  neutral  power  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States^  calculated  to 
promote  a  continuance  of  the  blessings  of  peace  between  them  ? 

So  fax  was  the  specific  proposition  roq>ecting  the  Indian  boundaries  insisted 
on  as  one  to  be  admitted  without  discussion,  that  terms  could  not  have  been 
used  of  greater  latitude,  and  which  appeared  not  only  not  to  preclude,  but  even 
to  invite  discussion.  If  the  basis  proposed  could  convey  away  one-third  of  the 
territorial  dominions  of  the  United  States,  the  American  plenipotentiaries 
must  bo  aware  that  the  American  government  itself  conveyed  it  away  by  the 
Greenville  Treaty  in  1795. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  that  treaty  without  remarking  how  inconsistent  the 
present  pretensions  of  the  American  government  are  with  the  preamble  and 
provisions  of  it.    The  boundary-line  between  the  lands  of  the  United  States 

*  Blank  in  manuscript. 
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and  the  limits  of  the  Indian  tiihes  are  therein  expressly  stipulated.  The 
general  character  of  the  treaty  with  independent  nations,  and  the  very  stipu- 
lation which  the  American  plenipotentiaries  refer  to  that  the  Indian  tribes 
should  sell  their  lands  only  to  the  United  States,  is  a  proof,  but  for  that  stipu- 
lation, that  they  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  them.  The  American  government 
has  now  for  the  first  time  declared  all  the  Indian  tribes  to  be  its  subjects, 
living  upon  sufferance  within  its  territories,  from  whence  it  claims  a  right  at 
any  time  to  dispossess  them,  menacing  thereby  their  final  extinction.  Against 
such  a  system  the  British  government  must  formally  protest  The  terms  on 
which  Uie  proposition  is  made  for  assigning  to  the  Indian  nations  some 
boundary,  manifest  (it  is  repeated)  no  unwillingness  to  discuss  any  other  pro- 
position, or  any  modification  of  that  which  is  offered.  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment is  ready  to  enter  into  the  same  engagements  with  respect  to  tiie  Indians 
living  within  this  line  of  demarcation  aa  that  which  is  proposed  to  the  American 
government.  It  can,  therefore,  only  be  from  a  complete  misapprehension  that 
it  can  be  represented  as  being  not  reciprocal,  neither  can  it  with  any  truth  be 
represented  as  one  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  public  law,  or 
derogatory  to  the  honour  or  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  the  American  go- 
vernment, or  as  a  demand  required  to  be  admitted  without  discussion.  After 
this  full  exposition  of  the  sentiments  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers  on  the  points 
above  stated,  it  will  be  for  the  American  Commissioners  to  determine  whether 
they  are  ready  now  to  continue  the  negotiation,  or  whether  they  are  disposed 
to  refer  to  their  government  for  further  instructions,  or  lastly,  whether  they 
will  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  breaking  off  tiie  negotiation 
altogether. 


Note  presented  by  the  American  Commissioners  to  those  of  England  at 

Ghent,  ^th  Sept,  1814. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  note  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  dated  the  4th  instant.  If,  in  the 
tone  or  the  substance  of  the  former  note  of  the  undersigned,  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  have  perceived  little  proof  of  any  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  American  government  for  a  discussion  of  some  of  the  propositions 
advanced  in  the  first  note  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving from  them,  they  will  ascribe  it  to  the  nature  of  the  propositions 
themselves,  to  their  apparent  incompatibility  with  the  assurances  in  Lord 
Castlereagh^s  letter  to  the  American  Secretary  of  State  proposing  this 
negotiation,  and  with  the  solemn  assurances  of  the  British  Plenijyoteutiaries 
themselves  to  the  undersigned  at  their  first  conference  with  them. 

The  undersigned,  in  reference  to  an  observation  of  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, must  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  objects  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  had  in  view  have  not  been  withheld.  The  subjects 
considered  as  suitable  for  discussion  were  fairly  brought  forward  in  the 
conference  of  the  9th  ultimo,  and  the  terms  on  which  the  United  States 
were  willing  to  conclude  the  peace  were  frankly  and  explicitly  declared  in 
the  note  of  the  undersigned  dated  the  24th  ultimo.  It  had  been  con- 
fidently hoped  that  the  nature  of  those  terms,  so  evidently  framed  in  a 
sincere  spirit  of  conciliation,  would  have  induced  Great  Britain  to  adopt 
them  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty  ;  and  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  under- 
signed, if  they  have  rightly  understood  the  meaning  of  the  last  note  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  perceive  that  they  still  insbt  on  the  exclusive 
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military  possession  of  the  Lakes,  and  on  a  pennanent  boundary  and  inde- 
pendent territory  for  the  Indians  residing  within  the  dominions  of  the 
United  States. 

The  first  demand  is  grounded  on  the  supposition  that  the  American 
government  has  manifested  by  its  proceedings  towards  Spain,  by  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  by  purchases  of  Indian  lands,  and  by  an  avowed 
intention  of  permanently  annexing  the  CanadAS  to  the  United  States,  a 
spirit  of  aggrandizement  and  conquest  which  justifies  the  demand  of  extra- 
ordinary sacrifices  from  them  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  British 
possessions  in  America. 

In  the  observations  which  the  undersigned  felt  it  their  duty  to  make  on 
the  new  demands  of  the  British  government,  they  confined  their  animad- 
versions to  the  nature  of  the  demands  themselves.  They  did  not  seek  for 
illustrations  of  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  her  conduct  in  various 
quarters  of  the  globe  towards  other  nations,  for  which  she  was  not  ac- 
countable to  the  United  States.  Tet  the  undersigned  will  say  that  their 
government  has  ever  been  ready  to  arrange  in  the  most  amicable  manner 
with  Si)ain  the  question  respecting  the  boundaries  of  Louisiaua  and  Florida, 
and  that  of  iudemnitics  acknowledged  by  Spain  to  be  due  to  American 
citizens.  How  the  peaceable  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  or  the  purchase  of 
lands  within  the  acknowledged  territories  of  the  United  States,  both  made 
by  fair  and  voluntary  treaties  for  satisfactory  equivaleots,  can  be  ascribed 
to  a  spirit  of  conquest  dangerous  to  their  neighbours,  the  undersigned  are 
altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand. 

Nor  has  the  conquest  of  Canada  and  its  permanent  annexation  to  the 
United  States  been  the  declared  object  of  their  government.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  war  to  the  present  time,  the  American  government 
has  been  always  willing  to  make  pence  without  obtaining  any  cession  of 
territory,  and  on  the  sole  condition  that  the  maritime  questions  might  be 
satisfactorily  arraifged.  Such  was  their  disposition  in  the  month  of  July, 
1812,  when  they  instructed  Mr.  Russell  to  make  the  ]iroposal  of  an  armis- 
tice ;  in  the  month  of  October  of  the  same  year,  when  Mr.  Monroe  answered 
Admiral  Warren's  proposal  to  the  same  effect;  in  April,  1813,  when 
instructions  were  given  to  three  of  the  undersigDed,  then  appointed  to  treat 
of  peace  under  the  mediation  of  Russia  ;  and  in  January,  1814,  when  the 
instructions  under  which  the  undersigned  are  now  acting  were  pre^iared. 

The  proposition  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  is  that  in  order  to  secure 
the  frontier  of  Canada  against  attack,  the  United  States  should  leave  their 
own  without  defence  ;  and  it  seems  to  be  forgotten  that  if  their  superior 
population  and  the  proximity  of  their  resources  give  them  any  advantage 
in  that  quarter,  it  is  balanced  by  the  great  difference  between  the  military 
establishments  of  the  two  nations.  No  sudden  invasion  of  Canada  by  tlie 
United  States  could  lie  made  without  leaving  on  the  Atlantic  shores  and 
on  the  ocean,  exposed  to  the  great  superiority  of  British  force,  a  mass  of 
American  property  far  more  valuable  than  Canada.  In  her  relative 
superior  force  to  that  of  the  United  States  in  every  other  quarter.  Great 
Britain  may  find  a  pledge  much  more  efiBcacious  for  the  safety  of  a  single 
vulnerable  part  than  in  stipulations  ruinous  to  the  interests  and  de- 
grading to  the  honour  of  America.  The  best  security  for  the  possessions 
of  both  countries  will,  however,  be  found  in  an  equal  and  solid  peace,  in  a 
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mutual  respect  for  the  rights  of  each  other,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  a 
friendly  understanding  between  them.  If  there  be  any  source  of  jealousy 
in  relation  to  Canada  itself,  it  will  be  found  to  exist  solely  in  the  un<lue 
interference  of  traders  and  agents,  which  may  be  easily  removed  by  proper 
restraints. 

The  only  American  posts  on  the  Lakes  known  to  have  been  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  negotiation  held  by  force  are  Michilimackinac  and 
Niagara.  As  the  United  States  were  at  the  same  time  in  possession  of 
Amherstburgh  and  the  adjacent  country,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  mere 
occupation  of  these  two  forts  can  give  any  claim  to  His  Britannic  Majesty 
to  large  cessions  of  territory  founded  upon  the  right  of  conquest ;  and  the 
undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  even  if  the  chances  of  war 
should  yield  to  the  British  arms  a  momentary  possession  of  other  parts  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  such  events  would  not  alter  their  views 
with  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  peace  to  which  they  would  give  their 
consent.  Without  recurring  to  examples  drawn  from  the  revolutionary 
governments  of  France,  or  to  a  more  recent  and  illustrious  triumph  of 
fortitude  in  adversity,  they  have  been  taught  by  their  own  history  that  the 
occupation  of  their  principal  cities  should  produce  no  despondency,  nor 
induce  submission  to  the  dismemberment  of  their  empire,  or  to  the  aban- 
donment of  any  one  of  those  rights  which  constitute  a  part  of  their  national 
independence. 

The  general  position  that  it  was  consistent  with  the  principles  of  public 
law  and  with  the  practice  of  dvilized  nations  to  include  allies  in  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  to  provide  for  their  security,  never  was  called  in  question  by 
the  undersigned ;  but  they  have  denied  the  right  of  Great  Britain, 
according  to  those  principles  and  to  her  own  practice,  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  Indian  tribes  residing  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  acknowledged  by  herself,  to  consider  such  tribes  as  her  allies, 
or  to  treat  for  them  with  the  United  States :  they  will  not  repeat  the 
arguments  already  brought  forward  by  them  in  support  of  this  position, 
which  remain  unanswered.  The  observations  made  by  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries on  the  Treaty  of  Greenville,  and  their  assertion  that  the  United 
States  now  for  the  first  time  deny  the  absolute  independence  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  claim  the  exclusive  right  of  purchasing  their  lands,  require, 
however,  some  notice. 

If  the  United  States  had  now  asserted  that  the  Indians  within  their 
boundaries  who  have  acknowledged  the  United  States  as  their  only  pro- 
tectors, were  their  subjects  living  only  at  sufferance  on  their  lands,  for 
from  being  the  first  in  making  that  assertion,  they  would  only  have  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  principles  invariably  and  uniformly  asserted  in 
substance,  and  frequently  avowed  in  express  terms,  by  the  British  govern- 
ment itself.  What  was  the  meaning  of  all  the  colonial  charters  granted 
by  the  British  Monarchs,  from  that  of  Virginia  by  Elizabeth  to  that  of 
Georgia  by  the  immediate  predecessors  of  the  present  King,  if  the  Indians 
were  the  sovereigns  and  proprietors  of  the  lands  bestowed  by  those  charters? 
What  was  the  meaning  of  that  article  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  by  which 
the  Five  Nations  were  described  in  terms  as  subject  to  the  dominion  of 
Great  Britain,  or  that  of  the  treaty  of  the  Cherokees,  by  which  it  was 
declared  that  tha  King  of  Great  Britain  granted  them  the  privilege  oC 
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living  where  they  pleased,  if  those  subjects  were  independent  sovereigns, 
and  these  tenants  at  the  licence  of  the  British  King  were  the  rightful 
lords  of  the  lands  where  he  granted  them  permission  to  live  ?  What  was 
the  meaning  of  that  Proclamation  of  His  present  Britannic  Majesty,  issued 
in  1763,  declaring  all  purchases  of  lands  from  the  Indians  null  and  void 
unless  made  by  treaties  held  under  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment,  if  the  Indians  had  the  right  to  sell  their  lands  to  whom  they 
pleased  ?  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  boundary  lines  of  American  terri* 
tories  in  all  the  treaties  of  Great  Britain  with  other  European  Powers 
having  American  possessions,  particularly  in  the  Treaty  of  1763,  by  which 
she  acquired  from  France  the  sovereignty  and  possession  of  the  Canadas  ; 
in  her  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States  of  1783 ;  nay,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  the  North- Western  boundary  line  now  proposed  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  themselves,  if  it  be  the  rightful  possession  and  sovereignty 
of  independent  Indians  of  which  these  boundaries  dispose  ?  Is  it  indeed 
necessary  to  ask  whether  Great  Britain  ever  has  permitted  or  would  permit 
any  foreign  nation,  or  without  her  consent  any  of  her  subjects,  to  acquire 
lands  from  the  Indians  in  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  or 
in  Canadal  In  formally  protesting  against  this  system,  it  is  against  a  novel 
pretension  of  the  American  government,  it  is  against  the  most  solemn  acts 
of  their  own  Sovereigns,  against  the  Royal  proclamations,  charters,  and 
treaties  of  Great  Britain  for  more  than  two  centuries,  from  the  first 
aettlement  of  North  America  to  the  present  day,  that  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries protest.  From  the  rigour  of  this  system,  however,  as  practised 
by  Great  Britain  and  all  the  other  European  Powers  in  America,  the 
humane  and  liberal  policy  of  the  United  States  has  voluntarily  relaxed. 
A  celebrated  writer  on  the  laws  of  nations,  to  whose  authority  British 
jurists  have  taken  particular  satisfaction  in  appealing,  after  stating  in  the 
most  explicit  manner  the  legitimacy  of  colonial  settlements  in  America  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  rights  of  uncivilized  Indian  tribes,  has  taken  occasion 
to  praise  the  moderation  of  the  first  settlers  of  New  England,  and  of  the 
founder  of  Pennsylvania,  in  having  purchased  of  the  Indians  the  lands  they 
resolved  to  cultivate,  notwithstanding  their  being  furnished  with  a  charter 
from  their  Sovereign.  It  is  this  example  which  the  United  States,  since 
they  became  by  their  independence  the  Sovereigns  of  the  territory,  have 
adopted  and  organised  into  a  political  system.  Under  that  system  the 
Indians  residing  within  the  United  States  are  so  far  independent  that 
they  live  under  their  own  customs,  and  not  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States ;  that  their  rights  upon  the  lands  where  they  inhabit  or  hunt  are 
secured  to  them  by  boundaries  defined  in  amicable  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  themselves ;  and  that  whenever  those  boundaries 
are  varied,  it  is  also  by  amicable  and  voluntary  treaties,  by  which  they 
receive  from  the  United  States  ample  compensation  for  every  right  they 
have  to  the  lands  ceded  by  them.  They  are  so  far  dependent  as  not  to 
have  the  right  to  dispose  of  their  lands  to  any  private  persons,  nor  to  any 
Power  other  than  the  United  States,  and  to  be  under  their  protection 
alone,  and  not  under  that  of  any  other  Power.  AVhether  called  subjects, 
or  by  whatever  name  designated,  such  is  the  relation  between  them  and  the 
United  States.  That  relation  is  neither  asserted  now  for  the  first  time,  nor 
did  it  originate  with  the  Treaty  of  Greenville :  these  principles  have  been 
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uniformly  recognised  by  the  Indians  themselves,  not  only  by  that  treaty, 
but  in  all  the  previous  as  well  as  subsequent  treaties  between  them  and 
the  United  States. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville  neither  took  from  the  Indians  the  right,  which 
they  had  not,  of  selling  lands  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
to  foreign  governments  as  subjects,  nor  ceded  to  them  the  right  of 
exercising  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  the  boundary  line  assigned.  It  was 
merely  declaratory  of  the  public  law  in  relation  to  the  parties,  founded  on 
principles  previously  and  universally  recognised.  It  left  to  the  United 
States  the  rights  of  exercising  sovereignty  and  of  acquiring  soil,  and  bears 
no  analogy  to  the  proposition  of  Great  Britain  which  requires  the  abandon- 
ment of  both. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  state  in  their  last  note  that  Great  Britain 
is  ready  to  enter  into  the  same  engagement  with  respect  to  the  Indians 
living  within  her  line  of  demarcation  as  that  which  is  proposed  to  the 
United  States.  The  undersigned  will  not  dwell  on  the  immense  inequality 
of  value  between  the  territories  which,  under  such  arrangement,  would  be 
assigned  by  each  nation,  respectively,  to  the  Indians,  and  which  alone 
would  make  the  reciprocity  merely  nominal.  The  condition  which  would 
be  thus  imposed  on  Great  Britain,  not  to  acquire  lands  in  Canada  from  the 
Indians,  would  be  productive  of  no  advantage  to  the  United  States,  and  is 
therefore  no  equivalent  for  the  sacrifice  required  of  them.  They  do  not 
consider  that  it  belongs  to  the  United  States,  in  any  respect,  to  interfere 
with  the  concerns  of  Great  Britain  in  her  American  possessions,  or  with  her 
policy  towards  the  Indians  residing  there;  and  they  cannot  consent  to 
any  interference  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  with  their  own  conceins,  and 
particularly  with  the  Indians  living  within  their  territories.  It  may  be 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  limit  her  settlements  in  Canada  to  their 
present  extent,  and  to  leave  the  country  to  the  west  a  perpetual  wilder- 
ness, to  be  for  ever  inhabited  by  scattered  tribes  of  hunters  ;  but  it  would 
inflict  a  vital  injury  on  the  United  States  to  have  a  line  run  through  their 
territory  beyond  which  their  settlements  should  for  ever  be  excluded  from 
extending,  thereby  arresting  the  natural  growth  of  their  population  and 
strength,  placing  the  Indians,  substantially,  by  virtue  of  the  proposed 
guarantee,  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  dooming  them  to  per- 
petual barbarism,  and  leaving  an  extensive  frontier  for  ever  exposed  to 
their  savage  incursions. 

With  respect  to  the  mere  question  of  peace  with  the  Indians,  the 
undersigned  have  already  explicitly  assured  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that,  so  far  as  it  depended  on  the  United  States,  it  would  immediately  and 
necessarily  follow  a  peace  with  Great  Britain.  If  this  be  her  sole  object, 
no  provision  in  the  treaty  to  that  effect  is  necessary.  Provided  the  Indians 
will  now  consent  to  it,  peace  will  immediately  be  made  with  them,  and 
they  >vill  be  reinstated  in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities.  Should  a  continuance  of  the  war  compel 
the  United  States  to  alter  their  policy  towards  the  Indians  who  may  still 
take  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  she  alone  must  be  responsible  for  the  con- 
sequences of  her  own  act,  in  having  induced  them  to  withdraw  themselves 
from  the  protection  of  the  United  States.  The  employment  of  savages 
whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  the  indiscriminate  torture  and  butchery  of 
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women,  children,  and  prisoners,  is  itself  a  departure  from  the  principles  of 
humanity  observed  between  all  civilized  and  Christian  nations  even  in  war. 
The  United  States  have  constantly  protested,  and  still  protest,  against  it  as 
an  unjustifiable  aggravation  of  the  calamities  and  horrors  of  war.  Of  the 
peculiar  atrocities  of  Indian  warfare,  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  in  whose 
behalf  she  now  demands  sacrifices  from  the  United  States,  have  during  the 
present  war  shown  many  deplorable  examples  :  among  them  the  massacre 
in  cold  blood  of  wounded  prisoners,  and  the  refusal  of  the  rites  of  burial  to 
the  dead  under  the  eyes  of  British  officers,  who  could  only  plead  their  in- 
ability to  control  these  savage  auxiliaries,  have  been  repeated,  and  are 
notorious  to  the  world.  The  United  States  might  at  all  tiroes  have 
employed  the  same  kind  of  force  against  Great  Britain,  and  to  a  greater 
extent  than  it  was  in  her  power  to  employ  it  against  them ;  but  from  their 
reluctance  to  resort  to  means  so  abhorrent  to  the  natural  feelings  of 
humanity  they  abstained  from  the  \ise  of  them  until  compelled  to  the 
alternative  of  employing  themselves  Indians  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  drawn  into  the  ranks  of  their  enemies.  The  undersigned,  in  suggesting 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  the  propriety  of  an  article  by  which  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  should  reciprocally  stipulate  never  hereafter, 
if  they  should  again  be  at  war,  to  employ  savages  in  it,  believe  that  it 
would  be  infinitely  more  favourable  to  the  humanity  and  Christian  temper 
of  both  parties,  more  advantageous  to  the  Indians  themselves,  and  better 
adapted  to  secure  their  permanent  peace,  tranquillity,  and  progressive 
dvilization,  than  the  boundary  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

With  regard  to  the  cession  of  a  part  of  the  district  of  Maine,  as  to  which 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  are  unable  to  reconcile  the  objections  made  by 
the  undersigned  with  their  previous  declarations,  they  have  the  honour  to 
observe  that  at  the  conference  of  the  8th  ultimo  the  British  Plenipotenti- 
aries stated  as  one  of  the  subjects  suitable  for  discussion  a  revision  of  the 
boundary  line  between  the  British  and  American  territories,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  uncertainty  and  dispute,  and  that  it  was  on  the  point  thus 
stated  that  the  undersigned  declared  that  they  were  provided  with  in- 
structions from  their  government ;  a  declaration  which  did  not  imply  that 
they  were  instructed  to  make  any  cession  of  territory  in  any  quarter,  or  to 
agree  to  the  revision  of  the  line,  or  to  any  exchange  of  territory  where 
no  uncertainty  or  dispute  existed. 

The  undersigned  perceive  no  uncertainty  or  matter  of  doubt  in  the  Treaty 
of  1783  with  respect  to  that  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  district  of  Maine 
which  would  be  affected  by  the  proposal  of  Great  Britain  on  that  subject. 
They  never  have  understood  that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  who  signed 
the  treaty  had  contemplated  a  boundary  different  from  that  fixed  by  the 
treaty,  and  which  requires  nothing  more  in  order  to  be  definitively  ascer- 
tained than  to  be  surveyed  in  conformity  with  its  provisions.  This  subject 
not  having  been  a  matter  of  uncertainty  or  dispute,  the  undersigned  are  not 
instructed  upon  it ;  and  they  can  have  no  authority  to  cede  any  part  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  even  for  what  the  British  government  might 
consider  a  fair  equivalent. 

In  regard  to  the  boundary  for  the  north-western  frontier,  so  soon  as  the 
proposition  of  Indian  boundary  is  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  have  no 
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objection,  with  the  explanation  given  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  in 
their  last  note,  to  discuss  the  subject. 

The  undersigned  in  their  former  note  stated  with  frankness,  and  will 
now  repeat,  that  the  two  propositions,  1st,  of  assigning  in  the  proposed 
treaty  of  peace  a  definite  boundary  to  the  Indians  living  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  beyond  which  boundary  they  should  stipulate  not  to 
acquire  by  purchase  or  otherwise  any  territory ;  2ndly,  of  securing  the 
exclusive  military  possession  of  the  Lakes  to  Groat  Britain,  are  both  inad- 
missible ;  and  that  they  cannot  subscribe  to,  and  would  deem  it  useless  to 
refer  to  their  government,  any  arrangement,  even  provisional,  containiiig 
either  of  those  propositions.  With  this  understanding,  the  undersigned  are 
now  ready  to  continue  the  negotiation,  and,  as  they  have  already  expressed, 
to  discuss  all  the  points  of  difference,  or  which  might  hereafter  tend  in  any 
degree  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries. 

The  tmdersigned,  &o, 

John  Quinct  Adams. 
J.  A.  Bayabd. 
Jonathan  Russell. 
Albebt  Gallatin. 


To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  '        [  784.  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris.  14th  Sept,  1814. 

A  person  called  upon  roe  yesterday,  and  informed  me  that 
he  held  in  his  hands  the  original  of  a  joint  bond  from  the 
Prince  Regent,  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  for  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  which  had  been  raised  here 
for  those  Princes  in  the  year  1790,  on  notes,  each  of  the  value 
of  one  hundred  pounds.  The  interest  had  been  paid  on  these 
notes  for  two  or  three  years,  but  had  afterwards  been  discon- 
tinued entirely ;  and  the  holders  of  them  now  claim  the  sums 
due  to  them,  as  principal  and  interest,  fi*om  the  person  who 
came  to  me,  who  represents  himself  as  the  representative  of 
De  Beaume,  who  negotiated  the  loan  for  the  Princes.  I  enclose 
you  some  papers  which  this  person  left  with  me,  which  are 
copies  of  some  of  those  he  has  in  his  possession.  He  has  pro- 
mis^  to  call  again  in  a  day  or  two,  with  copies  of  the  whole 
and  a  statement  of  what  he  knows  of  this  transaction,  when  I 
will  write  to  you  again.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  thought  it 
proper  not  to  lose  any  time  in  making  you  acquainted  with  a 
circumstance  so  interesting  to  the  Prince. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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Lord  Beresford  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  cf  Wellington, 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Lisbon,  15th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  been  returned  here  about  three  weeks,  and  I  have  bad  full  time  to 
observe  and  see  the  feelings  and  objects  of  those  who  now  govern  this 
kingdom,  and  I  confess  I  had  not  formed  to  myself  the  idea  of  how  soon 
these  persons  would  transform  themselves  and  all  things  around  them  into 
pretty  near  what  we  may  conceive  they  were  some  ten  or  twelve  years 
since.  The  governors  have  become  very  high  and  dignified  pei-sonages, 
and  they  appear  to  wish  to  show  they  can  walk  out  of  leading  strings 
without  dreading  or  certainly  wishing  to  be  observed  the  stumbles  they 
make.  They  are  now  at  liberty  to  follow  their  favourite  object  of 
popularity,  and  they  are  extremely  jealous  that  any  one  should  partake 
with  them  in  that  desirable  acquisition ;  and  Forjaz  told  me  the  other  day 
that  the  government  was  now  very  popular,  and  said  it  with  great  dignity, 
and  almost  as  a  reproach  to  me.  They  are  the  same  people  you  knew 
when  in  Portugal,  except  Forjaz,  who  is  the  same  person  you  knew 
previously  to  your  last  coming  here.  He  is  again  turned  the  true  and 
good  Portuguese,  and  does  not  think  this  nation  need  be  dependent  uix)n 
any  nation.  Of  the  governors  of  the  kingdom  as  when  you  were  here ; — the 
Patriarch  is  dead,  and  Baymundo  does  not  at  present  attend  from  ill-bealth, 
80  that  the  Begency  is  composed  of  the  Marquesses  01  hi^,  Borba,  and  the 
Principal  Souza.  The  first,  you  know,  sleeps  whilst  the  others  discuss, 
and  on  awakening  nods  assent  to  what  he  is  quite  ignorant  of;  the 
second,  I  fear,  is  a  decided  enemy  to  what  is  English,  from  the  repre- 
sentations relative  to  the  Erario,  and  the  proposal  by  you  and  Stuart  that 
he  should  be  displaced  from  it.  The  Principal  continues  the  same,  ever 
projecting  and  scheming  and  talking,  but  never  concluding  any  thing ; 
but,  admitting  for  a  little  Portuguese  feeling,  he  is,  I  believe,  the 
honourable-intentioned  man,  who  unintentionally  mars  what  he  wishes. 

On  my  return,  I  found  the  whole  of  these  most  anxious  for  a  diminu- 
tion in  Uie  number  of  British  officers ;  which,  after  a  little  conversation,  I 
found  meant  their  entire  exclusion,  and  that  is  the  real  desire  and  object. 
I  have  had  several  conversations  with  Don  Miguel,  and  though  there  are  a 
great  number  of  hums  and  haws,  the  obvious  result  comes  to  be  the 
strongest  desire  to  get  rid  of  the  British  officers.  Many  reasons  were 
assigned,  which,  being  extremely  futile,  were  easily  observed  uix)n  and 
answered ;  and  indeed  the  governors  seemed  so  unprepared  to  express  any 
thing  more  than  the  desire,  that  the  reasons  have  been  made  to  fit  that. 
I  have  pointed  out  to  them  that,  in  respect  to  national  feeling,  or  as  to 
what  other  nations  may  think  of  them,  there  are  no  nations  which  do  not 
employ  foreign  officers,  and  many  of  the  principal  of  Europe  to  a  pro- 
portion beyond  what  is  proposed  to  them ;  tbat  it  is  the  policy  of  most 
qations  to  receive  foreign  officers,  and,  as  it  is,  has  been  particularly  that 
of  Portugal,  as  to  encourage  them  she  gave  at  times  double  pay,  and  at 
all  times  a  gratification  beyond  what  she  gave  her  own  officers.  It  seems 
strange  that  she  should  choose  so  extraordinary  a  period  as  the  present, 
not  to  refuse  the  taking  of  any,  but  to  get  rid  of  those  she  has,  the  benefit 
of  whose  services  neither  prejudice  nor  envy  can  deny.    The  period  the 
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choose  for  this  measure  is,  in  another  point  of  view,  no  less  singular, 
that  when  the  army  is  going  to  receive  ahsolutely  a  new  organization,  and 
one  to  which  the  country  is  an  absolute  stranger,  and  which,  to  carry  into 
execution  with  any  good  effect,  requires  the  superintendence  and  vigilance 
of  the  best  and  most  active  officers^  and  those  accustomed  to  commands, 
and  of  experience.  It  is  at  this  period  they  desire  absolutely  to  dis- 
organize that  part  of  tbeir  army  on  which  all  depends,  the  officer  part ; 
and  of  that  the  most  essential,  the  class  of  superior  officers.  It  is  as  if 
they  proposed  to  keep  a  vessel  in  its  regular  course  by  keeping  up  tbe 
sails  and  letting  fly  the  sheets  and  tacks.  But  the  truth  is,  it  is  all  from 
a  narrowness  of  mind,  and  that  they  think,  by  showing  nationality,  they 
will  procure  popularity,  and  they  take  it  for  granted  it  will  be  popular 
because  some  of  their  toad-eaters  and  private  informers  tell  them  so.  To 
me,  as  far  as  their  private  and  personal  assurances  go,  they  declare  the 
highest  regard,  and  express  the  strongest  wishes  that  I  may  remain ;  but  all 
their  public  acts  show  they  have  the  greatest  jealousy  of  me,  and  fear 
extremely  that  the  army  should  consider  any  of  the  little  rewards  they 
are  getting,  as  owing  to  my  advice  or  interference ;  and  I  must  do  so  much 
justice  as  to  say  that  I  really  believe  they  owe  them  as  much  to  the  fear 
(however  most  unnecessary)  of  their  Excellencies  as  to  my  recommenda- 
tion, for  the  troops,  on  their  arrival  at  Lisbon,  which  had  been  most 

'extremely  well  received  in  the  provinces,  were  most  extremely  ill  received 
here :  indeed  they  were  not  taken  the  slightest  notice  of,  except  that  the 
government  ordered  a  dinner  at  *      cruzados  a  head  to  be  prepared  for  them, 

^  on  the  day  of  their  respective  arrival,  and  at  an  inn  to  which  the  officers, 
it  appears,  declined  going,  until  they  were  told  the  government  would  be 
offended.  However,  the  troops  were  much  dissatisfied,  and  spoke  loudly 
against  the  treatment  they  received,  and  angrily.  This  was  before  my 
arrival.  This  annoyed  the  government,  and  especially  Don  Miguel,  and 
the  consequence  has  been  favourable,  as  it  was  wished  to  recover  their 
good  opinion,  and  yesterday  we  had  a  grand  parade  of  all  the  troops  for 
their  Excellencies  to  see,  and  the  favours  conceded  were  published,  care 
being  previously  taken  that  even  the  publication  should  not  go  through  the 
commander-in-chief.  However,  they  did  me  the  honour  on  all  to  consult 
me ;  and  the  thing  being  done,  I  will  not  quarrel  with  the  meaus ;  and 
really,  under  the  circumstances,  I  must  say,  there  has  been  a  fair  con- 
sideration enough,  and  that  the  additions  in  general  to  the  pay  are  liberal. 
The  number  of  British  officera  which  the  Regents  consider  most  sufficient 
to  retain  is:  1  Major-Qeneral,  2  Brigadiers,  2  Colonels,  2  Lieutenant- 
Colonels,  2  Majors,  and  30  Captains ;  and  when  I  observed  that  if  they 
restricted  the  numbers,  I  at  least  ought  to  point  out  the  classes  that 
would  be  most  useful,  Don  Miguel  candidly  said,  they  wished  for  the 
higher  posts  to  give  to  their  own  officers,  and  my  observing  to  him  that 
they  had  not  as  yet  officers  fit  to  be  placed  there  was  of  no  effect ;  and,  in 
fact,  reasoning  or  argument  is  of  no  use  where  people  have  made  up  their 
minds,  from  whatever  the  motive  may  be.  I  concluded  (and  the  British 
minister  here,  Casamajor,  was  present)  by  informing  Forjaz  that  as  far 
as  my  opimon  was  worth  his  knowledge,  it  was  that  under  the  actual 
circumstances  of  the  Portuguese  army,  and  the  proposed  arrangements  for 

*  Blank  in  manuscript. 
VOL.  IX.  ^ 
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it,  there  was  not  a  man  in  Europe  could  keep  up  its  discipline  if  the 
reduction  of  British  ofScers,  as  stated  by  the  governors,  took  place ;  that  I 
was,  however,  sure  that  I  could  not,  nor  would  pretend  to  be  able  to  do 
it;  and  that  they  might  therefore  reckon  u|)on  my  withdrawing,  if 
the  ministers  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  should,  on  his 
arrival,  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  Regents.  Forjaz  used  many  other 
reasons  than  I  have  enumerated  here  for  the  dismission  of  the  British 
officers,  such  as  their  continuing  to  receive  any  pay  or  emolument  from 
any  other  government,  as  detaching  their  dci)endcnce  from  Portugal: 
however,  he  pointed  out,  they  had  already  had  half-pay  British  officers. 
In  short,  the  budget  of  reasons  has  been  ransacked;  but  what  most 
encouraged  them  was  Lord  Castlcreagh  having  -  told  Funchal  the  British 
gpvemment  desired  the  British  officers  to  be  reduced  as  much  as  possible, 
and  which  he  communicated  to  this  government,  and  they  will  not  con- 
sider Lord  Castlereagh's  desire  as  a  relative  one,  but  choose  to  construe  it 
to  fit  their  own  object.  However,  after  all  this,  the  Regents  say  that  this 
is  merely  private  opinion,  and  which  they  can  only  transmit  to  the  Prince, 
from  whom  they  have  no  authority  on  the  subject,  and  therefore  all  must 
stand  as  it  is,  with  such  reduction  as  I  may  judge  convenient,  until  the 
Prince's  orders  arrive ;  and  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  every  description 
of  private  influence,  both  fair  and  foul,  will  be  used  from  here,  I  have 
communicated  to  the  Prince  Regent's  ministers  in  London  the  state  of 
things  here,  that  if  they  have  any  wish  or  interest  in  the  Portuguese  army 
being  kept  in  a  state  of  discipline,  they  may  influence  as  they  see  fit  at  the 
court  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  rather  sick  of  what  I 
have  seen  since  I  came ;  and  whatever  interest  I  may  feel  in  keeping  up 
the  Portuguese  army,  or  that  it  should  remain  in  a  creditable  state,  I 
shall  be  freed  from  all  ties  attached  to  such  feelings  so  soon  as  I  see  the 
object  cannot  be  attained,  and  I  almost  feel  the  wish  I  may  have  that 
excuse  for  getting  away.  You  know  enough  of  Portuguese  officers  to 
make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  expatiate  upon  how  little  I  could  dei)end 
upon  them  for  the  strict  execution  of  orders  or  arrangements,  as  the 
greatest  numbers  at  the  heads  of  corps,  or  near  to  be  there  placed,  are  but 
the  best  of  those  we  found  as  officers  in  coming  here,  and  who  had  the  old 
system  and  its  abuses  too  deeply  ingrafted  in  them  to  be  easily  washed 
out,  and  they  only  desire  the  opportunity  to  revert  and  fall  back  to  it,  as 
it  was  both  easy  and  advantageous,  for  ^ey  did  nothing  but  plunder  the 
government  and  the  soldier,  lliose  we  have  brought  up  ourselves,  I 
think,  with  some  further  overlooking  and  encouragement,  we  might  expect 
better  of;  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  of 
those  officers  have  had  more  than  five  years'  instruction  (the  old  ones  we 
had,  besides,  to  break  of  all  their  bad  habits^  a  period  in  which  a  British 
officer  cannot  attain  the  rank  of  major ;  and  yet  this  government  expect 
that  we  should  have  made  them  generals  and  colonels  and  field  officers  for 
the  establishment  of  their  army  in  that  time ;  a  thing  absolutely  absurd. 
I  have  informed  them  that  a  considerable  reduction  would  immediately 
take  place ;  that  if  they  had  objections  against  any  particular  persons,  they 
should  be  sent  away ;  and  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  a  regular  and 
moderate  reduction  from  time  to  time,  to  the  number  the  government 
proposed  finally  to  retain ;  but  the  object  of  the  governors  would  not,  by 
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such  a  plan,  be  accommodated :  and  so  we  stand  as  I  have  stated  till  the 
Princess  answer  arrives. 

I  have  been  led  unintentionally  to  so  long  a  letter,  intending,  bn 
beginning  it,  merely  to  inform  you  generally  of  the  state  of  things  here, 
as  at  least  from  curiosity  you  may  be  interested  in  knowing  them.  I  am 
undergoing  a  regular  process  for  my  health,  of  diet,  bathing,  &c.,  and  not 
exposing  myself  to  the  sun.  I  am  getting  better,  and  look  more  so  than  I 
really  am. 

I  have  seen  your  plate,  which  is  certainly  most  magnificent  and  superb, 

and  really  of  excellent  taste  and  exquisite  workmanship.   It  can  scarcely 

be  excelled ;  and  perhaps,  in  respect  to  taste,  its  only  fault  is  charging 

the  figures  with  minor  ornaments,  as  wreaths  of  flowers,  which,  though 

beautifully  finished,  might  perhaps  be  as  well  omitted;  but  this  is  so 

small  an  object,  that  it  is  not  worth  the  criticism.    The  plateau,  take  it 

as  it  will  be,  will  not  certainly  be  exceeded  for  beauty  in  Europe.    The 

service,  probably  you  know,  is  for  sixty  persons.     I  regret  they  did  not 

make  the  plates  something  in  the  nature  of  mine :  they  are  handsome 

plainish  plates,  but  not  quite  corresponding  to  the  plateau.    However, 

the  whole  will  be  magnificent,  and  I  should  estimate  its  value  at  about 

100,000?.    It  certainly  would  not  be  made  for  that  in  London.    It  will  be 

finished  during  this  year,  so  you  may  under  that  belief  give  such  orders 

as  you  please  about  it.   I  shall  be  glad  to  be  of  any  use  to  you  in  this  or 

any  other  thing  here;  and,  requesting  my  respects  to  the  Duchess  of 

Wellington, 

Believe  me  yours  most  sincerely, 

BEliESFOaD. 


The  Earl  <^  Liverpool  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingtm, 

Mt  DEAB  Duke,  Walmer  Castle,  15th  Sept.,  1 814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  at  Strasburg.  I  hope  she  will  be  diverted 
from  coming  to  Paris ;  but  if  she  should  come,  though  she  could  not  be 
xeceived  as  Princess  of  Wales,  and  probably  would  not  expect  it,  and 
though  I  think  in  consequence  you  could  not  receive  her  in  the  Ambas- 
sador's house,  I  should  nevertheless  show  her  any  personal  attention  and 
afiford  her  any  reasonable  assistance  she  might  desire,  without  however 
appearing  in  public  with  her. 

I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  good  policy  to  make  foreign  countries  agreeable 
to  her,  in  order  that  she  may  have  no  inducement  to  return  to  England.  * 

The  King  and  Royal  Family  would  not  of  course  receive  her  in  public ; 
but  1  should  leave  it  to  their  own  discretion  whether  or  not  they  would  see 

her  privately. 

Ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

Liverpool. 


^^ 
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Zachary  Macaulay,  Eaq.^  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord  Duke,  London,  15th  Sept.,  1814. 

As  the  solicitude  of  the  French  merchants  to  retain  the  slave  trade  seems 
to  be  founded  mainly  on  their  hope  of  rendering  it  available  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  plantations  in  St.  Domingo,  I  have  been  desirous  of  collecting 
information  respecting  the  state  of  that  island.  A  very  intelligent  person 
of  colour,  who  has  acted  as  the  secretary  of  the  Mulatto  chief  Petion,  is  now 
in  this  country,  having  arrived  with  the  last  Jamaica  convoy,  charged  with 
a  mission  on  the  part  of  Petion.  His  statement  is,  that  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  St.  Domingo  is  resolutely  bent  on  resisting  the  introduction,  not 
only  of  a  French  armed  force,  but  of  a  single  Frenchman  into  that  island, 
and  that  they  are  fully  prepared  for  encountering  all  the  horrors  of  a  war 
of  extermination.  The  return  of  Louis  XVIII.  to  his  throne  had  at  first 
been  hailed  by  all  parties  as  affording  a  hope  of  the  restoration  of  an  inter- 
course with  France  without  compromising  their  personal  freedom ;  and 
they  were  prepared  to  receive  with  confidence  the  assurances  of  that 
monarch  that  their  rights  both  of  person  and  property  would  be  respected. 
The  circumstance,  however,  of  his  having  stipulated  for  the  revival  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  avowedly  with  a  view  to  St.  Domingo,  has  completely 
dissipated  this  illusion.  They  say  it  is  impossible  to  confide  in  any  pro- 
mises, however  satisfactory  in  their  terms,  and  however  solemnly  made, 
while  the  idea  of  introducing  a  single  slave  into  St.  Domingo  is  not  re- 
nounced :  indeed  while  the  slave  trade  itself  is  not  abandoned  by  France. 
It  is  80  obvious  that  the  slaves  who  might  be  imported  into  that  island 
could  not  long  be  Icept  in  a  state  of  bondage  while  the  great  mass  of  the 
black  population  is  free,  that  the  Hajrtians  would  regard  the  single  circum* 
stance  of  the  adherence  of  the  French  to  this  trade  as  completely  falsifying 
every  pledge  they  might  offer  for  their  security  :  they  will  therefore  not 
even  listen  to  any  proposition  on  the  part  of  France  until  that  trade  is 
entirely  abandoned. 

The  population  of  St.  Domingo  exceeds  half  a  million.  Now  when  it 
is  considered  how  fatally  the  climate  will  fight  on  their  side,  and  when 
it  is  also  remembered  how  the  former  attempt  to  subdue  them  was 
baffled,  although  the  island,  taken  by  surprise,  was  at  one  time  in  com- 
plete military  possession  of  the  French,  it  seems  very  unlikely  that  any 
force  which  France  can  now  spare  should  be  able  to  effect  the  subjugation 
of  it. 

The  plan  of  warfare  resolved  on  by  the  Haytians  is  said  to  be  as  follows : — 
They  have  demolished  all  the  forts  on  the  sea  coast,  and  are  prepared, 
should  the  French  attempt  a  descent,  to  bum  every  house  not  only  on  the 
coast,  but  in  the  extensive  plain  between  the  coast  and  the  mountains, 
which  could  afford  them  shelter.  They  have  also  powerfully  fortified  all 
the  defiles  by  which  the  French  troops  could  penetrate  into  the  mountains, 
where  they  have  formed  their  magazines  of  warlike  stores  and  provisions. 
"Within  these  defiles  they  will  retire;  and  while  the  culture  of  provisions 
will  be  carried  on  by  the  women  in  the  recesses  of  the  mountains,  the  men 
will  be  employed  in  carrying  on  a  restless  and  incessant  war  of  alarm 
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and  nocturnal  attack,  which  will  wear  down  the  European  force,  while  the 
hlacks  will  suffer  comparatively  little. 

With  the  utmost  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  he. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Zachabt  Macaxtlat. 


To  t?he  Commiasioners  appointed  by  Bis  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  carry 
into  effect  the  2nd  and  Wi  Additional  Articles  of  this  Treaty  of  Paris, 

Office  of  Commiasionen  for  British  Claims,  No.  2,  Rae  de  Beaiine, 

16th  Sept,  1814. 

The  undersigned  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  commissioned 
and  instructed  by  their  government  to  carry  into  execution  the  2nd  and 
4th  additional  articles  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  signed  at  Paris  the  dOth 
of  May  last,  have  the  honour  to  open  tlieir  communications  with  the  Com- 
missioners of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  nominated  in  pursuance  of  the 
2nd  and  4th  additional  articles  of  the  same  Treaty,  by  stating  the  steps 
they  have  already  taken,  and  those  which  they  propose  to  take,  in  execu- 
tion of  the  high  trust  committed  to  them. 

The  undersigned  have  observed  that  their  duties  are  divided  into  three 
branches : — 

Ist.  To  liquidate  the  respective  expenses  of  the  British  and  French 
governments  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  of  war,  in  order  to  arrange 
the  manner  of  paying  the  balance  that  shall  appear  in  favour  of  the  one  or 
the  other  of  the  two  Powers. 

2ndly.  To  examine  and  liquidate  the  claims  of  British  subjects  on  the 
French  government  for  the  value  of  goods,  moveable  or  immoveable,  unduly 
confiscated  by  the  French  authorities,  as  well  as  for  the  total  or  partial  loss 
of  their  credits  or  other  properties  unduly  detained  imder  sequester  since 
the  year  1792. 

3rdly.  When  complete  justice  shall  in  their  opinion  be  rendered  to  the 
subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  by  the  government  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  by  the  discharge  of  the  sums  due  for  the  full  of  the  value  of  the 
property  so  sequestered  or  confiscated  by  the  French  authorities,  to  renounce 
the  whole  of  the  balance  which  shall  appear  in  favour  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  for  the  support  of  the  French  prisoners  of  war. 

For  the  purpose  of  executing  the  first  branch  of  their  duty  the  under- 
signed have  been  furnished  by  their  government  with  an  accoimt  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  them  for  the  maintenance  of  French  prisoners  during 
the  course  of  the  war,  which  they  will  be  ready  to  exchange  for  a  similar 
account  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  whenever  their  Com- 
missioners shall  desire  it.  The  undersigned  conceive  there  can  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  settling  the  balance  of  this  account,  both  because  the 
number  of  the  prisoners  maintained  by  each  party  must  be  accurately 
known,  and  because  the  expense  actually  incurred  must  be  regularly  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons  in  one  country,  and  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  in  the  other.  But  as  the  undersigned  are  empowered  to  renounce  the 
whole  of  the  balance  which  sliall  appear  in  favour  of  His  Btv\assi\^^^^^^s^^« 
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provided  complete  justioe  shall  in  their  opinion  be  rendered  to  British 
subjects  having  claims  under  the  Treaty  upon  the  French  government, 
and  as  it  is  impossible  that  the  same  justice  can  be  done  to  British  subjects 
in  this  country  as  French  subjects  have  received  from  Great  Britain  if  the 
satisfaction  of  their  claims  is  delayed,  it  has  appeared  to  the  undersigned 
that  they  should  best  fulfil  their  duty  by  applying  themselves  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  second  branch  of  it,  and  proceeding  conjointly  Avith  the 
French  Commissioners  to  examine  the  claims  of  British  subjects  upon  the 
French  government  under  the  Treaty, 

In  order  to  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  satisfactorily  executing  this 
branch  of  their  duty,  the  undersigned,  immediately  after  their  appoint- 
ment, opened  an  ofiBce  in  London  for  the  reception  of  British  claims  on  the 
French  government,  requiring  of  each  claimant  as  far  as  was  possible  to 
show  to  the  undersigned  his  title  to  claim,  either  in  his  own  p^hion  or  as 
the  representative  of  others,  by  will  or  assignment  This  step  has,  as  they 
flatter  themselves,  put  them  in  possession  of  far  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  British  claims,  and  enabled  them  to  class  them,  and  to  bring  them  before 
the  French  Commissioners  in  a  tangible  shape. 

It  appeared  to  the  undersigned  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  these 
claims  was  on  the  public  funded  property  of  Frauce,  for  sums  actually 
advanced  to  the  French  government  during  the  reigns  of  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty's  predecessors,  and  upon  the  faith  of  their  edicts.  Of  the 
sums  so  advanced  the  French  government  must,  it  is  presumed,  possess 
complete  evidence  upon  their  public  books. 

Upon  the  seizure  of  this  property  by  the  Revolutionary  government  of 
1793,  in  violation  of  the  contracts  entered  into  with  the  public  creditors, 
and  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  1786,  steps  were  taken  to  deprive  the 
creditor  of  the  evidences  of  his  debt  in  his  own  possession  by  compelling 
him  to  send  them  to  Paris,  there  to  be  registered,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture : 
the  public  books,  therefore,  of  the  French  government  are  in  many  instances 
the  best  evidences  which  can  be  produced  of  the  debt.  These  claims 
appearing  to  the  undersigned  for  the  most  part  of  a  very  simple  nature,  and 
easy  to  be  adjusted,  according  to  the  principle  of  the  Treaty,  with  the  same 
justice  that  French  claimants  on  the  English  Funds  have  experienced  in 
England,  the  undersigned  have  endeavoured  to  class  them  in  the  most 
convenient  method,  to  bring  them  under  the  cognizance  of  the  French 
Commissioners,  that  these  may  in  the  first  instance  be  examined  and 
liquidated,  before  they  proceed  to  claims  of  a  more  difficult  and  complicated 
nature. 

If  the  French  Commissioners  coincide  in  opinion  with  the  undersigned 
that  this  course  of  proceeding  is  the  best  calculated  for  the  despatch  of  the 
business  with  which  they  are  respectively  charged,  the  undersigned  will 
have  the  honour  of  transmitting  from  time  to  time  to  the  French  Commis- 
sioners for  their  examination  and  judgment  such  claims  as  shall  have 
appeared  to  the  undersigned  to  be  just,  well  founded,  and  supported  by  the 
best  vouchers  which  the  nature  of  the  respective  cases  will  admit. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  the  assurances  of  their  high  consideration. 

C.  Bagot. 

C.  A.  Mackenzie. 

A.  E.  Impey, 
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Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marahcd  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  dear  Lobd,  Downing  Street,  16th  Sept.,  t814. 

As  wo  cannot  proceed  in  the  arrangement  of  the  new  Orders  until  we 
receive  from  your  Grace  the  list  of  those  whom  you  may  recommend  for  the 
remaining  medals,  I  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  transmit  it  as 
soon  as  convenient. 

We  have  received  an  answer  from  the  American  plenipotentiaries  to  our 
note  of  the  4th  instant,*  a  copy  of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  sent  to  you. 
We  mean  in  our  reply  to  admit  that  we  do  not  intend  to  make  the  exdti^ 
sive  military  possession  of  the  Lakes  a  sine  qua  non  of  the  negotiation.  Ton 
shall  have  a  copy  of  our  rejoinder  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Bathurst. 


Draft  of  Note  to  he  presented  to  the  American  Commissioners,  sent  from 

the  Foreign  Office  leth  Sept,  1812. 

The  undersigned  have  no  intention  of  making  any  comment,  not 
absolutely  necessary,  on  the  greater  part  of  the  note  which  they  have 
had  the  honour  to  receive,  as  discussions  which  create  irritation  act  in  a 
very  different  direction  from  what  the  undersigned  have  proposed  to  them- 
selves in  this  negotiation. 

On  the  question  of  the  north-western  frontier,  they  are  happy  to  find 
that  there  will  not  arise  any  material  difficulty. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  in  the  district  of  Maine,  the  undersigned 
must  observe  that  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  acknowledged  that 
they  are  instructed  to  enter  into  discussions  on  a  revision  of  the  boundary 
line  with  a  view  to  prevent  uncertainty  and  dispute ;  but,  by  assuming  an 
exclusive  right  at  once  to  decide  what  is,  or  is  not,  a  subject  of  uncertainty 
and  dispute,  they  render  their  power  nugatory,  or  inadmissibly  partial  in 
its  operation. 

After  the  declaration  made  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  that  they 
will  admit  of  no  limits  to  the  territory  of  America  because  the  natural 
growth  of  its  population  and  strength  would  be  thereby  arrested,  it  becomes 
unnecessary  to  discuss  whether  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from  France 
against  the  known  conditions  on  which  it  had  been  ceded  by  Spain  to  that 
country,  or  the  hostile  seizure  of  a  great  part  of  Florida  under  the  pretence 
of  a  dispute  respecting  its  boundary,  are  any  proofs  of  a  spirit  of 
aggrandisement  in  the  United  States. 

Had  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  been  instructed  on  the  subject  of 
Canada,  they  would  not  have  been  betrayed  into  the  assertion  that  the 
permanent  annexation  of  Canada  had  not  been  the  declared  object  of  the 
American  government.  This  object  has  been  distinctly  declared  at 
different  times  by  two  American  Generals  in  their  respective  invasions  of 
Canada  under  the  order  of  the  American  government.     If  the  first  had 

♦  See  p.  245. 
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been  disapproved,  the  declaration  would  not  have  been  repeated.  The 
declarations  here  referred  to  are  to  be  found  in  the  Proclamation  of  General 
Hull  in  July,  1812,  and  of  General  Smyth  on  the  17th  of  November,  1812, 
copies  of  which  are  hereunto  annexed. 

From  the  same  want  of  instructions,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have 
been  led  to  assert  that  Great  Britain  has  induced  the  Indians  to  withdraw 
from  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  is  therefore  answerable  for 
the  consequences. 

The  Indian  nations  having  experienced,  as  they  thought,  oppression  in- 
stead of  protection  fVom  the  American  government,  declared  war  against  the 
United  States  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  government  of  that 
country  against  Great  Britain.  The  American  Plenipotentiaries  must  be 
aware  that,  by  this  war,  the  treaty  by  which  the  Indians  placed  themselves 
under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  is  abrogated,  and  the  American 
government  cannot  be  entitled  to  claim  as  a  right  the  renewal  of  an  article 
in  a  treaty  which  has  no  longer  any  existence.  The  Indian  nations  are 
therefore  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  being  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States ;  and  it  can  only  be  on  the  ground  that  they  are  to  be  re- 
garde<l  in  no  other  light  than  as  subjects  of  that  country  that  the  American 
Plenii)otentiaries  cah  be  autliorised  to  deny  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to 
interfere  on  behalf  of  these  nations  in  the  negotiations  for  peace :  and  it 
must  be  re()eated  that  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  is  in  direct  contradiction  to 
any  such  claim. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  recur  to  the  manner  in  which  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  was  originally  settled,  to  decide  whether  the  Indian  tribes, 
the  original  inhabitants  of  America,  shall  at  length  by  common  consent 
have  assigned  to  them  some  spot  where  they  may  be  permitted  to  live  in 
tranquillity  ;  and  it  can  only  be  by  preventing  an  uninterrupted  system  (f 
encroachment  under  the  pretence  of  purchase  that  this  tranquillity  can  ade- 
quately be  secured. 

If  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  are  instructed  peremptorily  to  deny 
that  the  British  government  has  any  right  whatever  to  interfere  with  the 
pacification  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  refuse  all  negotiation  on  the  subject, 
the  undersigned  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  upon  what  principle  it  was 
that  at  the  conference  of  the  8th  of  August  the  American  Plenipotenti- 
aries invited  discussion  on  this  subject,  and  added  '*that  it  was  not 
possible  for  them  to  decide  without  discussion,  without  an  article  could  be 
framed  which  could  be  mutually  satisfactory,  and  to  which  they  should 
think  themselves  under  their  discretionary  powers  authorised  to  accede." 

The  undersigned  must  observe  that  if  the  American  government  has 
not  furnished  their  Plenipotentiaries  with  any  instructions  since  January 
last,  when  the  general  pacification  of  Europe  could  not  have  been  in  im- 
mediate contemplation,  their  subsequent  silence  on  an  event  unquestion- 
ably calculated  to  influence  the  negotiation  is,  to  say  the  least,  no  proof  of 
sincere  desire  on  their  part  of  bringing  it  to  a  favourable  conclusion. 

The  British  government  lias  entered  into  the  negotiation  with  an  anxious 
wish  to  effect  an  amicable  arrangement.  After  a  period  of  convulsions 
unexampled  in  their  nature,  extent,  and  duration,  the  civilised  world 
demands  reix)se.  To  obtain  this  in  Europe,  Great  Britain  has  made  con- 
siderable sacrifices ;  to  complete  the  work  of  general  pacification,  it  is  her 


NOTE  TO  BE  PRESENTED  TO  AMERICAN  COMMISSIONERS.  2G5 

earnest  wish  to  manifest  the  same  principles  of  moderation  and  forhearance 
in  her  endeavours  to  re-establish  peace  with  the  United  States :  but  it  is 
utterly  inconsistent  with  her  practice  and  her  principles  ever  to  abandon 
in  her  negotiations  for  peace  those  with  whom*  she  has  co-operated  in 
war. 

The  undersigned  therefore  repeat  their  assurances  that  the  British 
government  is  willing  to  sign  a  peace  with  the  United  States  on  terms 
honourable  to  both  parties.  It  will  not  insist  on  any  terms  which  the 
United  States  can  justly  represent  as  derogatory  to  their  honour,  nor  can 
it  be  induced  to  sign  any  which  are  injurious  to  its  own.  It  is  on  this 
ground  that  the  undersigned  are  authorised  distinctly  to  declare  that  they 
are  instructed  not  to  sign  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  unless  the  Indian  nations  are  included  in  the  peace,  and 
restored  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  territories  which  they  enjoyed  in 
the  year  1811,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  by  the  Treaty 
of  Greenville,  and  the  treaties  subsequently  concluded  between  them  and 
the  United  States  ;  and  that  from  this  point  they  cannot  depart. 

They  are  further  instructed  to  offer  for  discussion  an  article,  by  which 
the  contracting  parties  shall  reciprocally  bind  themselves  not  to  purchase 
the  lands  occupied  by  the  Indians  within  their  respective  territory,  accord- 
ing to  boundaries  to  be  agreed  upon  ;  this  engagement,  however,  to  be 
subject  to  revision  at  the  expiration  of  a  given  period.  It  is  hoped  that, 
by  making  the  engagement  subject  to  revision,  it  may  obviate  the  objection 
to  the  establishment  of  a  boundary  beyond  which  the  settlements  of  the 
United  States  should  be  for  ever  excluded. 

The  undersigned  have  never  stated  that  the  exclusive  military  possession 
of  the  Lakes,  however  conducive  they  are  satisfied  it  would  be  to  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  countries,  and  in  no  way  endangering  the 
security  of  the  United  States,  was  to  be  considered  as  a  sine  qua  non  in 
the  negotiation.  Whenever  the  question  which  relates  to  the  pacification 
of  the  Indian  nations,  which  is  a  sine  qua  non^  shall  be  adjusted,  the  un- 
dersigned will  be  authorised  to  make  a  final  proposition  on  the  subject  of 
Canadian  boundaries,  founded  so  much  in  justice  and  moderation  that  they 
feel  confident  it  cannot  be  rejected.  This  proposition  will  be  distinctly 
stated  when  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  shall  have  consented  to  include 
the  Indian  nations  in  the  treaty,  provided  the  undersigned  shall  have 
received  assurances  that  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  will  consider 
themselves  as  authorised  to  conclude  some  provisional  article  on  the 
subject. 


H,  OoulburUj  Esq.j  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

Mt  dear  Lobd,  Ghent,  16th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  the  12th,  and  cannot  suffi- 
ciently thank  you  for  so  clearly  explaining  what  are  the  views  and  objects 
of  the  government  with  respect  to  the  negotiations  with  America.  Before 
I  received  it  I  confess  that  I  was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  govern- 
ment did  not  wish  the  negotiation  to  be  protracted  unless  there  was  a 
pros^iect  of  a  successful  issue,  and  I  therefore  considered  the  last  uotA  ntV^<^ 
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wo  addressed  to  the  Americans  as  not  so  much  calculated  to  delay  the  con- 
clusion of  the  negotiation  as  to  throw  upon  them  the  responsibility  of  its 
rupture.  Our  reference  home  of  the  last  American  note  (the  contents  of 
which  do  not  correspond  with  what  you  appear  to  have  expected)  will 
enable  you  to  prescribe  to  us  that  line  of  conduct  which  will  best  answer 
the  views  of  the  government.  Had  I  had  your  letter  previous  to  its  trans- 
mission to  you,  we  would  certainly  have  sent  with  it  a  draft  of  an  answer 
for  your  approbation. 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  American  ministers  and  what  has  passed 
between  us,  I  do  not  believe  that  they  will,  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  war  (they  say  they  will  not  under  any  circumstances),  consent  to  the 
definition  of  a  permanent  boundary  to  the  Indian  territory  within  their 
limits.  I  believe  that  our  proposition  to  this  effect  is  even  more  offensive 
to  them  than  that  for  the  military  occupation  of  the  Lakes.  They  have 
sought  opportunities  of  stating  it  as  inadmissible  ;  and  it  was  only  yesterday 
that  Mr.  Clay  stated  his  belief  that  even  if  America  were  to  accede  to  our 
proposition,  and  if  the  Eastern  States  were  cordially  to  unite  with  Great 
Britain  in  endeavouring  to  enforce  it,  their  united  efforts  would  be  inade- 
quate to  restrain  that  part  of  the  American  population  which  is  to  the 
westward  of  the  Alleghany  from  encroaching  upon  the  Indian  territory  and 
gradually  expelling  the  aboriginal  inhabitants.  Their  objection  to  our  pro- 
position is  not  founded  upon  its  requiring  a  cession  of  territory  already 
settled  by  American  citizens,  but  upon  its  invading  the  right  which  they 
claim  to  extend  their  population  over  the  whole  of  the  unsettled  country. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  deem  it  possible  to  conclude  a  good  peace 
now,  as  I  cannot  consider  that  a  good  peace  which  would  leave  the  Indians 
to  a  dependence  on  the  liberal  policy  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  think 
it  equally  impossible  to  protract  tlie  negotiation  so  long  as  to  prevent  a 
demand  for  the  papers  until  after  Lord  Castlereagh's  return.  As  long  as 
we  answer  their  notes,  I  believe  that  they  will  be  ready  to  give  us  replies  ; 
and  if  they  cannot  leave  this  before  the  1st  of  October,  I  think  they  will 
have  no  objection  to  remaining  here  during  the  winter.  But  it  will  be  to 
be  considered  whether,  by  multiplying  notes  and  thus  giving  them  oppor- 
tunities of  reconsidering  and  restating  some  points  which  they  have  as  yet 
very  weakly  stated,  and  urging  others  which  they  have  not  yet  brought 
forward  at  all,  we  shall  not  give  the  Opposition  a  greater  advantage  when 
the  discussion  ultimately  takes  place  than  we  can  do  by  taking  the  debate, 
even  in  Lord  Castlereagh's  absence,  upon  the  papers  as  they  stand  at 
present.  • 

In  the  conversations  which  I  have  had  with  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Bayard 
(which  have  been  as  frequent  as  our  opportunities  of  meeting  would  admit), 
I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  state  to  them  what  you  think  might  have 
been  stated  with  advantage ;  but  as  they  proceed  upon  the  principle  that 
Canada  never  has  been  in  any  danger  and  can  never  be  endangered  by  the 
United  States  unless  we  force  them  to  become  a  military  nation,  they 
consider  the  mere  conclusion  of  a  peace  to  be  the  only  security  which  is 
necessary.  Our  national  feeling  respecting  the  abandonment  of  the  Indians 
and  the  aggrandizing  spirit  of  America  draws  nothing  from  them  but  an 
expression  of  regret  at  the  existence  of  such  a  feeling,  and  a  statement  of 
the  much  stronger  countervailing  feeling  on  the  part  of  America. 


Sept.,  1814.  DUCHY  OF  BOUILLON.  267 

The  court  martial  on  the  Lake  Erie  business  appears  to  me  to  have  come 
to  an  absurd  conclusion.  Every  one  knew  that  Captain  Barclay's  fleet  was 
inadequately  manned ;  but  the  charge  against  Proctor  was  that  he  ordered 
the  squadron  to  sail  at  a  moment  when  he  knew  that  an  adequate  rein- 
forcement of  seamen  was  within  a  few  days'  march.  Prevost  stated  this 
distinctly  in  his  despatch.  I  think  it  will  also  appear  from  his  despatches 
and  from  the  American  account  of  the  battle  that  our  fleet  was  equal  if  not 
superior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  I  think  it  will  also  appear  that  Prevost  did 
not  mention  any  deficiency  of  means  of  equipment  until  it  was  too  late  to 
remedy  it.    A  reference,  however,  to  his  despatches  will  clear  up  this. 

I  wish  Prevost  may  quickly  do  something  worthy  of  the  force  now 
placed  imder  his  conmiand.  A  success  in  that  quarter  would  much  facili- 
tate our  operations  at  any  future  congress,  if  it  did  not  assist  us  in  our 
present  negotiations.  If  it  is  intended,  as  you  intimate,  to  negotiate  here- 
after upon  the  basis  of  the  uti  possidetis,  would  it  not  be  advisable  to  urge 
the  Indians  to  occupy  as  advanced  a  position  as  they  can  with  a  view  of 
procuring  better  terms  for  them,  and  through  them  for  ourselves  ?  While 
on  the  subject  of  Indians,  I  cannot  help  adding  that  it  appears  to  me  from 
Mr.  Clay's  objections  to  an  Indian  boundary,  that  the  most  obnoxious  part 
of  our  proposition  is  that  which  would  exclude  them  from  occupying  the 
remainder  of  the  Illinois  and  the  Indiana  territory ;  but  when  they  object 
so  strongly  to  the  whole  proposition,  it  is  useless  to  specify  their  objections 
to  particular  parts  of  it. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  most  truly, 

Henbt  Goulburn. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  see  from  the  papers  that  the  court  martial  to 
which  you  refer  is  not  that  ordered  on  General  Proctor,  but  that  on  Captain 
Barclay.    What  I  have  said,  therefore,  does  not  apply. 


To  Lord  Viscount  CasUereagh,  i  735^  i 

My  Lord,  Paris,  17th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  correspondence  which  I  have 
had  with  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand  in  regard  to  the  Duchy  of 
Bouillon,  which  commenced  by  my  requesting  to  have  his 
answer  to  a  note  on  the  same  subject,  addressed  to  him  by  Sir 
Charles  Stewart,  before  His  Highness  should  depart  from 
Paris.* 

As  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand's  last  letter  of  the  14th  appeared 
to  me  to  be  but  little  satisfactory,  and,  in  &ct,  stated  it  to  be 
the  King's  intention  to  hold  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon  till  com- 
missaries  should  have   ascertained    the   boundaries,    notwith- 

•  See  letter  to  the  Prince  de  B^n^vent,  11th  September,  1814,  Wellington 
Detpalchei,  let  edition,  voL  zii.,  p.  102. 
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standing  the  facts  brought  forward  in  my  letter  to  show  that 
there  did  not  exist  the  slightest  ground  for  a  doubt,  I  thought 
proper  to  speak  to  Monsieur  de  Jaucourt  on  the  subject,  and  to 
remonstrate  against  that  arbitrary  mode  of  deciding  questions, 
the  result  of  which  has  been,  that  the  French  commissaries 
have  been  desired,  in  concert  with  the  Austrian  conmiissaries, 
forthwith  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  France  on  the  side  of 
the  Duchy  of  Bouillon  as  the  most  expeditious  mode  of  getting 
the  French  authorities  to  withdraw  from  the  Duchy. 

I  think  it  proper  now  to  trouble  your  Lordship  upon  this 
subject,  as  in  discussing  it  I  think  I  have  discovered  an  intention 
in  the  French  government  not  to  keep  possession  of  the  Puchy, 
but  to  give  it  to  the  Prince  de  Montbazon,  who,  it  appears,  has 
some  claim  to  it,  which  is  viewed  more  favourably  here,  par- 
ticularly by  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand,  than  that  of  the  Due  de 
Bouillon. 

I  believe,  likewise,  that  it  is  proposed  to  bring  this  question 
under  discussion  in  the  Congress  at  Vienna. 

I  have,  &c, 

Wellington. 


Cdlond  Niel  Campbell  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lobd,  Porto  Ferrajo,  Island  of  Elba,  17th  Sept,  1814. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  for  your  Lordship*s  information  the 
copy  of  an  extract  from  Admiral  HallowelFs  letter  to  Mr.  Felton,  His 
Majesty's  Acting  Consul  at  Leghorn,  which  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  communicate  to  General  Bertrand  as  per  note  enclosed. 

Yesterday  I  had  an  audience  of  Napoleon  for  the  first  time  since  my  last 
visit  to  Leghorn,  and  the  baths  of  Lucca,  the  use  of  which  was  prescribed 
for  my  w^ounds.  It  was  courted  by  himself,  in  sending  to  inform  me  that 
one  of  his  carriages  was  at  my  disposition,  to  convey  me  from  this  to 
Longono,  where  ho  has  been  for  the  last  two  weeks.  This  audience  lasted 
three  hours,  during  whicli  time  there  was  no  interruption.  He  constantly 
walked  from  one  extremity  of  the  room  to  the  other,  asked  questions 
without  number,  and  descanted  upon  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  generally 
with  temi)er  and  good  nature,  excepting  when  it  bore  ujwn  the  absence  of 
his  wife  and  child,  or  the  defection  of  Marshal  Marmont. 

He  began  by  questions  as  to  Genoa :  that  he  understood  Lord  William 
Bentinck  was  to  return  there  very  soon.  Was  there  not  a  British  regiment 
at  Nice  ?  The  state  of  Piedmont,  Lombardy,  Venice,  and  Tuscany,  'iliat 
the  rude  manners  and  different  language  of  the  Austrians  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  them  to  become  popular  with  the  Italians,  who  were  flattered 
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by  the  formation  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  That  it  would  be  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  to  retain  this  kingdom  as  an  ally  against  France  and  Austria. 
That  it  would  be  equally  so  to  keep  Naples  separate  from  Sicily,  as  the 
latter  from  its  situation  as  an  island  would  be  entirely  under  the  influence 
of  England.  He  inquired  where  the  Queen  of  Sicily  was  ?  whether  I  knew 
the  intention  of  the  Allies  towards  Murat  ?  Whether  the  late  King  of 
Spain  was  to  remain  at  Rome  ?  When  I  told  him  that  it  was  reported  that 
Ferdinand  VII,  had  invited  his  father  and  mother  (provided  the  Prince  of 
Peace  did  not  accompany  them)  to  return  to  Spain,  he  inveighed  against 
the  latter,  and  said  that  his  own  countenance  and  support  given  the  latter 
had  been  very  prejudicial  to  his  cause  in  Spain. 

He  presumed  that  England  would  keep  Corfu :  that  he  had  done  a  great 
deal  there  for  us.  I  observed  that  the  proclamation  of  the  British  General 
on  taking  possession  as  Commissioner  stated  '*  in  behalf  of  His  Majesty 
and  his  Allies,"  and  that  it  was  generally  supposed  Austria  and  Russia 
would  also  have  claims.  He  derided  this  idea,  and  that  Russia  in  par- 
ticular could  have  no  just  pretensions. 

He  then  asked  if  I  had  lately  received  any  communications  from  Lord 
Castlercagh.  I  told  him  not  since  that  which  conveyed  the  approbation 
of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  my  prolonging  my  residence. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  threats  of  the  Algerines,  but  cursorily,  and  did  not 
seem  apprehensive.  That  if  it  was  intended  to  adhere  to  the  treaty  entered 
into  with  him  at  Fontainebleau,  he  would  not  be  molested  by  them,  and  one 
word  from  England  would  suffice  to  prevent  them.  I  reminded  him  of  the 
application  upon  this  subject  some  time  before,  which  I  had  transmitted  to 
Admiral  Lord  Exmouth,  who  replied  that  he  could  not  interfere ;  and  that 
even  according  to  the  treaty  quoted  by  himself,  it  rested  with  the  Court  of 
France.  I  also  pointed  out  to  him  that  while  the  British  troops  occupied 
Sicily  and  Portugal,  and  were  in  the  most  intimate  relations  with  their 
governments,  they  made  their  own  treaties  and  arrangements  with  the 
Barbary  Powers,  without  any  interference  ;  besides  which  the  fate  of  the 
Genoese  vessels  which  had  hoisted  British  colours  and  received  British 
licences  from  the  Consul  at  Genoa.  He  expressed  his  conviction  that  the 
Algerines  were  well  inclined  towards  him,  and  related  with  good  humour 
that  they  had  ridiculed  two  vessels  of  Louis  XYIII.,  near  Elba,  calling  to 
them  with  reproaches,  "  Vous  avez  d^sert^  votre  Empereur."  He  added 
that  all  the  subjects  of  the  Grand  Seignor  were  well  inclined  towards  him 
as  the  enemy  of  Russia,  and  considering  him  as  the  destroyer  of  Moscow. 

He  asked  me  if  I  knew  what  was  intended  by  the  Austrians  with  respect 
to  his  wife  and  son.  Ho  then  animadverted  with  warmth  and  in  strong 
language  upon  the  interdiction  of  their  joining  him  which  he  stated  to 
exist ;  that  it  excited  universal  reprobation  even  in  Vienna ;  that  no 
such  instance  of  barbarity  and  injustice  unconnected  with  any  state  policy 
could  be  selected  in  modem  times  ;  that  he  was  persuaded  England  was 
too  just  and  liberal  to  approve  of  it.  The  Empress  had  written  to  him,  and 
he  knew  her  wishes.  She  was  now  absolutely  a  prisoner,  for  there  was  an 
Austrian  officer  (whom  he  named  and  described)  who  accompanied  the 
Empress  to  prevent  her  from  escaping  to  Elba.  Before  she  left  Orleans,  it 
was  promiseii  her  that  she  would  receive  passfwrts  to  follow  him  to  the 
Island  of  Elba.    "  L'Empereur  d'Autriche  est  men^  par  Mettemich,  mais 
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il  est  men^  auBsi  lui  mdme ;  car  quoiqu'il  a  des  talens,  il  est  d'an  esprit 
Wger." 

He  then  asked  mo  to  write  to  Lord  Castlereagh  to  know  whether  it  was 
intended  to  prevent  his  wife  and  child,  or  either  of  them,  from  joining  him. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  no  correspondence  with  his  Lordship  bnt  what  was 
ofiBcial.  He  replied,  **  Mais  vous  iwuvez  toucher  sur  oela  16gerement,  ou 
^rivoz  a  quelqu'un  pr^s  de  lui."  I  bowed,  and  told  him  that  I  should  be 
happy  to  do  everything  which  was  agreeable  to  him  and  consistent  with 
my  duty.  He  seemed  to  receive  this  as  an  assent  to  his  wishes.  "  Oui, 
vous  le  fcrez,  vous  pouvez  faire  cela  tr^s  bien.*' 

After  giving  vent  to  his  feelings  upon  this  subject,  he  mentioned  how 
very  inimical  and  personal  the  conduct  of  General  Stahremberg,  who  com- 
mands in  Tuscany,  has  been  towards  him.  In  the  course  of  these  observa- 
tions an  opportunity  was  afforded  mo  of  noticing  the  apprehensions  which 
were  entertained  by  the  Ceneral  in  consequence  of  persons  enrolling  and 
enticing  away  subjects  of  Tuscany.  He  admitted  the  fact^  but  treated  it 
with  ridicule.  That  he  had  only  500  or  600  of  his  Old  Guards,  who  were 
not  sufficiently  numerous  to  guard  all  the  villages  and  the  fortifications. 
That  the  population  of  the  island  did  not  admit  of  recruiting  his  battalion 
of  Chasseurs,  and  therefore  the  Corsican  officers  who  remained  in  Elba,  in 
place  of  going  to  France  with  the  rest  of  the  garrison,  endeavoured  to  obtain 
recruits  in  Italy  and  Corsica.  Could  General  Stahremberg  be  so  weak  as  to 
be  alarmed  at  this  ?  He  was  very  happy  that  I  remained  here  *'  pour 
rompro  la  chimdro.  Je  ne  pense  pas  de  rien  dehors  de  ma  petite  lie. 
Je  pouvois  avoir  soutenu  la  guerre  pendant  vingt  ann^  si  j*ai  voulu  cela. 
Je  n*existe  plus  pour  le  monde.  Je  suis  un  homme  mort.  Je  ne  m'occu|>e 
quo  de  ma  famille  et  ma  retraite,  ma  maison,  mes  vaches,  et  mes  poulets." 

He  expressed  regret  at  some  difficulties  which  a  few  English  travellers 
had  met  with  several  days  before  from  the  commandant  and  the  police  at 
Porto  Forrajo.  He  reprobated  the  conduct  of  tho  latter,  and  paid  many 
compliments  to  the  British  nation,  for  it  was  his  wish  that  every  traveller 
should  meet  with  facility  and  attention.  That  it  arose  from  advice  having 
been  received  that  a  person  of  another  nation  was  coming  to  Elba  as  an 
assassin.  It  is  probable  on  account  of  this  information  that  he  has  resided 
for  the  last  two  weeks  at  Longono  within  the  fortress,  and  orders  are  given 
that  no  stranger  is  admitted  without  an  order  from  the  commandant. 
However,  he  makes  frequent  excursions  in  his  carriage. 

After  continuing  to  expatiate  in  praise  of  the  British  character,  and  re- 
marking that  notwithstanding  all  the  abuse  directed  against  it  in  his  name, 
his  sentiments  were  well  known  by  those  near  his  person,  he  requested  mo 
to  obtain  for  him  an  English  grammar  the  first  time  I  went  to  the  continent. 

After  conversing  respecting  the  affairs  of  America,  he  repeated  his  con- 
jectures made  some  time  ago  that  the  expedition  from  England  was  destined 
for  Louisiana,  in  order  to  limit  definitively  the  United  States  to  the 
southward. 

He  inquired  with  great  eagerness  as  to  the  real  state  of  France.  I  told 
him  that  private  letters,  English  travellers,  and  every  source  of  information 
concurred  in  ascribing  great  wisdom  and  moderation  to  the  Sovereign  and 
government,  but  that  there  were  many  who  had  lost  good  appointments, 
the  prisoners  who  had  returned  from  abroad,  and  many  of  the  army,  who 
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were  still  attached  to  him.  He  appeared  to  admit  the  stability  of  the 
Sovereign  and  government,  supported  as  the  former  is  by  all  the  Marshals, 
Berthier,  Captain  of  the  Guards,  &c. ;  but  that  the  imitation  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  government  and  constitution  was  absurd :  it  was  a  caricature. 
It  was  impossible  to  imitate  the  Houses  of  Parliament ;  for  respectable 
families,  like  those  composing  the  aristocracy  in  England,  did  not  exist  in 
France  now.  After  continuing  in  that  strain  for  a  long  time  with  com- 
parisons highly  complimentary  to  Great  Britain,  he  spoke  with  some 
warmth  of  the  cessions  made  by  France  since  his  abdication  ;  that  it  was 
not  wise  on  the  part  of  the  Allies  to  exact  them ;  that  he  spoke  as  a 
spectator,  without  any  hope  or  interest,  for  he  had  none ;  and  again  repeated 
his  own  nonentity ;  but  it  showed  an  ignorance  of  the  French  character  and 
temper  of  the  present  times.  Their  chief  feeling  was  pride  and  glory,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  look  forward  with  satisfaction  and  tranquillity 
(which  was  stated  to  be  the  sincere  wish  of  the  Allies)  under  such  sacrifices. 
They  were  conquered  only  by  a  great  superiority  of  numbers,  but  not 
humiliated.  The  population  of  France  has  not  suffered  to  the  extent  that  may 
be  supposed ;  for  he  always  spared  their  lives,  and  expended  the  Italians, 
Germans,  and  other  foreigners.  These  observations  gradually  led  him  to 
his  own  feats  in  war  and  the  last  campaign,  entering  into  the  details  of 
many  operations  in  which  he  had  repulsed  and  gained  great  advantages  with 
numbers  inferior  beyond  comparison,  and  to  abuse  of  Marshal  Marmont,  to 
whose  defection  alone  ho  ascribed  his  giving  up  the  contest. 

In  talking  of  St.  Domingo,  I  remarked  that  the  superfluous  portion  of 
discontented  military  could  be  employed  there.  He  said  it  would  be  bad 
policy  to  attempt  to  re-establish  that  colony  ;  better  to  blockade  it,  and 
force  the  negroes  to  transport  the  whole  of  their  produce  to  France  only. 
That  this  was  his  own  plan  in  case  of  a  peace. 

He  asked  me  whether  I  had  heard  that  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guastalla 
were  not  to  be  given  to  Marie  Louise,  but  to  the  Queen  of  Etruria,  and  an 
indemnity  in  Germany  to  the  former.  I  admitted  that  among  many  other 
reports  prevalent  in  Italy,  this  was  one. 

He  expressed  his  desire  and  expectation  of  being  on  a  good  footing  with 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  :  that  if  I  returned  to  the  Baths  of  Lucca,  he 
presumed  I  would  pay  my  respects  to  His  Royal  Highness  ;  that  I  would 
be  able  to  ascertain  his  sentiments  towards  Napoleon,  and  if  they  were 
reasonable  (as  he  expected,  in  consequence  of  favours  received  from  him 
formerly,  when  the  Grand  Duke  was  on  bad  terms  with  his  brother  the 
Emperor  of  Austria),  he  would  send  an  officer  to  compliment  him  upon  his 
arrival  in  Tuscany. 

Before  he  received  my  intimation  respecting  the  Algerines,  he  was  to 
have  gone  for  a  few  days  to  the  island  of  Pia  Nosa,  where  he  has  established 
a  garrison  and  a  few  inhabitants  ;  but  his  visit  is  now  postfioned. 

His  mother  seems  now  to  have  taken  up  her  abode  permanently  in  Elba, 
and  his  sister  the  Princess  Pauline  is  expected  from  Naples  in  two  or  three 
weeks.  Napoleon's  brig  is  to  be  sent  to  Civita  Yecchia  to  receive  her,  which 
looks  as  if  Murat  was  averse  to  any  public  communication  with  Elba. 

The  expenses  of  the  troops,  marine,  and  household  have  been  at  the  rate 
of  one  million  francs  per  year  since  his  arrival,  and  his  income  only  at 
the  rate  of  three  hundred  thousand.    A  great  part  of  the  ten  months*  pro- 
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visions  which  were  left  in  store  here  hy  the  French  troops  have  heen  sold 
hy  Napoleon,  which,  with  the  specie  carried  with  him  from  France  (of  which 
the  amount  is  unknown),  enables  him  to  continue  these  expenses. 

There  are  still  many  discontented  officers  from  the  army  of  Italy  here, 
and  it  is  reported  that  they  are  to  form  a  Garde  du  Corps  ;  but  I  do  not 
believe  it,  and  rather  think  that  these  adventurers  have  not  met  with  as 
much  encouragement  as  has  been  supposed.  Four  officers  from  France  have 
entered  into  the  Guards  as  privates. 

A  General  Lebelle  and  his  family  have  lately  arrived  here  from  France, 
but  he  is  not  employed. 

About  three  weeks  ago  a  lady  with  a  male  child  five  or  six  years  of  age 
arrived  here  from  Leghorn ;  was  received  by  Napoleon  with  great  attention, 
a  degree  of  concealment,  and  accompanied  him  immediately  to  a  very 
retired  small  bouse  in  the  most  remote  part  of  the  island,  where,  after  re- 
maining two  days,  she  reembarked,  and  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Naples. 
It  is  universally  believed  in  this  island  that  it  is  Marie  Louise  and  her 
child,  and  it  is  also  very  generally  credited  on  the  opposite  coast ;  but  my 
information  leads  me  to  believe  that  it  is  a  Polish  lady  from  Warsaw,  who 
bore  a  child  to  Napoleon  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  probable  that  the  conceal- 
ment and  her  speedy  departure  to  the  Continent  are  from  delicacy  towards 
Marie  Louise,  and  the  fear  of  this  connection  being  known  to  her. 

The  threats  of  military  execution  in  case  of  not  paying  the  contributions 
have  not  been  fulfilled,  and  as  it  is  only  the  poorest  inhabitants  who  have 
not  paid,  the  tax  will  not  be  levied  from  them  for  the  present. 

Napoleon  seems  to  have  lost  all  habits  of  study  and  sedentary  applica* 
tion.  He  has  four  places  of  residence  in  different  parts  of  the  island,  the 
improvements  and  changes  of  which  form  his  sole  occupation ;  but  as  they 
lose  their  interest  to  his  unsettled  mind  from  want  of  novelty,  he  occasion- 
ally falls  into  a  state  of  inactivity  never  known  before,  and  sometimes 
reposes  in  his  bedroom  of  late  for  several  hours  in  the  day.  He  generally 
takes  exercise  in  a  carriage,  and  not  on  horseback  as  before.  His  health  is 
excellent,  and  his  spirits  appear  not  at  all  depressed.  I  begin  to  think  that 
he  is  quite  resigned  to  his  retreat,  and  that  he  is  tolerably  happy  excepting 
when  the  recollections  of  his  former  power  are  freshened  by  sentiments  of 
vanity  and  revenge. 

I  have  the  honoiir  to  be,  &c., 

NiEL  Ci^MPBELL. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  cf  Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Vienna,  19tb  Sept.,  1814. 

I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  enabled  to  transmit  to  you  a  Military  Memoir 
by  the  Prussians  upon  the  defence  of  the  North  of  Germany,  especially  on 
the  side  of  the  Low  Countries.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  subject  of  the 
limits  to  be  assigned  to  Holland  is  pressing,  I  should  be  glad,  if  your 
Report  is  completed  upon  the  defences  of  Holland,  to  have  a  copy,  in  order 
to  profit  by  your  views. 

The  Emperor  is  expected  on  the  25th. 

In  haste,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  sincerely  yours, 

Castlebeaoh. 
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To  the  Commisnoners  appointed  hy  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  carry 
into  effect  the  ^nd  and  ^th  Additional  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 

Office  of  Commissioners  for  British  Claims, 
No.  2,  Rue  de  Beamie,  19th  Sept,  1814. 

The  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  will  not  be  surprised, 
considering  the  great  length  of  time  that  has  now  elapsed  since  the  British 
creditors  of  the  French  government  have  been  deprived  of  the  enjoyment  of 
their  property,  at  the  great  anxiety  felt  by  the  undersigned  to  enter  into  the 
examination  and  liquidation  of  such  claims  as  appear  to  them  to  admit  of 
no  reasonable  doubt  with  all  convenient  speed,  as  thereby  alone  they  can 
fulfil  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Treaty  ihey  are  commissioned  to 
execute. 

By  the  Treaty  the  French  government  has  engaged  to  treat  the  subjects 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty  with  the  same  justice  in  France  that  the  subjects 
of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  have  received  in  England.  It  is  a  fact 
needing  no  proof,  that  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  holding 
shares  in  the  public  Funds  of  Great  Britain  have  not  only  enjoyed  the  full 
benefit  of  their  original  contracts,  but  have  been  even  exempted  from  a  tax 
of  ten  per  cent.,  which  all  British  subjects  have  been  compelled  to  pay. 
The  undersigned  then  submit  that  a  delay  of  justice  to  the  British  creditors 
on  the  French  Funds  would  be  an  injury  to  them,  and  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Treaty,  which  they  are  sure  is  most  distant  from  the  intention 
and  wish  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty's  government. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed  that,  by  the  clause  of  the  Treaty  empowering 
the  English  Commissioners  to  renounce  the  balance  due  to  the  British 
government  on  account  of  prisoners  of  war,  when,  in  their  opinion,  the 
private  creditors  shall  be  fully  satisfied,  the  British  government  has  in  fact 
made  its  own  property  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  private  creditors  of 
France. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  the  British  Commissioners  are  convinced 
that  the  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  will  most  cordially 
unite  with  them  in  endeavouring  to  do  speedy  justice  to  such  private 
creditors  of  the  French  government  whose  claims  can  be  so  substantiated  as 
to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  of  their  validity. 

The  undersigned  think  it  their  duty  to  add  a  few  observations  on  the 
proofs  which  the  French  government  are  entitled  to  demand  to  verify  the 
claims  advanced  against  them. 

The  undersigned  are  informed  that  by  a  law  passed  in  August,  1793,  a 
Great  Book  was  created  for  the  Public  Debt  of  France  ;  that  an  account  was 
ordered  to  be  opened  with  the  Nation  for  the  amount  of  all  seizures  and 
confiscations ;  and  that  the  Great  Book  was  to  be  from  thenceforth  the  only 
title  of  the  public  creditor.  If  this  information  be  correct,  it  is  clear  that 
the  best,  if  not  the  only  evidence  of  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  English 
creditors  ought  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  French  government  itself. 

The  undersigned  are  further  informed  that  secret  laws  were  passed  in 
February,  1808,  and  December,  1809,  which  were  never  printed,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  titles  of  the  foreign  creditors  of  France.  If  this 
information  be  correct,  and  if  these  laws  have  really  been  execnted  by  the 
burning  or  destruction  of  the  Great  Book  above  refened  \x^^  est  vk^  q^Cdas^ 
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of  the  titles  or  vouchers  of  the  British  creditors,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
remark  that  in  order  to  repair  as  far  ai>  is  in  their  power  an  injustice  un- 
precedented in  the  history  of  nations,  it  is  incumbent  on  both  the  English 
and  French  Commissioners  to  receive  and  act  upon  such  secondary  proofs, 
however  slight,  as  the  nature  of  their  respective  cases  has  enabled  the 
several  creditors  to  preserve  or  procure. 

The  undersigned  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  French  Commis- 
sioners are  as  anxious  as  themselves  to  carry  into  execution,  in  the  most 
liberal  manner,  the  just  intentions  of  the  French  government.  For  the 
purpose  of  commencing  their  labours,  they  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  to 
them  a  list  of  five  claims,  that  appear  to  them  of  a  nature  quite  indis- 
putable, upon  which  they  request  their  decision,  as  early  as  is  consistent 
with  their  due  examination.  The  vouchers  produced  on  the  part  of  the 
claimants  lie  at  the  ofiBce  of  the  undersigned  for  the  inspection  of  the 
French  Commissioners :  being  intrusted  to  the  care  of  the  undersigned,  it 
will  be  obvious  to  the  French  Commissioners  that  it  would  be  improper 
that  they  should  be  removed  from  the  custody  to  which  they  have  been 
committed. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  the  assurances  of  their  high  consideration. 

Chables  Bagot. 
CoLiK  A.  Mackenzie. 
A.  E.  Ijipey. 


Colonel  Torrens  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WtUington, 

Mi'  DEAB  Lord  Duke,  Horse  Giuirds,  20th  Sept.,  1814. 

Some  circumstances  having  arisen  to  make  the  Commander  in  Chief 
desirous  of  revising  the  lists  of  officers  whom  you  may  intend  to  recom- 
mend for  medals  for  the  battles  of  the  Nive,  Orthez,  and  Toulouse,  I  was 
about  to  write  to  you  a  few  days  ago  to  request  that  they  might  be  trans- 
mitted with  your  earliest  convenience,  when  I  accidentally  foimd,  from 
Colonel  Macdonald,  that  you  had  not  been  furnished  with  the  returns  from 
Lord  Niddry's  column.  He  has  now,  however,  forwarded  the  returns  to 
Burgh ;  and  I  am  authorized  to  request  that  you  will  send  the  lists  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  at  one  time  thought  it  fixed  that  all  the  aides-de-camp  of  General  officers, 
being  Field  officers,  should  be  considered  eligible  to  the  medal,  and  I  told  Fre- 
mantle  so ;  but  some  doubts  having  been  subsequently  expressed  upon  the 
expediency  of  such  a  measure,  I  suspended  the  communication  I  had  promised 
until  I  could  obtain  a  final  decision.  Some  apprehensions  were  entertained 
that  the  grant  to  all  aides-de-camp  so  situat^  would  have  too  general  an 
effect,  and  would  bear  hard  upon  those  Field  officers  who  are  second  in 
the  command  of  a  corps,  and  who  by  the  regulations  are  excluded  from  it. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  other  considerations  with  which  I  need 
not  trouble  you,  it  is  now  decided  by  the  Duke  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  the  aides-de-camp  of  a  Commander  of  the  Forces,  who  are  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  in  the  army,  shall  tmly  be  considered  eligible  to  the  medal. 


Sept.,  1814.  SUCCESSES  IN  AMERICA.  275 

I  send  you  an  official  authority  on  the  subject. 

The  gaiety  you  experienced  here  has  been  transferred,  it  would  appear, 
to  Paris,  where  all  the  idlers  from  this  country  have  repaired.  I  have 
been  very  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have  been  unwell  since  your  arrival ; 
but  I  hope  you  have  long  before  this  been  perfectly  reestablished. 

We  are  going  on  here  pretty  much  in  the  old  way ;  but  we  official 
people  feel  the  deprivation  of  interest  which  was  given  to  business  by  the 
constant  look  out  for  the  occurrence  of  events  of  glory  under  your  guidance 
and  command.  We  have,  by  the  by,  a  despatch  to-day  from  America,  by 
wliich  it  appears  that  General  Drummoud  has  beaten  the  Yankees.  The 
aide-de-camp  tells  me  that  the  Americaus  fought  with  great  desperation, 
and  that  they  appear  to  have  acquired  a  degree  of  good  order  in  their  move- 
inents  hitherto  unknown  to  them.  I  trust  that  the  reinforcements,  which 
had  all  arrived,  will  enable  Sir  G.  Prevost  to  concentrate  a  force  that  will 
effectually  destroy  all  the  enemy's  hopes  upon  Canada,  and  perhaps  lead  to 
the  termination  of  the  war.  In  every  affair  hitherto  our  troops  have  fought 
against  treble  their  numbers. 

Hill's  expedition  is  postponed,  if  not  altogether  given  up.  I  am  glad  of 
it  on  many  accounts.  It  was  too  late  in  the  season  for  such  an  object ; 
and  I  don't  think  the  enter^^rise  was  one  by  which  he  could  have  gained 
much  credit. 

When  I  began  this  letter  I  did  not  mean  to  trouble  you  beyond  the 
rK)int  of  business  upon  which  I  had  occasion  to  address  you ;  but  I  have 
been  insensibly  led  on,  which  I  hope  you  will  excuse. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord  Duke,  most  faithfully  and  sincerely  yours, 

H.  TOBBENS. 


Count  Jaucourt  to  Field  Marshal  the  DuJu  of  Wellington, 

Mt  Lord,  Paris,  20  Sept.,  1814. 

II  a  6tA  r^l6  par  Tart.  15  du  traits  de  paix  que  les  vaisseaux  de  guerre 
et  b&timens  arm^,  comme  aussi  Tartillerie  et  les  mimitions  navales,  etc., 
qui  se  trouvaient  dans  les  places  maritimes  remises  par  la  France  en  execu- 
tion de  I'art.  2  de  la  convention  du  23  Avril,  seraient  partag^  entre  la 
France  et  les  pays  oil  les  places  sont  situ^s,  dans  la  proportion  de  deux 
tiers  pour  la  France  et  d'un  tiers  pour  les  puissances  auxquelles  les  ditcs 
places  appartiendraient. 

Le  d^partement  de  la  Marine  ayant  pens^  que  les  puissances  auxquelles 
^hoira  le  tiers  des  vaisseaux  et  b&timens  devaient  supporter  de  mdme  le 
tiers  des  dettes  qui  se  rapportent  k  leur  construction  ou  k  leur  armement,  a 
donn^  k  la  commission  nomm^e  par  le  Hoi  pour  concourir  aux  operations  du 
partage  k  Anvers  des  instructions  en  consequence.  Mais  il  parait  que  les 
commissaires  des  puissances  alliees  se  sont  constamment  refuses  k  reconnaitre 
m6me  le  principe  de  cette  dette.  Ce  principe,  my  Lord,  semble  cependant 
ne  pouvoir  dtre  contest^ ;  les  vaisseaux,  b&timens,  munitions,  etc.,  qui  se 
trouvaient  dans  les  places  designees  sont  une  propriety  dont  le  partage  a  6t4 
regie.  Les  charges  dont  cette  propriete  est  grevee  lui  sont  inherentes,  et 
doivent  en  droit  dtre  partagees  avec  elle.  Ne  point  admettre  cette  condi- 
tion serait  rompre  la  proportion  d'apr^  laquelle,  aux  termea  6l»l  Vn^^i^^s^ 
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repartition  a  dA  se  faire ;  ear  la  France  ne  pourrait  6tre  regarde'e  comme 
recevant  les  deux  tiers  des  objets  partag^s,  si,  ind^pendamment  des  charges 
dont  sa  part  est  affects,  elle  devait  aussi  acquitter  celles  de  la  part  qui 
^hoit  aux  puissances  alli^. 

J'ajoute  que  fesprit  du  traits  est  tout-a-fait  conforme  k  cette  th^rie, 
puisque  par  Tart.  30  il  a  ^te  r^gW  que  les  sommes  qui  seraient  dues  pour 
les  travaux  d'utilit^  publique  sur  le  Rhin  ou  dans  les  d^partemens  d^tacb^s  de 
la  France  passeraient  k  la  charge  du  futur  possesseur.  Or  ce  cas  pr^nte 
avec  la  question  dont  il  s*agit  une  analogic  qui  n'^chappera  surement  pas  li 
Votre  Excellence. 

Je  suis  persuade,  my  Lord,  que  les  considerations  que  je  viens  d'exposer 
Yous  paraitront  p^remptoires.  Je  prie  Votrc  Excellence  dc  les  porter  k  la 
connaissance  de  son  gouvemement ;  et  je  ne  doute  pas  qu'il  ne  donne  k  ses 
commissaires  k  Anvers  les  instructions  n^cessaires  pour  que  la  juste  de- 
roande  form^  par  les  commissaires  du  Hoi,  quant  au  partage  des  dettes  con- 
tractus pour  la  construction  ou  Tarmement  des  vaisseaux  et  b&timeus  dont 
il  est  question,  soit  admise  sans  difficult^. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  avec  une  tr^s  haute  consideration,  my  Lord, 

Votre  tr^  humble  et  irba  ob^issant  serviteur, 

F.  Jaucodbt. 


Cdonel  Kiel  Camphdl  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  l^RD,  Island  of  Elba,  21st  Sept.,  1814. 

Napoleon  embarked  yesterday  for  the  island  of  Pia  Nosa,  with  several 
ladies  of  Elba  belonging  to  his  household,  and  it  is  said  that  he  means  to 
remain  there  for  a  few  days.  I  had  formerly  the  honour  of  stating  to  your 
Lordship  that  this  island  is  situated  a  few  miles  south  of  £)lba,  about  three 
miles  long  and  one  broad.  Being  very  capable  of  yielding  grain,  the  acqui- 
sition of  it  is  desirable  to  him ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  has  no  other 
view  in  sending  a  detachment  of  soldiers  and  some  inhabitants  there ;  but 
it  affords  him  opportunities  of  receiving  persons  from  the  continent^  and 
particularly  Naples  and  Corsica,  without  any  possible  means  of  detecting 
it.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  attract  your  Lordship's  notice 
to  the  circumstance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

NiEL  Campbell. 


[  786. 1  To  the  Bight  Hon.  J,  C.  ViUiers. 

m 

My  dear  ViLLIERS,  Paris,  23rd  Sept..  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th,  and  I  assure  you  that 
it  j^ves  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  hear  from  you  on  any 
subject,  particularly  on  one  in  which  the  nation  are  so  much 
interested  as  the  slave  trade. 
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I  have  as  yet  got  nothing  in  writing  on  the  subject ;  but  I 
think  the  new  Minister  of  Marine,  although  he  has  a  kick  in  his 
gallop^  and  is  very  old,  has  now  been  long  enough  in  office  to . 
have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  propositions  in  my  note  of  the 
26th  August ;  and  I  propose  to  make  another  attack  in  writing 
to  get  that,  in  an  official  form,  which  has  been  promised 
verbally. 

My  note  proposed  a  reciprocal  search  of  all  vessels  north  of 
the  Line,  within  the  tropics,  as  far  as  long.  25^  from  London : 
this  must  be  attended  by  other  regulations,  which  I  intend  to 
propose  as  soon  as  the  principle  is  officially  adopted. 

By  the  aid  of  Mr.  Clarkson  I  have  already  circulated  a  good 
deal  of  information  on  the  trade ;  and  Madame  de  Siael  has 
undertaken  to  translate  Mr.  Wilberforce's  pamphlet,  which  I 
likewise  propose  to  circulate.  If  we  can  get  those  who  read  on 
our  side,  who  are  very  few  in  number,  we  shall  do  a  great  deal 
of  good. 

In  regard  to  St.  Domingo,  the  French  government  have 
hitherto  not  only  done  nothing,  but  have  determined  upon 
nothing.  The  Ring,  who  is  the  most  cautious  man  I  ever  saw, 
and  the  best  Sovereign  for  this  country,  some  time  ago  sent  two 
persons  to  St  Domingo  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  things; 
and  he  does  not  propose  to  take  any  step  whatever  till  they 
shall  return.  ^ 

A  report  has  been  made  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  by  a 
committee  at  the  head  of 'which  is  a  General  Desfoumeaux,  on 
a  petition  from  certain  proprietors  of  St  Domingo.  The  senti- 
ments of  this  report  are  moderate.  I  think  it  goes  to  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  and  the  establishment  of  a  court  of  villenage  in 
the  island.  It  deprecates  the  attempt  to  reduce  the  negroes  by 
force  of  arms.  I  think  this  report  is  liked  in  the  societies  of 
Paris,  where,  if  you  recollect,  everything  is  canvassed  by  man, 
woman,  and  child. 

Believe  me,  &c, 

WELLINaXON. 
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H,  GoiUburrif  Esq,,  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Ghent,  23rd  Sept.,  1814. 

Since  I  last  wrote  I  have  received  your  two  private  letters  of  the  16tL 
and  the  20th. 

You  may  depend  upon  our  governing  ourselves  entirely  by  the  instruc- 
tions which  they  contain,  and  upon  my  continuing  to  represent  to  the 
Americans,  as  I  always  have  done  whenever  an  opportunity  has  offered, 
the  very  strong  opinion  which  prevails  in  England  against  an  unsatisfactory 
peace  with  America.  Of  this  Mr.  Gallatin  appears  to  be  the  only  American 
in  any  degree  sensible,  and  this  i)erhaps  arises  from  his  being  less  like  an 
American  than  any  of  his  colleagues. 

I  did  not  trouble  you  with  a  letter  by  the  last  messenger,  because  I  had 
only  one  observation  to  make,  and  that  was  upon  the  falsehood  of  which  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  have,  upon  their  own  showing,  been  guilty  in 
their  correspondence  with  us.  You  will  observe  that  in  their  note  of  the 
24th  ultimo  they  stated  that  "  as  by  the  pacification  of  Europe  the  causes 
of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slates  had  disappeared, 
they  had  been  instructed  by  their  government  not  to  insist  upon  the  mari- 
time questions."  By  their  subsequent  note  it  appears  that  their  last  instruc- 
tions were  dated  in  January  last,  when  the  pacification  of  Europe  had  not 
only  not  taken  place,  but  was  not  even  probable :  consequently  it  could  not 
have  been  the  pacification  of  Europe  which  led  America  to  abandon  tho 
pretended  causes  of  the  war.  It  would  not  be  difficult  from  this  to  arguo 
(if  not  to  prove)  that  the  maritime  questions  were  only  the  pretended 
causes  of  war,  and  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  were  willing 
and  did  instruct  their  ministers  to  give  them  u])  as  soon  as  they  found  the 
real  object  of  the  war,  viz.  the  conquest  of  Canada,  imattainablo.  When 
the  subject  comes  to  be  debated,  I  think  a  good  deal  may  be  made  of  this 
argument  * 

The  intelligence  from  Canada  is  very  satisfactory :  I  hope,  too,  that  it  is 
only  the  prelude  to  something  better.  If  Prevost  succeeds  against  Sackett*s 
Harbour,  the  next  year  (if  the  war  continues)  will  pass  in  a  comparative 
state  of  repose  for  Upper  Canada. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yoiurs  ever  most  faithfully, 

Benbt  Goulbukn. 


77ie  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  CastUreagh, 

Mt  DEAB  Castlebeagh,  Fife  Hoose,  23rd  Sept.,  1814. 

The  Prince  Regent  will  hold  a  Council  to-morrow  for  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  which  will  be  fixed  for  the  8th  or  10th  of  November. 

I  trust  we  may  be  able  to  get  through  all  the  necessary  business  by  the 
second  week  in  December :  we  could  then  adjourn  to  the  very  end  of 
January,  which  would  give  you  time,  I  hope,  to  conclude  all  your  business 
and  to  return  home. 

A  few  days  will  probably  enable  us  to  determine  how  far,  under  present 
circumstances,  there  is  any  chance  of  putting  an  end  to  the  American  war, 
I  confess  on  many  accounts  I  wish  wo  were  well  out  of  it;  but  I  think  we 
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have  now  gone  to  the  utmost  justifiable  point  in  concession,  and  if  they  are 
so  unreasonable  as  to  reject  our  proposals,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
fight  it  out.  The  military  accounts  from  America  are  upon  the  whole 
satisfactory.  Our  army  from  Bordeaux  had  arrived  in  Canada,  and  im- 
portant operations  were  in  contemplation  on  that  side,  which  our  officers 
appear  to  have  no  doubt  would  now  prove  successful.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  forces  under  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  and  General  Boss  were  most 
actively  employed  upon  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  creating  the  greatest 
degree  of  alarm  and  rendering  the  government  very  unpopular.  We  may 
hope,  therefore,  that  if  the  American  government  £^ould  prove  themselves 
80  unreasonable  as  to  reject  our  proposals  as  they  have  been  now  modified, 
they  will  not  long  be  permitted  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  countiy, 
particularly  as  their  military  efibrts  have  in  no  way  corresponded  with  the 
high  tone  in  which  they  attempt  to  negotiate. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

LlYSBPOOIi. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Vieoount  Castlereagh, 

Mr  DEAB  Castlebeagh,  Fife  HoQM,  23nl  Sept.,  1814. 

I  received  the  copy  of  your  despatch  to  Sir  Henry  Wellesley.  We  had 
already  instructed  him  to  the  same  effect  from  hence.  It  would  be  obviously 
impossible  to  give  the  least  countenance  to  the  proposition  for  a  Spanish 
loan  without  a  stipulation  for  the  total  and  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  written  this  day  to  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  in  answer  to  one  I  received  from  him  a  few  days  ago,  a  copy 
of  which  he  has  transmitted  to  you.  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  us  who 
are  here  on  the  expediency,  under  all  the  circumstances,  of  the  proposition 
referred  to  in  that  letter.  I  am  confident  that  it  would  allay  a  storm  in 
this  country  which  we  shall  otherwise  find  it  very  difficult  to  weather,  and 
that  it  may  operate  as  a  strong  inducement  to  the  Continental  powers  to 
concur  in  those  measures  for  the  same  purpose  in  which  we  should  want 
their  assistance. 

Suppose  the  French  government  to  refuse  our  offer,  we  might  then  close 
with  them  upon  that  to  which  they  have  already  agreed,  the  immediate 
abolition  north  of  the  Line,  and  the  total  abolition  at  the  end  of  five  years. 
This  being  settled  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  we  might  call  upon 
the  Powers  at  the  Congress  to  agree  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  colonial 
produce  into  their  respective  dominions  from  any  countries  which  had  not 
become  parties  to  this  stipulation.  The  offer  of  compensation  or  of  a  West 
India  colony  on  our  part  to  France  as  the  price  of  immediate  abolition  would 
be  the  best  proof  of  our  sincerity,  and  might  have  the  effect,  therefore,  of 
reconciling  other  Powers  to  measures  to  which  they  might  otherwise  be 
indifferent. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  avoid  urging  this  view  of  the  question  upon  your 
consideration.  You  will  be  the  best  judge  how  far  the  details  of  it  can  be 
managed  in  the  first  instance  with  most  advantage  at  Paris  or  at  Vienna. 

LlYEBPOOL. 
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To  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Milord, 

Les  sujets  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  que  Tordonnance  Roy  ale  ci-jointe 
concerne  prient  ires  humblement  Voire  Excellence  de  remarquer  combien  il 
8*en  faut  que  cette  pi^  ne  leur  rende  la  justice  qu'ils  attendoient  du  der- 
nier traiU  de  paix,  k  I'ex^utiou  duquel  Voire  Excellence  ne  manquera  pas 
de  veiller : 

1.  On  n*y  faii  pas  la  moindre  aiieniion  aux  disposiiions  de  ce  irait^, 
quoiqu'on  les  aii  foriemeni  r^clamdcs  dans  les  difT^rentes  p^iiiions  auxquellcs 
ceite  ordonnance  esi  suppose  r^pondro ; 

2.  Bien  loin  de  remeiire  les  sujets  Briianniqucs  comme  ils  ^toient  en 
1792,  ainsi  que  porie  ce  iraitd,  les  misdrables  reliques  des  spoliations  rdvo- 
luiionnaires  soni  charg^  k  tout  leur  montani  des  boursiers,  doni  on  n*a 
d'autre  connaissance  que  de  savoir  que  leur  origine  esi  ir^-dquivoque,  ct 
qu*ils  ne  se  dcsiineni  point  k  TEtat  eccldsiastique,  pour  lequel  scul  ces 
diablissemens  oni  4t4  fondds ; 

3.  On  ne  laisseni  aux  anciens  propridtaires,  pas  meme  la  subsisiance, 
encore  moins  de  quoi  saiisfaire  aux  frais  qu'on  leur  £ftii  essuyer  par  dMnutiles 
tracasseries  ei  ddlais. 

C*esi  ainsi  qu*on  prdtend  les  indemniser  de  la  privation  do  leurs  biens, 
pendant  Tespace  de  plus  de  vingi  ans  d'un  temps  rdvolutionnairc,  en  les  y 
assujeiiissant  pendant  buit  k  dix  ans  de  plus,  jusqu*^  ce  que  ces  boursiers 
nomm^s,  on  ne  sait  pas  par  qui,  aient  fini  leurs  dtudes,  ei  que  les  anciens 
propridtaires  aient,  en  toute  apparence,  fini  de  vivre. 

Est-ce  done  qu'une  nation  grande  comme  la  France  nc  sauroit  trouver  les 
moyens  de  pourvoir  II  la  subsisiance  d'une  trentaiue  de  boursiers  (ses  propres 
sujets)  qu*elle  veut  protdger,  que  par  les  ddpouilles  des  dtrangers  qui  sont 
venus  placer  avcc  confiance  leurs  propridt^  dans  son  sein  ?  Est-ce  qu'une 
nation,  fi^re  comme  la  France,  souffrira  qu'il  soit  dit  qu'on  rdpond  h  I'accueil 
que  TAngleierre  a  fiEkit  pendant  la  rdvolution  aux  Franyais,  par  do  tellcs 
peiitesses,  sans  dire  de  telles  injustices  P 

Ordonnance, 

Louis,  par  la  grSuce  de  Dieu,  Roi  de  France  ei  de  Navarre. 
Sur  le  rapport  de  noire  Minisire  Secrdtairo  d'Etai  de  I'lni^rieur  avons 
ordonnd  oe  qui  suit : — 

Article  I. 

L'arrSi^  du  19  Fruciidor,an  9,  ei  le  ddcrei  du  28  Flordal,  an  13,  qui  avaient 
ordonnd  la  rdunion,  en  un  seule  dtablissemeni,  des  diverses  institutions 
d'hommes  fonddes  en  France  en  favour  des  Catholiques  Irlandais,  Anglais, 
ei  Ecossais,  soni  rappori^s. 

Art.  II. 

La  restitution  k  cbaque  section,  dite  Anglaise  ei  Ecossaise,  des  fonda- 
tions,  rentes,  etbiens  non  aliends  ddpendans  de  ces  diverses  instiiuiions,  est 
ordonnd,  saof  a  ceux  qui  rdclameni  k  prouver  leurs  droits  respectifs. 
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Abt.  III. 

La  commission  nomm^  par  TarrdU  de  noire  Ministre  Secretaire  d'Etat 
de  rint^rieur,  du  13  Juillet  dernier,  pour  recevoir  et  arrdter  les  comptcs 
des  Sieurs  Walsh,  Parker,  et  Macnulty,  depuis  le  premier  Janvier,  1809, 
est  charg^  d*examiner  les  droits  des  parties  r^lamantes  et  d*en  faire  son 
rapport  k  noire  Ministre  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  rintdrieur,  afin  qu'il  en  soit 
statue  definiii  Yemeni. 

Abt.  IV. 

L^administrateur-geaeral  des  trois  sections  r^unies,  confirme  par  noire  or- 
donnance  du  21  Juin  dernier,  ne  prendra  plus  d'autre  iitre  que  celui 
d'Administraieur-General  des  Etablissemens  et  Colleges  Irlandais. 

Art.  V. 

Pour  eviter  iouies  discussions  n^es  ou  k  naitre,  la  commission  d^jk  nomm^e 
fixera,  k  pariir  de  la  susdite  ^poque,  premier  Janvier,  1809,  la  balance  de 
ce  que  Tune  de  ces  sections  doit  k  Tauire,  k  raison  des  fonds  que  l*une  d'elles 
a  pu  avancer,  afin  que  les  d^penses  pour  frais,  constructions,  et  reparations 
puisseni  dire  suppori^es  par  chaque  section  respective. 

Abt.  VI. 

Le  remboursemeni  de  la  somme  que  chaque  section  pent  devoir  k  Tune 
des  autres  doit  se  faire  dans  Tespace  de  deux  ans,  sans  interdts. 

Abt.  Vn. 

Les  boursiers  aujourd*hui  places  sur  les  fonds  r^unis  des  irois  nations 
resteront  k  la  charge  de  la  section  k  laquelle  ils  appariienneni  comme^ori- 
ginaires  de  Tun  de  ces  trois  royaumes,  jusqult  la  fin  de  leurs  etudes.  Mais, 
au  fur  et  k  mesure  des  vacances  de  ces  bourses,  il  n'y  sera  plus  nommes 
d'autrcs  boursiers  sans  le  ooncours  de  qui  de  droits  approuve  par  noire 
Ministre  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  I'lnterieur. 

Abt.  Vm. 

n  sera  acoorde  une  annee,  k  daier  des  presenies,  pour  evacuer  du  Semi- 
naire  Anglais,  les  archives,  lingerie,  bureaux,  etc.,  sauf  k  fixer  k  Tamiable 
entre  les  irois  sections  les  contributions  qu'elles  doiveni  supporter  pour  le 
logement  de  rAdminisiraieur-general. 

Abt.  IX. 

Noire  ordonnanoe  du  21  Juin  dernier  soriira  son  plein  et  eniier  effet  en 
tout  ce  qui  n*est  coniraire  k  la  presente. 

Abt.  X. 

Noire  Ministre  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  rinterieur  esi  charge  de  Texecaiion 
de  la  presente  ordonnance. 
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Donn^  au  cMteau  des  Tuileries,  le  23  Septembrc,  1814,  et  dc  notre  rfegne 

le  vingtitoe. 

(Sign^)         LouiB. 

Par  le  Roi, 
(Sign^         L'Abl)^  dc  Montesquiou. 

Ponr  ampliation, 
Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  rintdricur, 

(Signd)         L'Abbd  de  Montesquiou. 

Pour  copic  oonforme, 
Lo  Socrdtairo  G^ndral  du  Minist^rc,  Chevalier  de  la  legion  d'Honncur, 

(SignQ         GuizoT. 


To  the  Commi89umert  appointed  by  Ilis  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  carry 
into  effect  the  2nd  and  ^ih  Additional  Artichs  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris. 

Office  of  Commissioners  for  British  Claims, 
No.  2,  Rue  de  Beaunc,  23rd  Sept.,  1814. 

The  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  have  had  the  honour  to 
receive  the  note  of  the  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  of  the 
22nd  instant,  acquainting  them  that  it  is  their  opinion  that  they  ought,  in 
the  first  Instance,  to  proceed  to  what  they  consider  the  most  important 
object  of  their  duty,  the  liquidation  of  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  prisoners  of  war. 

Without  entering  into  discussion  upon  a  jx)int  upon  which  the  under- 
signed have  already  had  the  honour  to  submit  their  sentiments  to  the 
Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  the  undersigned  hasten  to 
acquaint  the  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  that  whenever 
they  are  prepared  to  lay  before  the  undersigned  the  accounts  of  the  French 
government  for  the  maintenance  of  English  prisoners  of  war,  the  under- 
signed are  prepared  to  submit  on  their  part  to  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  the  account  of  the  British  government  for  the 
maintenance  of  French  prisoners,  and  are  ready  instantly  to  apply  them- 
selves to  the  liquidation  of  the  whole  account.  But  whilst  the  undersigned 
have  the  honour  to  assure  the  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty 
of  their  readiness  to  enter  immediately  into  the  examination  of  this  account, 
they  feel  it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to  protest  in  the  most  earnest 
manner  against  the  adoption  of  any  course  the  operation  of  which  may  be 
to  suspend  the  liquidation  and  discharge  of  the  private  claims  of  British 
subjects  upon  the  government  of  France,  until  an  account  so  voluminous 
as  that  of  the  prisoners  of  war  shall  be  completely  investigated. 

The  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  are  aware  that  all 
French  subjects  are  now  in  the  actual  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the 
principal,  interest,  and  free  disposition  of  all  sums  vested  by  them  in  any 
of  the  public  funds  of  England :  they  will  therefore  see  that  any  course 
which  might  lead  to  such  a  delay  would  be  a  direct  infraction  of  the  article 
of  the  Treaty  whereby  **  France  engages  to  act  towards  British  subjects  iu 


Sept.,  1814.  FRENCH  SLAVE  TRADE.  283 

respect  to  the  sums  due  to  them  with  the  same  justice  which  the  French 
suhjects  have  enperienced  in  Great  Britain.** 

The  undersigned  therefore  trust  that  if,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  they  proceed  immediately 
to  the  examination  of  the  account  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  the  Commissioners 
of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  will  be  willing  to  give  at  the  same  time  an 
equal  portion  of  their  attention  to  what  the  undersigned  must  consider  to 
be  of  at  least  equal  importance,  the  liquidation  of  the  private  claims  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  subjebts. 

Persuaded  that  the  Commissioners  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  will 
feel  the  justice  of  this  proposal,  the  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  repeat 
to  them  their  anxious  wish  that  they  would  take  into  their  earliest  con- 
sideration the  claims  which  they  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  them  in 
their  note  of  the  19th  instant. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  the  assurances  of  their  high  consideration. 

C.  Baoot. 

C.  A.  Mackenzie. 

A.  E.  IjfPET. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Duke,  Fife  House,  23rd  Sept,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  with  the  account  of  your 
conversation  with  M.  de  Talleyrand  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 
The  result  of  it  is  very  much  what  I  expected,  though  I  cannot  avoid 
saying  that  it  was  very  unfair  in  Talleyrand  (knowing  as  he  did  all  our 
embarrassment  on  this  question)  to  say  even  as  much  as  he  admits  himself 
to  have  said  to  Lord  Holland  upon  it ;  and  though  I  have  no  doubt  that 
Lord  Holland  in  his  zeal  exaggerated  what  passed  on  the  occasion,  yet  I 
think  it  very  probable  that  Talleyrand  said  more  than  he  now  avows.  Upon 
considering  tiie  matter  thoroughly,  I  do  think,  however,  that,  especially 
after  what  has  passed,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  some  producible  record 
that  we  had  offered  to  France  a  pecuniary  compensation  or  an  island  for  the 
immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Some  such  proposition  is  certainly 
expected  by  the  abolitionists.  These  expectations  have  been  encouraged 
by  the  report  of  the  disposition  of  the  French  government  to  listen  to  it ; 
and  unless  the  attempt  is  made  in  some  shape  in  which  it  can  be  shown 
that  it  has  been  made  and  rejected,  I  am  apprehensive  we  shall  not  stand 
well  with  many  of  our  friends.  I  have  the  less  disinclination  to  the  offer 
of  an  island  for  this  object,  since  it  has  been  determined  to  retain  Demerara, 
Essequibo,  and  Berbice.  These  settlements  are  most  valuable  to  us,  not 
only  as  they  are  occupied  almost  exclusively  by  British  proprietors,  but 
likewise  as  they  contain  the  principal  cotton  establishments  in  America 
for  the  use  of  our  manufactures.  The  retention  of  them  will,  however,  add 
in  some  degree  to  the  colonial  jealousy  of  Great  Britain  which  exists  on 
the  Continent,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  planters  and  merchants 
interested  in  the  settlements  in  question  did  not  expect  that  we  ahAuiji\ssi>^ 
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them.  Under  these  circumstances  I  think  we  can  afford  to  offer  a  West 
India  colony  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  which  the  nation  has 
certainly  so  much  at  heart.  I  would  offer  none  but  a  West  India  colony, 
and  I  have  already  stated  to  you  my  reasons  for  preferring  to  offer  Trinidad. 
I  think  it  a  question,  however,  whether  in  the  first  instance  it  would  be 
necessary  to  state  either  the  amount  of  money  or  the  particular  colony  we 
were  prepared  to  give  up.  The  proposition  might  be  confined  to  the  prin- 
ciple in  the  first  instance ;  and  if  that  were  formally  rejected,  we  could  not 
be  called  upon  to  go  into  details.  I  should  only  wish,  for  the  reasons 
already  stated,  that  if  the  offer  of  a  colony  be  made,  the  colony  should  be 
described  as  a  West  India  colony. 

It  is  likewise  worth  considering  whether  under  present  circumstances 
such  a  proposition  would  better  be  made  at  Paris  or  at  Vienna,  and  1  wish 
upon  this  point  you  would  communicate  with  Lord  Castlereagh. 

I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government  to  recover  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo  by  force  or  in- 
timidation will  prove  abortive.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  parties  in  the 
island  will  come  even  to  any  compromise  with  the  French  government 
which  is  not  founded  upon  the  independence  of  the  colony  and  its  right  to 
trade  with  other  countrieA  as  well  as  with  France. 

I  should  be  sorry  on  many  accounts  to  see  the  French  government 
embark  in  the  undertaking  of  acquiring  St.  Domingo  by  force,  as  I  am  per- 
suaded they  would  lose  character  and  credit  by  it.  If  the  government  and 
West  India  planters  could  once  be  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
necessary  to  give  up  the  recovery  of  St.  Domingo  as  desperate,  they  might 
perhaps  be  led  to  think  that  they  could  not  do  better  than  renounce  the 
slave  trade  for  a  new  colony,  or  even  for  a  pecuniary  compensation. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Liverpool. 


Lord  Holland  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  DEAB  Lord,  Geneva,  24th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  owe  you  many  apologies  for  the  trouble  I  am  giving  you,  but  the 
pamphlet  which  I  venture  to  forward  with  this  letter  seems  to  me  so  well 
calculated  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  the  French  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  tbat  I  am  very  anxious  that  you,  who,  from 
your  public  situation,  and  still  more  from  your  personal  character  and  zeal 
in  the  cause,  must  have  so  many  opportunities  of  combating  the  opinions 
of  the  anti-abolitionists  in  France  with  effect,  should  be  in  early  possession 
of  the  facts  bo  clearly  stated  in  this  little  work.  It  is  written  by  Mr. 
Sismondi,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  *  History  of  the  Italian  Republics.* 
Nothing,  I  fear,  but  a  conviction  that  it  is  her  commercial  interest  will 
induce  France  to  concur  cordially  in  the  abolition.  I  have  no  doubt^  how- 
ever, that  it  is  her  interest  in  the  present  dearth  of  capital,  especially  as  it 
is  yet  possible,  if  France  and  England  agree,  to  compel  Portugal  and 
Spain  to  acquiesce  in  the  measure.  I  sincerely  believe  that  if  anything 
coald  add  to  your  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  England,  it  would  be  becom* 
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ing  the  instrament  of  putting  a  final  end  to  this  horrible  trade ;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  nothing  could  add  to  the  satisfaction  which  the  English 
public  would  feel  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  great  work  more  than  the 
circumstance  of  owing  it  in  some  measure  to  the  exertions  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington. 

There  is  another  object  of  humanity  which  I  am  sure  you  would  wish 
to  promote,  but  of  the  means  of  doing  so  you  alone  can  judge  :  I  mean  the 
release  of  the  LibercUes  leaders  whom  King  Ferdinand  has  imprisoned  in 
Spain.  It  has  sometimes,  I  own,  occurred  to  me  that  any  interest  ex- 
pressed about  them  by  Lord  Castlereagh  and  the  other  ministers  at  the 
CJongress  might  have  an  effect  at  Madrid,  and  that  your  testimony  to  their 
zeal  against  King  Joseph  and  Napoleon,  even  in  their  most  injudicious 
methods  of  opposing  them,  would  carry  great  weight  with  the  other  Powers 
of  Europe,  and  induce  them  to  urge  the  Court  of  Spain  to  an  act  of 
amnesty  at  least,  if  it  must  not  be  called  an  act  of  justice.  Perhaps  my 
anxiety  from  public  and  private  feeling  to  rescue  many  honourable  public 
characters  and  some  very  intimate  friends  of  mine  from  imprisonment  and 
persecution  may  have  led  me  to  think  such  an  exertion  more  easy  than  it 
really  is,  as  it  certainly  has  led  me  to  suggest  it  to  you  with  most  unpardon- 
able abruptness.  I  have  no  apology  for  doing  so  but  this,  that  the  very  act 
shows  that  I  have  great  confidence  in  your  good  nature  and  humanity,  and 
am  persuaded  that  you  will  readily  interest  yourself  about  the  unfortunate, 
and  as  readily  excuse  the  freedom  of  one  who,  though  but  lately  honoured 
with  your  personal  acquaintance,  has  long  been  with  sincere  respect 

Yours  obediently, 

Vassall  Holland. 


ITie  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  deab  Castlereagh,  Fife  House,  25th  Sept.,  1814. 

We  received  yesterday  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  11th  instant.  I  can 
assure  you  that  we  are  fully  sensible  of  all  the  difficulties  in  which  you 
have  been  involved,  and  entirely  concur  with  you  in  the  substantial  points 
for  which  you  have  been  contending.  We  were  certainly  apprehensive  that 
the  course  the  negotiations  were  taking  with  Russia  might  unintentionally 
lead  us  further  than  we  had  any  idea  of  going,  and  eventually  produce  u 
renewal  of  the  war  in  Europe.  It  may  be  quite  true  that  if  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  does  not  relax  in  his  present  demands,  the  peace  of  Europe  may 
not  be  of  long  continuance ;  but  for  however  short  a  time  that  peace  may 
last,  I  should  consider  it  of  great  advantage.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three 
years  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  power  of  Louis  XVIIL  in 
France  will  be  consolidated,  and  that  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  still 
exists  to  such  an  alarming  degree  in  that  country  will  in  a  great  measure 
have  evaporated.  The  people  will  have  returned  to  peaceful  habits,  and 
the  landed  and  moneyed  interests  will  feel  their  fate  connected  with  that  of 
the  restored  government.  In  two  or  three  years  likewise  the  Prince  of 
Orange  will,  I  trust,  have  been  enabled  firmly  to  establish  his  authority  in 
the  Low  Countries,  will  have  raised  an  army  for  the  defence  of  bl&dicsaiSx&Kscik^ 
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and  have  made  souie  progress  in  erecting  a  barrier  against  his  neighbours. 
But  if  war  should  be  renewed  at  present,  I  fear  that  we  should  lose  all  we 
have  gained,  that  the  revolutionary  spirit  would  break  forth  again  in  full 
force,  and  that  the  Continent  would  be  plunged  in  all  the  evils  under  which 
it  has  groaned  for  the  last  twenty  years.  A  war  now,  therefore,  may  be  a 
revolutionary  war.  A  war  some  time  hence,  though  an  evil,  need  not  be 
different  in  its  character  and  its  effects  from  any  of  those  wars  which 
occurred  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  French  Revolution.  In  short,  this  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
precise  period  in  which  the  sentiment  of  Cicero,  so  often  quoted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  is  really  in  point :  "  Iniquissimam  pacem  justissimo  hello  ante/eroJ"  I 
entertain  these  sentiments  so  strongly,  that  though  I  should  most  deeply 
regret  the  continuance  of  Murat  on  the  throne  of  Naples  as  a  sort  of  taint 
in  our  general  arrangement,  and  though  I  think,  therefore,  that  all  means 
should  be  used  consistent  with  our  engagements  to  negotiate  him  out  of  his 
present  kingdom,  yet  if  such  means  should  fail,  as  I  fear  they  will,  and 
the  question  should  be  whether  any  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  should  take 
up  arms  to  drive  him  out  of  his  dominions,  my  opinion  would  certainly  be 
against  such  a  measure.  I  think  the  positive  benefit  resulting  from  the 
success  of  it  is  not  to  be  compared,  under  present  circumstances,  to  the 
evils  that  might  arise  out  of  the  attempt. 

The  reasoning  in  your  last  paper  in  answer  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
is  quite  triumphant ;  but  I  believe  the  truth  to  be  that  he  is  committed  to 
the  Poles ;  and  the  dread  of  the  reintegration  of  Poland  as  it  existed  in  1 772 
or  1791,  and  the  effect  of  such  a  sacrifice  of  territory  upon  the  Russian 
nobility  and  Russian  people,  are  the  only  considerations  that  will  induce  him 
to  give  way.  He  will  be  quite  deaf  to  every  appeal  to  justice,  moderation, 
or  to  the  engagements  which  he  contracted  with  Pmssia  and  Austria  in  the 
course  of  the  last  campaign.  We  must  likewise  not  conceal  from  ourselves 
that  we  shall  have  a  hard  battle  to  fight  against  public  opinion  in  defence 
of  any  arrangement  of  which  the  independence  of  Poland  does  not  now  fonn 
a  part. 

If  the  arrangements  respecting  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  could  have  been 
quietly  settled  amongst  the  three  Powers  as  the  result  of  the  Treaty  of 
Kalisch  and  of  that  of  the  9th  September,  1813,  we  should  never  have  had 
any  serious  diflBculty  on  the  subject,  and  it  would  have  been  wholly  unne- 
cessary, and  I  think  very  imprudent,  for  us  ever  to  have  started  the  idea  of 
Poland  or  of  Polish  independence ;  but  it  becomes  very  different  to  defend 
the  partition  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  as  one  of  the  alternatives  to  Polish 
independence,  when  the  question  of  Polish  independence  has  been  once 
brought  forward.  We  must,  however,  do  our  best  in  this  respect,  fully 
satisfied  that  we  have  acted  from  no  other  motive  than  that  which  was 
likely  to  contribute  most  upon  the  whole  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
Europe. 

It  seems  difficult  to  imagine  what  course  this  whole  business  is  likely  to 
take  in  Congress.  I  trust  the  means  will  exist,  however,  of  protesting 
against  what  it  may  not  be  prudent  to  resist,  or  at  least  that  care  may  be 
taken  that  we  are  not  parties  to  transactions  which  we  have  such  strong 
reasons  on  every  account  to  disapprove. 

Liverpool. 
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H,  Ooulburn,  Esq,,  to  Earl  Baihurst, 

Mt  DBAB  Lord,  Ghent,  26th  Sept.,  1814. 

The  American  note,  which  we  transmit  by  the  present  opportunity, 
appears  to  us  to  contain,  in  fact,  a  refusal  to  accede  to  the  modified  propo- 
sition respecting  Indian  pacification,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Indians  to  the 
condition  of  1811,  which  we  brought  forward  in  our  last  note  as  a  sine  qttd 
non.  For  if  we  adopt  the  mode  proposed  by  them  for  extending  the  peace 
to  the  Indians,  we  do  in  reality  abandon  them  as  nations,  and  consent  to 
treat  for  them  as  for  subjects  of  the  United  States ;  and  although  we  might 
perhaps  thus  protect  the  individual  Indians  who  have  espoused  our  cause 
as  effectually  as  (without  a  restraint  on  the  purchase  of  their  lands)  it  is 
possible  to  protect  them,  yet  an  admission  of  this  kind  appears  to  be  not 
only  an  abandonment  of  the  principle  on  which  our  whole  argument  has 
been  founded,  but  might  be  adduced  in  a  later  stage  of  the  negotiation  as  a 
ground  for  excluding  us  from  that  trade  which  we  carried  on  previous  to 
the  war  with  those  Indians  as  independent  nations,  and  from  which  the 
Americans  are  (as  they  have  avowed  in  their  preceding  notes)  desirous  of 
excluding  us.  In  accepting,  too,  the  words  proposed  by  the  Americans, 
even  with  modifications,  there  would  be  great  danger  to  the  Indians  IcHt 
the  Americans,  having  stated  the  sense  in  which  they  have  been  proposed, 
should  in  applying  them  to  the  Indians  so  construe  them,  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  sense  in  which  we  had  accepted  them.  Viewing  the  note  in  this 
liglit,  we  have  been  nevertheless  unwilling  to  take  any  step  which  might 
lead  to  an  early  termination  of  the  negotiation  without  a  previous  commu- 
nication with  the  government,  and  we  therefore  send  a  copy  of  it  home. 

That  you  may  not,  however,  conceive  from  the  length  of  the  note  that 
we  are  desirous  of  relieving  ourselves  of  the  task  of  replying  to  it,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  mode  in  which  the 
assertions  and  arguments  contained  in  it  are  to  be  best  met.  If  our  view 
appear  to  you  correct,  we  need  not  impose  any  further  task  upon  you  than 
that  of  stating  your  concurrence ;  if  it  appear  erroneous,  the  points  on 
which  you  consider  us  to  err. 

The  Americans  having  proposed  a  specific  article  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
pacification,  we  conceive  it  might  be  met  by  proi^sing  on  our  part  the 
article  with  which  we  should  be  satisfied.  Whatever  this  article  may  be 
(and  that  we  must  leave  to  your  decision),  it  would  afford  us  the  opportunity 
of  urging  in  the  manner  you  pointed  out  in  a  former  letter  the  sincerity  of 
our  desire  for  peace  in  reducing  our  original  demands  at  a  moment  when 
the  success  of  our  arms  might  have  authorised  an  opposite  line  of  conduct. 

Our  ultimatum  respecting  Canadian  frontier  is  not  calTed  for,  since  they 
have  declined  giving  us  the  assurance  which  we  stated  to  be  an  absolute 
preliminary  to  its  production. 

The  other  parts  of  the  note,  though  not  applying  immediately,  if  at  all, 
to  the  subjects  under  discussion,  nevertheless  require  some  observation. 
Professing,  as  the  American  plenipotentiaries  do,  to  avoid  all  irritating  dis- 
cussions, it  is  not  quite  consistent  with  this  profession  to  impute  to  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  restraining  the  attacks  of  the  Indians  the  motive 
which  they  have  assigned  to  it,  however  absurd  in  itself  or  inconsistent 
with  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  both  before  and  afterwards*     d'cn^^. 
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Britain  certainly  did  not  seek  a  cause  of  war  with  the  United  States,  and 
could  consequently  not  have  kept  the  rage  of  the  Indians  suspended  in 
expectation  of  an  event  which  she  did  not  know  would  happen  at  all,  and 
which  she  did  all  in  her  power  to  prevent.  It  is  sufficient  for  us,  however, 
that  in  assigning  this  motive,  the  Americans  admit  the  fact  that  Great 
Britain  did  discourage  the  Indians  from  invading  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  Indians  declared  war  against  them  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  therefore  admit 
the  accusation  contained  in  their  former  note  to  have  been  unfounded. 

The  falsehood  of  their  assertion  respecting  the  instructions  received  from 
their  government  is  apparent  from  their  former  note ;  but  we  beg  in  con- 
firmation to  state  collectively  and  individually  in  our  answer  to  them  that 
we  have  no  recollection  of  their  having  ever  alluded,  at  conference  or  other- 
wise, to  any  instructions  received  by  them  dated  in  June  last.  Indeed  we 
are  perfectly  certain  that  no  such  communication  was  ever  made. 

lliey  have  equally,  as  far  as  we  have  any  means  of  judging,  misstated 
the  grounds  upon  which  Mr.  Pitt  rejected  the  French  proposition  in  1762 
for  considering  the  Indians  between  Canada  and  Louisiana  as  independent 
nations.  The  enclosed  extract  from  the  history  of  that  negotiation  shows 
that  it  broke  off  upon  a  ground  altogether  unconnected  with  Indian  inde- 
pendence. There  must  certainly  be  in  the  Foreign  or  the  State  Paper  Office 
Mr.  E^tt*s  original  answer  to  M.  de  Bussy,  from  which  this  might  effectually 
be  proved.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Americans  have  been  inconsistent  in 
referring  to  this  transaction,  after  having  declared  that  they  knew  of  no 
instance  in  which  a  definition  of  Indian  boundary  with  a  view  to  a  neutral 
barrier  had  ever  been  proposed  or  discussed  by  European  nations.  How  far 
their  statement  as  to  their  having  received  the  solemn  sanction  of  Spain 
herself  to  the  occupation  of  Louisiana  is  correct,  you  will  be  able  to  inform 
us :  we  doubt  it  much. 

The  last  point  to  be  remarked  relates  to  the  district  of  Maine.  The 
proposal  for  appointing  Commissioners  appears  to  us  inadmissible,  it  being 
a  receipt  for  defrauding  Great  Britain ;  but  it  might  be  well  to  state  that 
so  far  from  ever  having  required,  as  they  state,  all  the  portion  of  the  district 
between  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec,  we  at  no  time  required  more  than 
that  very  small  portion  of  unsettled  country  which  interrupts  our  commu- 
nication, and  which  there  is  much  doubt  whether  it  does  not  already  belong 
to  Great  Britain  under  the  former  treaties.  I  know  not  whether  you  will 
think  us  right,  but  we  avoid  as  much  as  possible  referring  to  the  treaty  of 
1783  as  to  territorial  boundaries,  considering  it  as  founded  throughout  in 
this  respect  on  very  erroneous  principles. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  yours  most  faithfully, 

Henkt  Goulbubn. 

We  have  not  enclosed  in  the  American  note  a  copy  of  Sir  A.  Cochrane's 
proclamation,  because  it  has  been  long  since  published  in  all  the  newspapers, 
and  our  powers  of  copying  have  been  fully  exercised  in  making  two  copies 
of  the  American  note. 
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7^  Prince  of  Orange  to  Field  Marshal  the  Dtike  of  WeUinyton, 

My  DKAB  Dukb,  Brussels,  26th  Sept.,  1814. 

This  being  written  in  the  midst  of  a  ball  given  after  this  morning's  races, 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  confusion  of  my  thoughts ;  but  Lieut.-Gen. 
Fagel  having  been  appointed  Dutch  Minister  at  the  Court  of  France,  and 
leaving  this  in  an  hour  for  Paris,  I  make  him  the  bearer  of  these  lines,  by 
which  I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing  him  to  you.  He  is  a  very  excel- 
lent man,  brother  to  the  Dutch  Ambassador  in  London,  and  has  himself 
lived  a  great  deal  in  England  :  he  is  a  personal  friend  of  my  father's,  and 
has  never  left  him  in  all  his  adversities,  which  is  the  chief  reason  for 
his  having  been  chosen  to  fill  the  diplomatic  situation  he  now  is  in,  since 
he  is  the  only  person  my  father  can  entirely  trust,  and  of  whom  he  can  be 
certain  that  he  will  not  intrigue  with  the  French  government.  If  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  take  him  under  your  protection,  since  by  his  instruc- 
tions he  is  to  do  nothing  without  your  participation,  I  am  sure  my  father 
will  be  most  particularly  obliged  to  you,  and  I  think  you  will  find  Fagel 
worthy  of  it. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Duke,  with  perfect  regard, 

Yours  most  truly, 
William,  Hbred.  Pbincs  of  Obakoe, 


To  Lord  Viscount  Casdereagh,  [  737,  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  27th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  enclose  you  a  memorandum  and  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  written  to  Lord  Bathurst  on  the  defence  of  the  Nether- 
lands.* You  will  observe  that  the  left,  that  is  to  say,  from  the 
Scheldt,  or  rather  from  Mons  to  Namur,  will  be  the  most 
vulnerable  point. 

I  have  not  considered  the  subject  in  this  memorandum  beyond 

the  boundary  of  the  Meuse,  but  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the 

evil  would  be  considerably  diminished  if  Luxembourg  were  to 

be  ceded  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.    The  territory  which  would 

be  ceded  with  the  place  would  more  than  provide  the  garrison 

and  defray  the  expense. 

Believe  me,  Ac., 

Wellington. 

*  Bee  Wellington  Despatches,  Ist  edition,  yoI.  xii.,  p.  123. 
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The  Earl  cf  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  to 

Viscount  Castlereagh, 

Mt  DKAB  Duke,  Fife  Houw,  27th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  sent  you  the  "  Extraordinary  Gazette  "  of  this  day,  with  the  very 
satisfactory  account  of  the  operations  of  our  army  and  navy  upon  the  coant 
of  America,  by  the  destruction  of  the  American  flotilla,  and  the  capture  and 
occupation  for  a  time  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

The  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  troops  employed  on  this  service  does 
them  the  highest  credit.  I  rejoice  to  say,  likewise,  that  Sir  A.  Cochrane, 
General  Ross,  and  Admiral  Cockburn  are  very  sanguine  about  their 
future  operations.  They  intend,  on  account  of  the  season,  to  proceed 
in  the  first  instance  to  the  northward,  and  to  occupy  Rhode  Island,  where 
they  propose  remaining  and  living  upon  the  country  until  about  the  1st  of 
November.  They  will  then  proceed  again  southward,  destroy  Baltimore,'"i 
if  they  should  find  it  practicable  without  too  much  risk,  occupy  several 
important  points  on  the  coast  of  Georgia  and  of  the  Carolinas,  take  pos- 
session of  Mobile  in  the  Floridas,  and  close  the  campaign  with  an  attack 
upon  New  Orleans.  In  the  mean  time  we  hope  Sir  James  Yeo  will  be 
able  to  establish  his  superiority  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  that  Sir  George  Pre- 
vost,  having  collected  his  forces,  will  succeed  in  his  attack  upon  Sackett*s 
Harbour  and  upon  Plattsburgh,  on  Lake  Champlain,  for  both  of  which  he  is 
preparing,  and  that  the  Canadian  frontier  will  thus  be  rendered  secure. 

Having  said  all  this,  I  can  assure  you  that  these  considerations  will  make 
no  difference  in  our  anxious  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  if  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  our  honour,  and  upon  such  terms  as  we  are  fairly 
entitled  to  expect.  The  notes  of  our  commissioners  at  Ghent  will,  I  think, 
sufficiently  prove  the  moderation  of  our  views.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  peace 
is  made  on  the  conditions  we  have  proposed,  we  shall  be  very  much  abused 
for  it  in  this  country ;  but  I  feel  too  strongly  the  inconvenience  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  not  to  make  me  desirous  of  concluding  it  at  the 
expense  of  some  popularity;  and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  our 
military  success  will  at  least  divest  the  peace  of  any  thing  which  could  affect 
our  national  character. 

We  are  in  daily  and  hourly  expectation  of  the  answer  of  the  American 
Commissioners  to  our  last  note  ;  by  which  I  think  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
judge  how  far  it  is  practicable,  under  present  circumstances,  to  bring  the 
negotiation  to  a  successful  termination. 

The  Americans  have  certainly  assumed  hitherto  a  tone  in  the  negotiation 
very  different  from  what  their  situation  appears  to  warrant. 

In  any  conversation  which  you  may  have  with  the  King  of  France  or 

with  his  Ministers,  you  will  not  fail  to  advert  to  this  circumstance,  and  to 

do  justice  to  the  moderation  with  which  we  are  disposed  to  act  towards 

them. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke, 

Ever  yours  sincerely, 

LlYEBPOOL. 

[A  copy  of  the  above  letter  to  the  Duke  of  WellingtOD|  leaving  out  tho 
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last  paragraph  and  substituting  the  following,  was  addressed  by  Lord  Liver- 
pool the  same  day  to  Lord  Castlereagh.] 

*^  In  the  exercise  of  your  discretion  as  to  how  much  you  may  think  proper 
to  disclose  of  what  has  been  passing  to  the  Sovereigns  and  ministers  whom 
you  will  meet  at  Vienna,  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  see  the  importance  of 
adverting  to  this  circumstance,  and  of  doing  justice  to  the  moderation  with 
which  we  are  disposed  to  act  towards  America.  I  fear  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  is  half  an  American ;  and  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  do  away 
any  prejudice  which  may  exist  in  his  mind,  or  in  that  of  Count  Nesselrode, 
on  this  subject." 


Count  Jaueourt  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Pari«,  27  Sept.,  1814. 

J*ai  re9U  la  lettre  que  Yotre  Excellence  m'a  fait  l*honneur  de  ro'adresser 
en  date  d*hier  pour  rappeler  la  note  relative  k  la  traite  des  Kdgres,  qu*elle 
avait  pass^e  le  26  Aoiit  k  M.  le  Prince  de  Talleyrand. 

Avant  de  r^pondre  officiellement  k  Yotre  Excellence,  M.  le  Prince  de  Tal- 
leyrand avait  cm  devoir  demander  au  Ministre  de  la  Marine  quelques  ren- 
soignemens  sur  les  moyens  d*ex^uter  les  mesures  qu*elle  proposait  dans 
oette  note,  et  que  le  Roi  8*est  montr^  dispose  k  adopter. 

Ces  renseignemcns  n'ont  point  encore  4t6  donnas  par  le  d^partement  de 
la  Marine.  Je  viens  de  les  demander  de  nouveau,  et  d^s  qu'ils  roe  seront 
parvenus  j'aurai  soin  d^adresser  k  Votre  Excellence  la  r^ponse  qu'elle  m'a 
fait  l*honneur  de  me  demander. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d*dtre,  avec  une  tr^  haute  consideration,  my  Lord, 

Yotre  tr^  humble  et  trte  ob^issant  serviteur, 

F.  Jauoourt. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  DBAB  Lord,  Downing  Street,  27th  Sept,  1814. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  from  the  Hereditary  Prince 
and  of  my  answer.  The  intimation  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to 
give  up  his  command  if  he  proceeds  to  Yienna  will  be  sufficient  to  put  an 
end  to  the  project,  which  I  imagine  has  taken  its  rise  from  some  jealousy  of 
the  Sovereign  Prince.  If  you  should,  however,  hear  anything  of  it,  I  hope 
you  will  equally  discourage  it. 

I  have  seen  a  letter  from  his  head- quarters,  by  which  I  learn  that  the 
Russian  Ambassador  at  the  Hague,  General  Pf  hull,  had  gone  over  to  Brussels 
to  impress  the  Hereditary  Prince  and  his  staff  with  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diately combining  movements  with  the  Prussians  for  the  purpose  of  resist- 
ing an  invasion  of  Belgium,  which  the  Ambassador  appeared  to  apprehend. 
That  this  has  not  been  done  without  orderis  appears  probable  from  the 
Russian  Ambassador  here  having  last  week  held  the  same  language  nearly 
to  Liverpool.  As  the  object  appears  to  be  to  make  us  jealous  oC  i^TVCLOSk^'V 
do  not  quite  understand  it,  unless  it  is  to  impi^aa  xxa^W^  ^\iSiN\QQLV^i»X 
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there  is  a  secret  understanding  between  Austria  and  France;  of  which 
your  Grace,  1  think,  is  not  very  suspicious.  Lord  Liverpool  assured  the 
Russian  Ambassador  liere  that  we  had  an  entire  dependence  on  the  good 
faith  of  France. 

I  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  advance  and  battle  at  Bladcnsburg,  which  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  return  to  the  office.  The  conduct  of  Major- 
General  Ross  docs  credit  to  your  Grace's  school. 

1  remain  yours  very  sincerely, 

Bathubst. 

You  will,  I  hope,  approve  of  my  letter  to  our  Commissioners  at  Ghent, 
which  is  sent  imder  a  flying  seal  to  you  for  Lord  Castlereagh. 

[Enclosures.] 

L 
Tlie  Prince  of  Orange  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

Mr  DEAR  Lord,  Brussels,  2l8t  Sept.,  1814. 

Hy  father  is  very  pressing  upon  the  subject  of  my  going  to  Vienna ;  for 
although  I  told  him  that  I  thought  it  very  indelicate  in  me  to  ask  the  British 
government  to  allow  me  to  quit  the  army  for  some  time  so  immediately  after 
having  assumed  the  command,  he  urged  in  favour  oC  his  desire  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  quit  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries  at  present,  and 
therefore  could  not  go  in  person  to  the  Congress  ;  tliat  it  would,  however,  be 
of  importance  to  him  to  liave  some  one  of  our  family  at  Vienna,  and  that  he 
thought  me  the  most  eligible  person  for  tliat  mission,  being  very  well  seen  by 
the  four  principal  Powers,  England,  Prussia,  Austria,  and  Russia,  knowing  all 
these  Monarchs  personally,  and  having  received  the  greatest  marks  of  kind* 
ness  from  them  :  he  therefore  thinks  it  might  be  of  great  use  to  his  afi&irs, 
and  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  if  I  could  go.  My  answer  was,  that  if  I 
was  at  liberty,  I  certainly  would  immediately  follow  his  desire ;  but  that  not 
being  the  case,  I  would  refer  it  to  you,  and  ask  your  leave  to  that  effect.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  being  here,  the  army  will  be  in  tiie  best  possible  hands  during 
my  absence,  and  suffer  in  no  respect  whatsoever  by  my  being  away.  I  beg 
you  will  communicate  to  the  Prince  Regent  this  demand,  and  assure  him  that 
nothing  but  the  importance  my  father  attaches  to  this  mission  would  have 
made  me  apply  for  a  permission  to  quit  the  army  for  any  time  at  present. 
I  beg,  my  dear  Lord,  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  have  an  answer 
without  delay,  my  father  wishing  me  to  go  as  soon  as  possible. 

For  ever  yours  most  truly  and  sincerely, 

William,  Hebed.  Pbince  of  Orange. 

II. 
Earl  Bathurst  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  27th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  received  on  Saturday  the  letter  which  your  Royal  Highness  did  me  the 
honour  of  writing  to  me  on  the  21st,  in  which  your  Royal  Highness  expressed 
the  wish  of  the  Sovereign  Prince,  and  also  your  own,  to  proceed  to  Vienna  for 
thepuipoae  of  attending  tho  Congress. 
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I  hope  your  Royal  Highness  is  assured  that  it  will  always  give  me  the  sin- 
cerest  satisfEuztion  to  forward  any  proposition  which  the  SoTereign  Prince  or 
yourself  can  think  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  House  of  Orange,  and 
that  you  will  not  think  it  inconsistent  with  this  profession  if  I  beg  you  to 
reconsider  this  undertaking  before  you  engage  in  it. 

The  adjustment  of  the  various  subjects  which  will  be  matter  of  discussion  at 
the  Congress  is  not  the  business  of  a  day.  Your  attendance  there  will  there- 
fore render  it,  I  am  afraid,  expedient  for  you  to  resign  the  command,  which  is 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  arrangements  would  be  probably  made  which 
would  make  it  difficult  for  your  Royal  Highness  afterwards  to  resume  it. 

Even  if  this  objection  did  not  exist,  I  should  doubt  very  much  whether  it  is 
expedient  for  your  Royal  Highness  now  to  proceed  to  Vienna.  The  great 
questions  in  which  the  House  of  Orange  is  peculiarly  interested  are,  in  fact, 
already  arranged  :  of  their  final  conclusion  no  doubt  can  exist  Whatever 
remains  are  questions  of  minor  consequence,  with  which  the  Sovereign  Prince 
can  safely  trust  his  Minister,  more  particularly  as  he  will  be  aided  by  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  also  by  Lord  Clancarty,  who  has  had  the  honour  of  being 
attached  to  the  person  of  His  RoyaLHighness  from  the  moment  he  returned 
to  Holland.  Should  any  questions  arise  of  greater  magnitude  than  I  am 
aware  of^  your  Royal  Highness  will,  I  hope,  excuse  the  freedom  which  I  have 
always  presumed  to  use  towards  you  if  I  fairly  tell  you  that  you  are  too  young 
to  be  entrusted  with  the  prosecution  of  them ;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  con- 
sideration in  which  your  Royal  Highness  is  deservedly  held  by  the  Sovereigns 
who  will  be  assembled  at  Vienna,  it  is  with  their  ministers,  men  of  great  ex- 
perience and  sagacity,  with  whom  your  Royal  Highness  would  have  to  con- 
tend on  any  question  of  great  political  importance. 

The  question  which  is  likely  to  occupy  the  first  attention  of  the  Congress 
is  one  deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  our  three  Continental  Allies.  The  dis- 
cussion is  cfdculated  to  create  great  jealousy,  I  wish  I  could  be  sure  it  would  not 
excite  much  animosity,  among  them.  In  this  it  cannot  be  the  interest  of  your 
Royal  Highness  to  take  a  part ;  and  yet  it  might  be  difficult  for  your  Royal 
Highness,  if  present,  to  keep  aloof.  So  far,  therefore,  from  thinking  that  it  is 
advisable  for  your  Royal  Highness  to  give  up  the  command  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  Congress,  I  should  think  it  fortunate  you  had  such  an  excuse 
for  being  absent,  if  I  imagined  that  it  would  otherwise  have  been  necessary 
for  you  to  have  gone  to  Vienna. 

I  have  tlio  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highness's  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

Batuubst. 


WUliam  Wilherforcey  Esq,,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Sandgate  (Folkestoue),  28th  Sept.,  1814. 

Though  I  felt  the  strongest  desire  to  address  a  few  lines  to  your  Grace 
for  the  purpose  of  returning  my  best  thanks  for  your  most  obliging  letter, 
I  resisted  the  impulse,  from  a  conviction  that  I  should  best  prove  my  sense 
of  your  kindness  by  sparing  your  time.  But  as  I  have  occasion  to  trouble 
your  Grace  with  a  letter,  let  mc  begin  it  by  begging  your  Grace  to  accept 
my  best  acknowledgments. 

Forgive  me,  however,  if  I  next  proceed  to  state  that  I  am  almost  afraid 
your  Grace*s  account  of  the  disposition  towards  the  slave  trad<&  Va}cl  ^\  ^<3^ 
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King  of  Fnmce  and  of  bis  Prime  Minister,  and  still  more  your  Grace's  con* 
firmation  of  their  consenting  immediately  to  abolish  the  trade  on  the  Wind- 
ward Coast  (using  the  term  in  its  most  extended  sense,  as  including  all 
the  coast  from  the  Senegal  to  the  Gold  Coast),  may  have  caused  me  too  soon 
to  dismiss  my  fears  for  the  safety  of  that  part  of  Africa. 

1  was  a  good  deal  shocked  to  see  a  few  days  ago  in  one  of  our  news- 
papers the  translation  of  an  ordonnance,  stated  to  have  been  issued  on  the 
29th  of  August  last,  and  rendered  more  suspicious  and  alarming  by  its 
being  copied  from  a  Dutch  newspaper,  authorizing  the  sailing  of  slave  ships 
from  all  the  ports  of  France  which  had  a  public  bonded  warehouse,  under 
the  old  arrangements  and  regtdatums ;  no  limitation  expressed  of  the  parts 
of  the  coast  on  which  the  trade  is  to  be  carried  on.  The  apprehensions 
produced  by  this  article,  a  copy  of  which  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  enclose, 
have  been  greatly  aggravated  by  my  hearing  this  morning  that  a  French 
armament  sailed  three  weeks  ago  to  take  possession  of  Goree,  Senegal,  &c., 
and  that  an  order  for  delivering  up  those  settlements  has  been  given  by 
Lord  Bathurst  to  M.  de  la  Chartre.  1  eeed  not  detain  your  Grace  with  any 
oonmients  on  these  particulars,  on  which  1  will,  by  this  day's  post,  address 
a  few  lines  also  to  Lord  Bathurst.  Lord  Liverpool  is  out  of  town,  and  I 
wish  Lord  Bathurst  himself  also  may  not  be  absent. 

I  trust  your  Grace  reads  Peltier's  *  Ambigu.*  The  last  number  contains 
much  curious  and  excellent  matter  relative  to  the  slave  trade  and  St.  Do- 
mingo.   It  is  curious  that  about  the  very  time  when  M.  des  Foumeaux 

was  making  his report  (I  dare  not  trust  myself  to  give  it  an  epithet), 

information  was  received  in  England,  both  from  Christophe  and  Petion, 
contradicting  all  M.  des  Foumeauz's  assertions,  and  more  particularly 
intimating  that  the  single  circumstance  of  the  French  clinging  so  obsti- 
nately to  the  slave  trade  proved  decisively  the  falsehood  of  all  the  pretences 
of  the  French  to  have  any  real  intentions  of  settling  the  St.  Domingo 
affurs  otherwise  than  by  restoring  the  old  system  of  slavery.  If  your 
Grace  should  not  have  read  the  last  number  of  the  '  Ambigu,'  Na  413, 
Sept.  20th,  allow  me  to  reconmiend  the  latter  part  of  it  strongly  to  your 
perusal. 

There  is  still  another  topic  on  which  I  trust  your  Grace  will  allow  me  to 
trouble  you.  The  information  I  received  from  various  quarters,  above  all 
from  your  Grace's  letter,  convinced  me  that  the  best  course  for  us  to  pur- 
sue was  to  endeavour,  by  proper  publications,  to  open  the  minds  of  the 
French  nation  to  the  real  nature  and  effects  of  the  slave  trade.  I  therefore 
instantly  set  to  work  and  drew  up  a  pamphlet  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to 
the  Prince  Talleyrand,  stating,  in  a  summary  way,  the  manner  of  carrying 
on  the  slave  trade,  and  its  consequences  on  the  happiness  and  civilization  of 
Africa,  adding  an  Appendix  of  extracts  from  autliors  of  high  credit  con- 
firming the  truth  of  my  statements  ;  more  especially  bearing  testimony  to 
the  amiable  character  and  excellent  qualities  of  the  natives  of  Africa. 
My  piece,  written  of  course  in  English  (for  unhappily  I  have  almost  for- 
gotten my  French),  Ls  translating,  and  indeed  I  hope  nearly  finished,  and  is 
printed  as  fast  as  it  is  translated,  so  that  it  will  be  soon  ready  for  publica- 
tion. Now,  may  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  Grace  how  the  publica- 
tion and  circulation  of  it  can  be  secured,  or  rather  the  former,  for  I  would 
not  trouble  your  Grace  concerning  the  latter?  I  conceived  that  possibly 
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government  (I  mean  both  the  French  government  and  our  own)  might  feel 
that  taking  any  active  part  in  bringing  it  forward  might  be  implicating 
them  too  much  in  its  contents ;  though  I  scarcely  need  say  that  I  have 
endeavoured  to  render  it  as  conciliatory  as  I  could  consistently  with  the 
object  in  view. 

I  wrote  lately  to  M.  Humboldt  at  Paris  on  another  subject,  and  men- 
tioned the  matter  to  him,  and  also  to  General  Macaulay,  who  is  now  in  Paris. 

I  trust  your  Grace  will  have  the  goodness  to  assist  me  to  any  d^ree  in 
which  you  can  do  it  with  propriety. 

I  was  just  now  told  that  our  post,  which  sets  out  very  early,  is  on  the 
point  of  departing ;  and  I  wish  much  to  write,  though  ever  so  shortly,  to 
Lord  Bathurst. 

Your  Grace  will  therefore  excuse  my  hastening  to  subscribe  myself,  with 
the  greatest  respect. 

My  Lord,  your  Grace's  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

W.   WiLBEBFOBCE. 

[Enclosube.] 

French  Slave  Trade. 
(From  a  Dutch  Paper.) 

By  a  Circu^r  from  the  Royal  Customs,  dated  the  29th  of  August,  French 
shipowners  are  informed  that  the  slave  trade  is  restored,  with  and  under  the 
old  arrangements  and  regulations.  The  fitting  out  of  ships  for  this  trade  can 
only  take  in  those  ports  where  there  is  a  public  bonded  warehouse.  The  owners 
in  making  up  their  cargoes  may  not  only  take  all  the  articles  of  domestic  manu- 
facture enumerated  in  the  6th  article  of  the  letters  patent  of  1716,  such  as  all 
sorts  of  linens,  toys,  merceries,  glassware,  coial,  rod  iron,  muskets,  sabres,  and 
Hints,  but  also  such  foreign  merchandise  from  the  bonded  warehouses  as  may 
suit  them,  without  payment  of  any  duties  except  the  balance  duty.  Freedom 
from  the  duties  of  export  shall  also  extend  to  the  necessary  provisions  and 
stores,  both  for  victualling  the  crew  and  feeding  the  negroes. 

The  owners  must  deliver  a  declaration  to  the  Customs,  under  sufficient 
bond,  that  they  will  apply  the  whole  of  their  cargo  in  this  trade,  and  show 
that  they  introduced  the  negroes  into  our  colonies,  by  a  certificate  from  the 
chief  of  the  government  or  his  deputies,  containing  the  name  and  the  ton- 
nage of  the  ship,  the  number  and  value  of  the  negroes,  together  with  the 
date  of  their  importation.  The  trade  in  slaves,  as  well  as  the  trade  to  our 
colonies,  can  only  be  carried  on  in  French  vessels.  Negroes  may  not  only  be 
introduced  into  the  islands  of  Martinique  and  Guadeloupe,  but  also  into  the 
other  French  colonies  as  soon  as  the  govenmient  shall  have  taken  possession 
of  them. 


To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  [  788.  "J 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris.  29th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23rd,*  regarding  the  cession 
to  the  French  government  in  order  to  obtain  an  immediate 

♦  See  p.  283. 
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abolition  of  the  slave  trade;  and  after  considering  what  is 
your  object,  it  appears  to  me  that  I  shall  best  fulfil  it  by  leaving 
the  matter  to  be  settled  between  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mon- 
sieur de  Talleyrand. 

I  am  inclined  to  doubt,  from  what  passed  between  Monsieur 
de  Jaucourt  and  me  this  day,  whether  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand 
ever  mentioned  to  the  King  what  I  had  before  said  to  him  on 
this  subject  I  think  it  most  probable  he  did  not  He  cer- 
tainly did  not  to  Monsieur  de  Jaucourt.  At  all  events,  the 
ELing  would  not  like  to  authorize  that  an  official  answer  should 
be  given  to  such  an  offer  from  us  without  referring  to  Monsieur 
de  Talleyrand ;  and  if  there  should  be  more  than  one  reference 
to  Vienna,  your  object  would  not  be  accomplished  before  the 
Parliament  would  meet. 

As  the  notion  of  this  cession  originated  with  Monsieur  de 
Talleyrand  in  his  conversation  with  Lord  Holland,  and  I  spoke 
to  him  alone  on  the  subject,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  best 
that  the  official  proposal  should  be  made  to  him,  and  that  he 
should  give  the  answer. 

Monsieur  de  Jaucourt  told  me  that  he  would  inform  the 
King  this  day  of  the  proposal,  and  would  take  His  Majesty's 
orders  either  to  accept  or  decline  the  offer,  and  would  transmit 
them  by  the  courier  of  to-morrow  to  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand. 
I  will  endeavour  to  see  him  after  he  will  have  seen  the  King, 
and  will  let  Lord  Castlereagh  know  what  the  King  may 
determine. 

Monsieur  de  Jaucourt,  to  whom  I  explained  that  the  inten- 
tion of  your  Lordship  had  been  to  make  a  cession  which  should 
compensate  to  the  party  interested  in  the  trade  for  its  imme- 
diate abolition,  and  that  it  should  be  either  a  sum  of  money  or 
one  of  the  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  observed  that  the  purchase 
or  sale  of  any  political  object  for  a  sum  of  money  was  unpopular 
in  Franx^e  as  affecting  the  dignity  of  the  government ;  and  that 
those  interested  in  the  slave  trade  and  the  proprietors  in  the 
old  colonies  would  feel  that  the  cession  of  an  island  to  obtain 
the  immediate  abolition  of  the  trade  would  be  no  compensation 
to  them,  and  that  they  would  contend  it  would  be  none  to  the 
country,  as  the  continuance  of  the  trade  would  bring  as  much 
new  land  in  the  old  colonies  into  cultivation  and  produce  as  the 
State  would  acquire  in  the  newly-ceded  colony. 

The  conversation  then  turned  upon  St.  Domingo,  and  it  is 
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quite  clear  to  me  that  no  plan  regarding  that  island  has  yet 
been  determined  upon.  The  letter  received  by  Peltier  had 
occasioned  a  good  deal  of  astonishment  and  disappointment, 
and  Monsieur  de  Jaucourt  told  me  that  the  government  were 
inclined  to  believe  it  was  not  genuine.  I  had  luckily  seen  a 
person  in  the  morning  who  had  had  the  letter  in  his  hands  and 
had  assured  me  it  was  genuine,  which  I  told  Monsieur  de 
Jaucourt;  and  he  then  went  into  a  discussion  to  show  that 
a  plan  which  had  been  proposed  of  sending  20,000  men  to 
St  Domingo,  to  aid  one  of  the  parties  against  the  other,  would 
have  no  eflTect  excepting  to  induce  the  two  to  join  to  keep  out 
the  French.  He  told  me  that  the  government  were  over- 
whelmed with  demands  and  schemes  for  the  recovery  of  this 
colony ;  but  he  said,  that  as  the  individuals  who  proposed  these 
schemes  had  everything  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose  in  their 
execution,  it  was  not  astonishing  that  they  were  extravagant, 
and  that  the  King  received  them  with  suspicion. 

Let  me  know  whether  you  don't  think  it  would  answer  your 
purpose,  in  some  degree,  if  I  were  to  put  the  whole  that  has 
passed  on  this  subject  in  a  separate  despatch. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


To  Lord  Viscount  Casilereagh,  r  739^ 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  30th  Sept.,  1814. 

The  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool  of  this  date  will 
show  you  how  matters  stand  respecting  the  official  offer  of  a 
cession  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Monsieur 
de  Jaucourt  did  not  see  the  King  yesterday,  and  I  have  not 
seen  him  since  the  hour  at  which  he  was  to  see  him  this  day. 
I  won't  detain  the  courier,  however,  as  I  conceive  it  but  little 
important  what  may  have  been  his  communication  with  His 
Majesty. 

The  conversation  with  Watcrsdorf,  reported  in  my  despatch, 
is  more  important ;  particularly  connected  with  the  alarm  which 
the  Emperor's  ministers  at  the  Hague  and  in  London  have 
endeavoured  to  create  regarding  the  designs  of  the  French  in 
the  Low  Countries.  I  don't  know  whether  Pozzo  di  Borgo  was 
acquainted  with,  and  mentioned  to  the  Emperor,  the  jealousy  felt 


298    NEGOTIATION  WITH  AMERICAN  COMMISSIONERS. 

here  upon  the  Emperor's  designs  in  the  north  of  Germany,  but 

I'll  endeavour  to  discover. 

There  is  nothing  new  here.    I  think  we  are  getting  a  little 

unpopular  in  the  town,  but  I  don't  think  that  circumstance  is  of 

much  importance. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellinqton. 


77ie  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

Dear  Bathubst,  Walmer  Castle,  1st  Oct,  1814. 

I  was  sorry  that  Morris  had  not  taken  a  copy  of  the  note  from  Ghent 
before  he  sent  it.  You  will  have  received  it,  however,  this  morning,  and 
will  have  seen  that  my  opinion  upon  the  article  respecting  the  Indians  concurs 
entirely  in  substance  with  yours.  The  article  in  their  favour  must  be  distinct 
and  specific.  We  cannot  object  to  making  it  reciprocal  if  they  desire  it,  nor 
to  a  proviso  that  it  depends  upon  the  Indians  putting  an  end  to  hostilities 
and  living  peaceably.  I  am  quite  ready  to  agree  to  the  projet  of  the  article 
as  you  have  sent  it.  I  have  marked  one  or  two  softenings,  and  I  should 
not  object  to  leave  a  discretion  to  our  Commissioners  to  alter  a  word  or  a 
phrase,  provided  they  adhered  to  the  substance  of  what  we  sent  them. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  that  the  passage  in  Mr.  Pitt's  negotiation  is  not 
intelligible  either  in  French  or  English,  but  I  do  not  think  it  ccn  warrant 
the  inference  of  the  American  Commissioners.  This  is,  however,  the  worst 
part  of  our  case,  and  we  must  get  over  it  as  well  as  we  can.  I  am  anxious 
on  this  account  for  as  many  instances  as  can  be  found  of  special  protection 
stipulated  in  treaties  of  peace  to  sects,  bodies,  &c.,  &c.,  such  as  Protestants 
in  France  and  Oermany,  Greeks  in  parts  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  and  such 
instances.  They  will  be  material  in  explaining  the  matter  in  Europe  when 
we  come  to  draw  up  a  declaration. 

I  have  put  down  on  a  separate  sheet  some  memoranda  for  an  answer  on 
certain  points,  to  which  I  will  make  additions,  if  any  occur,  upon  my  re- 
ceiving the  copy  of  the  note  by  the  post  of  to-morrow. 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 

Liverpool. 


2nd  Oct. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  1st.  I  perceive  that  we  quite 
agree  as  to  the  answer  to  the  last  proposition  of  the  American  Commis- 
sioners respecting  the  Indians.  It  is  only  necessary  therefore  now  to  pre- 
pare a  paper  in  reply  to  theirs,  and  I  concur  with  you  in  thinking  that  we 
had  better  bring  this  part  of  the  n^otiation  to  a  point.  If  we  cannot  agree 
about  this  article,  we  might  as  well  suspend  or  break  off  the  negotiations  at 
Ghent,  and  settle  our  instructions  to  Sir  G.  Prevost  in  the  course  of  the 
week  after  next. 
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MEMORANDUM. 

Louisiana  and  Florida, 

With  respect  to  Louisiana,  the  Commissioners  have  only  stated  it  as  one 
instance  amongst  many  of  the  spirit  of  acquisition  and  aggrandizement 
which  has  for  a  long  time  animated  the  councils  of  the  United  States ;  hut 
witl\,  regard  to  the  measures  which  have  heen  adopted  hy  the  same  go* 
vermnent  as  to  the  Floridas,  they  are  confident  that  there  exists  hut  one 
sentiment  throughout  Europe — that  considering  the  transaction  itself,  and 
the  occasion  and  circumstances  under  which  it  took  place,  it  is  to  he  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  immoral  acts  recorded  in  the  history  of  any 
country.* 

Conqiiest  of  Canada. 

Although  it  cannot  be  denied  in  principle  that  the  acts  or  declarations 
of  an  ofiBcer  not  disavowed  when  known  by  his  government  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  act  of  the  government  which  employs  him,  it  might  not  be 
just  or  reasonable  to  extend  this  principle  to  every  act  or  declaration  which 
in  the  course  of  an  extensive  and  complicated  service  may  be  done  or  made 
by  the  ofiBcers  employed  in  it ;  but  can  it  be  contended  that  the  proclama- 
tions of  two  commanders  in  chief,  issued  at  the  interval  of  some  months, 
upon  their  invasion  of  a  neighbouring  province,  declaring  the  intention  with 
which  the  invasion  was  undertaken,  and  calling  upon  the  inhabitants  to 
aid  and  assist  them — can  it  be  contended  that  such  proclamations,  never 
disavowed  for  the  space  of  two  years,  do  not  contain  the  sentiments  of  the 
government  by  whom  the  ofiQcers  who  issued  them  were  employed  ? 

The  Prince  Regent's  government  have  abundant  other  means  of  knowing 
that  the  conquest  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and  the  annexation  of  them 
to  the  United  States,  were  the  object  and  jx)licy  of  the  American  govern- 
ment They  never  have  asserted  that  the  American  government  would  have 
made  the  acquisition  of  either  of  these  provinces  a  sine  qud  non  of  peace  in 
any  negotiation  which  might  take  place  before  the  conquest  of  them  had 
been  accomplished. 

With  respect  to  the  proclamation  of  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  of  ,t 

the  former  have  no  scruple  in  declaring  that  after  the  proclamation  issued  by 
the  American  commanders,  it  is  most  fully  approved  by  their  government* 


F.  Magee^  Esq.^  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUinffton, 
My  Lobd,  P*ri8,  Ist  Oct.,  1814. 

I  am  persuaded  your  Grace  will  pardon  me  if  the  anxiety  which  I  feel, 
in  common  with  all  your  countrymen,  upon  all  occasions  in  the  most 
remote  degree  interesting  to  your  Grace,  leads  me  to  trespass  for  a  moment 
upon  you  unnecessarily.  I  have  had  the  honour  of  experiencing  your 
Grace's  kindness  when  you  held  a  distinguished  situation  in  Ireland,  and 
therefore  entertain  the  less  doubt  that  your  Grace  will  excuse  me  for  my 
motive. 

♦  This  may  be  softened. — Note  in  manuscript, 

f  Blank  in  manuscript. 
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Since  I  have  been  in  France,  having  mixed  very  much  with  the  people 
upon  several  occasions,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  their  senti- 
ments and  opinions ;  and  I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  country  and  to  your 
Grace  to  communicate  to  you  that  the  discharged  oiEccrs  of  this  country 
say  their  feelings  are  wounded  particularly  by  seeing  your  Grace  ambas- 
sador here,  having  within  60  leagues  of  Paris  a  part  of  the  army  at  the 
head  of  which  you  never  failed  to  conquer.  A  stranger  to  fear,  your 
Grace  will  permit  your  country  to  feel  some  apprehension  at  seeing  your 
Grace  in  Paris  with  a  disappointed,  disbanded  French  army  entertaining 
such  sentiments  towards  your  Grace.  I  scarcely  imagine  the  circumstance 
can  have  escaped  the  notice  of  some  other  person,  and  that  your  Grace  has 
not  been  already  apprised  of  it ;  but  I  sliould  never  forgive  myself  were 
it  otherwise,  if  I  had  not  taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Grace  with 
this  letter. 

I  am  not  aware  that  your  Grace  can  have  a  wish  to  see  me  upon  this 
subject,  but  lest  you  should,  I  shall  inquire  on  Monday,  when  I  shall  call 
concerning  my  passport,  if  your  Grace  has  expressed  an  intention  of 
honounng  me  with  an  interview. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem, 

My  Lord, 
Your  Grace's  most  devoted  obedient  humble  servant, 

Francis  Magee. 


[  790.  ]  To  Earl  Bathurst. 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris.  2nd  Oct..  1814. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  the  passage  of  Lord 
Castlereagh's  courier  from  Vienna  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  27th  September,*  and  to  tell  you  that  if 
the  Prince  of  Orange  should  ask  my  opinion  on  his  proposed 
journey  to  Vienna,  I  will  advise  him  against  it ;  and  that,  in 
the  mean  time,  I  will  speak  to  Fagel,  who  is  arrived  here,  on  the 
subject  From  all  that  I  hear,  however,  I  don't  believe  that 
the  military  affairs  of  Flanders  would  suffer  if  they  were  in 
other  hands ;  as  the  Prince  is  certainly  too  young,  and  not 
sufficiently  steady  or  sufficiently  attentive  to  business,  for  such  a 
charge  at  present,  and  he  cannot  hold  it  long  without  public 
detriment.     I  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  by  his  father's  desire. 

From  your  mentioning  that  PfhuU  must  have  occasioned  the 
alarm  in  the  Low  Countries  by  authority  from  his  Court,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  this  authority  must  have  originated  in  the 
jealousy  expressed  here  of  the  continuance  of  Beningsen's  army 

♦  See  p.  291. 
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in  the  north  of  Germany.  But  having  spoken  to  Pozzo  di 
Jiorgo  on  the  subject,  I  find  that  he  purposely  omitted  to  make 
any  report  of  the  complaint,  of  which  he  had  a  knowledge  ;  and 
he  is  convinced  that  Piliull  has  taken  alarm  from  the  report 
he  has  received  of  the  language  held  by  the  French  officers  on 
the  frontier,  and  that  he  communicated  the  alarm  to  Lieven. 

You  may  depend  upon  it  there  is  no  intention  in  this  govern- 
ment to  disturb  the  general  tranquillity  in  any  manner. 

There  has  been  some  awkwardness  in  the  town  within  these 
few  days.  There  has  been  no  disturbance,  but  libels  against 
the  King  and  the  government  have  been  sold  publicly  and  dis- 
tributed very  generally.  The  Jacobin  party  are  supposed  to 
be  at  work,  and  I  have  received  intelligence  from  a  variety  of 
persons,  of  different  notions,  of  the  public  mind  being  a  good 
deal  disturbed.  There  have  been  some  instances  of  ill-treat- 
ment and  rudeness  to  strangers,  particularly  the  English ;  prin- 
cipally, I  believe,  from  disbanded  officers  returned  from  England 
and  Russia  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lobd,  Vienna,  2nd  Oct.,  1814. 

I  send  enclosed  Hardenberg*s  memoir,  which,  I  helieve,  has  been  drawn 
up  by  General  Knesebeck,  with  a  map  for  your  consideration.  Also  a 
paper  of  Lord  Clancart/s  with  an  explanatory  map. 

I  add  also  an  extract  from  a  general  scheme  of  European  arrangement 
suggested  by  Prince  Hardenberg,  at  Paris,  in  May  last,  in  which  he  brings 
forward  another  version  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  interests. 

These  several  documents  will  give  you  the  adverse  views  of  the  question, 
that  is,  what  the  Prince  of  Orange  desires,  and  what  the  Allies  offer.  I 
have  declined  giving  any  opinion  on  the  principle  of  this  proposition  till 
I  hear  from  you,  and  also  from  home ;  and  a  final  assent  cannot  reasonably 
be  expected  till  I  can  see  the  bearings  of  this  arrangement  in  relation  to  the 
other  proposed  allocation  of  territory  on  the  continent. 

My  letters  home,  which  you  have  seen,  will  have  explained  the  points 
most  in  dispute,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  respective  Powers  attempt  to 
solve  these  difficulties.  Austria  and  Prussia,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
excluded  from  Poland,  become  pressing  in  other  directions,  llie  complica- 
tion in  which  the  ]>resent  proposition  ori^nates  is  principally  to  be  traced 
to  the  difficulty  of  arranging  the  line  of  the  Maine,  and  especially  of  the 
possession  of  Mayence  between  the  northern  and  southern  States  of  Geravux^ « 
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In  Hardenberg's  Paris  projet,  Bavaria  was  indemnified  for  the  Tyrol,  Salz- 
burg, &c.,  partly  on  the  right  of  the  Maine,  Prussia  being  placed  behind  the 
Rhine,  with  a  lisilre  only  on  the  left  bank ;  her  flanks  supported  by  Wesel 
and  Mayence.  To  this  arrangement  Bavaria  and  Austria  positively  refuse 
their  concurrence,  as  giving  to  Prussia  the  entire  command  of  their  only 
great  river,  in  addition  to  the  Rhine,  the  Elbe,  the  Oder,  and  the  Vistula. 
They  also  object  to  cede  to  the  Northern  interests  the  only  great  fortress 
towards  the  south  of  Germany,  which  bears,  they  say,  as  much,  if  not  more, 
on  their  security.  This  resistance  has  induced  Prussia  to  endeavour  to 
fiud  an  expedient  by  tempting  Bavaria  to  place  herself  in  the  more  exposed 
positions  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  To  make  this  plan  succeed,  some 
extension  of  territory  must  be  found  for  her,  and  some  place  d^armes  to 
cover  and  protect  her  frontier.  To  effect  this,  it  is  suggested  tfaat  the 
King  of  Bavaria  should  reassume  his  ancient  subjects  in  the  Palatinate, 
strengthened  by  the  territory  and  fortress  of  Luxembourg,  by  which  con- 
cession Prussia  expects  to  keep  Bavaria  to  the  southward  of  the  Maine,  and 
to  arrange  that  Mayence  shall  be  an  Imperial  fortress,  instead  of  being  given 
to  Bavaria,  with  regulations  which  shall  secure  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  to  the  southern  States. 

The  general  reasoning  brought  forward  in  support  of  this  plan,  you  will 
find  in  the  Memoir  No.  1,  viz.,  the  inability  of  the  provinces  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  by  any  combination  of  their  own  means,  permanently 
to  secure  themselves  against  France ;  the  necessity  of  interesting  other 
States  in  their  defence ;  and  the  impossibility  of  doing  so  cfiTectually,  except 
by  giving  them  a  substantive  footing  beyond  the  Rhine. 

It  is  further  alleged  that,  to  give  a  decided  German  character  to  the 
politics  of  Bavaria,  now  closely  united  with  Austria,  she  ought  to  be 
liberally  treated,  and  have  her  territorial  interests  rendered  incompatible 
with  the  French  scheme  of  extending  themselves  to  the  Rhine. 

If  this  reasoning  is  solid,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  support  of  so 
highly  military  a  power  as  Bavaria  on  the  left  flank,  with  Prussia  in  second 
line  to  Holland  and  Bavaria,  as  proposed  in  the  present  plan,  presents  a 
much  more  imposing  front  to  France  than  Holland  spread  out  to  the 
Moselle,  as  suggested  in  the  former  plan,  with  Prussia  behind  the  Rhine, 
and  the  territories  between  the  Moselle  and  Rhine  morcelUs  as  mere 
indemnities  between  the  Grand  Duke  de  Bade  and  other  petty  Princes. 

The  armngement,  as  suggested,  is  less  liberal  in  a  territorial  point  of 
view  to  the  House  of  Orange  than  could  be  wished ;  perhaps  in  this  respect 
some  modifications  may  be  effected ;  but  the  great  question  for  them,  as 
well  as  for  us,  is  to  weigh  what  is  the  best  security  for  peace,  and  for 
keeping  the  Low  Countries  out  of  the  hands  of  France.  In  this  view  of 
the  subject,  beyond  all  others  the  most  essential  for  Great  Britain  to  look 
to,  I  doubt  the  policy  of  our  building  our  system  of  defence  exclusively 
upon  the  Prince  of  Orange's  power,  enfeebled  as  it  must  be  for  great 
military  exertions  by  the  genius  of  his  people,  and  by  the  principles  of  his 
government.  You  will  weigh  this  in  deciding  on  the  alternatives  into 
which  the  question  resolves  itself.  We  should  both  wish  to  press  what 
was  most  acceptable  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  but  the  point  ought  to  be  ruled 
upon  larger  principles,  and,  in  examining  them,  I  am  always  led  to  revert 
with  considerable  favour  to  a  policy  which  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  year  1806,  had 
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strongly  at  heart,  which  was  to  tempt  Prussia  to  put  herself  forward  on 
the  left  hank  of  the  Rhine,  more  in  military  contact  with  France.  I  know 
there  may  be  objections  to  this,  as  placing  a  power  i)eculiarly  military,  and 
consequently  somewhat  encroaching,  so  extensively  in  contact  with  Holland 
and  the  Low  Countries ;  but  as  this  is  only  the  secondary  danger,  we  should 
not  sacrifice  to  it  our  first  object,  which  is  to  provide  effectually  against  the 
systematic  views  of  France  to  possess  herself  of  the  Low  Countries  and  the 
territories  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  a  plan  which,  however  discoim- 
tenanced  by  the  present  French  government,  will  infallibly  revive  when- 
ever circumstances  favour  its  execution. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  &c., 

Castle  REAGH. 

[ENCLOSURES.] 
I. 

Extraits  da  Plan  propose  par  le  Chancelier  Hardenberg  pour  V  arrangement 

futur  de  V  Europe, 

La  HoUande  et  la  Suisse  seraient  invito  k  une  alliance  perp^tuelle  aveo 
la  f(^^ration. 

Les  anciennes  provinces  Pmssiennes  sur  la  rive  gauche  da  Rhiu,  ^valu^es 
a  122,000  ftmes,  en  r^servant  toutefois  une  cession  le  long  de  la  Mcuse  pour 
la  HoUande,  afin  de  donner  k  ce  pays  tout  le  cours  de  cette  riviere. 

La  HoUande,  dont  Timportance  pour  le  soutien  du  systeme  qu*on  se  pro- 
pose d'^tablir  en  Europe,  et  particuli^rement  pour  Tinddpendance  du  noid  de 
TAllemagne  et  de  la  Prusse,  est  universellement  reconnue,  doit  Itre  rendue 
forte,  et  obtenir  une  puissance  territoriale  qui  la  mette  k  m6me  de  se  d^fendre 
avec  succ^  contre  toute  agression. 

Pour  atteiudre  ce  but  on  propose  d*y  joindre  la  Belgique,  h.  Texception  de 
quelques  parcelles  qui  resteraient  k  la  France,  une  partie  des  anciennes  poe- 
sessions  AUemandes  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin. 

Yoici  la  ftt>nti^re  qu*on  donnerait  k  ce  nouvel  ^tat,  sous  la  denomination  des 
Provinces  Unies  des  Pays-Bas. 

Depuis  la  mer  du  Nord  en  partant  du  Dollart,  les  anciennes  limites  entre  la 
HoUande  et  I'Allemagne  resteraient  Intactes  jusqu*k  la  Meuse.  Cependant, 
la  Pniase  c^erait  aux  Provinces  Unies  les  enclaves  de  Huyssen  et  de  Sevenaar, 
et  on  T^lerait  conjointement  la  fronti^re  entre  Emmerich  et  Genex.  La  Meuse 
formerait  les  limites  depuis  Genex  jusquli  Li^e.  Cette  riviere  appartiendrait 
aux  Provinces  Unies,  en  rtervant  toutefois  la  libre  navigation  et  lexemption 
de  tous  droits  qui  ne  seraient  pas  impost  aux  sujets  de  ces  provinces  m^mes 
aux  pays  adjacens. 

Toutes  les  places  fortes  sur  la  Meuse,  nonun^ment  Yenloo,  Roermonde,  et 
Maestricht,  appartiendraient  k  la  HoUande,  avec  des  rayons  sur  la  rive  droite. 
La  partie  de  la  Gueldre  Prussienne  situ^  sur  la  rive  gauche  de  la  Meuse 
serait  c^ee  aux  Provinces  Unies.  Li^ge,  avec  la  plus  grande  partie  des  pays 
de  ce  nom,  le  serait  ^galement,  et  aurait  un  rayon  sur  la  rive  droite  de  la  Meuse 
pour  Stre  fortifi^ 

On  a  d^k  observe  plus  haut  que  la  maison  de  Nassau  doit  6tre  n4)prochee 
ou  amalgam^e  avec  la  HoUande.  La  branche  d'Orange  se  trouvera  tr^  riche- 
ment  dedommagee  de  tout  ce  qu'eUe  poss^e  et  poss^dait  en  AUemagne  par 
les  cessions  considerables  qu'on  fera  k  la  HoUande ;  et  suppose  qu*elle  voulait 
etablir  une  seconde  geniture,  ce  serait  k  eUe  k  la  prendre  sur  ces  ceaaLona  ^t  V 
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faire  dcs  arrangemcns  en  oonadquenco.  II  s'agit  done  de  trouver  an  Univalent 
Buffiflant  et  convcnable  pour  les  branches  do  Weilbourg  et  d'Usingen,  qui  vont 
£tro  fondues  en  uno  seulo.  Celui-ci  se  presente  dans  les  belles  contr^  le  long 
de  la  Mouse,  dans  les  cantons  d'Ekelens,  Juliers,  Duron,  Eschweiler,  Bonette, 
Aix-la-Ghapellc,  Linruh,  Geilenkircbens,  Heinsberg,  Aucbten,  Littard,  Oirs- 
beck,  Horl,  Rolduc,  Gulpen,  Dalheim,  Fleran,  Uerre,  Aubel,  Eussen  Lim- 
bourg,  Veryiera,  Si>a,  dans  Icurs  fronti^res  actuellos,  et  dans  une  partie  de  ceux 
de  LouToigne,  Ost  Maostricht,  Merscben,  Mascyck,  et  Roermonde.  La  for- 
toresse  de  Juliers,  avec  un  rayon  militaire,  apparticndrait  k  la  Hollande.  Elle 
aurait  de  plus  des  routes  militaires  pour  ce  nouveau  pays  de  Nassau,  et  la  na- 
vigation sur  la  Roer  entre  Juliers  et  Roermonde. 

Un  traite  fizcrait  les  rapports  entre  les  deux  pays.  La  maison  de  Nassau 
gagne  k  tons  <fgards  par  cot  arrangement. 

Ses  anciennos  possessions  qui  lui  appartienncnt  dans  ce  moment,  avec  les 
droits  de  souverainet^  et  do  proprie'te,  ne  renferment  quo  191,000.  Elle  cxerco 
le  premier  sur  plusieurs  etats  m^atis^  par  Buonaparte  con  tenant  81,000 ; 
total,  272,000.  Le  pays  qu  on  lui  destine  est  de  276,800.  Par  consequent 
oUe  obtient  un  surplus  de  4,800,  et  le  tH>s  grand  avantage  d'acquerir  un  pays 
de  85,800  dmes  en  toute  propri^te'  au  delk  de  ce  qu'elle  possddait. 

La  ville  et  forteresse  de  Luxembourg  apparticndrait  k  la  Hollande.  Les  ftt>n- 
ti^s  depuis  Liege  seraient  r^glees  de  manibre  qu'elles  suivraient  la  route  do 
Li5ge  et  Valambert,  Neufville,  Tcrwagen,  Bois  Baillonville,  Marcbe  en 
Famene,  Toumal  Bastogne,  Martelange,  Arlon,  Steinfort  k  Luxembourg,  avec 
one  lisi^re  suffisante  k  I'Est  de  cctte  route  qui  serait  k  la  Hollande. 

De  Luxembourg  elles  iraient  jusque  vers  la  Moselle  jusqu'k  Neuenkirchen. 
let  commence  la  frontiere  avec  I'ancienne  France,  et  suit  les  d^partcmcns  des 
Fordts  ou  Sambre  et  Mouse,  Jemappe,  et  de  la  Lys.  On  pourrait  admcttie  les 
modifications  suivantes.  Les  cantons  de  Godiene,  Bcauraing,  Florenne  et 
Valcourt,  Flaster  le  Vaux  et  Waulson,  dans  le  canton  de  Dinant,  du  d^parte- 
ment  de  Sambre  et  Meuso  ;  ceux  de  Chimay,  Beaumont,  Merbes  le  Ch&teau, 
et  Dour,  du  departement  de  Jemappe,  pourraient  roster  k  la  France  pour  lui 
donner  de  meillcures  limites  et  des  rayons  et  communications  convenables  aux 
places  de  Givet,  Philippeville,  Maubeuge,  et  Valenciennes. 

Les  limites  entre  la  France  et  les  Provinces  Unies  se  termineraient  oommo 
autrefois  entre  Fumes  et  Dunkerque  k  la  Mer  dn  Nord.  Les  places  de  Nieu- 
port,  Odtendc,  Fumes,  Dixmuyden,  Ypres,  Menin,  Courtray,  Oudenarde,  Tour- 
nay,  Ath,  Mons,  Charleroi,  Namur,  Dinant,  Huy,  resteraient  aux  Provinces 
Unies,  et  fomieraient,  de  ce  cdte,  une  barriere  sulfisante. 

Les  possessions  HoUandaises  se  montaient,  avant  la  reunion  de  la  Hollande  k 
la  France,  k  521  milles,  ^rnes  1,889,000 ;  par  larrangement  propose  elle  ac- 
querrerait  la  prcsque  totality  de  la  Belgique  et  une  partie  des  possessions 
Allemandes  do  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin,  523}  milles,  ftmes  2,728,500 ;  Juliers, 
avec  un  rayon,  IJ  mille,  ftmes  6,500 ;  total,  1,045J  milles,  &mes  4,624,000.  Y 
compris  le  dddommagement  de  la  maison  d'Orange  pour  ses  possessions  en 
Allemagne.    Celle-ci  y  avait  avant  le  Traits  de  Luneville  127,000. 

Elle  ne  pout  pas  pr^tendre  k  une  indemnity  pour  Fulva,  Corb^ge,  Dort- 
mund, et  Weingarten,  parceque  ces  possessions  lui  avaieut  4i4  assignees  pour 
la  perte  de  la  Hollande. 

Nous  reviendrons  plus  has,  et  lorsqu'il  sera  question  de  I'Allemagne,  aux 
pays  AUemands  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin,  et  k  la  destination  qu*on  pourra 
leur  donner  k  Texception  do  ce  qui  a  ddjk  4t6  assign^  k  la  Prusse,  k  la  Hol- 
lande, et  k  la  maison  de  Nassau. 
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II. 

Nate  on  the  Prqjet  transmitted  in  Prince  de  Hardenherg's  Letter  to  Lord 
CasUereagh  of  the  ^  September^  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Interests  of 

the  Prince  of  Orange. 

By  certainly  not  an  over  estimate  in  a  fonner  paper,  the  cessions  to  the 
House  of  Orange  Outre  Mouse,  under  the  stipulation  of  the  Allies  at  Troyes, 
should  not  he  less  than  a  population  of  605,513,  comprising  the  former 
patches  of  Dutch  territory  on  that  side  of  the  river.  In  the  accompanying 
map  are  marked,  as  exactly  as  could  he  traced  from  the  description  in  the 
projet,  the  limits  of  the  cessions  Outre  Meuse  proposed  to  he  made  for  the 
aggrandisement  of  Holland,  and  to  strengthen  her,  as  professedly  the  advanced 
post  of  the  north  of  Europe  in  respect  to  France. 

Without  ohserving  upon  so  extremely  extended  a  line  of  frontier  unsup- 
ported hy  any  means  of  competent  internal  resource  for  the  purposes  of  its 
defence,  it  will  he  sufficient  to  compare  the  estimated  population  of  the 
projet  with  the  amount  of  that  stipulated  hy  the  Allies  at  Troyes : 

Estimated  population  stipulated  hy  the  Allies  . .  605,513 

Estimated  population  of  the  lisi^e  marked 

in  the  D^partement  de  la  Roer      25,500 

Estimated  population  of  that  part  of  the  D^- 

partement  de  rOurte  marked  red 14,200 

Ditto,  Department  of  Sambre  and  Meuse . .     . .  78,000 

Ditto  of  Les  ForSts      84,400 

Population  of  the  town  and  rayon  of  Juliers  by 

the  projet 6,500 

208,600 

Deduct  population  of  Dutch  territory  of  Outre         ^ 
Meuse  not  comprised  in  this  projet       . .      . .       37,492 

171,108 

Defecation  by  the  projet ..         434,405 

And  it  must  be  remarked  that  even  the  territories  assigned  by  this  projet 
to  the  Dutch  are  not  proposed  to  be  ceded  without  some  compensation, 
although  the  stipulation  at  Troyes  was  totally  silent  on  the  subject  of  any 
other  return  than  what  was  looked  to  at  the  hands  of  Holland  for  the  ftiture 
defence  of  the  frontier  against  France.  The  compensation  is  stated  to  be 
the  relinquishment  of  the  possessions  of  the  House  of  Orange  on  the  right  of 
the  Rhine.  These  amount  to  a  population  of  115,000  souls,  which,  if  added 
to  the  above  defalcation,  makes  the  total  deficiency  of  the  projet  amount  to 
549,405,  or  in  other  words,  instead  of  ceding  a  population  of  605,513^  it  makes 
the  whole  of  the  cession  amount  to  only  56,408. 

m. 

Memorandum  explanaiory  of  the  Second  Map, 

The  parts  coloured  red  in  the  annexed  map  denote  the  ancient  possessions 
of  Holland  Outre  Meuse  and  those  patches  enclave  in  the  Pays  de  li^^. 
The  boundary  line  designated  by  red  crosses  marks  the  southern  limits  of  the 
country  Outre  Meuse,  which  the  AUies,  by  their  official  and  sealed  notes,  dated 
respectively  from  Troyes  February  15,  1814,  stipulated  to  cede  to  the  Dutch. 

*  Blank  in  manuscript, 
VOL.  IX.  ^ 


306  PLANS  OP  MM.  FALCK  AND  GAGERN.        Oct.,  1814. 

It  comprises  the  far  greater  part  of  the  Ddpartement  de  la  Roer,  together  with 
parts  of  that  of  Mouse  Inf^rieure.  Prussia,  however,  at  the  time  of  this 
cession  urged  the  necessity  of  a  modification  of  this  phin,  principally  on  the 
ground  of  connecting  her  territories  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  with 
those  of  which  she  might  eventually  become  possessed  on  the  left  bank  of 
that  river.  In  order  to  accommodate  Prussia  in  this  object,  several  projets 
have  been  formed,  and,  as  will  appear  from  the  M^moirc,  these  also  embrace 
a  proposition  made  on  the  highest  military  authority,  viz.  that  the  possession 
of  the  fortress  of  Luxembourg  should  be  annexed  to  the  dominions  of  the 
House  of  Orange  as  being  essential  to  their  defence.  The  two  first  of  these 
are  of  M.  Falck,  Secretary  General  of  State  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

These  no  otherwise  differ  from  each  other  than  in  exchanging  the  Arron- 
dissement  de  Bonn,  in  the  D^partcment  de  Rhin  et  Moselle  (marked  in  this 
map  by  a  slight  red  line),  for  that  part  of  the  Arrondissement  of  Coblentz,  in 
the  same  department,  which  lies  south  of  the  Moselle  (the  southern  boundary 
of  which  is  also  marked  by  a  slight  red  line).  The  boundary  of  M.  Falck's 
plan  will  be  found  by  tracing  a  black  and  yellow  line,  marked  in  the  annexed 
map,  from  Moolck  upon  the  old  Dutch  frontier,  a  little  to  the  northward  of 
the  junction  of  the  river  Triers  with  the  Meuse,  to  the  southward  of  Aix-la- 
Ghapelle,  and  then  nearly  pursuing  the  north  boundary  lines  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Ourte,  la  Sarre,  and  Rhin  et  Moselle  to  a  little  below  Bonn,  on  the 
Rhine,  and  commencing  again  at  the  junction  of  the  Moselle  with  that  river, 
following  up  the  course  of  that  river  until  it  meets  the  French  frontier. 

The  second  plan  of  M.  Falck  will  be  found  by  excluding  the  Arrondisse- 
ment of  Bonn  and  continuing  the  boundary  line  of  the  Departcment  de  la 
Sarre  till  it  reaches  the  slight  red  line  south  of  Ulmca,  and  then  pursuing  that 
line  imtU  it  reaches  the  Rhine,  and  commencing  again  at  the  slight  red  line 
to  tlie  south  of  Rheinfeld,  following  it  until  it  joins  the  Moselle  a  little  above 
Zell,  and  thence  mounting  the  river  until  it  meets  the  French  frontier. 

Two  other  projets  were  framed  by  M.  de  Gagem,  one  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  ministers  at  Vienna  :  these  were  formed  upon  the  supposition  of  the 
lisi^re  marked  along  the  Meuse  from  Moolck  to  Aix-la-ChapoUe  in  M.  de 
Falck's  plans  being  unattainable.  They  therefore  differ  no  otherwise  from 
M.  de  Falck's  plans  than  in  leaving  out  the  whole  of  that  lisi^re.  It  was, 
however,  intended  by  M.  de  Gagem  to  retain  the  old  Dutch  territories 
Outre  Meuse.  The  boundaries  of  both  of  M.  de  Gagem's  will  therefore  be 
ascertained  by  reserving  those  territories  as  marked  in  the  annexed  map,  and 
from  the  southward  of  the  largest  of  them  following  the  boundary  of  the 
D^partement  de  I'Ourte  till  it  meets  the  limits  of  M.  de  Falck's  projets  south  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  then  continuing  the  same  limits  respectively  as  those 
proposed  by  M.  de  Falck. 

With  the  objects  of  Prussia,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not  be  realised, 
it  may  unhappily  become  impossible  to  obtain  a  communication  with  Germany 
through  the  Duchy  of  Nassau :  a  projet  has  therefore  been  formed  to  meet 
this  emergency,  and  at  the  same  time  to  afford  sufficient  resources  for  the 
support  of  Luxembourg,  and  some  means  of  defence  in  case  of  hostility  from 
other  quarters.  The  limits  of  this  projet  are  sufficiently  stated  in  the  M^moire. 
These  will  be  traced,  comprising  the  towns  of  Ruremond  and  Juliers,  by 
following  up  the  course  of  the  Roer  till  it  meets  the  boundary  of  the  Departe- 
ment  de  I'Ourte,  and  then  following  the  boundaries  of  that  and  the  eastern 
limit  of  the  D^partement  de  la  Sarre  till  it  reaches  the  Moselle,  tracing  up  that 
river  to  the  French  frontier. 

If  to  this  projet  could  be  added  the  Imhre  on  the  right  of  the  Meuse  from 
Moolck  till  it  touches  the  Roer,  as  described  in  M.  do  Falck's  projet,  it  would 
he  a  considerable  acquisition. 


Oct.,  1814.        DEFEKCE  OP  THE  LOW  COUNTRIES,  &c.       307 


IV. 

Sur  la  Dtfense  des  Pays-Bas,  de  la  HoUande^  et  du  Nord  de  VAUemagne 

centre  la  France, 

A  yienne,  le  28  Septembre,  1814. 

1.  La  defense  d'un  ^tat,  et  par  cons^uent  son  ind^pendance,  repose  (A) 
sur  les  moyens  qa*il  pent  employer  et  opposer  lui-m^e  k  Tagresseur ;  (B)  sur 
la  situation  geographique  et  d  autres  localit^s ;  (C)  sur  les  secours  strangers 
qu'il  pent  obtenir  par  ses  liaisons  politiques  et  par  la  situation  g^graphique 
dans  laquelle  11  se  trouve  relativement  k  d'autres  ^tats. 

2.  La  proportion  dans  laquelle  les  propres  moyens  de  defense  d*un  ^tat  se 
trouvent  envers  les**  forces  de  Tagresseur  et  les  locality  relatives  d^terminent 
B*il  pent  se  d^fendre  seul  et  ind^pendamment  du  secours  de  ses  Yoisins  ou  s'il 
doit  recourir  It  oeux-ci. 

3.  n  n*y  a  que  de  bonnes  liaisons  qui  puiasent  tirer  d*a£&ire  un  ^tat  qui  se 
trouve  dans  lo  dernier  cas ;  et  lorsqu'on  travaille  It  fonder  un  4t&t  pareil,  il  faut 
n^beasairement  mettre  tout  en  oeuvre  pour  ^tablir  un  int^r^t  r^ciproque  entre 
lui  et  dee  ^tats  dont  il  doit  esp^er  des  secours.  Sa  sdret^  et  sa  conservation 
se  trouvera  par  Ik  beaucoup  plus  solidement  assur^e  qu'en  lui  accordant 
quelques  centaines  de  milles  quarries  de  plus,  qui,  loin  d'affermir  son  ind^pen- 
dance,  la  compromettroit,  surtout  si  on  les  dtait  k  un  ^tat  voisin  appeler  It  le 
secourir,  et  s'ils  en  diminuoient  les  forces. 

4.  Cast  d'apr^  ces  principes  g^n^raux  que  nous  consid^rerona^  ce  qu*exige 
"k  regard  de  la  distribution  de  territoire,  la  defense  des  Provinces  Unies  des 
Pays-Bas,  si  ^troitement  li^e  i  celle  du  nord  de  TAllemagne. 

5.  La  HoUande,  avec  les  provinces  de  la  Belgique  sur  la  rive  gauche  de  la 
Meiise,  renfermera  les  anciens  d^partemens  Fran9ais  suivans  :— 

Departemens.  FopnlatioiL 

West  Ems      110,000 

Frise       ..      .. 95,000 

Zuyder-See 650,000 

Bouches  de  ITssel       170,000 

Over-Yssel 275,000 

Boucbes  de  la  Mouse 258,000 

Bouches  du  Rhin 185 ,  000 

Bouches  de  I'Escaut 80,000 

Total  de  la  Hollande 1 ,823,000 

DelaLys       470,000 

De  I'Escaut 594,000 

Des  deux  N^thes 300,000 

De  Basse-Meuse 232,000 

DelaDyle 363,000 

DeJemappes 412,000 

D*une  partie  de  Sambre  et  Mouse     ..  60,000 

Ces  pays  ainsi  r^unls  formeront  une  population  de  4,254,000 

D'apr^  le  discours  que  le  Prince  de  B^n^vent  vient  de  tenir  dans  la  Chambre 
des  Pairs  en  lui  pr^ntant  le  plan  de  finance,  la  France  oompte  encore 
28,000,000  habitans.  II  saute  aux  yeux  que  ces  quatre  millions  et  un  quart 
ne  peuvent  pas  soutenir  seuls  leur  inddpendance  contre  28,000,000,  quelque 
Boit  loB  avantages  qu'offrent  les  locality    Sans  douto  la  HoU»Xi4'&  «A-^^^  ^^^ 
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maraifl,  des  cananxi  des  fortereases,  des  d^fil^  ;  le  Brabant  des  haies,  dee 
foss^  do8  canaux,  un  terrain  facile  k  defendre ;  mais  avant  tout  il  fant  dans 
une  lutte  entre  denx  nations  yoisines  surtout  un  certain  equilibre  de  nombre. 
Sans  celui-ci,  lea  defenseurs  de  la  patrie  pourront  combattre  en  yrais  Spartiates, 
mais  ne  pas  vaincre,  et  le  salut  de  la  patrie  n*aura  rien  gagn^  quand  m6me 
lis  p^riraient  comme  ceuz-lk  aux  ThermopylaB. 

On  a  ordinairement  une  id^e  trop  favorable  des  avantages  du  terrain,  et  ceci 
est  surtout  applicable  k  la  defense  de  la  HoUaude  et  des  Pays-Bas.  Ni  la 
lutte  des  Bataves  contre  Alva,  ni  la  guerre  de  la  succession  d'Espagne  aa 
commencement  du  sibcle  pass^,  ne  pouvent  ^tre  allegu^es  par  oeux  qui  at- 
taohent  trop  de  priz  k  ces  avantages,  car  il  faut  consid^rer  que  les  oirconstances 
favorables  dans  lesquelles  ces  guerres  eurent  lieu  contribu^nt  plus  )i  leur 
Bucote  que  le  terrain. 

Observons  d*abord  que  les  Bataves  de  ce  tems-lk  ^taient  beaucoup  plus  guer- 
riers  que  ceux  de  nos  jours.  Puis  il  y  a  une  difference  entre  I'attaque  d*un 
voisin  et  cclle  d'un  ^tat  ^oign^  et  si  cette  attaque  s'ex^ute  par  des  troupes 
mercenaires  centre  les  de'fenseurs  de  la  patrie,  ou  par  des  armies  combattans 
^galement  pour  la  lour. 

Alva  se  trouvait  dans  le  premier  cas.  La  guerre  des  Pays-Bas  ^tait  pour 
TEspagne  une  esp^  de  guerre  de  colonic ;  o'^toit  une  guerre  nationale  pour 
les  habitans  des  Pays-Bas. 

Dans  la  guerre  de  la  succession  d'Espagne,  prcsque  toute  VEurope  avoit  pris 
parti  pour  les  Bataves ;  c*^toit  le  secours  stranger  qui  d^cida  principalement ; 
et  si  dans  ce  terns  la  Hollande  avoit  seule  130  mille  hommes  sur  pied,  ce 
n*^toit  pas  par  ses  propres  forces,  mais  au  moyen  de  celles  qui  ^toient  k  la 
soldo,  qu'elle  ne  pourroit  pes  se  procurer  maintenant ;  car  quel  pays,  excepts 
peut-dtre  la  Suisse,  seroit  k  meme  de  lui  en  fournir  ? 

Les  Hollandois,  habitu^  k  ces  secours,  en  sont  devenus  moins  guerriers,  et 
se  sont  toum^  vers  le  commerce  et  la  navigation. 

Leur  aversion  pour  la  vie  militaire  est  telle  que  dans  ces  demiers  tems,  oh 
il  s'agissoit  de  leur  existence,  on  n'a  pu  mettre  sur  pied  en  Hollande  que 
quelques  milliers  d* hommes  enrolls  k  force  d  argent 

Mais,  dira-t-on,  Tesprit  public  est  meilleur  dans  la  Belgique,  et  celui  des 
Hollandois  est  susceptible  de  le  devenir.  Mdme  dans  cette  supposition  ces  pays 
pour  se  defendre  devront-ils  avoir  recours  2i  Tetranger,  puisque  toujours  lis 
seront  trop  foibles  pour  y  pourvoir  par  leurs  propres  forces,  surtout  d'api^  la 
mani^re  actuelle  de  faire  la  guerre. 

Ceci  m^rite  une  attention  bien  particuli^re.  Autrefois  une  arm^  destine 
&  envahir  un  pays  ^toit  compost  de  50,  60, 70  mille  hommes. 

On  en  destiuoit  20  ou  30  mille  pour  cemer  une  ou  deux  places  fortes,  et  en 
faire  le  si^ge  ou  le  blocus  ;  le  reste  servait  k  les  couvrir.  Avec  cette  mani^ 
de  faire  la  guerre,  40  ou  50  mille  hommes  pouvaient  defendre  avec  succ^  un 
pays  comme  les  Pays-Bas  contre  70  k  80  mille.  On  jetoit  18  k  20  mille  hommes 
dims  les  six  ou  sept  places  avanc^s,  tclles  que  Namur,  Mons,  Charleroi, 
Courtrai,  Ypres,  Menin,  Ostende ;  souvent  m6me  on  ne  gamissait  point  celles 
qui  se  trouvoient  sur  les  derri^res  de  Tarm^,  parcequ'on  ^toit  assur^  que  len- 
nemi  ne  pourroit  pas  y  parvenir.  On  avoit  done  encore  25  k  30  mille  hommes 
disponibles  k  opposer  k  Tennemi ;  et  comme  on  tiroit  ses  subsistances  des  ma- 
gasins,  on  avoit  la  facility  des  mouvemens,  avantage  qui  oompensait  le  nombre 
des  agresseurs,  qui  ^toient  obliges  d'avoir  recours  aux  moyens  de  transport  k 
chaque  pas  qu*ils  fesoient  en  avant. 

.  Maintenant  o*est  autre  chose.  La  France  n*attaquera  pas  les  Pays-Bas  avec 
moins  de  250  mille  hommes.  Une  force  pareiUe  ne  s'attache  point  aux  places 
fortes^  n'a  que  faire  de  voituree,  et  base  sortout  la  fiMsilit^  des  subsistanoos  snr 
la  viteaae  de  ses  mai^hes  et  la  courte  dur^  des  s^jours. 
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EUe  tftche  fieulement  d'^viter  de  s^onmer  dans  des  pays  incultes,  qa*on  ne 
rencontre  pas  dans  les  Pays-Bas. 

Faisant  observer  les  f orteresses  qu^elle  rencontre  par  un  corps  ^al  en  nomine 
aoz  gamisons  qa*elles  renferment,  ce  qui  demande  au  pins  12  k  15  mille 
hommes,  elle  se  porte  en  avant  Supposons  done  que  cette  arm^  Fian- 
9aise  ait  pris  ses'cantonnemens  entre  la  Meuse  et  I'Escaut^  et  qn'elle  se  rassem- 
blat  dans  les  environs  de  Maubeuge. 

Supposons  de  plus  que  du  c6t4  des  Pays-Bas  on  fait  tons  les  efforts  imagin- 
ables,  qu*on  ait  mtoe  r^ussi,  ce  qui  paroit  tr^s  difficile,  k  mettre  une  armde  de 
130  mille  honunes  sur  pied,  sous  un  chef  habile  et  dou^  de  talens :  sa  premiere 
id^  seroit  sans  doute  de  se  battre,  sans  s'embarrasser  du  nombre  sup^eur  de 
Tennemi,  et  de  se  conserver  pour  cet  effet  le  plus  de  force  possible  en  campagne. 
Mais  les  forteresses  ont  besoin  de  gamisons  ;  celles  en  arri^re  en  ont  ^gale- 
ment  un  besoin  pressant,  la  bataille  pouvant  €tre  perdue,  et  T^nnemi  pouvant 
alors  dinger  sa  marche  sur  celles-ci.  Or,  il  y  a  k  gamir  Nieuport,  Ostende, 
Ypres,  Courtrai,  Mons,  Gharleroi,  Namur,  Dinant,  Anvers,  Maestricht,  Ylies- 
singue,  Bergen  op  Zoom,  Breda,  Gertruydenberg,  Bois  le  Due,  Yenloo. 

Outre  cela  il  faut  placer  quelque  gamison  au  moins  dans  les  grandes  villes 
pour  y  maintenir  Tesprit  public,  telles  que  Bruzelles,  Qand,  Louvain,  et  Ma- 
lines. 

En  pla^ant  seulement — 

Hommes. 

AMaestricht 3,000 

Namur        5,000 

Dinant        500 

Mons 5,000 

Courtrai     3,000 

Osteudo      3,500 

Anvers        4,000 

Bois  le  Due        1,000 

Breda 800 

Yliessingue        700 

Nieuport 500 

Et  n^assignant  aux  quatres  villes  de  Brux- 
elles,  Gand,  Louvain,  et  Malines,  v&  leurs 
propres  moyens  de  defense,  que  de  foibles 

gamisons,  en  tout 3,000 

30,000 


il  ne  resteroit  que  100  mille  honunes  k  Tarm^  pour  aller  au  devant  de  Ten- 
nemi,  qui  avanccroit  avec  250  mille  hommes  de  Namur  sur  Louvain.  Ce  seroit 
Ik  que  la  bataille  auroit  lieu,  et  avec  une  force  aussi  disproportionn^e  y  auroit- 
il  quelque  apparence  de  succ^  pour  les  Bataves,  pour  peu  que  I'arm^  Fran- 
^aise  fit  son  devoir. 

Pousser  plus  loin  les  efforts,  afin  de  mettre  en  campagne  une  arm^  plus  oon- 
sid^ble  encore,  paroit  peu  possible.  Le  nombre  suppose  plus  haut  est  d^jk 
tr^  considerable  pour  une  population  de  4^  de  millions  etaudellu  Si  laPrusse 
dans  oes  demiers  tems  a  fait  plus,  c'^toit  dans  des  circonstances  tout-k-fidt  ex* 
traordinaires,  et  cela  ne  pent  g^^res  §tre  imit^  ailleurs. 

Ajoutons  qu*il  faut  doter  les  forteresses,  les  pourvoir  d'artUlerie,  de  muni- 
tions de  guerre  et  de  bouche,  entretenir  leurs  ouvrages,  tenir  la  flotte  en  bon 
etat,  et  avoir  soin  des  invalides  des  troupes  de  terre  et  de  mer.  Considdrons 
enfin  le  grand  nombre  de  forteresses  qui  existent  dans  ces  pays,  ou  Yett«.«iiQft 
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lee  mojeDB  qne  nouB  vonons  de  supposer  dans  notro  calcul  surpaasent  dejk  ses 
forces. 

II  faut  bien  se  gardor  d*^tendre  trop  los  mesures  pcrmanentes  de  defense. 
Loin  d  augmenter  le  patriotisme,  rieu  ne  tend  plus  k  I'affoiblir,  et  k  le  perdre. 
Le  chameau  surcharge'  ne  se  l^ve  pas  lorsqu'il  8*agit  de  marcher;  il  reste 
immobile. 

D*apr^s  les  considerations  ci-dessus,  il  est  clairemont  prouve  que  lea  Pays- 
Bas  ne  peuvent  pas  se  defendre  par  eux-m§mes. 

Mais  il  faut,  dira-t-on,  les  agrandir  encore  de  quelques  ddpartemens  sur  la 
rive  droite  de  la  Meuse,  tels  que  ceux  de  TOurthe  et  des  ForSts,  par  ezemple, 
qui  ajouteroient  650  mille  &mes  k  sa  population ;  il  faut  meme  ^tendre  lour 
territoire  vers  le  Rhin  et  la  Roer ;  cela  ira  au  delk  d'un  million ;  il  faut  leor 
assigner  Luxembourg  et  Juliers  pour  les  reudre  inattaquables  de  ce  o6t^. 
Loin  d*ameliorer  par  Ik  leur  situation,  on  la  rendroit  encore  plus  i»^nible. 
Leur  ligne  de  defense  contre  la  France  se  trouveroit  presque  doubl^e  (car 
Namur  fait  k  pcu  pr^  le  centro  entre  Luxembourg  et  Ostende) ;  et  quand 
mSme  on  pousseroit  Taccroissement  aussi  loin  qu'il  est  possible  dans  ces  oon- 
tr^es,  cela  ne  changeroit  rien  k  la  these,  car  il  seroit  toujours  impossible  d'at- 
teindre  la  population  et  Ic  dogr^  de  force  nec^ssaires  pour  suffire  a  la  defense 
qu'exigeroiont  I'^tendue  do  la  fronti^re  et  tant  do  places  fortes,  qui  absorbe- 
roient  une  tr^  grande  partie  de  I'arm^. 

Luxembourg  surtout  paroit  plutot  une  charge  qu'un  avantage  pour 
la  Hollande,  parcequ'il  y  faut  ime  gamison  tr^  considerable  de  12,000 
hommes. 

L'Angleterro,  les  puissances  du  nord  de  TAllemagne,  nomm^ment  la  Prusse, 
le  Hanovre,  sont  dminemment  intdressees  kdonner  aux  Pays-Bas  toute  la  force 
n^ccssairo  pour  so  defendre,  et  servir  de  boulevard  au  systdme  politique  que 
nous  avons  ^tabli ;  mais  il  paroit  bien  clair  que  ce  n'est  pos  en  leur  donnant 
trop  d'dtondu,  et  en  leur  imposant  une  charge  qui  surpasse  leurs  ve'ritables 
forces,  qu'on  pent  se  flatter  d'atteindre  ce  but  salutaire  :  que  bien  au  contraire, 
ce  seroit  k  coup  eiir  le  moyen  de  le  manquer. 

Luxembourg  et  Juliers  ddfendront  bcauconp  micux  les  Pays-Bas  entre  les 
mains  des  Puissances  AUi^  qu  entre  les  siennes  propres.  Cee  places  sont 
n^cessaires  k  TAUcmagne,  et  s'il  est  possible  d'assigner  une  portion  de  terri- 
toire considdrable  k  la  Baviere  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin,  Luxembourg  k 
ceUe-ci,  et  Juliers  k  la  Prusse. 

Pour  bien  lier  leur  sysfeme  k  celui  des  Pays-Bas  il  ne  faut  pas  vouloir  ren- 
forcer  ceux-ci  k  leur  d^pens*;  il  ne  faut  pas  les  obligor  k  ^tablir  leur  premise 
ligne  de  defense  sur  le  Rhin  ;  il  faut  rendre  le  systeme  de  defense  commun ;  il 
font  mcttre  les  int^rdts  rdciproquement  en  rapport. 

La  Prusse,  si  elle  n'envisageoit  avec  un  ^goisme  r^pr^onsible  que  son  in- 
t^r^t  particulier,  abandonneroit  toute  possessipn  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin. 
Elle  insisteroit  sur  un  arrondissement  plus  convenable  de  ses  forces,  sur  le 
recouyrement  de  toutes  ses  anciennes  provinces. 

Ce  seroit  une  grande  fausse  politique  de  la  part  de  la  Hollande,  et  de  ceux 
qui  s'int^ressent  k  juste  titre  k  son  sort,  d'engager  la  Prusse  k  suivre  une  sys- 
tdmo  d^isolement.  II  me  paroit,  au  contraire,  que  tons  leurs  soins  devroient 
tendre  k  int^resser  cetto  puissance,  par  des  possessions  entre  le  Rhin  et  la  Meuse, 
k  regarder  la  defense  des  Pays-Bas  comme  la  sienne  propre,  et  k  aller  au 
devant  des  intentions  de  la  Prusse  k  former  des  liens  indissolubles  avec  ce  pays, 
fond^  sur  un  interSt  r^iproque. 

Le  meme  raisonnement  est  applicable  au  reste  de  TAllemagne  et  k  la  Bavi^ro 
si  elle  obticut  le  pays  mentionn^  plus  haut. 

Namur,  la  Meuse,  et  Maestiicht  forment  d^  tout  ce  qu*il  font  pour  la  d^- 


Oct.,  1814.    HOLLAND,  AND  THE  NORTH  OF  GERMANY.      311 

fense  dos  Pays-Bas,  et  mdme  dans  on  plus  haut  degr^  que  la  Boer,  Luxem- 
bourg, ot  Juliers. 

La  Hollande  et  les  Pays-Bas,  d^jk  oouyerts  de  forteresses,  exigeant  des  frais 
et  des  gamisoDs  presqu'au  dessus  de  leurs  forces,  ne  devroient  pas  brigner  la 
possession  de  oes  deux  demi^res,  qui  ne  pourroient  que  lui  6tre  infiniment  k 
charge. 

R^sumons :    . 

Les  Pays-Bas  ne  ponvent  pas  foumir  par  eux-mdmes  k  leur  defense ;  que 
faut-il  qu'ils  fessent  pour  y  pourroir?  Donner  k  leur  ligne  d'attaque  da  c6t^ 
de  la  France  le  moins  d^^tendue  possible,  afin  que  la  defense  en  soit  d'autant 
plus  facile,  moins  contenu*  k  entretenir,  et  plus  forte.  Arranger  le  syst^me  de 
defense  int^eure  de  mani^re  k  ce  qu*oh  soit  assur6  que  I'ennemi  ne  puisse  pas 
s*^tablir  dans  le  pays  avant  que  les  secours  strangers  ne  soient  k  port^ ;  le 
situer  de  mani^re  qu'il  puisse  Stre  assure  de  ces  secours  par  un  int^t  bien 
d^id^  et  r^iproque. 

Ici  nos  regards  se  portent  ptemi^ment  sur  TAngleterro,  parcequ*en  effet 
TAngleterre  est  dminemment  int^resB^  k  ce  que  la  France  ne  se  remette  pas 
en  possession  des  Pays-Bas.  Mais  en  consid^Bnt  la  chose  de  plus  pr^  on  se 
demande : — 

Les  secours  de  TAngleterre  pourront-ils  toujours  arriver  assez  k  tems  pour  le 
salut  des  Pays-Bas  ?  et  les  Fran9ais,  agiles  guerriers  et  rns^  politiques,  n*at- 
taqueront-ils  pas  ce  pays  de  mani^  qu'il  soit  presque  totalement  conquis 
avant  que  les  Anglais  soient  rassembl^,  embarqu^  et  descendus  sur  les 
cot(^?  De  plus,  les  secours  de  TAngleterre  pourront-ils  6tre  assez  nom- 
breux  pour  roister  avec  les  forces  seules  des  Pays-Bas  au  choc  des  Fran^als  ? 

La  constitution  de  I'Angleterre  met  des  lenteurs  irr^sistibles  dans  de  pa* 
reilles  operations.  L'embarquement,  la  descente,  no  sent  pas  sans  difficulty, 
Les  possessions  de  TAngleterre  sont  d'une  telle  ^tendue  que  le  nombre  de 
troupes  necessaire  pour  les  gamir  dans  le  cas  d'une  guerre  ayec  la  France 
emp^cheroit  d'en  destiner  un  qui  fut  assez  considerable  pour  atteindre  le  but 
dans  les  Pays-Bas. 

Supposons  rarm^e  auxiliaire  Anglaise  de  quarante  k  cinquante  mille  hommes : 
ce  Bcroit  un  secours  infiniment  re^)ectable ;  mais  ne  nous  le  cachons  pas,  il  ne 
suffiroit  pas  pour  garantir  les  Pays-Bas  d*ime  attaque  bien  combinee  de  la  part 
de  la  France. 

Quelles  ressources  reste-t-il  done  k  cet  etat? 

Un  seul  regard  sur  la  carte  nous  montre  d'ok  doi?ent  venir  les  secours  les 
plus  prompts  et  les  plus  importans,  et  le  pass^  nous  apprend  de  quelle  mani^ 
il  faut  faire  ces  arrangemens  pour  s^en  assurer. 

C'est  de  TAllemagne,  et  surtout  de  la  Prusse. 

Celle-ci  n'est  pas  k  craindre  pour  les  Pays-Bas,  pouryu  qu'un  int^rdt  les  lie. 
Les  Pays-Bas  n*ont  pas  besoin  de  Juliers  pour  assurer  leur  cdte  faible,  parce 
qu'il  sera  mieux  garanti  par  toutes  les  forces  de  la  Prusse  que  par  une  place 
forte.  Bs  n'auront  pas  k  appreliender  Tisolement  de  la  Prusse,  qui  auroit  lieu 
si  on  Ty  for9oit  par  de  fausses  mesures ;  et  supposons  le  malheureux  cas  qui 
parait  inadmissible,  en  s'^tablissant  le  syst£me  que  nous  proposons,  que  la 
Prusse  se  d^clar&t  centre  la  Hollande,  Juliers  n'offriroit  aucune  siirete  contra 
cette  premiere,  y&  qu  elle  attaqueroit  la  Hollande  plus  has.  Le  yeritable 
point  que  la  Hollande  doit  rendre  inattaquable  ayant  toute  chose,  c'est  celui 
de  Dinant  et  de  Namur ;  car  une  arm^e  ennemie  qui  p^netreroit  par  Ik  sur 
Louyain  toumeroit  toutes  les  autres  forteresses  principales,  et  op^reroit  an 
coeur  du  pays. 

n  faut  done  lier  bien  intimdment  les  Pays-Bas  ayec  la  Prusse  et  la  ligne 
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Germahiqne,  soit  qvCHa  en  (assent  nne  partie  integrante,  soit  qu'ils  entzent 
aveo  elle  diuisune  alliance  indissoluble,  oe  qui  paroit  plus  simple. 

On  ne  pent  trop  le  r^ter,  ces  liens  doivent  receyoir  leura  forces  et  leur  dor^ 
par  on  int^t  rdciproque.  L'AUemag^e  doit  par  cons^uent  trouver  dans 
I'anangement  k  faire  ce  qui  pent  assurer  sa  propre  defense.  Celui  que  nous 
proposons  fait  trouver  oe  bienfiut  aussi  k  la  Bavi^re,  et  engage  aussi  le  Sud  de 
TAllemagne  par  un  int^rSt  oommun  plus  que  par  des  traits  k  la  defense  com- 
mune. 

C'est  ainsi  que  les  Pays-Bas  deviendront  le  noeud  d'union  entre  le  continent 
et  la  Grande  Bretagne,  et  seront  par  Ik  I'anneau  le  plus  pr^eux  de  la  chafne 
des  ^tats  de  I'Europe  attach^  par  leur  fiotte  k  TAngleterre,  par  leur  azmto  k 
TAllemagne. 

Voilk  la  seule  mani^re  d*assurer  Tind^pendance  de  ce  pays  et  de  la  sauyer 
du  joug  de  la  France,  auquel,  sans  cela,  il  n'echappera  pas. 

n  est  k  d^sirer  encore  que  le  Prince  Souyerain  des  Pays-Bas,  qui  prendra 
probablcment  le  titre  de  Boi,  n'ait  aucune  possession  d^tach^  ou  d'inter^t 
^oign^  de  ses  ^tats.  Qu'il  Change  done  ces-  possessions  h^r^taires  sur  la 
live  droite  du  Rhin,  en  les  c^dant  k  la  Prusse  centre  le  pays  de  Li^ge,  appar- 
tenant  k  TAllemagne,  yoisin  des  Pays-Bas  en  tant  qu'il  se  trouye  sur  la  riye 
gauche  de  la  Meuse,  et  ayec  un  rayon  pour  li^ge  qui  est  k  cheyal  sur  cette  riyiere. 
H  y  gagnera  oonsiddrablementk  car  ces  ^tats  actuels  de  la  maison  de  Nassau- 
Orange  contiennent    127,000  &me8 

La  partie  en  question,  ou  pays  de  Li^ge     . .      . .     255 ,000 

Profit 128,000 

dans  un  pays  industrieux  et  bien  cultiy^. 

Rien  n'emp^hera  des  arrangemens  oonyenables  pour  la  seconde  g^iture, 
si  on  les  trouye  k  propos.  La  Prusse.  c^era  aux  Pays-Bas  partie  de  la  Gueldre 
Prussienne  sur  la  riye  gauche  de  la  Meuae,  et  afin  de  donner  k  ceux-ci  cette 
riyi^  toute  enti^re  et  des  rayons  aux  places,  une  marge  de  long  de  sa  liye 
droite. 

La  carte  d-jointe  montre  la  fronti^re  qu'on  propose  entre  la  Prusse  et  les 
Pays-Bas  moyennant  une  ligne  bleue,  ayec  la  France  moyennant  une  ligne 
rouge,  et  telle  que  nous  la  projettons  ayec  la  Bayi^  moyennant  une  ligne 
yerte.  Les  places  fortes  ou  k  fortifier  s*y  trouyent  ^galement  marquees,  de 
mime  que  la  partie  du  pays  de  li^ge  k  assigner  au  Prince  d'Orange,  par  une 
ligne  brune.  Le  territoire  qu'on  destine  aux  Pays-Bas  est  enlumin^  de  jaune. 
II  s'agira  de  s'arranger  ayec  la  Bayi^  d^  qu'on  sera  d'accord  entre  la  Prusse 
et  les  Pays-Bas. 


[  791.]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Paris,  4th  Oct,,  1814. 

Pozzo  di  Borgo  is  going  to  Vienna,  and  I  write  you  just  one 
line  by  him  to  inform  you  that  I  have  drawn  up  some  despatches 
for  you  upon  the  slave  trade  and  other  matters,  which  will  not 
be  ready  to  go  by  him,  but  will  be  sent  to  you  to-morrow 
night 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellinqton. 
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To  Lord  Viscount  CastUreagh.  [  792.  J 

My  LoBD,  Paris,  4th  Oci,  1814. 

In  consequence  of  the  directions  given  to  my  predecessor. 
Sir  Charles  Stewart,  and  what  passed  between  your  Lordship 
and  the  deputies  from  Hamburgh  in  London,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  urge  the  King  of  France's  ministers  to  come  to  a 
settlement  with  the  persons  residing  here  deputed  by  the  Bank 
of  Hamburgh  to  represent  their  claim& 

My  recommendations  to  M.  de  Jaucourt  and  M.  de  Blacas 
have  induced  the  King's  ministers  to  take  the  subject  into  con- 
sideration ;  but  instead  of  satisfaction  having  been  given  to  the 
Bank  of  Hamburgh,  their  deputies  have  been  referred  for  the 
adjustment  of  their  claims  to  the  Congress  at  Vienna.  Having 
this  day  waited  upon  M.  de  Jaucourt,  I  spoke  to  him  on  this 
subject,  and  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  claim  of  the  Bank  of 
Hamburgh  was  made  under  the  convention  of  the  23rd  of  April 
and  the  treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  the  Congress  of  Vienna  was 
to  settle  all  other  questions  in  Europe  excepting  those  which 
had  been  settled  with  France  by  these  instruments. 

M.  de  Jaucourt  then  said  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Bank  had  no  claim,  and  that  at  all  events 
the  claims  which  the  King  had  upon  the  town  of  Hamburgh 
were  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  those  which  the  Bank  of 
Hamburgh  might  be  supposed  to  have  upon  France.  I  pointed 
out  to  M.  de  Jaucourt  that  this  claim  was  recognized  in  an 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  that  His  Majesty  could  not 
omit  to  acknowledge  it  unless  he  should  say  that  he  intended 
the  money  should  be  restored  only  in  case  it  had  been  taken 
from  the  Bank  on  any  other  account  but  for  his  own  service ; 
that  the  claims  which  it  was  alleged  His  Majesty  had  upon 
the  town  of  Hamburgh  were  for  requisitions  which  had  not  been 
complied  with ;  that  to  urge  them  now,  after  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  to  offer  the  relinquishment  of  them  in  discharge  of  the 
claims  of  the  Bank,  under  an  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  was 
tantamount  to  the  adoption  and  enforcing  of  a  severe  measure 
of  war  during  a  period  of  peace ;  and  that  we  could  admit 
neither  that  the  Bank  had  no  claim  upon  His  Majesty,  nor  that 
His  Majesty  had  any  claim  upon  the  town  of  Hamburgh  for 
the  requisitions  remaining  uncomplied  with ;  that  if  the  Minister 
of  Finance,  or  any  other  person,  had  any  reasons  to  alk^ 
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against  what  I  had  said,  I  hoped  they  would  bring  them 
forward  and  have  the  matter  settled  at  Paris  by  amicable  dis- 
cussion ;  and  that  above  all  I  hoped  that  I  should  not  be  under 
the  necessity  of  giving  in  a  note  upon  the  subject,  thus  giving 
fresh  ground  to  those  who  clamoured  against  His  Majesty  for 
his  want  of  faith  and  sincerity  in  his  promises. 

M.  de  Jaucourt  deprecated  this  measure ;  but  he  said  that 
as  M.  de  Talleyrand  had  settled  this  article  of  the  treaty  with 
your  Lordship,  he  wished  to  have  his  directions  upon  the  claims 
of  the  Bank  of  Hamburgh,  and  he  promised  that  he  would 
again  speak  to  the  King  about  it 

In  case  the  subject  should  come  under  discussion  at  Vienna, 
I  enclose  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  petition  from  the  agents 
of  the  Bank  to  the  King,  in  which  their  case  is  clearly  stated. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  793.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  4tli  Oct..  1814. 

Having  found  that  the  late  operations  and  successes  of  His 
Majesty's  arms  in  America  created  a  good  deal  of  sensation  at 
Paris,  were  canvassed  in  a  very  unfair  manner  in  the  public 
newspapers,  and  had  increased  the  ill  temper  and  rudeness  with 
which  in  too  many  instances  His  Majesty's  subjects  are  treated 
in  this  town,  I  thought  it  proper,  in  obedience  to  the  directions 
which  I  had  received  from  Lord  Liverpool,  to  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  which  offered  in  my  interview  with  Monsieur  de 
Jaucourt  this  day,  to  inform  him  of  the  state  of  the  negotia- 
tions at  Ghent,  and  to  beg  him  to  assure  the  King  that  the  late 
successes  would  not  make  any  alteration  in  the  reasonable 
terms  on  which  the  Prince  B^gent  had  always  felt  disposed  to 
make  peace  with  America ;  and  that  the  British  Commissioners 
at  Ghent  had  been  authorised  to  make  a  declaration  accord- 
ingly. Monsieur  de  Jaucourt  expressed  great  disgust  at  tlie 
state  of  the  daily  press  at  Paris  at  present ;  and  assured  me 
that  what  had  been  published  on  the  subject  of  our  operations 
in  America  had  made  no  impression  on  the  King's  mind,  and 
that  he  was  certain  that  His  Majesty  would  hear  with  satisfac- 
tion the  communication  I  had  made  to  him. 
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He  then  told  me  that  he  had  had  many  representations  lately 
from  the  Americans  regarding  the  partiality  towards  the  British 
government  of  their  system  of  neutrality. 

There  existed  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  town  in  the 
course  of  the  last  week,  which,  however,  was  not  manifested  in 
any  act  of  riot  or  disorder.  The  Jacobin  party,  and  that 
attached  exclusively  to  Buonaparte,  were  observed  to  be  more 
than  usually  active ;  two  libels  against  the  King  and  the 
government  were  published  and  distributed,  and  reports  of 
English  influence,  of  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  our 
position  in  the  Low  Countries',  &e.,  were  circulated  in  all  the 
coffee  houses  and  public  places.  At  the  same  period  of  time 
General  Vandamme,  whom  the  King  had  forbidden  to  appear 
in  his  presence,  went  to  the  Tuileries ;  and  the  King,  instead 
of  ordering  that  he  should  be  turned  out,  directed  that  he 
might  be  informed  that  His  Majesty  would  not  go  to  mass  if  the 
General  did  not  quit  the  Palace.  The  General  remained,  and 
the  officers  of  the  household  were  obliged  to  turn  him  out  by 
violence. 

This  circumstance,  as  it  was  considered  by  the  Emigrant 
party  a  symptom  of  weakness  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,  aug- 
mented the  uneasiness  of  the  moment,  which,  however,  appears 
now  to  have  subsided. 

There  exists  no  doubt  of  the  continued  discontent  of  the 
military,  and  of  those  employed  by  the  late  government,  for 
whom  there  is  no  employment  under  the  present.  The  number 
of  discontented  is  augmented  by  the  immense  number  of  per- 
sons ruined  by  the  Revolution,  who  have  all  been  accustomed 
to  look  to  the  restoration  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  as  the  end 
of  their  sufferings,  and  that  the  possession  of  their  fortunes  and 
of  the  honours  and  emoluments  of  the  State  would  immediately 
follow.  All  this  class  of  persons  have  been  disappointed,  and  their 
wants  are  increased  by  the  expenses  which  they  have  incurred 
to  come  to  Paris  to  solicit  employment ;  and  tliey  are  as  loud 
in  their  complaints  of  the  want  of  firmness  of  the  government  as 
the  Jacobin  party  and  those  attached  to  Buonaparte  are  in  their 
censures  of  its  want  of  other  qualities. 

The  number  of  persons  obliged  to  look  for  support  from 
public  employment  and  the  resources  of  the  public  is  immense, 
and  far  greater  even  in  proportion  to  the  size  and  population  of 
France  than  in  any  other  country ;  and  all  these  are  diacout^w^R^^ 
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and  ready  to  seize  any  opportunity  to  effect  a  change  of  any 
kind 

Tiiis  situation  of  affairs  must  occasion  constant  uneasiness ; 
but  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  if  the  King  can  carry  on  his 
govemment  without  any  material  difference  of  opinion  with 
the  legislature,  he  will  gain  time  sufficient  to  establish  it 
effectually. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  794.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  4th  Oct.  1814. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Prince  Regent's  commands  to  offer  to 
the  French  government  the  cession  either  of  a  sum  of  money  or 
an  island  in  the  West  Indies  in  order  to  obtain  from  them  the 
immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  I  took  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  to  M.  de  Talleyrand  on  the  subject  on  the 
night  of  the  12th  ultimo.  I  told  him  that  the  idea  of  making 
this  offer  had  originated  in  a  notion  which  prevailed  generally 
that  the  French  govemment  were  disposed  to  abolish  the  trade 
entirely  if  some  concession  were  made  to  obtain  that  objects 
M.  de  Talleyrand  replied  that  no  such  disposition  existed  ;  that 
both  the  King  and  he  had  explained  themselves  fully  to  your 
Lordship  and  to  me  on  the  subject ;  that  the  King  was  deter- 
mined to  perform  his  engagements,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
restrict  the  trade  of  his  subjects,  as  far  as  was  possible,  on  those 
parts  of  the  coast  of  Africa  which  we  had  pointed  out,  and  to 
co-operate  with  the  British  govemment  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  at  Congress  and  elsewhere,  to  put  an  end  to  the  trade 
altogether. 

Finding  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  that  no  disposition 
existed  to  abolish  the  trade  immediately  on  any  ground,  I  did 
not  think  it  necessary  or  proper  to  describe  what  concescdon 
the  British  government  were  disposed  to  make,  any  further  than 
as  one  to  compensate  the  persons  interested  in  carrying  on  the 
slave  trade  for  the  losses  they  might  be  supposed  to  incur  by 
the  immediate  abolition. 

I  reported  this  conversation  to  Lord  Liverpool,  who  has  ex- 
pressed to  me  a  desire  that  the  offer  of  a  cession  to  the  French 
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goyernment  should  be  recorded  in  a  more  formal  manner,  either 
at  Paris  or  at  Vienna,  as  might  appear  most  expedient  to  your 
Lordship. 

It  appears  to  me  most  expedient  that  it  should  be  done  at 
Vienna,  M.  de  Talleyrand  being  there,  in  whose  conversations 
in  society  at  Paris  the  idea  is  supposed  to  have  originated.  I 
had  spoken  to  him  alone  on  the  subject,  and  I  was  quite  certain 
that  he  had  reported  to  the  King  the  offer  which  I  had  made  of 
a  cession  to  obtain  the  immediate  abolition.  I  was  certain  that 
the  King  would  neither  accept  nor  refuse  the  offer  without 
referring  to  his  minister  at  Vienna ;  and  I  conceived  that  time 
would  be  saved,  and  other  advantages  would  be  gained,  by 
leaving  the  matter  to  be  settled  by  your  Lordship  with  M.  de 
Talleyrand. 

I  therefore  mentioned,  on  the  29th,  to  M .  de  Jaucourt  what 
had  passed  between  M.  de  Talleyrand  and  me  on  the  night 
of  the  12th  Sept,  and  explained  the  reasons  for  wishing  that  the 
offer  and  the  answer  to  it  should  be  recorded  ;  and,  in  order  to 
save  time,  begged  him  to  prevail  upon  the  King  to  send  orders 
to  M.  de  Talleyrand  either  to  decline  or  accept  the  offer,  as  His 
Majesty  might  think  proper. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation  M.  de  Jaucourt,  who  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  business  ought  to  be  settled  at 
Vienna,  stated  that  he  thought  the  offer  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
obtain  this  or  any  other  political  object  ought  not  to  be  taken 
into  consideration;  that  the  cession  of  a  West  India  island 
would  not  be  considered  by  those  carrying  on  the  slave  trade 
as  a  compensation  for  the  loss  they  would  sustain  by  its  imme- 
diate abolition ;  and  that  they  would  contend  that  the  State 
would  gain  nothing  by  the  cession,  as  the  continuance  of  the 
trade  would  bring  as  much  new  land  into  cultivation  and  pro- 
duce in  the  old  colonies  as  would  be  acquired  in  the  newly 
ceded  colony.  M.  de  Jaucourt  promised  me  to  report  to  His 
Majesty  what  I  had  stated,  and  to  make  me  acquainted  with  the 
result,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  call  upon  him  till  this  day. 

Having  called  upon  him  this  day,  he  told  me  that  he  had 
mentioned  to  the  King  what  I  had  desired  him,  and  that  His 
Majesty  had  directed  him  to  report  it  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  and 
to  leave  it  to  M.  de  Talleyrand  to  come  to  an  agreement  with 
your  Lordship,  informing  M.  de  Talleyrand  at  the  same  time 
that  His  Majesty's  sentiments  and  intentions  as  last  commuiur 
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cated  to  him  were  not  altered.  I  asked  M.  de  Jaucourt  whether 
I  was  to  understand  that  His  Majesty  accepted  or  declined  the 
offer  which  had  been  made  ;  and  he  said  that  he  knew  no  more 
than  he  had  told  me,  and  I  must  form  my  own  opinion  from  what 
I  knew  of  His  Majesty's  sentiments ;  that  he,  M.  de  Jaucourt, 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  instructions  which  the  King  had 
given  M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  that  he  was  only  directed  to  refer 
to  those  instructions,  and  to  report  the  conversation  with  me. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Zachary  Macavlay^  Esq,,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lobd  Duke,  London,  4th  Oct,  1814. 

I  have  been  honoured  by  yonr  Grace's  letters  of  the  12th  and  20th 
September,  and  feel  infinitely  indebted  to  your  Grace  for  the  condescension 
with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  receive  my  communications.  I  have 
been  encouraged  by  it  to  submit  to  your  Grace's  notice  two  publications 
which  have  lately  reached  me  from  St.  Domingo,  and  which  will  be  found 
to  contain  important  information  respecting  the  state  of  that  island,  and 
such  evidence  of  the  rax)id  advance  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  arts  of  civi- 
lized life  as  seems  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  remotest  hope  of  their 
return  to  their  ancient  state  of  depression. 

The  books  I  now  send  will  be  found  to  refer  to  that  part  of  Hayti 
which  is  governed  by  Christophe.  There  is  now  in  London  an  envoy  fix)m 
the  other  chief,  Petion,  who  is  a  man  of  colour,  and  who  comes  charged 
with  a  mission  to  the  English  government  He  has  this  day  applied  to 
Earl  Bathurst  for  an  audience,  and  although  I  have  seen  him  several 
times,  he  has  very  properly  been  silent  respecting  his  precise  objects,  until 
he  shall  have  explained  them  to  His  Majesty's  government.  He  is  a  man 
of  very  considerable  intelligence,  and  even  address.  He  treats  the  idea 
of  subjugating  Hayti  as  perfectly  chimerical,  and  represents  the  whole 
population  as  absolutely  decided  against  any  accommodation  with  France 
which  shall  even  assume  as  its  basis  the  enjoyment  by  that  country  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  commerce  of  Hayti. 

Will  your  Grace  pardon  my  taking  the  liberty  of  putting  under  the  pro- 
tection of  your  Grace's  cover  a  packet  for  my  brother. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord  Duke, 

Your  IiOrdship*s  much  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Zachabt  Macaulat. 
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Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WdUngton. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Downing  Street,  4th  Oct.,  1814, 

General  Maxwell  (the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone)  has  just  returned  on 
leave  of  absence.  On  waiting  on  me,  he  expressed  his  apprehensions  in 
the  strongest  manner  of  the  fatal  consequences  which  would  follow  from 
the  resumption  of  the  slave-trade  to  the  northward  of  the  Line,  and  how 
much  every  moment  was  valuable,  if  there  existed  a  disposition  in  France 
to  prohibit  it,  to  make  that  intention  known.  He  has  since  sent  me  in 
a  paper  containing  these  representations,  and  was  at  one  time  inclined  to 
set  ofif  to  Paris  to  enforce  them  to  your  Grace,  which  I  assured  him  was 
unnecessary.  I,  however,  enclose  his  paper,  and  I  hope  you  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  pressing  on  His  Majesty  the  necessity  of  making  the 
declaration  which  he  has  promised  us  he  will  make.  The  humane  and 
generous  disposition  of  the  French  King  will,  I  am  sure,  induce  him  to 
hasten  the  prohibition  when  he  sees  what  misery  is  produced  by  the 
delay. 

After  the  hopes  we  had  been  led  to  entertain  that  the  trade  would  not 
have  been  renewed  north  of  the  Line,  and  the  language  which  we  con- 
sidered ourselves  authorized  to  hold  on  this  subject,  it  must  be  a  mortifica- 
tion to  receive  complaints  on  this  head. 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wilberforce,  enclosing  to 
me  the  ordonnanoe  of  the  French  government  authorizing  the  recommence- 
ment of  the  slave-trade  under  the  old  regulations.  It  appeared  in  the 
Dutch  Gazette ;  and  though  I  am  aware  it  is  by  no  means  inconsistent 
with  what  has  been  promised  to  publish  such  an  ordonnance,  and  to  limit 
the  coast  within  which  that  trade  should  be  in  future  carried  on,  yet  if 
the  ordonnance  appears  alone,  and  is  not  soon  followed  by  the  limitation, 
we  have  reason  to  complain. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  sincerely, 

Bathubst. 

[Enclosure.] 
Governor  MaxwtWs  Report, 

The  inhabitants  of  Senegal  and  Goree,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  will  engage 
with  eagerness  in  the  renewal  of  the  slave-trade  on  the  receipt  of  the  first 
intelligence  from  Europe  that  it  will  be  agaiu  permitted :  they  have  never 
been  accustomed  to  view  it  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  trafSc  by  far 
the  most  profitable  which  they  could  possibly  carry  on ;  nor  can  any  restraint 
l)e  expected  to  operate  upon  them  but  that  imposed  by  the  fear  of  laws  now 
so  soon  to  be  extinguished. 

The  expectation  of  the  restoration  of  those  settlements  to  the  crown  of 
France  has  been  generally  entertained  by  them,  and  with  it  that  of  the  former 
freedom  of  carrying  on  the  slave-trade ;  and  though  information  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France  had  not  reached  the  coast  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  yet  the  knowledge  of  the*,  successes  of  the  Allies  and  of 
tlio  armistice  had  been  communicated,  and  had  infused  sanguine  hopes  that 
the  period  was  fast  approaching  when  the  traflic  in  human  beings  might  again 
be  prosecuted  by  them  with  impunity. 
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The  connexions  of  these  persons  both  in  France  and  elsewhere  wonld  not 
fail  to  convert  these  hopes  into  assurance  by  sending  off  with  the  ntmost 
despatch  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace ;  and  it  is  extremely  probable  that  the 
article  therein  relating  to  the  slave-trade  was  known  in  Senegal  and  Groree 
by  the  latter  end  of  last  July. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  (or  perhaps  sooner),  not  only  those  who 
were  formerly  accustomed  to  ccury  on  this  dreadful  commerce,  but  also 
numerous  new  speculators,  would  immediately  put  in  execution  the  usual 
methods  for  obtaining  large  supplies  of  what  would  again  become  the  most 
valuable  of  the  exportable  commodities  of  Africa :  considerable  advances 
would  consequently  be  directly  made  by  them  to  the  native  chiefs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  both  settlements,  who,  discontented  with  the  sort  of  priva- 
tion which  the  cessation  of  the  trade  has  placed  them  imder,  are  universally 
eager  for  its  revival.  The  Moors,  too,  the  most  inexorable  and  unprincipled 
beings  on  earth,  would  receive  a  similar  impulse  from  the  advances  of  the 
traders;  and,  ravaging  with  indefatigable  activity  and  perseverance  the 
negro  country  on  the  borders  of  the  Senegal,  would,  in  a  very  short  space  of 
time,  collect  for  sale  multitudes  of  its  unfortunate  inhabitants ;  their  opera- 
tions, so  far  from  being  checked,  would  rather  be  aided  by  the  neg^  chiefs, 
whom  the  Moors  hold  in  a  state  approaching  to  subjection ;  and  in  the  view 
of  liquidating  comddorable  claims  which  the  latter  pretend  to  have  upon 
them,  they  would  readily  point  out  to  this  formidable  banditti  the  towns  and 
villages  best  adapted  to  furnish  the  prey  of  which  they  were  in  quest 

It  will  occur,  too,  most  unhappily  for  Africa,  that  at  the  period  when  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  will  be  known  there,  the  merchant-vessels  of  Senegal 
will  be  proceeding  up  the  river  in  their  annual  voyage  to  Galam,  the  distance 
of  which  from  Fort  Louis  is  several  hundred  miles.  From  this  voyage  they 
will  not  return  till  Christmas :  they  will  therefore  be  in  the  exact  situation 
in  wliich  they  may  furnish  the  greatest  facilities  to  the  views  of  the  dealers, 
and  to  the  operations  of  their  instruments,  the  chiefs  and  the  Moors.  Ddpots 
will  bo  formed  at  every  convenient  place  in  the  course  of  the  river,  which 
will  spee<iily  be  crowded  witli  unfortunate  victims  intended  for  conveyance 
to  the  island  of  St.  Louis ;  and  the  activity  employed  to  coUect  them  will 
no  doubt  be  materially  stimulated  by  the  opportunity  thus  presented  for  their 
immediate  removal.    • 

Proceedings  of  the  same  atrocious  nature  will  be  pursued  along  the  whole 
coast,  from  the  Senegal  to  as  fiar  as  the  slave-trade  has  usually  been  carried 
on.  It  will  be  aided  and  urged  to  tlie  utmost  by  the  agents  of  this  execrable 
occupation  ;  and,  it  is  too  surely  to  be  apprehended,  will  rapidly  sweep  away 
the  influence  which  the  English  have  acquired  over  an  extensive  tract  of 
country,  destroy  all  the  incipient  improvement  wliich  they  have  accomplished, 
and  consign  to  chains  and  misery  thousands  of  both  sexes,  of  all  ages  and 
conditions. 

Nor  will  the  trade,  on  its  revival  by  the  permission  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, be  confined  to  the  subjects  of  France  settled  at  the  colonies  already 
referred  to.  It  is  notorious  that  there  are  many  subjects  of  the  British  realm 
lurking  in  different  parts  of  the  coast,  who  will  seize  with  avidity  any  oppor- 
tunity to  engage  in  it,  under  which  they  may  hope  to  elude  the  penalties 
attached  to  it  by  the  laws  of  their  country.  These  men,  in  the  event  of  its 
renewal  to  the  northward  of  the  Line,  will  be  enabled  so  to  mix  and  identify 
themselves  with  the  French  settlers  in  its  prosecution,  that,  detection  being 
deemed  nearly  impossible,  the  denunciations  of  our  laws  will  become  to  them 
a  dead  letter ;  the  only  circumstance  which  has  hitherto  circumscribed  their 
transactions  in  this  afflicting  commerce  will  thus  be  rendered  unavailing,  and 
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the  retam  to  it  on  tho  part  of  France  will  be  the  certain  signal  of  its  recom« 
jnencement  by  too  many  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

These  evils  are,  it  is  belie ved,  at  this  moment  in  actual  operation.  The 
belief  that  the  trade  will  be  again  legalized  by  France  must  be  considered 
as  their  immediate  cause ;  and  tho  mischief,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  further 
agg^vated,  should  the  opinion  be  confirmed  by  the  acts  of  the  French 
goYcmment  at  the  epoch  of  tho  restoration  of  their  African  settlen^nts.  On 
tlie  other  hand,  should  the  negotiations  with  France  lead  to  the  abolition,  on 
the  part  of  that  Power,  of  the  slave-trade  in  all  places  to  the  north  of  the 
Line,  it  will  be  a  measure  of  obvious  expediency  to  despatch  with  the  least 
possible  delay  a  communication  to  Africa  with  such  intelligence,  in  order 
that  the  progress  of  the  slave-dealers  in  their  renewed  efforts  to  carry  on 
their  infamous  traffic  may  be  arrested,  and  the  extension  of  tlie  variety  of 
human  misery  consequent  on  their  operations  thereby  prevented. 

Charles  W.  Maxwell. 


Viscount  Casilereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  4th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  send  you  all  my  despatches  open,  and  beg  you  to  forward  them  when 
read,  including  a  copy  of  mine  to  you. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  have  your  military  plan  for  an  Italian  opera- 
tion, if  such  should  be  decided  on ;  but  I  am  anxious  to  keep  back,  if 
possible,  all  hruit  upon  this  point  at  present.  I  think  Talleyrand  judges 
ill  in  wishing  to  press  this  object  early.  According  to  my  notion,  he  can 
be  sure  of  no  Power  in  the  present  stage  of  our  discussions.  Several  will 
hold  off  till  they  see  how  it  will  bear  upon  their  own  immediate  interests  ; 
and  whilst  this  is  the  case,  stirring  points  merely  to  alarm  is  nmning  an 
unnecessary  risk  of  stirring  up  mischief. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord, 

Ever  yours  sincerely  (in  haste), 

Castlebeagh. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Duke,  WaUner  Castle,  5th  Oct.,  1814. 

Wilberforce  and  Co.  are  becoming  very  impatient  as  lo  the  conclusion  of 
that  part  of  our  arrangement  with  France  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade 
which  regards  the  northern  limits.  This  impatience  has  been  increased  by 
the  publication  in  one  of  the  Dutch  papers  of  the  rales  and  regulations 
under  which  the  French  slave  trade  is  to  be  carried  on,  by  which  it  would 
appear  that  it  is  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  on  which  it  stood  before 
the  war,  and  likewise  by  the  measures  which  are  in  progress  for  taking 
possession  of  the  French  factories  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

As  a  considerable  interval  has  now  elapsed  since  the  death  of  Malouet, 
I  should  hope  that  you  would  be  able  to  bring  this  part  of  the  business  to 
the  termination  promised  by  the  King.    Parliament  meets  on  the  8th  of 
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November.  We  can  certainly  keep  off  there  any  discussion  on  this  and  on 
other  subjects  of  foreign  policy  till  aft«r  Christmas ;  but  even  the  partial 
arrangement  would  serve  to  put  our  friends  in  good  humour,  and  maierially, 
therefore,  assist  us. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Castlereagh  of  the  24th  ult.  He  seems  to  think 
that  Austria  and  Prussia  will  make  no  scnous  resistance  to  the  views  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  as  to  Poland. 

Bjlieve  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Liverpool. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marslial  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Loed,  Vienna,  9th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  the  plenii)otentiarie8  of 
the  eight  Powers  who  signed  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  by  that  instrument 
convoked  the  present  Congress,  have  agreed  to  a  declaration,  by  which  they 
propose  to  adjourn  its  formal  opening  to  the  Ist  of  November.  The  eight 
Powers  will  be  in  the  mean  time  employed  in  digesting  the  engagements 
to  which  they  are  mutually  bound,  and  in  forming  such  arrangements  as 
may  tend  to  shorten  and  facilitate  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth,  my  I^rd, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Cabtlbbbagb. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  9th  Oct.,  1814. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  received  from  your  Lordship,  I  addressed 
to  Prince  Talleyrand  the  official  note  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

I  thought  it  material  to  employ  our  utmost  means  to  bring  France  to 
adopt  the  measure  of  immediate  abolition  before  the  discussions  in  Congress 
were  entered  upon. 

I  have  lost  no  occasion  of  favourably  preparing  the  minds  of  the  several 
plenipotentiaries  for  the  approaching  discussions,  and  have  taken  measures 
for  supplying  them  with  the  necessary  information  to  enable  them  fully  to 
understand  the  question.  I  am  sorry,  however,  to  find  that,  as  yet,  neither 
the  Ministers  of  Spain  nor  Portugal  have  received  any  authority  from  their 
respective  Courts  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  with  the  plenipotentiaries 
assembled  here. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlereagh. 


; 
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[Enclosure.] 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Prince  de  Talleyrand, 

Vienna,  8tli  Oct.,  1814. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  British  government  that  some  expressions 
had  lately  dropped  from  His  Highness  the  Prince  de  Talleyrand,  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  the 
effect  "that  the  French  government  would  not  object  to  an  immediate 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  provided  they  were  enabled  to  justify  such  a 
sacrifice  as  that  measure  might  be  supposed  to  involve  by  some  acquisition 
procured  for  the  nation,  or  some  compensation  secured  for  their  planters :  '* 
though  nothing  which  passed  in  the  course  of  the  discussions  in  May 
lost,  at  Paris,  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade  was  in  the  smallest  degree 
calculated  to  give  countenance  to  such  an  idea,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  always  eager  to  seize  upon  every  suggestion  wliich  can 
afford  him  a  prospect  of  terminating  or  even  of  narrowing  this  great  social 
evil,  has  commanded  the  undersigned.  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affidrs,  to  invite  the  French  government  to  negotiate  for  the  abso- 
lute and  immediate  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  upon  the  following  basis, 
viz.,  "  The  cession  by  Great  Britain  in  full  sovereignty  to  Fiance  of  an  island 
in  the  West  Indies ;  or,  if  more  acceptable,  the  advance  by  Great  Britain  of  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  applied  by  His  Most  Christian  Majesty's  government  to 
the  benefit  of  the  French  colonists,  in  compensation  for  any  loss  they  might  be 
supposed  to  experience  in  consequence  of  the  trade  in  slaves  being  forthwith 
abolished,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  five  years,  as  stipulated  by  the  first  additional 
article  of  the  Peace  of  Paris." 

It  will  afford  to  His  Royal  EUghness  the  Prince  Regent  the  truest  satLs&ction 
to  make  this  further  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  British  nation  to  the  interests 
of  humanity,  and  to  the  progress  of  a  cause  wliich  he  deems  it  not  less  his  pride 
than  his  duty  to  sustain ;  and  His  Royal  Highness  will  experience  an  increased 
gratification  if  he  can  thus  enable  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  carry  into 
immediate  execution  his  0¥m  benevolent  intentions  without  making  what  His 
Majesty  might  otherwise  consider  an  undue  sacrifice  of  interest  on  the  part  of 
his  subjects. 

The  undersigned  requests  His  Highness,  &c. 

Castlebeagh. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Vienna,  9th  Oct.,  1814. 

My  public  letter  will  have  pnt  you  au  fait  of  the  state  of  parties  here.  I 
wish  I  could  send  you  a  more  satisfactory  statement.  However  unpro- 
mising,  we  must  not  despair  of  getting  it  into  some  better  form. 

I  had  a  long  interview  with  Prince  Hardenberg  this  morning.  He  has 
made  a  communication  of  his  views  this  day  to  Prince  Mettemich,  which, 
though  in  certain  points  exigcant,  may  lead  to  an  understanding  and  concert. 
The  Austrian  Minister  will  have  much  to  retrench. 

I  afterwards  paid  Prince  Talleyrand  a  visit.  I  had  a  long  interview  with 
him,  in  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  representing  to  him  without  reserve  the 
errors  into  which  he  appeared  to  me  to  have  fallen,  since  his  arrival  here^  in. 
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conducting  the  views  of  his  Court,  if  they  had  been  correctly  understood  by 
me  at  Paris,  when  I  was  permitted  to  confer  upon  them  with  His  Highness 
and  the  King  of  France. 

That  I  could  not  disguise  from  him  that  the  general  impression  resulting: 
from  his  demeanour  had  been  to  excite  distrust  and  alarm  with  respect  to 
the  views  of  France  ;  and  that  the  effect  of  this  had  been  to  deprive  him  of 
his  just  and  natural  influence  for  the  puriioscs  of  moderating  excessive  pre- 
tensions, whilst  it  unitctl  all  to  preserve  the  general  system  ;  that  instead  of 
presenting  himself  here  as  disjjosed  to  cavil,  to  traverse,  and  to  create  a  dis- 
contented party  in  Germany,  he  ouglit  to  have  come  to  carry  his  own 
avowed  object  (which  I  understood  he  had  limited  to  Naples),  and  to  mo- 
derate excessive  pretensions  from  whatever  quarter,  but  with  a  disposition 
to  supiwrt  the  councils  of  the  confederacy  against  anarchy  and  jxjtty 
intrigue. 

That  it  was  not  for  the  Bourbons,  who  had  been  restored  by  the  Allies,  to 
assume  the  tone  of  reprobating  or  throwing  odium  ujx)n  the  arrangements 
which  had  kept  the  confederacy  together.  That  it  was  impossible  to  sup- 
pose that  in  conducting  so  great  and  complicated  a  cause  to  a  successful 
issue,  concessions  to  interested  views  were  not  at  moments  wise  and 
requisite.  Tliat  France  having  been  delivered  by  this  combination,  and  the 
legitimate  family  restored,  hoih  ought  to  regard  the  means  which  had  been 
applied  to  this  end  in  the  spirit  of  favour  and  indulgence,  and  not  endea- 
vour to  thwart  it  upon  general  reasoning,  without  any  due  consideration  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  moment. 

That  in  estimating  his  means  of  usefully  moderating  the  arrangements 
in  progress,  it  was  a  gratuitous  sacrifice  of  influence  to  be  opposing  at  once 
the  favourite  objects  of  all  the  respective  Powere,  instead  of  suffering  the 
general  sentiment  to  eficct  its  first  object,  of  modifying  as  far  as  possible 
the  extravagant  pretensions  of  Russia  on  the  side  of  Poland ;  in  the  event  of 
succeeding  in  which  it  would  have  been  then  oixjn  for  him,  without  com- 
plication and  counteraction,  to  try  either  to  moderate  the  demands  of  Prussia 
U[)on  Saxony,  or  to  urge  the  union  of  all  the  powers  in  support  of  the  Sici- 
lian family.  But  that  as  His  Highness  had  conducted  it,  he  had  sacrificed 
all  useful  influence,  and  united  all  against  himself. 

I  pressed  upon  his  attention  that,  more  espt"cially  with  respect  to  success 
on  the  NeaiX)litAn  point,  conciliation  was  his  duty.  That  so  far  from 
wishing  to  bring  it  into  early  decision,  and  u]X)n  a  collateral  point,  his 
object  should  be  (so  long,  at  least,  as  the  nature  of  the  proceeiling  did  not 
involve  any  concession  of  principle  in  favour  of  Murat)  to  keep  it  out  of  the 
way  till  the  Great  Powers,  assured  of  their  own  objects,  felt  themselves  at 
liberty  to  take  up  such  a  question  as  this. 

Prince  Talleyrand  received  with  perfect  good  humour  my  remonstrances 
except  so  far  as  to  justify  his  past  intentions  ;  but  he  did  not  combat  my 
statement  with  respect  to  the  future.  On  the  contrary,  he  indicated  a  dis- 
position to  take  the  questions  in  the  order  I  had  stated,  and  seemed  to 
admit  that  for  any  useful  purix)8e  -the  resistance  ought  not  to  be  pushed 
beyond  what  certain  of  the  Allied  Powers  could  support. 

I  cannot  answer  for  this  explanation  with  the  Prince  de  Talleyrand  being 
a  protection  against  the  revival  of  inconvenient  and  fruitless  controversy ; 
but  I  think  it  has  given  him  more  precise  notions  of  the  mode  in  which  he 
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may  render  service,  if  ho  be  so  disposed.  The  course  His  Highness  adopted 
at  the  instant,  and  the  impression  produced,  left  me  no  alternative  but  to 
uphold  decisively  the  authority  of  the  Alliance,  which  had  advanced  us  to 
our  present  position.  Wliilst  this  conduct  was  tempered  with  every  endea- 
vour to  conciliate  France,  it  may,  I  trust,  induce  Prince  Talleyrand  to 
direct  his  exertions  rather  to  modify  our  course  than  to  speculate  either 
upon  disuniting  or  overpowering  us,  if  such  can  have  been  his  object,  which 
I  hardly  believe  to  have  been  the  case. 

I  left  him  in  a  temper  apparently  to  be  of  use ;  but  I  have  lived  now 
long  enough  with  my  foreign  colleagues  not  to  rely  very  implicitly  upon 
any  appearances. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  most  sincerely  yours, 

Castleseaoh, 


To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  r  795.  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  raris,  10th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  which  I  have  written  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  despatched  this  day.  My  despatches  of  this 
date  contain  the  answers  to  yours  of  the  5th. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 

To  Lord  Viscount  CustUreagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Pans.  Sth  Oct.,  1814. 

I  went  to  M.  Blacas  yesterday  morning  respecting  the 
Hamburgh  claims  which  he  promised  me  to  bring  before  the 
King,  and  the  conversation  then  turned  upon  the  Congress  at 
Vienna,  from  whence  he  told  me  he  had  received  letters.  He  said 
that  he  found  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia 
were  closely  united,  and  determined  to  carry  all  their  objects 
both  in  Poland  and  Saxony,  and  he  manifested  more  warmth 
upon  the  latter  point  than  I  had  yet  seen  him  betray  on  any 
subject  After  discussing  it  with  him  for  some  time,  and 
pointing  out  how  the  disposal  of  Saxony  was  necessarily  in- 
fluenced by  the  Emperor's  arrangements  in  Poland,  and  that 
as  Saxony  had  for  the  last  thirty  years  been  in  the  Prussian 
system,  the  arrangement  for  that  kingdom  was  not  so  very 
contrary  to  good  policy  as  he  supposed,  he  exclaimed  that  he 
was  certain   the   King   would  never  sign   the   treaty  giving 
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Saxony  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  he  went  into  a  long  rea- 
soning to  show  that  that  was  the  only  point  by  which  either 
Great  Britain  or  France  could  exercise  any  influence  in  the 
North  of  Europe. 

He  seemed  to  imagine  that  we  had  engagements  with  Austria 
which  ought  to  induce  us  to  oppose  both  the  arrangements  in 
Poland  and  the  disposal  of  Saxony ;  and,  upon  the  whole  of 
his  conversation,  I  was  induced  to  be  of  opinion  that  this  Court 
would  not  be  indisposed  to  go  to  war  for  Saxony,  if  it  were 
certain  either  that  we  would  take  part  with  them,  or  would  not 
take  part  against  them. 

I  suggested  to  him  the  dangers  of  war  to  the  Bourbon 
family ;  but  he  replied,  that  if  we  were  not  against  them,  there 
was  no  danger,  and  that,  in  some  cases,  to  remain  at  peace  was 
more  dangerous  even  than  the  most  unsuccessful  war. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this  intelligence.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  the  internal  state  of  France  must  give  the 
King  most  uneasiness ;  but  this  very  state  may  drive  him  to 
war,  if  he  has  a  prospect  of  carrying  it  on  successfully,  and  that 
the  war  will  not  be  protracted  to  any  great  length  of  time. 

Ever,  &c., 

Wellington. 

II. 

To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 
My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  lOth  Oct.,  1814. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  see  Blacas  since  I  wrote  to  you  on 
the  8th,  and  I  have  heard  no  more  of  the  warlike  notions  which 
he  appeared  to  entertain.  I  must  also  mention  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  the  adoption  of  any  measures  to  put  the 
army  on  a  better  footing.  The  desertion  is  immense,  and  the 
recruiting  very  slow  indeed.    There  is  nothing  new. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  796. 1  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Pans,  lOth  Oct.,  1814. 

In  consequence  of  directions  from  the  Earl  Bathurst  of  the 
4th  inst  and  from  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  of  the  5th  to  make 
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a  fresh  effort  to  induce  the  King  to  adopt  measures  imme- 
diately to  prevent  the  trade  in  slaves  on  the  north  coast  of  the 
continent  of  Africa,  suggested  in  the  note  which  I  gave  to 
M.  de  Talleyrand  on  the  26th  of  August,  the  former  enclosing 
the  copy  of  a  Report  made  by  Governor  Maxwell  on  his  arrival 
in  England,  stating  the  evils  which  had  already  occurred  on  the 
coast  in  consequence  of  the  expectation  of  the  revival  of  that 
traffic,  I  immediately  waited  upon  M.  de  Blacas,  and  requested 
him  to  lay  that  Report  before  the  £ing,  and  to  point  out  to  His 
Majesty  the  evil  consequences  which  must  result  from  any 
furtiier  delay  in  the  adoption  of  the  measures  to  prevent  the 
traffic  in  slaves  on  that  coast,  the  principle  of  which  had  been 
already  agreed  to,  and  their  early  execution  promised. 

M.  de  Blacas  promised  me  to  lay  the  paper  before  the  King, 
and  to  inform  His  Majesty  what  I  had  said. 

I  could  not  see  M.  de  Jaucourt  till  this  day,  and  I  urged 
him,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  let  me  have  a  decided 
answer  upon  this  subject.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report,  how- 
ever, that  the  matter  rests  exactly  where  it  did  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Marine ;  and  although  M.  de  Jaucourt  promised 
me  that  he  would  make  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  obtain  a 
Report  from  that  Department,  it  is  impossible  for  me,  after  the 
discussion  that  I  have  had  with  M.  de  Jaucourt,  to  feel  sanguine 
that  I  shall  have  the  decision  of  the  government  as  soon  as  I 
wish. 

It  appears  that  government  have  been  a  good  deal  pressed 
in  both  the  Houses  of  the  Legislature  lately,  in  the  House  of 
Peers  only  yesterday,  to  adopt  some  decisive  measures  regard- 
ing St.  Domingo,  on  the  principles  recommended  in  the  Report 
made  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  by  General  Desfermeaux, 
which  they  successfully  resisted ;  and  although  M.  de  Jaucourt 
declared  that  the  measures  which  I  had  recommended  had  not 
been  adopted  because  the  Reports  upon  them  had  not  yet  been 
received  from  the  Marine  Department,  he  admitted  that  govern- 
ment were  desirous  to  avoid,  if  possible,  making  any  public 
declaration  on  the  principle  of  those  measures  till  the  warmth 
which  prevailed  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  colonies,  and 
particularly  on  this  one  of  the  slave  trade,  should  in  some  degree 
have  subsided.  He  said,  in  reply  to  my  observations,  that  the 
principle  of  what  we  asked  was  promised  in  M.  de  Talleyrand's 
notes  and  letters,  and  various  conversations  with  that  minist&r^ 
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and  even  with  His  Majesty ;  that  these  promises  were  of  the 
nature  of  secret  engagements ;  and  that  it  was  natural  enough  that 
the  King  should  wish  to  proceed  in  a  different  manner  in  carrying 
such  engagements  into  execution,  particularly  as  the  subject  was 
considered  with  so  much  interest  in  France,  from  that  in  which 
he  should  proceed  in  carrying  into  execution  the  articles  of  a 
public  treaty. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation  M.  de  Jaucourt  again 
dropped  some  expressions  which  induced  me  to  think  that  the 
question  of  the  total  and  immediate  abolition  is  still  open,  and 
liable  to  be  decided  by  the  result  of  discussions  at  Vienna  on 
other  subjects. 

Your  Lordship  may  rely  upon  it  that  I  will  not  lose  any 
opportunity  which  may  offer  of  urging  the  King's  Ministers  to 
bring  this  business  to  a  conclusion. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Tfie  Rifjht  Hon,  Sir  Jlenry  Wellesley  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  (f 

Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Abthub,  Madrid,  11th  Oct.,  1814. 

M.  de  Tatischeflf  is  intriguing  here,  and,  I  suspect,  without  any  instruc- 
tions from  his  Court.  Perhaps  you  may  be  able  to  find  out  what  his  object 
is  in  sending  his  secretary  to  Paris.  You  will  find  in  my  despatches  and 
in  my  private  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  all  that  I  know  upon  the  subject. 

I  know  not  whether  you  will  be  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
affording  pecuniary  aid  to  this  government.  I  cannot  get  the  return  from 
Bordeaux  of  the  amount  of  provisions  furnished  to  the  Spanish  armies,  and 
I  know  not  what  is  due  to  the  Spanish  government  on  account  of  tho 
subsidy.  I  have  advanced  them  nearly  a  million  of  dollars,  but  daro  not 
advance  more  until  I  am  furnished  with  this  account.  Can  you  give  mo 
any  idea  of  the  expense  of  the  provisions  ? 

You  will  see  by  Alava's  letter  what  has  happened  to  him.  There  never 
was  a  more  infamous  proceeding.  I  have  spoken  to  the  King  about  him, 
and  I  think  if  you  were  to  write  to  the  King,  merely  requesting  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  him,  it  would  have  a  good  effect.  I  am  so  dis- 
gusted at  this  and  at  the  general  conduct  of  the  government  that  I  am 
most  anxious  to  leave  this  place.     I  enclose  a  statement  of  Alava's  case. 

Ever,  my  dear  Arthur,  most  affectionately  yours, 

H.  Wellesley. 

My  courier  will,  I  should  think,  be  at  Paris  long  before  Tatischeff's 
secretary. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Emperor  of  aU  the  Hussias, 

SiBE,  Vienna,  12th  Oct.,  1814. 

In  obedience  to  your  Imperial  Majesty's  commands,  I  have  deeply  and 
attentively  reflected  on  the  arrangements  with  respect  to  Poland  which  your 
Imperial  Majesty  so  graciously  condescended  to  open  to  me. 

That  the  result  of  such  reflections  may  be  weighed  by  your  Imperial 
Majesty  with  more  precision  than  if  submitted  in  a  personal  interview,  I 
have  presumed  to  throw  the  reasoning  on  which  they  rest  into  the  form  of 
an  unofficial  memorandum. 

I  have  preferred  this  course  as  enabling  me  to  state  the  question  to  your 
Imperial  Majesty  with  the  less  reserve,  and  as  the  world  will  feel  and 
reason  upon  it,  convinced  that  the  candour  with  which  your  Imperial 
Majesty  always  desires  to  hear  the  truth  and  to  examine  it,  will  render  it 
not  less  acceptable  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  in  this  form  than  if  it  were 
reduced  within  those  bounds  which  my  individual  respect  and  confldence 
in  your  Imperial  Majesty's  intentions  might  have  assigned  to  it.  I  should 
wish  to  ofifer  my  sentiments  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  upon  the  present 
occasion  as  little  as  possible  in  an  official  character ;  I  should  desire  to  be 
allowed  to  speak  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  as  an  individual  whom  circum- 
stances had  associated  in  an  humble  sphere  to  the  great  work  which  your 
Imperial  Majesty  has  now  prominently  conducted  to  the  eve  of  its  com- 
pletion. Having  attended  your  Imperial  Majesty's  head- quarters,  and 
followed  your  footsteps  throughout  many  of  the  difficulties  and  uncertain- 
ties of  the  contest,  I  must  be  permitted  to  feel  more  than  an  ordinary  share 
of  personal  solicitude  that  the  close  may  correspond  with  the  character  of 
the  undertaking,  and  that  your  Imperial  Majesty  may  by  your  influence 
and  by  your  example  inspire  the  councils  of  Europe  at  the  present  con- 
juncture with  that  spirit  of  forbearance,  moderation,  and  generosity  which 
can  alone  secure  to  Europe  the  repose  for  which  your  Imperial  Majesty 
has  contended,  and  to  your  Majesty's  name  the  glory  that  should 
surround  it. 

i  cannot,  however,  so  far  abstract  myself  from  the  public  situation  in 
which  I  am  placed  that  it  should  not  occur  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  that 
it  is  the  Prince  Regent's  Minister  that  addresses  you. 

In  this  view  permit  me.  Sire,  to  recall  to  your  attention  that,  except  so 
far  as  British  interests  may  be  affected  through  interests  of  Europe,  Great 
Britdn  is  the  last  Power  whose  separate  interests  could  be  endangered  by 
any  determination  of  your  Imperial  Majesty  on  the  side  of  Poland ;  and 
that  if  I  feel  and  argue  strongly  upon  this  question,  I  may  be  mistaken  in 
the  judgment  I  form,  but  upon  no  European  question  can  I  venture  to 
claim,  as  the  organ  of  the  British  government,  to  be  considered  as  a  more 
impartial  authority  by  your  Imperial  Majesty  than  upon  the  present. 

I  must  also  entreat.  Sire,  if  you  find  me  opposed  in  a  certain  extent  to 
your  Imperial  Majesty's  pretensions  on  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  that  you 
will  not  therefore  consider  me  indisposed  to  witness,  even  with  satisfaction, 
your  Imperial  Majesty  receive  a  liberal  and  important  aggrandizement  on 
your  Polish  frontier.  It  is  to  the  degree  and  the  mode  to  which  I  alone 
object.    Your  Imperial  Majesty  may  receive  an  ample  pledge  of  EuroQewx 
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gratitude  without  imposing  upon  your  Allies  and  neighbours  an  arrange- 
.  ment  inconsistent  with  the  relations  of  independent  States  to  each  other. 

I  might  also  appeal  to  past  experience,  were  it  necessary,  to  relieve 
myself  and  my  government  from  any  suspicion  of  a  policy  adverse  to  the 
views  and  interests  of  Russia.  Your  Imperial  Majesty  will  recollect  that 
we  are  only  now  emerging  from  a  long  course  of  painful  policy  with  respect 
to  Norway,  undertaken  at  your  Imperial  Majesty *s  instance  in  order  to 
secure  to  you  the  support  of  Sweden  throughout  the  war,  and  to  con- 
solidate your  possession  of  Finland,  by  obtaining  for  that  Power  an 
adequate  indemnity  in  another  direction.  To  this  object  our  resources 
throughout  the  contest,  and  our  conquests  from  Denmark,  were  steadily 
directed  and  successfully  applied,  under  circumstances  not  a  little  arduous 
in  such  a  government  as  ours. 

Your  Imperial  Majesty  will  trace  the  same  friendly  spirit  in  the  aid 
lately  afforded  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers  at  the  Porte  to  the  conclusion  of 
a  peace  with  the  Turks,  which  involved  in  it  a  large  accession  of  territory 
to  your  empire. 

I  may  refer  to  a  still  more  recent  instance  on  the  side  of  Persia,  which 
your  Imperial  Majesty  has  condescended  more  than  once  to  acknowledge, 
where  a  peace  has  been  signed  securing  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  important 
and  extensive  acquisitions  in  consequence  of  the  active  intervention  of  the 
King's  Ambassador  acting  under  express  instructions  from  home. 

If  I  have  referred  to  these  transactions,  it  is  only  from  an  anxiety  that 
your  Imperial  Majesty  may  not  misinterpret  my  motives.  If  I  now  find 
myself  compelled  in  this,  the  fourth  instance  of  Russian  aggrandizement 
within  a  few  years,  by  a  sense  of  public  duty  to  Europe,  and  especially  to 
your  Imperial  Majesty,  to  press  for  a  modification,  not  for  an  abandonment, 
of  your  Imperial  Majesty's  pretensions  to  extend  your  empire  farther  to 
the  westward,  I  persuade  myself  that  I  may  do  so  without  being  con- 
sidered by  your  Imperial  Majesty  as  influenced  by  any  other  sentiments 
than  those  which  it  becomes  me  to  entertain  as  the  Minister  of  an  Allied 
Power.  I  might  perhaps  venture  to  claim  some  credit  with  your  Imperial 
Majesty,  if  not  influence,  on  the  part  of  my  master  the  Prince  Regent, 
from  the  spirit  in  which  His  Royal  Highness  has  acted  on  other  occasions. 

Your  Imperial  Majesty  cannot  doubt  how  deeply  the  future  fate  and 
interests  of  Europe  are  likely  to  be  influenced  by  the  issue  of  the  present 
Congress;  how  entirely  the  character  of  the  great  transactions  in  which 
the  States  of  Europe  have  been  engaged,  and  the  fame  of  the  principal 
actors  in  them,  will  depend  upon  the  mode  and  temper  in  which  it  shall  at 
last  be  wound  up ;  how  secondary  in  your  Imperial  Majesty's  enlightened 
mind,  and  in  the  scale  of  such  an  empire  as  that  over  which  Providence 
has  called  your  Imperial  Majesty  to  reign,  can  a  million  of  population,  more 
or  less,  be,  com{>ared  to  the  glory  and  to  the  service  rendered  to  your  own 
people,  as  well  as  to  mankind,  by  setting  to  Europe  an  example  of  gene- 
rosity and  moderation  in  the  regulation  of  what  immediately  concerns  your 
own  dominions. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  Sire,  my  solemn  conviction  that  it  depends 
exclusively  upon  the  temper  in  which  your  Imperial  Majesty  shall  meet 
the  questions  which  more  imtnediately  concern  your  own  empire,  whether 
the  present  Congress  shall  prove  a  blessing  to  mankind,  or  only  exhibit  a 
scene  of  discordant  intrigue,  and  a  lawless  scramble  for  power. 
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The  station  your  Imperial  Majesty  occupies  in  Europe  at  this  day 
enables  you  to  do  anything  and  everything  for  the  general  happiness,  if 
you  found  your  intervention  upon  just  principles  that  Europe  will  bow  to. 

If  your  Imperial  Majesty  should  leave  public  opinion  behind  you,  what 
may  be  your  power  I  know  not  at  the  present  moment,  and  on  this  I  trust 
your  Imperial  Majesty  will  not  rely ;  but  in  such  a  calamitous  calculation 
I  should  despair  of  witnessing  any  just  and  stable  order  of  things  in 
Europe,  and  I  should  have  the  mortification  of  seeing  your  Imperial 
Majesty  for  the  first  time  regarded,  even  by  those  whom  you  have 
delivered,  as  an  object  of  alarm  instead  of  confidence. 

This,  Sire,  must  not,  and  I  feel  convinced  cannot  be ;  and  your  Imperial 
Majesty,  with  your  accustomed  indulgence,  must  permit  me  to  conjure 
you,  in  the  freedom  to  which  you  have  condescended  to  admit  me,  to  rise 
superior  to  all  minor  considerations,  and  to  give  to  Europe  that  peace 
which  they  expect  at  your  hands. 

I  should  press  these  considerations  with  the  more  reluctance,  if  I  did  not 
feel  persuaded  that  there  is  a  course  open  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  to 
pursue,  which  will  combine  your  beneficent  intentions  towards  your  Polish 
subjects  with  what  your  Allies  and  Europe,  Sire,  claim  at  your  hands. 
They  desire  not  to  see  the  Poles  humiliated,  or  deprived  of  a  mild,  con- 
ciliatory, and  congenial  system  of  administration.  They  desire,  not  that 
your  Imperial  Majesty  should  enter  into  any  engagements  restrictive  of 
your  sovereign  authority  over  your  own  provinces ;  they  only  wish  you. 
Sire,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  to  ameliorate  gradually  the  frame  of  your  Polish 
administration,  and  to  avoid,  if  you  are  not  prepared  for  the  complete 
reunion  and  independence  of  Poland,  that  species  of  measure  which,  under 
a  title  of  higher  import,  may  create  alarm  both  in  Eussia  and  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  and  which,  however  it  may  gratify  the  ambition  of  a  few 
individuals  of  great  family  in  Poland,  may,  in  fact,  bring  less  of  real  liberty 
and  happiness  to  the  people  than  a  more  measured  and  unostentatious 
change  in  the  system  of  their  administration.  I  shall  beg  permission  to 
reserve  the  development  of  my  ideas  on  this  subject  till  your  Imperial 
Majesty  has  looked  at  the  general  principle. 

I  am  confident  it  may  be  so  arranged  as  to  meet  your  Imperial  Majesty's 
views,  to  satisfy  the  Poles,  and  to  conciliate  to  the  attempt  both  the 
favour  of  foreign  Powers  and  your  Majesty's  Russian  subjects. 

If  the  political  branch  of  the  question  can  be  thus  settled,  it  will  only 
remain  for  your  Imperial  Majesty  to  arrange  your  frontier  with  your  Allies 
in  such  a  manner  as  may  satisfy  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  words  of  your 
Treaty  of  the  27th  of  June,  1813,  with  Austria  and  Prussia. 

This  may  be  done,  leaving  your  Imperial  Majesty  still  in  possession  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  whilst  your  Allies  will  obtain 
that  species  of  frontier  which  no  independent  Power  can  forego  either 
with  dignity  or  with  safety. 

I  entreat  your  Imperial  Majesty's  gracious  forgiveness  for  the  liberty  I 
have  thus  presumed  to  take  in  occupying  so  much  of  your  Imperial 
Majesty's  attention,  and  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  subscribe  myself. 

With  the  utmost  deference  and  the  most  profound  respect,  &c., 

Castlebeaoh* 
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[Enclosure.] 

MEMORANDUM   ON  THE   POLISH   QUESTION. 
Endorsed  "  First  Memorandum.** 

When,  by  the  defeats  of  the  French  army,  and  their  expulsion  from 
Hussia,  an  opening  had  been  made  for  Prussia  to  join  the  general  cause  of 
Europe,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia  united  themselves 
for  that  cause  by  the  Treaty  of  Kalisch,  on  the  28th  February,  1813. 

As  this  treaty  was  of  the  greatest  imiwrtance,  the  character  of  it  was 
peculiarly  marked,  by  its  laying  down  with  uncommon  force  and  detail, 
in  its  preamble,  the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded,  and  which  were 
to  be  the  rule  for  the  future  conduct  of  the  two  Powers. 

It  runs  as  follows : 

"  La  destruction  totale  des  forces  ennemies  qui  avaient  p^n^tr^  dans  Ic 
cceur  de  la  Russie  a  prdjiar^  la  grande  ^poque  de  Tinde'pendance  de  tons  les 
Etats  qui  voudraient  la  saisir  pour  s^affranchir  du  joug  que  la  France  a  fait 
peser  sur  eux  depuis  tant  d'anu6es. 

**  En  conduisant  les  troupes  victorieuses  hors  de  ses  fronti^res,  le  premier 
sentiment  de  Sa  Majesty  I'Empercur  de  toutes  les  Russies  fut  oelui  de 
rallier  &  la  belle  cause  que  la  Providence  a  si  visiblement  prot^g^  ses 
anciens  et  plus  chers  Allies  afin  d*accomplir  avec  eux  les  destinies  aux- 
quellcs  tiennent  et  le  repos  et  le  bonheur  des  pcuples  ^puis^  par  tant  de 
commotions  et  tant  de  sacrifices. 

**  Le  tems  arrivera  ou  les  trait^s  ne  seront  plus  des  treves  ;  ou  ils  pour- 
ront  de  nouveau  6tre  observes  avec  cette  foi  reHgieuse^  cetto  inviolability 
sacr^,  auxquellcs  tiennent  la  consideration,  la  force,  et  la  conservation  des 
Empires. 

"  C'est  dans  ces  circonstances  solennelles  et  d6cisives  qu'un  mouvement 
spontan^  a  rapproch^  Sa  Majesty  de  toutes  les  Russies  et  Sa  Majesty  le 
Roi  de  Prusse.  Tons  deux  ^galement  guides  par  le  g^n^reux  motif  de  la 
ddlivrance  de  I'Europe  ont  commence  pour  proc^der  k  cette  oeuvre  salu- 
taire  par  resserrer  les  liens  de  leur  ancienne  alliance,  par  r^tablir  dans  le 
sens  le  plus  ^tendu  leur  premiere  intimitd,  et  voulant  fixer  la  base  de  leurs 
engagemens  rt^ciproques  par  un  traits  de  paix  et  d'amiti^,  d'alliance  offen- 
sive et  defensive,  ils  ont  nomm^,"  &c. 

Such  is  the  preamble  to  the  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive, 
against  France  entered  into  by  these  Powers,  to  which  are  annexed  two 
separate  and  secret  articles. 

The  first  engages  that  Prussia  "  sera  reconstruite  dans  les  proportions 
statistiques,  g^ographiques,  et  financieres  conforme  a  ce  qu'clle  ^tait  avant 
la  guerre  de  1806.  Pour  cet  eflfet  S3I.  TEmpereur  de  toutes  les  Russies 
promet  de  la  manifere  la  plus  solcnnelle  d'appliquer  aux  Equivalents  que 
les  circonstances  i)ourraient  exiger  pour  Tint^ret  mfirae  des  deux  Etats,  et  a 
Tagrandissemcnt  de  la  Prusse,  toutes  les  acquisitions  qui  jx)urraient  €tre 
fait€S  par  les  armEcs  et  les  ndgociations  dans  la  partie  soptentrionale  de 
TAllemagne,  a  Tcxception  des  anciennes  possessions  de  la  maison  d'Hanovre. 
Dans  tons  les  arrangemens  il  sera  conservd  entre  les  diffErentes  provinces 
qui  doivent  rentrer  sous  la  domination  Prussienne  Vensemhle  et  rarrondisse- 
ment  necessaires  pour  constituer  un  corps  d^Etat  independantJ* 
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Art.  2. — "  Pourdonner  a  Tarticle  pr^c^dent  une  precision  conforme  a  la 
parfaite  intelligence  qui  existc  entre  les  deux  hautes  parties  contractantes, 
S.M.  TEmpereur  de  toutes  Ics  Bussies  garantit  a  S.M.  le  Roi  de  Prusse,  avec 
Res  possessions  actuelles,  plus  particulierement  la  vieille  Prusse,  a  laquelle 
il  sera  joint  un  territoire  qui  sous  tons  les  rapports  tant  militaires  que 
geographiques  lie  cette  province  k  la  Sil^sie." 

Ou  the  27th  of  June  following,  in  order  to  confirm  the  dispositions  of 
Austria  to  join  the  common  cause,  and  to  assure  to  her  adequate  indem- 
nities for  her  co-operation  in  case  of  her  mediation  with  France  failing, 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia  entered  into  a  solemn  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 

llie  conditions  of  this  treaty  were  as  follows  : 

The  1st.  **  La  dissolution  du  Duch^  de  Varsovie,  et  de  partager  les  pro- 
vinces qui  le  forment  entre  VAutrichey  la  Prusse,  et  la  Russie  d'apr^s  des 
arrangemens  k  prendre  par  ces  trois  Puissances,  sans  aucune  intervention 
du  gouvemement  Fran9ais." 

The  2nd  is,  "  L'agrandissement  de  la  Prusse  ensuite  de  ce  partage,  et  par 
la  cession  de  la  ville  et  du  territoire  de  Danzig.  LVvacuation  de  toutes 
les  forteresses  dans  les  Etats  Prussiens  et  dans  le  Duch^  de  Varsovie  qui 
aujourd'hui  se  trouvent  encore  occupees  par  les  troupes  Fran^aises." 

TTie  3rd  is,  "  La /estitution  des  Provinces  Illyriennes  a  TAutriche." 

In  furtherance  of  this  treaty,  the  Courts  of  Austria  and  Prussia  entered 
into  a  separate  treaty  of  alliance  for  the  protection  of  their  mutual  interests 
on  the  9th  September,  1813,  by  the  third  stipulation  of  the  first  secret 
article  whereof  they  bind  themselves  to  procure  "  un  arrangement  a  Vamu 
able  entre  Us  trois  Conrs  d'Autriche,  et  de  Prusse,  et  de  Russie  sur  le  sort 
futur  du  Duch^  de  Varsovie." 

Such  being  the  engagements  with  respect  to  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  under 
solemn  treaties,  it  is  nevertheless  understood  that  His  Imperial  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  considers  himself  entitled  to  dispose  of  the  whole 
Duchy  of  Warsaw,  with  all  its  fortresses,  on  the  ground  that  his  troops 
first  occupied  the  Duchy.  That  however,  as  matter  of  gmce  and  favour, 
he  means  to  assign  to  Prussia  the  city  and  territory  of  Dantzic,  and  a  dis- 
trict necessary  for  connecting  ancient  Prussia  with  the  other  Prussian  terri- 
tories ;  and  it  is  further  understood  that  it  is  in  the  intention  of  His  Impe- 
rial Majesty  to  connect  the  residue  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  with  the 
Russian  provinces  which  were  allotted  to  Russia  by  the  former  divisions 
of  Poland,  and  to  erect  them  into  a  separate  monarchy,  to  be  governed  by 
His  Imperial  Majesty,  as  King  of  Poland,  under  such  arrangements  as  may 
be  judged  suitable  for  reviving  the  kingdom  of  Poland  under  the  Russian 
dynasty ;  and  this  measure  is  alleged  to  be  necessary  on  the  principles 
of  moral  duty,  in  order  to  produce  a  due  improvement  in  the  government 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  Polish  subjects,  and  of  the  people  of  the  Duchy 
of  Warsaw,  who  are  at  present  subject  to  him,  by  His  Imperial  Majesty's 
occupation  of  the  Duchy. 

The  contemplation  of  this  measure  has  necessarily  created  great  alarm 
and  consternation  in  the  Courts  of  Austria  and  Prussia,  and  diffused  a 
general  apprehension  throughout  the  European  states. 

The  forced  annexation  of  nearly  the  entire  of  so  important  and  populous 
a  territory  as  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  containing  above  4,000,000  of  people. 
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TipoQ  a  priDciple  of  conquest,  to  the  empire  of  Russia,  so  largely  increased 
of  late  by  her  conquest  of  Finland,  by  her  acquisitions  in  Moldavia,  and 
by  her  recent  extension  on  the  side  of  Persia ;  her  advance  from  the  Nie- 
men  into  the  very  heart  of  Germany  ;  her  possession  of  all  the  fortresses 
of  the  Duchy,  and  thereby  totally  exposing  to  her  attack  the  capitals  of 
Austria  and  Prussia,  without  any  line  of  defence  or  frontier ;  the  invitation 
to  the  Poles  to  rally  round  the  Emperor  of  Russia's  standard  for  the  reno- 
vation of  their  kingdom ;  the  giving  new  hopes  and  animation,  and  the 
opening  new  scenes  for  the  activity  and  cabals  of  that  light  and  restless 
people ;  the  prospect  of  renewing  those  tumultuary  contests  in  which  the 
Poles  so  long  embroiled  both  themselves  and  their  neighbours ;  the  dread 
that  this  measure  inspires  of  laying  fresh  materials  for  a  new  and  early 
war ;  the  extinction  it  produces  of  any  reasonable  hope  of  present  tran- 
quillity, confidence,  and  peace :  all  these  and  many  more  considerations 
present  themselves  to  the  general  view,  and  justify  the  alarms  that  pervade 
Europe. 

While  there  is  an  universal  feeling  to  acknowledge  and  to  do  justice  to 
the  eminent  virtues  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  to  the  immense  benefits 
which  his  perseverance  and  exertions  have  achieved  for  the  general  cause, 
the  public  mind  is  at  a  loss  to  conceive  upon  what  groimd  this  formidable 
measure  is  adopted  or  justified. 

It  is  strongly  alleged  that  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  engagements 
made  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  with  his  allies  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and 
King  of  Prussia  when  they  were  engaged  by  Russia  as  confederates  in  the 
war. 

It  is  argued  irresistibly,  from  the  treaties  above  stated,  that  the  measure 
is  not  only  against  the  tenor,  but  even  more  against  the  spirit,  of  these 
treaties.  Can  it  be  supposed,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
and  King  of  Prussia,  when  they  stipulated  '*  la  dissolution  du  Duch^  de 
Varsovie,  et  de  partager  les  provinces  qui  le  forment  entre  VAuti^iche,  la 
Prusse,  et  la  Russie,  d'apr^  des  arrangemens  a  prendre  par  oes  trois  Puis- 
sances sans  aucune  intervention  da  gouvemement  Fran9ais,*'  intended  to 
stipulate  to  cede  nearly  the  whole  Duchy,  which  they  had  thus  engaged  to 
divide,  for  the  mere  aggrandisement  of  Russia  alone,  to  the  entire  destruc- 
tion of  their  own  frontier,  exposing  thereby  the  capitals  of  their  resijective 
dominions  naked  and  defenceless?  As  little  can  it  be  maintained  that  the 
treaty  contemplated  the  distribution  of  the  Duchy  between  Russia  and 
Prussia  alone,  to  the  exclusion  of  Austria.  The  reverse  is  expressed  on  the 
face  of  the  treaty ;  and  Prussia,  in  the  subsequent  treaty,  signed  in  Sep- 
tember, with  Austria,  pledges  herself  to  see  "  Varrangement  a  VamiMe 
entre  les  trois  Cours "  carried  into  effect.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  when 
Austria  and  Prussia  stipulated /or  tJie  dissolution  of  the  Duchy  <f  Warsaw^ 
they  would  have  agreed  to  the  more  dangerous  revival  of  it  in  a 
Polish  kingdom  under  the  Crown  of  Russia,  an  arrangement  tenfold  more 
menacing  and  alarming  to  their  respective  states?  If  the  words  of  the 
treaty  were  as  ambiguous  as  they  are  plain  and  conclusive,  no  person  could 
possibly  give  such  a  construction  to  them  as  that  these  two  Powers,  who 
were  then  making  engagements  for  the  delivery  of  Europe,  were  induced 
to  embrace  that  cause  by  covenanting  their  own  disgrace,  and  military 
exposure  to  a  powerful  neighbour. 
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When,  therefore,  it  is  felt  that  the  measure  is  contrary  to  the  treaties 
made,  the  subject  assumes  an  aspect  still  more  serious.  His  Imperial 
Majesty  must,  upon  a  review  of  these  facts,  be  sensible  that  the  policy 
which  it  has  occurred  to  him  to  pursue  is  against  the  faith  of  his  most 
solemn  engagements,  more  especially  as  the  system  held  out  by  His  Impe- 
rial Majesty  to  induce  Prussia,  and  afterwards  Austria,  to  join  the  cause  of 
Europe  was,  that  the  time  was  arrived  when  "  Ics  trait^s  ne  seront  plus 
des  troves,  oh  ils  pourront  de  nouveau  6tre  observds  avec  cette  foi  religieuse, 
cctte  inviolability  sacr^e,  auxquelles  tieiment  la  consideration,  la  force,  et  la 
conservation  des  Empires."  It  is,  however,  trusted  that  when  His  Im{)e- 
rial  Majesty  more  maturely  and  seriously  examines  his  engagements,  both 
in  form  and  in  spirit,  he  will  be  himself  the  most  forward  to  recognise  and 
adhere  to  them,  and  to  desist  from  every  project  inconsistent  with  either. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  less  difficulty  to  conceive  how  the  annexation  to  the 
Russian  empire  of  almost  the  whole  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  the  erecting  it  into  a 
kingdom,  together  with  the  Polish  provinces  now  under  the  Russian  do- 
minion, can  be  regarded  as  a  moral  duty.  Surely  it  can  never  be  a  moral 
duty  to  act  in  violation  of  the  most  sacred  treaties ;  and  if  His  Imperial 
Majesty  is  seriously  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  ameliorating  the  con- 
dition of  the  Poles  distinct  from  views  of  territorial  extension,  it  is  submitted 
that  the  power  \b  sufficiently  in  his  hands  at  present  with  regard  to  the 
numerous  inhabitants  of  the  Russian  provinces  taken  from  Poland,  together 
with  his  fair  proportion  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw ;  and  that  for  an  experiment 
of  such  a  nature,  however  beneficent,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  attempt  an 
aggrandisement  of  bis  empire  so  enormous  and  so  menacing  as  that  pro- 
posed, an  empire  at  present  amply  sufficient  for  every  purpose  of  ambition, 
and  more  than  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  good  government,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  present  character  and  future  security  of  his  allies,  and  in  con- 
travention of  his  own  engagements,  and  of  those  principles  of  justice  and 
moderation  which  he  has  so  repeatedly  declared  to  be  the  sole  motives  of 
his  conduct,  and  by  which  his  conduct,  as  to  France,  upon  the  late  peace 
was  so  eminently  regulated. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  should  also  weigh  how  far  it  can  be  reconcileable 
with  moral  duty  precipitately  to  embark  in  an  experiment  which  is  likely 
to  excite  alarm  and  discontent  amongst  the  neighbouring  states,  and  poli- 
tical fermentation  within  his  own  dominions.  If  moral  duty  requires  that 
the  situation  of  the  Poles  should  be  ameliorated  by  so  decisive  a  change  aa 
the  revival  of  their  monarchy,  let  it  be  undertaken  upon  the  broad  and 
liberal  principle  of  rendering  them  again  really  independent  as  a  nation, 
instead  of  making  two-thirds  of  them  a  mere  formidable  military  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  a  single  Power.  Such  a  measure  of  liberality  would 
be  applauded  by  all  Europe,  and  would  not  be  opposed,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  be  cheerfully  acquiesced  in,  both  by  Austria  and  Prussia.  It 
would  be  a  measure,  it  is  true,  of  sacrifice,  ou  the  ordinary  calculation  of 
states,  on  the  part  of  Russia ;  but  if  His  Imperial  Majesty  is  not  prepared 
for  such  sacrifices  to  moral  duty  on  the  part  of  his  own  empire,  he  has  no 
moral  right  to  make  such  experiment  at  the  expense  of  his  allies  and 
neighbours. 

It  is  further  alleged,  that  so  long  as  His  Imperial  Majesty  tenaciously 
adheres  to  this  objectionable  project,  it  is  impossible  that  any  plan  of 
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arrangement  for  the  reconstruction  of  Europe  can  be  brought  forward  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allied  Powers,  or  that  the  present  Congress 
can  be  assembled  in  form  to  discuss  and  sanction  any  such  arrangement. 

It  can  hardly  be  expected  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  that  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  Austria  and  Prussia  should  come  forward  of  their  own  accord 
and  propose  in  the  face  of  Europe,  as  a  measure  they  think  safe  and  honour- 
able, to  leave  the  dominions  of  their  Sovereigns  without  a  military  frontier. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  demand  a  measure  personally  so  degrading  at  their 
hands.  Can  they,  as  statesmen,  after  having  framed  and  signed  the  Peace 
of  Paris  in  the  face  of  Europe  and  of  their  own  fellow  subjects,  recommend 
such  an  arrangement  as  calculated  **  de  mettre  fin  aux  longues  agitations 
de  TEurope  et  aux  malbeurs  des  pcuples  par  une  paix  solide,  fondle  sur 
une  juste  repartition  de  forces  entre  Ics  Puissances,  et  portant  dans  les  sti- 
pulations sa  garantie  et  sa  dur^c  ?  " 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain,  of  France,  of  Spain,  and,  it  is 
believed,  those  of  all  the  European  states  great  and  small,  are  impressed  with 
similar  sentiments  as  to  this  project.  How  unfortunate  then  will  be  the 
predicament  of  Euroixj  if  His  Imperial  Majesty  shall  tenaciously  adhere  to 
his  present  purpose,  and  determine  to  hold  in  military  possession  the  Duchy 
of  Warsaw  against  the  general  sense ;  and  that  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
other  Powers,  selected  for  arranging  a  system  for  Europe,  and  for  the  settle- 
"ment  of  a  solid  and  permanent  peace,  shall  be  obliged  to  inform  the  repre- 
sentatives of  all  the  states  assembled  at  Vienna  that  they  are  deprived,  by 
such  a  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  Russia,  of  any  hope  of  proposing  such 
a  settlement  as  they  have  pledged  themselves,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  to 
give  to  Europe  after  its  long  agitations  and  sufferings ! 

It  seems  that  no  other  course  can  be  properly  adopted  unless  His  Imperial 
Majesty  shall  graciously  condescend  to  consider  seriously  the  consequences 
which  must  necessarily  result  from  the  measure  to  which  he  is  at  present 
attached ;  and  it  is  for  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  consider  of  that  course 
which  the  various  declarations  which  have  been  issued  to  Europe  in  his 
name,  the  spirit  of  his  treaties,  the  honour  and  safety  of  his  allios,  the 
general  voice  of  Europe,  his  own  eminent  virtues,  and  the  great  character 
he  has  established,  imperiously  call  for  in  the  face  of  Europe  upon  so 
solemn  an  occasion  as  the  reunion  of  its  plenipotentiaries  in  a  general 
Congress. 


[Enclosure  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Lord  Liverpool.] 

Claim  of  Prussia  upon  Saxony, 

Lorsqu'au  commencement  de  Tannic  1813  la  Prusse  s'allia  avec  la  Hussie 
pour  combattre  Tennemi  de  TEurope,  il  fut  expresse'ment  stipuM,  comma 
condition  fondamentale  de  toute  co-operation  de  la  Prusse,  "  que  pour  assurer 
k  jamais  Tinddi^endance  entidre  de  cette  puissance,  on  lui  rendroit  la  force 
rdelle  qu'elle  avoit  eue  avant  la  guerre  de  1806  ;  et  que,  pour  cet  effet,  il 
seroit  conserv6  dans  tons  les  arrangemens  entre  les  diff^rentes  provinces  qui 
devoient  rentrer  sous  la  domination  Prussienne  Pensemble  et  Parrondisse- 
ment  n^cessaire  pour  constituer  un  corps  d'etat  ind^i)endant."  Toutes  les 
puissances  qui  acc^d^rent  enauito  h  cette  alliance  ont  reconnu  "  Tint^r^t 
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qu'avoit  I'Europe  enti^re  de  voir  la  Prusse  reconstruite  sur  T^cbelle  la  plus 
rapprochde  de  celle  oil  elle  s'^toit  trouv^  avant  P^poque  precit^ ; "  et  elles 
ont  sanctionnd  ce  principe  par  des  traitds  solenncls.  . 

L'Angleterre  s'est  nomm^ment  engag^e  par  Tarticle  secret  du  14  Juin, 
1813,  h  contribuer  h  Tagrandissemeut  de  la  Prusse  dans  des  proportions 
statistiques  et  g^grapbiques  pour  le  moins  tellcs  qu'elles  ^toient  avant  la 
guerre  de  1806  ;  et  c'est  k  cette  condition  que  la  Prusse  s'est  ^galement  en- 
gag(Se  k  procurer  k  la  maison  de  Hanovre  un  arrondissement  convenable, 
dans  lequcl  Tdvecbe  de  Hildesbeim  provisoirement  c6d6  au  Hanovre  entre- 
roit  nommdment,  et  qui  ne  seroit  pas  moindre  que  d'une  population  de 
250  mille  h  300  mille  &mes,  bien  entendu  que  sa  Majesty  le  Eoi  de  Prusse 
soit  d^dommagd  ailleurs  pour  cette  cession. 

Personne  n'ignore  de  quelle  mani6re  la  Prusse,  en  consacrant  la  totality 
absolue  de  ses  forces  au  soutien  de  la  grande  cause,  s*est  acquitt^e  de  ses 
engagcmens. 

Elle  reclame  maintenant  ce  qui  doit  faire  le  rtompense  de  ses  efforts,  ce 
qui  lui  a  et^  promis  dans  les  trait^s,  et  ce  qu'exigent  imp^rieusement  sa 
siiret6  future  et  Tint^r^t  mfime  de  TEurope,  dont  l'<5quilibre  politique  no 
sera  jamais  solidement  e'tabli  si  la  Prusse  n*est  assez  forte  pour  maintenir 
elle-meme  son  ind^pendance. 

D'autres  puissances  ont  trouvd  dans  leurs  rapports  gdograpbiques  le 
moyen  de  recouvrer  d^jk,  par  des  acquisitions  convenables,  ce  que  leur  as- 
sigDoicnt  les  trait^s  et  Passentiment  des  autres  Cours.  La  Prusse  seule  n*a 
point  encore  obteuu  ce  qu'elle  a  droit  de  pr^tendre. 

Ix)in  d'etre  rentr^  dans  la  possession  de  tons  les  pays  qui  lui  apparte- 
naieut  avant  la  guerre  de  1806,  elle  doit,  au  contraire,  no  plus  compter  sur 
la  majeure  partie  des  anciennes  provinces  de  la  Pologne,  et  renoncer  k  la 
principautc  de  Hildesbeim,  et  k  celles  d'Ansbacb  et  de  Bayrcutb,  tandis 
que  toutcs  les  acquisitions  ^loign^  de  son  centre,  ct  cons^quemment  de 
moindre  valeur,  qui  pourront  lui  tombcr  en  partage  sur  les  bords  et  au  delk 
du  Ebin,  semblent  plutdt  faites  pour  I'exposer  k  de  nouveaux  orages  que 
pour  augmenter  sa  force  rdelle ;  quoiqu'il  en  soit,  elles  ne  compl^teront 
jamais  son  ^tat  de  possession  de  1806.  Mais  oti  trouver  tout  ce  qui  manque 
encore  a  ce  complement  ? 

Pour  reconstruire  la  monarcbie  sur  une  dcbelle  rapproch^e  de  celle  oil  elle 
6to\t  avant  la  guerre  de  1806 ;  pour  ^tablir  entre  ses  provinces  I'ensemble 
et  I'arrondissement  n^cessaires  k  son  inddpendance ;  pour  remplir  enfin  les 
promesses  solennelles  des  traits,  il  ne  reste  a  la  Prusse,  faute  d'autres  d^- 
dommagemens  convenables,  que  de  faire  valoir  ses  droits  de  conqu§te  sur 
un  pays  limitropbe. 

Ce  pays  c'est  la  Saxe,  conquise  par  les  armes  Prussiennes  et  Alli^es. 

Cette  conqu^te  n'est  qu'une  suite  touto  naturelle  de  la  pers^v<5rance 
opiui&tre  du  Roi  de  Saxe  dans  le  syst^me  destructeur  de  Buonaparte. 

II  y  avait  au  commencement  de  I'ann^^e  1813  une  ^poque  oil  les  delibera- 
tions du  Cabinet  de  Dresde  etoient  plus  libres  que  celles  de  la  Cour  de 
Berlin.  Cest  alors  que  le  Roi  de  Saxe,  maltre  des  forteresses  de  Torgau  et 
de  Wittenberg,  disposant  d'une  brave  arm^e,  et  n'ayant  presque  aucun 
ennemi  dans  ses  etats,  auroit  dvL  se  declarer  pour  la  bonne  cause.  II  pou« 
voit  alors  suivre  Texemple  de  la  Prusse,  sans  en  partager  les  dangers.    II  j 
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avoit  encore  mi  moment  avant  la  bataille  de  Lutzen,  et  mtoe  immediate- 
ment  apr^  oti  raccession  de  la  Saxe  h  Tunion  de  la  Kussie,  de  la  Prnsse, 
et  du  Nord  de  TAllemagne,  auroit  fait  pencher  d^  Ion  la  balance  du  cot^ 
des  Allies.  N^anmoins,  et  malgr^  les  plus  instantes  sollicitations  de  la 
Bussie  et  de  la  Prusse,  malgr^  le  bel  exemple  que  lui  donna  TAutriche,  le 
Roi  de  Saxe  a  constamment  refus^  son  accession  k  une  cause  qui  devoit  dtre 
celle  de  son  coeur,  et  qui  seule  pouvoit  assurer  le  bonheur  de  ses  peuples. 

Aprte  avoir  mis  k  la  disposition  de  Napoleon  la  forteresse  de  Torgan, 
toutes  ses  troupes,  et  toutes  les  ressources  de  son  pays,  et  dans  un  moment 
oil  les  grands  coups  alloient  se  frapper,  ce  Prince  quitta  subitement  Prague, 
pour  se  Jeter  k  Dresde  entre  les  bras  de  Toppresseur  de  sa  patrie.  D^  ce 
moment  devenant  I'ennemi  implacable  et  d^lar^  de  la  cause  des  Alli^  11 
devoit  dtre  traits  par  eux  comme  tel ;  son  sort  ne  pouvoit  plus  dtre  s^par^ 
du  sort  de  celui  dont  il  avoit  ^pous^  avec  aveuglement  les  int^rSts  iniques ; 
et  toutes  les  suites  de  sa  conduite  politique  dans  un  moment  aussi  d^cisif 
devoient  retomber  sur  lui. 

Les  troupes  alli^es  p^n^tr^rent  en  Saxe  de  tons  cot^.  La  conquete  de 
oe  pays  leur  fut  dispute  pas  k  pas,  mais  enfin  la  victoire  de  Leipsic  la 
d^ida,  et  soumit  la  Saxe. 

Cette  ville  fut  prise  d'assaut,  et  on  fit  prisonnier  le  Roi  avec  ce  qui  s'y 
trouvoit  de  troupes  Saxonncs,  et  n'avoit  pas  pass4  le  dernier  jour  de  ]& 
bataille,  et  lorsqu'elle  ^toit  d^cid^  du  cot^  des  Allies,  apr^  que  les  g^n^ 
raux  eurent  tftch^  en  vain  d*obtenir  la  sanction  de  leur  Souverain  pour  oette 
mesure. 

Dks  lors  lui  et  toute  la  Saxe  rest^rent  au  pouvoir  des  Allies. 

Ayant  6t6  le  maitre  absolu  de  ses  actions,  le  Roi  de  Saxe  ne  pent  imputer 
qu'k  lui-m§me  les  suites  funestes  qui  r^ulteront  pour  lui  d'une  r^istance 
aussi  opini&tre.  Retir^  k  Berlin,  il  y  jouit  des  ^gards  qu'on  se  plait  k  prodiguer 
au  malheur ;  mais  de  quel  droit  pourroit-il  r^lamer  davantage,  et  oil  trouver 
dans  le  droit  de  gens  une  disposition  qui  exige  le  r^tablissement  d'un  Sou- 
verain apr^  que  tons  ses  ^tats  ont  ^t^  conquis,  et  apr^  qu*il  a  mdme  ^t^ 
fait  prisonnier  de  guerre  pour  sa  personne  ?  II  pourra  provoquer  la  g^<Srosit^ 
des  vainqueurs,  il  pourra  solliciter  un  ^tablissement  convenable  pour  lui  et 
pour  sa  famille ;  mais  pour  obtenir  ces  avantages  il  devra  les  rdclamer  plutdt 
de  leur  magnanimity  que  de  leur  justice. 

dependant  cette  g^n^rosit^  en  faveur  d*un  Prince  qui  a  si  puissamment 
eecondd  Tennemi  commun  ne  sauroit  passer  ses  justes  bomes,  ni  empi^ter 
gur  oe  qui  revient  de  droit  k  un  autre  Prince,  qui  a  tout  sacrifi^  pour  com- 
battre  cet  ennemi,  et  pour  fiedre  triompher  la  cause  de  TEurope  enti^. 

£t  ce  droit  de  conqudte,  dont  la  Prusse  demande  Tex^ution,  en  ofifrant 
ailleurs  un  bel  ^tablissement  au  Roi  de  Saxe  et  k  ses  successeurs,  qui  lui 
ofiEre  bien  plus  d*agr^mens  que  celui  qu*il  pourroit  conserver  en  Saxe  m^me, 
oil  il  seroit  toujours  froissd  entre  TAutriche  et  la  Prusse,  un  malheureux 
objet  de  jalousie  pour  ces  puissances,  qui  doivent  rester  unies  pour  le  saint 
de  rEim)pe,  un  foyer  de  m^contentement  et  de  cabales,  un  objet  h^t^rog^ne 
et  dangereux  enfin,  qui  ne  pent  que  forcer  malgr^  elle  la  Prusse  k  porter 
Bans  cesse  ses  vues  sur  son  acquisition— ce  droit  de  conquSte,  dis-je,  n'est-il 
pas  consacr^  par  Texemple  de  tons  les  sik:les  et  de  tons  les  pays  ?  Sans 
remonter  k  Torigine  de  la  plus  grande  partie  des  ^tats  qui  lui  doivent  leur 
arrondissement  actuel,  et  sans  faire  le  r^it  de  toutes  les  conqudtes  ordinaires 
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et  portielles  dont  fourmillent  les  annales  de  la  guerre  et  les  traits  de  paix, 
on  n'a  qu'k  ccmsulter  Tbistoire  modeme  de  quelques  monarchies  pour  faire 
▼oir  comlnen  de  foiB  I'ordre  des  dynasties  et  la  forme  des  gouvememens  so 
8ont  T^Ms  nniqnement  d'apr^  le  sort  des  armes. 

C'est  d*abord  la  Saxe  mdme  qui  en  foumit  un  exemple  frappant ;  car 
c^^tait  \k  que  le  droit  de  conquete  a  plac^  sur  le  trdne  en  1547  les  anc^tres 
du  Roi  actual,  et  en  faisant  descendre  TElecteur  Jean  Fr^^ric,  victime  in- 
fortune  de  son  d^TOuement  pour  la  cause  la  plus  l^time. 

Cest  le  m§me  droit  de  conqugte  qui  par  exemple  en  Italie  a  chang^  tant 
de  fds  la  face  des  ^tats ;  qui  d^da,  1713,  du  sort  des  plus  beaux  pays  de 
I'Europe,  faisant  partie  de  la  succession  d'Espagne ;  qui  encore,  1735,  dis- 
posa  du  Ghund  Ducbtf  de  Toscane,  du  vivant  de  son  ancien  Souverain,  en 
faveur  du  Due  de  Lorraine,  qui  attribua  le  patrimoine  de  ce  dernier  It  la 
France,  et  qui  transfi^ra  deux  Princes  de  la  maison  de  Bourbon,  Tun  en  1735 
sur  le  trdne  des.  deux  Siciles,  I'autre  (h  la  suite  de  la  conqudte  de  la  Bel- 
gique)  eh  1746  sur  celui  de  Panne. 

Cest  le  mdme  droit  de  oonqudte  qui  de  nos  jours  a  fait  passer  aux  Indes 
Orientales  plus  d'un  trdne  sous  la  domination  Britannique*  C'est  encore  le 
droit  de  oonqudte  qui  en  Allemagne,  m§mc  dans  les  ^poques  ant^rieures  k  la 
R^vdution  Fran^aise,  a  amen^  plusieurs  changemens  de  territoire  tr^  con- 
siderables, et  sanctionn^s  ensuite  par  les  trait^s ;  et  qui  notamment  a  dt^  It 
la  couronne  de  Su^e  en  1720  la  plupart  de  ces  possessions  qu'une  loi  fonda- 
mentale  de  I'empire  lui  avait  assurdes,  et  qu*on  ^tait  habitu^  k  regarder 
oomme  essentiellement  n^oessaires  pour  llnt^rdt  g^n^ral  de  TAUemagne. 


VUcount  CasUereagh  to  Prince  Eardenberg. 

MON  FbiSOS,  Yieima,  12th  Oct,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
with  its  enclosures,  and  lose  no  time  in  explaining  myself  upon  it^  with  the 
firankness  which  I  always  wish  to  observe  towards  you. 

There  is  no  principle  in  European  politics  to  which  lattach  more  im- 
portance than  the  effectual  reconstruction  of  Prussia.  Her  glorious  services 
in  the  late  war  give  her  the  highest  claims  upon  our  gi-atitude ;  but  there  is 
a  more  commanding  claim  even  than  our  gratitude,  which  is,  that  upon 
Prussia,  as  the  only  solid  foundation,  every  arrangement  for  the  security  of 
the  north  of  Germany  against  the  greater  dangers  that  may  menace  it  must 
be  built. 

It  is  to  Prussia  in  such  a  crisis  we  must  all  cling;  it  is  upon  her  power 
we  must  look  to  assemble  ours ;  and  to  fulfil  this  task  the  Prussian  monarchy 
ought  to  be  both  substantive  and  solid,  and  endowed  with  all  those  charac- 
teristics of  an  independent  State  which  may  enable  her  to  command  respect 
and  to  inspire  confidence. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  Saxony.  If  the  incorporation  even  of 
the  whole  of  that  oountiy  in  the  Prussian  monarchy  is  necessary  to  effect 
so  great  a  good  for  Europe,  I  may  feel  some  individual  pain  that  so  ancient 
a  family  should  be  thus  deeply  affected,  but  I  can  feel  no  moral  or  political 
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^pugnan(5c  to  the  measure.  If  ever  a  Sovereign  justly  subjected  himself 
to  become  a  sacrifice  to  the  future  security  of  Europe,  I  conceive  the  King 
of  Saxony  has,  by  his  repeated  tergiversations,  and  by  his  having  been  not 
only  the  most  devoted  but  the  most  favoured  of  Buonaparte's  vassalti, 
largely  and  cheerfully  contributing,  at  the  head  of  both  his  German  and 
Polish  States,  to  carry  subjugation  into  the  very  heart  of  Russia. 

I  know  there  are  numerous  instances  of  similar  political  immorality  in 
Germany.  I  know  of  none,  however,  so  flagrant ;  and  in  the  vicious  circle 
in  which  the  German  States  have  latterly  almost  considered  themselves  en- 
titled to  move,  where  all  cannot  be  punished,  and  where  the  greater  number 
liave  redeemed  their  offences  by  subsequent  services  in  the  general  cause,  I 
shall  not  lament,  whilst  the  mass  are  foi^ven,  that  one  example  should  be 
made  to  check  this  intolerable  evil. 

Your  Highness  will  see  from  this  statement  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
Qntertaining  the  principle  of  the  proposed  arrangement,  if  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  place  Prussia  in  the  station  she  should  occupy  for  the  interest  of 
Europe  ;  but  if  this  incorporation  should  be  attempted  as  a  means  of  com- 
pensating Prussia  for  unjust  and  dangerous  encroachments  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  and  as  an  arrangement  to  reconcile  her,  uncovered  in  point  of  fron- 
tier, to  submit  to  an  obvious  relation  of  military  dependence  on  that  great 
Power,  in  this  latter  alternative,  which  I  should  for  the  honour  and  interest 
pf  all,  and  of  none  more  than  Russia  herself,  most  deeply  deplore,  I  do  not 
feel  myself  justified  in  giving  your  Highness  the  smallest  expectation  that 
Great  Britain  could,  in  the  face  of  Europe,  be  a  party  to  such  an  arrange* 
ment. 

Trusting  that  a  result  so  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the  Alliance 
cannot  be  either  pressed  or  listened  to,  I  can  feel  no  objection  to  the  provi- 
sional administration  of  Saxony  being,  as  your  Highness  proposes,  entrusted 
to  His  Prussian  Majesty.  I  am  willing  immediately  to  yield  this  arrange- 
ment, which  appears  to  me  just  and  reasonable  in  itself,  as  a  pledge  of  the 
sincerity  of  the  assurances  I  have  above  given  to  your  Highness,  and  in  the 
full  confidence  that  the  King  of  Prussia  will  not  lend  himself  to  any  ar- 
rangement which  can  be  either  inconsistent  with  the  ^Iguity  of  his  crown, 
pr  with  the  permanent  security  of  his  dominions. 

I  have  thought  your  Highness  would  wish  to  hear  from  me  without  delay 
on  the  latter  subject.  As  soon  as  Prince  Mettemich  is  prepared  to  explain 
himself  upon  the  points  referred  to  in  your  Highness's  letter,  I  shadl  be 
ready  to  enter  with  you  both  into  the  general  subject,  and  shall  be  most 
anxious  to  accelerate  an  understanding  which  appears  to  me  essential  to  the 
best  interests  of  Europe. 

I  am,  &c., 

Castlebeaoh. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  13th  Oct,  1814. 

Your  Excellency's  despatch,  No.  26,  relative  to  the  pretensions  of  the 
French  government,  as  stated  in  the  note  from  M.  de  Jaucourt  to  your. 
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Excellency,  that  the  Dutch  government  be  made  to  bear  their  share  of  the 
debts  due  for  the  construction  and  armament  of  the  ships  which  were 
divided  between  that  Power  and  France,  under  the  15th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Paris,  has  been  laid  before  the  Prince  Regent. 

It  is  probably  known  to  your  Excellency  that  in  the  negotiation  with 
Buonaparte,  which  took  place  in  the  course  of  last  spring,  the  Allies  had 
made  it  a  tine  qua  non  that  the  whole  of  the  fleet  and  stores  at  Antwerp, 
and  at  all  other  ports,  which  were  to  be  given  up  by  the  French  government, 
should  belong  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  whom  the  places  were 
assigned  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  Upon  the  restoration  of  the  House  of 
Boiu-bon,  the  Prince  Regent  and  his  Allies  were  induced  to  relax  from  this 
demand ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  questions  of  the  very  nature  of  that  now 
for  the  first  time  brought  forward,  and  to  prevent  all  disputes  as  to  details, 
it  was  agreed  that  two-thirds  of  the  fleet  and  stores  at  Antwerp  should  be 
assigned  to  the  French  government,  and  one-third  to  that  of  the  Sovereign  of 
the  United  Provinces*  The  settlement  under  this  article  was  to  be  referred 
to  commissioners,  whose  decision  upon  all  cases  must  be  considered  as 
final. 

It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  if  the  division  had  been  made  according 
to  the  proportion  of  capital,  materials,  and  labour  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  fleet,  the  advantage  to  Holland  and  Flanders  would  have 
been  much  more  than  the  proportion  of  one-third  to  two-thirds ;  but  this 
could  not  have  been  done  without  endless  disputes ;  and  a  general  prin- 
ciple of  division  was  therefore  adopted,  after  much  deliberation,  in  which 
considerable  advantage  was  conceded  to  the  French  government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Martin,  one  of  the  British  Commissioners  at 
Antwerp  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Bathubbt, 

[Enclosure.] 
Bear'AdmircU  T,  B.  Martin  to  W,  Hamilton^  Esq. 

Sir,  H.M.S.  Prince  Frederick^  Hamoaze,  29th  Sept.,  1814. 

I  have  this  day  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  27th  insi,  in 
which  you  signify  to  me  Lord  Liverpoors  desire  that  I  would  furnish  you 
with  such  information  as  I  possess  respecting  the  circumstances  stated  in 
a  note  from  M.  Jaucourt,  French  minister  ad  interim,  to  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington. 

I  beg  to  state  to  you  for  his  Lordship's  information  that,  soon  after  the 
English  Commission  arrived  at  Antwerp,  allusion  was  made  to  debts  incurred 
in  various  ways  prior  to  the  convention  of  the  23rd  of  April ;  and  I  did  dis- 
tinctly refuse  to  entertain  any  subject  so  totally  irrelative  to  the  15th  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  And  the  impression  on  my  mind,  from  the  way  in 
which  the  thing  passed,  was  that  the  French  Commissioners  acquiesced  iA 
tbis  opinion.  If  they  had  not,  I  should  imagine  the  interference  of  the  French 
Minister  for  Foreign  Afiairs  would  have  been  procured  at  an  earlier  period.  - 
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The  claim  soggested  by  the  French  gOTemmenti  and  which  appeazB  bb 
foreign  to  the  ipirit  as  it  is  to  the  letter  of  the  treaty,  is  of  a  most  nnlimited 
natore,  unless  we  are  to  look  for  its  commencement  in  the  very  origin  of  the 
French  establishment  at  Antwerp;  for  the  whole  of  the  ships  bnilt  and 
equipped  at  that  place  were  divided  under  the  15th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace ;  and  if  the  question  of  debt  could  in  possibility  be  entertained,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  show  how  largely  the  resources  of  Holland  contributed  to 
the  creation  and  equipment  of  that  force. 

The  15th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  whereby  the  division  of  the  fleet 
ftnd  naval  property  at  Antwerp  was  to  be  settled,  is  so  conclusive  that  we 
■hould  have  thought  it  presuming  in  the  highest  deg^ree  to  have  deviated 
from  the  points  so  distinctly  marked  out  to  us ;  and  in  the  statement  of  the 
settlement  of  the  division  the  French  Commissionen  acknowledge  the  divi- 
lion  was  made  to  their  satisfaction. 

I  have,  &c^ 

T.  B.MABxiir. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  CastlereagK 

Mt  dear  Cabtlerbaoh,  Fife  House,  14th  Oct.,  1814. 

The  Prince  Regent  received  some  dajrs  ago  a  communication  from  Count 
Munstcr,  in  which  he  informs  him  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  did  not 
desist  from  his  views  upon  Poland,  and  that  the  King  of  Pmssia  was  to  be 
indemnified  upon  the  north  of  Germany,  and  possibly  with  a  part  of 
Hanover.  I  have  told  the  Prince  that  I  am  sure  he  might  set  his  mind  at 
ease  as  to  the  latter  part  of  the  communication,  for  that  all  the  Powers  at 
the  Oongress  would  be  disposed  to  protect  him  against  any  such  pretensions. 
The  intelligence  respecting  the  views  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  as  to  Poland 
is  confirmed  by  your  private  letter  and  by  accounts  we  have  received  from 
Lord  Walpole  at  Petersburg, 

However  this  question  of  Poland  may  now  end,  it  cannot  be  settled 
either  creditably  or  satisfactorily.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  need  never  have 
stirred  it,  and  in  that  case  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  have  left  the  three 
States  most  interested  to  settle  the  question  a  VaimaUe  amongst  them- 
selves ;  but  as  it  has  been  once  mooted,  it  becomes  a  question  of  serious 
embarrassment,  and  it  is  very  material  that  we  should  lose  no  character  by 
the  part  we  take  in  it. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  less  we  have  to  do  with  it,  except  as  fair 
as  regards  giving  our  opinion,  the  better.  I  have  sent  you  a  short  Memo- 
randum on  the  subject,  containing  the  ideas  which  have  occurred  to  me 
upon  it.  They  very  much  correspond  with  what  passed  at  a  meeting  at 
your  house  before  you  left  England  ;  but  the  train  of  reasoning  is  drawn 
out  with  more  precision  than  occurred  to  me  at  that  time,  and  the  idea  of 
the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  being  preserved  as  an  independent  State,  under  an 
independent  sovereign,  I  think  it  may  be  of  importance  to  put  forward,  for 
the  reasons  given  in  the  Memorandum. 

It  is  impossible  to  know  how  far  you  may  have  advanced  on  this  and  other 
subjects  before  you  receive  this  letter ;  but  at  all  events  the  Memorandum 
can  do  no  harm,  and  you  will  make  such  use  of  the  contents  of  it  as  you 
may  judge  upon  the  whole  most  advisable. 
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The  French  government  are  not  using  us  well  on  the  subject  of  the  slare 
trade.  No  step  whatever  has  been  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  their 
promise  to  abolish  the  trade  north  of  the  Line.  The  expedition  has  sailed 
to  take  possession  of  the  French  factories  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and  if  some 
measures  are  not  adopted  to  prevent  the  renewal  of  the  trade  within  the 
agreed  limits,  speculations  will  be  entered  into  for  that  purpose,  and  we 
shaU  have  an  amazing  clamour  to  encounter  from  all  the  abolitionists. 
Nothing  can  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  Jaucourt's  last  communication  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  this  subject.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  bring 
Talleyrand  to  some  point  upon  it.  By  accounts  we  have  received  from 
St  Domingo,  it  appears  that  Petion  is  as  determined  upon  resistance  as 
Ghristophe,  and  there  is  no  person  acquainted  with  the  island  who  thinks 
the  French  have  the  least  chance  of  establishing  their  authority  in  it. 

Liverpool. 

[Enclosube.] 

Memorandum  respecting  Poland, 

14th  Oct.,  1814. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  restoration  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  such 
as  it  was  in  the  year  1792,  under  an  hereditary,  independent,  and  limited 
monarchy,  would  be  the  measure  most  just  in  itself,  and  most  satisfiM^tory  to 
the  people  of  this  country. 

Have  we  any  right,  however,  to  call  upon  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia  to 
give  up  those  provinces  of  Poland  which  they  annexed  to  their  own  dominions, 
and  which  continue  to  form  a  part  of  them  ?  Oertoinly  not.  We  may  recom- 
mend it,  but  we  can  do  no  more ;  for  however  unjust  the  partitions  of  Poland 
may  have  been,  if  from  considerations  of  prudence  we  found  it  either  impracti- 
cable or  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  oppose  them  at  the  time  they  were  made, 
we  can  have  no  right,  at  the  distance  of  five,  ten,  or  twenty  years,  to  require  of 
the  above-named  Powers  to  dismember  the  provinces  which  they  had  then 
annexed,  and  which  formed  part  of  their  dominions  during  a  period  in  which 
we  were  at  peace  with  all  of  them,  and  in  alliance  with  some  of  them. 

The  only  portion,  therefore,  of  ancient  Poland  about  whose  fate  we  have 
now  a  right  to  take  a  decisive  part  is  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw.  The  fate  of  that 
Duchy  is  tub  judice. 

It  is  obvious  that  an  arrangement  may  be  made  with  respect  to  the  Duchy 
of  Warsaw  upon  either  of  the  three  following  principles  : 

1st.  It  may  be  divided  between  the  three  great  Powers,  and  so  made  to 
constitute  a  part  of  each  of  their  dominions.    Or 

2ndly.  It  may  be  preserved  as  an  independent  State  under  an  independent 
prince.    Or 

Srdly.  It  may  be  assigned  to  one  of  the  three  great  Powers  as  an  indepen- 
dent State,  which  under  the  present  circumstances  would  be  Russia. 

Of  these  three  alternatives,  I  should  certainly  consider  the  third  the  worst 
for  the  general  interests  of  Europe. 

The  second  would  preserve  the  principle  of  Polish  independence,  and  might 
lead  the  inhabitants  of  the  dismembered  provinces  to  look  to  their  reunion  at 
some  period  more  or  less  remote  with  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw ;  but  the  weakness 
of  the  Power  itself  would  in  this  case  afford  a  reasonable  security  to  the  neigh- 
bouring Powers  against  the  accomplishment  of  any  such  object,  and  at  all 
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events  the  three  Powers  would  be  upon  an  equal  footing,  and  have  a  common 
interest  in  opposing  any  measure  which  was  likely  to  produce  such  an  effect. 
But  if  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  is  to  be  an  independent  State  under  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  the  independent  principle  will  not  only  be  preserved,  but  it  will  be 
preserved  under  a  monarch  whose  power  will  be  sufficient  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  the  disaffected  in  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  Polish  provinces  to  seize 
the  first  opportunity  of  resisting  their  acknowledged  Sovereigns,  and  of  re- 
uniting themselves  under  a  hea<l  whom  they  will  consider  as  strong  enough  to 
protect  them,  and  who  will  be  the  Sovereign  of  a  country  which  they  will 
regard  as  the  parent  stock  of  Polish  independence. 

I  cannot,  however,  conceal  from  you  that  this  last  project  would  be  loss 
unpopular  in  this  country  than  the  measure  of  complete  partition,  and  conse- 
quently of  Polish  annihilation.  If  we  are  to  come  to  either  of  tliese  alterna- 
tives, I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  there  should,  if  possible,  be  some 
record  of  our  having  expressed  our  opinion  how  desirable  it  would  be  to  restore 
Poland  on  the  principle  of  1792,  and  of  our  having  made  some  effort  for  that 
which  we  are  more  entitled  to  ask,  the  independence  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw 
under  a  neutral  Sovereign. 

I  feel  so  much  importance  as  to  this  and  every  other  question  being  settled 
at  the  Congress  by  the  three  Allies  and  ourselves  upon  a  principle  of  cordiality 
and  good  humour,  that  I  would  sacrifice  a  great  deal  here  for  the  attainme^i^  of 
80  important  an  object ;  but  if  the  extravagance  and  unreasonable  views  of 
Russia  render  this  impracticable,  and  that  the  question,  however  settled,  must 
become  a  matter  of  contest,  I  think  we  ought  to  secure  to  ourselves  in  that 
case  the  advantage  of  having  some  record  of  the  principle  on  which  we  would 
have  been  desirous  of  making  the  Polish  arrangements,  and  at  the  same  time 
that  we  should  decline,  if  possible,  being  direct  parties  to  an  arrangement 
which  is  at  variance  with  the  principles  we  have  set  forth,  though  the  interest 
may  not  be  of  that  nature  to  induce  us  to  wish  the  renewal  of  all  the  evils  of 
war  to  Europe  in  support  of  our  opinion  or  our  wishes. 


E.  Ooulbum,  Esq.^  to  Earl  Bathurst, 


My  deab  Lobd,  Ghent,  14th  Oct.,  1814. 

We  send  you  by  this  opportunity  a  note  which  we  have  just  received 
from  the  American  Commissioners.  They  accept  the  substance  of  our 
Article,  with  two  qualifications,  to  one  only  of  which  (viz.  that  which 
stipulates  for  not  considering  their  acceptance  as  an  argument  or  precedent 
in  any  future  negotiation)  we  think  it  may  be  as  well  to  object,  and  to 
limit  our  understanding  of  the  Article  to  its  not  being  obligatory  upon  either 
party  in  a  future  negotiation.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  their  acceptance 
of  "  the  substance  of  the  Article  **  satisfies  the  instruction  under  which  we 
proposed  it,  and  whether  it  may  not  be  so  limited  by  them  with  a  view  of 
opening  a  door  for  future  discussion  as  to  what  is  substantial  in  the  Article 
and  what  is  not ;  and  I  at  first  thought  that  it  would  be  right  to  place  this 
beyond  a  doubt  by  a  further  communication  with  them  before  we  troubled 
you.  But  upon  considering  the  note  further,  it  appeared  to  us  that  their 
admission  of  the  Article,  notwithstanding  this  limitation,  was  sufiicient  to 
preclude  future  discussion  as  to  its  substance,  and  that  its  limitation  was 
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to  be  ascribed  solely  to  that  invincible  dislike  which  an  American  always 
has  to  give  a  distinct  answer  to  a  distinct  proposition.  We  also  considered 
that  it  might  look  ill  if,  after  a  noto  so  much  more  conciliatory  than  any 
which  they  have  yet  addressed  to  us,  we  required  an  explanation  which 
necessarily  implied  so  much  distrust. 

On  the  other  parts  of  the  noto  it  appears  but  little  necessary  to  make  any 
observation  in  reply.  As  our  arguments  remain  unanswered  on  those 
points,  we  think  that  the  case  of  Great  Britain  cannot  stand  better  than  it 
docs  at  present. 

With  respect  to  the  demand  which  they  have  made  for  a  projet  of  a  treaty 
from  us,  it  may  be  matter  of  deliberation  whether  we  should  give  them  the 
advantage  of  receiving  a  projet  from  us,  instead  of  furnishing  us  in  the  first 
instance  with  their  projet.  Whether  this  is  worth  insisting  on  we  leave  to 
your  better  judgment. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  most  truly, 

Hekby  Goulburn. 


Viscount  CcMertagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  14th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  send  you  under  a  flying  seal  the  result  of  our  discussions,  not  progress ; 
for  progress  we  have  not  made,  unless  the  enclosed  can  deserve  that 
name. 

I  expect  to  see  Talleyrand  to-morrow  morning ;  and  I  rather  expect  he 
has  some  communication  to  make  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  slave-trade. 
You  shall  have  a  messenger  in  two  or  three  days. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  sincerely, 

CABTLEREAGn. 


[Enclosure.] 

DlSOLARATION. 

Vfenne,  le  8  Oct.,  1814. 

Les  Pl^nipotentiaires  des  Conrs  qui  ont  signd  le  traits  de  paix  dc  Paris  du 
30  Mai,  1814,  ont  pris  en  considc'ration  Tarticle  32  do  ce  traite',  par  lequel  11 
est  dit  que  toutes  les  Puissances  engag^es  de  part  et  d'autre  dans  la  demibro 
guerre  enverront  des  Pl^potentiaircs  k  Vienno  pour  rdgler  dans  un  Congr^ 
gdn^ral  les  arrangemens  qui  doivent  completer  les  dispositions  du  dit  traite ; 
et,  apr^s  avoir  milrement  refl<fchi  sur  la  situation  dans  laquelle  ils  se  trouvent 
places,  et  sur  les  devoirs  qui  leur  sont  impo8(5s,  ils  ont  rcconnu  qu'ils  ne 
sauroient  mieux  les  remplir  qu*en  dtablissant  d'abord  des  communications 
libres  et  confidentielles  ontre  les  Pl^nipotcntiaires  de  toutes  les  Puissances. 
Mais  ils  se  sont  convaincus  en  m^e  tems  qu*il  est  de  Tint^rct  de  toutes  les 
parties  intervonantes  de  suspendre  la  reunion  g^n^rale  de  leurs  Pl^nipoten- 
tiaires  jusquli  Te'poque  oti  les  questions  sur  lesquelles  on  devra  prononcer 
seront  parvenues  k  un  degre  do  maturity  suffisant  pour  que  le  resultat  rdponde 
aux  principcs  du  droit  public,  aux  stipulations  du  traits  de  Paris,  et  k  la  juste 
ftttente  des  contemporains.     L'ouverture  formelle   du  Congr^s  sera  dona 
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ajoorn^e  au  1*'  du  mois  de  NoYembre,  et  lea  stiBdits  Pl^nipotentiaires  se  flat- 
tent  que  le  travail  auquel  ce  d^lai  sera  consacrd,  en  fixant  lea  id^  ct  en  con- 
oiliant  lea  opinions,  ayancera  essentiellement  le  grand  ouyrage  qui  est  Fobjet 
de  leor  miouon  commune. 


[  797.]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  17th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  have  nothing  particular  to  communicate  to  you  from  hence. 
There  is  certainly  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  public  mind 
at  Paris,  but  I  cannot  discover  any  ground  for  it  excepting  the 
numbers  of  ruined  and  discontented  persons  there  are  in  the 
to¥m,  who  are  certainly  not  discouraged  from  the  execution  of 
any  scheme  of  mischief  they  may  have  in  contemplation  by  the 
advice  and  example  of  their  superiors.  Even  the  Marshals  and 
those  in  favour  with  the  King  do  not  scruple  to  express  their 
dislike  of  the  present  system,  and  the  shame  they  feel  at  finding 
themselves  in  the  situation  in  which  they  are. 

Blacas  is  inclined  to  make  light  of  the  danger,  which  I  con- 
ceive consists  for  the  present  only  in  the  chances  of  a  sudden 
movement  by  a  part  of  this  body  of  discontented  officers  and 
employes,  and  its  consequences.  Hereafter  the  King  will  have 
some  difficulties  with  his  Legislature ;  but  by  that  time  he  will 
have  formed  his  army,  it  may  be  hoped.  I  have  heard  no  more 
from  Blacas  about  Saxony.  Jaucourt  does  not  appear  to  enter- 
tain at  all  the  same  sentiments. 

Lord  Harrowby  is  here,  and  has  got  your  papers  upon  the 
Netherlands,  and  I  cannot  reply  to  them  by  this  messenger.  I 
agree  so  far  in  principle  with  you  that  I  think  it  would  be 
desirable  that,  if  possible,  all  the  territories  on  the  left  of  the 
Rhine  should  belong  to  one  power  only  besides  the  Sovereign  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  that  that  power  should  be  Prussia.  If 
all  this  territory  cannot  be  given  to  Prussia,  it  is  better  that  a 
part  should  be  given  to  Bavaria  than  that  it  should  be  par- 
celled out  among  several  Powers.  It  must  be  observed,  however, 
of  Bavaria  that  that  Power  has  generally  been  in  the  opposite 
system  to  ours,  and  that  any  distant  territory  in  the  hands  of 
so  weak  a  Power  as  Bavaria  must  still  continue  to  be,  is  seldom 
well  defended.  Here  will  arise  the  question  of  Luxembourg. 
It  is  essential  to  the  defence  of  the  Netherlands  to  keep  that 
fortress  out  of  the  hands  of  the  French ;  at  the  same  time  I  see 
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the  military  inconvenience  of  extending  so  far  the  system  of  the 
Sovereign  of  the  Netherlands.  I  should  rely  upon  Prussia 
keeping  that  fortress,  but  not  upon  Bavaria. 

There  is  another  view  in  which  the  disposal  of  Luxembourg 
is  important,  and  that  is  the  long  standing  connexion  between 
that  duchy  and  the  provinces  on  the  left  of  the  Meuse.  The 
inconvenience  of  the  separation  of  a  few  cantons  ceded  to  France 
has  been  felt  and  complained  of  by  the  Netherlands,  and  I  fear 
they  will  feel  more  severely  the  separation  of  the  provinces  on 
the  right  of  the  Meuse,  with  which  they  have  been  so  long 
connected,  and  in  whichso  many  of  them  must  have  property. 
This  point  deserves  consideration.  Upon  the  whole,  what  I 
should  prefer  for  the  Netherlands  would  be  that  Prussia  should 
have  all  the  territory  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine  to  a  line  drawn 
from  Huy  to  that  river,  and  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  should 
from  that  line  have  both  banks  of  the  Meuse  to  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine.  If  that  arrangement  can't  be  made,  Luxembourg 
would  be  more  secure  in  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign  of  the 
Netherlands  than  in  those  of  the  King  of  Bavaria,  and  should 
be  ^ven  to  the  former. 

This  is  what  occurs  here  upon  reading  your  papers  over  once ; 
but  I'll  write  to  you  again,  more  in  detail,  when  I  shall  get  them 
from  Lord  Harrowby. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Major 'Qeffu  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  Major- Oen,  Bunbury, 

My  DBAB  Sm,  Aix  la  Chapelle,  17th  Oct.,  1814. 

Since  my  arrival  here  on  the  night  before  last,  I  have  had  two  conversa- 
tions with  General  Miiflfling,  Chief  of  the  Stafif  of  the  Prussian  army,  and  I 
will  endeavour  to  give  you  in  as  summary  a  manner  as  possible  the  sub- 
stance of  his  communications  to  me. 

Having  the  map  of  the  '*  Treize  D^partemens  K^unies  '*  before  us,  he 
assiuned  the  fortresses  upon  the  Rhine  as  the  basis  upon  which  all  the  opera- 
tions for  the  defence  of  tiiis  country  must  principally  depend ;  but  referring 
to  their  number,  found  that  Mayence  and  Wesel  were  the  only  ones  that 
presented  the  necessary  points  d'appoi,  all  the  other  ones  being  in  so  ruined 
and  dilapidated  a  state  as  to  be  of  no  immediate  utility,  llie  distance 
between  Mayence  and  Wesel  he  explained  to  be  much  too  great  for  an  army 
to  be  able  to  operate  with  any  advantage  between  them ;  and  taking  it  up 
as  a  general  rule  that  three  days*  march  was  the  most  suitable  distance  at 
which  large  fortresses  could  be  placed  from  each  other,  he  found  Coblens 
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(with  Ehrenbreitstein)  at  the  confluence  of  the  Moselle  and  Rhine,  and 
CJologne  (so  important  from  its  extent  and  the  supplies  of  every  kind  it 
could  afford),  as  meeting  perfectly  every  view  that  could  be  desired  on  this 
point    These  ho  had  already  particularly  recommended  should  be  fortified. 

In  second  line  the  only  fortresses  that  presented  themselves  between  the 
Moselle  and  the  Meuse  were  Juliers  and  Maestricht.  Between  Luxembourg 
and  Coblenz  nothing  presented  itself;  and  viewing  the  situation  of  Luxem- 
bourg, placed  beyond  the  forests,  more  destined  naturally  to  be  a  frontier 
town  for  France  than  this  country,  within  two  short  days'  march  from 
Longwy  and  Thionville,  liable  to  have  its  communications  cut  off  in  the 
first  moment  of  hostility,  from  the  lateral  direction  of  the  principal  chaus- 
sdes  which  lead  to  it,  from  Treves  on  one  side  and  Namur  on  the  other, 
without  having  any  direct  road  in  its  rear  by  which  supplies  might  be  sent 
to  it,  he  judged  it  advisable  a  new  chauss^e  should  bo  immediately  com^ 
menced  through  the  forests  and  mountains  to  Cologne,  that  this  chau£8^o 
should  be  intersected  by  another  leading  from  Mayence  to  Namnr,  and  a 
new  fortress  built  at  the  point  of  intersection. 

Of  this  intended  fortress  he  had  already  a  plan  formed.  Its  situation  ho 
had  fixed  at  the  village  of  Schonfels. 

To  command  a  passage  at  all  times  across  the  Moselle  and  by  the  same 
road  which  was  to  lead  through  Schonfels,  he  proposed  besides  to  have 
erected  a  small  fort  at  Trarbach,  and  another  to  command  a  pass  through 
the  mountains  between  Mayence  and  Trarbach,  at  Kirchberg. 

This  would  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  fortresses  and  forts  which 
General  Miififling  conceived  necessary  to  have  established  in  the  country 
lying  between  the  Moselle  and  the  Meuse.  For  these  he  sussigned  garrisons 
in  nearly  the  following  proportion : — 

Men. 

Mayence       ..      .. 18,000 

Coblenz         8,000 

Cologne 10,000 

Wesel 6,000 

Juliers^ 4,000 

Schonfels      4.000 

Trarbach,  &o 2,000 

Luxembourg         12,000 

Total      64,000 


Supix)sing  a  General  to  have  the  command  of  an  army  of  80,000  men, 
he  might  readily  form  a  moveable  corps  of  30,000  by  placing  in  the  first 
instance  only  half  garrisons  in  the  fortresses  of  the  second  line,  and  one- 
third  even  in  those  of  the  third  line,  only  completing  them  in  proportion  as 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy  might  compel  him  to  recede.  With  this  corps  he 
might  make  a  stand  in  some  i)osition  connected  with  tlie  fortresses  until 
the  German  contingents  should  arrive,  and  until  the  Prussian  reserves  in 
particular  should  come  up. 

General  Muffling  seemed  to  disapprove  of  the  construction  of  any  new 
fortresses  between  Luxembourg  and  Namur,  considering  the  nature  of  the 
country  in  general  to  be  such  as  to  present  difficulties  enough  of  itself  to 
the  advance  of  an  enemy ;  but  if  no  fortresses  are  to  be  erected  in  that 
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direction,  it  appears  to  me  it  will  be  of  peculiar  importance  to  strengthen 
the  line  of  the  Mense  by  fortifying  in  the  strongest  manner  Huy  and  Li^ge, 
and  it  is  therefore  of  great  im2X>rtance  to  decide  with  whom  these  two 
places,  which  are  claimed  by  the  Dutch,  but  now  retained  by  the  Prussians, 
are  finally  to  rest.  The  i-cason  assigned  to  me  for  the  occu{)ation  of  Li^e 
is  that  the  Meuse  was  assigned  as  the  boundary  for  the  Prussian  and  Dutch 
armies,  and  that  the  Dutch  immediately  took  possession  of  Yenloo  beyond  it. 
Yenloo,  it  is  acknowledged,  was  an  ancient  Dutch  possession ;  but  in  the 
negotiations  at  Paris,  Holland  was  not  regarded  as  one  of  the  Allied  Powers. 
Her  claims  even  to  restitution  of  what  she  formerly  possessed  must  depend 
on  the  decisions  of  Congress. 

Lord  Clancarty  had  addressed  a  letter  to  General  Eleist  on  the  subject  of 
Lidge,  and  therefore  the  question  will  be  before  it. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  observe  that  Li^e  is  a  town  of  the  greatest 
importance,  having  a  large  cannon  foundry  and  manufactory  of  arms. 

General  Mtlffling  having  terminated  his  remarks  to  me  on  the  coimtry 
between  the  Moselle  and  Meuse,  I  requested  his  attention  to  the  Belgic 
provinces.  The  first  point  that  fell  under  consideration  was  Namur.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  height  on  which  the  citadel  once  stood 
should  be  enclosed  or  crowned  with  redoubts,  and  he  attached  peculiar 
importance  to  the  inmaediate  execution  of  the  works  necessary  for  it,  the 
cost  of  which  he  estimated  at  about  a  million  and  a  half  of  Prussian  dollars 
(250,000/.)  This  opinion  respecting  the  nature  of  the  works  to  be  con- 
structed you  will  find  to  accord  with  that  expressed  in  my  observations  on 
the  place.  I  obtained  from  him  a  copy  of  the  sketch  he  liad  himself  taken  of 
the  ground,  and  his  view  of  the  mode  of  fprtifyjng  it.  .  He  considered  five 
years  as  necessary  for  the  construction  and  complete  equipment  of  all  the 
fortresses  to  be  repaired  or  built  in  the  countries  which  Prussia  might 
occupy,  viz.,  three  years  to  build  and  arm  them,  so  that  their  defence  might 
be  with  confidence  imdertaken,  and  two  years  for  the  building  of  magazines, 
storehouses,  barracks,  &c. 

General  MtifiQing  had  not  visited  the  frontier  of  Belgium  beyond  Namur, 
and  could,  therefore,  offer  no  opinion  except  from  observation  of  the  map 
and  hearing  my  remarks  on  the  different  positions.  Mons,  Toumay,  and 
Ypres,  however,  he  seemed  to  consider  it  as  advisable  should  be  occupied  in^ 
force,  and  every  means  taken  to  secure  them  against  being  carried  by  a 
coup  de  main. 

Courtray,  from  its  situation  on  the  Lys  and  at  th(3  confluence  of  different 
chaus8<^  leading  to  Bruges,  Ghent,  Brussels,  Lisle,  and  Toumay,  he  con- 
sidered as  a  post  that  ought  to  be  secured,  if  the  nature  of  the  ground  could 
possibly  admit  it ;  and  he  manifested  a  preference  for  the  position  of  Courtray 
over  that  of  Menin,  as  an  enemy  in  the  attack  of  the  former  would  have 
his  flanks  much  more  exposed  both  from  Toumay  and  Ypres  than  in  that 
of  the  latter,  and  be  therefore  much  more  aiutious  of  commencing  his 
operations  in  that  quarter. 

Ath  he  seemed  to  think  also  might  merit  attention,  but  particularly 
Ghent,  if  its  great  extent  prevented  not  its  being  readily  fortified.  On  my 
explaining  to  him,  however,  the  situation  of  Ghent,  at  the  confluence  of 
two  navigable  rivers  and  two  canals,  tending  so  much  to  diminish  its 
attackable  front,  and  that  the  localities  in  other  points  presented  means  of 
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defence,  he  coincided  in  the  great  advantage  of  profiting  by  them ;  and  as 
be  is  to  proceed  in  a  few  days  to  Brussels  with  General  Elcist,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  get  him  to  visit  Ghent  and  obtain  his  final  opinion  upon  it. 

Adverting  to  the  aid  to  be  derived  from  Great  Britain  in  any  future  war 
in  this  country,  he  regarded  both  Ostend  and  Antwerp  as  points  of  the  last 
importance,  an  absolute  freedom  of  communication  between  Belgium  and 
England  being  the  best  means  of  security  the  former  could  obtain.  To  put 
the  security  of  this  communication  beyond  all  doubt,  and  to  enable  Great 
Britain  at  the  same  time  to  grant  with  the  best  effect  possible  the  means 
she  was  disposed  to  furnish,  he  thought  in  the  event  of  a  contest  she 
ought  to  demand  the  immediate  cession  to  her  '*  pro  tempore  "  of  the  island 
of  Walcheren,  which  with  Flushing,  Middleburg,  &c.,  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  her  principal  depot  and  the  point  where  she  could  best  combine  the 
means  for  assisting  the  Dutch  in  the  defence  of  their  former  or  newly- 
acquired  territory. 

I  have  thus  related  the  principal  part  of  the  conversation  held  with 
General  MUfiQing.  .  He  entered  into  much  fuller  details,  but  I  am  not  aware 
of  having  omitted  anything  essential. 

The  force  of  the  Allied  army  in  this  country  he  gave  me  as  follows : 

Left  Batik  ofikeBhine. 

1st  Prussian Coipsd'Armde..     ..     22,000  men;  of  whom  2900  cavaliy  and 

98  pieces  of  artilleiy. 
2nd  do.  do 25,000  men;  of  whom  3400  cavalry  and 

104  pieces  of  artilleiy. 
Sid  do.  do.      ..     94,000  men ;  of  whom  4800  eavalry  and 

108  pieces  of  artillery. 
8rd  Gennan  Corps  d*Arm^  con- 
sisting of  Saxons  and  the  Royal 
German  L^on 20,000  men ;  of  whom  2600  osvaliy  and 

80  pieces  of  artillery. 

Bight  Bank  of  (he  Bhme, 

4th  German Coipsd'Aim^..     ..     15,000  men;  of  whom  1200  caTalry  and 

24  pieces  of  artilleiy. 
5th  da  do.      ..     -     9000  men;  of  whom  500  cavaliy  and 

20  pieces  of  artilleiy. 
4th  Prussian  do.  do.     18,000  men ;  of  whom  1500  cavalry  and 

8  pieces  of  artillery. 
Prussian  Reserve  Corps       ..     ..     16,000  men  ;  of  whom  400  cavalry  and 

8  pieces  of  artillery. 
Total 101,000  men   on  the  left  hank  of  the 

Rhine. 
68,000  men  on  the  right  bank  of  the 

Rhine. 

The  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  left  bank,  it  results  from  the 
above,  is  390. 

The  corps  of  General  Tauenzien,  General  Mtlffling  told  me,  was  on  the 
Elbe,  occupying  Magdeburg,  Wittenberg,  Toigau,  &c.,  and  consisted  of 
60,000  or  60,000  men. 

It  is  proper,  however^  to  observe  that  the  numbers  of  the  different  corps 
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d'ann6e  are  taken  from  the  provision  lists,  and  that  some  deduction  must 
in  consequence  be  allowed  for. 

It  was  considered  that  a  very  considerable  deduction  would  take  place  from 
the  above  numbers  as  soon  as  the  tranquillity  of  a  general  peace  admitted  it, 
and  that  Prussia  might  not  in  such  case  have  more  than  30,000  men  in 
the  places  on  the  Lower  Rhine.  Greneral  Gneisenau  is  the  officer,  as  General 
Mtiffling  acquaints  me,  destined  to  have  the  command  of  the  army  on  this 
important  line,  as  soon  as  Congress  has  determined  all  the  limits,  and  that 
the  permanent  arrangements  are  to  be  made. 

Praying  you  to  excuse  any  inaccuracies  in  the  present  relation,  which  is 
given  to  you  during  the  haste  of  travelling,  and  the  writing  of  which  has 
suggested  to  me  several  questions  that  I  may  afterwards  put  to  General 
Milffling,  and  on  which  I  may  again  communicate, 

I  remain  always,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  most  faithful  servant, 

H.  Lowe. 


W.  WUberforce^  Esq.,  to  Field  Manhcd  the  Duke  of  WeUington. 

My  Lobd  Duke.  Sandgate,  Kent,  18th  Oct.,  1814. 

Owing  to  an  accidental  hindrance  I  did  not  till  this  morning  receive  your 
Grace's  most  obliging  communication  of  the  8th  instant. *  All  my  unwilling- 
ness (and  it  is  always  great)  to  trespass  on  your  Grace's  valuable  time 
would  scarcely  have  prevented  my  requesting  your  Grace's  acceptance  of 
my  best  thanks  for  your  very  obliging  and  gratifying  packet,  but  I  have  a 
fair  plea  for  taking  up  my  pen  in  having  to  request  your  Grace's  acceptance 
of  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Prince  de  Talleyrand  on  the  subject  of  the 
Slave-trade.  Most  thankfully  shall  I  avail  myself  of  the  offer  which  your 
Grace  has  made,  with  so  much  kind  cordiality,  to  distribute  my  printed 
letter,  and  I  shall  immediately  order  a  number  of  copies  to  be  transmitted 
to  your  Grace.  You  really  encourage  me  to  express  a  hope,  which  I  should 
not  otherwise  have  ventured  to  indulge,  that  your  Grace  will  be  so  obliging 
as  to  suggest  to  me  any  alterations,  either  in  the  way  of  addition,  or  correo- 
tion,  or  excision,  which  you  conceive  would  render  the  piece  more  likely  to 
be  useful  in  France.  If  I  had  thought  it  best  to  suit  it  exactly  to  the 
actual  state  of  public  opinion  in  Paris,  I  should  have  made  it  somewhat 
different ;  but  I  judged  it  most  prudent  to  calculate  as  well  as  I  could  on 
what  it  might,  I  hope  in  no  long  time,  become  in  certain  classes  of 
society.  I  return  your  Grace  many  thanks  (with,  I  assure  you,  a  deep 
feeling  of  your  kindness)  for  the  hint  you  have  given  me  concerning  the 
tone  of  our  English  papers^  I  will  end^Eivour  to  turn  it  to  account.  It  can 
scarcely  be  needful  for  me  to  assure  your  Grace  that  I  shall  always  feel  it 
my  duty  to  be  discreet  in  my  use  of  your  Grace's  name,  and  to  obe^e  most 
strictly  any  injunctions  of  secrecy  which  your  Grace  may  lay  upon  me. 
May  I  beg  your  Grace  to  do  me  the  honour  to  present  for  me  a  copy  of 
the  letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Rheims,  with  whom  I  had  the  honour  to 

*  See  WdUngtcn  Despatd^ei,  1st  edition,  vol.  xii.,  p.  141. 
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be  acquainted  when  I  was  Mr.  Pitt's  fellow-traveller  in  France  in  1783, 
and  your  Grace  will  best  know  whether  I  may  lay  a  copy  at  His  Majesty's 
feet.    It  might  be  rendered  less  improper  by  my  having  done  it  in  the  case 
of  my  former  work  some  time  previously  to  his  happy  restoration. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  regard, 
My  Lord,  your  Grace's  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

W.  WiLBKRFORCE. 

P.S. — ^I  ought  to  have  had  a  copy  for  your  Grace,  as  well  as  the  King, 
properly  bound,  but  really  a  week's  loss  of  time  would  be  ill  incurred  for 
such  a  purpose.    Your  Grace  will  excuse  the  unavoidably  rude  exterior. 
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20  Oct.,  1814. 

La  BavQre^  dans  ses  Bapports  avec  la  Cour  de  Vienne  et  les  Cours  AUiees. 

Pour  juger  la  situation  de  la  Bavi^re  et  scs  titres,  il  faut  remonter  k 
r^poque  du  traits  de  Ried. 
Co  traite  lui  assure — 

1.  Une  indemnity  complete,  et  calculi  sur  les  proportions  g^graphiques, 
statistiques,  et  financi^res  des  provinces  k  c^er. 

2.  II  lui  garantit  que  I'dquivalent  devait  former  une  contiguity  complete, 
et  non  interrompue ;  et  que 

3.  L'arrangement  ne  pourroit  se  faire  que  de  gr^  h  gr^  entre  les  deux 
puissances. 

On  se  rdftre  k  cet  effet  k  I'annexe  ci-jointc,  cot^  (A.)  La  conduite  mili- 
taire  dc  la  Bavi^re  en  suite  de  ce  traits,  conclu  dix  jours  avant  la  bataille 
de  Leipsig,  jusqu'k  I'entrde  des  Allies  k  Paris  en  1814,  est  trop  connue  pour 
qu'il  soit  u^cessaire  d'y  revenir.  C'est  elle  qui  enleva  par  une  marche 
rapide  tout  le  midi  de  I'Allemagne  \xmT  livrer  la  bataille  de  Hanau,  et  qui 
emp^ha  qu'une  neutrality  no  se  form&t  sur  les  bords  du  Rhin. 

La  Cour  de  Vienne  voulut  reconnoitre  ces  services.  Sentant  qu'elle  ne 
pouvait  demander  la  totalite  des  retrocessions  Bavaroises,  nomm^ment  Salz- 
bourg,  qu'en  ofifrant  les  plus  grands  avantagcs,  les  deux  Cours  arret^rent 
par  une  convention  signde  k  Paris  le  3  Juin,  1814,  et  dont  I'extrait  se  trouve 
cote  (B),  I'application  des  principes  renferm^s  dans  le  traits  do  Ried.  11  fut 
convcnu  que  le  Roi  de  Bavi6re  cdderoit — 

Le  Tyrol, 

Le  Voralberg, 

La  principaute  de  Salzbourg, 

Les  cercles  de  I'lnn  et  du  Hausruck, 
centre  les  Equivalents  les  plus  complets,  et  m^me  au  delk,  antant  que 
les  circonstances  le  permettroient.  A  cet  effet  S.M.I,  promettoit  d'employer 
«es  meilleurs  offices  pour  faire  entrer  dans  le  lot  de  la  Bavi^re,  outre  les 
principautEs  de  Wiirzbourg  et  d'Aschaffenbourg,  qui  furent  echang^s  sur 
le  champ  centre  le  Tyrol  et  le  Voralberg, 

1,  La  ville  et  place  de  Mayence,  avec  le  plus  d'Etendue  possible  sur  la 
rive  gauche. 
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2.  Le  comt^  de  Hanau,  avec  la  place. 

3.  Les  villes  de  Francfort  et  de  Wetzlar. 

4.  L*ancien  palatinat  du  Rhin,  sur  les  deiix  rives,  avec  les  commuiiica- 
tions  les  plus  directes  que  possible. 

II  fut  convenu  que  les  pays  de  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin  seraient  occup^ 
par  im  corps  dc  troupes  mixtc,  et  qu'ils  seroient  administr^  par  les  deux 
gouvememens  jusqu'aux  arraugemens  d^finitifs,  et  que  jusqu'a  c^tte  ^poquc 
la  forteresse  de  Kuffstein,  en  Tyrol,  resteroit  occup^e  par  les  troupes  Ba- 
varoises. 

Tellcs  ^toient  les  stipulations  qui  devoient  faire  la  base  de  la  reconstruc- 
tion Bavaroise. 

Le  Roi  voulant  donner  k  S.M.  I'Empereur  d'Autriche  des  preuves  non 
^uivoques  de  son  attachcment  et  de  sa  confiance,  devan^a  T^poque  fix^c 
de  la  cession  de  Kuffstein.  Sans  attendre  Tissue  des  n^gociatious,  il  lui  en 
fit  la  remise  par  une  lettre  autograplic,  fi  laquelle  ce  Souverain  r^pondit  i)ar 
des  tdmoignages  de  la  plus  grande  sensibility.  Lliistoire  de  la  diplomatic 
offre  pen  de  proc^6s  portant  un  tel  caract^re  de  loyaut^. 

Muni  de  ces  titrcs,  son  pMnipotentiaire  se  rendit  au  Congr^  de  Yiennc ; 
et  pendant  que  cbaque  jour  la  convention  arrSt^e  k  Paris  sonffroit  des  at- 
teintes,  le  Roi,  sans  s*en  oocuper,  ne  songea  qu*&  appuyer  de  tons  sesmoyens 
et  avec  le  plus  grand  ddsint^ressement  ime  cause  d^fendue  alors  avec  cba- 
leur  par  les  Cours  de  Londres  et  de  Vienne. 

Le  Congr^s  de  Vienne  touchoit  k  son  terme  lorsqu'on  r^gla  enfin  les  in- 
t^r6ts  de  la  Bavi^re,  la  convention  de  Paris  ^toit  an^antie  par  le  fait,  les 
objets  dont  on  avoit  dispose  n'existoient  plus  en  grande  partie.  La  Ck)ur 
de  Vienne,  p^n^tr^e  de  cet  ^tat  des  cboses,  se  contenta  k  demander  la  ces- 
sion des  cercles  de  I'lnn  et  du  Hausruck,  et  une  partie  de  Salzbourg,  pour 
avoir  ses  communications  avec  le  Tyrol. 

On  assigna  &  la  Bavi^iie  des  arrondissemens  pris  sur  les  pays  de  Wurtem- 
berg,  B^e,  de  Darmstadt,  et  de  Hesse-Cassel. 

Ces  Cours  devoient  recevoir  les  compensations  en  partie  par  des  revire- 
mens  et  en  partie  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin.  Mais  leur  opposition  sus- 
pend! t  Tex^ution  de  ce  troisi^me  arrangement.  En  attendant  Tinvasion 
de  Buonaparte  ayant  appelde  TEurope  aux  armes,  60,000  Bavarois  vol6rent 
k  la  ddfense  de  TAUemagne,  et  prirent  position  au  Rhin  jusqu^k  Tarrivde 
des  grandes  armies. 

II  est  prouvd  aujourd'hui,  par  des  recherches  financifercs,  que  le  dernier 
arrangement  n*offroit  k  la  Bavi^re  aucun  avantage  r^cl,  et  que  les  arron- 
dissemens, renfermans  en  plus  grande  partie  des  pays  dc  souveraiuctd  pos- 
s^d^  par  des  princes,  ne  compensaient  pas  les  riches  domaines  qui  se 
trouvoient  dans  les  cercles  de  VInn  et  du  Hausruck.  Mais  Salzbourg  etoit 
conserve :  c'^toit  une  consideration  qui  consoloit  de  la  perte  du  cercle  de 
rinn,  qui  avoit  fait  pendant  six  sidles  partie  int^grante  de  la  Bavi^re. 

On  dtoit  bien  loin  d'admettre  qu*au  moment  oh  ce  troisi6me  arrangement 
devenoit  inex^cutable  par  Topposition  des  Cours  qui  y  ^toient  int^rcss^es, 
le  Cabinet  de  Vienne,  demandant  les  rives  do  la  Salza  et  de  la  Saale  pour 
frontiferes,  dtenderoit  ses  vues,  non  sculeraent  sur  la  presquc  totality  du 
pays  dc  Salzbourg,  mais  mdme  sur  la  principaut^  dc  Berchtolsgaden,  dont 
la  Bavi^re  n*avoit  jamais  accord^  la  cession  dans  aucun  arrangement  ant^- 
rieur.  Jamais  celle-ci  ne  sauroit  porter  les  sacrifices  h  ce  point.  EUe  m-^ 
voque  le  traits  de  Ried,  qui  a  fait  la  base  de  ses  tTCiii«ajc^\\OTA« 
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A,  Ge  traits  lui  garantit  une  indemnity  complete,  calculi  sur  les  pro- 
portions g6ographique8,  statistiques,  et  financi^res. 

B,  II  lui  garantit  la  contiguity  de  ses  ^tats,  et 

C,  Des  arrangeraens  de  gr^  ^  gr^. 

Salzbourg,  Berchtolsgaden,  les  cercles  de  Tlnn  et  du  Hausruck,  ofirent  a 
peu  prfes  une  population  de  430,000  k  440,000  habitans.  La  position  gto- 
graphiquo  de  ces  pays,  riches  en  domaines,  en  fondations,  est  des  plus  avan- 
tageuscs.  Les  salines  de  Salzbourg  et  de  Berchtolsgaden  ont  fait  depuis 
des  si^cles  une  des  sources  les  plus  abondantes  de  la  prosp^rit^  Bavaroise. 
lis  n 'Stolen t  oxploit^s  sous  le  r^gne  des  Archdvdques  et  des  Princes  de 
Berchtolsgaden  que  pour  le  compte  de  la  Bavifere,  en  vertu  de  traits  qui  se 
datent  depuis  plusieurs  sidles. 

La  Gour  Impdriale  d'Autriche  ne  poss^da  ces  pays  que  pendant  quatre 
ann^es.  Cette  puissance,  si  forte  d'ailleurs,  ayant  le  Tyrol  et  le  Voralberg, 
qui  bordent  toute  la  partie  m^ridionale  de  la  Bavi^re,  tandis  que  par  la 
Bohdme  elle  pent  d^ucher  dans  les  provinces  de  Franconie,  n*a  siire- 
ment  pas  besoin  de  la  limite  de  Salzbourg,  englob^e  entre  le  Tyrol  et  les 
provinces  Autrichiennes.  Ce  n*est  point  Salzbourg,  c'est  toute  la  ligne  de 
rinn  qui  offre  les  grands  moyens  de  defense. 

Ce  n'est  point  la  Bavi^re  qui  pent  §tre  dangereuse  k  PAutriche.  Elle  ne 
demande  pas  mieux  que  de  s'unir  intim^ment  avec  ce  voisin.  Elle  ne  lui 
fera  pas  la  guerre.  Salzbourg  n*a  jamais  fait  un  obstacle  au  d^veloppement 
des  moyens  militaires  de  TAutriche ;  car  aussi  souvent  que  cette  Cour  se 
voyoit  menac^e  de  ce  cdt^,  ses  armies  avoient  oocup^s  le  coeur  de  la  Ba- 
viere,  avant  que  Buonaparte,  dont  la  c^^rit6  des  mouvemens  ^toit  cepen- 
dant  connue,  pent  arriver.  Aussi  la  Cour  de  Vienne  n'a-t-elle  demand^  ce 
pays,  qu'k  Paris,  lorsqu'elle  a  cm  pouvoir  procurer  des  Equivalents  pro- 
portionnEs  a  son  importance. 

Elle  a  senti  devoir  y  renoncer  k  Vienne.  Voudroit-on  balancer  4iujour- 
d*hui  la  mince  acquisition  de  Landau,  et  de  son  arrondissemeut,  avec  la 
pr^ieuse  possession  de  Salzbourg  ?  Pourroit-on  pr^tendre  que  la  Bavi^re 
c^a  une  masse  de  provinces  riches  qui  forment  le  plus  bel  arrondissement  k 
port^e  de  sa  capitale,  pour  se  contenter  d*un  Equivalent  dEtachE  du  corps  de 
I'Etat,  d'un  lambeau  de  pays  informe,  privE  de  domaines,  qui  exige  une  ad- 
ministration particuli^re,  qui  est  exposE  k  tons  les  orages  politiques,  et 
oti  le  tre'sor  de  TEtat  doit  payer  le  culte  et  Tinstruction  publique  ? 

Parmi  nombre  de  maisons  religieuses  qui  se  trouvent  k  Salzboiurg  il  est 
une  abbaye  qui  oflfre  seule  un  revenu  de  100,000  Ecus.  Certes !  ce  ne  sent 
pas  Ik  les  proportions  gEographique^,  statistiques,  et  financi^res,  ni  la  con- 
tiguite,  garanties  par  le  traitE  de  Hied. 

Si,  pour  simplifier  des  questions  devenues  odieuses  k  FAUemagne  par  les 
Eternels  reviremens  des  peuples,  la  Bavi^re  se  montre  disposEe  k  passer  le 
Rhin,  elle  est  en  droit  d*esp6rer  que  lui  sachant  grE  d'un  tel  dEvouement, 
et  qu'en  Egard  des  pertes  inseparables  d*une  telle  dEtermination,  on  limitera 
plus  tdt  ses  cessions  que  de  vouloir  les  Etendre. 

D'aprds  cet  exposE  la  Cour  de  Bavi^re,  forte  de  ses  traitEs  qui  n'admet- 
tent  que  des  arrangemens  de  grE  a  grE,  ne  pent  croire  qu'on  voulut  lui  im- 
poser  des  conditions  incompatibles  avec  les  engagemens  contractEs. 

Elle  se  pr§tera  k  tout  ce  qui  est  Juste  et  Equitable,  mais  jamais  elle  ne 
pent  sacrifier  des  intEr§ts  dont  dEpend  essentiellement  sa  conservation. 
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Le  Roi  ne  sauroit  se  persuader  qu*a  Tissue  de  deux  guerres,  entreprises 
pour  la  restauratiou  de  P^iiice  social  de  I'Europe,  il  soit  le  seul  de  tous  les 
Allies  qui  n'y  trouve  sa  garantie.  II  ne  peut  se  persuader  que  pour  prix  de 
la  oouduite  la  plus  noble  et  la  plus  loyale,  il  soit  le  seul  appeM  a  porter  des 
sacrifices,  et  que  pendant  qu*on  respecte  T^tat  de  possession  de  ses  voisins, 
on  veuille  porter  atteinte  au  sien,  qui  est  garanti  par  les  traits  les  plus 
solennels.  II  esp^re  que  les  vues  conciliatrices  des  Cours  Alli^es  pr^vien- 
dront  un  ^tat  de  choses  aussi  fftcheux.  II  en  appelle  k  la  foi  des  traitds 
renouveMs  par  son  acte  d*accession  k  Vienne. 

[Ekclobubes.] 
I. 
(A.)^Extra%t  des  Articles  AdditumneU  et  Secrets  du  TraitS  de  Ried, 

Abticlk  2. 

Sa  Blajest^  le  Roi  de  Bayi^  se  pr^tera  k  toutes  les  cessions  qui  seront  jug^ 
n^essaires  pour  assurer  aux  deux  ^tats  une  ligne  militaire  convenable. 

Art.  8. 

'  Sa  Majesty  TEmpereur  d*Autriche  s*engage  en  retour  pour  elle-m^me,  et  de 
concert  avec  ses  Allies,  2i  employer  son  intervention  la  plus  officAu^e,  et  s'il  en 
est  besoin  toutes  ses  forces,  k  I'effet  de  procurer  k  Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  de  BaTi^ro 
rindemnit^  la  plus  complete,  et  calculi  sur  les  proportions  gdographiques, 
statistiques,  et  financiftres  des  provinces  c^d^ :  la  dite  indemnity  devra  dtre  k 
la  biens^ance  du  royaume  de  Bayiere,  et  de  mani^  k  former  avec  lui  un  con* 
tigu  complet  et  non-interrompu. 

Art.  4. 

La  situation  g^graphique  des  deux  dtats  exigeant  une  nouvelle  demarcation 
entro  eux,  SJi.  Imp^riale  et  Apostolique  promet,  de  concert  et  sous  la  garantie 
des  puissances  alli^^  k  S.M.  Bavaroise  une  indemnity  pleine  et  enti5re  pour 
les  cessions  qu^en  suite  de  ce  principe  la  Bavi^re  seiait  dans  le  cas  de  faire  It 
r  Autriche.  Tout  arrangement  dans  I'^tat  de  possession  actuel  de  la  Baviero 
est  toutefois  express^ent  r^rv^  ^  I'dpoque  de  la  pacification  future,  et  ne 
pourra  avoir  lieu  que  par  un  arrangement  de  gr^  k  gr^  entre  les  deux  puis- 
sances. 

II. 
(B.) — Extrait  de  la  Convention  de  Paris,  signSe  le  3  de  Juin^  1814. 

Article  1. 

Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  de  Bavi^re  et  S.M.  Imp^iiale  et  Apostolique,  d^rant  pr^ 
venir  toute  m^ntelligence  qui  pourrait  naitre  d'une  fiausse  interpretation  des 
articles  secrets  du  traits  de  Ried,  et  de  confirmer  les  rapports  d'amiti^  et  de 
bonne  harmonic  qui  existent  entre  elles,  sont  convenns  de  donner  aux  articles 
2,  3,  et  4  du  dit  traits  I'application  suivante,  savoir  : — 

S.M.  le  Roi  de  Bavi^  s'engage  k  c^er  ^  S.M.  Imp^riale,  Royale,  et  Apoe- 
toliquo  le  Tyrol,  le  Voralberg,  la  Principaut^  de  Salzbourg,  telle  qu'elle  a  €i4 
poss^^e  par  le  dernier  Prince  Arch^veque,  li  Texception  du  baillage  de 
LaufTen  et  des  villages  situ^  sur  la  rive  gauche  de  la  Saale,  I'lnnviertel,  et  le 
cerole  de  Hausmck,  sauf  les  exceptions  et  les  modifications  dont  il«ii^1»aN.Tsv«ckr 
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tion  dans  Icb  articles  2  ct  4  de  la  prdsente  convention  ;  ct  d*autro  part  S.M. 
Imperiale,  Royale,  et  Apostoliqno  garantit  ^  S.M.  le  Roi  de  Bavibro  do  lui  faire 
avoir  lea  ck][uivalents  les  plus  complets  pour  Ics  dits  pays,  et  mdme  au  delli 
autant  qu'ollo  en  aura  les  moyens  ct  que  les  circonstances  permettront 


Art.  2. 

'  Les  hautes  puissances  contractantes  voulant  accdlerer  autant  qu'il  depend 
d'ellcs  lo  moment  oU  Tcxecution  de  Tarticle  1  pourra  avoir  son  effet,  aont 
convenues  que  S.M.  Impcriale,  Royale,  et  Apostolique  entrcra  en  possession  du 
Tyrol,  tol  qu'il  a  ^te  reuni  k  la  couronne  do  Bavibro  (k  Texception  du  baillago 
de  Vils  sauf  U  faire  de  cc  dernier  un  objet  d'arrangemont),  ainsi  que  du  Voral- 
bcrg,  h  Texccption  du  baillage  do  Wcslcr,  dans  lo  d^ai  de  15  jours  apr^s 
reclmngo  des  ratifications  de  la  prdsente  convention  ;  et  que  S.M.  lo  Roi  do 
Baviv^ru  sera  mis  k  la  mdme  epoquo  en  possession  du  Grand  Duchd  de  Wiirz- 
bourg  et  de  la  Priucipaute  d'Aschaffenbourg,  tels  qulls  ont  dtd  poss^ces  par 
leurs  demiers  Souvorains. 

Art.  3. 

Les  pays  situ^  snr  la  rive  gauche  du  Rbin,  entre  les  nouvelles  fW)ntibre8  do 
la  France  et  la  rive  droite  de  la  Moselle,  seront  occup^  jusqu'aux  arrangemens 
ddfinitifs  en  Allemagne  par  des  troupes  Bavaroises  et  Autricbiennes,  sous  les 
commandemens  sdpar^  de  leurs  gdn^ux  respectifs.  II  sera  nommd  une  com- 
mission mixte  pour  r^ler  tout  ce  qui  a  rapport  k  radministiation  civile  des 
dits  pays,  dont  les  revenus  seront  per9U8  pour  le  compte  des  deux  gouveme- 
mens  et  partag^  en  parties  ^les.  On  oonviendra  d'un  nombre  de  troupes 
qui  de  part  et  d*autre  devront  occuper  les  dits  pays. 


Art.  6. 

S.M.  Impcriale,  Royale,  ct  Apostoliqno,  voulant  donner  k  S.M.  le  Roi  de 
Buviero  des  preuves  de  Tintoret  qu'elle  mit  a  voir  sa  puiasance  assise  sur  des 
bases  solidcs,  promit  d*employcr  aos  meillcurs  offices  : 

1.  Pour  faire  cntrer  dans  lo  lot  dela  Bavibre  la  villo  et  place  de  Mayence,  et 
pour  faire  donner  aux  dtats  do  S.M.  le  Roi  de  Bavibre  le  plus  d'dtendue  pos- 
sible sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Rhin. 

2.  Pour  procurer  k  S.M.  le  Roi  de  Bavibre  le  comtd  do  Hanau,  ainsi  que  les 
villcs  et  tcrritoires  de  Francfort  et  Wetzlar,  en  rdservant  toutefois  k  la  pre- 
miere les  privileges  necessaires  k  la  liberU^  de  son  commerce. 

8.  Pour  faire  cntrer  dans  le  lot  de  la  Bavibre  lancien  palatinat  du  Rhin, 
S.M.  le  Roi  de  Bavibro  s'engageant  do  son  cotd  ii  so  prater  k  des  arrange- 
mens de  frontibre  qui  so  trouveroiont  6tre  d'uno  mutuoUe  convenanco  cntro 
elle  et  ses  voisins. 

4.  Pour  faciliter  les  arrangemens  do  cession,  d'dcbange,  et  autres  que  S.M. 
Bavaroiso  pourrait  desirer  faire  avec  les  dtats  voisins,  savoir,  avec  le  Roi  de 
Wurtemberg,  les  Grands  Dues  do  B4do  et  do  Darmstadt,  et  les  Princes  de 
Nassau,  pour  dtablir  des  communications  plus  dircctes  entro  ses  c^tats. 

Les  stipulations  du  present  article  s'appliqucnt  aux  petites  principaut^  qui 
se  trouveraicnt  placces  sur  les  ligncs  de  communication  entro  les  etats 
Bavaroises,  dans  la  supposition  qu'en  vertu  des  arrangemens  ddfinitifs  de 
r Allemagne  elles  fussont  m^iatisdes. 
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nr. 

Articles  AddUionnds, 

Article  1. 

La  forterease  do  Euffstein,  sans  y  comprondro  la  villc  du  mSme  nom,  restcra 
occup<^  par  les  troapes  Bayaroises  jusqu'aux  arrangemens  d^finitifs  entre  les 
deux  puissances. 

Art.  3. 

S.M.  Imp^riale,  Boyale,  et  Apostolique  fera  d^ommagcr  le  gonveraemcnt 
Bavarois  des  arranges  qui  lui  somicnt  dds  sur  los  impots  directs  des  depHrto- 
mens  Fran9ai8  qui  avoiont  dte  plac^  sous  son  administration  duraiit  la  guerre, 
dans  les  proportions  qu*elle  en  sera  dcdommagee  elle-mdme  par  le  gouveme- 
mont  Fran9ai8. 

Les  presents  articles  additionnels  auront  la  mdme  force  et  valcur  que  s*ils 
e'toient  insffres  mot  k  mot  2i  la  convention  de  co  jour.  Us  scront  ratifi^  et  les 
ratifications  en  seront  ^chang^es,  en  mdme  temps. 

En  foi  de  quoi  les  pl^nipotentiaires  respectifs  les  ont  signcs  et  y  ont  api)os(^ 
le  cachet  de  leurs  armcs. 

Fait  k  Paris,  le  3  Juin,  1814. 

Le  Feld-Marecbal  Prince  de  Whede.  Lo  Prince  de  Metternich. 

[LJ.]  [L.S.] 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  20th  Oct.,  1814. 

You  see  we  are  still  at  anchor.  The  Emperor  is  beset  by  the  Poles,  and 
has,  I  fear,  embarrassed  himself  by  promises.  If  I  could  bring  Austria  and 
Prussia  fairly  to  bear  upon  him,  I  think  we  should  yet  get  a  tolerably  good 
frontier  from  him. 

I  am  sorry  the  King  of  France  makes  such  a  point  of  Saxony.  It  prevents 
a  real  union  in  Germany,  and  there  is  nothing  in  it  prejudicial  to  the  general 
interests  of  Europe,  however  it  may  bear  hard  upon  the  family.  I  send  a 
memorandum  upon  this  point,  which  may  enable  you  to  soften  some  of 
Blaca8*8  scruples.  Prussia  certainly  had  every  reason  to  look  to  it  during 
the  war  as  her  own.  Our  misfortune  is,  that  the  Powers  all  look  to  points 
instead  of  the  general  system  of  Europe,  which  makes  an  endless  complica- 
tion. You  know  that  Prussia  may  be  brought  forward.  I  have  gone  so 
far  with  Talleyrand  as  to  tell  him  that  I  do  not  despair  of  her  being  useful, 
if  properly  managed ;  but  wo  must  not  commit  Hardenberg. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  most  sincerely  yours, 

Castlvreaqh. 

[Enolosurb.] 

17th  Oct.,  1814. 

It  is  supposed  that  an  intention  exists  to  incorporate  Saxony  with  Prussia 
in  order  to  enable  the  latter  Power  to  form  a  barrier  for  the  security  of  thu 
north  of  Germany. 
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The  policy  as  affecting  the  result  of  such  a  measure  is  admitted ;  the 
means  only  are  objected  to. 

It  is  contended  that  a  measure  of  such  severity  to  the  House  of  Saxony, 
the  criminality  of  whoso  conduct  can  only  be  imputed  to  necessity,  and  not 
to  principle.^is  not  consistent  with  the  more  lenient  conduct  observed  to  other 
Powers  who  have  acted  against  the  cause  of  Europe  from  similar  constraint, 
and  is  irrcconcileable  with  the  principles  of  justice. 

Let  us  examine  the  case.  The  King  of  Saxony,  from  the  zeal  with  which 
he  engaged  in  the  cause  of  Buonaparte,  became  his  principal  favourite,  and  was 
distinguished  by  him  in  the  annexation  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  to  his  crown, 
by  which  the  frontier  of  Austria  was  imcovered  and  Prussia  subjected  to 
French  control,  and  a  way  opened  into  the  heart  of  Russia. 

Upon  the  expulsion  of  the  French  &om  Russia,  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  fell 
into  the  military  occupation  of  Russia. 

When  the  Allied  arms  succeeded  in  driving  the  French  army  in  the  field 
beyond  the  Oder  and  the  Elbe,  and  advanced  into  the  heart  of  Saxony,  the 
King  of  Saxony  retired  into  the  Austrian  territories  (Austria  being  at  that 
period  engaged  in  a  mediation  for  peace),  without  allowing  his  troops  to  assist 
the  Allies,  and  evinced  a  disposition  to  join  the  policy  of  Austria ;  but  no 
sooner  did  the  armies  of  Buonaparte  again  advance  than  he  joined  the  French 
with  all  his  powers  and  zeal,  and  co-operated  in  the  measures  which  led  to 
the  defeat  of  the  Allies  and  their  repulse  to  the  Oder.  By  the  junction  of 
Austria  to  the  Allies,  after  a  fruitless  negotiation,  the  French  armies  were  at 
length  driven  beyond  the  Rhine,  Saxony  was  totally  conquered,  and  the  King 
himself  made  prisoner. 

Is  it  unjust  that,  after  all  the  efforts  of  the  Allies  for  the  cause  of  Europe, 
they  should,  within  certain  limits,  be  compensated  for  their  risks  and  for 
their  losses  ? 

No  one  is  so  unreasonable  as  to  maintain  such  a  principle. 

How  then  ought  they  to  be  compensated,  but  at  the  expense  of  those 
Powers  who  were  aggrandized  in  consequence  of  their  zeal  for  the  common 
enemy,  and  who  refused  to  join  the  common  cause  for  liberating  Europe 
when  a  fair  opportunity  presented  itself?  And  this  is  the  peculiar  case  of 
the  King  of  Saxony  as  distinguished  from  other  Sovereigns. 

It  is  said  the  King  willingly  relinquishes  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  as  he  can 
have  no  right  or  claim  to  retain  after  reconquest  what  he  gained  by  conquest 
only.    This  suggestion  is  not  to  be  heard. 

But  if  it  is  admitted  that  the  Allies  are  to  be  compensated,  and  if  this  claim 
is  specially  asserted  and  admitted  in  favour  of  Russia,  where  can  Russia  be 
compensated  but  in  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  and  how  can  she  be  compensated 
in  that  Duchy  without  the  spoliation  of  Prussia  ? 

And  how  can  Prussia  be  indemnified,  first,  for  that  compensation ;  and 
secondly,  for  her  exertions  and  losses  in  the  common  cause  ? 
'   It  is  evident  that  if  indemnified  at  all,  if  compensated  at  aU,  it  must  be  from 
the  dominions  of  some  other  Power. 

On  whom  then,  in  point  of  justice,  can  that  indemnity  and  compensation 
fall  so  properly  as  on  that  Power  who  was  the  first  and  chief  instrument  in 
the  dismemberment  of  her  States,  and  by  subsequent  tergiversation,  or  pusil- 
lanimity, or  ambition,  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  loss  she  has  experienced 
in  recovering  parts  of  them  ? 

How  many  Powers,  how  many  Princes,  have  been  divested  of  their  dominions 
and  rights,  who  have  deserved  better  of  Europe  than  Saxony  I 

Why  is  their  cause  to  be  passed  over  and  forgotten,  and  that  of  Saxony, 
certainly  the  most  criminal  and  the  least  pardonable,  to  be  upheld  ? 


Oct.,  1814.         CLAIM  OF  PRUSSIA  UPON  SAXONY.  359 

Bnssia,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  is  to  be  compensated,  and  can  only  bo 
compensated,  at  the  expense  of  Pmssia,  whose  exertions  and  sufferings  in 
proportion  to  her  means  have  been  greater  in  the  cause  of  Europe  than  those 
of  any  other  Power ;  but  Prussia  is  not  to  be  compensated  at  the  expense  of 
Saxony,  the  greatest  enemy  in  Germany  of  the  common  cause,  although  such 
a  compensation  would  be  the  only  one  which  could  in  any  degree  indemnify 
her  for  the  cessions  she  is  to  make  of  her  former  possessions  in  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw,  and  enable  her  to  form  a  barrier  for  the  security  of  the  North,  or  place 
her  in  the  same  relative  state  which  she  before  enjoyed. 

If  Russia  is  thus  to  be  compensated  from  an  ally,  why  not  Prussia  from  an 
enemy  ?  If  Russia  is  to  bo  aggrandized  at  the  expense  of  the  Power  who  has 
served  the  cause  of  Europe  most,  why  is  not  Prussia  to  be  aggrandized  at  the 
expense  of  a  Power  who  has  most  injured  her? 

It  is  impossible  to  overturn  this  reasoning  but  by  arguments  which,  by 
destroying  the  right  and  claim  of  the  dehverers  of  Europe  for  any  compensa- 
tion, holds  out  the  greatest  temptation  to  every  Power  to  desert  it  upon  every 
suggestion  of  danger  or  speculation  of  aggrandizement 

By  every  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  the  King  of  Saxony  has  lost  all  his 
rights ;  and  where  no  right  intervenes,  the  law  of  public  convenience  and 
public  utility  takes  place,  which  can  only  be  controlled  by  motives  of  cle- 
mency.   I  say  can  only  be  controlled,  for  they  are  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  it. 

The  King  of  Saxony  has  no  right  to  indemnity  or  to  restoration :  he  may 
have  a  claim  on  the  lenity  of  his  conquerors ;  and  if  they  offer  him  a  compen- 
sation in  any  other  part  of  Europe  for  what,  by  his  conduct,  he  has  forfeited, 
should  he  complain  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  offer,  and  reject  it,  he  can  only 
complain  upon  the  ground  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  offer  made  to  him,  not  of 
its  injustice. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  the  defence  of  the  King  of  Saxony  for  his  conduct  is 
that  which  would  subject  every  officer  commanding  a  fortress  to  be  shot. 
His  defence  for  rejoining  the  cause  of  Buonaparte  after  retiring  from  it  is,  that 
ho  acted  in  consequence  of  his  threat  to  lay  waste  his  country  and  bum  his 
capital ;  yet  this  was  at  a  period  when  the  Allied  armies  were  yet  in  posses- 
sion of  his  capital  and  great  part  of  his  dominions.  At  such  a  period  he  rests 
his  apology  upon  his  terrors.  He  prefers  regaining  his  kingdom  by  the  arms 
of  Buonaparte  rather  than  defending  it  by  uniting  his  arms  with  those  of  the 
Allies ;  by  the  assistance  of  the  Power  that  was  marching  to  destroy,  instead 
of  the  aid  of  the  Allies  who  were  resolved  to  deliver  Europe.  He  pleads 
necessity  where  choice  was  in  his  power.  When  the  chance  of  success  was  even 
in  liis  favour  if  he  joined  the  Allies,  he  alleges  the  certainty  of  destruction  if 
he  did  not  act  against  them,  and  states  the  recovery,  of  his  dominions  as  his 
solo  motive  for  action,  wishing  indeed  for  the  cause  of  Europe,  but  deter- 
mined to  hazard  nothing  for  its  deliverance ;  and  as  ready  to  destroy  as  to 
save  her,  so  long  as  he  could  hope  to  secure  his  own  personal  interests. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingtcn, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  20th  Oct.,  1814. 

There  are  two  points  in  your  Grace's  letter  upon  which  I  wish  to 
remark,  though  I  doubt  not  you  will  receive  satisfactory  instructions 
before  this  from  London. 

The  first  regards  the  claim  put  forward  by  the  French  government,  that 
debts  incurred  and  outstanding  for  the  share  of  the  vessels  and  atoreft 
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which  fall  to  Holland  are  to  be  defrayed  by  Holland.  Such  a  construction 
of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  would  suppose  that  it  had  been  stipulated,  not  that 
Holland  should  have  a  third  of  the  ships  and  stores,  but  that  she  should  be 
allowed  to  purchase  a  third.  If  such  an  idea  had  been  in  contemplation 
at  the  time  the  treaty  with  France  was  made,  the  treaty  would  have  been 
worded  accordingly,  and  arrangements  made  with  respect  to  the  debts  suj)- 
posed  to  be  incurred  or  outstanding  at  the  time.  No  such  words  were 
introduced,  and  it  necessarily  follows  that  no  supplementary  demand  can 
be  admitted  which  the  treaty  does  not  warrant,  and  the  admission  of  which 
would  entirely  change  its  substance  and  value. 

The  second  ix)int  is  the  demand  made  by  France  for  the  arrears  of  con- 
tributions levied  upon  Hamburgh  during  war,  and  not  paid. 

Such  a  demand  is  contrary  to  the  principle  upon  w^hich  contributions 
are  levied  and  justified.  The  right  of  levying  contributions  arises  from  a 
state  of  war,  and  is  determined  by  it.  Directly  uix)n  peace  being  made,  all 
the  rights  of  belligerents  cease  except  as  they  are  i^eserved  by  treaties,  and 
the  natural  rights  of  territorial  independence  revive.  No  engagements 
made  by  a  conqueror  in  war  for  the  purposes  of  war  are  binding  on  the 
return  of  peace,  unless  formally  revived  and  renewed  by  specific  articles  in 
a  treaty  of  peace. 

This  reasoning,  however  apparently  conclusive  in  general,  is  subject  to 
so  many  difficulties  and  exceptions  that  some  wTiters  admit  that  contribu- 
tions imposed  and  not  paid  are  due  even  after  a  peace ;  and  it  is  for  this 
reason  that  special  pro\'ision  is  usually  made  in  treaties  on  the  subject. 
Accordingly,  the  18th  Article  of  the  French  treaty  is  express  on  the  point. 
By  the  former  part  of  it,  the  Allies  renounce  all  claims  on  account  of 
contracts,  supplies,  &c.,  on  France  from  1792  ;  and  by  the  latter,  France 
renounces  every  claim  which  might  be  brought  forward  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple against  the  Allies. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  Hamburgh  had  rescued  herself  from  the 
dominion  of  France,  had  joined  the  Allies,  and  become  a  i>arty  with  them  ; 
that  she  fought  with  the  Allies,  and  in  defence  of  herself,  aided  by  the 
Allies,  was  taken  by  the  arms  of  France. 

Your  Grace  will  further  observe  that  the  stipulations  in  favour  of  the 
Bank  of  Hamburgh  are  special  exceptions  to  the  agreement  made  by  the 
18th  Article,  and  confirm  the  reasoning  that  debts  incurred  and  unpaid 
under  war  contributions  or  confiscations  cannot  be  regularly  and  unques- 
tionably demanded  after  a  peace,  unless  provisions  are  made  for  Uiat 
purix)se  respecting  them  in  a  treaty  of  peace. 

Believe  me  to  be  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  sincerely  yours, 

Castlebeaoh. 


Viscount  Casllereagh  to  the  Emperor  of  JiusMia, 

SiBE,  Vienna,  20th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  have  the  honpur  to  submit  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  the  communica- 
tion received  in  January  Last  from  Lord  Cathcart ;  also  an  extract  from  the 
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Ck)nvention  of  1797,  which  ought  to  have  accompanied  the  papers  which  I 
had  the  honour  of  delivering  to  your  Imperial  Majesty. 

I  am,  Sire,  with  the  utmost  deference. 

Your  Imperial  Majesty's  most  respectful  servant, 

Cabtlereagh. 


[Enclosubes.] 

I. 
lAjrd  Caihcart  to  Viscount  CasUereofjh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Basle,  16th  Jan.,  1814. 

The  moBsonger  Williams  brought  me  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  8th  this 
morning  early. 

The  Emperor  has  already  made  every  arrangement  to  proceed  this  day  to 
(ivertake  the  army,  and  His  Imperial  Majesty's  head-quarters  will  ho  this 
night  at  Delle,  tomorrow  at  Montbeillard,  and  the  19th,  at  furthest,  at  Yesoul, 
at  wliich  place  you  may,  if  you  tliink  proper,  overtake  him. 

Pozzo  is  not  yet  arrived.  The  Emperor  has  charged  me  to  express  to  you 
his  regret  that  he  cannot  await  your  Lordship's  arrival  here,  and  that  there 
are  important  considerations  which  oblige  him  to  go  away  from  the  conversa- 
tion he  was  so  anxious  to  have  with  you  on  your  arrival.  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  however,  trusts  that  you  will  bear  in  mind  the  principles  w)iich  dic- 
tated the  request  I  have,  by  various  messengers,  stated  on  his  part  concerning 
your  first  audience. 

Ho  is  aware  that  you  cannot  now  avoid  going  into  business  with  the 
Ministers  you  will  find  here,  but  he  requests  that  you  will  leave  a  place  in  the 
opinions  you  may  be  led  to  form,  and  particularly  in  any  communications  of 
them  you  might  be  disposed  to  make,  for  the  results  of  the  conversation  His 
Imperial  Majesty  hopes  to  have  with  you  at  an  early  day  on  several  most 
important  topics. 

The  first  of  these  is  that  of  negotiation. 

The  general  sentiments  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  are  to  avoid  incurring  the 
charge  of  neglecting  to  make  peace  when  a  favourable  opportunity  presents 
itself,  but  to  avoid  precipitation,  and  to  weigh  well  the  question  whether  moro 
should  not  previously  be  done  by  arms. 

2ndly.  To  treat  for  peace  pure  and  simple,  proposing  boundaries,  and  re- 
ducing the  question  to  a  categorical  answer — Yes  or  No ;  and  avoiding  mixing 
in  this  negotiation  those  questions  which  belong  to  tlie  Allies  themselves, 
towards  ensuring  the  proper  balance  of  power  and  securities  for  the  duration 
of  peace. 

On  this  latter  subject  His  Imperial  Majesty  is  desirous  that  you  should 
reserve  yourself  for  a  conversation  with  him,  and  you  will  find  the  Emperor 
equally  impressed  with  a  notion  of  the  importance  of  postponing  for  the 
present  all  complicated  questions  on  this  subject. 

I  know  the  principal  topics  have  been  named  to  you :  Saxony  forms  the 
principal  feature.  The  greatest  nicety  may  be  required  to  adjust  that  question 
between  Austria  and  Prussia. 

Russia  renounces  all  idea  of  extension  to  the  Vistula  in  &vour  of  Prussia, 
but  wiU  look  to  the  demolition  of  the  Duchy  and  to  the  acquisition  of  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  her  purpose. 

Oathcabt. 
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Copie  de  V Article  sS^parS  et  secret  de  la  Convention  signde  a  PHersbourg  le 
26  (15)  Janvier,  1797,  entre  les  trots  Puissances  copartageantes. 

La  n^essite  d'abolir  tout  ce  qui  peut  rappeler  lo  souvenir  dc  rexistenco 
du  Royaumo  do  Polog^o,  lorsque  ran^antissemcnt  do  oe  corps  politique  est 
offectu^  ayant  ^te  rcconnu  par  les  deux  Cours  Imp^riales  aussi  bien  que  par 
Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  do  Prusse,  les  hautes  parties  contractantos  sont  oonyenues  et 
s'engagont  de  ne  jamais  faire  inserer  dans  leur  intituld  et  rcspectivement  pour 
les  trois  Cours  la  denomination  ou  designation  cumulative  de  Royaiune  de 
Pologne,  qui  demeurera  d6s  k  present  et  pour  toujours  supprim^e  ;  toutefois  11 
leur  sera  Ubre  d'employer  les  titres  partiels  qui  leur  appartiennent  respective- 
mont  du  chef  des  differentes  provinces  de  co  Royuume  qui  sont  pass^es  sous 
leur  domination. 

Le  present  Article  aura  la  m^e  force  et  valeur  que  s'il  etait  insert  de  mot 
k  mot  dans  la  convention,  et  les  ratifications  en  seront  echang^es  de  la  mdme 
mani^re  et  dans  les  memos  d^lais  que  celles  de  la  prdsente  convention. 

En  foi  de  quoi  nous  plenipotentiaires  avons  signd  le  present  Article  sdpare  et 
secret,  et  y  avons  fait  apposer  le  cachet  de  nos  armes. 

Fait  &  St.  Petersbourg  le  26  (15)  Janvier,  1797. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Liverpool,  Vienna,  20th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  don't  know  that  I  can  add  anything  worth  mentioning  to  my  official 
report,  nor  can  I  give  you  any  insight  either  as  to  the  turn  things  will 
take,  or  the  time  we  shall  employ  here.  Hitherto  the  great  armies  have 
been  manceuvring  without  firing  a  shot,  and  I  am  a  little  out  of  patience 
at  this  waste  of  time.  Whilst  we  were  actually  at  war,  events  hurried  even 
the  most  temporizing  to  a  decision ;  at  present  the  irresolute  and  speculating 
have  full  scope  to  indulge  their  favourite  game.  I  see  now  no  chance  of 
anything  decisive  being  effected  before  the  24th,  wlien  the  Sovereigns  go  to 
Bude.  They  will  return  on  the  29th,  which  will  not  leave  much  time  for 
business  before  we  shall  have  again  to  explain  ourselves  to  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries at  large.    As  yet  we  have  no  progress  to  report. 

I  observe  Yansittart  has  made  some  communication  to  the  Bank  with 
respect  to  not  wanting  money  before  Christmas.  I  hope,  however,  you 
will  secure  such  a  power  from  Parliament  as  may  enable  you,  if  necessary, 
to  postpone  the  meeting  after  the  holidays  to  a  later  period  than  your 
private  letter  calculates  upon.  You  may  rest  assured  that  if  matters  tralnent 
en  longueur  here,  it  will  not  be  my  fault ;  but  if  so,  my  withdrawing  might 
be  disadvantageous,  and  a  premature  discussion  in  England  prejudicial  on 
either  the  Continental  or  American  negotiations.  I  hope,  therefore,  you 
will  be  enabled  to  keep  the  discretion  in  your  own  hands  of  not  meeting 
till  late  in  February,  if  general  politics  render  such  a  measure  advisable. 

Ever,  my  dear  Liverixx)!,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Castlereagb^ 

I  have  no  answer  yet  from  Talleyrand  to  my  Slave  Trade  note. 
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2%e  Prince  of  Orange  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  Lobo  Due,  La  Haye,  le  21  Octobre,  1814. 

Je  vous  suis  infiniment  oblig^  de  la  complaisance  que  vous  avez  eu  d'en- 
tretenir  mon  fib  aind  avant  de  vous  s^parer  &  Courtray  sur  les  objets  que 
j'avois  piis  la  liberty  de  soumettre  k  voire  attention.  Si  je  suis  charm^  de 
pouvoir  lui  rendre  t^moignage  qu*il  a  eu  ^gard  &  vos  conseils,  vous  excuserez, 
je  me  flatte,  a  la  sollicitude  patemelle  de  regretter  que  ce  ne  soit  pas  au 
point  que  je  Vaurois  d^ir^.  Je  prends  en  consequence  la  liberty  d»  re- 
courir  a  vous  dans  Tespoir  que  de  temps  k  autre  yous  voudrez  continuer  a 
venir  k  son  assistance.  La  facility  de  caract^rc  de  Guillaume,  et  sa  Mg^ret^, 
me  font  toujonrs  craindre  qu'il  ne  s'occupe  pas  suffisamment  de  sa  position 
actuelle,  ct  oublie  cellc  k  laquellc  il  s'est  appeM ;  et  je  crains  que  Tid^ 
d*§tre  k  m§mo  de  la  remplir  lui  fasse  n^gliger  de  se  procurer  les  moyens  de 
la  faire  dignement. 

Agr6ez  Tassurance  de  la  ixh&  haute  consideration  avec  laquelle  je  suis, 
my  Lord  Due, 

Votre  trte  aflFectionne', 

GUILLAUME. 


TAe  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Duke,  i^Fife  House,  2l8t  Oct,  1814. 

I  think  it  material  to  inform  you  that  whilst  I  was  at  Walmer  a  Mons. 
de  Facbaze  arrived  in  this  country  from  St.  Domingo,  upon  a  special  mis- 
sion from  the  President  Petion.  Lord  Bathurst  saw  him  before  I  returned 
to  town,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  him  yesterday.  He  brought  full 
powers  and  instructions  with  him  from  Petion  to  negotiate  any  treaty  with 
us,  x)olitical  or  commercial,  which  we  might  be  desirous  of  concluding. 
We  both  of  us  explicitly  informed  him  that  we  could  not  receive  his  full 
powers,  or  acknowledge  him  as  an  accredited  agent;  that  our  relations 
with  the  French  government  were  of  that  nature  that  we  could  in  no  way 
interpose  between  any  measures  that  might  be  taking  for  renewing  the 
connexion  between  the  present  French  government  and  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo ;  but  that  we  were  ready  to  receive  any  information  from  him 
which,  as  an  individual,  he  might  be  disposed  to  give  us. 

He  communicated  to  me  very  fully  yesterday  all  the  circumstances 
which  are  connected  with  the  present  state  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo. 
He  represents  the  differences  between  Christophe  and  Petion  to  be  irrecon- 
cileable ;  but  that,  although  no  treaty  of  peace  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be, 
concluded  between  them,  there  are  no  existing  hostilities.  He  says  that 
if  a  French  army  were  to  arrive  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  either  power, 
the  other  would  feel  a  common  interest  in  repelling  the  attack,  even  if  no 
concert  should  be  established  between  them.  He  represents  Christophe  as 
a  sanguinary  tyrant,  and  Petion,  by  whom  he  is  accredited,  as  a  mild  and 
humane  man,  and  very  much  beloved  in  the  part  of  the  colony  over  which 
the  authority  of  his  government  is  established.  I  observed  from  a  part 
of  his  instructions,  which  he  read  to  me,  that  the  indispensable  condition 
of  any  negotiation  was  the  independence  of  St«  Domta^\  «A\vcsk^Ri^A^ 
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fied  from  his  conversation  that  the  King  of  France  would  have  no  chance 
of  estahlishing  even  a  nominal  authority  except  upon  the  basis  of  acknow- 
ledging the  present  state  of  property  and  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  St.  Domingo.  I  do  not  think  it  quite  clear,  from  the  answers 
which  he  made  to  some  questions  which  I  put  to  him,  that  a  negotiation 
might  not  be  opened  by  the  King  of  France  on  such  a  basis  as  that  last 
mentioned.  I  am  inclined,  liowever,  to  believe  that  it  would  not  lead  to 
any  satisfactory  result,  and  that  nothing  short  of  absolute  independence 
would  satisfy  either  of  the  i)arties  who  have  the  government  of  the 
island  at  present  in  their  hands.  He  seems  to  have  no  apprehension  that 
any  force  the  King  of  France  could  send  could  succeed  in  conquering  the 
island. 

He  left  St.  Domingo  before  the  return  of  the  King  of  France  was  known, 
but  at  a  time  when  that  event  was  generally  expected. 

I  recommended  to  him  strongly  to  go  to  the  Comte  de  la  Chartre,  and  to 
state  to  him  explicitly  all  that  he  had  communicated  to  me.  He  said  his 
full  powers  and  instructions  did  not  authorise  him  to  have  any  communica- 
tion with  the  French  government.  I  replied  that  those  instructions  were 
given  under  other  circumstances,  but  that  I  did  not  see  any  reason  why  he 
should  not  now  make  such  a  communication  as  could  not  compromise  his 
government,  and  might  contribute  to  avert  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
might  be  equally  detrimental  to  all  parties.  He  told  me  he  would  reflect 
on  the  advice  I  had  given  him,  and  that  he  might  probably  soon  receive 
further  communications  from  his  government  which  might  relieve  him 
from  the  difficulties  which  he  at  present  felt  on  this  subject. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  apprise  you  without  delay  of  all  that  has 
passed  on  this  occasion,  not  for  the  purpose  of  your  originating  any  com- 
munication with  the  French  government  upon  it  at  this  time,  but  in  order 
that  you  may  be  able  to  obviate  any  misrepresentations  if  the  arrival  of 
Mens,  de  r'acbaze  in  England,  and  the  cause  of  his  coming,  should  in  any 
way  be  known  to  the  French  government.  I  should  add  that  Mons.  de 
Facbaze  ap^jcars  to  me  a  very  sensible  and  intelligent  man. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Liverpool. 


The  Prince  of  Orange  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord  Due,  La  Haye,  Ic  21  Octobre,  1814. 

Au  moment  de  mon  depart  de  Bruxelles  j'ai  re9U  la  lettre  que  vous  avez 
eu  la  bont^  de  m'^rire,  ainsi  que  la  me'moire  concemant  la  defense  des 
Pays-Bos.  Je  n'ai  eu  que  le  tcms  de  charger  mon  fils  a!n^  de  vous  en 
accuser  la  reception,  et  de  donner  au  Ge'n^ral  Krayenhof  les  ordres  n^s- 
saires  pour  qu'il  mette  les  Ing^nieurs  sous  ses  ordres  a  I'ouvrage,  afin  de 
former  les  projets  et  devis  pour  preparer  son  execution,  me  rdservant  de 
vous  adresser  i)lus  tard  mes  remercimens  pour  la  communication  de  ces 
pifeces,  ainsi  que  de  la  lettre  a  Lord  Bathurst,  dont  le  contcnu  est  une  nou- 
velle  preuve  de  TinterSt  que  vous  iwrtez  aux  Pays-Bas.  Arriv^  depuis 
trois  jours  a  la  Haye,  je  m'empreBse  de  profiter  du  premier  instant  dis- 
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ponible  pour  voiis  t^moigner  ma  reconnoissance,  et  prends  en  mdmo  terns 
la  liberty  de  fixer  encore  votre  attention  snr  la  frontibre  k  la  rive  droite  de 
la  Meuse,  la  silret^  des  Pays-Bas  paroissant  d^pendre  principalement  des 
mesures  qui  seront  prises  au  Congr^  de  Vienne  pour  assurer  leur  fianc 
gauche.  J'ai  lieu  de  pr^umer,  my  Lord  Due,  que  vous  avez  connoissance 
des  m^moires  que  le  Prince  de  Hardenberg  a  communique  4  Lord  Castle- 
reagh.  lis  portent  la  date  du  28  Avril  et  28  Septembre.  Si,  d'apr6s  le 
contenu  du  premier,  les  forteresses  de  Juliera  et  de  Luxembourg  ^toient  des- 
tines a  tomber  en  partage  a  la  Hollande,  le  second  leur  en  soustrait  la  }X)s- 
session  pour  les  remettre  h  la  Prusso  et  a  la  Bavi&re,  sous  pr^texte  que  la 
defense  des  Pays-Bas  est  plus  assure  en  la  fiEiisant  dependro  de  la  bonne 
volonte  de  la  Bavi^re  et  de  la  Prusse  qu'en  mettaut  cet  etat  dans  la  position 
d'etablir  son  propre  syst^me  de  defense,  et  d'op^oser  une  resistance  suffi- 
sante  a  la  France  pour  donncr  le  tems  k  PAngleterrc,  la  Prusso,  et  les  etata 
Allemands  de  yenir  Ik  son  sccours.  La  possession  de  Luxembourg,  qui  est 
le  clef  de  la  Belgique,  dont  de  tous  tems  elle  a  fait  partie,  semble  de  neces- 
site  absolue.  J'ai  lieu  de  me  flatter  que  vous  partagez  cette  opinion,  et 
c'est  ce  que  me  fait  espercr,  my  Lord  Due,  que  vous  voudrez  appuyer  au- 
pr^  de  Lord  Castlereagh  les  representations  que  je  lui  fais  par  Lord  Clan- 
carty,  pour  que  les  idees  que  j'ai  mises  en  avant  par  rapport  k  la  fronti^re 
future  des  Pays-Bas  obtiennent  le  preference  sur  celles  du  memoire  Prussien, 
assure  de  T  importance  que  ce  Ministre  attacbera  It  voa  considerations.  Je 
ne  peux  d'ailleurs  repondre  de  remplir  lea  intentions  des  puissances,  en 
formant  un  etat  intermediaire  entre  la  France,  I'Angleterre,  et  rAllemagne, 
et  qui  doit  6tre  le  boulevard  du  nord  de  PEurope,  si  celui-ci  n*obtient  pas 
Luxembourg,  une  partie  du  cours  de  la  Moselle,  et  un  6tablissement  sur 
ce  fleuve  qui  assure  la  communication  avec  I'Allemagne  et  la  possibilite 
d'avoir  des  secours  de  ce  pays  ainsi  que  de  la  Suisse.  J'ai  cm  devoir  fixer 
votre  attention  sur  ccs  objets.  lis  ne  sauroient  dtre  considere  vous  dtre 
etrangers,  et  j'ose  me  flatter  que  votre  opinion  en  cette  mati^re  servira  k 
etablir  la  conviction  generalc  de  la  necessite  de  rdgler  conformement  a  mes 
vues  un  point  dont  depend  pent  6tre  le  sort  futur  des  Pays-Bas. 

C'est  plein  de  confiance  en  votre  amitie  que  je  vous  recommando  ces 
objets,  vous  priant  d*agreer  les  assurances  de  la  haute  consideration  avec 
laquelle  je  suis,  my  Lord  Due, 

Votre  tr^s  affectionne, 

GUILLAUME. 


77w  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  DEAR  Castlebeaoh,  Fife  House,  21st  Oct.,  1814. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  will  have  communicated  to  you  the  conversation 
he  had  with  M.  Jaucourt  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade.  The  more  I 
have  considered  our  difficulties  upon  this  question,  the  more  I  am  satisfied 
of  the  imiwrtance  of  having  some  record  that  we  had  ofiered  a  West  India 
colony  to  France  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  trade.  I  think  such  an 
ofiFer  will  induce  our  Allies  more  cordially  to  assist  us  in  the  question ;  that 
it  will  in  some  degree  do  away  any  unfavourable  impression  which  might 
arise  from  our  retaining  Demerara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbloe  \  ^t\«\  nJevvX*-^ 
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Talleyrand  declines  it,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  abolitionists  in  this 
country  to  deny  that  we  have  made  every  effort  in  our  power  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  object. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  written  this  day  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  recovery  of  St.  Domingo  by  France  is 
absolutely  hopeless,  unless  they  can  make  up  their  minds  to  abolish  the 
slave  trade,  and  to  acknowledge  the  existing  state  of  property  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  within  that  colony.  I  doubt  if  they  would  succeed  now 
even  on  these  conditions. 

LrVESFOOL. 


H,  OouJbum,  Esq.f  to  Ecvd  Baihurtt, 

My  dear  Lord,  Ghent,  2l8t  Oct.,  1814. 

We  received  late  last  night  your  despatch  and  the  letters  and  papers 
which  accompanied  it.  The  news  which  they  brought  from  America  is 
very  far  from  satisfactory.  Even  our  brilliant  success  at  Baltimore,  as  it 
did  not  terminate  in  the  capture  of  the  town,  will  be  considered  by  the 
Americans  as  a  victory,  and  not  as  an  escape.  We  owed  the  acceptance  of 
our  Article  respecting  the  Indians  to  the  capture  of  Washington ;  and  if  we 
had  either  burnt  Baltimore  or  held  Plattsburgh,  I  believe  we  should  have 
had  peace  on  the  terms  which  you  have  sent  to  us  in  a  month  at  latest. 
As  things  appear  to  be  going  on  in  America,  the  result  of  our  negotiation 
may  be  very  dififerent.  Indeed  if  it  were  not  for  the  want  of  fuel  at  Boston, 
I  should  be  quite  in  despair. 

You  may  rely  upon  our  using  every  exertion  to  secure  the  boundary  which 
you  have  pointed  out.  In  carrying  into  effect  the  instnictions  which  you 
have  given  us,  we  have  not  brought  the  subject  of  fisheries  as  forward  as 
the  instruction  might  seem  to  warrant.  Having  stated  distinctly  in  the 
first  conference  the  views  of  the  government  on  this  subject,  we  have  con- 
tented ourselves  with  referring  to  that  statement.  Had  we  done  more,  it 
would  have  appeared  as  if  we  had  proposals  to  make,  when  in  reality  the 
proposition  ought  to  come  from  them,  or  as  if  we  expected  discussion  on  a 
point  on  which  we  have  already  stated  the  fixed  determination  of  our 
government. 

I  hope  that  the  next  time  you  are  good  enough  to  write,  you  will  be 
able  to  send  me  better  news. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  yours  most  faithfully, 

Henby  Goulburn. 

I  find  it  will  not  be  possible  to  get  our  note  copied  in  time  for  to-night's 
post :  we  must,  therefore,  defer  sending  it  officially  till  Friday.  I  enclose 
you  a  melancholy  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  Antelope  and  her  convoy. 
I  hope  she  had  not,  in  addition  to  the  100,000/.,  any  stores  or  troops  imder 
her  protection. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  VUcount  Cdstlereagh, 

Mt  DBAB  Castlbbeaoh,  Fife  House,  2l8t  Oct,  1814. 

We  have  received  your  letters  of  the  4th  instant,  and  I  had  at  the  same 
time  a  very  long  and  interesting  private  letter  from  Cooke.  I  was  prepared 
for  the  turn  affairs  have  taken  respecting  Poland.  My  letter  of  the  14th  in- 
stant will  have  fully  explained  to  you  my  opinion  on  this  subject :  it  very 
much  corresponds  with  your  own.  We  must  take  care  so  to  manage  this 
question  as  not  to  get  the  discredit  of  resisting  the  Emperor  of  Russia's 
proposition  upon  a  principle  of  partition.  I  am  desirous,  if  it  is  not  too 
late,  of  drawing  your  attention  to  the  distinction  in  my  letter  respecting  the 
Duchy  of  Warsaw. 

Our  news  from  America  in  the  course  of  the  last  week  has  been  che- 
quered. Though  we  did  not  obtain  possession  of  Baltimore,  the  advance 
upon  that  town,  and  the  destruction  of  property  and  of  the  harbour  which 
has  been  consequent  upon  it,  have  done  them  as  much  mischief  as  the  capture 
of  Washington.  This  success  has  been  dearly  bought,  however,  by  the 
death  of  Major-General  Ross.  We  intend  sending  Sir  Edward  Pakenham 
to  replace  him.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  writes  in  high  spirits,  and  has  no 
doubt,  with  the  reinforcements  announced  to  him,  of  accomplishing  all  the 
objects  which  he  had  in  view.  On  the  other  hand,  the  American  papers 
contain  unfavourable  accounts  of  our  operations  on  the  frontier  of  Canada. 
We  have  not  received  any  despatches  from  that  quarter  of  as  late  a  date ; 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  defeat  of  our  flotilla  on  the  lake  Cham- 
plain  and  of  the  retreat  of  Sir  George  Prevost  from  Plattsburgh,  though  I 
am  satisfied  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  assertion  of  his  having  been 
defeated  with  any  serious  loss.  He  has,  however,  managed  the  campaign 
in  that  quarter  as  ill  as  possible,  and  if  he  cannot  redeem  himself  by  some 
brilliant  success,  he  must  be  recalled  at  the  end  of  the  campaign.  He  has 
not  the  confidence  of  the  army.  We  must  now  lament  that  we  sent  such 
large  reinforcements  in  that  quarter:  the  two  Canadas  would  have  been 
safe  with  half  the  amount,  and  I  verily  believe  that  with  the  remainder 
added  to  the  force  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Ross,  we  might 
have  taken  possession  of  every  considerable  townJn. America  south  of  Phila- 
delphia. AVe  thought,  however,  we  were  acting  for  the  best,  and  so  we 
were  tf  we-had  had  a  competent  officer  in  the  conmiand  in  Canada. 

The  American  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed  to  our  Article  relative  to 
the  Indians.  The  negotiation  is  therefore  proceeding,  and  with  more  pros- 
pect of  success  than  has  hitherto  existed.  We  shall  probably  be  able  to 
form  some  decisive  judgment  on  the  subject  in  the  course  of  the  next  ten 
days.  The  capture  and  destruction  of  Washington  has  not  united  the 
Americans :  quite  the  contrary.  We  have  gained  more  credit  with  them 
by  saving  private  property  than  we  have  lost  by  the  destruction  of  their 
public  works  and  buildings.  Madison  clings  to  office,  and  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  think  that  the  best  thing  for  us  is  that  he  should  remain  there. 
His  government  must  be  a  weak  one,  and  feeling  that  it  has  not  the  confi- 
dence of  a  great  part  of  the  nation,  will  perhaps  be  ready  to  make  peace  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  out  of  its  difficulties. 

LiVSRFOOL. 
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Lord  Sidmouth  to  Earl  Baihurst. 

Dear  IjOBD  Bathubst,  Richmond  Park,  22nd  Got.,  1814. 

I  was  on  the  point  of  calling  at  your  office  yesterday,  when  I  was  informed 
that  you  had  left  it.  My  chief  purpose  was  to  tell  you  (what  you  have 
perhai^s  learnt  from  Torrens)  that,  after  a  communication  with  the  Irish 
government,  I  have  recommended  it  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  keep  in  Ireland  during  the  winter  the  British  militia  regiments 
now  there,  amounting  to  between  9000  and  10,000  men.  In  the  spring  the 
term  of  service  of  tlie  greater  part,  if  not  of  the  whole  of  them,  will  expire. 
I  have  further  directed  that  the  disembodying  of  the  few  remaining  regi- 
ments of  British  militia  now  in  this  country  should  be  suspended.  They 
do  not  consist  of  more  than  6000  rank  and  file ;  but  such  of  them  as  have 
not  served  in  Ireland  may  go  there  in  the  spring,  if  the  war  lasts,  and  the 
rest  will  diminish  the  demand  for  regular  troops  in  Great  Britain.  An  early 
ballot  for  the  militia  would  afford  a  fresh  supply  of  troops  fit  for  service  in 
Ireland  in  a  very  few  months. 

I  have  stated  these  particulars,  because  they  may  assist  you  in  deciding 
upon  the  amount  of  the  regular  force  which  may  be  spared  from  home 
service  in  case  the  war  with  America  should  continue. 

Believe  me  yours  very  sincerely, 

Sidmouth. 


f  79j^,  ]  Toihe  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Lord,  Pans,  23rd  Oct..  1814. 

General  Macaulay,  who  will  deli^r  this  letter  to  your  Lord- 
ship, is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  public  opinion  in  France, 
and  particularly  at  Paris,  regarding  the  slave  trade,  and  will 
communicate  to  you  details  upon  that  subject  which  will  be 
useful  to  you.  I  am  much  mistaken  likewise  if  he  will  not  be 
of  use  in  opening  the  eyes  of  the  friends  of  the  abolition  to  the 
state  of  the  question  here,  and  I  recommend  to  you  to  commu- 
nicate with  him  confidentially  on  that  point.  His  brother  is  the 
secretary  of  the  African  Society. 

General  Macaulay  will  likewise  make  you  acquainted  with 
what  he  has  learnt  of  the  state  of  Paris  in  regard  to  the 
Bourbons.  My  former  letters  and  despatches  will  have  shown 
you  what  I  think  on  that  subject  Without  knowing  more 
facts,  it  appears  to  me  that  he  considers  the  danger  more  certain 
and  more  likely  to  occur  than  I  do ;  that  is  to  say,  he  believes 
it  certainly  will  occur  within  a  very  short  period  of  time.  I 
think  it  may  occur  on  any  night ;  but  I  know  of  no  fact  to 
induce  me  to  believe  it  is  near,  excepting  the  general  one  of 
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great  discontent  and  almost  desperation  among  a  very  daring 
class  of  men.  However,  what  General  Macaulay  will  tell  you 
is  worth  attending  to.  Lord  Buckinghamshire  knows  him  well, 
and  will  tell  you  the  kind  of  man  he  is. 

Believe  me,  &c, 

WELLINaTON. 


Lord  G^renvUh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUhujton, 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Dropmore,  23rd  Oct.,  1814. 

Some  of  the  friends  to  the  aholition  of  the  slave  trade  were  of  opinion 
that  the  publication  of  a  speech  which  I  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 
subject  of  the  unqualified  restoration  of  the  French  colonies  might  be  of 
service  to  that  cause,  and  such  a  motive  was  decisive  with  me.  I  was 
necessarily  led  in  that  discussion  to  refer  both  to  the  personal  character  and 
conduct  of  the  King  of  France,  and  also  to  his  present  situation  in  reference 
to  that  question ;  and  I  hope  that  I  touched  on  both  with  that  respect 
which  is  due  to  his  station,  and  which  I  have  particular  reasons  for  feeling 
personally  towards  him. 

It  would,  I  think,  be  now  more  respectful  that  I  should  myself  solicit 
his  acceptance  of  this  little  publication  than  that  I  should  take  the  chance 
of  its  reaching  him  through  any  other  hands ;  and  I  should  feel  it  particu- 
larly honourable  to  myself,  if  you  saw  no  objection  to  be  the  channel  of 
that  communication — not,  certainly,  in  any  public  character,  or  as  making 
yourself  at  all  responsible  for  my  opinions  or  statements,  but  simply  as  an 
act  of  that  personal  regard  and  kindness  with  which  you  permit  me  to 
flatter  myself. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  perfectly  well  aware  that  from  the  freedom  with 
which  I  express  myself  both  as  to  the  past  and  also  as  to  many  questions 
still  depending,  and  those  of  no  small  delicacy,  there  may  very  possibly  be 
objections  of  which  I  am  quite  ignorant,  and  which  may  render  your  com- 
pliance with  this  request  improper.  No  one  can  be  more  reluctant  than  I 
should  be  to  ask  you  to  do  anything  which  in  your  own  better  judgment 
you  deem  to  be  in  the  slightest  degree  objectionable  ;  and,  in  that  case,  I 
will  only  beg  you,  without  any  farther  explanation,  to  tell  me  that  you 
have  so  felt  it,  and  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that 
your  opinion  was  the  right  one. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  two  copies,  in  the  hope  that  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  accept  of  one  of  them  for  yourself. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  unJeigned  respect  and  regard, 
my  dear  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's  most  faithful  and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

GRKNVttLE. 


VOL.  IX.  ^  ^ 
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[  799.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  CasUereagh, 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  24th  Oct,  1814. 

The  Danish  Minister  here  has  frequently  spoken  to  me  regard- 
ing the  difficulties  in  which  the  King  found  himself  with  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  has  at  last 
entreated  me  to  write  to  your  Lordship  on  the  suhject.  I  have 
recommended  to  him  to  urge  the  King  to  open  himself  candidly 
to  your  Lordship,  which  he  tells  me  he  has  done,  and  I  write  to 

apprise  you  of  tlie  circumstance. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  800.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Pans,  25th  Oci,  1814. 

Monsieur  de  Blacas  called  upon  me  this  morning  for  the 
purpose  of  talking  to  me  on  a  remonstrance  which  I  had  made 
to  him  regarding  the  nature  of  the  powers  given  to  the  French 
Commissioners  under  the  2nd  and  4th  additional  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace ;  and  after  having  informed  me  of  what  the 
King  had  determined  on  that  suhject  (of  which  I  had  before 
been  informed  by  Monsieur  de  Jaucourt),  he  adverted  to  the 
state  of  the  negotiations  at  Vienna.  He  said  that  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  appeared  to  entertain  an  erroneous  notion  that  the 
Eang  was  incapable  of  making  any  exertion,  in  consequence 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  recollection  of  the  quantity  of  cannon 
which  had  been  carried  away  from  France  by  the  Allies ;  and  he 
added  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  the  Bang  could  with 
the  greatest  &cility  add  100,000  inen  to  his  army,  and  that  in 
his  opinion  the  measure  would  be  a  remedy,  not  only  for  all  the 
difficulties  at  Vienna,  but  for  the  discontents  and  dangers  in  this 
city,  which  I  had  frequently  represented  to  him. 

I  observed  that  the  King  could  not  mean  to  go  to  war  for 
Poland,  and  that  the  menace  in  the  existing  state  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  Vienna  would  alarm  those  who  ought  to  be  united 
with  His  Majesty  in  opposing  the  Emperor's  views  in  Poland, 
and  might  thus  do  more  harm  than  good.  To  this  Monsieur 
de  Blacas  replied  that,  though  the  King  would  not  go  to  war 
for  Poland,  the  country  was  not  disinclined  to  make  an  exertion 
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to  save  Saxony ;  and  he  again  expressed  great  apprehensions  of 
the  consequences  which  would  follow  from  that  kingdom  falling 
into  the  hands  of  Prussia.  I  told  him  that  the  only  chance  of 
saving  Saxony  was  for  all  the  Great  Powers  in  Europe  to  join 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  Emperor's  plans  in  Poland ;  and 
that  while  France  was  looking  after  little  objects  in  Saxony  and 
elsewhere,  and  by  means  of  this  false  direction  of  her  views,  a 
power  would  be  established  in  the  east  of  Europe  which  would 
place  not  only  Saxony  but  every  other  object  out  of  her  reach ; 
and  I  strongly  recommended  to  him  to  have  a  full  explanation 
with  your  Lordship  and  the  Powers  at  Vienna  before  he  adopted 
such  a  measure  as  augmenting  his  army.  Monsieur  de  Blacas 
after  a  very  long  discussion  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  acting  fairly  with  the  Allies  in  respect  to  Poland, 
and  said  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  from  the  instructions  sent 
to  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand  that  he  would  act  with  your  Lord- 
ship in  everything,  and,  as  far  as  I  understood  him,  that  Monsieur 
de  Talleyrand  would  consult  with  you  on  this  measure.  But  I 
am  quite  certain  that  it  is  intended  to  increase  the  army,  what- 
ever may  be  the  political  plan  to  be  followed,  and  that  the 
object  of  the  conversation  with  me  was  to  apprise  me  of  that 
intention. 

Monsieur  de  Blacas  must  have  known  that  I  was  informed 
yesterday  of  the  King's  determination  regarding  the  powers  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  yet  he  called  upon  me  twice  yesterday 
when  I  was  from  home,  and  once  this  day ;  and  throughout  the 
conversation  which  I  have  reported  to  you,  he  insisted,  in  every 
view  he  took  of  the  subject,  that  the  army  ought  to  be  increased. 
He  mentioned  frequently  the  benefit  which  would  be  derived 
from  the  measure  in  internal  tranquillity  and  security,  by  pro- 
viding for  such  numbers  of  unemployed  officers,  now  the  object 
of  so  much  alarm. 

I  therefore  consider  this  measure  to  be  decided ;  and  although 
I  sent  the  despatches  to  you  this  morning,  I  think  it  proper  to 
despatch  another  messenger  this  night  with  this  intelligence. 

In  talking  about  Italy,  Monsieur  de  Blacas  informed  me  that 
he  had  received  intelligence,  to  which  he  gave  credit,  that  the 
Austrian  government  at  Milan  had  sold  20,000  stand  of  arms 
to  Murat. 

I  have,  &c., 
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Viscount  Casilereagh  to  Field  Marshal  tJie  Duke  of  WeUingion, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  25th  Oct.,  1814. 

The  events  of  the  few  last  days,  coupled  with  your  letter  of  the  8th, 
have  made  me  apprehensive  that  any  decisive  effort  to  abate  the  Russian 
demands  may  be  defeated  by  the  counteracting  exertions  of  France  on  the 
Saxon  point.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  you  might  keep  down  any  rising 
temper  at  the  Tuileries  by  throwing  before  Monsieur  de  Blacas  the 
possible  consequences  to  which  any  hostile  interference,  such  as  he  appears 
to  countenance  on  the  part  of  France,  might  lead. 

Tou  will  perceive  from  my  several  despatches  that  the  dififerenoe  in 
principle  between  Monsieur  Talleyrand  and  me  chiefly  is,  that  I  wish  to 
direct  my  main  efforts  to  secure  an  equilibrium  in  Europe,  to  which  object, 
as  far  as  principle  will  permit,  I  wish  to  make  all  local  points  subordinate. 
M.  de  Talleyrand  appears  to  me,  on  the  contrary,  more  intent  upon  par- 
ticular points  of  influence  than  upon  the  general  balance  to  be  established ; 
and  his  efforts  upon  the  Neapolitan  and  Saxon  questions  are  frequently 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  more  imix)rtant  question  of  Poland,  without 
essentially  serving  either  of  those  interests  upon  which  he  is  most  intent. 

I  was  from  the  outset  aware  of  the  extreme  difiGculty  of  making  Prussia 
an  useful  ally  in  the  present  discussions,  connected  closely  as  she  has  been 
with  Russia;  but  it  appeared  to  me  that,  notwithstanding  the  King's 
liaison  with  the  Emperor,  it  ought  not  to  be  despaired  of,  under  the  known 
sentiments  of  the  Prussian  cabinet,  more  especially  as  it  was  difficult  to 
found  a  satisfactory  system  of  balance  in  Europe  unless  Prussia  could  be 
induced  to  take  a  part. 

Two  alternatives  alone  presented  themselves  for  consideration:  an 
union  of  the  two  great  German  Powers  supported  by  Great  Britain,  and 
thus  combining  the  minor  States  of  Germany,  together  with  Holland,  in  an 
intermediary  system  between  Russia  and  France ;  or  an  union  of  Austria, 
France,  and  the  Southern  States  against  the  Northern  Powers,  with  Russia 
and  Prussia  in  close  alliance. 

It  would  have  been  to  be  wished  that  the  arrangements  upon  a  peace 
could  have  been  effected  in  Europe  without  giving  rise  to  any  combination 
whatever  of  this  nature,  and  that,  at  the  end  of  so  long  a  struggle,  the 
several  Powers  might  have  enjoyed  some  repose  without  forming  calcula- 
tions that  always  augment  the  risks  of  war ;  but  the  tone  and  conduct  of 
Russia  have  disappointed  this  hope,  and  forced  upon  us  such  considerations. 

In  weighing  the  conveniences  and  inconveniences  of  the  latter  of  these 
alteraatives,  the  objections  appeared  to  me  strongly  to  preponderate,  and 
especially  as  affecting  our  immediate  interests.  Necessity  might  dictate 
such  a  system,  but  not  choice.  It  appeared,  in  the  first  instance,  difficult 
to  cement,  on  account  of  the  fundamental  jealousy  existing  between  Austria 
and  France,  especially  upon  the  point  of  Italian  preponderance. 

If  adopted  in  order  to  curb  Russian  power,  and  with  this  view  supported 
by  Great  Britain,  it  rendered  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries  dependent  on 
France  for  their  support,  instead  of  having  Prussia  and  the  Northern  States 
of  Germany  as  their  natural  protectors.  It  presented  the  further  incon- 
venience, in  case  of  war,  of  exposing  all  the  recent  cessions  by  France  to 
re-occupation  by  French  armies  as  the  seat  of  war  might  happen  to  present 
itself. 
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Theso  ooDsideratioDB  were  sufficiently  weighty  to  induce  me  to  be  of 
opinion  that  however  pure  tJbe  intentions  of  the  King  of  France  were,  and 
however  friendly,  we  ought  not  to  risk  so  much  upon  French  connection, 
and  that  it  was  wiser  to  preserve  as  far  as  possible  the  good  will  of  France, 
whilst  we  laboured  to  unite  Germany  for  its  own  preservation  against 
Russia. 

I  was  induced  to  prefer  this  course,  first,  as  affording  the  best  chance,  if 
Prussia  could  bo  brought  forward,  of  averting  the  Polish  danger  without  a 
war ;  and  secondly,  if  we  failed  in  this  object,  as  opposing  the  best  barrier 
to  further  encroachments  on  the  part  of  Russia,  whilst  it  afforded  a  natural 
cover  to  our  interests  on  the  side  of  Flanders,  without  leaving  them  at  the 
mercy  of  a  combination  formed  somewhat  out  of  the  natural  course  of 
political  interest. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  this  outline  of  the  policy  upon  which  I  have 
been  acting  here,  that  you  may  use  your  own  discretion,  as  occasions  arise 
of  preparing  and  reconciling  the  mind  of  the  French  government  to  a 
concert  between  the  two  limitrophe  Powers  against  Russian  encroachment 
and  dictation.  You  will  find  their  minds  (at  least  Prince  Talleyrand's  is) 
very  adverse  to  Prussia,  and  impatient  of  the  notion  of  any  union  between 
Austria  and  Prussia ;  yet  whilst  they  most  inconsistently  object  to  such  an 
union,  they  admit  that  it  is  the  only  mode  in  which  Russia  can  be  kept 
within  due  bounds. 

If  France  were  a  feeble  and  menaced  Power,  she  might  well  feel  jealous 
of  such  a  German  alliance ;  but  as  her  direct  interests  are  out  of  all  danger, 
it  is  unreasonable  that  she  should  impede  the  sole  means  that  remain  to 
Germany  of  preserving  its  independence,  in  order  either  to  indulge  a  senti- 
ment towards  the  King  of  Saxony,  or  to  create  a  French  party  amongst 
the  minor  States.  France  need  never  dread  a  German  League :  it  is  in  its 
nature  inoffensive ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  the  union  between 
Austria  and  Prussia  will  be  such  as  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  other 
States. 

Until  the  determination  of  Austria  and  Prussia  is  more  fully  established 
I  have  to  beg  your  Grace  will  make  your  reasoning  general,  and  not  admit 
that  any  negotiation  is  in  progress. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  dear  Lord, 

Tour  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

Castlessagh. 


E,  Cooktf  Esq^  to  the  Earl  of  LiverpooL 

Mt  DBAB  Lobd,  VieDoa,  25th  Oct.,  1814, 

You  will  see  by  Lord  Castlereagh^s  letters  that  we  are  still  in  the  dark, 
and  do  not  advance.  Affairs  stick  with  Mettemich,  who,  I  believe,  will 
never  play  a  great,  stifaightforward  game  but  by  mere  necessity,  and  when 
he  finds  that  all  little  and  side  games  fail. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Emperor  of  Russia  fancies  that  he  can  manage  by 
address  his  Imperial  and  Royal  colleagues.  He  flirts  and  plays  the  amiable 
from  morning  to  night,  and  flatters  himself  with  complete  sucoesA  \s^  \:cks^ 
captures. 
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Thcro  have  boen  fine  displays  of  sentiment.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  has 
heen  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  regiment  of  Hiller,  which  he 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  other  day  in  the  Prater,  and  there  was  an 
affecting  scena  hetween  him  and  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  The  King  of 
Prussia  has  another  Austrian  regiment,  and  we  have  a  print  in  the  shops  of 
the  three  Emperors,  and  under  it,  The  Sacred  League.  All  thb  nonsense 
tells.  To-morrow,  or  the  day  after,  all  the  Courts  set  off  for  Basle,  and  will 
be  absent  five  or  six  days  ;  so  thcro  will  be  little  time  after  their  return 
to  arrange  for  the  Ist  of  November,  if  there  is  to  be  an  arrangement.  But 
hitherto  the  Emperor  ne  houge  pas. 

In  the  mean  time  the  f^tes  go  on  at  an  immense  expense.  The  review 
in  the  Prater  of  near  20,000  men,  and  the  dinner  of  the  Courts  and  whole 
army,  wore  really  imposing  and  grand.  Mettemich's  ball  in  the  evening  was 
equally  superb.  I  understand  Stadion,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  finance, 
begins  to  complain  loudly  of  the  expense,  and  that  it  is  too  much  for  him, 
in  addition  to  300,000  men  in  arms,  llie  Emperor  of  Austria  also  is 
almost  worn  out. 

Talleyrand  wants  to  make  an  explosion ;  and  if  Lord  Castlercagh  docs 
not,  I  think  he  will.  I  have  tried  to  force  Mettemich  to  act  by  goading 
his  employ^,  who  all  profess  to  be  of  our  sentiments,  and  eager  to  forward 
them ;  but  they  do  not  speak  in  confidence  as  to  their  principal.  They  see 
the  game  :  that  on  one  side  Poland  and  Saxony  must  both  be  surrendered, 
on  the  other  Saxony  only ;  on  the  one  hand  Saxony  and  their  frontier  lost, 
on  the  other  Saxony  lost,  but  their  frontier  saved;  on  the  one  hand 
Prussia  made  a  vassal  of  Russia,  and  Austria  thrown  for  self-defence  into 
the  arms  of  France,  on  the  other  Prussia  and  Austria  combined  for  the 
protection  of  Germany  and  the  independence  of  Europe  against  Russia  and 
France,  if  she  should  join  Russia,  which  at  present  seems  impossible. 

In  the  mean  time  Bavaria  wishes  to  act  with  Austria  in  order  to  form 
her  arrondissement,  and  from  jealousy  of  Wurtemberg.  The  latter  is  said 
to  be  Russian,  and  the  Crown  Prince's  views  on  the  Archduchess  of 
Oldenburgh  are  said  to  be  still  favoured ;  but  I  do  not  learn  that  anything 
on  that  point  is  settled. 

In  this  state,  you  may  naturally  believe  that  Lord  Castlereagh  is 
rather  fidgety.  I  begin  to  think  it  may  be  best  for  Europe  that  nothing 
should  be  done  before  the  1st  of  November,  and  that  a  forced  statement 
should  bo  made,  that  nothing  could  bo  brought  forward  because  Russia 
would  not  declare  that  she  was  bound  by  her  treaties.  Of  course  this  will 
\)e  avoided  if  possible.  All  this  is  to  yourself  alone,  so  you  will  bum  my 
letter. 

Ever  most  truly  your  Lordship's  servant, 

E.  CooKE. 


E.  Cooke,  Esq.,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Mt  deab  Lord,  Vieima,  25th  Oct,  1814. 

I  yet  am  almost  quite  benighted.  They  say  Czartorisky,  with  assistance, 
is  preparing  an  answer  to  Lord  Castlereagh's  paper,  at  which  I  rejoice  ;  for 
if  once  the  Emperor  of  Russia  can  bo  brought  to  a  guerre  cfe  plume,  I  think 
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matters  may  be  brought  to  bear.  In  the  meaa  time  Talleyrand  wants  to 
enter  a  caveat  on  Saxony,  and  he  has  drawn  a  drolerie  on  the  law  of  nations 
in  order  to  save  Saxony  and  destroy  Murat  at  one  stroke.  I  was  desired 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  to  request  he  would  not  give  in  his  note  till  he  had 
seen  his  Lordship ;  and  when  I  left  him,  he  assented.  He  seems  miserable 
that  any  system  should  be  formed  for  defending  the  north  of  Germany  against 
Russia  without  the  march  of  French  armies  beyond  the  Rhine ;  and  he 
said  France  was  more  ready  for  war  than  any  country  in  Europe.  He  is 
achanid  against  Prussia,  cannot  bear  her  alliance  with  Austria,  or  tolerate 
the  idea  that  Austria  and  Prussia  should  be  able  to  defend  tiie  north  of 
Germany. 

I  think  if  the  Emperor  can  be  brought  to  bend  on  the  point  of  Poland, 
Prussia  will  not  object  to  preserve  Saxony  in  part ;  and  so  things  may  go 
ou :  but  this  is  all  in  the  clouds.  In  the  mean  time,  Prussia  and  Austria 
arc  getting  closer. 

Talleyrand's  principle  is  this :  there  is  no  judge  of  Sovereigns ;  Sove- 
reigns always  retain  their  rights  till  they  cede  them :  all  dispossession 
>vithout  a  cession  is  illegal. 

I  asked  where  he  found  this  new  theory,  for  I  never  had  found  it  in 
any  author.  He  said,  in  the  history  of  the  last  three  centuries.  I  agreed 
with  the  fact,  that  all  dispossessed  Sovereigns  had  made  acts  of  cession, 
because  they  secured  compensation ;  but  I  never  could  understand  that  the 
act  of  cession  'made  the  droits  however  it  might  be  an  actus  expletoniua 
juris ;  and  it  was  an  odd  principle  to  make  the  consent  of  a  criminal  the 
foundation  of  the  right  to  punish  him. 

I  am  not  sure  whether  delay  and  a  new  acUoumment  will  not  be  the  hap* 
piest  measure,  though  one  must  wish  for  Europe  to  speak  out.  I  am  sure 
you  must  feel  for  Lord  Castlereagh.  As  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  ho 
dances  while  Rome  is  burning.  He  plays  the  lion  after  hunting,  dividing 
the  prey.  I  take  one  part  to  give  me  the  keys  of  Berlin,  I  take  the 
second  to  give  me  the  keys  of  Vienna,  and  I  claim  the  third  for  the  heau 
moral.  If  I  tried  to  write  seriously,  I  could  only  confuse  your  Lordship. 
We  must  wait  the  calends  of  November. 

Ever  most  truly  your  Lordship's  servant, 

E.  CooKE. 

There  is  an  assembly  here.  I  have  fled  from  the  heat.  Pozzo  di  Borgo 
talked  to  me  in  mournful  tones.  He  says  the  Emperor  is  quite  wicked. 
He  abused  Mcttemich  yesterday,  and  was  very  violent.  He  has  afironted 
many  of  his  Generals  by  giving  the  regiments  to  Colonels,  and  giving 
them  nothing  in  their  place.  He  has  abused  Nesselrode.  The  King  of 
Prussia  has  promised  to  do  nothing  in  the  journey  which  can  derange  the 
plans  adopted.    When  he  finds  Prussia  fall  off,  he  will  be  furious. 


Count  Munstei*  to  the  Prince  Begent, 

Vienne,  le  25  Oct,  1814. 

Le  titre  royal  de  THanovre  a  ^t^  formellement  reoonnu  par  TAutriche, 
la  Prusse,  la  Bavi^re,  le  Wttrtemberg,  le  Dannemark,  lo  Due  de  Bt^T^aEsrvs^ 
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Saxe  Weimar,  Saxe  Gotlia,  I'Electeur  de  Hesse.  Le  NoDce  du  Pape,  TAm- 
bassadeur  d*£spagne,  cclui  de  Portugal,  les  Ministres  de  Hesse  Darmstadt, 
de  Hollande,  de  la  Ligue  Helve'tiqne,  du  Roi  des  Deux  Siciles,  de  la  Porte 
Ottomanc,  dc  Sardaignc,  de  Su^c,  out  fait  des  rdpouses  polies,  portant 
qu'ils  avoient  achemin^  ma  note  k  Icurs  Cours  respectives,  et  qu'ils  ne 
doutent  nullement  du  plaisir  avec  lequel  Icurs  Souverains  recevront  Pan- 
nonce  en  question. 

La  Cour  de  Bade  boude  et  garde  le  silence  parcequ'elle  reste  exclue  da 
Comity. 

L'Empereur  de  Russic,  quoique  present,  n*a  pas  fait  de  rdponse  encore. 
J'ai  pri^  lo  Comte  de  Nesselrode  de  m'expliquer  ce  silence,  vu  qu'il  con- 
noissoit  mieux  que  personne  les  motifs  qui  avoient  fait  adopter  k  THanovre 
le  titre  royal,  comme  il  avoit  6t6  present  aux  discussions  qui  avoient  eu  lieu 
rbiver  pass^  sur  le  titre  Electoral.  Le  Comte  de  Nesselrode  m'a  assur^  Ik 
dessus  qu'il  me  feroit  avoir  la  r6ponsc  dc  TEmpercur  telle  que  je  la  d^rois 
k  son  retour  de  Hongrie,  pour  oh  Sa  Majestd  est  partie  bier  dans  Pinteution 
de  revcnir  k  la  fin  de  la  scmaine.  II  ajonta  que  Tadoption  du  titre 
royal  avoit  caus^  quelque  embarras  aux  Ministres  de  Russie,  puisque  les 
Polonois  s'en  r^lamoient  pour  engager  PEmpereur  de  se  d^larer  Roi  de 
Pologne. 

II  sembla  que  ce  plan  tient  a  des  raisons  cnti^rcment  indcpendantcs  dc 
la  mesure  qui  a  dd  6trc  adoptee  pour  le  Hanovre. 

MUNSTEB. 


[  801.  ]  To  the  Comte  de  Jaucourt,  • 

M.  LE  Comte,  Paris.  26th  Oct.  (?)  1814. 

Under  the  2nd  additional  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the 
Prince  Regent  and  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty  engaged  to 
name,  without  delay,  Commissioners  to  liquidate  the  accounts  of 
their  respective  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  of 
war ;  and  by  the  4th  additional  Article  of  the  same  Treaty, 
that  immediately  after  the  natification  of  the  same  Treaty  the 
sd^uesters  which,  since  1792,  had  been  laid  upon  the  funds, 
revenues,  debts,  or  any  other  effects  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  or  their  subjects,  should  be  taken  off. 

That  the  Commissioners  mentioned  in  the  2nd  Article  s^occu^ 
peront  de  Texamen  et  liquidation  of  the  claims  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  subjects  upon  the  French  government  for  the  value 
of  the  property,  movable  or  immovable,  illegally  confiscated  by 
the  French  authorities,  as  also  for  the  total  or  partial  loss  of 
their  debts  or  other  property  illegally  detained  under  sequester 
since  the  year  1792. 

His  Majesty's  Commissioners  farther  engaged  to  act  towards 
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British  subjects  in  this  respect  in  the  same  spirit  of  justice 
which  the  French  subjects  have  experienced  in  Great  Britain. 

In  consequence  of  these  engagements  the  Prince  Regent 
signed  the  appointment,  of  which  I  enclose  the  copy,  of  Mr. 
Bagot,  Mr.  Impey,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  to  be  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  execute  the 
2nd  and  4th  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  for  which,  by  the 
same  instrument,  His  Royal  Highness  gave  them  full  powers 
and  the  enclosed  instructions. 

The  British  Commissioners  arrived  in  Paris  in  the  end  of  the 
month  of  August,  and  having  previously  had  the  honour  of  a 
communication  with  His  Highness  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Afikirs,  and  having  been  put  in  communication  with  the  French 
Commissioners,  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  two  govern- 
ments had  a  meeting  on  the  15th  September,  at  which  the  British 
Commissioners  having  communicated  their  commission  and  full 
powers  and  instructions  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
His  Most  Catholic  Majesty,  the  latter  assured  them  "  on  their 
honour  that  the  powers  given  to  them  by  His  Catholic  Majesty 
were  equal  to  those  with  which  the  former  were  invested  by  the 
Prince  Regent  on  behalf  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the 
French  Commissioners  promised  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof 
without  delay." 

After  a  delay  of  one  month  from  that  period  of  time,  the 
French  Commissioners,  after  much  discussion,  at  length,  on  the 
18th  of  October,  transmitted  to  the  British  Commissioners 
the  letter,  the  appointment,  and  instructions;  the  two  latter 
purporting  to  be  under  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  sign 
manual,  of  which  the  enclosed  are  copies ;  the  instructions,  it 
must  be  observed,  which  the  French  Commissioners  promised 
"  on  their  honour"  they  would  send  immediately  after  the  me*et- 
ing  of  the  15th  September,  not  having  been  signed  by  His 
Majesty  till  the  17th  October. 

The  undersigned  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  His  Britannic  Majesty  begs  to  observe  upon  these 
transactions,  first,  that  they  cannot  be  considered  to  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  His  Most  Catholic 
Majesty's  engagement  "  to  act  towards  the  British  subjects  "  in 
respect  to  their  claims  on  the  French  government  ^*  in  the  same 
spirit  of  justice  which  the  French  subjects  have  experienced  in 
Great  Britain." 
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It  is  well  known  that  the  latter  have  long  ago  received  all 
that  they  can  legally  claim  from  the  government ;  and  if  any 
individual  French  subject  thinks  himself  aggrieved  by  govern- 
ment, he,  equally  with  any  British  subject,  can  go  into  a  British 
Court  of  Justice  to  claim  those  rights  in  which  the  law  will 
protect  him. 

Secondly,  the  2nd  and  4th  additional  Articles  were  framed 
to  give  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  in  France  the  same 
justice  which  French  subjects  enjoyed  in  Great  Britain ;  that  is, 
an  early  and  fair  decision  upon  their  claims  by  means  of  Com- 
missioners, acting  independently  and  impartially,  by  virtue  of 
full  powers  from  their  respective  governments.  By  adverting  to 
the  instructions,  under  His  Majesty's  sign  manual,  to  the  French 
Commissioners,  it  will  be  seen  that  those  Commissioners  have  no 
powers  to  ^^  liquidcUe"  the  claims  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
subjects.  They  are  authorized  only  to  treat  in  His  Majesty's 
name  with  the  British  Commissioners  respecting  the  claims  of 
British  subjects,  and,  as  far  as  the  last  clause  of  the  instructions 
can  be  understood,  to  report  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  who 
will  convey  His  Majesty's  instructions. 

With  every  confidence  in  His  Majesty's  good  intentions  and 
justice,  the  undersigned,  on  the  part  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  protests  against  the  enclosed  appointment  and 
instructions. 

First,  they  do  not  contain  any  reference  to  the  2nd  additional 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  although  that  is  the  Article  un- 
der which  it  is  agreed  that  the  Commissioners  shall  be  named. 

Secondly,  they  do  not  give  those  Commissioners  the  same 
powers  as  the  British  Commissioners  have  under  the  2nd  and 
3rd  Articles  of  their  instructions,  such  as  the  French  Commis- 
sioners ought  to  have  under  the  4th  additional  Article  pour 
s^occuper  "cfe  Vexamen  et  liquidation^^  of  the  claims  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  subjects. 

So  much  time  has  now  elapsed  since  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  and  since  the  British  Commissioners  have  been  in  Paris, 
that  it  becomes  essentially  necessary  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  for  the  execution  of  these  Articles  of  the  Treaty ;  and 
the  undersigned  therefore  entreats  le  Comte  de  Jaucourt  to 
bring  this  note  and  the  annexed  papers  under  the  consideration 
of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty,  and  to  urge  His  Majesty  to  direct 
the  Minister  of  Finance  to  prepare  for  his  signature  an  appoint- 
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ment  and  instructions  for  the  Commissioners  under  the  2nd  and 
4th  additional  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  which  shall  be 
in  conformity  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  those  Articles. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  of  assuring  the  Comte 
de  Jaucourt  of  his  high  consideration. 

Wellington. 


Vi8cou7it  Castlereagh  to  Earl  BathursL 

Deab  Bathubst,  Moant  Stewart,  26th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  fed  with  you  the  question  between  Spain  and  Portugal  to  bo  a  very 
embarrassing  one,  especially  to  us.  I  also  incline  to  think  that  as  a  line  of 
absolute  neutrality  or  indifference  would  in  the  long  run  be  hardly  practi- 
cable, the  most  prudent  mode  of  interfering  will  be  by  considering  the 
whole  as  a  species  of  infraction  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  and  on  this  ground 
that  we  should  invite  the  five  other  Powers  who  signed  that  settlement  to 
concur  with  us  in  offering  a  joint  mediation  to  arrange  all  differences  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  general 
pacification  there  concluded.  This  will  mix  France  and  Sweden  in  the 
question.  The  latter  will  be  no  embarrassment ;  the  former  Fo^fer  it  is 
essential  to  carry  along  with  us. 

If  this  is  our  ultimate  measure,  the  only  question  is  how  to  prevent  addi- 
tional complications  that  may  in  the  mean  time  occur.  I  rather  think, 
whatever  may  be  threatened,  that  nothing  can  happen  during  the  winter. 
The  Spaniards  have  no  army  in  a  state  of  equipment  to  enter  Portugal.  At 
this  season,  and  even,  as  I  believe,  till  the  green  forage  exists,  which  is  not 
till  late  in  May,  operations  are  utterly  impracticable  in  that  country  without 
a  scale  of  preparation  of  which  the  Spanish  government  is  wholly  inca- 
pable. On  the  other  hand,  we  hear  of  no  preparations  in  Portugal  for 
sending  more  force  across  the  Atlantic,  nor  can  this  be  attempted  without 
our  having  full  notice. 

My  notion  then  is,  that,  if  you  cannot  gain  time  upon  the  plea  of  the 
present  separation  of  the  Cabinet,  you  should  take  up  the  ground  of 
declining  a  separate  interference,  declaring  at  the  same  time  that  the  Prince 
Regent  cannot  see  with  indifference  so  serious  an  interruption  to  the  general 
tranquillity,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  immediately  to  call  the  attention 
of  his  Allies,  who  signed  the  Peace  of  Vienna,  to  the  question  for  the  pur- 
pose of  interposing  their  good  ofiBces  conjointly  to  settle  matters. 

Pending  this  reference,  I  think  it  desirable,  if  possible,  to  keep  matters 
quiet,  without  actually  engaging  to  stop  the  Portuguese  government  from 
moving  troops.  This  is  a  strong  measure  in  principle,  and  it  is  desirable 
to  tranquillize  the  Spanish  government  by  showing  them  the  improbability 
of  such  an  attempt,  rather  than  by  pledging  Ourselves  by  force  to  prevent 
it.  As  far  as  management  goes,  there  can  be  no  difiBcul^  in  saying  that  our 
endeavours  will  be  so  directed. 

Perhaps  it  is  an  additional  motive  for  making  this  a  Congress  question,  in 
order  that  we  may  be  enabled,  with  the  concurrence  of  Europe,  to  force  upon 
Spain  some  more  liberal  and  practicable  system  for  South  America*    Tfea 
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conduct  of  Portugal  is  not  to  be  defended ;  and  yet  she  might  well  say 
that  Spain,  by  driving  her  colonies  into  revolt,  was  in  fact  republicanizing 
the  whole  continent,  and  ultimately  subverting  the  Portuguese  monarchy 
in  the  Brazils. 

I  think  Sfjain  may  await  with  the  less  impatience  the  interference  of 
Europe,  as  she  hardly  yet  can  judge  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Plate,  and 
she  must  depend  upon  recovering  her  ground  there  by  negotiation  rather 
than  by  arms ;  whilst  in  Euro()e,  if  the  attack  upon  Portiigal  is  only  looked 
to  upon  a  principle  of  holding  that  country  as  a  counter  security,  she  had 
better  not  involve  herself  in  a  war  of  serious  expense,  and  possible  failure, 
till  she  sees  clearly  that  she  has  no  other  expedient  left  by  which  she  can 
do  herself  justice. 

Ever  yours  (in  haste), 

Castlereagh. 


[  802.  j  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpooi. 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  27th  Oct,  1814. 

T  enclose  copies  of  two  letters,  one  of  the  17th*  and  one  of 
this  date,t  which  I  have  written  to  Lord  Castlereagh  in  regard 
to  Prince  Hardenberg's  plans  for  the  partition  of  the  countries 
on  the  left  of  the  Rhine ;  likewise  a  letter  written  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  this  afternoon  upon  the  same  subject  as  my  despatch 
of  the  25th. 

There  is  nothing  new.  The  discussion  on  the  Emigrants 
Estate  Bill  is  going  on  well. 

Lord  Harrowby  sets  out  to-morrow. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  803.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  27th  Oct,  1814. 

Since  I  closed  my  letter  to  you  of  this  morning  I  have  seen 
a  person  who  has  seen  a  letter  from  La  Bemadiere  to  one  of 
his  friends  here,  in  which  La  Bemadiere  states  his  opinion  that 
all  that  can  be  done  at  Vienna  is  to  keep  the  Ministers  now  at 
Congress  assembled  in  discussion  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
enable  France  to  prepare  for  the  war  which  must  be  the  result 
of  the  Congress. ' 

I  mention  this  circumstance  as  it  may  throw  some  light  on 

*  See  p.  846.  t  Seep.  881. 
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the  conversation  with  Blacas  reported  in  my  despatch  of  the 

25th. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh.  r  804.  ] 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Pans,  27th  Oct.,  1814. 

Although  I  wrote  the  despatch  which  accompanies  this  the 
night  before  last,  1  have  delayed  to  transmit  it  till  now,  that  I 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  talking  to  Lord  Harrowby,  who  is 
still  here,  regarding  its  contents,  and  might  make  farther  inquiry 
whether  the  impression  I  received  from  my  conversation  with 
Blacas  was  correct  or  not.  I  have  not  since  been  able  to  see 
Blacas,  and  have  not  heard  of  the  subject  of  our  conversation 
from  any  other  quarter ;  but  I  think  it  better  to  send  you  the 
despatch,  with  the  information  that  I  have  heard  no  more  upon 
the  subject. 

I  have  not  written  to  you  since  the  17th  respecting  the 
countries  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine,  as,  in  fact,  the  substance  of 
what  I  had  to  say  to  you  is  in  that  letter.  The  Prince  of 
Orange  will  have  a  bad  frontier  if  Luxembourg  is  in  the  hands 
of  Bavaria,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated ;  he  will  not  have  a 
very  good  one  if  he  has  Luxembourg  himself,  because  it  will 
be  too  extended ;  and  he  will,  in  fact,  have  only  a  lisiere  along 
the  French  frontier,  and  between  that  and  the  Prussian  domi- 
nions. He  will  have  a  very  good  one  if  Prussia  is  brought 
forward  to  Luxembourg,  and  his  frontier  goes  along  the  Meuse 
to  Huy,  and  even  Liege,  and  runs  thence  to  the  Rhine  by  any 
convenient  line.  This  is,  I  believe,  what  he  would  himself 
prefer. 

These  are  the  only  military  points  in  the  case ;  the  others  are 
for  political  consideration.  First,  the  cession  of  the  territories  of 
the  House  of  Orange  in  Germany  in  exchange  for  Liege,  which 
I  always  understood  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  to  have  at  all 
events.  I  don't  think  the  Prince  will  agree  to  that  exchange. 
In  fact,  if  he  does  not  get  the  course  of  the  Meuse  from  the 
Powers  of  Europe,  on  the  principle  of  the  necessity  of  forming 
a  great  Power  on  the  northern  frontier  of  France,  without  sacrifice 
on  his  part,  or  if  Li^ge  is  to  be  kept  back  as  belonging  to  Ger- 
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many,  he  had  better  not  take  the  other  provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, as  he  will  be  placed  in  the  advanced  post  to  cover  others, 
without  the  means  of  defending  either  them  or  himself;  whereas, 
by  remaining  within  his  old  frontier,  he  must  be  protected  by 
others.  I  think  the  same  reasoning  might  almost  be  applied 
with  fairness  to  throwing  him  back  from  the  Mouse  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  here,  secondly,  would  arise  the  ques- 
tion whether,  considering  the  interest  which  all  the  Powers  of 
Europe  have  in  keeping  the  French  out  of  Germany,  and  there- 
fore away  from  the  Rhine,  it  would  not  suit  the  interests  of  the 
Powers  in  the  south  of  Germany  to  put  Prussia  in  possession  of 
Mayence,  with  a  view  to  induce  that  Power  first  to  come  forward 
to  the  French  frontier,  and  next  to  make  such  cessions  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange  between  the  Meuse  and  the  Rhine  as  would 
make  him  a  real  bulwark.  These  are  not  the  points  on  which 
you  wished  to  have  my  opinion,  but  I  throw  them  out  for  your 
better  consideration,  and  merely  to  show  you  what  I  think 
would  be  the  best  military  arrangement  of  the  countries  on  the 
left  of  the  Rhine. 
I'll  send  a  copy  of  this  letter,  and  of  mine  of  the  17th,  to 

England. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

AVellington, 


The  Earl  of  lAverpodl  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  deab  Castlereagh,  Fife  House,  28th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  memorandum  of  Vansittart's  on  reading  your  des- 
patches of  the  14th  inst. 

I  think  his  pai)er  contains  very  much  the  impression  of  several  of  our 
other  colleagues,  viz.,  that  we  have  done  enough  on  this  question  of  Poland, 
and  that  if  our  efforts  should  not  have  been  successful,  the  time  is  now 
come  when,  according  to  one  of  your  former  despatches,  it  would  be  far 
better  that  we  should  withdraw  ourselves  from  the  question  altogether,  and 
reserve  ourselves  for  points  on  which  we  have  a  more  immediate  and  direct 
interest. 

I  am  the  more  strongly  inclined  to  this  opinion  because  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded, as  I  have  already  said,  that  no  arrangement  respecting  Poland  can 
now  be  either  creditable  or  satisfactory. 

I  think  it  very  material  that  we  should  likewise  consider  that  our  war 
with  America  will  probably  now  be  of  some  duration.  We  owe  it  there- 
fore to  ourselves  not  to  make  enemies  in  other  quarters  if  we  can  avoid  it, 
for  I  cannot  but  feel  apprehensive  that  some  of  our  European  Allies  will 
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not  be  indisposed  to  favonr  the  Americans;  and  if  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
should  be  desirous  of  taking  up  their  cause,  we  are  well  aware,  from  some 
of  Lord  Walpole's  late  commimications,  that  there  is  a  most  powerful  party 
in  Russia  to  support  him.  We  shall  bo  happy  to  hear  that  you  have  been 
able  to  keep  clear  of  any  engagement  with  Russia  as  to  the  Dutch  debt. 

Looking  to  a  continuance  of  the  American  war,  our  financial  state  is  far 
from  satisfactory.  Without  taking  into  the  account  any  compensation  to 
foreign  Powers  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  we  shidl  want  a  loan  for 
the  service  of  the  year  of  27,000,000?.  or  28,000,000?. 

The  American  war  will  not  cost  us  less  than  10,000,000?.,  in  addition  to 
our  peace  establishment  and  other  expenses.  We  must  expect,  therefore, 
to  hear  it  said  that  the  property- tax  is  continued  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
a  better  frontier  for  Canada. 

Your  note  to  Talleyrand  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  is  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  will  place  us  on  excellent  ground  as  to  that  question. 

Liverpool. 
[Enclosube.] 

Memorandum  hy  Mr,  Vansittart, 

I  begin  to  apprehend  that  we  are  making  ourselves  too  much  principals  in 
the  disputes  respecting  Poland.  The  pretensions  of  Russia  evidently  endanger 
the  security  and  independence  of  Austria  and  Prussia ;  but  those  Powers  are 
at  least  wavering  in  tiieir  resistance,  if  not  disposed  to  acquiesce^  for  the  sake 
of  soonring  objects  still  more  interesting  to  them.  We  run  the  risk,  therefore, 
of  being  disavowed,  and  represented  abroad  as  actuated  by  a  jealousy  of  the 
greatness  of  Russia,  and  at  home  as  the  advocates  and  instigators  of  a  83rstem 
of  partition. 

I  cannot  look  without  apprehension  at  the  means  by  which  (if  at  all)  the 
views  of  Russia  can  be  counteracted.  I  can  see  no  other  than  by  bringing 
forward  France  as  a  leading  Power  either  in  war  or  negotiation,  and  re-esta- 
blishing her  influence  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  which  it  has  cost  us  so  much 
to  overturn. 

After  all,  we  can  have  no  security  against  some  treacherous  compromise 
between  France  and  Russia ;  and  there  is  even  a  mat  probability  that  in  re- 
sentment of  our  interference,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  may  be  disposed  to  listen 
to  some  suggestion  for  bringing  forward  questions  of  maritime  law  at  the 
Oongress. 

With  respect  to  the  Polish  question  itself,  I  cannot  help  thinking  there  is 
some  weight  in  the  Emperor's  observation  to  Lord  Castlercagh,  *'  that  Russia 
would  gain  more  power  by  acquiring  half  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  as  a  province 
than  the  whole  as  a  kingdom.'*  The  Emperor,  in  accepting  the  crown  of 
Poland,  becomes  bound  to  give  the  kingdom  a  constitution  ;  and  whether  he 
restores  the  constitution  of  1790,  or  the  old  one,  or  frames  a  new  one,  he  will 
infalUbly  cripple  the  powers  of  his  government,  and  render  the  Poles  much 
less  manageable  than  when  directly  subjects  of  Russia.  There  is,  besides,  the 
greatest  probability  that  in  the  course  of  one  or  two  generations,  at  the  utmost, 
the  nominal  independence  of  Poland  would  become  real.  A  minority,  or  a 
weak  reign,  in  Russia  would  bring  about  a  separation  which  all  the  other 
Powers  of  Europe  would  be  inclined  to  countenance. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  far  as  British  interests  ore  concerned,  I  tliink  the  de- 
cision of  the  question  of  no  great  political  importance  to  us  cither  way ;  and 


384    NEGOTIATION  WITH  AMERICAN  COMMISSIONERS. 

that  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  we  should  reap  considerable  advantage  oren 
from  a  nominal  independence  of  Poland.  Russia,  from  whatever  cause,  shows 
the  strongest  spirit  of  hostility  against  our  trade ;  and  nothing  could  so  effec- 
tually defeat  her  restrictive  regulations  as  the  opening  the  ports  of  an  adjoin- 
ing kingdom,  in  which,  even  if  similar  prohibitions  were  nominally  imposed, 
they  would  be  constantly  evaded.  It  is,  indeed,  weU  known  that  previously 
to  the  final  partition  of  Poland  large  quantities  of  British  goods,  prohibited  in 
Russia,  always  found  their  way  there  through  the  Polish  ports  ;  and  the  same 
tiling,  I  am  told,  in  a  degree  takes  place  at  present  in  the  uncertainty  of  the 
final  settlement. 

These  ideas  occurred  to  mo  upon  reading  the  conversations  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  with  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Lord  Stuart,  and  they  lead  me  to  this 
practical  conclusion,  tiiat  though  wo  were  bound  to  support  to  a  certain  extent 
the  endeavours  of  Austria  and  Prussia  to  prevent  the  extension  of  a  dominion 
dangerous  to  their  independence,  yet  that  we  have  now  fiiUy  performed  all 
that  could  be  expected  from  us,  and  that  we  ought  to  avoid  irritating  Russia 
by  a  pertinacious  opposition  which  is  so  unlikely  to  be  successful. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Duke,  Fife  House,  28th  Oct,  1814. 

The  last  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  puts  an  end,  I  think,  to 
any  hopes  we  might  have  entertained  of  our  being  able  to  bring  the  war 
with  America  at  this  time  to  a  conclusion. 

We  proposed  the  uti  possidetis  to  be  the  basis  of  the  treaty  as  to  terri- 
tory, subject,  however,  to  such  modifications  as  might  be  found  on  discus- 
sion reciprocally  advantageous.  They  are  disposed  to  advance  the  extra- 
vagant doctrine  of  some  of  the  revolutionary  governments  of  France,  viz., 
that  they  never  will  cede  any  part  of  their  dominions,  even  though  they 
shall  have  been  conquered  by  their  enemies.  ITiis  principle  they  bring 
forward  during  a  war  in  which  one  of  their  chief  efibrts  has  been  to  con- 
quer and  annex  Canada  to  the  United  States. 

The  doctrine  of  the  American  government  is  a  very  convenient  one : 
that  they  will  always  be  ready  to  keep  what  they  acquire,  but  never  to 
give  up  what  they  lose.  I  cannot,  however,  believe  that  such  a  doctrine 
would  receive  any  countenance  (especially  after  all  that  has  passed)  in 
Europe. 

We  still  think  it  desirable  to  gain  a  little  more  time  before  the  negotiation 
is  brought  to  a  close ;  and  we  shall  therefore  call  upon  them  to  deliver  in 
a  full  projet  of  all  the  conditions  on  which  they  are  ready  to  make  peace, 
before  we  enter  into  discussion  on  any  of  the  points  contained  in  our  last 
note. 

There  can  be,  however,  very  little  doubt  as  to  the  result,  unless  some 

extraordinary  good  news  should  come  in  the  interval,  which  I  do  not 

expect. 

I  am,  &c., 

LlVEBPOOIi. 
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To  Ijord  Viscount  Castlereagh,  [  806. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  30th  Oct.,  1814. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum  which  has  been  put  into  my  hands 
regarding  a  memoir  on  a  plan  for  invading  India  through  the 
continent  of  Asia,  for  which  the  possessor  asks  600  guineas.  1 
beg  to  have  your  Lordship*s  directions  whether  to  purchase  it 
or  not. 

I  have,  &C., 

Wellington. 

[Englosubb.] 

A  Son  Excellence  MonBeigneur  le  Due  de  Wellington^  Pair  d*Angleterre, 

M^MoiBE  sur  lo  Manuscrit  de  M.  de  Reuillt  sur  I'Exp^itioD  de  I'lnde. 

M.  de  Reuilly,  Auditeur  au  Conseil  d'Etat,  et  Correspondant  de  Tln- 
stitut,  ci-devant  Prdfet  k  Florence  (Italic),  auteur  du  Mdmoire  sur  TEx- 
pddition  de  Tlnde,  a  6t4  aussi  Secrdtaire  d*Ambassade  sous  le  Gdndral 
Hddouville  en  Russie.  11  fit  pendant  son  sdjour  en  Russie  un  voyage  en 
Crimde.  De  retour  k  Paris  il  publia  deux  ouvrages,  Tun  intituM  "  Voyage 
en  Crimde,"  et  Tautre  "  Description  du  Thibet.'* 

ArriviS  en  Crimde,  il  s'est  lid  avec  le  Mdtropolite  Grec  et  autres  person- 
nages  marquants  du  pays.  Son  litre  de  Fran9ais,  et  la  bienveillance  de 
M.  Pallas,  Tout  mis  k  mdme  de  faire  ce  mdmoire  sur  Tlnde,  d*apr^s  les 
instructions  secrettes  qu'il  avait  re^es. 

Ce  Mdmoire  traite  : — 

1.  De  Talliance  que  Ton  pourrait  faire  avec  les  ennemis  de  la  puissance 

Anglaisc. 

2.  De  Texpddition  maritime. 

3.  De  Texpddition  par  terre. 

4.  Du  matdriel  de  I'armde  et  du  choix  des  hommes  et  de  leur  con- 

servation pour  la  rdussite  de  Texpddition. 

5.  De  rhabillement  et  de  Tarmement  de  I'armde  en  gdndral. 

6.  D'uue  copie  de  note,  dont  Toriginal  a  dtd  remise  k  Buonaparte  par 

M.  Pallas. 

7.  Enfin,  d'une  carte  faite  expr^s  poiur  ce  Mdmoire,  qui  se  trouve  k  la 

fin  do  ce  volume,  avec  Titindraire  tracd  pour  Texpddition. 

n  ne  reste  que  le  manuscrit  de  Tauteur,  dont  il  n'a  dtd  fait  qu'une  seule 
copie,  qui  a  dtd  remise  k  Napoldon  en  1806,  et  qui  Pa  emportd  avec  lui  k 
Moscou.  Ce  Mdmoire  est  done  unique,  et  pent  dtre  regardd  comme  une 
preuve  du  projet  que  Napoldon  avait  con9U. 

M.  de  Reuilly,  auteur  de  ce  Mdmoire,  est  mort  depuis  quatre  ans.  II  a 
Idgud  sa  bibliothfeque  k  un  ami  qui  s*cn  trouve  possesseur  aujourd'hui.  11 
ddsire,  d'apr^  les  avis  que  je  lui  ai  donnds,  que  Son  Excellence  eu  fasse 
Tacquisition.     Ses  prdtentions  k  ce  sujet  sont  de  600  guindes. 

C*est  mot  qui  lui  ai  couseilld  de  le  faire  parvenir  k  Son  Excellence,  car 

VOL.  IX.  ^  ^ 
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lore  de  rarriv^e  des  troupes  allies  a  Paris  il  voulait  en  fairc  hommage  a  Sa 
Majesty  TEmpereur  Alexandre. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  laisser  a  Texamen  de  Votre  Excellence  le  dit  manuscrit 
et  la  carte  y  jointe,  et  d'attendre  sa  r^ponse. 

Je  joins  k  Tappui  de  ce  M^moire  le  Voyage  en  Crim^e  et  la  Description 
du  Thibet,  Tun  et  Tautro  publics  i)ar  feu  M.  de  Reuilly. 

M.  Alexandre. 


Camte  de  Blacas  dWulps  to  Field  Marshal  the  Dukt  of  Wellington, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  cc  30  Octobre,  1814. 

Je  me  suis  empress^  de  remcttre  au  Roi  Tdcrit  que  Lord  Grenville  d^ 
siroit  faire  parvenir  k  Sa  Majesty,  et  je  prie  Votre  Excellence  d'etre  per- 
Buad^e  que  la  confiancc  avec  laqucUe  vous  vous  dies  acquitt^  de  cette  com- 
mission est  un  sentiment  auquel  le  Roi  attache  le  plus  grand  prix.  Quelle 
que  soit  Topinion  manifest^e  dans  cet  ouvrage,  Sa  Majesty  ne  doute  pas 
qu'elle  n'y  trouve  les  principes  g^n^raux  auxquels  elle  ne  pourra  qn*ap- 
plaudir,  et  le  talent  qui  leur  prfite  encore  plus  d'autorit^. 

Je  prie  Votre  Excellence  d'agr^er  avec  sessentimens  ordinaires  Tassurance 
de  la  haute  consideration  avec  laquelle  j'ai  Thonneur  d'etre,  my  Lord, 

Votre  tres  humble  et  trte  obeissant  serviteur, 

Blacas  d*Aulp8. 


The  Emperor  of  Russia  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Vienne,  Ic  18  (30)  Octobre,  1814.* 

J'ai  tard^  jusqu*a  present  a  vous  r^pondre,  my  Lord,  parceque  j'ai  voulu 
auparavant  peser  miirement  la  force  de  chacun  des  argumens  que  vous 
cherchiez  k  opposer  au  determination  que  j*ai  prise  et  que  je  vons  ai  cour 
fi^e  relativement  au  Duch^  de  Varsovie.  J'ai  eu  aussi  de  la  peine,  je  Tavoue, 
k  comprendre  vos  motifs  et  leur  explication,  et  k  concilier  vos  d-marches 
avec  les  sentiments  que  vous  exprimez,  et  votre  d^biit  au  Congrfes  avec  la 
conduite  pass^e  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

La  forme  que  vous  avez  suivie  est  aussi  celle  que  j'adopte.  La  r^ponse 
au  Memorandum  contiendra  la  en  forme  d'une  piece  que  je  ne  puis  envisager 
d'apr^  les  determinations  dont  elle  menace,  que  comme  un  acte  k  peu  pres 
officiel,  mais  il  m*a  paru  necessaire  que  dans  cette  lettre  particuli^re  je 
Yous  parle  de  ce  qui  a  fait  Tobjet  de  la  votre. 

Apr^  une  introduction  dont  je  ne  me  connaltrai  pas  Tintention,  vous 
dites,  my  Lord,  que  vous  verriez  meme  avec  satisfaction  que  je  re^usse  un 
agrandissement  liberal  et  important  du  cdte  de  mes  fronti^res  Polonaises, 
un  gage  considerable  de  la  reconnaissance  de  TEurope,  pourvu  que  ce  ne 
soit  pas  imposant  k  mes  voisins,  im  arrangement  inconsistent  avec  ce  que 
des  etats  inddpendans  se  doivent  les  uns  aux  autres. 

*  See  letter  fipom  Lord  OasUereagh  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  p.  329. 
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€omme  je  partage  k  cet  ^gard  entiferemcnt  votre  opinion,  et  que  la  r^- 

'ponse  au  Memorandum  prouve  au  long  que  je  ne  m'eu  suis  nullement 

ddparti,  je  n'aurai  rien  k  ajouter  ici  sur  cettc  mati^re,  sinon  k  vous  t^ 

moigner  ma  surprise  de  vous  voir  rcncb^rir  sur  les  apprehensions  de  mes 

voisins. 

Je  paBse  done  k  rarticle  oil  vous  me  rappelcz  des  ^v^nemens  dont  je  ne 
perdrai  jamais  le  souvenir,  c'est-k-dire  I'assistance  franche  et  cordiale  que 
j*ai  refu  de  la  part  de  TAngleterre  lorsque  je  luttais  seul  contre  tout  le 
Continent  conduit  par  Napoleon. 

L'on  se  met  toujours  dans  son  tort  quand  on  veut  porter  en  compte  k 
quelqu'un  des  services  rendus.  Si  j'avais  cru  trouver  dans  vos  remarquee 
cette  intention,  ou  bien  le  soup9on  injuste  de  ne  pas  sufiisamment  apprecier 
le  caract^re  ^lev^  de  la  nation,  et  la  politique  ^clair^e  et  amicale  du  Cabinet 
Britannique  pendant  le  cours  de  la  guerre,  je  n'y  eusse  pas  r^pondu.  Mais 
nous  avons  k  discuter  Tavenir,  et  pour  cela  il  est  naturel  de  bien  s'expliquer 
sur  le  pass^.  La  r^ponse  au  Memorandum  vous  d^montrera  que  toutes  les 
acquisitions  que  j'ai  faites  jusqu'k  present  n'ont  eu  de  valeur  que  stricte- 
ment  sous  le  rapport  d6fcnsif.  Je  sufi&ra  done  de  vous  adresser  la  ques- 
tion suivante :  Si  dans  la  lutte  k  mort  que  j*ai  soutenue  au  coeur  de  mes 
^tats  je  n*avais  pas  4t4  tranquille  du  cot^  des  Turcs,  aurai-je  pu  mettre 
dans  la  continuation  de  la  guerre  les  grands  moyens  que  j'y  ai  consacr^s,  et 
r Europe  cut  elle  4t4  aflfranchie?  Vous  me  faites  entendre  que  I'Angleterre 
n^a  consent!  k  Tacquisition  de  la  Norv^ge  en  faveur  de  la  SuMe  que  pour 
me  garantir  Tacquisition  antdrieure  de  la  Finlande.  Pour  moi  j'^tais  parti 
d*un  parti  plus  g^ndreux,  et  en  soUieitant  TAngleterre  k  concourir  a  la 
garantie  de  la  Norv^ge,  je  voulais  procurer  im  alli6  de  plus  k  notre  cause. 
Je  ne  pouvais  perdre  de  vue  les  grands  avantages  maritimes  que  la  Norv^ 
donnait  k  la  Su6de  contre  moi. 

Cependant  tout  compens^  ma  capitale  ^tait  devenue  inattaquable,  tandis 
que  la  SuMe  mieux  conoentr^  n*avait  plus  rien  k  rodouter.  De  cette  fa^n 
on  gagnait  de  part  et  d'autre  en  siiret^,  et  toutes  les  raisons  de  discussions 
et  d'alarmes  ^taient  ^cart^es.  Si  les  regies  de  IMquilibre  ne  se  trouvent 
point  la,  j*ignore  oil  il  faudra  les  chercber. 

Vous  voyez,  my  Lord,  que  je  n'ai  pas  m6connu  le  veritable  sens  dans 
lequel  vous  m*avez  rappel^  quelques  aetes  de  la  politique  de  votre  Cabinet, 
et  que  je  suis  loin  d*en  vouloir  diminuer  le  m^rite. 

Sans  doute  que  de  I'issue  du  pr^nt  Congrte  depend  le  sort  futur  des 
dtats  Europ^ens,  et  tons  mes  efforts,  tons  mes  sacrifices  ont  eu  pour  objet 
de  voir  les  membres  de  notre  union  r^up^rer  ou  acqu^rir  des  dimensions 
capables  de  maintenir  T^quilibre  g^n^ral.  J'ignore  done  oomment  avec  de 
pareils  principes  le  Congrts  actuel  pourrait  devenir  un  foyer  d'intrigues  et 
de  baine,  une  sc^ne  d'efforts  iniques  pour  acqudrir  le  pouvoir,  Je  me  d^ 
fends  de  toumer  cette  phrase  contre  aucun  de  mes  Allies,  quelqu'extraordi- 
naire  qu'il  ait  dii  me  paraltre  de  le  trouver  dans  votre  lettre. 

C*est  au  monde  qui  a  vu  mes  principes  depuis  le  passage  de  la  Vistula 
jusqu'a^celui  de  la  Seine,  a  juger  si  le  d^sir  d*aequ^rir  un  million  d*&mes  de 
plus  de  population,  ou  celui  de  m*assurer  une  preponderance  quelconque, 
etait  capable  de  m'animer,  et  de  guider  aucime  de  mes  d-marches. 

La  p^rete  de  mes  intentions  me  rend  fort.  Si  je  tiens  k  I'ordre  des  choses 
que  je  voudraiB  etablir  en  Polog9e,  c'est  parceque  j'ai  dans  ma  con8A.\«cifi^ 
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rintime  conviction  que  ce  serait  agir  en  faveur  de  I'avantage  g^n^ral,  plus 
encore  que  pour  mon  int^r§t  personnel.  Cette  politique  morale,  quelque 
nuance  que  vous  cherchiez  a  lui  douuer,  trouverait  peut  £tre  des  appr^cia- 
teurs  chez  les  nations,  oil  tout  ce  qui  est  d^int^ressd  et  bienveillant  est 
accueilli. 

Au  surplus  les  details  et  les  raisonnemens  contenus  dans  la  r^ponse  au 
Memorandum  serviront,  je  me  flatte,  h  vous  calmer  sur  le  sinistre  avenir  que 
vous  voulez  pr^sager  pour  les  puissances,  auxquelles  me  lie  tout  ce  que 
Tamiti^  et  la  confiance  ont  de  plus  indissoluble.  Je  compte  de  leur  part 
sur  un  retour  parfait.  Quand  de  pareils  ^l^mens  existent  on  ne  doit  pas 
craindre,  quelques  soient  les  brandons  de  discorde  qu  on  cherchera  a  jeter 
parmi  nous,  quMl  ne  r^sulte  du  Congr^s  un  ^tat  de  choses  honorable  pour 
chacun,  et  tranquillisant  pour  tons. 

Quant  a  ce  qui  conceme  les  soins  que  je  dois  k  mes  propres  snjets  et  roes 
devoirs  envers  eux,  c*est  a  moi  a  les  connaitre ;  et  il  n*y  a  que  la  droiture  de 
Tos  motifs  qui  ait  pu  me  faire  rcvenir  sur  les  premiers  impressions  qu*a 
produit  en  moi  la  lecture  de  ce  passage  do  votre  lettre. 

Au  reste,  ma  r^ponse  et  maconfiance  dans  cette  occasion  vous  prouveront, 
my  Lord,  que  mes  sentimens  sinc^res  pour  vous  n*ont  pas  changes. 

Alexandre. 

psnclosure.] 
Heponse  au  Memorandum, 

L'auteor  du  Memorandum  no  pouvoit  assur^ment  point  faire  un  cboix  pins 
analogue  aux  circonstances  qu'en  introduiaant  sa  pi^e  par  le  pr^mbule  de  co 
traite'  de  Kaliscb,  oU  les  maximcs  d'etat  et  les  principes  de  I'Empereur  de 
toutes  les  Bussics  se  trouvent  dans  leur  vrai  jour.  C'est  le  premier  lien  auquel 
s'est  rattach€  Tinddpendance  de  tous  les  ^tats.  G'est  la  Busde  qui  a  4i6  au 
devant  d*eux,  apr&s  avoir  extermin^  les  forces  Fran9aise8  qui  avaient  ddvaste 
8C8  provinces,  et  qui  a  voulu  que  ses  ancions  Alli^  reprissent  toute  leur  puis- 
sance. L*Empereur  y  a  consacre  des  moyens  extraordinaires,  et  ni  Moscou  en 
oendres  ni  ses  villes  et  ses  campagnes  desole'es  n'ont  pu  Tarr^ter  dans  cette 
grande  et  gdn^euse  entreprise,  k  laquelle  sa  moderation  attirait  tant  de  moyens. 
Mais  ce  ne  sont  point  la  les  conclusions  que  I'auteur  du  Memorandum  veut 
produire  :  11  veut  prouver  que  TEmpereur  s'^carte  de  ses  premiers  principes, 
qu'il  m^conuait  la  foi  des  traits  qu'il  menace  la  siirete  de  ses  Yoisins. 

Sa  Majesty  a  lu  ayeo  calme  d'aussi  ^trangcs  inculpations,  quoiqu'il  ne  s  y 
attendisse  point  de  la  personne  qui  est  entr^  en  lice.  Mais  sa  oonduite  les  a 
refute  d'avance ;  et  cette  r^pouse  servira,  ello  Tesp&re,  k  calmer  toutes  les 
alarmes  et  k  rendre  superflues  de  nouvelles  remontranoes  de  ce  genre. 

Pour  appuyer  son  nusonnement  Tauteur  du  Memorandum  cite  teztuellement 
Tarticle  2  du  traits  de  Elaliscb  :  de  Ik  il  passe  k  la  convention  du  27  Juin,  et 
en  rappelle  les  stipulations,  o'est-k-dire  celles  qui  concement  le  Duch^  de 
Yarsovie,  et  les  acquisitions  en  faveur  de  TAutricbe  et  de  la  Pmsse.  Finale- 
ment  il  rapporte  les  conditions  du  premier  article  secret  du  traite  d'alliance  du 
9  Septembre,  1813.  II  en  inf^re  que  "  d'apr^  le  sens  de  ccs  diff^rens  engage- 
ments, il  n'est  nulle  part  suppose  que  I'Empereur  s'envisageoit  comme  uutoris^ 
k  disposer  de  tout  le  Duch^  de  Yarsovie,  avec  ses  forteresses,  par  la  raison  qu*il 
en  avait  fait  la  conqu^te  aveo  ses  seules  armes  ;  et  que  ce  n'est  que  par  forme 
de  gr&ce  et  de  faveur  qu'il  est  intentionn^  d'assigner  k  la  Prusse  la  ville  et  lo 
territoire  de  Danzig  ainsi  que  les  districts  n^essaiies  pour  lier  Tancienne 
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Prusae  avec  lea  autres  territoires  Pnissiena."  L'auteur  du  Memorandum  ajoute, 
"  qu'outre  cela  il  est  entendu  que  du  reate  du  Duch^  de  Varaovie  rEmpereur 
cre'era  une  monarcbie  a^par^,  pour,  de  concert  avec  aea  autrea  provinces 
Polonaiaca,  ^tre  adminiatr^  par  Sa  Majesty  Impdriale  en  qualite'  de  Boi  de 
Pologne. 

'*  Que  cette  d(^termination  eat  annonc^  comme  fond^  aur  le  deyoir  moral 
d'ameliorer  le  aort  dea  anciena  aujeta  Polonais  de  TEmpereur,  comme  celui  dea 
habitana  du  Ducbe. 

Citona-nouB  m^me  lea  actea  all^guf^a.    L'article  2  du  traite'  du  27  dit : — 
§  2.  La  dissolution  du  Duch^  de  Varaovie,  et  le  partage  dea  provincea  qui 
le  formcnt  entre  la  Ruaaie,  TAutricbe,  et  la  Pruaae. 

**  §  3.  L'agrandisaement  de  la  Pruaae  en  auite  de  ce  partage,  et  par  la  ccaaion 
de  la  ville  et  du  territoire  de  Danzig. 

"  §  4.  La  restitution  dea  provincea  lUyriennea  k  rAutriche,"  etc.,  etc. 

Yoilk  la  aubstance  de  ce  principal  article.  Mais  do  quel  acte  fait  il  partie  ? 
Dun  traite  purement  ^ventuol,  que  ni  TAutricbe  ni  la  Pruaae  n'euaaent  atteint 
cot  ^tonnant  accroiasement  de  puiasance,  de  territoire,  d'influence,  ou  de  con- 
sideration, ai  la  pourauite  de  la  guerre  n'avait  amen^  d*autrea  conqu6tea  bien 
plHS  considerables. 

D^  lora  lea  premi^rea  atipulationa  n'^taient  plus  applicablea  aux  r^sultats, 
et  devaient  suivre  d*autrea  proportions,  k  meaure  que  TAutriche  ainai  que  la 
Pruaae  acquerroient  la  perspective  d'immonaea  acquiaitiona,  la  Buaaie  acquer- 
roit  auasi  le  droit  de  pr^tendro  k  dea  dedommagementa  moina  reatreinta. 

Lea  puissances  allieea  ont  ai  bien  aenti  la  v^rit^  de  ce  fait,  que  dana  le  traits 
du  9  Septembre  il  n'est  plua  question  d'autre  choae,  ainon  **  d'un  arrangement 
k  Tamiuble  entre  lea  trois  Cours  de  Bussie,  d'Autriche,  et  de  Prusae  sur  le 
sorte  futur  du  Ducb^  de  Varaovie." 

Ou  la  redaction  de  cot  article  eat  insidieuse,  ou  Ton  y  roconnait  ^videmment 
les  droits  proportionnellemont  acquis  par  la  Rusaie ;  maia  dana  toua  les  caa  il  est 
aubversif  de  I'article  du  traite'  ^ventuel  de  Beichcnbach. 

Donnona  done  k  cclui  du  9  Septembre  toute  aa  force  d'intention  et  d'applica- 
tion,  et  voyons  si  ses  conditions  aont  rempliea.  Au  moment  ou  Danzig  fut 
tomb<^,  I'Empereur,  d*un  mouvement  spontan^,  remit  cette  place  ayec  son  ter- 
ritoire k  Sa  Majesty  Pruaaienne. 

L'Autricbe  a  rccup<^r<$  la  possession  enti^re  et  lea  revenua  dea  minea  de 
Wicliczka,  le  faubourg  et  le  rayon  de  Cracovie. 

Le  paya  k  c^der  k  la  Prusae  pour  lier  aea  anciennea  provincea  cat  un  dea  plua 
populeux  et  dea  plua  ricbea  du  Ducbe,  le  plua  avan9C  dana  la  civiliaation,  I'agri- 
culture,  et  Tinduatrie,  et  rempli  de  manufiicturea  qui  manquent  au  reste  du 
pays.  C*e8t-k-dire,  en  r^um^  que  TAutricbe  reprend  au  delk  de  trois  nul- 
lions  de  florins  d'Allemagne  de  rovenu  net,  un  territoire  riche  en  mines  de 
cbarbon  de  terre  et  de  souffro,  un  rayon  sans  lequel  Cracoviti  n'est  rien.  Ou, 
pour  £trc  plus  pr^is  encore,  c'est-kKUre,  que  la  Bussie  renonce  dans  la  Duch^  k 
un  quart  de  sa  population  et  un  tiers  de  aea  ricbeaaeaet  de  aea  revenua,  et  qu'elle 
n*aequiert  en  demibre  analyae  que  2,200,000  &mea  d'une  population  dont  le 
maximum  n'a  jamaia  paae<^  3,800,000,  et  environ  8,000,000  de  florina  d'Alle- 
magne de  revenua. 

Or  Tarrangement  le  plus  d^favoroble  pourrait  il  restreindre  d'avantage  le  lot 
de  la  Bussie  ?  Et  cette  acquisition,  on  le  demando  k  tout  homme  impartial, 
pent  elle  a'appelcr  immenae,  comme  la  qualifie  le  Memorandum  Angloia? 
Peut-elle  aeulement  a'appeler  considerable,  ou  m6me  Equitable,  en  comparaiaon 
dea  proportiona  r^aerv^ea  k  TAutricbe  et  k  la  Pruaae  dana  lea  contreea  lea  plua 
favoria^ca  de  la  nature,  et  oh.  abondcnt  toutea  lea  sourcea  de  production  et  de 
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richesflo  ?  81  k  cette  consideration  Fauteur  du  Memorandum  vent  Jomdre  le 
tableau  de  la  situation  intdrieuro  du  Duchc,  mind  par  la  guerre,  la  famine,  lea 
maladies  contagieuses,  les  emigrations,  k  quoi  se  idduiront  see  chaleureuses 
declamations  contre  Timmcnsite'  do  cette  acquisition  ? 

Ck)nsidcrons  maintenant  la  question  sous  ses  rapports  militoires,  et  ddtniiaons 
egalement  les  cxagdrations  du  Memorandum,  qui  montrcnt  comme  une  con- 
sequence indvitablo  de  la  rcimion  d*une  partie  du  Duchd  de  Varsovie  toua  los 
maux  politiqucs  qui  doivent  assaillir  TEurope. 

Pour  donner  quelque  poids  k  scs  remiirqucs  k  cet  dgard,  Tauteur  da  Me- 
morandum est  obligd  de  recourir  k  une  ressource  k  laquelle  on  ne  s'attendait 
assure'ment  point.  D  montre  la  Russie  devenue  colossale  par  I'acqmsition  de 
la  Finlande  Suddoise,  d*une  partie  do  la  Beasarabie,  et  par  la  fronti^re  qu'elle 
a  obtenue  en  Perse.  Puis  donnant  au  Ducbd  de  Yarsovie  une  latitude  toute 
nouvelle,  il  montre  la  puissance  Russe  e'tablie  par  la  dans  le  cceur  de  TAlle- 
magne. 

Quand  un  raisonnement  donne  dans  Textreme  il  cesse  de  porsoader.  Tl 
suffit  d'ailleurs  de  peu  de  romarqucs  pour  Tandantir.  Aprbs  que  la  Russie  eut 
acquis  la  Finlande  Suddoise,  elle  fut  la  premie  k  travailler  k  obtenir  un  d6- 
dommagement  en  favcur  de  la  Sui^de,  mais  TEmpereur  y  mit  la  condition 
expresso  de  Taocession  de  cette  puissance  k  la  cause  commune.  Sa  Majesty 
Imperiale  lui  acquerroit  ainsi  un  allid  utile,  et  rdtablissait  en  m6me  tems  un 
dquilibre  parfait  de  ce  cdtd-lk.  Quant  k  la  ligne  acquise  en  Perse,  elle  eet 
d'une  defense  plus  facile ;  mais  maigrd  cet  avantage,  la  s^rete  et  la  tranquillity 
de  cette  partie  des  frontibrcs  exigent  des  gamisons  assez  nombreuses,  qui 
doivent  ^tre  renouveldes  cboque  annee,  k  cause  d'un  climat  mal  sain  et 
destructeur. 

L'acquisition  d'uue  partie  de  Bessarabic  a  foumi  de  m£me  une  defense  plus 
facile  au  moyen  de  quelquos  forteresses.  Sous  tout  autre  rapport,  o'est  un 
avantage  insig^fiant  apr^  une  guerre  longue  et  mcurtri^e.  Or  quand  tout 
annonce  k  I'oeil  do  robserratcur  quo  TEmpcreur  ne  s'applique  quli  etablir  un 
systeme  de  defense,  et  non  d'agression ;  quand  on  se  rappelle  qu'il  n*a  pu 
trouYor  quo  dans  Moscou  sacrifie  un  moyen  de  repousser  la  demibre  invasion 
de  la  grande  ligue,  comment  concevoir  encore  des  alarmes  contre  ses  intentions 
et  ses  vues  ? 

Ramenons  la  question  au  Duchd  de  Yarsovie  et  de  ses  forteresses. 

C'est  en  vain  que  Tauteur  du  Memorandum  s'ccrio  que  par  cette  reunion  log 
'capitales  de  rAutricbo  et  de  la  Prusse  sont  menacees  sans  aucun  moyen  de 
defense;  c*est  en  vain  qu*il  offre  la  peiuture  animee  des  cntroprises  de  ces 
Polonais  inquicts  et  remnants  appelcs  k  se  rallier  autour  de  Te'tondard  royal, 
renouvelant  les  scenes  du  posse,  conspirant  centre  leurs  voisins,  enlevant  ainsi 
.  k  tons  les  coeurs  cbaque  cspoir  de  tranquillity  et  de  bonbeur  pour  Tavenir.  II 
suffit  de  Jeter  un  coup-d*oeil  sur  la  carte  pour  se  convaincre  que  ces  dangers 
sont  imaginaires  ;  que  la  ddfense  naturelle  se  trouve  du  cote'  de  rAutrichc,  la 
defense  artifidelle  par  les  places  de  guerre  du  cdte'  de  la  Prusse ;  que  le  Duclie, 
au  contraire,  formant  une  point  avancee,  serait  pris  cntro  lesarmdesd'Autricbe 
et  de  la  Prusse,  et  les  operations  continuant  sur  les  provinces  intericurcs,  tout 
ce  qui  se  trouveroit  au  delk  du  Boug,  du  Niemen,  serait  coupe  do  fait,  et  n'ac- 
croit  de  ressources  quo  dans  deux  on  trois  forteresses.  Ainsi  en  portant  les 
cboses  k  Textrdme,  le  danger  serait  toujours  plus  grand  pour  la  Russie  que 
pour  rAutriche  ou  la  Prusse,  qui  ne  manqueraient  point  de  faire  cause  com- 
mune. 

Mais  admettons  Tbypotb^se  d'une  entreprise  sur  Yienne,  de  cette  capitale 
que  le  Memorandum  croit  principalement  menacce.  De  quelque  point  que 
Tattoque  partit,  elle  pr^terait  le  flano  et  le  dos  aux  ddbouchds  des  Carpatbes. 
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Cette  chaine  de  moniagnes  est  k  regard  du  Duch^  co  que  sont  k  IVgard  de  la 
Saxe  les  montagnes  de  la  BohSme. 

Or  deux  raaBemblemens  de  troupes  fslia  en  Transylvanie  et  en  Hongrie  cou- 
peraient  de  ses  communications  toute  arm^  qui  se  serait  port^  sor  Lemberg, 
ou  qui  du  Palatinat  de  Gracovie  youdrait  agir  sur  la  Moravie.  Kevenons  aux 
forteresses.  Gracoyie,  muni  d'un  mauyais  ch&teau,  ne  pent  plus  6tre  mis  en 
ligne  de  compte,  depuis  que,  perdant  son  principal  faubourg,  son  rayon  et  la 
riye  droite  de  la  Yistule,  Tetablissement  d'une  tSte-de-pont  est  impossible. 
Bestent  Thorn,  Modlin,  Zamosc,  car  Bierook  est  k  peine  ime  place  d'armes. 
La  Pruase  conseryant  Graudenz  et  Danzig,  il  est  de  justice  que  Thorn  reste  au 
Duche.  Si  Modlin  est  entre  les  mains  d'une  autre  puissance,  la  nayigation  a 
cess^  pour  la  Bussie  sur  le  Bug,  le  Karen,  etc.,  etc.  Si  Zamosc  est  entre  les 
mains  de  I'Autriche,  le  palatinat  de  Lublin  n'est  pas  tenable. 

Gependant,  disons-le,  ce  n'est  point  la  raison  militaire  qui  a  motiy^  de  si  yiyes 
clamours ;  c'est  la  question  de  la  restauration  du  nom  du  Boyaume  de  Pologne. 

L'auteur  a  eu  soin  de  produire  k  cet  ^ard  I'article  secret  du  traits  de  1797 
qui  stipule  que  les  trois  Gours  copartageantes  n'ins^reraient  plus  dans  leur 
intitule  la  d^omination  ou  d^ignation  cumulatiye  de  Boyaume  de  Pologne. 
Pour  que  cet  article  demeur&t  obligatoire,  il  aurait  faHlvL  que  les  choses  fnssent 
rest^es  dans  la  memo  situation. 

Mais  lorsque  TAutriche  et  la  Prusse  out  oontribu^s  comme  aUi^s  de  la 
France  k  d^pouiller  la  Bussie  de  la  plus  grande  partie  des  proyinces  Polonaises, 
quand  la  Bussie  a  dt^  oblige  de  les  reconqu^rir,  lorsque  la  conqudte  du 
Duch^  de  Yarsoyie  deyient  aujoiu^'hui  une  compensation  pour  d'^normes  sa- 
crifices, il  s'agit  effectiyement  d*un  nouyeau  partage,  et  dans  ce  cas  les  stipu- 
lations qui  out  accompagne  celui  de  1797  n'existent  plus. 

Youloir  meconnoltre  en  ceci  le  droit  public,  c'est  chercher  giatuitement  k 
compliquer  les  affiiires  et  k  multiplier  les  difficult^.  Suppoeons  ce  nom  do 
royaume  de  Pologne  r^tabli,  et  une  partie  du  Duch^  de  Yarsoyie  r^unie  k  la 
Bussie.  Admcttons  k  cet  ^gard  les  conjectures  les  plus  ^tendues  de  Tauteur 
du  Memorandum,  quels  sont  les  dangers  qui  en  r^sulteront  pour  TAutriche  et 
la  Prusse  ?  Aucun,  puisque  TEmpereur  offre  k  Tune  et  k  Tautre  de  ces  puis- 
sances la  garantie  la  plus  formelle  des  parties  de  la  Pologne  qui  demeurent 
sous  leurs  sceptres.  Aucun,  puisque  cette  restitution  deyant  itre  contraire, 
selon  Tauteur  du  Memorandum,  au  syst^me  de  TAutriche,  de  la  Prusse,  de  la 
France,  et  du  Minist^re  Britannique,  la  moindre  tentatiye  r^unirait  toutes  ces 
puissances,  auxquelles  la  Turquie  se  joindniit  d  abondance,  centre  la  Bussie, 
isol^  et  abandonnde  k  ses  seules  forces.  Get  ayeu  est  sans  doute  un  des  pre- 
miers de  ce  genre  fait  en  diplomatic.  Mais  il  est  digne  de  la  purete  des  inten- 
tions de  I'Empereur.  Ge  n'est  point  d'un  pen  plus  ou  d'un  pen  moins  de  sur&ce, 
ce  n'est  pas  de  quelques  places  fortes  quo  se  compose  d'ailleurs  T^uilibre 
g^draL  G'est  de  la  pariti  d'int^rets  qui  out  ime  tendance  commune  au  mo- 
ment du  danger.  Bien  ne  prouye  autant  que  cette  remarque  que  s'il  se  pr^ 
sente  une  solution  d'equilibre,  ce  n'est  assur^ment  point  en  fayeur  de  la 
Bussie. 

Goncluons  de  plus  que  la  nationality  qui  doit  reyenir  aux  Polonais  n'est 
point  dangereuse,  mais  au  contraire  que  ce  serait  le  moyon  le  plus  sdr  de 
calmer  I'inqui^tude  qu'on  leur  reprocho,  et  de  concilier  tons  les  iut^rdts. 
L'Empereur  a  cette  conyiction,  et  les  tems  et  les  ^y^nemens  prouyeront  qu'elle 
^tait  fond^. 

L'on  ignore  quel  jugement  l'auteur,  apr^  ayoir  lu  ces  passages,  portera  lui- 
m€me  de  I'inconceyable  reproche  qu'il  fait  k  I'Empereur  d'ayoir  abuse  du  lan- 
gnge  de  ses  tiait^s  et  de  ses  engagements,  pour  porter  1  'Autriche  et  la  Prusse 
k  se  joindre  k  la  cause  de  I'Europe,  tandis  que  oes  deux  puissances  affranchies 
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du  joug  (le  Napoldon  ont  rcpris  par  Ik  leur  ancienno  force,  une  dignite  non- 
yellc,  un  accroisscmcnt  considerable,  et  comment  il  maintiendra  la  th^  qu*il 
a  avance'  que  parccque  TElmpcrcur  a  pens^  k  restitucr  le  titro  de  rovanme  de 
Pologno,  I'Europc  sauvdc,  et  tous  les  avantages  acquis  par  Ics  Allies  se  r6- 
duiscnt  k  rien. 

II  termine  en  declarant  qu'aussi  longtems  que  Sa  Majesty  Impc'riale  ad- 
be'rera  k  son  projot,  aucun  plan,  aucun  arrangement  ne  pourra  6tre  fait  par  les 
pl^ipotentiaires  respectifs,  que  le  Congrbs  ne  saurait  4tre  assemble,  ni  pour 
discuter  ni  pour  sanctionner  un  travail  quclconque.  II  ajoute  qu*il  est  impoe- 
Bible  de  supposcr  que  les  plenipotentiaires  d'Autriche  et  de  Prusse  laisseront 
los  domaincs  de  leurs'  maitres  sans  un  frontibre  militaire,  que  les  ministrcs  de 
toutes  les  puissances  que  lautcur  reprdsente  dans  cette  circonstanoe  (ron 
ignore  de  quel  droit)  sout  du  mcme  avis,  et  qu*il  ne  leur  restera  qxik  rendre 
compte  des  motifs  qui  les  ont  oblig^  de  se  s^parer  sans  avoir  pu  mettre  la 
main  k  I'oouvre  bienfaisante  qui  devait  assurer  le  bonheur  futur  de  TEurope. 

Bi,  aprt^  avoir  mcfdit^  le  contenu  de  cctte r^ponse, lauteur  se  croit  oblige  de 
tenir  aux  memes  principcs,  s'il  n'cst  point  convaincu,  si  enfin  il  pouvait  par- 
venir  k  faire  dissoudre  le  Congr^  pour  un  seul  point,  tandis  que  tent  d'autres 
plus  importants  restent  k  r^lor,  I'Empereur  n  aura  point  k  se  reprocher  ce 
malheur.  II  exposera  k  I'Angleterre,  k  TEurope,  la  nature  et  I'^tendue  de  see 
demandcs.  Les  peuples  qui  Tout  vu  combattre  pour  lour  liberty  qui  ont  ^t4 
t^moins  de  sa  moderation,  apprendront  quelle  est  la  cause  qui  s*est  oppoe^e  au 
r^tablissement  general  de  Tordre,  du  bonheur,  et  de  la  tranquillity  pour  lea- 
quels  taut  do  sang  a  couie. 

Quant  aux  Souverains,  ses  amis,  ses  allies,  ses  fr^res  d'armes,  rien  ne  pourra 
jamais  atticdir  son  amitie  envcrs  cux.  Elle  est  fondee  siu*  Testime  et  la  con- 
fiance  la  plus  absolue,  et  toutes  les  conceptions  de  sa  politique  seront  constam- 
ment  rdgUes  sur  ces  principes. 


r  gQQ  1  To  the  Prhice  Sovereign  of  the  Nethei'lands. 

Sir,  Paris,  31st  Oct.,  1814. 

I  received  the  two  letters  which  your  Royal  Highness  did 
me  the  honour  of  writing  to  me  on  the  20th  instant,  and  I  am 
highly  flattered  by  the  confidence  which  your  Royal  Highness 
has  been  pleased  to  repose  in  me. 

I  will  take  an  opportunity  of  again  writing  to  the  Hereditary 
Prince  on  the  subject  on  which  I  spoke  to  him  ;  and  your 
Royal  Highness  may  depend  upon  my  omitting  no  opportunity 
which  may  oflfer  of  doing  what  you  wish  in  that  respect. 

On  the  subject  of  your  Royal  Highness's  other  letter,  regard- 
ing the  frontier  of  your  Royal  Highness's  dominions,  I  have 
written  letters  to  Lord  Castlereagh.  In  the  first,  in  which  1 
enclosed  him  the  copy  of  the  men^orandum  which  I  had  drawn 
up  on  the  defence  of  your  Royal  Highness's  frontier,  I  acquainted 
him  with  my  opinion  that  Luxembourg  ought  to  belong  to 
your  Royal  Highness.     In  the  second  and  third,  which  con* 
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tained  my  observations  on  'plans  which  had  been  submitted  to 
Lord  Castlereagh  by  Prince  Hardenberg,  I  acquainted  Lord 
Castlereagh  with  my  opinion,  first,  that  it  would  be  very  pre- 
judicial to  your  Royal  Highnesses  interests,  and  to  those  great 
interests  which  induced  the  Powers  of  Europe  to  form  a  great 
state  of  the  Netherlands,  if  Luxembourg  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  King  of  Bavaria,  for  reasons  referable  to  the 
usual  poljcy  of  that  kingdom,  and  to  the  state  of  comparative 
weakness  in  which  it  would  be  left  even  after  its  aggrandizement; 
which  would  render  it  very  incapable  of  defending  a  distant 
possession  against  the  attack  of  such  a  power  as  France. 

Secondly,  I  admitted  the  inconvenience  of  extending  your 
Royal  Highness's  frontier  to  Luxembourg,  more  espedally  if 
the  Prussians  were  to  be  immediately  behind  you,  between  the 
Meuse  and  the  Rhine,  thus  making  your  Royad  Highness  their 
advanced  guard. 

Thirdly,  adverting  to  the  necessity  of  forming  a  strong  state 
on  the  northern  frontier  of  France,  and  to  the  interest  which 
aH  the  Powers  of  Europe  must  feel  in  preventing  the  French 
from  passing,  or  even  reaching,  the  Rhine,  I  recommended 
that  arrangements  shoidd  be  made  which  should  bring  the  King 
of  Prussia  forward  to  Luxembourg,  and  on  the  Moselle,  with 
the  exception  of  such  parts  of  the  former  as  should  suit  the 
local  convenience  of  your  Royal  Highness's  territories;  and 
that  your  Royal  Highness  should  have  the  countries  between 
the  Meuse  and  the  Rhine,  from  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the 
former  to  the  latter  river. 

Lastly,  I  recommended  that  if  this  coidd  not  be  done, 
Luxembourg  should  positively  be  left  with  your  Royal 
Highness. 

Upon  conversing  with  General  Fagel,  I  was  happy  to  find 
that  what  had  occurred  to  me  concurred  with  your  Royal  High- 
ness's views.  In  fact,  your  Royal  Highness  would  then  have  a 
short  and  compact  frontier,  with  a  rich  country  behind  it,  and 
a  probable  ally  on  your  left,  interested  in  your  safety,  and  able 
to  assist  you.  I  see  no  other  mode  in  which  you  can  have  the 
degree  of  strength  which  you  ought  to  have  in  order  to  be  able 
to  accomplish  the  objects  which  are  expected  from  you. 

General  Fagel  will  give  your  Royal  Highness  all  the  intel- 
ligence from  hence,  and  1  will  therefore  trouble  your  Royal 
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Highness  no  further  than  to  assure  you  of  the  respect  with 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highness's,  &c., 

Wellington. 


The  Prince  of  Orange  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
My  dear  Dukb,  BhismIj,  31st  Oct,  18U. 

A  considerable  number  of  men  of  the  German  Legion  having  deserted 
into  France,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  your  Grace  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  make  some  arrangement  with  the  French  government  by 
which  these  men  would  be  again  given  up  to  us ;  and  to  request,  if  you 
think  that  they  would  agree  to  it,  that  you  would  undertake  to  establish 
with  the  French  government  some  measure  regarding  deserters  in  fiiture. 

General  Count  d'Erlon,  who  commands  at  Lille,  made  no  difficulty 
about  sending  back  the  men's  horses  and  necessaries,  but  did  not  send  the 
men  themselves,  which  is  a  great  encouragement  to  desertion  amongst  our 
army;  and  I  conceive  that  friendly  Powers  ought  rather  to  discourage 
desertion  between  their  armies  than  harbour  their  respective  deserters. 
Your  Grace  is,  however,  the  only  person  to  judge  how  far  it  will  he 
possible  to  make  the  French  government  agree  upon  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  and  to  propose  it  if  you  think  it  would  be  accepted. 

For  ever  yours,  most  truly  devoted, 

WiLUAM,  Hebed.  Feince  OF  Obakge. 


M.  de  Jaucourt  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  Loed,  Paris,  le  31  d'Octobre,  1814. 

Des  renscignemens  parvenus  au  Ministre  de  I'lnt^rieur  annoncent  qu'un 
d^tachement  de  troupes  Anglaises  de  la  gamison  de  Toumay  8*est  port^ 
dans  les  premiers  jours  de  ce  mois  sur  le  territoire  Fran^ais  pr^s  de  la  com- 
mune do  Baisieux,  d^partement  du  Nord,  et  qu'il  a  poursuivi  jusqucs  dans 
cetto  commune  un  d^serteur  qui  s*y  ^tait  retir^.  Je  ne  doute  point,  my 
Lord,  que  cet  acte  irr^gulier  ne  soit  Tefiet  de  quelqu'inadvertence  ou  de 
quelquo  hasard,  et  qu'il  ne  se  trouve  en  contradiction  avec  les  ordres  pro- 
bablement  donnas  aux  commandans  des  troupes  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique. 
Je  crois  toutefois  devoir  en  entretenir  Votre  Excellence,  et  la  prier  de  vou- 
loir  bien  provoquer  auprfes  de  sa  Cour  les  mesures  qu'elle  croira  propres  a 
empdcher  qu'a  Tavenir  il  ne  s'en  commette  de  semblables. 

J*ai  llionneur  d'etre,  avec  une  tr^s  haute  consideration,  my  Lord, 

Votre  tr^  humble  et  tr^  obdissant  serviteur, 

F.  Jaucouet. 
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Memorandum  of  the  Suhsidiary  Engagements  and  Expenditure  of  Cheat 

Britain  for  the  Year  1814. 

Foreign  Office,  Nov.,  1814. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1814,  three  treaties  were  coDcluded  at  Chaumont 
hy  the  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  with  those  of  their  Imperial  Ma- 
jesties the  Emperors  of  Austria  and  Russia,  and  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Prussia  ;  by  the  Third  Article  of  which  Great  Britain  engaged  to  pay  the 
sum  of  5,000,0002.  in  twelve  equal  monthly  instalments,  and  in  equal 
portions  among  the  three  Allied  Sovereigns,  during  the  current  year, 
provided  the  war  should  last  so  long,  or  in  case  of  peace  these  monthly 
instalments  were  not  to  be  considered  as  due  beyond  the  calendar  month 
in  which  the  deBnitive  treaty  of  peace  should  be  concluded.  But  it  was 
farther  stipulated  that  two  additional  monthly  instalments  should  be  paid 
to  Austria  and  Prussia  for  the  return  home  of  their  troops,  and  four 
monthly  instalments  on  the  same  ground  to  Russia. 

Great  Britain  has  consequently  engaged  to  pay  to  Austria  during  the 
current  year  the  sum  of  972,2162.,  being  7-12th8  of  the  sum  of  1,666,666/. 
"» the  third  of  the  ^yq  millions ;  to  Prussia  also  972,2162. ;  and  to  Russia 
1,249,9922.,  being  9.12ths  of  1,666,6662. 

On  the  3rd  of  March,  1813,  a  treaty  was  concluded  at  Stockholm  by  the 
British  and  Swedish  Plenipotentiaries,  in  virtue  of  which  Great  Britain 
engaged  to  pay  to  Sweden,  for  the  year  1813,  a  subsidy  of  1,000,0002. 

By  an  additional  Article  to  this  Treaty,  signed  at  Leipsic  on  the  22nd 
October,  1813,  Great  Britain  agreed  to  pay  to  Sweden  for  the  continued 
service  of  her  30,000  troops,  for  the  twelve  succeeding  months,  if  the  war 
should  last  so  long,  1,200,0002.,  in  equal  monthly  payments. 

Subsequent  to  the  conclusion  of  peace,  and  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions in  the  above  additional  Article,  it  has  been  agreed  to  place  Sweden 
on  a  footing  with  the  three  Allied  Powers  respecting  payments  for  the 
return  of  her  troops,  and  three  monthly  instalments  have  been  allowed  on 
this  account  Consequently  Great  Britain  will  have  paid  to  Sweden  a 
subsidy  of  800,0002.  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  with  Denmark,  concluded  at  Kiel  by  the  respec- 
tive Plenipotentiaries  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1814,  Great  Britain 
obtained  the  right  to  subsidise  10,000  Danish  troops  to  aid  in  the  common 
cause,  on  the  same  terms  which  had  formed  the  stipulations  with  Sweden ; 
and  the  engagements  with  Sweden  having  been  1,200,0002.  for  30,000 
men,  the  yearly  subsidy  payable  to  Denmark,  had  the  service  of  the  Danish 
troops  been  required  for  a  whole  year,  would  have  been  400,0002. ;  but 
Denmark  has  of  this  sum  received  only  146,6652. 13s.  Ad,\  being  five 
monthly  instalments,  between  the  15th  January  and  the  15th  June,  1814, 
for  the  service  of  the  campaign,  and  inclusive  of  the  return  of  her  troops. 

By  the  Treaty  concluded  at  Palermo  on  the  13th  May,  1809,  between 
the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  of  His  Majesty  and  His  Sicilian  Majesty, 
Great  Britain  agreed  to  pay  to  His  Sicilian  Majesty  400,0002.  annually. 

The  monthly  instalments  on  this  account  have  been  made  good  to  the 
Sicilian  government  till  the  last  day  of  July,  viz.  during  the  war,  and  two 
months  after ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  distressed  state  of  the  finances  of 
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Sicily,  and  the  circumstances  which  oblige  His  Sicilian  Majesty  to  keep  on 
foot  a  part  of  his  army,  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Palermo  has  been  in- 
structed to  announce  to  the  Sicilian  government  that,  although  the  sub- 
sidiary engagements  between  the  two  countries  are  considered  to  be  at  an 
end,  assistance  will  be  still  afforded  to  His  Sicilian  Majesty  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one>half  of  what  has  been  engaged  for,  until  the  Sicilian  arrange* 
ments  shall  be  settled  at  the  Congress  held  at  Vienna. 

Portugal, 

With  the  Crown  of  Portugal  no  Treaty  of  Subsidy  has  been  concluded 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  but  the  sum  of  two  millions  sterling  has 
been  annually  voted  by  Parliament  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Portu- 
guese army,  in  pursuance  of  a  Koyal  Message  to  that  effect. 

This  sum  has  been  annually  paid  to  Portugal,  j^rtly  in  money  for  the 
payment  of  troops,  and  partly  in  provisions  and  military  stores. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  probability  of  the  return  of  peace  in  the 
spring  of  1814,  the  usual  Royal  Message  to  Parliament  was  not  brought 
down,  and  the  money  was  consequently  not  voted ;  but  the  same  pay- 
ments in  money  and  in  kind  were  made  under  the  sanction  of*  the  govem- 
mcnt,  and  controlled  by  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Lisbon  according  to  the 
principles  recommended  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  during  the  war ;  and 
in  consideration  of  the  distance  at  which  the  troops  of  Portugal  were  acting 
from  their  own  frontier  at  the  conclusion  of  peace.  His  Majesty's  Minister 
at  Lisbon  has  been  instructed  to  authorise  the  continuation  of  the  monthly 
issues  till  the  end  of  September,  i.e.  four  months  after  the  definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace.  Consequently  the  sum  of  1,500,000?.,  being  9-12th8 
of  2,000,000/.,  will  be  payable  to  Portugal,  either  in  kind  or  in  money, 
during  the  current  year ;  and  by  the  arrangements  made  between  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  and  the  Portugiiese  government,  the  pro- 
portion of  what  was  paid  in  money  to  that  which  was  paid  in  kind  was 
nearly  as  one  to  three  each  month.  But  by  a  despatch,  dated  1st  No- 
vember, 1814,  to  Mr.  Casamajor,  it  was  agreed  to  pay  the  last  three 
months  entirely  in  money,  if  so  much  should  appear  to  be  due. 

N.B.  200,000  dollars  was  the  monthly  amount  of  the  money  payments 
to  Portugal  under  the  above  arrangement. 

Spain, 

The  pecuniary  assistance  afforded  to  Spain  during  the  year  1813  amounted 
to  1,000,000/.,  and  was  met  by  the  vote  of  credit. 

Sir  H.  Wellesley  was  authorised  early  in  that  year  to  give  to  Spain  the 
same  pecuniary  aid  as  she  had  received  in  the  preceding  year,  which  had 
been  1,000,000Z. 

No  positive  instructions  were  sent  to  Sir  H.  Wellesley  at  the  commence- 
ment of  1814  for  the  continuation  or  suspension  of  these  payments,  in  the 
understanding  that  they  would  be  continued  on  the  footing  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  Accordingly  Sir  H.  Wellesley  has  authorised  pecuniary  issues 
to  Spain  for  1814  on  the  principle  of  the  instnictions  forwarded  to  him  in 
1813;  and  since  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  he  has 
been  instructed  to  notify  that  these  j>ay ments  would  be  discontinued  from 
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the  30th  day  of  July,  1814,  that  is,  from  the  expiration  of  the  second 
month  subsequent  to  such  treaty. 

Various  other  supplies  of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing  for  troops,  military 
and  naval  stores,  have  been  supplied  both  to  Spain  and  Portugal  during  the 
war  in  the  Peninsula,  an  account  of  which  it  is  intended  to  prepare,  in  order 
to  be  laid  before  Parliament  as  soon  as  the  last  returns  can  be  obtained. 

For  those  furnished  to  Spain,  it  is  understood  between  the  two  govern- 
ments that  an  account  is  kept  of  the  assistance  in  kind  reciprocally  afforded, 
for  the  balance  to  be  ultimately  struck  between  the  two  countries.* 

On  the  5th  December,  1813,  an  agreement  was  concluded  at  London 
with  the  Hanoverian  Minister,  by  which  Great  Britain  agreed  to  pay  to 
Hanover  the  sum  of  600,0002.  during  the  twelve  months  commencing  from 
the  25th  day  of  January,  1814,  for  the  pay  and  maintenance  of  15,000 
Hanoverian  troops,  of  which  the  Russian-German  Legion  (on  whose  behalf 
the  Treaty  of  Peterswalden  had  been  concluded  on  the  6th  of  July,  between 
the  Courts  of  St.  Petersburg  and  London)  were  to  form  a  part.  The 
greatest  part  of  this  Russian-German  Legion  has  been  since  transferred  to 
Prussia  by  a  convention  signed  at  Paris  on  the  2nd  of  June,  1814.  The 
Hanoverian  force,  however,  has  been  kept  up  from  other  sources. 

It  has  been  since  agreed  between  the  British  and  Dutch  governments  that 
one  half  of  the  expense  of  this  Hanoverian  force  shall  be  immediately,  and 
the  whole  ultimately,  borne  by  Holland. 

Two  payments  of  100,0002.  each  were  made  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  on 
his  leaving  England  in  the  winter  of  1813-14  to  take  possession  of  his 
recovered  dominions;  and  two  payments  of  100,000/.  each  have  been 
made  in  1814  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

On  the  3rd  of  February,  1814,  a  military  agreement  was  signed  by  Lord 
Bathurst  and  the  Sardinian  Minister,  by  which  Great  Britain  engaged  to 
raise  a  Piedmontese  Legion  from  the  prisoners  of  war  in  England,  to  con- 
sist of  3000  men,  to  maintain,  clothe,  and  pay  the  same,  until  their  arrival 
in  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  on  their  being  made  over  to 
His  Sardinian  Majesty  to  give  them  three  months*  pay  in  advance. 

This  event  took  place  on  the  * 

Recapitulation,  £, 

7  months,  Austria 972,216 

7  months,  Prussia 972,216 

9  months,  Russia «     ..      1,249,992 

3,194,424 

8  months,  Sweden 800,000 

5  months,  Denmark       146,665 

7  months  and  5  half  months,  Sicily 316,666 

9  months,  Portugal       1,500,000 

7  months,  Spain 683.333 

7  months  and  5  half  months,  Hanover       . .      . .  475,000 

Holland 200,000 

France 200,000 

Total 7,416,089 


*  Blank  in  manuscript. 
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ExTBAiT  d'une  Lettre  de  M.  Matusiewiez,  ^rite  aprte  ayoir  M  pT^sent 
k  la  Gonf^reuce  que  tint  Napoleon  k  son  Passage  par  Yarsoyie,  an  Tetoor 
de  Moscou. 

Norembre,  1814. 

Au  passage  de  Napol^n  par  Yarsovie  il  n*a  tu  persoDoe  outre  le  Comte 
Sta.  Potockif  M.  Matusiewiez,  TArch^v^que  de  Malines,  et  le  G^n^ral  Du- 
tailly.  Tous  les  quatre  appel^  en  m^me  terns,  rambossadeur  (l*Arch^ 
vdque  de  Malines)  fit  un  tableau  exact  de  la  triste  situation  du  Duch^  et 
de  son  ^puisement.  L'Empcreur  r^pondit  k  peu-pr^  en  ces  termes : — 
«  Nous  7  rem^ierons ;  je  me  scrrirai  des  millions  d*argent  comptant  que  j*ai 
dans  ma  caisse.*'  Dans  le  cours  de  cette  conversation,  oii  11  paroissoit 
quelquefois  gai  et  tranquille,  mdme  quelquefois  plaisant,  11  dit  entr'autres, 
*' J*ai  quittd  Paris  dans  Tintention  de  nc  pousser  la  guerre  que  jusqu'aux 
anciennes  fronti^res  de  la  Pologne ;  les  circonstances  m'ont  entrain^ ;  j*ai 
peui-4tre  eu  tort  de  pousser  jusqu'k  Moscou,  peut-^tre  mal  fait  de  m*y  ar- 
rdter  trop  longtems,  mais  du  sublime  au  ridicule  il  n*y  a  qu'un  pas,  et  c'est 
a  la  po6t^rit6  a  en  juger.*'  Plus  tard  11  dit,  "  Jusqu*au  6  Novembre  j'^tois 
oonqu^rant ;  depuis  la  chance  a  toum4 ;  tout  a  bien  ^t^  ju8qu*a  Wiasma ; 
une  gel^  de  18  degrds  m'a  jet^  30  mille  chevaux  sur  le  carreau.  Tels 
sont  les  ^T^nemens  de  la  guerre  ;  tout  le  monde  salt  d^ailleurs  qu'une  armde 
est  compost  d'dtres  vivans.  La  dyssenterie  s*^tant  miae  dans  mon  arm^ 
j*ai  ^t^  oblig^  de  r^trograder,  et  j'ai  mieux  aim^  perdre  30  mille  cbeyaux 
que  cent  mille  hommes."  Dans  un  autre  moment  il  dit,  '*  tTai  ^t^  si  fort 
contrari^  dans  ma  retraite,  que  j'ai  ^t^  pendant  17  jours  sans  rapports  de 
nuUe  part,  ni  des  dififi^rens  corps,  (^ui  parelUement  ignoroient  ce  que  j'^tois 
devenu.  II  faut  que  j'aille  me  montrer  k  mes  40  millions  de  sujets ;  c^est 
bien  plus  important  que  de  rester  a  la  tdte  de  150  mille  hommes  k  demi 
gel^  et  sans  chevaux.  .  .  Dans  ma  marche  je  n*avois  pas  de  ca valeric  pour 
me  couvrir,  et  je  conviens  de  m'dtre  tronv^  embarrass^,  lorsque  les  Cosaques 
venoient  donner  dans  les  colonnes.  Je  ne  pouvois  r^unir  mon  arm^,  elle 
aurait  gdn^  ma  marche ;  je  ne  pouvois  non  plus  la  diss^miner,  parceque  les 
Cosaques  m'auroient  coup^  de  tous  cot4s.  II  a  fallu  avancer,  reculer, 
boucher  des  trous,  les  tromper  continucllement.  J*ai  eu  besoin  de  toute 
mon  experience  pour  me  tirer  do  Ik." 

L'Erapereur  s'dtant  tu,  M.  Potocki  dit,  "  Vous  fitesleseul,  Sire,  qui  ayiez 
pu  sauver  votre  arm^e  d*un  aussi  mauvais  pas."  L*Empereur  r^pondit  vive* 
ment,  "Peut-€tre ;  im  autre  m^me  peut-6tre  y  auroit  perdu  courage.  Ces 
^v^nemens  sont  au-dessous  du  mien ;  voilk  poUrquoi  je  suis  le  chef  de  cette 
arm^e.  J'ai  ^t^  oblig^  d*enclouer  mes  canons,  de  brCikr  mes  efiets,  de  faire 
sauter  mes  caissons ;  les  Russes,  qui  me  suivoient,  voyant  la  route  jonch^ 
de  ces  debris  et  des  chevaux  morts,  ont  profit^  de  la  circonstance  pour  me 
poursuivre  vivement.  J'avois  r^lu  de  ne  pas  me  battre.  Arriv^  sur  la 
B^r^zina,  je  trouve  Tschitschagoflf  dans  une  position  trfes  forte ;  je  fus  em- 
barrass^,  je  ne  me  souciois  pas  d'accepter  le  combat ;  mais  Tschitschagoff 
m'ayant  attaqu^,  je  lui  ai  pass^  sur  le  ventre,  et  me  voilk !  Mes  Fran9ai8' 
ne  valent  rien  I'hiver,  le  froid  les  engourdit.  Les  Polonois  sont  de  braves 
gens ;  c*est  eux  qui  m'ont  soutcnu  et  qui  se  sont  soutenus  le  plus  longtems. 

II  n'en  ^toit  pas  de  mSme  en  Allemagne.    Je  n'avois  ni  les 

Siemens  ni  le  climat  a  combattre.  A  Essling  j'^tois  si  siir  de  ma  superiority 
que  je  n*ai  m^me  pas  fait  de  dispositions,  et  lorsqu'on  m*annon9a  que  le 
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Danube  grossissoit,  je  demandai  ce  qu*il  y  avoitde  Tautre  cdt^  ;  etappreDant 
par  la  r^ponse  qu*il  y  avoit  les  deux  tiers  de  ma  Garde  et  les  troia  quarts  de 
mon  arm^e,  j*ai  vu  qu'il  falloit  payer  de  ma  personne.  Je  donuai  Tordre 
de  la  bataille.  Je  me  mis  k  la  tSte-de-pont  avec  un  regiment  ;je  soutins 
tout  Teffort  de  Tennemi.  Apr^  cela  vint  la  bataille  de  Wagram,  et  puis 
jVpousai  une  Archiducbesse." 

Lorsqu'il  fut  question  du  G^n^ral  Zaiaviek,  I'Empereur  dit,  que  deux 
jours  apr^  qu*on  lui  eut  amput^  la  jambe,  il  ^toit  assez  bien,  et  que  comme 
il  manquoit  d*argent  il  lui  avoit  envoy^  6000  francs. 

L'Empereur  dit  encore  que  le  froid  et  la  neige  ^toient  si  violens  que 
I'escorte  et  le  cbarriage  abandonn^rent  la  caisse,  les  cbeyaux  n'en  pouvant 
plus,  et  tombant  de  fatigue.  Par  bonbeur  PEmpereur  y  survint  le  lende- 
main,  et  sauva  cette  caisse,  qui  contenoit  neuf  millions. 


Demand  of  Murat  to  he  recognised  hy  the  Congress  as  King  of  Naples, 

NoTcmbre,  1814. 

Une  d6pecbe  du  Roi  de  Naples,  arriv^  ici  k  son  agent  Mercredi  dernier, 
renferme  les  details  suivans : — 

Le  Roi  annonce  que  voulant  mettre  un  terme  auz  incertitudes  du  sort 
qui  lui  est  r^serv^,  il  avoit  cbarg^  son  Ministre  au  Congr^,  M.  le  Prince  de 
Campocbiaro,  de  demander  k  I'Autricbe  de  le  faire  reconnoitre  par  le  Con- 
gr^  dans  la  quality  de  Roi  de  Naples.  Le  Prince  ^tait  cbarg^  de  declarer' 
que  son  maitre,  parfaitement  instruit  des  projets  sinistres  de  quelques  puis- 
sances a  son  ^gard,  6toit  d^ termini  k  en  pr^venir  les  effets,  et  k  s*en  mettre 
k  Tabri,  qu'il  avoit  une  arm^  de  80  mille  bommes,  qu*il  ^tait  maltre  de 
faire  soulever  toute  ritalie^  et  de  s'en  faire  d^larer  cbef  de  la  Conf<^^- 
tion,  et  que  tr^  ccrtainement,  quelque  pussent  dtre  le  r^sultat  de  ces^v^ne* 
mens,  il  mouriroit  Roi.  L*Empereur  d*Autricbe  a  autoris^  foiblement  son 
Ministre  k  faire  cette  ouverture  aux  Ministres  influens  des  grandes  puis* 
sauces,  mais  M.  le  Prince  de  Mettemicb  a  4i6  plus  cbaud  que  son  maltre^ 
et  a  mis  le  plus  vif  int^r^t,  ajoute  la  d^ptebc,  k  soutenir  la  demande  du 
Roi  de  Naples. 

Les  Ministres  de  France  et  d'Angleterre  se  sont  r^unis  pour  s'opposer  k 
cette  reconnoissance.  Le  Roi  ajoute  qu'il  est  k  pen  prks  sOlt  que  le  Congr^s 
prendra  k  son  ^gard  un  mezzo  termine,  celui  de  ne  pas  agiter  du  tout  la 
question  qui  Tint^resse,  et  de  la  laisser  ind^cise ;  mais  que  cela  ne  pent  lui 
convenir ;  que  dans  un  an  dMci  on  renouvelleroit  les  conspirations,  les  in- 
trigues contre  lui ;  que  la  France  et  I'Espagne  armeroient  pour  le  Roi  de 
Sicile,  et  qu*il  ^tait  bien  aise  de  pr^venir  toutes  ces  tentatives  par  un  part^ 
extreme,  dont  le  succ^  lui  paroissoit  certain  dans  ce  moment,  et  qui  pou« 
voit  ne  plus  Pdtre  k  une  autre  ^poque. 

Le  Roi  ajoute  encore  que  le  Prince  de  Campocbiaro  a  eu  une  audience 
particuli^re  tr^  longue  de  TEmpereur  Alexandre,  dans  laquelle  il  a  r^p^t^ 
k  ce  monarque  tout  ce  qui  vient  d'etre  dit  de  la  demande  du  Roi,  et  du 
parti  quHl  a  pris  de  mourir  ou  de  rester  Roi.  L'Empereur  a  r^pondu  au 
Prince,  qu'il  n*6tait  pour  rien  dans  les  tracasseries  dont  le  Roi  de  Naples  se 
plaignait  avec  raison;  que  lui,  Empereur,  Tavoit  reoonnu  pour  Roi  de 
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Naples ;  que  loin  d*avoir  contre  lui  des  intentions  hostiles,  il  Testimoit,  et 
ue  pouvoit  qu'applaudir  a  la  noblo  determination  qu'il  avoit  prise,  et  qu'il 
pouvait  6tre  certain  qu'il  ne  participeroit  en  rien  aux  mesurcs  qui  pourroient 
lui  6tre  ddsagr^bles. 

II  paroit  qu*il  y  a  une  correspondance  tr^  active  entre  la  Reine  de  Naples 
et  le  Prince  de  Mettemich,  son  ancien  amant. 

Un  personnage  tr^  attach^  au  Roi  de  Naples,  et  qui  a  son  enti^re  con- 
fiance,  partira  de  Paris  pour  aller  le  rejoindre  d'ici  k  Yendredi  prochain. 

L*agent  du  Roi  de  Naples  k  Paris,  qui  a  re^u  cette  d^pSche,  ajoute  que 
par  ordre  de  la  Cour,  M.  le  Due  d'OrMans  a  d^  sondcr  M.  le  Lieutenant- 
G^n^ral  Excelmans,  qui  a  4t6  grand  ^cuyer  du  Roi  de  Naples,  pour  engager 
cet  officier  k  se  charger  d*une  n^gociation  d'abdication  aupr^  de  oe  Prince, 
mais  que  le  G^n^ral  Excelmans  s'est  refusd  s^hement  k  cette  proposition. 

On  garantit  la  certitude  de  I'existence  de  la  d^p^be  du  Roi  k  son  agent 
sans  en  garantir  Texactitude  ni  de  ce  qui  conceme  le  G^n^ral  Excelmans. 


!Z%c  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marslial  the  Duke  of  Wtllington. 

My  DEAB  Duke,  Fife  House,  Ist  Not.,  1814. 

I  have  read  and  considered  your  letters  attentively  on  the  subject  of 
the  frontier  to  the  Netherlands,  and  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  forming  any 
opinion  upon  such  a  subject,  it  entirely  concurs  with  yours. 

I  certainly  think  that  it  is  essential  to  the  security  of  the  Low  Countries, 
and  I  may  say  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  against  France,  that  some  considerable 
military  power  should  be  brought  into  contact  with  her.  I  always 
preferred  the  idea  of  restoring  the  Low  Countries  to  Austria  on  this 
very  account  to  their  annexation  to  Holland.  But  this  was.  rendered 
impracticable  from  circumstances ;  and  we  have  no  way  now,  therefore,  of 
affording  adequate  security  to  Holland,  the  Low  Countries,  and  the  north 
of  Euroi)e,  than  by  bringing  Prussia  in  some  way  or  other  into  contact 
with  France  on  that  side. 

I  think  the  best  arrangement  would  be,  therefore,  that  Prussia  should 
have  Luxembourg,  and  the  Prince  of  the  Netherlands  have  Li^ge  and 
Juliers. 

If  the  question  should  arise  as  to  Luxembourg  between  the  Sovereign 
of  the  Netherlands  and  the  King  of  Bavaria,  I  should  have  no  hesitation 
in  preferring  the  former.  They  might  neither  of  them  have  adequate 
military  means  (considering  the  other  calls  upon  them)  for  the  defence  of 
the  place,  but  the  Sovereign  of  the  Netherlands  would  certainly  have  every 
disposition  to  defend  it,  and  would  use  every  effort  in  his  power  for  this 
purpose ;  whereas  the  King  of  Bavaria  might  be  so  circumstanced  as  to 
feel  it  for  his  interest  to  sacrifice  Luxembourg  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
advantages  elsewhere.  The  worst  arrangement  of  all,  I  think,  would  be 
anything  like  a  Confederation  garrison. 

These  sort  of  projects  may  do  very  well  for  a  little  while,  but  in  a 
certain  time  it  is  found  out  that  what  is  everybody's  is  nol:»ody's.  Ko 
Power  has  a  sufficient  interest  for  preserving  the  place.  The  fortifications 
are  neglected,  perhaps  ultimately  dismantled ;  and  even  if  this  should  not 
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be  the  case,  the  nature  both  of  the  garrison  and  of  the  command  must 
give  great  facilities  to  the  enemy  who  attacks  it. 

I  concur  with  you  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  give  Mayence  to 
Prussia,  but  I  am  apprehensive  that  neither  Austria  nor  France  will  agree 
to  it.  In  that  case  it  would  be  better  that  Bavaria  should  have  Mayence 
than  Luxembourg.  It  is  more  contiguous  to  the  King  of  Bavaria's  other 
dominions,  and  the  (German  Powers  would  feel  a  much  deeper  interest  in 
supporting  the  King  of  Bavaria  with  a  view  of  keeping  Mayence  out  of 
the  hands  of  France  than  they  would  for  keeping  Luxembourg  out  of 
the  same  hands. 

Would  you  have  the  goodness  to  forward  this  letter,  or  a  copy  of  it,  to 
Lord  Castlereagh  by  the  messenger  on  Friday. 

LlYEBPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dear  Castlebeagh,  Fife  Hotue,  2iid  Nov.,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  private  letter  of  the  20th.  I  am  sorry  to  find  your 
progress  so  very  slow,  for  I  fear  it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  adjourn  Par-^ 
liament  beyond  the  end  of  January,  or  the  very  beginning  of  February. 

We  could  not  have  made  a  loan  before  Christmas  without  the  greatest 
possible  inconvenience.  We  have  given  to  the  contractors  the  usual  as- 
surance that  we  most  probably  should  not  make  another  loan  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1814.  This  sort  of  assurance  does  not  expose  government  to 
much  difficulty.  If  the  loan  is  at  a  premium,  and  has  been  a  profitable 
concern  for  them,  we  can  always  make  reasonable  conditions  with  the  pre- 
sent contractors ;  but  if  the  loan  is  at  a  discount,  as  is  the  case  at  present^ 
it  puts  you  entirely  in  their  hands. 

We  shall  therefore  feel  it  necessary  at  present  to  confine  ourselves  to 
voting  the  annual  duties,  and  a  part  of  the  war  taxes. 

Besides  the  difficulties  as  to  money,  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill  expires  on 
the  28 th  of  March,  and  the  Property  Tax  on  the  5th  of  April.  Both  these 
measures  will  occasion  serious  contests  in  Parliament,  and  we  should  fight 
them  to  great  disadvantage  if  we  put  oiT  the  period  of  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament so  late  as  not  to  give  the  two  Houses  time  for  a  fair  and  full  dis- 
cussion of  them. 

I  should  hope,  however,  that  you  will  soon  be  able  to  make  some  way  in 
the  negotiations.  The  first  point  on  these  occasions,  if  not  the  greatest 
difficulty,  always  takes  more  time  in  settling  than  any  other.  In  this  case 
it  is  the  principal  and  most  complicated  difficulty,  not  only  from  its  own 
importance,  but  in  consequence  of  the  variety  of  interests  which  must  be 
decided  with  reference  to  it.  The  subject  in  point  of  argument  has,  how- 
ever, been  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  exhausted,  and  we  must  come  to  some 
decision  upon  it.  We  shall,  above  all  things,  I  hope,  avoid  a  renewal  of 
the  war. 

You  will  have  heard  from  many  quarters  of  the  combustible  state  of  the 
interior  of  France,  and  the  expectation  which  exists  of  some  explosion. 

If  the  war  under  such  circumstances  were  to  be  renewed,  there  is  no 
VOL.  IX.  ^  T> 
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saying  where  it  would  end.  It  would  very  probably  plunge  Europe  again 
in  all  the  horrors  from  which  we  have  had  the  credit  of  extricating  it. 
Between  such  an  evil  and  any  arrangement  more  or  less  good  for  Poland* 
Saxony,  or  Italy,  I  should  not  hesitate.  I  do  not  say  that  I  would  not  give 
my  opinion  fairly  as  to  what  was  best,  but  having  given  it»  I  would  cer- 
tainly recommend  compromise  to  avoid  rupture. 

I  see  little  prospect  of  our  negotiations  at  Ghent  ending  in  peace,  and  I 
am  apprehensive  that  they  may  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  under  circom- 
stances  which  will  render  it  necessary  to  lay  the  papers  before  Parliament, 
and  to  call  for  a  vote  upon  them  previous  to  the  Christmas  recess.  Of 
this,  however,  I  shall  probably  be  enabled  to  speak  more  positively  some 
days  hence.  The  continuance  of  the  American  war  will  entail  upon  ua  a 
prodigious  expense,  much  more  than  we  had  any  idea  of;  and  I  cannot, 
therefore,  avoid  pressing  uix)n  you  the  importance  of  not  entailing  upon  us 
any  part  of  the  Russian  debt  to  Holland  if  you  can  avoid  it.  Consider 
only  what  this  charge  will  be  in  addition  to  our  war  expenditure  and  to  our 
pecuniary  obligations  to  Holland  and  Sweden.  It  would  be  in  principle 
one  of  the  most  difficult  questions  to  defend  that  ever  was  brought  forward 
in  Parliament.  If  we  had  been  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  the  ar- 
rangements to  be  made  at  Vienna  were  likely  to  contain  anything  very 
gratifying  to  the  feelings  of  this  country,  we  might  have  met  the  question 
with  some  degree  of  confidence ;  but  as  matters  now  stand,  everything 
that  is  really  valuable  will  be  considered  as  having  been  gained  before,  and 
we  shall  be  asked  whether  we  can  really  meet  such  a  charge  in  addition 
to  all  the  burthens  which  the  American  war  will  bring  upon  us. 

I  recommend  these  considerations  to  your  most  serious  attention. 

All  our  colleagues  are  coming  to  town,  and  we  are  to  have  a  Cabinet  on 
the  Speech  to-morrow. 

Many  of  them  have  not  yet  seen  the  American  correspondence ;  but  wo 
have  got  the  question  into  that  state  that  the  government  is  not  absolutely 
committed,  and  there  will  be  an  opportunity  therefore  of  reviewing  in  a 
full  Cabinet  the  whole  course  of  our  policy  as  to  America. 

I  regret  particularly  that  we  cannot  have  the  advantage  on  this  subject 
of  your  assistance. 

Liverpool. 


[  807.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  3rd  Nov.,  18H. 

I  was  informed  some  days  ago  of  the  arrest  of  a  General 
Dufourgues,  with  between  thirty  and  forty  other  persons, 
General  oflScers  of  the  army  on  half-pay,  and  some  of  them 
Gardes  du  Corps  du  Roi.  The  cause  of  their  arrest  has  been 
kept  secret,  and  has  been  stated  by  the  persons  attached  to  the 
Court  to  have  been  that  they  were  discovered  raising  men  to 
go  to  support  the  revolt  in  St.  Domingo. 
^    The  truth  is,  however,  that  they  were  discovered  in  a  con- 
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splracy  to  destroy  the  Royal  Family ;  and  it  is  an  extraordinary 
circumstance,  and  a  symptom  of  the  prevailing  disposition,  that 
these  persons  were  quite  unconnected  with  those  known  to  be 
hostile  to  the  King  and  his  government,  and  whose  conduct, 
conversations,  and  writings  have  given  most  encouragement  to 
his  enemies. 

I  know  that  these  last  consider  these  arrests  a  fortunate  dr- 
cumstance,  and  likely  to  blind  the  King  to  the  real  dangers  of 
his  situation ;  as  Dufourgues  and  his  companions  could  give  no 
information  whatever  respecting  any  leading  character,  except- 
ing from  general  report 

The  protest  signed  by  Monsieur  Ferrand,  the  Prince  de 
Cond^,  and  the  Due  de  Bourbon,  against  the  '  Charte  Const!- 
tutionnelle,'  which  has  been  published  in  the  *  Morning  Chronicle,' 
has  produced  a  great  sensation  here,  and,  connected  with  the 
recent  appointment  of  Monsieur  de  Ferrand  to  the  Ministry  of 
Marine,  is  made  use  of  by  the  discontented  of  all  classes  to 
prove  the  insincerity  of  the  King.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  more  prudent  not  to  have  confirmed  Monsieur  de  Ferrand  in 
bis  office  just  at  the  moment  that  the  Committee  of  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies  made  a  report  on  a  speech  of  his,  in  which  he  is 
accused  of  having  intimated  that  the  King  entertained  inten- 
tions inconsistent  with  what  His  Majesty  had  promised  in  his 

Royal  Charter. 

I  have,  &c.f 

Welungpton. 


Majar-Oenerdl  Tarrens  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington^ 

My  dear  Lobd  Duke,  Horee  Guards,  3rd  Not.,  1814. 

In  reference  to  your  recommendation  of  Colonel  Douglas,  I  enclose  the 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  that  officer,  in  reply  to  the  memorial 
you  forwarded  from  him ;  and  which  I  thought  might  be  the  most  con- 
venient and  satisfactory  mode  to  you  of  letting  him  know  the  earnest 
terms  in  which  you  recommended  his  case  and  pretensions  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

I  am  very  glad  you  have  given  such  an  opinion  of  him,  as  the  experience 
of  many  years  convinces  me  of  his  real  worth  and  ability,  and  I  sincerely 
wish  the  means  conld  be  procured  of  providing  for  him  to  his  satisfaction. 
This  is  not  so  easily  done,  however,  because  he  is  very  sensitive  in  regard 
to  the  least  notion  being  entertained  that  he  is  not  fit  for  all  kinds  of 
liervice,  though,  poor  fellow,  he  has  sufTered  amputation  high  up  isl  b&^ 
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tbigh.  He  is  offended  at  not  having  got  one  of  the  companies  in  the 
Ghiards. 

Ton  will  perceive  that  we  have  had  sad  doings  in  Canada ;  and  making 
every  allowance  for  the  prejudice  of  indirect  communication,  I  fear  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  wretched  scene  has  heen  exhibited 
upon  the  frontier  of  that  country.  It  is  not  fair,  however,  to  prejudge 
Sir  George  Prevost's  case  before  his  own  account  is  received ;  and  I  think 
he  injures  himself  by  delaying  his  report,  and  thereby  allowing  the  repre- 
sentations of  many  individuals  to  ti^e  root  in  the  public  mind.  If  his 
success  at  Plattsburgh  was  to  depend  upon  the  naval  ascendency  on  Lake 
Champlain,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  he  committed  his  troops 
in  that  operation  before  our  fleet  had  sustained  the  conflict  with  the 
Americans ;  and  it  remains  to  be  explained  whether  after  all  his  retreat 
was  so  immediately  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  defeat  of  our  fleet.  I 
am  certain  you  would  have  been  sorry  for  poor  Ross.  He  has  been  a 
great  loss  to  the  service.  Pakenham  sailed  yesterday  morning;  ^nd  I 
feel  confident  that  he  will  fulfil  the  expectations  which  are  so  universally 
entertained,  as  arising  in  his  well  known  zeal  and  ability. 

Forgive  my  intruding  a  long  letter  upon  your  time ;  I  cannot  give  up 
the  idea  of  preserving  a  communication  with  you,  though  your  present 
high  employment  is  not  in  the  way  of  my  official  duties. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord  Duke,  yours  most  sincerely, 

H.  TOBKENS. 

[Enclosure.] 

Major-GenerxU  Torrens  to  Lieutenant- Coiond  Dougku, 

Bib,  Hone  Guards,  26th  Oct,  1814. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  having  transmitted  and  strongly  recommended 
your  memorial  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have  not  failed  to  lay  the  same  before  the 
Commander-in-Chief;  and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  His  Royal 
Highness  is  very  sensible  of  your  zeal  and  merits,  to  which  such  honourable 
testimony  is  borne  by  his  Grace,  and  he  will  have  great  pleasure  in  bringing 
your  name  before  the  Prince  Begent  in  the  most  favourable  manner  possible 
for  such  provision  and  employment  as  the  nature  of  the  public  service  may 
admit, 

I  have,  &o., 

H.  TOBBENB. 


2%«  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Vitcount  Ccutlereagh. 

My  DBAB  Castlebkaqh,  Fife  House,  4th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  this  day  written  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  in  consequence  of  communications  which  I  have  had  with 
Major-General  Macaulay,  Hamilton,  and  Lord  Harrowby.  Whether  the 
information  we  have  received  is  or  is  not  exaggerated,  the  whole  Cabinet 
are  of  opinion  that  we  should  not  be  justified  in  allowing  the  Duke  of 
iWellington  to  incur  the  risk  to  which  he  might  be  exposed  by  his  con- 
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ti  nuance  in  Paris  at  the  present  moment.  Al though  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton leaves  the  question  entirely  to  our  decision,  he  is  evidently  not 
insensible  to  his  own  danger,  particularly  to  the  danger  of  his  being 
detained  as  a  hostage  or  prisoner  in  the  event  of  any  internal  convulsion 
in  Paris. 

The  point  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  quitting  Paris  being  dedded,  I 
confess  I  feel  most  anxious,  under  all  the  circumstances,  that  he  should 
accept  the  command  in  America.  There  is  no  other  person  we  can  send 
there  really  equal  to  the  situation,  except  Lord  Niddry.  Bathurst  had  a 
communication  with  him.  He  would  be  willing  to  go  if  his  wounds  and 
health  would  permit,  but  his  surgeons  give  no  hopes  of  his  being  able  to 
undertake  the  service  for  some  months,  and  they  doubt  if  they  would 
suffer  him  to  go  even  then. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  would  restore  confidence  to  the  army,  place 
the  military  operations  upon  a  proper  footing,  and  give  us  the  best  chance 
of  peace.  I  know  he  is  very  anxious  for  the  restoration  of  peace  xnth. 
America  if  it  can  be  made  upon  terms  at  all  honourable.  It  is  a  material 
consideration,  likewise,  that  if  we  shall  be  disposed  for  the  sake  of  peace 
to  give  up  something  of  our  just  pretensions,  we  can  do  this  more 
creditably  through  him  than  through  any  other  person. 

I  wish  very  much  we  could  have  had  a  communication  with  you  before 
we  came  to  this  decision,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  case  delay  was 
impossible.  It  was  quite  essential  to  remove  him  from  Parijs,  and  it  was 
not  less  so  to  decide  on  the  ground  on  which  that  removal  was  to  take 
place.  Besides,  if  we  are  to  have  the  advantage  of  his  services  in 
America,  the  sooner  it  is  known  and  the  sooner  he  can  go  the  better. 

His  appointment  will  in  itself  be  sufficient  to  obviate  many  difficulties 
and  much  embarrassment  at  home. 

Believe  me,  &c,, 

LiVEBPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Duke,  Fife  House,  4th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  received  on  Sunday  last  your  letter  by  General  Macaulay,  and  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  that  gentleman  on  Tuesday  morning.  The  infor- 
mation he  gave  me  strongly  impressed  my  mind  with  the  importance  of 
your  leaving  Paris.  As,  however,  both  General  Macaulay  and  Mr.  Hamilton 
told  me  that  you  meant  to  open  yourself  thoroughly  on  the  subject  to  Lord 
Uarrowby,  I  thought  it  was  better  to  wait  till  he  came  to  town  before  I 
said  anything  on  the  subject  to  the  Prince's  confidential  servants.  I  had  a 
long  conversation  with  him  last  night,  and  I  have  since  communicated  all 
the  particulars  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  to  the  Cabinet,  who 
entirely  concur  with  me  in  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  your  quitting 
Paris  without  delay. 

It  is  at  the  same  time  of  importance  that  this  step  should  be  taken  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  give  the  least  umbrage  to  the  French  government, 
and  not  betray  any  alarm  on  our  part  as  to  the  prospect  of  an  internal 
convulsion  in  France.     The  notion  of  your  coming  to  England  to  ^v€ 
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evidence  on  either  of  the  court  xnartials  would  not,  in  our  judgment,  answer 
the  purpose,  as  neither  of  these  pretences  would  warrant  or  account  for  an 
absence  of  more  than  ten  days  or  a  fortnight. 

Two  ideas  have  occurred  to  us  for  carrying  our  purpose  into  effect.  We  are 
perfectly  ready  to  leave  the  decision  between  them  entirely  to  you.  We  only 
request  that  you  would  act  upon  one  of  them  without  delay,  and  that  you 
would  continue  in  Paris  as  short  a  time  as  possible  after  receiving  this  letter. 

The  first  is,  that  you  should  go  immediately  to  Vienna  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  with  Lord  Castlcreagh  on  the  subject  of  the  frontier  of  tho 
Netherlands  connected  with  that  of  Prussia,  Bavaria,  and  the  other  German 
Powers. 

As  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  these  points,  it  is  most 
natural  that  Lord  Castlcreagh  should  be  desirous  of  conversing  with  you 
upon  them,  and  that  the  government  here  should  wish  the  question  not  to 
be  decided  till  such  communication  has  been  had  between  you. 

Your  departure  from  Paris  on  this  account  would  not  appear  extra- 
ordinary, and  the  less  so  since  the  departure  of  General  Pozzo  di  Borgo 
from  Paris  to  Vienna  in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia.  You  might  in  this  case  leave  the  business  of  the  mission  with  Lord 
FitzRoy  Somerset :  the  establishment  at  Paris  had  better  remain  as  it  is  for 
the  present.  Your  residence  at  Vienna  might  continue  for  a  month  or  six 
weeks,  as  might  hereafter  be  judged  expedient,  and  you  might  then  return 
to  London  either  before  or  with  Lord  Castlcreagh.  Although  it  is  most 
probable  that  you  would  not,  under  such  circumstances,  be  desired  to 
resume  your  functions  at  Paris,  this  question  might  very  properly  be  left 
open  till  after  your  return  to  England.  You  would  still  be  nominally  am- 
bassador, and  no  successor  need  therefore  be  appointed  for  the  present. 

The  other  idea  which  has  presented  itself  to  our  minds  is,  that  yon  should 
be  appointed  to  the  chief  command  in  America,  and  that  you  should  go 
out  with  full  powers  to  make  peace,  or  to  continue  the  war,  if  peace  should 
be  found  impracticable,  with  renewed  vigour. 

We  are  truly  sensible  that  we  have  no  right  to  call  upon  you  to  under- 
take this  service,  and  we  wish  you  even  to  consider  the  proposal  as  not 
having  been  made  to  you,  if  it  is  in  any  way  repugnant  either  to  yonr 
views  or  to  your  feelings. 

We  cannot,  however,  conceal  from  you  that  great  public  advantage  would 
arise  from  your  accepting  this  command.  The  more  we  contemplate  the 
character  of  the  American  war,  the  more  satisfied  we  are  of  the  many  incon- 
veniences which  may  grow  out  of  the  continuance  of  it.  We  desire  to  bring 
it  to  an  honourable  conclusion ;  and  this  object  would,  in  our  judgment 
be  more  likely  to  be  attained  by  vesting  you  with  double  powers  than  by 
any  other  arrangement  which  could  be  suggested. 

If  yen  should  concur  in  this  second  idea,  you  will,  of  course,  immediately 
return  to  England.  Y^our  appointment,  as  soon  as  it  was  known,  would 
fully  account  for  your  recall  from  Paris,  without  its  being  possible  for  tlie 
French  government  to  be  offended  at  it;  but  it  would  be  better  that 
nothing  should  be  said  on  the  subject  of  it  before  your  return  to  England. 

You  might  state,  in  either  case,  to  the  King  that  you  were  called  home, 
or  desired  to  proceed  to  Vienna,  in  order  to  give  your  opinion  on  some 
military  points  of  importance. 
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I  have  thus  stated  to  you  explicitly  the  sentiments  of  the  government  in 
consequence  of  the  late  communications.  We  are  ready  to  place  the  deci- 
sion on  the  two  points  above  mentioned  entirely  in  your  hands.  We  only 
request  that  you  would  lose  no  time  in  leaving  Paris,  and  that  you  would 
keep  your  departure  from  thence  as  secret  as  possible,  till  you  are  about  to 
execute  it. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

I  beg  you  will  write  to  me  by  a  special  messenger  as  soon  as  yon  have 
come  to  a  determination. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

LlYBBPOOL. 

[Enolosube.] 
MaJor-OenercU  C.  Macaulay  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  No.  17,  Slat  Oct.,  1814. 

I  had  the  honour  yesterday  of  leaving  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
at  Fife  House  for  your  Lordship.  I  received  it  on  Sunday,  but  I  aaw  his 
Grace  both  on  Monday  and  on  Tuesday.  Had  your  Lordship  been  in  town« 
my  intention  was  to  have  forcibly  represented  the  very  perilous  situation  in 
which  Lord  Wellington  appears  to  me  to  be  placed  at  Paris,  imdcr  the 
existing  circumstances  of  general  discontent  and  perverted  feelings  in  France ; 
and  I  should  have  awaited  your  Lordship*s  commands  for  my  attendance, 
was  not  my  mind  strongly  impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  indispensable 
necessity  for  His  Majesty's  government  taking  the  subject  into  their  early  and 
serious  consideration :  this  conviction  has  emboldened  me  to  intrude  upon 
your  Lordship's  indulgence  without  loss  of  time. 

The  King  of  France's  government  is  notoriously  weak,  disunited,  and 
unpopular,  while  he  himself  is  exposed  to  unfavourable  suspicions.  The  body 
of  tho  military  is  disaffected,  and  the  Jacobins  and  men  out  of  employ,  and 
Republicans,  are  aiming  at  tho  subversion  of  the  government  This  state  of 
things  moves  in  its  natural  progress  towards  an  explosion.  A  crisis  seems  to 
mo  fast  approaching,  and  with  such  very  combustible  materials  a  small  spark 
would  light  the  whole  kingdom  into  a  flame.  Any  event,  for  instance,  taMng 
place,  such  as  a  public  insult  to  the  Duke  of  Berry,  or  the  mutiny  of  a  single 
regiment  near  the  capital,  would,  in  all  human  probability,  be  likely  to  prove 
the  signal  for  a  general  rising,  followed  by  the  massacre  of  the  whole  of  the 
Royal  Family.  It  will  appear  scarcely  credible  to  Englishmen  that  atrocious 
deeds  like  these  should  form  a  theme  of  cold,  unfeeling  calculation  with  thou- 
sands and  thousands  in  France ;  but  so  it  is. 

With  respect  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  I  consider  his  personal  safety  as 
much  more  exposed  to  danger  than  even  that  of  any  branch  of  the  Royal 
Family ;  for  if  a  ferment,  however  produced,  occurs,  whatever  party  is  upper- 
most will  take  measures  to  prevent  his  quitting  France.  On  the  morning  of 
the  day  I  left  Paris  I  inquired  of  a  person  well  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  sentiments  and  views  of  the  leaders  of  all  parties,  whether,  in  case  of 
a  movement  in  France,  he  tliought  it  possible  that  at  this  day,  in  violation 
and  contempt  of  the  laws  of  nations,  a  civilized  people  could  go  the  length, 
the  imwarrantable  length,  of  arresting  one  clothed  with  the  sacred  character 
of  ambassador  ?  His  reply  was,  "  Yes  :  not  only  will  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
be  arrested,  but  Iiis  arrest  will  be  justified  to  France,  and  in  their  judgment 
to  Europe,  by  the  circumstance  of  your  having  60,000  men  in  Belgium,  whom 
ho  is  eventually  to  command." 
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Tour  Lordship  will,  no  donbt,  have  learned  from  other  quarters  that  the 
French  Marshals,  and  generally  the  superior  officers  of  the  French  army, 
manifest  a  disposition  to  misconstrue  the  motives  for  the  appointment  of  Lord 
Wellington  to  the  Court  of  France.  It  forms,  unfortunately,  a  subject  for 
oonsderable  jealousy  and  irritation ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  hia 
presence  there  serves  still  farther  to  increase  the  feelings  of  irritation  towanla 
England  which  are  so  widely  spread  over  France. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  presume  to  offer  one  word  to  your  Lordship  upon  the 
universal  feeling  that  would  be  excited  in  England  by  the  arrest  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe  to  your  Lordship  that  should  my 
Lord  Wellington  remain  in  Paris,  this  event,  or  something  more  dreadful  to 
him  personally,  though  perhaps  not  more  fatal  to  the  interests  of  his  country 
and  of  the  world,  appears  to  me  far  from  improbable  or  distant. 

The  only  difference  of  opinion  that  can  exist  upon  this  serious  subject  can 
arise  only  from  a  difference  as  to  the  degree  of  danger  in  which  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  stands ;  for  as  to  the  existence  of  danger  I  presume  there  is  no 
difference.  The  view  I  take  of  it  is  formed  from  information  received  from 
sources  acknowledged  by  most  in  Paris  to  be  authentic,  and  from  an  attentive 
observation  of  the  present  state  of  the  temper  and  disposition  of  various  classes 
of  society  in  France. 

If  I  might  presume  (without  at  present  entering  upon  other  details  of  a 
serious  nature  connected  with  this  subject)  most  respectfully  to  offer  any 
suggestive  remedy  to  your  Lordship,  I  would,  with  all  deference,  venture  to 
propose  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  be  immediately  called  over  to  England  ; 
your  Lordship  permitting  it  to  be  rumoured  abroad,  and  stated  in  the  papeis, 
that  Ministers  have  required  his  attendance  to  consult  with  him  on  the  plan 
of  operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign  in  America,  and  possibly  with  the 
view  of  sending  him  thither  to  conduct  the  war  in  that  quarter  to  a  happy 
issue.  It  appears  to  mo  that  some  such  reason  being  given  for  his  absence 
from  Paris,  after  the  intelligence  recently  received  from  America,  might  be 
likely  to  satisfy  the  Court  of  France  and  the  other  Courts  of  Europe. 

This  suggestion  I  have  mentioned  only  to  one  person,  upon  whose  discretion 
the  amplest  reliance  may  be  placed.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  before  I  left  Paris, 
otherwise  I  should  certainly  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  sentiments  upon  it.  He  is,  as  your  Lordship  well  knows,  disposed 
and  ready  to  submit  his  own  judgment  to  that  of  His  Majesty's  government ;  and 
although  I  have  no  authority  from  him  to  say  so,  yet  I  consider  it  a  matter  of 
serious  and  sacred  duty  to  your  Lordship  and  to  my  country  to  inform  you  that 
he  dislikes  Paris,  and  that  the  whole  routine  of  ceremony  and  business  there 
is  no  less  uncongenial  to  his  feelings  than  it  is  proved  to  be  unserviceable  to 
the  main  interests  of  his  country. 

I  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  forgive  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  submit  any  opinion  of  mine  to  your  Lordship.  I  rest  my  justification 
altogether  upon  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  letter,  and  on  the  vital  importance 
of  the  subject.  There  is  no  one  who  more  sincerely  and  anxiously  wishes 
success  to  your  Lordship's  administration  than,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  faithful  humble  servant, 

C.  MA.CAULAY. 


PRECAUTIONS  RECOMMENDED  TO  LOUIS  XVUI.      409 


The  Earl  cf  Liverpool  to  Field  Marital  the  Duke  of  WeUingUm. 

My  drab  Duke,  Fife  Honse,  4th  Nov.,  1814. 

It  is  most  probable  that  you  may  not  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
any  communication  of  importance  to  the  King  before  you  leave  Paria. 
I  will,  however,  take  my  chance  of  such  an  opportimity  occurring ;  and 
if  it  should  not,  you  may  leave  this  letter  with  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset,  in 
order  that  he  may  make  use  of  the  opinions  contained  in  it  if  the  King  of 
France,  Monsieur  de  Blacas,  or  any  other  person  in  the  King's  personal 
confidence  should  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  conversing  on  the  subject. 

Independent  of  any  recent  information,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
convulsion  in  Paris,  or  at  least  an  attempt  to  create  one,  is  not  at  all 
unlikely,  considering  the  number  of  desperate  characters,  disaffected  to 
the  government  or  out  of  employment,  who  must  be  at  present  in  the 
capital. 

I  think  it  very  desirable,  therefore,  that  the  attention  of  the  Royal 
family  should  be  called  to  the  following  precautionary  measures.  If  due 
regard  is  paid  to  them,  they  may  prevent  the  blow  being  struck  at  all ;  or  if 
it  is  struck,  they  may  limit  the  evil  effects  of  it. 

The  first  measure  of  precaution  to  which  I  would  call  their  attention 
is  never  to  allow  a  reunion  of  the  whole  Royal  family  in  Pans  at  any  one 
time. 

Whatever  rash  act  a  few  desperate  men  may  be  prepared  to  perform,  the 
purpose  never  could  be  fully  answered  except  by  seizing  the  whole  Royal 
family  at  once.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  one  of  them  against  whom 
there  exists  particular  or  personal  resentment,  and  the  King,  I  should 
imagine,  would  in  this  respect  be  more  safe  than  any  other  member  of  the 
family.  The  object,  therefore,  in  seizing  or  destroying  him  is  to  seize  and 
destroy  the  dynasty,  and  the  safety  of  any  member  of  the  dynasty  must 
contribute  to  the  safety  of  the  whole. 

The  next  measure  of  precaution  I  would  suggest,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  to  the  King  of  France  on  board  the  yacht  the  day  he  sailed 
from  Dover.  Let  the  south  of  France  never  be  without  a  Prince.  The 
south  of  France  (with  perhaps  the  exception  of  La  Vendue)  is  the  only 
part  of  the  country  in  which  there  appears  to  be  any  sentiment  of  loyalty. 
From  all  accounts  there  exists  throughout  the  southern  provinces  a  great 
degree  of  enthusiasm  for  the  House  of  Bourbon.  This  spirit  and  sentiment 
should  be  kept  alive  by  the  continual  presence  of  one  of  the  Royal  family. 
If  any  convulsion  should  arise  at  Paris,  he  should  be  prepared  to  raise 
the  Royal  standard  at  once. 

If  these  precautionary  measures  are  attended  to,  I  am  i^ersuaded  the 
Bourbons  may  keep  their  hold  of  the  country,  even  though  a  personal 
calamity  should  happen  to  any  one  of  them. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 

LiVEBPOOL. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Emperor  of  aU  the  Busgias. 

SiBE,  Vienna,  4th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  have  received  the  Memorandam*  your  Imperial  Majesty  has  been  so 
gracious  as  to  transmit  to  me,  with  a  liecomiug  sense  of  this  additional 
instance  of  your  Imperial  Majesty's  condescension  and  personal  favour, 
to  which  I  attach,  Sire,  the  greater  value,  as  I  consider  it  the  strongest 
])roof  of  your  Imperial  Majesty's  desire  still  to  examine  with  deliberation 
the  public  question  to  which  it  refers. 

Confiding  in  your  Imperial  Majesty's  favourable  interpretation  of  the 
]iart  I  have  taken,  it  is  a  great  relief  to  me  to  have  to  observe  upon  a 
lieper  which  I  consider  not  as  your  Imperial  Majesty's,  but  as  the  argu- 
ment of  the  person  who  is  the  advocate  with  your  Imperial  Majesty  of  the 
measures  against  which  I  have  ventured  to  reason. 

That  the  judgment  of  a  Sovereign  can  never  be  finally  concluded  or 
compromised  by  any  suggestion  which  may  through  his  intervention  be 
brought  into  discussion,  and  that  the  Royal  ear  is  to  be  considered  as  always 
open  to  the  influence  of  argument,  is  the  particular  prerogative  to  w^bich 
bis  subjects  arc  naturally  most  attached,  as  being  in  itself  the  best  security 
for  their  interests. 

In  this  view  I  have  again,  I  trust,  not  improperly,  certainly  not  witbout 
all  due  humility,  presumed  to  submit  some  remarks  upon  tbe  paper  in 
(luestion.  If  they  are  written  in  the  freedom  of  discussion,  it  is  only  to 
bring  before  the  tribunal  of  your  judgment.  Sire,  the  principles  upon  which 
I  dissent  from  the  writer  of  the  Memorandum ;  and  if  any  expression  of 
warmth  is  to  be  traced  in  those  observations,  I  entreat  your  Imperial 
Majesty  will  be  assured  that  it  has  alone  been  dictated  by,  I  hope,  not  an 
illaudable  impatience  of  any  statement  which  could  represent  me  aa 
defective  in  those  sentiments  of  respectful  deference  whicb  I  owe  to  your 
Imperial  Majesty. 

I  am  sensible  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  indulgence  I  have  presumed  to 
use  altogether  to  your  Imperial  Majesty's  condescension  and  liberality. 

It  would  be  painful  to  me  in  the  extreme  if  you  thought,  Sire,  that  I 
had  abused  it. 

But  having  been  encouraged  by  your  Imperial  Majesty  to  submit  to  yon 
my  sentiments  on  this  subject,  I  feel  that  I  shall  best  discharge  my  duty 
by  doing  it  unreservedly. 

I  am,  Sire,  with  the  most  entire  deference  and  profound  respect. 

Your  Imperial  Majesty's,  &c., 

Castlebeaoh. 

[Enclosures.] 
I. 

3Iemorandum, 

4th  Nov.,  1814. 

However  painful  it  may  be  to  protract  a  discussion  on  such  a  subject,  it  is  a 
public  duty  not  to  suffer  the  Memorandum,  to  which  thii?  is  an  answer,  to 

•  See  p.  388. 
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pafls  without  some  remarks,  not  only  on  acconnt  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject  matter  to  which  it  immediately  relates,  but  as  disclosing  maxims  of 
public  law  perfectly  novel  in  themseWes,  and  subyersiye  of  every  received 
principle  of  confidence  and  good  faith  between  States. 

The  writer  conmionces  by  impeaching  the  validity  of  the  Treaty  of  Reichen- 
bach,  which  he  denies  to  be  now  of  force  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  the 
Duchy  of  Warsaw.  He  does  this  on  two  grounds  : — 1st,  that  this  treaty  was 
**  purement  Sventuel,"  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  successes 
of  the  war  it  ceased  to  be  binding ;  and  2ndly,  that  if  there  was  any  groimd 
for  doubting  the  soundness  of  this  conclusion,  it  was  removed  by  the  treaty  of 
the  9th  September,  by  which  the  previous  treaty  was  annulled. 

Let  us  examine  imder  what  circumstances  and  with  what  views  these 
treaties  were  made,  and  ascertain  with  somewhat  more  of  precision  than  the 
writer  has  manifested  what  has  occurred  to  annul  their  provisions,  or  to  place 
at  the  disposal  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  namely,  Russia,  the  rights  of 
the  two  others  without  their  express  consent. 

The  treaty  of  the  27th  of  Juno  was  the  treaty  upon  the  fiuth  of  which 
Austria,  being  still  at  peace  with  France,  bound  herself  to  engage  in  the  war 
if  her  mediation  failed  to  effect  a  peace  upon  certain  principles  agreed  upon 
with  the  Allies. 

In  determining  thus  to  hazard  her  existence  in  the  field,  Austria  stipulated 
two  conditions,  both  of  local  importance  to  her  interests  and  military  security. 
The  one  was  the  recovery  of  her  Illyrian  provinces ;  the  other  was  that  she 
should  receive  a  proportion  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  which  had  in  part  been 
constructed  of  territories  but  recently  wrested  from  her  own  dominions. 

There  is  no  cavil  as  to  the  nature  of  the  engagement  itself;  there  is  no 
allegation  that  Austria  has  forfeited  her  right  under  the  treaty  by  any  breach 
of  its  conditions,  either  as  a  mediator  or  as  an  ally.  There  is  no  suggestion 
that  Austria  has,  by  any  act  or  consent  on  her  part,  released  her  ally  from  the 
obligations  of  this  covenant,  or  agreed  to  accept  an  equivalent.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  equitable  partition  of  the  Duchy  has 
never  ceased  tliroughout  the  whole  period  of  the  alliance  to  be  a  matter  of 
anxious  and  earnest  discussion  with  her  ally,  as  immediately  affecting  the 
security  of  her  frontier.  What  has  then  deprived  Austria  of  her  rights  to  this 
specific  object?  It  is  said  the  treaty  was  "^ventuel."  "Eventuel"  upon 
what  ?  Not  upon  Austria  fulfilling  her  engagements  with  good  faith ;  not 
upon  there  being  the  means  of  giving  what  was  promised ;  but  "  cvcntuel  ** 
upon  this  extraordinary  principle,  that  there  being  more  than  ample  means  to 
satisfy  the  treaty,  a  new  right  accrued  to  Russia,  another  party  to  the  treaty, 
to  decide  according  to  her  pleasure  whether  Austria  should  obtain  the  object 
stipulated,  or  accept,  in  lieu  of  it,  what  Russia  deems  an  equivalent  at  the 
opposite  extremity  of  her  dominions.  It  is  a  new  position  in  public  law  that 
the  obligations  of  a  treaty  shall  be  equally  dissolved  and  defeated  by  success 
and  by  failure.  If  Buonaparte  had  triumphed,  the  Emperor  of  Austria  would 
have  lost  his  Polish  frontiers,  and  probably  his  crown.  The  Allies  prevailed, 
and  he  is  equally  doomed  to  lose  his  Polish  frontier.  On  what  security  will 
treaties  rest,  if  they  can  be  thus  donstructively  annulled  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria  has 
received  a  full  compensation  in  other  quarters. 

This  is  not  the  question  under  the  treaty.  The  question  is,  Did  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  upon  due  and  fair  notice,  consent  to  receive  it  as  such  ? 
Did  he  consent,  in  consideration  of  an  extension  of  his  former  fxissessions  in 
Italy,  from  the  Adige  to  the  Ticino,  to  relinquish  his  right  under  the  Treaty 
of  Reichenbach  to  be  protected  on  the  side  of  Poland?    Did  the  several 
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Powers  who  were  parties  to  the  Peace  of  Paris,  when  assigning  the  Po  as  the 
Austrian,  boundary  in  Italy,  suppose  they  were  sanctioning  an  extension  of 
territory  on  the  side  of  Italy  in  exchange  for  a  military  barrier  between  Bussia 
and  Austria  on  the  side  of  Poland  ? 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  British  government  was  a  deliberate  party  to 
such  a  principle  ?  Or  that  Great  Britain,  in  the  honest  execution  of  her 
avowed  system  of  laying  down  her  conquests  for  the  sake  of  restoring  to  the 
Continent  independence  and  repose,  could  have  either  been  expected  or 
desired  to  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  inverting,  and  not  of  restoring,  the 
deranged  balance  of  Europe  ? 

If  not,  the  Treaty  of  Reichenbach  is  in  full  force,  and  it  is  under  the  obliga- 
tions and  in  the  spirit  of  that  treaty  the  parties  are  yet  to  adjust  by  negotiation 
tlieir  pretensions.   The  same  reasoning  applies  to  Prussia. 

But  it  is  alleged  in  the  Memorandum  that,  admitting  the  rights  as  con- 
tended for  under  the  treaty  of  June,  tliese  rights  were  extinguished  in  the 
Treaty  of  Toplitz ;  that  a  new  disposition  was  then  made,  and  that  the  claims 
of  Austria  and  Prussia  upon  the  Duchy  were  no  longer  the  same.  If  it  be 
contended  that  they  rested  from  that  period  on  a  footing  less  favouraUe  to 
those  Powers,  what  is  the  ground  for  such  an  assumption?  Can  it  be 
argued  from  tlie  then  state  of  the  campaign  as  rational  or  possible  to  suppose 
that  Austria  would  have  signed  a  new  treaty  gratuitously  surrendering  in 
September  pretensions  to  which  she  had  in  June,  for  obvious  reasons,  attached 
the  first  importance  ?  The  Allied  armies,  previous  to  the  9th  of  September, 
on  which  day  this  instnmient  bears  date,  had  obtained  important  successes 
before  Berlin,  iu  Silesia,  and  at  Culm ;  but  they  were  still  confined  within 
the  defiles  of  Bohemia  :  Buonaparte  was  in  force  at  Dresden  and  on  the  line 
of  the  Elbe,  and  the  fate  of  the  campaign  was  in  suspense.  On  the  side  of 
Italy,  General  Nugent's  first  occupation  of  Trieste  did  not  take  place  till  the 
12th  of  the  same  mouth. 

If  there  was  no  credible  motive  on  the  part  of  Austria  for  then  making 
such  a  surrender,  it  cannot  surely  be  inferred  from  the  mere  change  in  the 
wording  of  the  article.  It  will  not  be  contended  that  *'  un  arrangement  k 
Taimable  entre  les  trois  Cours  de  Russie,  d'Autriche,  et  de  Prusse  sur  le  sort 
futur  du  Duche  de  Yarsovie  "  can  entitle  Russia  to  exclude  Austria  from  the 
equitable  share  the  treaty  of  June  gave  her  under  the  express  word  pariage^ 
or  that  it  can  enable  Russia  to  dispose  politically  of  the  Duchy  without  an 
arrangement  to  bo  made  in  concert  with  the  other  Allied  Courts. 

The  obvious  meaning  and  history  of  that  treaty  establish  conclusively  an 
opposite  inference.  The  treaty  of  September  was  not  intended  to  annul  or  to 
alter  the  treaty  of  June  iu  any  of  its  essential  features,  but  on  the  contrary 
to  confirm  and  extend  its  provisions.  The  treaty  of  June  had  fixed  the 
offensive  arrangements  of  the  Allied  Courts  in  the  event  of  the  mediation 
terminating  in  a  war.  The  treaty  of  September  re-affirmed  these,  and  added 
to  them  defensive  engagements,  with  specific  stipulated  succours,  regularly 
assigned  to  be  furnished  by  each  Power.  The  treaty  of  June,  in  Article  6, 
covenanted  to  give  efiect  in  case  of  war  by  positive  stipulation  to  the  Russian 
and  Prussian  notes  of  the  16th  May.  The  treaty  of  September  carried  those 
notes  into  effect,  covenanting  the  reconstruction  of  the  Austrian  and  Prussian 
monarchies  "  sur  T^hcUe  la  plus  rapproche'e  de  celle  oti  elles  se  trouvoient 
en  1805."  If  the  article  stopped  here,  there  would  have  been  no  solid  ground 
to  contend  that,  in  the  event  of  complete  success,  and  more  tlian  ample  means 
being  acquired  for  satisfying  the  treaty,  the  choice  and  allocation  of  those 
means  were  at  the  arbitrary  discretion  of  the  third  Power ;  but  as  if  to  mark 
the  reverse,  and  to  evince  the  unremitting  interest  attached  to  the  &te  of  the 
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Duchy  of  Warsaw,  this  was  again  brought  forward  as  a  special  object,  and  the 
co-ordinate  rights  of  the  three  Powers  to  arrange  as  to  its  final  disposal  were 
again  solemnly  recognized  by  treaty. 

Where,  then,  is  there  to  be  found,  either  upon  the  face  of  the  treaties  them- 
selves or  in  any  writer  upon  the  law  of  nations,  a  pretence,  much  less  a 
justification,  for  this  dispensing  power  (which  the  writer  of  the  Memorandum 
attributes  to  a  single  Power),  in  the  event  of  success,  to  substitute  other 
arrangements  in  the  room  of  those  covenanted  by  treaties,  and  obviously  on 
military  grounds  the  most  important  to  the  two  weaker  Powers  ? 

When  the  argument  of  frontier  is  urged,  it  is  met  in  two  ways.  Sometimes 
it  is  denied  that  the  position  of  the  Duchy  in  the  hands  of  Russia  is  menacing 
to  the  other  Powers,  at  other  times  that  His  Imperial  Majesty's  kno¥m 
moderation  and  friendship  for  his  Allies  render  such  a  consideration  unim- 
portant. 

Upon  the  first  point  it  will  bo  difficult  to  persuade  Europe  that  incor- 
porating into  the  contiguous  mass  of  the  Russian  dominions  nearly  the  whole 
of  those  military  positions  (which  Buonaparte  studiously  severed  from  the 
neighbouring  states,  as  the  instrument  by  which,  remote  from  the  mass  of  his 
own  immediate  resources,  he  was  to  hold  both  Russia  and  Austria  in  check) 
can  be  wholly  co-operative  for  such  a  purpose.  If  these  Powers  are  to  be 
really  independent,  and  not  exposed  to  an  influence  which,  if  not  in  degree  so 
overwhelming  as  that  which  connected  the  kingdom  of  Italy  and  the  Con- 
federation of  the  Rhine  with  the  French  empire,  is  nevertheless  in  itself  a 
just  object  of  European  jealousy  and  alarm,  the  claim  to  have  an  adequate 
frontier  assigned  to  them  is  surely  irresistible,  and  cannot  be  reasonably  com- 
bated either  by  what  may  be  ofiered  to  them  elsewhere,  or  by  any  pressing 
necessity  that  Russia  can  feel,  upon  a  defensive  principle,  to  possess  herself  of 
the  whole  of  the  Duchy  in  a  military  point  of  view. 

The  argument  drawn  from  the  Emperor's  personal  character  is  not  less 
exceptionable.  Whatever  may  be  the  virtues  of  the  monarch,  it  is  not  upon 
personal  confidence  or  upon  the  life  of  an  individual  that  the  liberties  and 
security  of  states  should  be  built. 

Such  an  homage  it  would  be  as  inconsistent  for  His  Imperial  Majesty  to 
receive,  as  for  the  Sovereign  of  another  state  to  pay.  Concerns  of  vital  im- 
portance such  as  these  must  be  adjusted  upon  other  and  more  solid  grounds. 

Neither  can  it  be  expected  that  the  alarms  of  a  Polish  mom  rchy  under  a 
Russian  dynasty  can  be  at  once  allayed  in  the  adjacent  states  either  by  per- 
sonal confidence,  or  even  by  the  proposed  guarantee. 

The  writer  of  the  memoir  has  informed  us,  when  arguing  on  the  Article  of 
1797,  that  with  the  first  war,  or  even  what  he  calls  a  change  of  circumstances, 
the  guarantee,  however  solemn,  is  dissolved. 

His  series  of  reasoning  is  that  war  cancels  the  guarantee ;  that  successftil 
war  justifies  demands  for  additional  compensation,  and  a  new  partition,  conse- 
quently further  incorporation  into  the  new  monarchy  under  the  Russian 
sceptre  of  the  adjacent  Polish  provinces,  thus  supposed  to  be  secured  by  a 
guarantee  to  Prussia  and  Austria. 

The  complacency  with  which  this  progress  is  contemplated,  and  the  facility 
with  which  the  pretensions  of  neighbouring  Powers  are  to  be  satisfied,  by 
extending  the  partitioning  principle  beyond  the  pale  of  Poland  to  other  parts 
of  Europe,  ore  certainly  not  calculated,  should  such  an  authority  be  unfor- 
tunately listened  to,  to  dissipate  apprehensions  as  to  the  future. 

But  it  is  alleged  that,  admitting  the  treaties  to  be  still  binding,  the  arrange- 
ments intended  by  Russia  with  respect  to  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  vrill  amply 
and  liberally  fulfil  their  stipulations.    What  these  arrangements  are  is  not 
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specified ;  but  a  general  description  is  given  of  them,  founded  npon  a  statistieal 
evaluation  of  the  extent  and  population  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  which 
assigns  to  it  nearly  1,100,000  less  than  is  attributed  to  it  in  the  reports  of  the 
best  authority. 

The  annexed  official  tables  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  specimen  given  to  na 
of  the  writer's  accuracy,  both  as  to  population  and  revenue. 

The  arrangement  proposed  for  Prussia  it  appears  is  of  a  substantive  cha- 
racter, whether  sufficient  in  amount  or  upon  military  principles  can  only  be 
judged  of  upon  a  more  precise  specification ;  but  that  it  should  have  occurred 
to  the  writer  to  produce  the  Rayon  of  Cracovie,  and  the  half  of  the  Salines  of 
Wieliczka,  as  a  satisfaction  *'k  I'aimable"  of  the  treaty  either  of  Jane  or 
September,  supposing  them  different,  instead  of  concurring  instruments,  is 
such  a  condescension  in  statement  as  has  never  before  been  put  forward  in 
justification  of  any  measure. 

What?  That  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  having  expressly,  studiously,  and 
repeatedly  stipulated  for  a  concurrent  voice  as  to  the  future  fate  of  the  Duchy 
of  Warsaw,  and  having  repeatedly  urged  his  claims  to  a  participation,  with  a 
view  to  the  military  security  of  his  dominions  rather  than  to  their  territorial 
extension,  should  be  expected  to  receive  in  full  satisfaction  of  his  rights  six 
square  leagues  of  territory,  with  a  population  of  15,654  souls,  not  affording  in 
point  of  extent  or  position  the  slightest  cover  to  his  frontier,  can  never  surely 
be  brought  forward  as  a  serious  or  substantial  execution  of  such  an  engage- 
ment. The  substitution  of  three  millions  of  florins  as  the  Polish  half,  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Salines,  instead  of  three  hundred  thousand,  is  another  proof 
with  what  caution  the  calculations  as  well  as  the  counsels  of  the  writer  of  the 
Memorandum  should  be  received  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia  when  he  shall 
come  to  decide  what,  in  generosity  as  well  as  in  justice,  he  owes  to  those 
Allies  with  whom  he  has  shared  the  hazards  of  war,  and  with  whom  he  must 
desire  to  preserve  the  closest  connection. 

It  would  bo  endless  to  trace  the  successive  misrepresentations  of  the  paper 
to  which  this  writer  attempts  to  give  an  answer,  which  abound  in  every  page 
of  this  Memorandum,  or  to  protest  sufficiently  against  its  studied  purpose  to 
cover  defect  of  argument  by  an  attempt  to  represent  a  frank  but  respectful 
discussion  of  important  measures  of  state  as  an  insinuation  against  the  sacred 
person  of  his  Sovereign.  Such  practices  can  never  succeed  to  effect  their 
purpose  with  the  high  personage  to  whom  tliey  have  been  directed,  whose 
noblest  profession  has  always  been  to  wish  to  hear  the  truth ;  nor  can  it  divert 
those  whom  it  is  meant  to  embarrass  from  an  unreserved  but  decorous  dis- 
charge of  a  public  duty.  With  this  avowal,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  touch  upon 
a  few  leading  instances. 

He  represents  the  appeal  made  to  the  Emperor's  justice  and  moderation, 
founded  upon  the  alleged  sense  of  Europe,  as  a  menace  and  an  appeal  to 
arms.  The  writer  well  knew  that  the  question  between  the  Allies  has  never 
in  the  most  remote  degree  been  reasoned  upon  a  hostile  or  military  prin- 
ciple, but  avowedly  the  contrary;  and  he  also  knew  that  if  there  was  a 
Power  in  Europe  peculiarly  interested  in  preserving  both  the  peace  and  the 
alliance,  and  which  could  have  no  possible  interest  in  the  question  other  than 
what  it  derived  through  the  public  good,  it  was  that  Power  on  which  he  has 
thought  fit  to  reflect ;  but  if  he  meant  to  discountenance  menace,  instead  of  to 
sow  discord,  he  might  have  spared  his  comparison  of  the  power  of  Russia  with 
other  the  greatest  states  of  tiie  Continent  combined.  His  modesty  as  to  the 
ability  of  Russia  to  sustain  such  a  shock  as  nothing  but  the  fatal  revival  of  a 
system  similar  to  that  which  has  been  so  lately  overthrown  can  ever  bring 
upon  her,  will  go  but  a  little  way  in  establishing  that  the  adjacent  Powers  can 
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live  in  security  or  in  peace  in  the  presence  of  soch  a  military  Power  when 
stripped  of  their  frontiers  ;  nor  will  Europe  feel  satisfied  with  that  equilibrium 
for  its  daily  protection  which  is  stated  to  require  its  whole  military  power  to 
be  displaced  and  put  in  motion  upon  every  aberration  of  a  particular  state 
from  the  line  of  its  duty.  Is  this  the  species  of  cquilibriimi  that  the  author 
deems  it  prudent  to  demand  for  his  master  from  Europe  assembled  in 
Congress? 

His  charge  of  exaggeration  in  the  statements  of  the  writer,  and  particularly 
in  the  picture  given  of  the  recent  acquisitions  of  Russia,  is  not  less  indiscreet 
They  were  not  invidiously  brought  forward ;  they  were,  on  the  contrary, 
treated  with  studied  moderation.  But  when  he  brings  these  successive  acqui- 
sitions into  view  (constituting  more  than  a  powerful  kingdom  in  amount)  as 
mere  defensive  precautions,  he  ought  to  liave  foreseen  the  inference  that 
Russia,  thus  relieved  from  disquietude  on  all  her  hitherto  vulnerable  frontiers, 
is  not  only  upon  the  point  of  establishing  herself  in  advance  of  the  Vistula, 
but  that  she  has  thus  rendered  disposable  nearly  the  whole  of  her  military 
force,  and  that  she  can  now  pour  upon  the  Oder  and  the  Danube  at  her 
pleasure  those  armies  which  before  were  either  comparatively  ineffective,  or 
spread  over  the  extent  of  an  exposed  frontier.  If  Russia  has  sought  for 
frontier  against  Turks  and  Persians,  can  she  complain  if  Prussians  and 
Austrians  should  seek  for  frontier  against  Russian  troops,  especially  if  Russia 
is  hereafter  to  wield  a  Polish  national  army  as  a  new  and  most  formidable 
instrument  of  war  ?  The  picture  is  not  exaggerated ;  and  if  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  desires  to  cultivate  peace,  and  to  make  Europe  love  rather  than  fear 
him,  it  would  have  become  the  writer  to  counsel  him  to  soften  by  his  present 
arrangements,  and  not  to  aggravate,  the  features  that  belong  to  it. 

To  resume.  It  is  established  that  the  treaties  of  Reichenbach  and  Toplitz 
are  concurrent  engagements,  and  at  this  day  in  full  force  ;  that  Russia  has  no 
right  to  annul  or  alter  their  stipulations,  or  to  substitute  one  object  for 
another,  in  satisfaction  of  the  claims  thereby  established,  except  upon  a  dis- 
tinct consent  previously  obtained  from  the  other  contracting  parties;  that 
although  the  war  has  furnished  ample  means  of  fulfilling  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  however  it  may  upon  a  liberal  and  generous  principle  of  negotiation 
with  each  other  afford  new  and  important  facilities  in  their  adjustment,  that 
the  extent  of  success  does  not,  however,  release  any  or  all  of  the  parties  from 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  Europe  not  to  aggrandise  themselves  miduly, 
either  to  the  subversion  of  its  just  equilibrium,  or  to  the  unnecessary  prejudice 
of  its  weaker  states.  The  principle  so  universally  contended  for  by  the  writer 
of  territorial  compensation  for  expenses  incurred  in  war,  unless  qualified  in 
the  strictest  sense  by  its  bearing  upon  the  general  system  of  Europe,  cannot 
be  too  strongly  condemned. 

The  great  military  Powers  of  the  Continent  who  have  triumphed  in  the 
war,  and  especially  Russia,  to  whose  security  acquisition  can  be  least  of  all 
necessary,  should  recollect  that  they  avowedly  fought  for  their  own  liberties 
and  for  those  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  not  for  the  extension  of  their 
dominion.  That  it  is  £Edse  as  an  imivcrsal  principle  that  nations  have  a  right 
in  all  cases  to  claim  additional  territories  in  compensation  for  expenses 
incurred  in  war,  and  much  less  under  circimistances  that  tend  to  expose  the 
military  security  of  neighbouring  and  allied  states.  The  peace  of  the  world 
cannot  co-exist  with  such  a  doctrine.  Besides,  accession  of  territory,  although 
it  may  satisfy  national  ambition,  seldom  fails  to  bring  with  it  burthens  and 
discontents  fully  equivalent  to  its  resources.  With  these  principles  in  view, 
if  the  Allied  Powers  act  liberally  to  each  other,  and  indulgently  to  other 
states,  they  may  look  forward  to  crown  a  glorious  war  by  a  solid  and  lasting 
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peace,  and  posterity  will  revere  their  names,  not  only  for  haying  delivered  by 
their  aims  the  world  from  a  tyrant  and  conqueror,  but  for  having  restored  l^ 
their  example  and  by  their  indQuence  the  reig^  of  moderation  and  justice. 

n. 

Tableau  Official  des  Pertes  de  TAutriche  en  Pologne. 


Llenes,  15 
aadegr6. 

PopalatioD. 

A    TjA  OAlliraA  OGGidentAld       ..      .•      ••      •*       •• 

866 
94 

106 

Of 

1,202,265 

B.  Dans  la  Gallicie  Orientale  : — 

1.  Le  cercle  de  Zamoso 

2.  Les  distriels  cedes  par  TAutriche  k  la 

Russie,  1809,  dans  les  cercles  de  Zloc- 
zow,  Brzezan,  Tamopol,  et  Zaleczezyk 

3.  Rayon  sur  la  rive  droite  de  la  Vistule,  ser- 

vant d'arrondissement  k  Cracovie 

4.  Partie  dans  lee  Salines  de  Wieliczka 

185,980 

400,000 

13,783 
1,871 

Total 

• 

l,072i 

1,803,899 

N.B.  Suivant  I'article  3  du  Traits  de  Vienne  du  14  Octobre,  1809,  le  tern- 
tciire  et  les  revenus  des  Salines  de  Wieliczka  appartenaient  en  oommun  k  8.M. 
TEmpereur  d'Autriche  et  du  Roi  de  Saxe  en  sa  qualite'  de  Due  de  Vaxsovie. 
La  quote  part  de  1' Autriche  dans  les  revenus  des  dites  Salines  monte  k  peu  pr^s 
k  300,000  florins  (profit,  net). 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Downing  Street,  4th  Nov.,  1814. 

Lord  Liverpool  will  communicate  to  you  the  two  propositions  whidi  are 
to  be  submitted  to  your  Grace  for  your  decision.  The  only  point  which 
the  government  makes  is  that  you  do  not  remain  at  Paris.  I  should  not, 
therefore,  have  been  disposed  to  have  added  a  private  letter  to  my  public 
despatch  from  this  office  (which  you  will  only  consider  yourself  as  receiving 
in  the  event  of  your  having  decided  to  come  home,  instead  of  proceeding 
to  Vienna)  if  I  were  not  apprehensive  that  my  silence  might  appear  a 
mark  of  indifference  on  a  question  in  which  I  cannot  but  feel  personally 
deeply  interested. 

I  hope  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  assurances  to  your  Grace  on 
this  point.  Strongly,  however,  as  I  feel  it,  I  must  beg  you  not  to  allow  a 
sense  of  piilitary  duty  to  decide  your  conduct.  The  question  is  not 
whether  you  ought  to  accept  the  command  when  offered,  but  whether  you 
think,  as  a  statesman,  that,  under  the  present  circumstances,  not  of  Paris 
exclusively,  but  of  Europe,  it  is  better  for  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  go  to 
Vienna  or  to  America. 

If  you  accept  the  command  now,  there  would  arise  the  great  advantage  of 
your  being  invested  with  the  double  character  of  negotiator  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief before  the  rupture  of  the  existing  negotiation.  But  pray 
decide  (I  must  repeat  it),  not  as  a  soldier,  but  a  statesman. 

I  ought  to  add  that  I  saw  Lord  Niddry  last  Monday.  He  was  confined 
with  his  wound,  which  had  again  opened,  and  it  is  certainly  out  of  hia 
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power  to  accept  any  active  situation  at  present ;  and  I  have  heard  since 
that  his  surgeon  cannot  give  any  assurances  of  his  being  well,  or  even 
materially  better,  by  the  spring. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Bathubst. 


To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh,  [  808.  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris.  5th  Nov.,  1814. 

General  Fagel  has  just  sent  to  inform  me  that  he  is  going  to 
send  to  Vienna  a  person  in  whom  confidence  can  be  placed, 
and  I  take  the  opportunity  of  sending  you  the  enclosed  letter 
from  Lord  Liverpool,  and  two  or  three  despatches,  and  of 
writing#you  a  few  lines,  which  you  will  receive  before  the 
courier  will  arrive  who  will  leave  this  on  Monday  night 

I  have  this  instant  had  an  interview  with  Monsieur  de 
Blacas.  I  found  him  very  much  displeased  at  the  continued 
obstinacy  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  respecting  Poland;  on 
which  he  says  that  he  understands  that  His  Imperial  Majesty 
declared,  before  he  quitted  Vienna  to  go  into  Hungary,  that 
ne  considered  all  matters  settled ;  that  he  was  to  be  King  of 
Poland,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  King  of  Saxony ;  and  that  he 
had  given  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand  to  understand  that  he  would 
not  depart  from  his  plan  on  either  of  those  countries. 

Monsieur  de  Blacas  said  that  the  result  would  be,  that  the 
King,  and  most  probably  the  Prince  Regent,  would  withdraw 
their  ministers  from  the  Congress,  declaring  they  would  not 
acknowledge  these  arrangements ;  and  that  Europe  would  re- 
main in  a  feverish  state,  which  sooner  or  later  must  end  in 
war. 

I  again  urged  him  in  the  strongest  manner  to  have  instruc- 
tions sent  to  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand  to  lay  aside  all  considera- 
tions upon  small  points,  and  to  unite  cordially  with  you  in  a 
great  effort  to  produce  the  union  of  all  the  Powers  in  Europe 
against  the  projected  aggrandizement  of  Russia. 

Monsieur  de  Blacas  then  stated  that  he  considered  that  there 
were  three  great  objects  for  arrangement,  Poland,  Naples,  and 
Saxony,  upon  which  the  King  felt  an  equal  interest ;  and  that 
he  did  not  think  your  Lordship  was  inclined  to  act  so  directly 
to  effect  the  views  which  the  governments  of  both  countries 
professed  to  have  as  he  had  expected,  and  that  he  wished  that 

VOL.  IX.  ^  ^ 
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you  should  receive  further  instructions  on  the  subject  from  home. 
I  told  him  that  he  was  quite  mistaken ;  that  I  had  not  the 
papers  to  show  him,  but  could  assure  him  that  language  could 
not  be  stronger  than  that  which  you  had  used  both  verbally  and 
in  writing  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  dissuade  him  from  his 
Polish  scheme,  which  was  the  foundation  of  all  the  mischief; 
and  that  you  were  directing  all  your  efforts  to  connect  the 
ministers  of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  in  the  same  views  and 
measures  with  you  on  this  point;  that  you  considered  other 
points  as  comparatively  unimportant,  and  that,  moreover,  the 
ultimate  decision  of  them  depended  more  or  less  on  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Polish  question,  which  went  to  whether  there  should 
or  not  be  in  Europe  any  system  whatever  of  equilibrium.  I 
reminded  him  that  I  had  already  apprised  him  that  Monsieur 
de  Talleyrand  was  running  after  these  small  objects,  instead  of 
looking  to  that  principal  one  ;  and  he  admitted  that  he  was  not 
himself  satisfied  with  his  conduct. 

He  then  proposed  that  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland  should  agree  by  treaty  not  to  recognize  the  Polish 
arrangement,  and  he  pressed  this  point  strongly  and  repeatedly 
as  being  the  best  mode  of  drawing  with  us  Austria  and  Prussia. 
I  told  him  that  all  combinations  of  this  description  created 
jealousy,  and  that  the  first  and  immediate  effect  of  such  an 
arrangement  would  be  to  separate  us  from  our  old  Allies. 

He  gave  up  this  idea ;  and  he  went  away  at  last,  as  he  said, 
convinced  that  the  best  method  to  be  adopted  was  for  all  to  unite 
for  the  object  of  opposing  the  Emperor's  views  in  Poland ;  laying 
all  minor  points  aside,  and  promising  to  endeavour  to  remove  from 
the  King's  mind  the  impression  that  you  were  not  decided  in 
your  measures  on  this  point. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  he  again  adverted  to  the 
notion  of  increasing  their  army ;  but  it  is  quite  obvious  that  this 
measure  is  not  determined  upon,  and  that  I  before  did  not 
understand  him  as  he  intended  I  should:  or,  it  is  possible 
that  he  intended  to  augment  the  army  if  I  had  encouraged  the 
notion. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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MEMORANDUM   FOR   HIS   EXCELLENCY   THE   MINISTER  [809.X 

OF  MARINE. 

6th  Nov.,  1814. 

His  Majesty  having  determined,  by  his  orders  issued  to  the 
department  of  the  Marine,  that  the  slave  trade  shall  not  be 
carried  on  on  that  portion  of  the  coast  of  Africa  which  lies  to 
the  northward  of  Cape  Formoso,  it  becomes  necessary  to  take 
measures  for  insuring  the  execution  of  his  benevolent  views. 
The  following  measures  are  submitted  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine: 

1st.  To  inform  the  Governors  of  the  French  settlements  on 
the  above-mentioned  coast  of  Africa  respecting  the  intentions 
of  His  Majesty,  and  to  order  them  to  watch  over  their  exe- 
cution. 

2nd.  To  despatch  one  or  more  men-of-war  to  that  coast, 
with  a  view  of  guarding  by  sea  against  any  infringement  of  the 
same. 

3rd.  To  order  that  any  vessel,  &a,  detected  in  carrying 
on  the  slave  trade  in  the  prohibited  latitudes,  and  captured  in 
the  same,  shall,  together  with  her  cargo,  be  condemned  as  a 
good  prize  to  any  of  His  Majesty's  ships,  to  the  troops,  or  to 
any  authority  that  may  have  taken  her. 

4th.  To  order  that  any  vessels  taken  in  those  latitudes  where 
the  trade  shall  be  prohibited,  and  having  slaves  on  board,  shall 
be  considered  as  having  carried  on  the  slave  trade  in  those 
latitudes,  and  shall  be  considered,  with  her  cargo,  as  a  good 
prize. 

5th.  To  establish  in  the  colony  of  Senegal,  or  at  Goree,  a 
prize  court,  for  taking  cognizance  of  any  infraction  of  His 
Majesty's  orders  on  this  subject 

6th.  To  determine  on  the  means  of  establishing  and  sub- 
sisting such  negroes  as  may  be  taken  on  board  ships  in  the 
latitudes  where  the  slave  trade  is  prohibited,  after  the  manner 
practised  in  the  English  settlement  at  Sierra  Leone. 

Wellington. 


^^.^ 
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[  810.  ]  To  Cohfiel  Colin  Campbell. 

MEMORANDUM. 

6th  Not..  1814. 

1.  By  my  power  of  attorney  of  the 

I  appointed  Colonel  Colin  Campbell  and  Archibald  Campbell 
to  be  prize  agents  of  the  army  for  the  captures,  &c.,  made  at 
Oporto ;  which  powers  I  propose  should  be  in  force. 

2.  By  my  power  of  attorney  of  the 

I  appointed  Colonel  Robe  to  be  the  agent  for  the  army  for  the 
recovery  of  the  value  of  the  ordnance  and  stores  captured  by  the 
army  between  the  service  at  Oporto  and  the  entry  into  France 
in  the  month  of  October,  1813;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Ist  of 
June,  1809,  to  the  1st  of  October,  1813. 

3.  I  am  desirous  of  extending  the  powers  of  Colonel  Robe  to 
all  stores  and  prize  whatever  to  which  the  army  can  lay  claim 
captured  in  the  same  period,  and  to  include  the  name  of 
Mr.  William  Campbell  in  the  same  powers. 

4.  This  last  arrangement  is  proposed,  however,  only  as  one 
for  Colonel  Robe's  convenience ;  and  if  Mr.  Campbell  is  ap- 
pointed, Colonel  Robe  is  to  fix  what  portion  of  the  profits  of  the 
agency  he  shall  have. 

5.  I  am  desirous  of  appointing  Colonel  Campbell  to  be  the 
Prize  Agent  for  the  army  for  all  captures  of  ordnance,  as  well 
as  other  articles,  from  October,  1813,  to  the  dose  of  the  war. 

6.  If  Colonel  Campbell  wishes  it,  Mr.  Campbell's  name  shall 
be  included  in  the  same  powers  ;  he  (Colonel  Campbell)  settling 
the  portion  of  the  remuneration  which  Mr.  Campbell  shall  have. 

7.  It  must  be  observed  that  I  had  originally  intended  that 
Mr.  Ogilvie  and  Colonel  Campbell  should  have  this  agency ; 
and  I  appointed  Mr.  Ogilvie  and  Captain  Eckersley,  the  latter 
at  the  desire  of  Colonel  Campbell,  to  be  Commissioners  for  the 
prize  captured  at  Bordeaux ;  intending  to  reward  Mr.  Ogilvie 
by  appointing  him  to  the  agency,  and  to  leave  Captain  Eckersley 
to  be  rewarded  by  Colonel  Campbell. 

8.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Ogilvie  having  unfortunately  been  a 
bankrupt,  he  cannot  with  propriety  be  appointed  an  agent ;  and 
I  can't  consent  that  such  a  deduction  from  the  prize  of  the 
army  as  2  per  cent  for  commission  should  be  taJ^en,  besides 
5  per  cent,  for  agency. 

9.  I  therefore  make  the  arrangement  specified  in  the  5th, 
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6th,  7th,  and  8th  paragraphs  of  this  memorandum,  on  the  con- 
dition that  of  the  agency  of  5  per  cent.,  2  per  cent,  shall  be 
allotted  to  Colonel  Campbell,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  and  Captain  Eckersley, 
to  remunerate  the  two  latter  for  the  trouble  they  had  as  com- 
missioners ;  and  the  remaining  3  per  cent  to  Colonel  Campbell, 
with  such  proportion  as  he  may  think  proper  to  remunerate  the 
trouble  of  Mr.  Campbell. 

Wellington. 


To  Lord  Viscount  CastUre<igh.  [  811.  J 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  7th  Nov.,  1814. 

Fagel  had  no  courier  to  send  on  Saturday,  and  therefore  you 
will  get  my  letter  of  the  5th  only  by  that  which  will  pass  from 
London  this  evening. 

I  saw  Monsieur  de  Blacas  again  last  night :  he  told  me  that 
he  had  repeated  to  the  King  what  I  had  mentioned  to  him  on 
Saturday,  and  that  His  Majesty  had  received  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction,  and  gave  entire  credit  to  the  assurances  which  I 
had  given  him  of  your  determination  to  give  every  opposition 
in  your  power  to  the  views  of  Russia,  and  to  endeavour  to  unite 
all  the  Great  Powers  in  Europe  against  those  views. 

He  told  me  that  orders  were  to  go  this  day  to  Monsieur  de 
Talleyrand  to  direct  him  to  co-operate  with  you  in  every  way  to 
produce  an  effectual  opposition  to  the  Emperor's  Polish  schemes, 
which  the  King  concurred  with  us  in  thinking  the  foundation 
of  all  the  evil  which  was  likely  to  result  from  the  Congress  at 
Vienna. 

Monsieur  de  Blacas  desired  me  to  assure  you  that  you  might 
depend  upon  the  King's  concurrence  in  your  views,  and  upon 
his  support,  and  said  that  if  I  was  not  satisfied  with  what  he 
had  said  to  me,  I  might  see  the  King,  who  would  give  me  the 
same  assurances  himself. 

Both  the  Palace  and  I  are  so  much  observed,  that  I  thought 
it  better  to  decline  this  offer,  with  which  Blacas  appeared 
pleased ;  but  he  told  me  that  he  could  let  me  see  the  King 
whenever  I  wished  it,  without  its  being  known. 

There  is  a  report  in  circulation  here  of  Murat's  movements 
in  Italy,  which  are  the  objects  of  the  speculations  of  the  curious 
and  ill-intentioned  with  which  this  town  abounds.     I  take  the. 
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truth  to  be,  that  Murat  has  made  no  movement,  but  that  he 
has  written  a  kind  of  threatening  letter  to  an  agent  he  has 
here,  which  has  been  circulated  among  the  disaffected  ;  and  the 
intended  movement  has,  with  usual  exaggeration,  been  announced 
as  one  that  has  actually  taken  place. 

You  may  depend  upon  it,  however,  that  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  Emperor  to  watch  very  closely  the  conduct  of  Murat, 
and  to  take  great  care  of  the  tranquillity  of  Italy. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  812.  ]  To  the  Earl  </  Liverpool. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Paris,  7th  Not.,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  4th,  and  you  will  have 
seen  by  that  which  I  wrote  Lord  Bathurst  on  the  same  day  that 
I  feel  no  disinclination  to  undertake  the  American  concern ; 
but  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  think  that,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, you  cannot  at  this  moment  allow  me  to  quit  Europe. 
You  might  do  so  possibly  in  March  next,  but  now  it  appears 
impossible. 

You  already  know  my  opinion  of  the  danger  at  Paris.  There 
are  so  many  discontented  people,  and  there  is  so  little  to  prevent 
mischief,  that  the  event  may  occur  on  any  night ;  and  if  it 
should  occur,  I  don't  think  I  should  be  allowed  to  depart  I 
have  heard  so  frequently,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it. 

But  1  confess  I  don't  like  to  depart  from  Paris,  and  I  wish 
the  government  would  leave  the  time  and  the  mode  at  my  own 
discretion.  To  go  to  Vienna  is  a  bad  pretence ;  there  is  no 
good  reason  for  going ;  and  it  would  be  better  to  be  called  to 
England  for  a  few  days  to  attend  the  court  martial,  and  after- 
wards to  be  detained.  It  must  likewise  be  observed  that  to 
go  at  all  at  the  present  moment  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  King's 
friends,  to  allow  him  and  ourselves  to  suffer  a  defeat,  and  we 
must  not  do  that.  I  would  likewise  observe  that  I  flatter  my- 
self I  am  daily  becoming  of  more  use  to  Lord  Castlereagh 
here,  and  am  acquiring  more  real  influence  over  the  govern- 
ment, and  it  would  not  answer  all  at  once  to  deprive  him  of  this 
advantage.  All  these  considerations  induced  me  to  defer  per- 
forming a  promise  which  I  made  to  Lord  Harrowby  to  write  to 
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you  and  Lord  Castlereagh  upon  this  subject;  and  I  confess 
that  although  I  entertain  a  strong  opinion  that  I  must  not  be 
lost,  government  ought  to  take  care  that  in  withdrawing  me  they 
do  not  afford  ground  for  suspicion  that  they  do  so  because  they 
apprehend  the  consequences  of  leaving  me ;  they  must  not  with- 
draw me  in  a  hurry,  and  must  not  sacrifice  the  advantages 
which  they  would  derive  in  leaving  me  here  a  little  longer. 

I  send  Lord  Castlereagh  a  copy  of  this  letter  with  those  you 
have  written  him. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 

I   shall  expect  to  hear  from   you  by  the   return   of  the 
messenger. 


To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  [  818.  ] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Paris.  7th  Not..  1814. 

I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  which  I  have  written  to  Lord 

Castlereagh.     I  think  we  now  stand  here  upon  a  better  footing 

in  respect  to  influence  than  we  have  since  the  signature  of  the 

Treaty  of  Peace. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Welluigton. 


To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh.  [  814.  ] 

My  Lord,  Paris,  7th  Not.,  1814. 

In  consequence  of  the  debates  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on 
the  Emigrants'  Estate  Bill,  and  in  both  Houses  on  the  Civil 
List  Bill,  and  his  usual  attendance  upon  the  King,  I  was  not 
able  to  see  Monsieur  de  Blacas  so  as  to  speak  to  him  till  Satur- 
day ;  when  I  was  quite  convinced  irom  what  passed  that  there 
was  no  intention  of  augmenting  the  army  immediately,  and  that 
his  former  conversation  on  this  subject,  reported  in  my  despatch 
of  the  25th  October,  was  intended  solely  to  discover  what  I 
thought  on  this  measure,  even  if  it  can  be  supposed  that  it  had 
ever  been  seriously  in  contemplation  at  all.  I  certainly  thought 
otherwise  when  I  wrote  the  despatch  of  the  25th  October  ;  but 
so  much  time  has  elapsed  since,  and  nothing  has  been  done, 
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and  from  what  passed  in  the  recent  conversations  with  Monsieur 
de  Blacas,  I  am  now  convinced  that  no  such  intention  is  enter- 
tained. 

I  have,  &&, 

Wellington. 


[  815.]  To  Lord  ViscoufU  Castlercagh, 

My  Lord,  Paris.  7th  Nov..  1814. 

1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  Monsieur  Ferrand,  relative  to  the  cession 
of  the  French  colony  of  Guiana  by  Portugal,  adverted  to  in 
my  despatch  of  the  5th  instant.  No.  62.* 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  816.  ]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  Oth  Nov.,  1814. 

The  messenger  for  England  was  despatched  so  immediately 
after  I  received  your  letter  of  the  4th,  that  I  had  not  time  to 
write  to  you  upon  many  of  the  points  which  occurred  to  me 
upon  it. 

My  safety  here  depends  upon  the  King's ;  and  although  I 
hear  every  day  of  the  discontents  and  of  their  probable  result, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  from  a  communication  I  have  had 
with  the  Due  d'Orleans,  that  Blacas  is  inclined  to  give  more 
credit  to  both  than  he  has  ever  acknowledged  to  me,  and  that  I 
don't  see  what  means  the  King  has  of  resisting  the  brisk  attack 
of  a  few  hundred  oflBcers  determined  to  risk  everything,  I  can 
scarcely  bring  my  mmd  to  give  credit  to  so  infamous  a  design. 
It  is  impossible,  however,  to  conceive  the  distress  in  which  indi- 
viduals of  all  descriptions  are.  The  only  remedy  is  the  revival 
of  Buonaparte's  system  of  war  and  plunder ;  and  it  is  evident 
that  that  remedy  cannot  be  adopted  during  the  reign  of  the 
Bourbons.  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  population  of  the  country, 
and  even  of  Paris,  is  favourable  to  the  Bourbons. 

The  discontented  and  dangerous  class  are  the  reduced  officers 
and  employes  civiles,  particularly  those  returned  from  being 

*  See  WeliingUm  Despatches,  Ist  editioD,  voL  xii.,  p.  174. 
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prisoners  of  war ;  and  of  those  the  worst,  especially  in  hatred 
to  the  English,  are  those  who  have  been  prisoners  in  England. 

I  am  quite  clear,  however,  that  if  you  remove  me  from  hence, 
it  must  be  to  employ  me  elsewhere.  You  cajmet^mray  opinion, 
at  this  moment  decide  upon  sending  me  to  America.  In  case  of 
the  occurrence  of  anything  in  Europe,  there  is  nobody  but  my- 
self in  whom  either  yourselves  or  the  country,  or  your  Allies, 
would  feel  any  confidence  ;  and  yet,  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
whoever  you  employ  would  have  to  operate  upon  a  system  which 
would  be  approved  only  because  he  who  should  carry  it  on 
would  possess  the  public  confidence. 

If,  therefore,  you  persist  in  thinking  you  ought  to  remove  me 
from  hence,  you  had  better  avail  yourself  of  the  pretence  of  the 
court  martial,  leaving  all  my  establishments,  &c.,  here ;  and 
the  duration  of  my  ^absence  might  easily  be  drawn  on  till  the 
period  at  which  you  might  see  whether  you  could  or  not  send 
me  to  America. 

I  have  already  told  you  and  Lord  Bathurst  that  I  feel  no 
objection  to  going  to  America,  though  I  don't  promise  to  myself 
much  success  there.  I  believe  there  are  troops  enough  Uiere 
for  tbe^  defence  ^f  Canada  for  ever,  and  even  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  any  reasonable  ofiensive  plan  that  could  be  formed 
from  the  Canadian  frontier.  I  am  quite  sure  that  all  the 
American  armies  of  which  I  have  ever  read  would  not  beat  out 
of  a  field  of  battle  the  troops  that  went  from  Bordeaux  last 
summer,  if  common  precautions  and  care  were  taken  of  them. 

That  which  appears  to  me  to  be  wanting  in  America  is  not 
a  General,  or  General  officers  and  troops,  but  a  naval  superiority 
on  the  Lakes.  Till  that  superiority  is  acquired,  it  is  impossible, 
according  to  my  notion,  to  maintain  an  army  in  such  a  situation 
as  to  keep  the  enemy  out  of  the  whole  frontier,  much  less  to 
make  any  conquest  from  the  enemy,  which,  with  those  superior 
means,  might,  with  reasonable  hopes  of  success,  be  undertaken. 
I  may  be  wrong  in  this  opinion,  but  I  think  the  whole  history 
of  the  war  proves  its  truth ;  and  I  suspect  that  you  will  find  that 
Prevost  will  justify  his  misfortunes,  which,  by  the  bye,  I  am 
quite  certain  are  not  what  the  Americans  have  represented  them 
to  be,  by  stating  that  the  navy  were  defeated,  and  even  if  he 
had  taken  Fort  Moreau  he  must  have  retired.  The  question 
is,  whether  we  can  acquire  this  naval  superiority  on  the  Lakes. 
If  we  can't,  I  shall  do  you  but  little  good  in  America ;  and  I 
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shall  go  there  only  to  prove  the  truth  of  Prevost's  defence,  and 
to  sign  &  peace  which  might  aft  well  be  signed  now.  There 
will  flJways,  however,  remain  this  advantage,  that  the  confidence 
which  I  have  acquired  will  reconcile  both  the  army  and  people 
in  England  to  terras  of  which  they  would  not  now  approve. 

In  regard  to  your  present  negotiations,  I  confess  that  I  think 
you  have  no  right  from  the  state  of  the  war  to  demand  any 
concession  of  territory  from  America.  Considering  every  thing, 
it  is  my  opinion  that  the  war  has  been  a  most  successful  one, 
and  highly  honourable  to  the  British  arms ;  but  from  particular 
circumstances,  such  as  the  want  of  the  naval  superiority  on  the 
Lakes,  you  have  not  been  able  to  carry  it  into  the  enemy's  terri- 
tory, notwithstanding  your  military  success,  and  now  undoubted 
military  superiority,  and  have  not  even  cleared  your  own 
territory  of  the  enemy  on  the  point  of  attack.  You  cannot 
then,  on  any  principle  of  equality  in  negotiation,  claim  a  cession 
of  territory  excepting  in  exchange  for  other  advantages  which 
you  have  in  your  power. 

I  put  out  of  the  question  the  possession  taken  by  Sir  John 
Sherbrooke  between  the  Penobscot  and  Passamaquoddy  Bay.  It 
is  evidently  only  temporary,  and  till  a  larger  force  will  drive 
away  the  few  companies  he  has  left  there ;  and  an  officer  might 
as  well  claim  the  sovereignty  of  the  ground  on  which  his  piquets 
stand,  or  over  which  his  patrols  pass. 

Then  if  this  reasoning  be  true,  why  stipulate  for  the  uti 
possidetis  ?  You  can  get  no  territory ;  indeed  the  state  of  your 
military  operations,  however  creditable,  does  not  entitle  you  to 
demand  any ;  and  you  only  afford  the  Americans  a  popular  and 
creditable  ground  which,  I  believe,  their  government  are  looking 
for,  not  to  break  off  the  negotiations,  but  to  avoid  to  make 
peace.  If  you  had  territory,  as  I  hope  you  soon  will  have  New 
Orleans,  I  should  prefer  to  insist  upon  the  cession  of  that  pro- 
vince as  a  separate  article  than  upon  the  uti  possidetis  as  a 
principle  of  negotiation. 

I  am  sure  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  giving  you 
my  opinion  on  this  subject,  on  which  government  intend  to  em- 
ploy me  ;  but  I  do  so  only  that  we  may  thoroughly  understand 
each  other  before  I  undertake  the  concern. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

WeLLIx\GTON. 
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JJ.  Ooulburrif  Esq.,  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Ghent,  10th  Nov.,  1814.    ' 

After  ten  days'  consideration  the  Americans  hare  sent  us  the  projet  of  a 
treaty,  accompanied  by  an  explanatory  note.  We  send  it  home  by  the 
present  opportunity,  with  a  request  for  instructions  as  to  certain  parts  of 
it.  The  part  to  which  we  more  particularly  allude  is  that  which  relates  to 
the  boundary  of  Louisiana.  To  accede  to  the  proposition  which  the 
Americans  have  made  of  discussing  the  boundary  of  Louisiana  might  be 
considered  as  a  recognition  by  us  of  their  right  to  occupy  the  country ;  and 
to  accede  to  it  with  the  reservation  proposed  as  to  the  country  beyond  the 
Stony  Mountains  would  be  to  abandon  to  their  encroachment  the  north- 
western coast  of  America,  on  which  they  have  already  made  some  settle-^ 
ments.  The  greater  part  of  their  projet  is  by  far  too  extravagant  to  leave 
any  doubt  upon  our  minds  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  could  be  combated ; 
but  there  is  some  doubt  whether  it  would  be  useful  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  American  Commissioners,  and  state  specifically  the  reasons 
which  induce  us  to  object  more  or  less  to  all  the  articles  proposed  by  them. 
Such  a  statement,  though  not  difiBcult,  would  be  voluminous.  We  are 
prepared,  however,  to  do  so  immediately  on  receiving  your  instruction 
with  respect  to  Louisiana.  In  case  you  should  consider  it  advisable  for  ua 
to  give  in  our  specific  projet  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  American 
plenipotentiaries,  we  send  for  your  considerati(Hi  a  rough  draft  of  what  we 
consider  as  the  substance  of  our  projet.  The  boundary  is  not  specified,  but 
we  will  arrange  it  in  strict  compliance  with  our  last  instruction,  or  with 
any  other  which  you  may  consider  it  advisable  to  give  us.  The  want  of 
time  alone  prevented  our  completing  the  boundary  article  to-day.  The 
American  note  did  not  reach  us  till  ten  o'clock  last  night ;  and  besides  the 
copies  which  we  send  you,  we  have  been  obliged  to  send  copies  also  to-day 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  which  has  given  us  some  occupation.  By  some  mistake 
the  bag  intended  for  Lord  Castlereagh  was  sent  to  us,  and  ours,  it  ajipears, 
is  gone  to  Vienna :  we  therefore  thought  it  right  to  send  off  a  messenger 
immediately  in  hopes  of  catching  our  bag  at  Paris,  and  forwarding  Lord 
Castlereagh's. 

Tou  will  observe  that  we  have  drawn  our  projet  without  any  reference 
to  the  maritime  questions  and  those  connected  with  them.  We  have 
thought  that  it  would  be  more  advisable  in  the  present  state  of  Europe  not 
to  agitate  them.  We  have  therefore  not  inserted  articles  in  our  projet 
asserting  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  on  these  subjects,  although  the  tenor 
of  our  instructions  (by  which  we  are  directed  to  state  that  if  the  question 
is  to  be  mentioned,  it  must  be  decided  entirely  in  favour  of  Great  Britain) 
might  appear  to  require  them,  provided  we  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  American  plenipotentiaries  to  specify  all  our  demands.  Had  I  time, 
I  could  trouble  you  with  many  remarks,  but  I  believe  they  are  unne* 
cessary. 

Yours  ever  most  truly, 

Hknrt  Goulbubn. 
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Sir  B.  H.  Kennedy  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingUm. 

Mt  Lobd  Dukb,  No.  47,  Welbeck  Stmt,  12th  Nor.,  1814. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  London  I  delivered  the  letter  at  Fife  House  which 
your  Grace  had  heen  so  good  as  to  give  me  for  Lord  Liverpool,  and  1  was 
honoured  with  an  audience  hy  his  Lordship  on  the  suhject  of  it  about  three 
weeks  ago. 

I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  relate  to  your  Grace  the  conveisation  that  passed 
at  that  interview. 

His  Lordship  observed  to  me  that  there  was  every  disposition  on  bis 
part  to  comply  with  your  Grace's  recommendation  in  my  favour,  bat  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  me  to  receive  a  reward  after  the 
examination  of  all  my  Peninsula  accounts  than  at  the  present  moment, 
and  that  he  would  quote  one  of  the  most  honourable  men  ever  known,  the 
late  Sir  Brook  Watson,  who  would  accept  no  reward  nor  enter  Parliament 
until  his  accounts  had  been  examined  and  passed. 

I  begged  in  reply  to  assure  his  Lordship  that  he  would  find  upon  in- 
quiry that  Sir  Brook  Watson's  accpunts  for  the  cam^jaigns  in  Flanders  are 
not  all  passed  at  this  day ;  that  he  was  made  a  baronet  before  bis 
accounts  for  the  expenditure  in  those  countries  had  been  even  given  in  for 
examination ;  and  that  as  he  had  accepted  the  office  of  Commissary- 
General  in  England  upon  his  return  from  the  Continent,  I  presumed  that 
he  could  not  at  the  same  time  have  held  a  seat  in  Parliament ;  that  Sir 
Brook  Watson's  services  abroad  amoimted  to  two  years  and  a  half  on  the 
Continent,  and  about  ten  months  in  America. 

In  rc8i)ect  to  myself,  his  Lordship  would  find  that  all  my  accounts  for 
the  late  service  in  France  and  the  Peninsula,  and  for  every  other  service 
that  I  have  been  employed  upon,  have  not  only  been  made  up,  but  have 
been  examined  by  the  Audit  Office,  and  that  I  have  not  one  outstanding 
account  at  present,  lliat  I  have  therefore  done  everything  that  depended 
upon  me  to  do,  and  I  trusted  his  Lordship  would  take  those  facts  into 
consideration,  and  allow  me  to  hope  that  my  reward  would  not  be  deferred 
until  the  passing  of  all  the  Peninsula  accounts ;  a  task  which  does  not  rest 
with  me  to  perform,  I  added  that,  being  under  orders  to  return  to  Por- 
tugal at  the  end  of  this  month  to  assist  the  Auditor-General  in  his  duties, 
it  would  be  gratifying  to  me  to  carry  with  me  some  mark  of  approbation 
from  the  Prince  Regent  for  my  services  under  your  Grace's  command,  and 
painful  to  me  to  go  back  without  it,  after  a  knowledge  of  the  honours  and 
favours  which  have  been  conferred  upon  the  military  and  civil  officers  who 
had  served  in  the  Peninsula  imder  your  Grace's  command. 

His  Lordship  replied  that  at  all  events  I  could  hardly  expect  that  the 
Prince  Regent  would  make  me  a  baronet  singly ;  that  there  were  other 
persons  under  consideration  for  that  advancement  also ;  but  a  further  dis* 
cussion  should  take  place  upon  the  return  to  London  of  the  Treasury 
Secretary,  Mr.  Harrison. 

I  then  begged  to  leave  with  his  Lordship  a  written  memorandum  to  the 
following  effect,  and  having  read  it,  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  express 
hmself  very  favourably  towards  me  : — 

"That  I  had  served  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  as  a  commissariat 
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officer ;  on  five  distinct  services  as  head  of  the  department.    That  I  had 
served  in  the  Peninsula  in  every  year  of  the  late  war  in  that  country. 

"  That  all  the  money  I  have  saved  in  the  commissariat  up  to  the  present 
time  does  not  amount  to  three  thousand  pounds.  That  by  way  6f  example 
to  my  department,  and  to  show  that  I  would  take  no  advantage  whatever 
from  my  situation  in  money  concerns,  I  remitted  my  money  to  England 
invariably  at  par,  and  by  bills  upon  the  IVeasury ;  and  which  may  be  at 
any  time  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  Treasury  books. 

^*  That  by  that  mode  of  remitting  my  money  I  gave  up  to  the  public 
while  I  was  in  the  Peninsula  full  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  by  the 
exchange." 

Having  ascertained  that  Mr.  Harrison  could  not,  from  illness,  be  removed 
from  the  coast  for  some  weeks,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Arbuthnot  a  few  days 
ago,  on  his  return  to  London,  and  I  requested  he  would  do  me  the  favour 
to  say  whether  the  Treasury  had  any  objection  to  my  being  rewarded  for 
my  services.  He  said,  *'No,**  and  that  on  the  following  day  he  would  see 
Lord  Liverpool  and  remind  him  of  his  promise ;  and  that  I  might  state  to 
your  Grace  that  a  baronetage  would  be  granted  to  me. 

I  must  not  omit,  however,  to  mention  that  in  a  conversation  which  I 
had  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  told  me  that  he  had  been 
dissatisfied  with  me  for  not  paying  off  all  the  commissariat  bills  at  Lisbon, 
which  had  been  so  frequently  made  the  subject  of  complaint  to  the  Treasury 
by  the  bill  holders ;  and  also  for  not  having  sent  home  to  the  Commissary- 
in-Chief  all  the  information  that  the  Treasury  had  been  desirous  of  receiving 
from  me. 

I  begged  to  assure  Mr.  Yansittart  that  had  the  bills  been  discharged  as 
required  by  the  bill  holders,  your  Grace's  operations  in  the  field  could  not 
have  been  carried  on ;  that  the  commissariat  would  have  been  without  money, 
without  cattle,  without  transport  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  1813 ; 
and  the  exchange  in  all  probability  at  86d.  instead  of  72d.  per  milree. 

That  I  was  not  aware  of  having  omitted  to  forward  to  the  Commissary- 
in-Chief  any  information  that  I  had  been  directed  to  transmit,  or  that  I 
conceived  could  be  important  to  the  Treasury  to  be  in  possession  of ;  and 
that  as  my  only  object  was  to  merit  the  good  opinion  of  your  Grace  and 
the  government,  it  could  hardly  be  supposed  that  I  would  intentionally 
have  neglected  any  part  of  my  duty  towards  the  government. 

Mr.  Yansittart  appeared  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  explanations  which 
I  gave  him. 

I  have  now  to  apologise  for  having  troubled  your  Grace  with  this  long 
letter ;  but  being  full  of  gratitude  to  your  Grace  for  your  kindness  to  me 
upon  all  occasions,  and  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  in  the  execution 
of  my  public  duties  in  the  Peninsula,  I  feel  most  anxious  to  prove  to  your 
Grace  that  I  have  never  been  unmindful  of  those  obligations,  and  that  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  my 
conduct. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord  Duke, 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

R.  H.  Kennedy. 


430    PROJECT  OF  REMOVAL  OF  THE  D.  OF  W.  FROM  PARIS. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  PMd  Marthai  the  Duke  of  WeUingtcn. 

Mt  DSAB  Duke,  Fife  House,  13tb  Nor.,  1814. 

I  received  at  the  same  time  your  two  letters  of  the  7th  and  9th  instant^* 
and  have  communicated  them  to  the  Cabinet. 

We  are  all  as  anxious  as  ever  for  your  leaving  Paris  without  delay, 
though  we  have  not  thought  it  right  to  give  you  an  (^Scial  cider  for  this 
purpose. 

We  are  not  insensible  to  some  advantages  which  might  arise  from  your 
remaining  there  at  present,  but  we  cannot  allow  ourselves  on  public 
grounds  to  place  them  even  for  a  moment  in  comparison  with  the  dangers 
to  which  you  are  exposed,  if  the  information  we  have  now  received  from  so 
many  quarters  can  be  credited. 

With  respect  to  the  groimd  for  your  removal,  the  Court  Martial  on  Sir 
John  Murray  would  not,  in  our  judgment,  answer  the  object,  as  it  caimot 
be  instituted  till  the  arrival  of  the  o£5cers  who  have  been  sent  for  from 
Spain,  and  they  cannot  be  expected  for  five  or  six  weeks. 

The  conmiand  in  America  would  give  general  satisfaction  here,  and 
would  appear  at  Paris  sufficiently  to  account  for  your  not  returning.  It 
would  not  be  necessary  that  you  should  leave  this  country  for  America 
immediately.  Tour  departure  might  be  deferred  partly  on  account  of  the 
season  and  partly  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  negotiation.  If  the  nego- 
tiation should  end  satisfactorily,  the  command  will  of  course  cease ;  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  should  terminate  unfavourably,  your  sailing  might  still 
be  delayed  till  the  months  of  February  or  March ;  and  if  the  course  of 
events  diould  render  your  continuance  in  Europe  at  that  time  necessary,  we 
should  have  sufficient  groimd  for  making  some  new  arrangement  as  to  the 
command  in  America. 

Your  appointment  therefore  to  the  command  in  America  does  not  render 
your  going  there  by  any  means  necessary,  if  it  should  hereafter  be  judged 
inexpedient ;  but  it  is  the  best  ground  for  getting  you  from  Paris  at  this 
moment,  and  it  may  have  an  advantageous  efifect  upon  the  negotiations  at 
Ghent. 

With  respect  to  those  negotiations,  we  are  waiting  anxiously  for  the 
American  profet.  We  consider  the  question  as  quite  open  to  us ;  and 
without  entering  into  particulars  now,  I  believe  I  can  assure  you  that  we 
shall  be  disposed  to  meet  your  views  upon  the  points  on  which  the  nego« 
tiation  appears  to  turn  at  present. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  Lakes  in  North  America,  we  are  fully  aware  of 
the  importance  of  establishing  a  naval  superiority  upon  them.  Every 
effort  is  making  for  that  purpose,  but  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  decided 
opinion  as  to  the  result,  as  it  must  depend  upon  the  exertions  which  the 
enemy  are  capable  of  making,  especially  in  building  and  equipping ;  and  it 
must  always  be  recollected  that  they  are  close  to  their  resources,  and  we 
are  at  an  immense  distance  from  ours.  If  I  were  to  give  an  individual 
opinion  on  this  subject^  I  should  say  that  there  were  some  of  the  Lakes  on 
which  I  think  we  ought  to  be  able  to  acquire  and  maintain  a  decided 
superiority,  and  that  there  were  others  on  which  we  could  not  expect  to 

*  See  pp.  422,  424. 
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maintain  that  superiority  permanently,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  acquire 
it.  For  example,  I  should  say  that  Lake  Ghamplain  was  so  conveniently 
situated  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  with  the  populous  province  of 
Vermont  on  one  side  and  that  of  New  York  on  the  other,  that  the 
Americans  ought  to  have  the  means,  even  with  ordinary  exertions,  of 
increasing  their  force  more  rapidly  than  we  could  increase  ours,  considering 
the  scanty  resources  of  Canada,  and  the  distance  of  Canada  from  Great 
Britain.  On  the  other  haAd,  they  have  not  the  same  advantages  with 
respect  to  Lake  Ontario,  and  it  is  understood  that  we  can  build  larger  ships 
at  Kingston  than  they  can  build  at  Sackett*s  Harbour.  If  therefore  our 
superiority  were  once  decidedly  established  on  this  lake,  I  think  we  ought 
to  be  able  to  maintain  it.  You  may  depend,  however,  upon  every  exertion 
being  made  in  this  branch  of  the  service  which  is  practicable,  and  no  means 
would  be  withheld  which  you  might  think  it  important  to  propose  for  this 
purpose. 

If  after  having  considered,  however,  all  that  I  have  said  about  the  com- 
mand in  America,  you  are  still  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  the  best  ground  on 
which  you  can  rest  your  departure  from  Paris,  and  any  other  reason  should 
appear  to  you  to  have  fewer  inconveniences  attending  it,  we  have  no 
objection  to  your  availing  yourself  of  that  reason,  whatever  it  may  be.  We 
only  beg  that  you  would  let  us  know  what  it  is,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
ready,  immediately  on  your  arrival,  to  assign  it  as  the  cause  of  your  return 
to  England. 

I  cannot,  however,  avoid  again  repeating  that  whatever  may  be  the 
ground  which  it  may  be  proper  to  assign  for  your  quitting  Paris,  we  shall 
not  feel  easy  till  we  hear  of  your  having  landed  at  Dover,  or,  at  all  events, 
of  your  being  out  of  the  French  territory  ;  and  in  leaving  the  precise  time 
and  mode  of  departure  to  your  discretion,  we  most  earnestly  entreat  you  to 
return  to  England  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  necessity  and  nature  of  any  communication  to  the  French  govern- 
ment, previous  to  your  departure,  must  be  left  entirely  to  your  own  discre- 
tion ;  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  your  intention  of  leaving  Paris  should  be 
as  little  known  there  as  possible  before  it  is  actually  carried  into  execution. 

Believe  me,  &c.  &c., 

LlYSBPOOL. 


Earl  Bathurst  io  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wdlingion. 

Mt  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  13th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Grace  the  accompanying  copy  of 
a  despatch  to  Lord  Strangford,  written  in  conformity  to  the  request  of  the 
French  government^  contained  in  your  Grace's,  No.  64,  of  the  7th  instant, 
on  the  subject  of  the  surrender  of  the  colony  of  Cayenne,  by  the  Portuguese 
authorities,  to  the  person  charged  to  receive  the  same  by  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Bathuebt. 
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[Enclosure.] 
Earl  Bathursi  to  Viscount  Stran^ord, 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  13th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  yonr  Lordship's  information,  the 
accompanjring  copy  of  a  despatcli  from  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
together  with  its  enclosures,  by  wliich  you  will  perceive  that  the  French 
government  have  requested  the  Prince  Regent's  interference  with  the  Court 
of  Portugal  in  order  to  procure  the  early  restoration  of  French  Gujana  in 
pursuance  to  the  8th  and  10th  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  I  have  there- 
fore to  request  that  your  Lordship  would  use  your  best  endeayours  with  the 
Prince  of  Brazils  for  a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  French  goyemment 
in  this  respect,  and  that  His  Royal  Highness  would  be  pleased  to  direct  that 
the  necessary  orders  might  be  issued  from  the  Bmzils  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  in  order  that  His  Most  Christian  Majesty's  servants  and  forces  sent  from 
France  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  should  be  received  at 
Paris,  should  obtain  possession  of  that  colony  upon  their  arrival ;  and  as  the 
occupation  thereof  was  only  postponed  till  these  ratifications  should  have  been 
received,  owing  to  the  desire  of  doing  what  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Court 
of  Portugal,  I  trust  you  will  experience  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  this  con- 
cession from  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  particularly  as  the  season  is  now 
fast  approacliing  at  which  it  is  necessary  that  the  colony  should  be  occupied, 
and  that  it  has  been  represented  that  a  more  protracted  delay  would  be 
attended  with  veiy  serious  inconvenience. 

I  am,  &c., 

Bathurst. 


H.  Ooidburrif  Esq.^  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  dear  Lord,  Ghent,  14th  Nov.,  1814. 

When  I  wrote  on  Friday  I  had  not  time  to  say  half  what  I  had  intended 
Tespecting  the  American  projet:  I  hope  therefore  you  will  excuse  my 
troubling  you  now.  The  projet,  I  think,  evidently  shows  that  we  shall  have 
no  peace  with  America  unless  we  accede  to  their  proposition  of  xilocing 
things  upon  the  same  footing,  in  point  of  privileges  as  well  as  rights,  as 
they  stood  when  war  was  declared,  to  which  I  presume  we  are  not  ready 
to  accede.  If  even  they  were  to  consent  to  cede  Niagara  and  Michilli- 
mackinac,  which  I  think  improbable,  the  fisheries  would  still  be  a  point 
upon  which  we  should  split.  If  you  concur  with  me  in  opinion  that  our 
insisting  on  either  of  these  propositions  will  break  oflf  the  negotiation,  the 
question  to  be  decided  will  be  merely  upon  which  of  the  two  it  would  bo 
most  advantageous  to  us  to  break  off.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  tho 
fisheries  would  be  the  point  upon  which  we  should  have  the  country  most 
with  us,  and  which  would  only  interest  one  half  of  the  American  people. 

With  respect  to  the  particular  articles  of  the  X'rojet  (if  you  decide  upon 
our  answering  them  specifically),  it  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  object  in  toto  to  all  those  articles  of  which  the  object  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  disputed  points  (not  on  tho 
real  ground,  which  is,  that  the  Americans  always  cheat  us,  but)  on  the 
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ground  that  the  plenipotentiaries  on  both  sides  are  more  competent  to 
decide  such  points,  more  especially  as  most  of  them  can  only  be  settled  by 
compromise ;  that  we  are  ready  to  discnss  those  points,  but  that  we  con* 
sider  it  inexpedient  to  leave  open  at  a  peace  any  question  which  might 
tend  to  revive  past  differences.  We  would,  however,  except  from  this 
objection  the  third  article  of  the  projet  relative  to  the  Passamaquoddy 
islands  only,  because  that  article  is  inadmissible  altogether,  because  it 
raises  a  doubt  as  to  the  title  of  Great  Britain  to  a  part  of  Nova  Scotia, 
which  we  are  prepared  to  prove  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  British  empire  as 
any  spot  on  which  the  Americans  have  not  encroached.  Commissioners 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  geographical  position  of  certain 
places,  if  disputes  should  hereafter  arise  (such  as  the  head  of  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  &c.),  do  not  appear  liable  to  the  same  objection. 

If  wo  go  into  discussion  as  to  the  boundary  of  Louisiana,  it  would  be 
most  desirable  to  have  the  map  of  Canada  as  claimed  by  the  French  in 
1760,  which  was  given  up  to  us  on  the  surrender  of  that  province,  and 
which  must  be  somewhere  in  the  office. 

The  maritime  articles  will  of  course  be  met  by  us  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
in  our  instructions,  by  refusing  to  enter  into  the  subject  at  all  unless  it  be 
decided  in  our  favour  altogether.  We  are,  as  I  believe  I  mentioned  on 
Friday,  anxious  to  know  whether  we  ought  not  to  advance  in  our  projet  the 
articles  which  we  mean  to  insist  upon  if  the  subject  is  agitated,  and  to  state 
in  our  note  the  grounds  upon  which  wo  bring  them  forward. 

The  proposal  of  indemnifying  America  for  captures  made  by  us  previous 
to  the  war  is  inadmissible  on  every  ground.  I  think  we  might  safely 
promise  to  pay  them  whenever  France  has  satisfied  their  demands.  In 
not  requiring  a  specific  indemnity  for  the  loss  sustained  at  Washington 
they  have  a  little  disappointed  us,  and  have,  with  some  dexterity,  concealed 
their  real  object  under  an  article  apparently  reciprocal  It  is  open  to  us, 
however,  to  express  our  regret  that  the  disavowal  of  the  acts  of  the  American 
officers  in  Canada  was  not  accompanied  at  the  time  by  an  offer  of  indemni- 
fying the  sufferers,  as  this  might  have  prevented  the  necessity  of  recurring 
to  measures  of  retaliation ;  but  as  every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent 
the  retaliation  from  being  disproportionate  to  the  object  it  had  in  view,  we 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  discussion  as  to  the  degree  of  injury 
sustained  by  each  party,  which  circumstances  render  it  very  difficult  to 
estimate  accurately. 

I  send  you  the  boundary  article  which  was  omitted  in  our  projet.  ITio 
projet  will  also  want  an  article  ceding  to  Great  Britain  Niagara  and 
Michillimackinac,  which  we  >vithdraw.  Might  not  we  find  some  island 
in  Lake  Huron  or  Superior  to  give  for  Carlton  Island  ?  There  seem  to 
be  many  islands  there  to  us  perfectly  useless. 

Yours  ever  most  truly, 

HeKRT  GK)nLBUB19» 


VOL.  IX.  ^  *« 
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The  Due  de  Bouillon  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord  Duke,  Bagatelle,  Jersey,  15th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  had  but  a  day  or  two  before  taken  leave  to  address  your  Graco  my 
most  respectful  thauks  for  the  condescending  interests  your  Excellency  bad 
shown  in  recovering  and  securing  the  ancient  independence  of  the  small 
sovereignty  of  Bouillon,  when  the  faithful  Godard  acquainted  me  that  the 
orders  were  at  length  given  by  the  French  government  for  its  liberation 
from  the  despotic  douanes  that  so  heavily  oppressed  its  population;  on 
which  information  I  could  not  refrain  again  importunating  your  Graoe,  with 
a  repetition  in  mine  and  their  name  of  the  unboimded  gratitude  wo  can 
never  cease  to  feel  for  your  Grace's  successful  interposition,  without  which 
our  appeal  to  justice  would,  we  are  confident,  have  been  without  avail. 

I  beseech  your  Grace  to  believe  in  the  profound  and  grateful  respect 
with  which  I  am,  and  ever  will  be, 

Your  Excellency's  obliged  and  very  faithful  obedient  humble  serrant, 

D'AuvERONE,  Duke  of  Bouillon, 
Vice- Admiral,  &c.  &c. 


[  817.  ]  To  the  Earl  of  lAverpooi. 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  16th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  13th,  and  will 
make  immediate  arrangements  for  quitting  Paris.  These  will 
take  some  days,  and  I  shall  not  announce  to  the  King,  or,  of 
course,  to  any  body  else,  my  intention  till  I  shall  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  put  it  into  execution.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  there- 
fore, if  you  will  say  nothing  upon  the  subject  till  you  will  hear 
farther  from  me. 

No  man  is  a  judge  in  his  own  case ;  but  I  confess  that  I 
don't  see  the  necessity  for  being  in  a  hurry  to  remove  me  firom 
hence. 

There  is  nothing  new  of  any  description.  They  have  news 
here  from  Vienna  to  the  7th.  I  have  not  seen  Monsieur  de 
Blacas,  but  Monsieur  de  Jaucourt  told  me  yesterday  that  he 
understood  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  willing  to  restrict 
himself  in  Poland  to  the  line  of  the  Vistula,  and  that  the 
King  of  Prussia  was  disposed  to  depart  from  his  pretensions  in 
Saxony. 

The  King  and  Royal  Family  have  been  this  night  at  the 
Comedie  Franqaise,  and  were  remarkably  well  received. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellikgton. 
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W.  WUherforce,  Esq,,  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUington. 

My  Lord  Duke,  Near  London,  16th  Nor.,  1814. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  yonr  Grace  with  how  much  joy 
I  received  the  intelligence  of  the  actual  issuing  of  the  French  prohibitory 
order,  which,  having  been  out  of  London,  I  learned  from  your  Grace's 
obliging  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  when  on  my  return  to  town.  I  know 
not  why  it  did  not  reach  me  sooner,  for  I  am  assured  that  it  was  brought 
to  my  house,  during  my  absence,  only  on  Sunday  the  13th  instant.  I 
only  mention  this  to  account  for  my  not  sooner  returning  your  Grace,  as  I 
now  beg  leave  to  do,  my  most  cordial  acknowledgments  for  your  most 
obliging  attention  to  me.  And  permit  me  to  congratulate  your  Grace  on 
this  bloodless  victory,  which,  if  less  dangerous  in  the  achieving  of  it,  will 
have,  I  trust,  the  same  effect  as  your  other  victories,  and  to  at  least  as  great 
an  extent)  that  of  rescuing  mankind  from  oppression  and  violence,  and  of 
enabling  them  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  comforts  of  social  and  domestic 
life.  I  will  continue  to  attend  to  your  Grace's  suggestion,  of  the  propriety 
of  which  indeed  I  am  fully  sensible,  and  to  impress  it  on  others,  though 
for  my  own  credit's  sake  I  must  say  that  I  dare  not  engage  for  the 
prudence  of  all  the  friends  of  our  cause,  whom,  however,  I  have  really  been 
able  to  keep  in  order  (if  to  your  Grace  I  may  venture  to  use  such  a  phrase) 
better  almost  than  I  had  expected.    I  will  continue  my  best  efforts. 

May  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  your  Grace  to  take 
the  liberty  of  liegging  to  be  permitted  to  introduce  to  your  Grace's  notice  a 
young  man,  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is  passing  through  Paris  shortly,  on  his 
way  to  the  south  of  Europe,  for  his  health's  sake.  He  is  grandson  to  the 
late  Lord  Barham,  whose  title  and  estate  he  will  inherit  after  his  mother's 
death,  as  at  his  father's  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of  Gainsborough.  He  inad- 
vertently neglected  before  he  left  London  to  furnish  himself  with  proper 
letters,  and  has  written  to  me  to  b^  me  to  obtain  for  him  a  recommenda- 
tion to  your  Grace's  protection.  I  am  aware  that  I  am  by  no  means 
warranted  to  render  him  this  service,  but  happening  to  be  writing  to  your 
Grace,  I  hope  I  shall  not  have  presumed  too  much  on  your  Grace's  kindness 
to  me  by  naming  him.    His  name  is  the  Honourable  Charles  Noel. 

Begging  pardon  for  detaining  your  Grace  so  long, 

I  remain  always,  with  great  respect  and  attachment, 

My  Lord  Duke, 
Your  Grace's  most  obliged  servant, 

W.  WlLBERFORCE. 


To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  [  8i8.  ] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Paris,  18th  Nov.,  1814. 

The  report  that  I  am  about  to  quit  my  situation  has  been 
published  in  the  English,  and  copied  from  them  into  the  Fre^vokv 
newspapers,  and  has  created  so  much  ccm\e\.^  \vet^  ^Cw^^'^^s^ 

^  ^  ^ 
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it  worth  sending  you  another  messenger.  Those  who  know  the 
state  of  affairs  consider  my  departure  as  a  defeat.  Those  who 
do  not,  and  the  public  in  general,  consider  it  as  a  sign  that  the 
two  countries  are  not  on  such  good  terms  as  they  ought  to  be, 
or  as  they  really  are.  Those  who  do  not  believe  the  report 
consider  it  as  fabricated  by  the  disaffected. 

I  really  don't  like  the  way  in  which  I  am  going  away.  To 
take  me  away  eventually  is  quite  right,  as  I  entertain  no  doubt^ 
from  many  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
that  my  presence  here  is  disagreeable  to  many ;  and  there  is  in 
Paris  such  a  confusion  of  ideas  regarding  right  and  wrong,  so 
many  enormous  crimes  have  been  committed  in  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  are  either  passed  unnoticed  or  are  considered  as 
services  and  virtues,  that  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  if  I  were 
deprived  of  the  King's  protection  I  should  be  detained,  and  that 
this  measure  would  be  justified  by  some  sophistry  or  other,  and 
approved  by  the  nation  at  large.  But  we  must  not  disgrace 
ourselves  by  the  manner  in  which  we  get  ourselves  out  of  the 
situation  in  which  we  are  placed.  We  must  not  act  with  pre- 
cipitation. There  is  really  no  evidence  of  danger,  excepting 
general  discontent ;  and  you  are  going  to  get  yourselves  and 
your  friends  here  into  diflSculties  long  before  there  is  any 
nece^ity  for  it. 

/'I  have  already  told  you  that  I  have  no  objection  to  going  ^ 
America,  and  I  will  go  whenever  I  may  be  ordered.     But  does  \ 
it  not  occur  to  your  Lordship  that,  by  appointing  me  to  go  to    , 
America  at  this  moment,  you  give  ground  for  belief  all  over 
Europe  that  your  affairs  there  are  in  a  much  worse  situation 
than  they  really  are?     And  will  not  my  nomination  at  this 
moment  be  a  triumph  to  the  Americans  and  their  friends  here  / 
and  elsewhere  ?     It  will  give  satisfaction,  and  that  only  nio-  / 
mentary,  in  England ;  and  it  may  have  the  effect  of  raising  hopes/ 
.,and  expectations  there  which,  we  know,  cannot  be  realized.     / 
^Tben   I   beg  to  observe   that   if  once   appointed   to  go  to 
America,  your  Lordship  will  not  find  it  so  easy  to  take  me  from 
that  employment  for  any  other  on  which  you  might  prefer  to 
employ  me. 

I  declare  it  appears  to  me  that  we  are  proceeding  on  this 
occasion  with  a  precipitation  which  circumstances  do  not  at  all 
justify,  and  that  wc  shall  get  into  disgrace  and  difficulties  which 
a  little  patience  would  enable  us  to  avoid. 
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Sir  John  Murray  is  now  here,  and  he  might  be  ordered  to 
continue  his  journey  to  England ;  and  as  soon  as  arrived  the 
court  martial  might  be*  ordered  to  assemble,  and  I  might  be 
ordered  to  attend  it.  My  establishments,  &c.,  might  remain 
here.  The  government  and  their  friends  would  soon  find  that 
they  could  go  on  without  me,  and  would  be  under  no  alarm  on 
my  first  departure,  as  they  would  expect  my  early  return.  But 
to  be  called  away  at  an  hour's  notice  to  go  to  America,  and 
then  not  to  go  for  four  months,  does  betray  so  clearly  the 
motive  for  withdrawing  me,  and  my  departure  will  be  so  much 
felt,  that  I  cannot  avoid  making  this  one  more  effort  to  per- 
suade the  government  to  alter  the  mode  of  their  proceeding. 

I  must  say  that  I  feel  my  own  character  a  little  concerned  in 
this  transaction,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  government 
will  allow  their  object  to  be  accomplished  in  the  way  with  which 
I  shall  be  the  least  dissatisfied. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Duke,  Fife  House,  18th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  trust  this  letter  will  not  find  you  at  Paris.  I  confess  I  am  anxious 
for  your  leaving  it  on  all  accounts.  The  dangers  to  which  you  are  ex- 
posed have  hecomc  matter  of  conversation  within  these  few  days,  and  I 
should  be  very  sorry  that  you  had  not  left  Paris  before  the  inhabitants  of 
that  capital  had  any  idea  that  it  was  your  intention  to  do  so,  and  had  time 
enough  before  them  to  take  precautions  either  for  preventing  your  going 
or  for  stopping  you  on  the  road. 

We  have  heard  nothing  fronx  Lord  Castlereagh  since  the  24th  of 
October. 

The  Navy  in  Canada  have  made  serious  charges  against  Sir  George 
Prevost.  They  say  that  they  never  would  have  attacked  the  American 
fleet  at  anchor  off  Plattsburgh  if  he  had  not  promised  to  attack  the  fort  at 
the  same  time ;  that  if  he  had  fulfilled  his  engagement,  the  misfortune  to 
the  fleet  would  not  have  occurred ;  and  if  even  the  fleet  had  been  obliged 
(o  capitulate,  it  might  have  been  retaken  if  the  fort  had  been  captured,  as 
it  was  some  hours  before  the  Americans,  in  their  crippled  state,  were  able 
to  take  possession  of  the  British  ships. 

There  are  not  many  letters  yet  arrived  from  the  officers  of  the  Army, 
but  one  which  I  have  seen  appears  to  corroborate,  at  least  to  a  considerable 
extent,  the  accusation  of  the  Navy. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Vitcount  Cadlereagh. 

My  drab  Cabtlebsaqh,  Fife  House,  18th  Nor.,  1814. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  Theano 
has  not  yet  been  time  to  hear  from  him  in  reply,  but  I  trust  no  farther 
diflBculty  will  occur  respecting  his  leaving  Paris ;  and  the  knowledge  that 
he  is  to  liave  the  command  in  America,  if  the  war  continues,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  produce  the  most  favourable  effects.  We  have  under  our  am* 
sideration  at  present  the  last  American  note  of  their  projet  of  treaty,  and  I 
think  we  have  determined,  if  all  other  points  can  be  satisfactorily  settled, 
not  to  continue  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  or  securing  any 
acquisition  of  territory. 

We  have  been  led  to  this  determination  by  the  consideration  of  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  the  negotiations  at  Vienna,  and  by  that  of  the 
alarming  situation  of  the  interior  of  France.  We  have  also  been  obliged 
to  pay  serious  attention  to  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  to  the  difficulties 
we  shall  have  in  continuing  the  property  tax. 

CJonsidering  the  general  depression  of  rents,  which,  even  under  any  com  law 
that  is  likely  to  meet  with  Uie  approbation  of  Parliament,  must  be  expected 
to  take  place  under  such  circumstances,  it  has  appeared  to  us  desirable  to 
bring  the  American  war  if  possible  to  a  conclusion. 

From  what  has  passed  in  Parliament  on  this  subject  it  is  quite  evident 
that  the  continuance  of  the  war  upon  what  is  called  a  new  principle  would 
be  violently  opix)sed :  besides,  you  are  probably  aware  that  it  is  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  opinion  that  no  material  military  advantage  can  be  expected 
to  be  obtained  if  the  war  goes  on,  and  ho  would  have  great  reluctance  in 
undertaking  the  command  unless  we  made  a  serious  effort  first  to  obtain 
peace  without  insisting  upon  keeping  any  part  of  our  conquests. 

Our  parliamentary  campaign  has  hitherto  gone  on  very  well,  but  the 
Opposition  are  {)articularly  rauoorous,  and  evidently  mean  to  find  us  good 
employment.  We  shall  most  probably  be  able  to  adjourn  about  the  end 
of  the  first  or  beginning  of  the  second  week  in  December,  and  we  can  carry 
our  adjournment,  I  think,  to  about  the  7th  of  February. 

I  still  hope  that  you  may  be  able  to  settle  all  that  is  material  before  the 
end  of  January. 

I  ought  to  apprise  you  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  this  country 
respecting  Saxony.  The  case  against  the  King  appears  to  me,  I  confess, 
to  be  complete,  if  it  is  expedient  to  act  upon  it ;  but  the  objection  is  to  the 
annihilation  of  the  whole  of  Saxony  as  an  independent  power,  particularly 
considering  the  part  which  the  Saxon  troops  took  in  the  operations  on  the 
Elbe. 

Ck)nsidering  the  prominent  part  which  Saxony  has  always  taken  in  the 
affairs  of  Germany,  it  would  certainly  be  very  desirable  that  a  noyau  of 
it  at  least  should  be  preserved,  even  if  it  were  under  some  other  branch 
of  the  Saxon  family ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  King  of  Prussia 
would  gain  more  in  character  and  influence  by  agreeing  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment than  he  would  lose  by  any  reasonable  sacrifice  which  he  might  make 
for  this  purpose  of  territory. 

We  have  no  despatches  from  you  later  than  the  24th  of  October,  but  we 
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perfectly  understand  tliat  the  uncertainty  in  which  afifairs  might  stand  in 
the  first  days  of  November  may  have  led  you  to  defer  writing  till  you 
could  afford  more  light  as  to  our  future  prospects. 

Liverpool. 


To  Lard  Viscount  Casthreagh.  [  819.  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  19th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  which  I  have  written  to  Lord 
Liverpool,  from  which  you  will  see  how  the  matter  stands  re- 
garding my  departure.  I  think  government  are  rather  in  a 
hurry  ;  and  though  I  feel  no  particular  wish  to  remain  here,  I 
don't  like  to  be  frightened  away.  There  is  nothing  new. 
Blacas  told  me  last  night  that,  according  to  their  last  accounts 
from  Vienna,  matters  appeared  improved.  He  said  that  he  did 
not  think  you  had  yet  reason  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  Monsieur 
de  Talleyrand,  but  he  hoped  that  his  recent  letters  would  pro- 
duce an  improvement 

You'll  see  that  matters  look  a  little  angry  in  parliament 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Notb  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh  on  Mr,  BarrciVs  communication  respecting 
the  Papers  of  James  II,  sent  by  Mr.  Bagot,  ai  the  desire  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

19th  Nor.,  1814. 

It  appears  from  the  minute  attested  by  M.  Daunou  that,  among  other 
property  of  the  English  Benedictines  at  Paris,  there  were  taken  from 
them  by  the  officers  of  government,  in  the  year  1794,  three  small  wooden 
cases,  said  to  contain  *'  the  Correspondence  of  the  late  James  Stuart." 
Whether  this  name  denotes  King  James  II.  or  his  son  does  not  appear 
from  the  minute.  The  papers  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  seen  by  Mr. 
Macpherson,  Mr.  Carte,  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  Mr.  Hume,  and  many 
others,  in  the  custody  of  the  Scotch  College  at  Paris,  were  not  corre- 
spondence of  James  II.,  but  a  journal  of  the  life  of  that  Prince  written  by 
himself,  in  nine  or  eleven  volumes,  and  a  narrative  of  his  life  collected 
chiefly  from  the  journal  by  an  anonymous  writer  about  the  year  1767,  in 
four  volumes,  folio.  The  journal  is  said  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  generally  be- 
lieved, to  have  been  destroyed  at  St.  Omer*s  in  1793.  Two  copies  of  the 
narrative  are  in  Great  Britain ;  one  in  the  hands  of  Bishop  Cameron, 
another  in  the  library  of  His  Soyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  among 
other  Stuart  MSS.  procured  for  him  from  Rome,  whick  ba  NR^a  ^jcwaswaSc^ 
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pleased  to  permit  me  to  peruse  at  Carlton  House  in  the  summer  of  1813. 
Among  these  papers  I  read  an  original  deed  of  James  II.,  executed  a  year 
before  his  death,  by  which  he  conveys  to  the  Scotch  Collie  at  Paris  the 
MS.  journal  of  his  life. 

This  journal,  which  thus  certainly  appears  to  have  belonged  to  the 
Scotch  College,  is  the  great  object  of  historical  curiosity  and  interest. 
But  the  correspondence  of  James  II.,  or  even  of  his  son,  may  be  of  oon« 
slderablc  importance  to  history.  It  seems  undoubtedly  to  have  been  the 
property  of  the  English  Benedictines ;  and  having  been  taken  from  them 
in  times  of  lawless  violence,  they  appear  indisputably  entitled  to  restitn- 
tion  on  every  principle  of  justice.  The  accompanying  papers  prove  the 
unjust  seizure  of  these  papers,  but  they  contain  no  evidence  of  their 
subsequent  history  and  present  situation.  Mr.  Barrett,  however,  states 
that  he  has  such  evidence,  though  he  does  not  particularise  it. 

J.  Mackintosh. 


[  820.  ]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Paris,  21st  Nov.,  1814, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  Friday,  and  have  read  the 
comments  in  the  newspapers  upon  my  supposed  return,  which 
might  as  well  have  been  omitted.  They  render  it  more  than 
ever  necessary  to  proceed  with  caution  in  withdrawing  me. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  821.]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  *    Paris,  21st  Nov.,  1814. 

I  have  received  intelligence  that  orders  have  been  issued  that 
the  semestriers  should  join  the  regiments  forthwith,  by  which 
the  eflective  army  will  be  very  considerably  augmented. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  this  measure 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  desertion  which  had  taken  place  to  a 
very  great  amount,  or  to  the  desire  of  being  able  to  assume 
and  to  support  the  assumption  of  a  higher  tone  in  the  Congress ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  it  has  given  occasion  to  the  expectation  of 
the  renewal  of  hostihties,  and  to  the  conversations  and  discus- 
sions which  attend  such  expectations. 

The  discontents  of  the  army  are  still  very  prevalent,  and  the 
reduced  officers  are  as  loud  as  they  have  ever  been  in  their 
complaints. 
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General  Dufourgues  has  been  sent  from  Paris  to  the  Chateau 
de*  .1  believe  that  I  informed  yom*  Lordship  of 

the  real  cause  of  his  arrest  in  my  despatch  of  the  3rd  instant^ 
notwithstanding  that  various  other  causes  have  been  assigned 
for  it  since  that  period. 

I  have,  &a, 

Wellington. 


The  Emperor  of  Russia  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Vienne,  le  21  Not.,  1814. 

Ayaut  pris  connaissance  du  mdmoiret  que  vous  m'avez  transmis  en  der- 
nier lieu,  j'ai  jug6  ndcessaire  qu'il  y  fut  fait  r^ponse,  tant  pour  refuter 
quelques  assertions  peu  solides  qui  s'y  trouvoient  consign^  quo  pour 
donner  uno  nouvello  prcuve  de  la  puret^  do  mes  intentions,  et  de  Tinva- 
riabilitd  do  mes  principes. 

J'csi)^re,  my  Lord,  quo  cette  envoi  fera  la  cldture  de  cette  correspondanco 
l>articuli^re,  vous  priant  de  faire  passer  vcs  papicrs  d'office  par  la  voye 
habituelle. 

Reccvez  Tassumncc  do  ma  consideration  tr^s  distingude. 

Alexamdbe. 

[Enclosures.] 

L 

MEMORANDUM. 

Lo  socond  memoire  Anglais,  plutot  que  de  simplifier  les  questions  et  do 
facilitor  lo  ropprochemont  des  opinions  divergeantes,  parolt  tendro  k  prolonger 
uno  discussion  qui,  en  8*ecartant  des  vues  qui  I'ont  motiveee,  dovient  polemique, 
ot  no  pout  conscquommont  promettre  aucun  r^ltat. 

Get  e'crit,  par  centre,  a  pour  but  de  la  terminer.  Sans  r^pondro  done  d*ane 
maniiiro  circonstanci<^o  an  memoire  mentionnd  ci-dessus,  on  so  bomora  k  recti- 
fier quelques  assertions  quiy  sont  consignees,  etqu'on  no  saurait  admettresans 
manquer  k  la  justice  ot  sans  meconnaitre  la  vdrite'. 

Crcor  des  suppositions  pour  les  combattre,  ce  n*est  pas  discuter.  L*auteur 
du  memoire  suppose  k  la  Russie  des  intentions  qu*ello  n'a  jamais  ones. 

Ce  n*est  pas  k  elle  seule  qu*olle  reserve  la  decision  du  sort  du  Qrand  Duchc 
do  Yarsovio.  C'est  conform^ment  aux  principes  d'nne  stricte  ^uitd,  c'est  do 
concert  aveo  les  puissances  allie'es  qu'elle  desire  le  r^gler,  et  c*est  ce  dont  il 
s'agit  maintenant. 

Dire  que  le  Traits  do  Reichenbach  n'est  qu*^vontuel,  ce  n*est  pas  prdtendro 
qu'on  lo  consid^re  comme  nul  et  non-avenu,  mais  c'est  lui  donner  son  veritable 
caractbre. 

En  effet  cette  transaction  est  dventuelle,  parceque  seule  et  dans  un  sens 
absolu  elle  no  pouvoit  dans  aucun  cas  rdgler  tons  les  int^ts  qui  r^ltent  dee 
succ^  de  la  guerre,  et  des  dv^ements  postdriours. 

Go  traits  a  4i6  conclu  au  moment  oii  Ton  ignoroit  encore  si  Buonaparte  ac* 

*  Blank  in  manuscript.  f  See  p.  410* 
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ceptoroit  la  m^iution  offorte  de  rAutriche.  H  la  rejetta,  et  le  tiaitd  da  19 
Sepiembrc  fut  conclu  an  fort  do  la  guerre.  Los  suce^  des  armes  des  allies 
donnant  lieu  k  do  nouvellescombiDaiaonB,  Tarticle  relatif  au  Duchc  de  Varsovie 
fut  stipuld  dans  des  termes  plus  ge'n^raux,  du  consontement  des  mdmes  puis- 
sances qui  avoiont  particip^  k  cclui  do  Beichenbaoh. 

Si  Buonaparte  cut  accepte  la  mediation  de  rAutriche,  si  les  anndiee  alliees 
avoient  6i4  oblige'  do  s  arrcter  sur  FElbe,  si  Tltalie,  la  HoUande,  et  lo  "Baa- 
Rhin  e'toient  demeurc^  au  pouvoir  do  la  France,  alors  le  Traite  de  Rcichenbach, 
modifie  par  les  circonstances  mdmes,  out  dicte  des  combinaisons  nouyellea,  et 
produit  des  effets  diffcrontes.  Uno  semblable  modification  n^cessit^  par  T^tat 
des  choHOB  auniit  dd  avoir  lieu  dans  toutes  les  hypotheses,  attendu  quo  la  pro- 
portion des  dedommagemeiis  k  prendre  et  les  limites  k  tracer  dans  le  Duclie  ne 
so  trouvaient  nullemcnt  determinees  dans  cette  stipulation,  et  qu*il  ctait  ausei 
juste  qu'indispeusable  de  modifier  cos  proportions  selon  les  r&ultats  de  la 
guerre.  Mais  il  y  a  plus :  I'histoire  de  la  diplomatic  foumit  plus  d*ua  ezemplo 
do  traites  qu'une  des  parties  contractantes  no  consid<£ra  pas  comme  obligatoixes 
k  cause  d  un  changcmcnt  total  des  circonstances. 

L'Angletcrre  elle-memo,  en  so  fondant  sur  ce  principe,  se  crut  autoriij^  k  ne 
point  executor  celul  d'Amiens.  La  Russie  est  bien  loin  de  vouloir  se  re- 
streindre  k  la  force  de  cet  argument.  Elle  ne  s*c'carte  point  des  stipulationa,  et 
c'est,  au  contraire,  en  suivant  fidelement  les  maximes  qui  ont  pr^dc'  ii  toutes 
ses  transactions  politiques  depuis  le  commencement  de  la  guerre  qu'elle  ouTre 
aujourd*hui  uno  discussion  libre  sur  les  acquisitions  qu'elle  croit  juste  de  con- 
server.* 

Cos  maximes  dtant  le  r&ultat  de  Texperience  fixoient  irr^vocablement  la 
regie  de  conduite  que  rEmperciu*  s'est  imposd  pour  parvenir  au  grand  but  do 
d^livrer  TEurope  du  joug  qui  Topprimoit,  et  de  retablir  consequemment  un 
systeme  politique  foude  sur  la  justice  et  sur  un  equilibre  solidement  combine. 

La  justice  dtablissoit  pour  rbgle  immuable  de  toutes  les  transactions  entie 
les  e'tats  coalises,  que  les  avantagcs  que  chacun  d*eux  seroit  appele  a  recueillir 
du  triomphe  de  la  cause  conmiune  devroient  £tre  proportionnes  k  la  jtera6' 
ve'rance  do  leurs  efforts  et  k  la  grandeur  des  sacrifices. 

La  ndcessitd  d'uu  ^uilibre  politique  prescrivoit  k  son  tour  de  donner  k 
chaque  dtat  uno  consistence  et  une  force  relative  capable  de  placer  la  garaiitie 
des  conventions  politiques  dans  les  moyens  que  chacun  d'eux  auroit  eu  lul 
m^me  pour  les  fairo  respecter. 

Cost  en  se  conformant  invariablement  aux  deux  principes  qui  viennent 
d'etre  euonc^s,  que  TEmpereur  se  d^termina  k  faire  la  guerre,  k  la  soutenir 
seul  dans  son  commencement,  et  a  la  ix)usser,  moyennant  une  coalition,  ju8qu*au 
terme  unique  ou  la  pacification  ge'n^rale  de  TEurope  pouvoit  ctre  fundee  sur 
les  bases  solides  et  inel)ranlables  de  Findcpendance  des  peuples,  et  des  droits 
sacres  des  nations. 

La  barribre  de  TOder  une  fois  franchie,  la  Russie  ne  combattoit  plus  quo 
pour  ses  alli^  pour  augmenter  la  puissance  de  la  Prusse  et  de  1' Autriche,  pour 
d^vrer  rAllemagne,  pour  sauver  la  France  des  fureurs  d*un  despotisnie,  dont 
elle  portoit  seulo  tout  le  poids  k  la  suite  de  sea  rcvers. 

Si  TEmpereur  avoit  fonde  sa  politique  sur  les  combinaisons  d*un  intdrSt  par- 
ticulier  et  exclusif,  lorsque  Turmee  de  Napoleon  rassemblde  pour  ainsi  dire  aux 
ddpens  do  TEurope  cut  trouve'  en  Russie  son  tombeau,  Sa  Majeste'  auroit  pu 
faire  la  paix  avec  la  France,  et,  sans  s'expoeer  aux  chances  d'une  guerre  dont 
Tissue  <5toit  d*autant  plus  incertain  qu'elle  dcpendoit  des  determinations 
d'autres  cabinets  sans  imposer  k  son  peuplo  de  nouveaux  sacrifices,  so  con* 

♦  Oi-jointo  une  annexe  contenant  la  refutation  des  notions  statistiques  du 
Memorandum  sur  le  Duchd. 
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tenter  d'une  part  de  la  siirete'  aoquue  pour  son  empire,  et  de  I'autre  aoquiesoer 
aux  conditions  que  Buonaparte,  instniit  par  une  triste  experience,  se  seroit 
cmpressd  de  lui  proposer.  Mais  TEmpereur,  dans  I'entreprise  magnanime  k  la- 
quelle  il  s'est  livr^  se  serrit  de  I'elaji  g^n^ux  de  son  peuple  pour  seconder 
les  vocux  de  toutes  les  nations  Europ^ennes.  H  a  combattu  pour  une  cause  k 
laquelle  se  rattachoient  les  dcstin^  du  genre  humain  avec  des  vues  desin- 
t^ressces.  Fidele  k  ses  principes,  Sa  Majesty  a  constamment  travaill^  kfavoriser 
les  int^ts  des  puissances  ralli^  k  la  cause  commune  en  ne  placant  les  siens 
qu'au  second  rang.  Elle  a  prodigue'  ses  ressources  pour  faire  prosp^rer  leurs 
efforts  r^unis,  dans  la  ferme  persuasiou  que  ses  allies,  loin  de  trou?er  dans  uno 
oonduite  aussi  pure  'des  motiis  de  reproche,  lui  sauroicnt  gr^  d*avoir  subor- 
donn^  toutes  les  consid^tions  partiouli^rcs  k  la  r^ussito  d*une  entreprise  qui 
avoit  pour  but  le  bien  g^n^l. 

G*e8t  pour  r^nt^er  le  syst^me  d*un  veritable  ^uilibre  politique,  c^est  pour 
frayer  des  voies  r<%ulibre8  et  legitimes  aux  stipulations  dont  il  doit  6tre  le 
r^sultat,  c'cst  pour  le  fJEure  reposer  sur  la  base  solido  de  la  force  r^elle  et  in- 
trinsique  de  chacune  des  puissances,  que  la  Rusde  s*est  fait  une  loi  de  ne  point 
anticiper  sur  les  dispositions  d'une  pacification  g€n^rale,  tandis  qu'il  n'eut  tenu 
qu'k  elle  de  faire  valoir  ses  droits  sur  un  pays  conquis  par  ses  armes,  sans 
aucuno  cooperation  €trangere.  La  Russie  par  centre  s'abstint  constamment  de 
toute  d-marche  arbitraire,  et  ajouma  tout  projet  d*agrandissement  l^time 
jusqu  au  tems  oh  ses  alli^  auroient  eu  la  juste  mesure  de  la  puissance  qui  leur 
seroit  6chue  en  partage,  et  lorsquo  tons  les  ^tats  de  TEurope,  rentr^  dans  la 
plenitude  de  leur  indtfpendancc,  viendroicnt  traitcr  de  leurs  int^rdts,  et  oon^ 
tribuer  par  leurs  suffrages  h  la  juste  conciliation  de  ceux  des  Allies. 

II  est  hors>  de  doute  qu*en  envisageant  cette  conduito  dans  la  puret^  des  in- 
tentions qui  Font  dicte'c,  aussi  bien  que  dans  les  r^isultats  qui  en  sent  le  fruit, 
8a  Majeste',  yu  la  copfiance  sans  bomes  qu*elle  place  dans  ses  alli^,  ne  pent 
que  s'applaudir  d'avoir  choisi  pour  ^noncer  et  motiver  ses  justes  pretentions 
r^poque  actuelle  oh  les  Allies  etant  mis  k  m6me  d'obtenir  des  accroissemens 
considerables  de  puissance,  sous  le  rapport  territorial,  militaire,  commercial, 
et  politique,  ne  peuvent  legitimement  contester  k  la  Russie  celui  qu'elle 
reclame,  non  dans  la  rue  d*augmenter  ses  ressources,  mais  comme  un  poids 
necessaire  dans  la  balance  du  systSme  Europeen. 

n  suffira  de  jeter  un  coup-d'oeil  rapide  sur  les  accroissemens  de  puissance 
relative  reserves  k  chaque  etat  en  particulier,  pour  donner  k  cette  verite  tons 
les  caractbres  de  revidence. 

La  puissance  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  embrasse  tout  le  globe.  Elle  domine 
Tooean,  s*etend  sur  toutes  les  cdtes  maiitimes,  et  se  fonde  sur  I'irr^stible  ne- 
cessite  des  communications  entre  les  hommes.  L'Angleterre  possbde  dans 
rinde  quarante  millions  de  sujots,  donne  la  loi  au  continent  Americain,  exploito 
la  mine  inepuisable  du  Levant,  retient  toutes  les  clefs  de  la  Mediterranee,  et 
sa  puissance  maritime  et  commerciale,  par  suite  d'une  revolution  destructrioe, 
ue  rencontre  nulle  part,  et  n'a  point  k  craindre  de  rivaux.  Enfin,  les  rapports 
avec  la  Hollande  ainsi  que  le  recouvrement  de  TElectorat  d*Hanovre  donnent 
k  TAngleterre  une  nouvelle  preponderance  directe  dans  les  affaires  du  Con- 
tinent. 

L'AutricIie  va  etendre  son  sceptre  et  son  influence  sur  la  plus  belle  moitie 
de  cette  AUemagne  couverte  des  mines  de  ses  anciennes  institutions.  Elle 
est  deiivree  du  fardeau  que  lui  imposait  une  sterile  suprematie.  Elle  poss^do 
ces  belles  contrees  de  Tltalie  qui  ne  ftvent  conquises  que  par  les  forces  reunis  de 
la  grande  ligue,  sous  les  murs  mdme  do  Paris.  Elle  reunit  k  son  vaste  terri- 
toire  les- provinces  Illyriennes,  qui  la  rendent  mattresse  de  TAdriatique,  et  loi 
asBurent  une  influence  preponderante  dans  la  Turquie  Europeenne.   Par  sa  po- 
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sition  actucllo  on  Itulie  clle  so  yoit  on  mesure  do  donner  la  loi  aux  loyaiimetf 
do  Naples  ot  do  Sardaigno,  d*influenccr  puissamment  la  Suisse,  ct  de  miiinf:^<^i;r 
contro  la  France  la  bani^ro  dcs  Alpes. 

La  Pnisso  rccueillo  la  partie  soptentrionale  du  grand  heritage  de  rempiie 
Gennanique,  ct  consolido  son  pouvoir  sur  la  Yistnlet,  I'Elbe,  et  le  Rhin. 

L'AUemagno  va  reprendro  uno  consistcnco  politique  qu'ello  n'a  jamais  eae» 
ct  quV'llo  doit  en  graude  partie  aux  progres  do  Tesprit  de  scs  peuples,  et  ii  dea 
institutions  qui  les  reunit  en  corps  do  nation. 

La  France,  circonscrite  par  les  exo^  d*une  ambition  colossale,  sana  marine 
ot  sans  commerce,  n*a  pour  ello  que  la  sagesse  de  son  gouyememenl  La  P^ 
ninsule,  o'puiseo  ct  occupy  d'une  lutte  funeste  avcc  ses  propres  coloniea,  ne 
presento  aucun  point  d'appui.  II  reste  k  considdrer  la  Russie.  Quels  sont  les 
agrandissements  do  sa  port  qui  menaccnt  le  repos  de  TEurope,  ou  plut6t  quel 
eat  le  point  d'appui  sur  lequel  clle  puisse  so  fonder,  pour  ctre  sure  que  la  loi 
do  r^uilibro  no  sera  pas  cnfreinto  It  son  ^;ard ?  Est-ce  Incquisition  de  la  Fin- 
lande  et  do  la  Bessarabio  qui  pent  autoriser  des  apprehensions  de  cette  nature  ? 
No  pourroit-on  pas  demandcr  au  contraire  si  c'est  rAUomagne  ou  ritolie  qui 
peuvent  lu  rassurcr  sur  les  projets  hostiles  d  uno  puissance  quelconque,  qui 
tenteroit  do  so  pr^valoir  des  nouvcaux  avantages  qu'elle  vient  d*aoqn€rir  ?  H 
y  a  plus.  La  Russie  pourrnit-ello  so  flatter  d*une  parfaite  s^uritd  dans  son 
intenour  si  elle  n'obtenait  pas  uno  bonne  fronti^e  militaire,  ct  surtont  si  eUe 
abaudonnait  encore  au  desespoir  et  k  la  seduction  les  habitans  du  DacLe'  de 
Yarsovio  ?  II  est  d*un  int<frct  majcur  pour  la  Russie  de  mcttre  un  tcrmo  k 
toutcs  les  inquietudes  des  Polonais.  Comprim^  ulterieurement  elles  reagir- 
oicnt  un  jour  sous  uno  influence  <5trang^c,  et  cetto  ration  troubloroit  n^ 
cessairemont  le  repos  do  la  Russio  et  do  tout  le  Nord.  L'czperienco  vient  ii 
lappui  do  cetto  observation. 

Eiifin  si  k  cet  apcr^u  ropido  do  la  situation  respective  des  puissances  on 
ajoutcrait  revaluation  rigourcuse  et  statistiquo  do  chacuno  k  cette  grandc  ^poque« 
nul  no  pourrait  contester  de  bonne  foi  k  la  Russie  un  agrandissemcnt  que  la 
justice,  lo  maintien  do  T^uilibro  en  Europe,  et  sa  tranquillity  interieure  ro- 
clament  d'un  commun  accord. 

L'auteur  du  mdmoirc,  entratnd  par  lu  vivacite'  do  la  discussion,  scmblo  ne  plus 
apprccicr  IVtat  d'inde'pendance  et  do  bonlieur  auquel  I'Europo  est  parycnuet 
ct  avoir  oubli^  la  situation  d^sesp^ree  de  laquelle  le  continent  est  sorti. 

On  no  saurait  non  plus  partiigcr  ropiniou  cmiso  quo  la  Grande  Breta^o 
n'eut  pas  voulu  consentir  k  renoncer  aux  ilcs  Francoises  des  Antilles,  contre 
les  grands  avantages  dejk  acquis,  ou  k  fairo  touto  autre  restitution  de  cc  genre 
si  olio  avoit  pu  prcvoir  quo  la  Russio  obtiendroit  uno  plus  grande  part  du 
Duch^  de  Varsovie,  qu'elle  no  croit  devoir  lui  revenir. 

On  est  au  contraire  dans  la  conviction  que  s'il  fuUoit  rccominencer,  TAnglc- 
terre  (memo  avec  la  certitude  que  tout  lo  Grand  Duch^  appurtiendroit  k  la 
Rusaie)  ne  bolanceroit  pas  pour  soustrairo  I'Europo  du  des])otisme  qui  Tasscr- 
vissoit  de  sacrifler  encore  une  fois  lo  superflu  do  ces  immenses  colonics.  Tous 
les  autres  ^tats  do  TEurope  auroicut  certainement  embrasse  le  mdme  parti,  s'ils 
ctoient  menaces  do  rctombcr  sous  le  pouvoir  d'une  nouvello  dynastie  cre^  par 
la  re'volution. 

On  a  remarqu«^  avec  la  plus  vive  satisfaction  Tenergie  que  Tautcur  du  mc- 
moire  a  deployed  en  plaidant  les  droits  des  nations.  11  resteroit  k  d^rer  que 
cet  ^lan  pour  un  objot  d'un  aussi  grand  inte'ret  n'eut  pas  6t4  accompagnd  d'un 
mouvement  d'impatience.  On  n'en  doit  pas  moins  juger  favorablement  sur  le 
foods  des  sentiments  du  Cabinet  Britannique,  et  Ton  en  tire  un  heureux  pre- 
sage pour  la  prosperite  et  le  repos  futur  du  monde. 
^;  S'il  etoit  possiblo  que  tous  les  <^tatB  Europ^ns  se  repla^assent  spontan^ment 
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dans  la  situation  oh  ils  se  trouvoient,  si  tontes  les  acquisitions  qa*ils  ont  &itc8 
et  les  changemcnts  qu*ont  dd  subir  n^essoirement  leors  relations  politiques 
pouToient  Hto  considdrcs  comme  non  avenus,  il  est  hors  do  doute  que  FEm- 
pereur  de  Russio  eut  4\4  le  premier  h  donner  Texemple  dcs  plus  grands  sacri- 
fices pour  contribuor  k  co  grand  rdsultat.  Mais  ccttohypoth^se  paroit  contrairo 
aux  dispositions  dcs  autrcs  dtats.  La  Grande  Brotagno  ello-m^me  scroit  op- 
pelee  k  des  restitutions  importantes.  On  lui  dcmanderoit  dcs  concessions 
qu*el]o  auroit  sfircment  bcaucoup  de  peine  k  accordcr,  quelque  essentioUcs 
qu*elles  pussent  ctro  au  bicn  g^nc^ral,  et  k  Tindcpcndance  veritable  des  nations 
dans  leurs  rapports  ezt^rieurs. 

Ainsi  plutdt  que  de  plaider  vaguement  la  cause  des  principes  du  droit  public 
Europ^n,  U  paroit  pr^fi^rablo  de  travaillor  dans  T^tat  actuel  des  choses  k  as- 
surer aux  nations  les  a?antages  relatifs  auxquels  elles  ont  des  droits,  et  au 
moycn  desquels  on  peut  plus  raisonnabloment  espc^rer  une  paix  et  une  Con- 
corde fondee  sur  Taptitude  k  la  maintenir  entre  les  grands  ^tats.  On  finira 
par  observer  que  I'intervention  d*uu  mediateur  dans  toute  discussion  est  sans 
doute  k  desirer,  et  peut  devenir  salutaire,  ioutes  les  fois  qu'elle  sort  k  rap- 
procher  les  esprits.  Dans  le  cas  contraire  11  est  pre'f<^nible  de  Inisser  aux  par- 
tics  interessces  le  soin  de  dcbattre  leurs  diffe'rens,  et  de  s'expliquer  entre  elles 
surtout  lorsque  une  intiniite  et  une  confiance  reciproque  constitue  le  principo 
le  plus  actif  de  leurs  negociations. 

Le  ventuble  caractiire  de  conciliateur  convient  sans  doute  dminemment  k  la 
Grande  Bretagne,  et  ses  ministres,  en  le  soutenant  dans  toute  sa  purete,  pour- 
rout  rendre  les  plus  grands  services  k  la  cause  do  TEurope  et  de  riiumanit^ 
entibre. 


II. 

21  Nov.,  1814. 

11  est  connu  jusqult  quel  point  Ton  peut  faire  fond  sur  des  tables  statistiques : 
leur  validite  n'est  jamais  complette ;  et  celles  quo  citent  le  Mdmoire  Anglais 
n*ont  pas  droit  k  plus  d'authenticite  que  celles  qu'il  veut  combattre. 

Gependant  lauteur  a  cte  fortement  induit  en  erreur  par  les  sources  qu'il  a 
consul  tees  relutivement  au  rovenu  des  Salines  do  Wieliczka,  qui  pent  so  veri- 
fier avec  plus  do  certitude  que  d  autrcs  objets  de  statistique.  Les  budgets 
annucls  du  Duclid  sont  connu,  et  on  pourra  y  trouver  la  preuvo  que  le  gou- 
vemement  de  ce  Ducbe',  ayant  le  monopole  de  la  vcnto  du  sel,  en  rctiroit  an- 
nuellcment  jusqu'k  neuf  millions  de  florins  de  Pologne  de  revenu  net.  L'Au- 
triclic,  en  vertu  d'uu  contrat  de  femie  conclu  pour  liuit  ans.  foumissoit  au 
Duclie'  450,000  quintaux  de  sel,  et  elle  avoit  dejk  reconnu  que  cette  quantity 
no  rcpondoit  pas  k  la  moitie  des  salines  appartcnant  au  Ducb<5,  d  autant  quo 
de  nouveaux  travaux  pouvoient  considerablement  augmenter  Texploitation 
annuelle  de  sel,  dont  le  gouvemement  du  Duche  pouvoit  pour  sa  part  reprendre 
radministration.  Gonscquemment  la  somme  de  3,000,000  de  florins  d'Alle- 
magne  n'est  rien  moins  qu'exagdr^* ;  surtout  quand  on  y  ajoute  le  revenu  des 
fondieres  do  soufire  de  Swortzowice. 

Pour  cc  qui  est  de  la  population,  dont  les  calculs  ne  sont  pas  dgalement 
faciles  k  vdrifier,  Ton  peut  affirmcr,  sans  avoir  rceours  k  un  deguisement  dont 
on  n'a  nul  besoin  de  se  scrvir,  que  d'apres  I'etat  actuel  de  ce  Duche,  et  avec  les 
cessions  que  rEmpercur  est  disposd  k  faire,  il  ne  gardora  dans  co  pays  que 
deux  millions  et  quelques  cent  millo  ftmes  au  plus. 


IIL       TObUMQNb 


446  MEMORANDUM  BY  THE  EMPEROB  OP  RUSSIA.  Not.,1814. 

m. 

Tableau  des  Possessions  de  la  Btmie  en  Pchgne. 

La  Rnssic  possMc  do  Tancienno  Pologno  les  goaveroementa  de — 

Fopnlatioii. 

MohUow       795.000 

Witepsk       745,000 

Minsk 890,000 

Wilna 816,000 

Grodno 546,000 

Volhinio       1,158,000 

Podolio 1,197,000 

liCtCourlando      405,000 

Par  lo  Traite  do  Tilsit  tine  portie  du  corcle  de  Bia- 
lyBtock      162,000 

Par  lo  Truite  de  Vienne,  eu  1809,  dans  la  Galicio 
Oriontalo 400,000 

Total  do  80S  possessions  actuelles    . .      7,114, 000 
EUo  reclame  do  plus  la  plus  grande  partie  du  Duclid 
do  Yarsoyie,  dont  la  population  monte  k    ..      ..      4,334,600 

Co  qui  porteroit  les  acquisitions  do  la  Rusde  en  Po- 
logno depuis  1772  k  moyennant  ce  quo  serait 
donncklaPrusseoukrAutriche        11,448,600 

La  Prusso  no  possedait  en  Pologfie,  apres  la  paix 
de  Tilsit,  quo — 

1 .  Dans  la  Prusso  Occidentalo . .      . .  37G ,  089 

2.  Dans  la  Lithuauio 365,851 

741,940 

L'Autriche,  apr^  la  paix  do  Vienne,  1809,  dans  la 

Galicio  Oricntalo 2,962,400 

Tons  les  Etats  Polouais  comprennont  par  cons^ 
qucnt  aujourd'hui  une  population  do 15,152,940 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duhc  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  21st  Nov.,  1814. 

I  send  you,  under  a  fi3ring  seal,  my  diplomatic  budget  since  1  last  wrote. 
You  will  trace  some  indications  of  light  on  the  horizon,  but  we  must  not 
too  sanguinely  calculate  upon  a  change  of  substance  because  our  intercourse 
has  assumed  a  more  becoming  exterior.  However,  it  is  something  to  find 
that  we  are  allowed  to  treaty  and  not  bound  to  receive  the  £mperor*s  plea- 
sure as  law. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  your  most  useful  and 
seasonable  co-operation.  You  have  succeeded  in  rendering  the  French 
influence  here  much  more  accommodating ;  and  if  I  have  not  been  able  to 
bring  the  Prince  de  Talleyrand  to  the  point  of  common  exertion,  His  High- 
ness has  been  to  me  personally  most  obliging  and  conciliatory,  and  has 
ceased  to  thwart  me  as  he  did,  possibly  unintentionally,  at  first. 
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The  day  after  I  received  your  letter  of  the  7th,  Prince  Talleyrand  called 
on  mc  when  I  was  from  home.  I  happened  to  dine  with  him  that  day, 
and  we  fixed  an  interview  for  the  following  morning.  As  my  hopes  of 
Prussia  had  considenihly  abated,  I  could  not  give  him  much  assurance  of 
the  progress  I  was  making.  I  gave  him  the  general  outline  of  the  state 
in  which  things  were,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  from  him  his  ideas  upon 
the  future  conduct  of  the  negotiation.  Ho  spoke  apparently  with  open- 
ness, his  mind  always  returning  to  the  old  notion  of  urging  Austria 
to  finish  the  Polish  question  as  well  as  she  could,  and  then  to  turn 
the  whole  combination  upon  Saxony.  In  judging  of  the  correctness  of 
Talleyrand's  reports  to  his  government  of  my  conduct,  it  is  but  fair  to 
observe  that  I  have  not  deemed  it  pmdent  to  disclose  to  him  my  opera- 
tions in  detail,  finding  that  he  was  not  always  discreet,  and  that  I  should 
lose  useful  influence  in  other  quarters  if  I  was  understood  to  be  in  too  close 
confidence  with  the  French  minister.  I  have  endeavoured,  however,  to 
treat  him  with  all  possible  regard,  and  to  keep  him  generally  informed  of 
my  endeavours  to  promote  our  common  objects.  He  is  become  infinitely 
more  accommodating  in  our  general  conferences  than  at  the  outset. 

It  sounds  incredible,  if  it  is  not  a  proof  of  Talleyrand's  systematic 
reserve,  that  he  should  ti-cat  the  notion  of  any  agitation  at  Paris  as  wholly 
unfounded. 

Happening  to  hear  of  General  Ihifourgues'  arrest  from  Prince  Harden- 
berg,  I  inquired  what  the  fact  was  upon  the  authority  of  the  Prussian 
reports,  without  quoting  yours.  He  said  the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  been 
circulating  such  a  story  at  a  ball  the  night  before,  but  he  gave  it  no  credit ; 
at  least  he  assured  mo  that  he  had  letters  from  the  King,  from  M.  de  Blacas, 
and  M.  Jaucourt,  from  the  4th  to  the  9th  inclusive,  none  of  which  mentioned 
the  subject.  His  Highness  did  not,  however,  succeed  in  quieting  my 
apprehensions  on  this  point,  however  silent  I  was  on  the  subject  of  them 
to  him. 

I  need  not  express  to  you  how  deeply  I  enter  into  them,  and  bow 

anxious  I  must  feel  that  the  decision  with  relation  to  them  may  be  for 

the  best.    Your  devotion  to  the  public  service  does  you  the  greatest 

honour. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  &c., 

Castlebbaoh. 


Viscount  CastUreagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  dead  LlVEBPOOL,  Vienna,  21st  Nov.,  1814. 

You  may  wish  to  receive,  in  a  private  letter,  such  speculations  as  to  the 
possible  turn  of  matters  hero  as  I  can  send  you. 

With  respect  to  the  Polish  question,  you  must  always  combine  it,  to  a 
certain  degree,  with  that  of  Saxony,  as  Austria  can  ill  afibrd  to  bo  foiled 
on  both  these  points.  The  failure  of  Prussia  to  execute  the  concert  as 
arranged,  naturally  threw  back  the  negotiation  between  the  two  Courts 
into  the  state  of  embarrassment  from  which  I  had  laboured  to  extricate  it. 
Austria  no  sooner  saw^  or  thought  she  saw,  that  she  was  abandoned  by 
Pnissia,  than  her  disposition  to  resist  the  Saxon  arrangement  revived.    It 
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is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  many  of  their  ofBcers,  and,  I  may  add,  ministers, 
that,  rather  than  have  the  Russians  at  Craoovie  and  the  Pmssians  ftt 
Drt'sden,  they  had  better  risk  a  war  with  such  support  as  they  can  get. 

Whether  this  is  a  sound  opinion  is  another  question  ;  but,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  war  tone  was  much  augmented  amongst  the  Austrians  imme- 
diately subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  Prince  Hardenberg's  memoiandum, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  dislocation  of  their  troops  was  ordered 
in  consequence. 

Prince  Mettemich  told  me  that,  in  his  interview  with  Prince  Harden- 
1x?rg,  he  had  opened  himself  unreservedly,  and  declared  to  him  that  no 
Austrian  minister  could  sign  a  treaty  giving  way  on  Poland,  Saxony,  and 
Maycnce ;  and  urging  him  to  modify  liis  views  on  Saxony,  arguing  the 
imi)olicy  of  attempting  to  extinguish  totally  that  monarchy,  against  the 
declared  purix)se  of  France  and  the  prevailing  feeling  of  Germany. 

I  need  not  trouble  you  with  the  various  arguments  which  I  understand 
have  been  brought  forward  on  the  present  critical  state  of  the  negotiation. 
It  is  enough  to  give  you  the  opinions  of  the  two  chiefs.  Prince  Harden- 
berg  told  me  last  night  that  he  thought  it  would  end  in  an  arrangem^ity 
and  that  Prince  Czartorinski  had  promised  him  to  urge  the  Emperor  to  make 
some  concessions.  IMnce  Mettemich  gave  mo  the  same  opinion,  and 
added  that  he  felt  assured  that  Prussia  would  listen  to  modifications  on  the 
Saxon  airangement,  to  which  his  Court  attached  the  greatest  importance. 
I  give  you  these  two  opinions  as  the  best,  indeed  the  only  means  I  possess 
of  forming  a  judgment,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  both  these  ministers 
are  sufficiently  sanguine  in  their  mode  of  viewing  things.  I  think  this 
question  must  now  be  brought  to  a  decision,  one  way  or  the  other,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days. 

Should  these  ideas  be  realised,  you  may  calculate  upon  an  immediate 
progress  in  matters  here.  I  have  cot  deemed  it  prudent  to  push  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  interests  to  a  decision  at  present,  considering  the  terri- 
tory on  the  left  of  the  Meuse  to  be  secured  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  without 
any  pretence  to  claim  a  surrender  of  liis  hereditary  possessions  in  Germany, 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  better  not  to  discuss  the  open  question  of 
military  frontier  beyond  the  Mouse  till  we  know  what  is  disposable. 
I  consider  the  projet  of  giving  Luxemburgh  to  Bavaria  as  non-avenu. 

The  affairs  of  Switzerland  are  in  progress,  but  nothing  finally  decided. 

In  Italy  we  have  nearly  settled  the  projet  for  imiting  Genoa  to  Pied- 
mont. You  will  receive  it  by  the  next  messenger.  Austria  seems  dis- 
posed to  restore  Parma  and  Plaisance  to  the  Queen  of  Etruria,  if  some 
compensation  can  be  found  for  Marie  Louise.  It  has  been  suggested  to 
charge  this  upon  the  Legations,  and  to  restore  the  remainder,  being  the 
greater  i>art,  to  the  Pope.  If  this  is  agreed  to,  we  must  try  to  make  the 
restoration  of  Oliveufa  to  Portugal  the  condition  of  Parma,  &o.,  being 
restored.  There  will  then  only  remain  the  point  of  Naples  to  decide,  on 
which  question  France  and  Spain  will  press  for  a  decision,  but  they  will 
not  object  to  take  it  last.  I  consider  the  Ionian  Islands  as  a  point  to  be 
reserved  for  decision,  in  connection  with  the  final  winding  up  of  all  arrange- 
ments, not  only  in  Italy,  but  elsewhere. 

The  Emjxjvgr's  illness  is  an  erysipelas,  brought  on  by  over-fatigue  aud 
cold.     He  has  dtmccd  without  inteiinission  the  whole  night,  and  almost 
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every  night,  sinoe  ho  came  to  Vieima,  in  the  hottest  rooms,  and  been  on 
horseback  early  the  following  morning.  The  disorder  will  probably  confine 
him  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Liverpool, 

Ever  most  sincerely  yonrsi 

Castlebeaqh. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marthal  the  Luke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  deab  Duke,  London,  2l8t  Nov.,  1814. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  18th ;  *  and  as  the 
government  can  have  no  idea  of  urging  you  to  do  anything  which  is  con- 
trary to  your  feelings,  and  repugnant  to  what  you  consider  as  due  to  your 
character,  I  have  only  to  desire  on  their  part  that  you  will  use  your  own 
discretion  both  as  to  the  time  of  your  leaving  Paris,  and  as  to  the  reason 
avowed  for  your  departure.  Though  we  cannot  refrain  from  looking  at 
your  present  situation  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  we  shall  be  perfectly 
ready  to  approve  and  support  your  determination,  whatever  it  may  be. 

I  would  not  lose  a  moment  in  returning  an  answer  to  your  letter,  and  I 
therefore  avoid  entering  into  particulars  on  this  or  any  other  subject  at 
this  time. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  most  sincerely  yours, 

LlYEBFOOL. 


To  Baron  Marchand.  [  822.  ] 

A  Paris,  22  Nov.,  1814. 

Le  Due  de  Wellington  a  eu  Thonneur  de  recevoir  la  lettre  do 
S.E.  Monsieur  le  Baron  Marchand  du  8  Novembre,  contenant 
les  reclamations  des  Sieurs  Bouillon  et  La  Forte,  Cebot  et  Fuel, 
pour  le  fourrage,  la  viande,  et  le  vin,  qui  resta  a  leur  charge 
apres  le  passage  des  troupes  Anglaises  au  mois  de  Juin. 

Le  Due  avoit  deja  re^u  des  representations  a  cet  eiFet  des 
Sieurs  Cibot  et  Fuel,  et  de  St.  Samie,  boulanger,  et  il  avoit 
charge  le  Commissaire-General  attache  a  cette  colonne  de  lui 
communiquer  tons  les  renseignemens  possibles  sur  la  justice  de 
leur  demande. 

Le  Due  a  maintenant  I'honneur  de  remettre  a  S.E.  Monsieur 
le  Baron  Marchand  les  comptes  des  Sieurs  Cibot  et  Fuel,  et  en 
meme  temps  de  lui  transmettre  le  rapport  qu*il  a  re^u  de  Mon- 
sieur Boys,  qui  fera  voir  a  Monsieur  le  Baron  que  ses  reclama- 

♦  Bee  p.  435. 
VOL.  IX.  %  ^ 
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lions  et  celle  de  St.  Sarnie  ne  sont  pas  bien  fondees,  et  que  les 
foumisseurs  furent  instruits  par  le  Commissaire  qui  parcourat 
la  colonne  du  nombre  des  rations  de  provisions  et  de  fourrage 
qui  seroient  requises. 

Quoique  la  reponse  de  Monsieur  Boys  paroit  decisive  sur 
toutcs  les  demandes  qu'on  pent  oflrir  de  cette  espece«  le  Due, 
d^irant  montrer  a  ces  individus  qu'il  ne  refuse  pas  a  leur  de- 
mande  sans  en  avoir  raison,  a  envoye  a  Monsieur  Boys  les 
comptes  des  Sieurs  Bouillon  et  La  Forte,  et  le  moment  qu'il 
re^oit  sa  reponse  il  s'empressera  de  la  transmettre  k  S.E.  le 
Baron  Marchand. 


[  823.  ]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  24th  Not,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st,  and  I  am  very  glad 
that  you  have  thus  decided.  Since  I  wrote  to  you  I  have  re- 
ceived several  intimations  of  the  injury  which  would  result  to 
the  Royal  Family  from  my  departure,  but  none  of  them,  nor 
their  ministers,  have  said  one  word  to  me  on  the  subject.  I 
likewise  heard  yesterday  that  it  was  reported  I  was  about  to 
depart,  as  I  entertained  apprehensions  for  my  personal  safety. 
In  a  little  time  these  reports  will  be  forgotten,  and  you  may 
depend  upon  my  taking  the  earliest  opportunity  of  quitting 
Paris. 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  take  an  op- 
portunity of  contradicting  the  reports  which  have  been  published 
in  all  the  newspapers,  as  if  by  authority,  that  I  have  been  ill 
treated  by  the  King  and  his  Ministers,  and  that  I  am  on  bad 
terms  with  the  Marshals.  Nothing  can  be  more  unfounded. 
It  is  impossible  to  be  on  better  terms  than  I  am  with  the  King 
and  all  his  family,  and  his  Ministers,  Marshals,  &c. ;  wherever 
I  go  I  am  treated  with  the  greate3t  attention ;  and  the  eager- 
ness of  all  descriptions  of  persons  to  come  to  this  house  is 
astonishing.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  that  I  ought  to  be 
withdrawn,  and  I'll  go  as  soon  as  I  shall  think  I  can  with  credit 
to  the  government  and  myself. 

Believe  me,  &c.y 

Wellikgton. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  deab  Lobd,  Vienna,  25th  Nor.,  1814. 

I  send  my  report  home  of  sucli  events  as  have  passed  since  I  last  wrote. 

I  add  a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  to 
remain  with  you  in  case  you  should  wish,  through  Monsieur  de  Blacas,  to 
afford  to  the  King  this  proof  that,  whatever  may  be  the  issue,  I  have  not 
failed  to  do  my  best. 

I  have  allowed  Prince  Talleyrand  to  peruse  these  papers,  and  he  may 
probably  have  spoken  of  them  to  his  government.  I  should  be  glad  if  His 
Majesty,  if  he  sees  them,  were  informed  in  what  manner  the  correspondence 
arose,  and  that  it  was  the  close,  and  not  the  commencement,  of  a  long 
intercourse  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  has  reference. 

Believe  me  to  be  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Castlereagh. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  deab  Lobd,  Vienna,  25th  Nov.,  1814. 

The  insinuation  with  which  the  Emx)eror*s  last  memorandum  closes,  that 
the  intervention  of  Great  Britain  in  the  questions  pending  between  him 
and  his  allies  had  not  been  conducted  in  the  true  spirit  of  mediation, 
induces  me  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  observations  on  this  subject. 

If  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  had  been  the  first  and  only 
description  of  proceeding  on  this  subject;,  the  observation  might  have  been 
just ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  almost  from  the  period  of  my  arrival  at  the 
Allied  head-quarters  in  January  last  I  have,  at  the  instance  of  the  two  Allied 
Courts,  been  employed  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  the  Emperor  more 
precisely  to  explain  himself,  and  to  adopt  a  course  with  respect  to  Poland 
less  alarming  to  their  interest.  That  this  task  was  performed  in  a  manner 
sufficiently  conciliatory  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  is  evident  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  Emperor  has  always  received  me ;  but  that  it  was 
wholly  abortive  to  its  object  is  also  proved  from  this  simple  fact,  that  the 
memorandum  in  question  is  the  very  first  instance  in  which  the  question 
has  been  rendered,  on  the  part  of  Russia,  avowedly  one  of  negotiation. 

In  all  my  interviews,  as  well  as  in  the  first  paper  received  from  the 
Emperor,  it  was  treated  as  a  question  upon  which  Russia  was  alone  to 
pronounce,  fiis  Imperial  Majesty*8  language  uniformly  was,  "  Je  donnerai 
CO  qu'il  faut  a  la  Prusse,  mais  je  ne  donnerai  pas  un  village  ik  TAutriche. 
J*ai  conquis  le  Duche,  et  j*ai  480,000  hommes  k  le  garder."  Having,  in 
successive  interviews  during  the  campaign,  at  Paris,  in  London,  and  in  two 
long  audiences  since  His  Imperial  Majesty's  arrival  at  Vienna,  employed 
in  vain  every  conciliatory  representation  to  place  the  question  upon  a 
footing  to  which  a  mediation  could  be  applicable,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
the  only  remaining  hope  was  to  try  so  to  place  the  argument  upon  the 
treaties  before  him  and  upon  the  general  aspect  of  his  decision,  as  to 
awaken  his  mind  to  a  sense  of  the  possible  consequences  to  which  hia 
Qonduct  might  lead. 
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I  was  aware  that  this  might  place  me,  as  the  Prince  Regent's  Miuister, 
on  a  less  satisfactory  footing  with  the  Emperor,  and  render  my  position 
less  available  for  purposes  of  mediation  ;  but  where  there  appeared  nothing 
upon  which  a  mediation  could  be  built,  this  was,  comparatively,  a  small 
inconvenience ;  whereas,  in  giving  to  my  representations  a  more  decided 
and  more  earnest  tone,  my  appui  became  the  more  authoritative  for 
Austria  and  Prussia  to  found  a  negotiation  upon. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result,  I  am  confident  the  Emperor  would  never 
have  submitted  himself  to  a  negotiation  at  all  if  this  course  had  not  been 
adopted,  but  would  have  stood  firm  upon  the  despotism  of  his  military 
tenure.  The  fruits  that  may  result  from  this  concession  may  be  small  or 
none,  but  it  is  something  to  bring  him  down  in  doctrine  to  a  level  with 
other  Powers ;  and  although,  from  my  experience  of  His  Imperial  Majesty *s 
character,  I  expect  nothing  from  his  friendship  to  his  allies,  and  as  little 
from  his  generosity  or  his  sense  of  justice,  yet  I  still  hop6  for  something 
from  his  fears.  The  general  sentiment  of  dissatisfaction  and  alarm  occa- 
sioned by  his  conduct  is  becoming  too  strong  and  too  universal  to  be  any 
longer  a  secret  from  him.  It  exists  extensively  amongst  his  own  subjects, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  fact  has  not  been  concealed  from 
him.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  profiting  by  the  reflections  for 
which  his  illness  has  afforded  an  occasion,  perhaps  His  Imperial  Majesty 
may  moderate  his  pretensions ;  in  which  case,  with  all  the  motives  for 
peace  that  present  themselves,  and  the  danger  of  a  new  war  arising  out  of 
a  speculative  rather  than  an  actual  danger,  it  certainly  will  not  be  my  dis- 
position to  push  him  to  extremity  upon  the  conditions.  The  moral  advan- 
tage of  gaining  something  against  such  lofty  pretensions  is  not  inconsiderable 
in  itself:  it  may  give  a  check  at  the  outset  to  a  career  to  which  passive 
submission  might  have  added  an  additional  impulse.  If  Prussia  and 
Austria  could  have  taken  a  tone  of  authority  together,  I  should  have 
thought  the  precise  terms  obtained  of  still  less  importance.  I  am  afraid 
His  Imperial  Majesty  has  now  ascertained  the  subserviency  of  one  of  his 
allies,  and  will  presume  upon  it. 

Believe  me  to  be  ever,  with  great  truth,  my  dear  Lord, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Cabtlbbeagh. 


H.  Ooulbum,  Esq.,  to  Earl  Bathurst, 


Mt  dear  Lord,  Ghent,  25lh  Nov.,  1814. 

I  received  to-day,  within  a  very  few  hours  of  each  other,  your  three 
letters  of  the  21st  and  22nd.  I  need  not  trouble  you  with  the  expression 
of  my  sincere  regret  at  the  alternative  which  the  government  feels  itself 
compelled  by  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  to  adopt  with  respect  to 
America.  You  know  that  I  was  never  mtich  inclined  to  gtre  way  lu'lhe 
Americans :  I  am  still  less  inclined  to  do  so  after  the  statement  of  our 
demands  with  which  the  negotiation  oi)ened,  and  which  has  in  every 
point  of  view  proved  most  unfortunate.  Believing,  however,  in  the 
necessity  of  the  measure,  you  may  rely  upon  our  doing  our  utmost  to 
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bring  the  negotiation  to  a  speedy  issue ;  but  I  confess  I  shall  be  much 
surprised  if  the  Americans  do  not,  by  cavilling  and  long  debate  upon  every 
alteration  proposed  by  us,  contrive  to  keep  us  in  suspense  for  a  longer  time 
than  under  present  circumstances  is  desirable. 

Had  we  never  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  at  all,  I  think  that 
we  might  have  argued  the  exclusion  of  the  Americans  from  them  on  the 
general  principle  stated  by  Sir  W.  Scott  and  Sir  C.  Robinson  ;  but  having 
once  brought  forward  the  subject,  having  thus  implied  that  we  had  (what 
Lord  Castlereagh  seemed  really  to  have)  a  doubt  of  this  principle,  having 
received  from  the  American  plenipotentiaries  a  declaration  of  what  they 
consider  to  be  their  right  in  this  particular,  and  having  left  that  declaration 
without  an  answer,  I  entirely  concur  in  your  opinion  that  we  do  practically 
admit  the  Americans  to  the  fisheries  as  they  enjoyed  them  before  the  war, 
and  shall  not  without  a  new  war  be  able  to  exclude  them.  I  ought  to 
add,  however,  that  Dr.  Adams  and  Lord  Gambier  do  not  agree  in  this 
opinion.  You  do  us  but  justice  in  supposing  that,  without  positive  in- 
structions, we  shall  not  admit  any  article  in  &vour  of  the  American  fishery, 
even  if  any  such  should  be  brought  forward  by  them :  indeed,  we  did  not 
At  all  understand  your  letter,  either  public  or  private,  as  implying  any  such 
concession. 

It  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  send  you  to-night  a  copy  of  the  note  and 
amended  projet  which  we  propose  sending  to  the  Americans  to-morrow. 
We  have  not  made  any  material  alterations  beyond  those  pointed  out  by 
you.  The  principal  alteration  is  in  the  article  respecting  an  amnesty.  We 
thought  it  better  not  to  ground  its  inadmissibility  upon  the  mode  in  which 
it  was  worded,  because  that  might  operate  as  an  invitation  to  propose  some 
article  on  the  subject ;  whereas  by  rejecting  the  article  altogether,  though 
in  terms  less  definitive  than  those  applied  to  the  other  articles,  we  give 
ourselves  a  chance  of  their  not  proposing  another,  though,  in  the  event  of 
their  doing  so,  we  are  not  precluded  from  discussing  it.  In  the  articles 
which  stipulate  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  we  have  uniformly 
introduced  words  to  provide  for  the  case  of  a  Commissioner  refusing  to 
act,  a  mode  of  evasion  which  the  Americans  are  not  unlikely  to  resort  to. 
The  arrangement  as  it  now  stands  certainly  gives  a  better  chance  of  a  fair 
decision  upon  disputed  points,  if  it  can  be  carried  into  effect ;  but  I  fear 
it  will  be  difficult  to  find  any  Sovereign  willing  to  peruse  the  reports 
of  two  Commissioners  upon  such  insignificant  points,  and  to  decide  their 
differences. 

We  understand  your  intention  with  respect  to  the  Passamaquoddy 
islands  to  be  that,  until  the  right  to  them  is  decided,  we  should  retain 
possession  of  them.  The  Americans  will  undoubtedly  fight  hard  to  get 
possession  in  the  first  instance,  and  therefore  if  we  have  mistaken  your 
intention  upon  this  point,  we  should  be  obliged  to  you  to  give  us  an  early 
intimation  of  it. 

It  will  not  be  a  very  easy  task  to  find  a  proper  successor  to  Sir  G« 
Prevost,  nor  will  the  officer  who  undertakes  it  have  a  pleasant  situation. 
The  differences  which  appear  now  to  prevail  between  the  officers  of  the 
naval  and  military  service,  when  added  to  the  system  of  thwarting  and 
abusing  the  Governor  which  has  long  prevailed  in  Canada,  must  impede 
the  exertions  of  any  officer,  however  distinguished.  I  am  glad  that  Sir  G. 
Prevost  is  recalled.    The  affair  at  Plattsburgb  is  to  me  «1\\V  \»aicRft>xDiNais^^^ 
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and  I  am,  though  perhaps  unjustly,  ^sposed  to  give  weight  to  the  diarges 
brought  forward  by  Sir  J.  Yeo. 

I  thank  you  for  the  article  in  the  'Times.*  The  writer  of  the  New 
York  paper  writes  with  more  reason  and  moderation  than  is  usual  on  that 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  I  had  till  I  came  here  no  idea  of  the  fixed  deter- 
mination which  prevails  in  the  breast  of  every  American  to  extirpate  ihe 
Indians  and  appropriate  their  territory ;  but  I  am  now  sure  that  there  is 
nothing  which  the  people  of  America  would  so  reluctantly  abandon  as  what 
they  are  pleased  to  call  their  natural  right  to  do  so. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  most  faithfully, 

Henbt  Goulbubk. 


[  824.  ]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  ' 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Paris,  26th  Nov.,  1814. 

Sir  Robert  Kennedy  has  sent  me  an  account  of  the  conversa- 
tion he  had  had  with  your  Lordship  and  Mr.  Vansittart  regarding 
his  promotion  to  be  a  Baronet,  and  he  has  since  informed  me 
that  he  has  reason  to  be  apprehensive  that  he  is  not  to  be  pro- 
moted upon  the  next  occasion  at  which  persons  are  to  be  pro- 
moted to  that  rank. 

Sir  Robert  Kennedy  has  already  given  your  Lordship  so 
many  testimonies  of  his  merits  that  I  have  nothing  more  to  say 
upon  the  subject.  It  appears  that  he  has  given  in  all  his  ac- 
counts ;  and  I  beg  to  observe  that  the  period  of  their  being 
passed  does  not  depend  upon  him,  and  that  it  would  be  hard 
upon  him  if  his  reward  were  to  be  withholden  when  all  objections 
to  him  by  his  superiors  were  at  an  end,  because  a  defective 
public  arrangement  prevents  his  accounts  from  being  passed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  does  not  persist  in  his  ob- 
jection to  Sir  Robert  Kennedy.  If  he  did,  I  should  say  the 
objection  ought  to  be  made  to  me,  who  gave  Sir  Robert  the 
orders  under  which  he  acted,  and  to  Lord  Bathurst,  who  ap- 
proved of  those  orders. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Lordship  will  extend  your  pro- 
tection to  this  deserving  public  servant 

When  I  was  in  England  I  sent  you  an  application  from 
Mrs.  Coghlan,  the  mother  of  the  late  Colonel  Coghlan,  of  the 
61st,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Toulouse.  I  shall  be  very  much 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether  you  can  do  any- 
thing for  her. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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[Ekclosure.] 
The  Earl  i>f  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  qf  WeUington, 

Mt  dear  Duke,  Fife  Hoiue,  6th  Dec,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  respecting  Sir  Robert  Kennedy.  I  was  in 
hopes  the  explanation  which  I  had  given  to  him  when  I  saw  him  some 
weeks  ago  would  have  satisfied  him,  but  I  had  since  hijard  from  Arbuthnofc 
that  he  had  applied  to  you  again  upon  the  same  subject,  and  I  desired 
Arbnthnot  therefore  to  write  to  you  and  exfdain  to  you  the  difficulties  in 
which  this  application  really  places  me. 

I  told  Sir  R.  Kennedy  when  I  saw  him  that  I  was  ready  to  give  him 
every  assurance  that  as  soon  as  his  accounts  were  passed  your  recommenda- 
tion should  be  carried  into  effect  ^  but  that  I  felt  I  was  exposing  myself,  not 
unjustly,  to  some  degree  of  censiu^  if  a  different  course  was  adopted  in  his 
instance  from  that  which  had  been  followed  in  the  case  of  Sir  Brook 
Watson,  who  had  always  been  acknowledged  to  have  been  a  meet  honest 
and  able  servant  of  the  public  in  the  same  line,  and  who  had  himself  dis- 
claimed receiving  any  mark  of  public  a])probation  for  his  sei'vices  until 
after  his  accounts  had  been  passed.  The  difiBcultics  in  this  respect  are  cer- 
tainly not  diminished  in  consequence  of  a  notice  having  been  given  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  a  motion  respecting  the  Commissariat  after  the  recess ; 
and  it  has  been  invariably  the  rule  under  such  circumstances,  even  with 
respect  to  individuals  of  the  highest  character  and  of  the  most  approval 
services,  to  suspend  the  conferring  of  rewards  until  either  the  motion  was 
abandoned,  or  that  it  was  brought  to  some  decision. 

I  must  further  observe  that  I  understand  Sir  Robert  Kennedy's  accounts 
have  been  given  in,  and  that,  according  to  his  own  report,  many  months 
cannot  elapse  before  they  will  be  settled. 

You  will  understand  that  I  am  not  by  any  means  desirous  of  depriving 
Sir  Robert  Kennedy  of  the  honour  he  solicits.  I  am,  on  the  contrary, 
ready  to  give  the  most  positive  assurance  in  my  power  that  at  the  prc^)er 
time  it  shall  be  conferred  upon  him ;  but  I  think  it  would  not  be  creditable 
to  the  government,  and  still  less  creditable  to  him,  that  he  should  press 
his  pretensions  at  the  present  moment. 

I  enclose  a  note  which  my  private  secretary  has  received  from  Mr.  Lukin,  of 
the  War  Office,  by  which  you  will  see  that  your  recommendation  in  favour 
of  Mrs.  Coghlan  was  attended  to  at  the  time,  and  a  pension  aocordinglj 
granted  to  her. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

LiTERPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marehal  the  Duke  <f  Wellington. 

Mt  dear  Duke,  Fife  House,  26th  Nov.,  1814. 

I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  not  to  any  person  connected  with  the  govern- 
ment that  you  are  to  ascribe  the  paragraphs  which  you  have  seen  in  the 
English  newspapers  respecting  your  present  situation  at  Paris.  We  have 
been  most  deeply  concerned  at  these  publications ;  but  the  truth  is,  every 
individual  who  has  recently  arrived  from  France  speaks  o^Kiul^  <^t^  ^^ 
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subject ;  and  although  General  Macaulay  assured  me  that  he  liad  talked 
only  to  one  person,  in  whom  he  could  safely  confide,  and  that  I  might 
entirely  trust  his  discretion,  I  have  since  had  reason  to  know  that  he  has 
communicated  his  apprehensions  regarding  you  to  several  others  nncon- 
nected  with  government,  and  that  his  authority  is  quoted  for  the  truth  of 
some  of  the  statements  which  have  been  made  public. 

The  English  newspapers  will  have  given  you  full  information  of  the 
publications  which  have  taken  place  in  America  of  the  first  conferences  at 
Ghent.  Mr.  Madison  has  acted  most  scandalously  in  making  this  com- 
munication at  the  time  he  did ;  and  his  letter  to  the  Congress,  which 
conveys  the  papers,  contains  a  gross  falsehood.  We  have  no  means  of 
knowing  what  are  the  instructions  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
American  Commissioners  by  the  Fingaly  but  we  sent  an  answer  to  their 
last  note  and  projet  on  Monday  ;  and  a  few  days  will  therefore  inform  us 
whether  we  are  likely  to  have  ])eace,  or  whether  the  American  government 
will  have  advanced  new  pretensions  in  consequence  of  the  clamour  whidi 
they  have  excited  throughout  the  country  on  account  of  the  demands 
brought  forward  by  us  in  the  month  of  August. 

We  are  very  much  distressed  at  the  last  accounts  we  have  received  from 
Vienna.  The  course  which  the  negotiation  has  taken  is  particularly  em- 
barrassing. Lord  Castlereagh  has  been  substantially  right  in  all  his  points ; 
but  I  wish  we  had  not  been  made  so  much  principals  in  the  Polish  ques- 
tion. I  never  thought  that  question  could  be  satisfactorily  settled  after  it 
had  once  become  a  subject  of  contest. 

If  the  arrangements  respecting  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  could  have  been 
quietly  agreed  upon  amongst  the  three  Powers,  as  the  result  of  the  Treaty 
of  Kalisch;  and  of  that  of  the  9th  of  September,  1813,  there  need  have 
been  no  difficulty  on  the  subject.  It  would  in  that  case  have  been  wholly 
unnecessary,  and,  I  think,  very  imprudent,  for  us  to  have  ever  started  the 
idea  of  Poland  or  of  Polish  independency.  This  question  has,  however, 
now  been  forced  upon  us  all  by  Russia.  It  would  be  visionary  to  suppose 
that  Poland  can  really  be  established,  after  all  that  has  passed,  as  an  inde- 
pendent country  ;  and  we  are  thus  brought  practically  to  struggle  for  a 
question  of  partition,  which  is  always  odious  in  itself,  in  which  we  might 
have  acquiesced  as  the  result  of  former  engagements,  but  for  which  it  is 
painful  to  be  obliged  to  contend  on  any  other  ground.  Whatever  may  be 
the  result  of  this  question,  I  sincerely  hope,  however,  that  there  will  be  no 
war  on  the  Continent.  It  may  be  quite  true  that  if  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
does  not  relax  in  his  pretensions,  the  peace  of  Europe  may  not  be  of  long 
duration  ;  but  considering  the  present  state  of  France,  of  the  Low  Countries, 
and  of  Italy,  I  should  regard  a  peace  for  two  or  three  years  as  a  great 
blessing.  It  might  reasonably  be  expected  that  during  that  time  the  revo* 
lutionary  spirit  in  those  countries  would  in  a  great  degree  evaporate ;  that 
the  restored  Sovereigns  would  find  the  means  of  consolidating  their 
authority ;  that  the  populations  would  return  to  peaceful  habits ;  and  that 
if  a  war  should  then  arise,  it  would  not  be  a  revolutionary  war,  but  that 
-it  would  resemble  in  its  character  and  effects  those  wars  which  occurred  in 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  before  the  commencement  of  the 
French  Revolution, 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 

LlYBBPOOL. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  CasiUreagh, 

My  DEAB  Cabtlereagh,  Fife  House,  27th  Nor.,  1814. 

We  liave  all  been  very  much  surprised  at  the  account  which  has  been 
published  in  the  foreign  newspapers  of  what  passed  at  Dresden  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  month,  upon  Prince  Repnin  delivering  over  the  administra- 
tion of  Saxony  to  the  Prussian  authorities. 

We  imderstood  by  your  despatch  of  the  9th  October  that  you  had  agreed 
to  the  provisional  occupation  of  Saxony  by  Prussia,  but  that  you  had  con- 
sented to  the  eventual  annexation  of  that  country  to  the  Prussian  dominions 
only  conditionally ;  and  the  conditions  on  which  that  annexation  was  to 
take  place  had  not  certainly  at  the  time  to  which  I  refer  been  complied 
with. 

Even  if  you  had  stated  your  intention  of  agreeing  to  the  annexation 
unconditionally,  such  a  communication  could  only  have  been  confidential 
till  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  Congress,  and  it  was  not  decent, 
therefore,  that  the  annexation  should  be  announced  as  a  decided  point 
amongst  the  great  Powers  under  present  circumstances.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  is  really  a  trick  of  the  Russians  for  the  purpose  of  making  their 
own  point  of  Poland  more  secure,  and,  in  fact,  of  deciding  it  without  any 
reference  to  the  Congress.  I  submit  to  you,  therefore,  whether  some 
official  notice  should  be  taken  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding  of  Prince 
Repnin. 

Believe  me  to  be,  &c.y 

Liverpool. 


To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  [  825.  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris.  28th  Nov.,  1814. 

You  will  see  my  despatch  of  this  date  regarding  the  seizure 
of  Lord  Oxford's  papers ;  which  measure,  however  harsh,  was 
certainly  founded  upon  good  information  of  his  Lordship's  con- 
duct and  conversation,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  correspondence 
of  which  he  had  taken  charge. 

M.  de  Blacas  apprised  me  confidentially  of  the  intention  to 
s^ize  Lord  Oxford's  papers  before  it  was  carried  into  execution, 
and  he  has  this  morning  expressed  the  King's  desire  that  I 
should  acquaint  your  Lordship  confidentially  of  the  fact,  in  order 
that  the  Prince  Regent  might  be  aware  that  the  ELing  would  not 
have  ordered  such  a  measure  to  be  adopted  regarding  an  Eng- 
lishman without  previously  acquainting  me. 

It  is  desirable,  however,  that  this  fact  should  not  be  made  public 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 

Besides  the  papers  of  Lord  Oxford  the  papers  of  a  M. 
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Fihadral  have  been  seized,  who  had  letters  of  very  great  import- 
ance from  persons  here  to  persons  in  Italy. 


Parifl,  28th  Nov.,  1814. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  presents  his  compliments  to  the 
Earl  of  Oxford.  By  some  accident  the  letter  which  the  Duke 
wrote  to  the  French  Minister  yesterday  to  request  to  have  an 
audience  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  his  Lordship's  papers 
did  not  reach  the  Minister  till  12  at  night,  and  the  Duke 
therefore  did  not  see  him  till  this  day.  Five  o'clock  this  day 
is  the  time  appointed  for  one  of  the  gentlemen  attached  to  the 
embassy  to  attend  at  the  police  to  break  the  seals  upon  the 
papers,  and  to  return  to  his  Lordship  those  belonging  to  him ; 
and  if  the  Earl  of  Oxford  will  be  at  the  Duke's  house  at  a 
quarter  before  5,  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset  will  have  the  honour 
of  attending  him  to  the  Hotel  de  la  Police. 

Wellington. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUifigtan. 

My  dear  Duke,  Fife  House,  29th  Nov.,  1814. 

Having  just  received  the  enclosed  letter,  I  think  it  right  to  forward  it  to 
you.  As  it  furnishes  mo  with  no  clue  for  tracing  the  writer,  I  am  unable 
to  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  which  have  come  to  hia  knowledge 
on  the  suhject  of  his  communication. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 

LrVKBPOOL. 

[Enclosube.] 
"  A  Loyal  Subject "  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  Lord,  28th,  Eleventh  Month. 

Unlets  Duke  Wellington  is  instantly  recalled  from  France,  and  in  as  private 
a  manner  as  possible,  he  will  be  privately  assassinated  :  a  plot  is  forming  to 
complete  the  horrid  deed.  Pray  lose  no  time  in  despatching  a  messenger  to 
caution  him  to  be  on  his  guard.  I  dare  not  say  more,  as  my  life  is  now  in 
danger  from  my  absence.  I  landed  yesterday  from  France,  and  have  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  to  you  the  intention  of  the  enemies  of  my  good  old 
King.  Li  doing  this  I  think  I  have  discharged  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  King  and 
to  England  for  my  late  protection. 

My  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  devoted  humhle  servant, 

A  Loyal  SrajBcr. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marslial  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Lobd,  Vienna,  Dteember,  1814. 

By  my  last  letter  from  Lord  Liverpool  I  find  that  the  Parliament  has 
been  adjourned  to  the  9th  of  February,  as  the  latest  day  to  which  the 
recess  can  be  extended,  it  being  necessary,  before  the  25th  of  March,  to 
renew  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill  and  the  Property  Tax,  upon  the  latter  of 
which  measures  they  expect  to  encounter  very  considerable  opposition. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  course  of  the  debates  that  the  Opposition  are 
harassing,  especially  upon  points  of  foreign  politics.  Lord  Liverpool 
expects  that  this  game  will  be  pushed  with  increased  vigour  after  the  holi- 
days, if  our  business  here  should  then  be  unterminated  ;  in  which  case  it  is 
his  opinion,  and  that  of  the  government,  that  my  return  is  of  importance  ; 
and  he  suggests  for  my  consideration  the  expediency  of  my  being  in  Eng- 
land the  middle  of  February,  if  I  see  no  prospect  of  closing  the  whole 
here  within  that  time. 

In  order  that  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
my  colleagues,  I  must  look  to  some  arrangement  without  delay  to  take 
charge  of  the  conduct  of  the  business  here,  in  the  event  of  its  being  pro- 
tracted and  of  my  departure  ;  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  consulting  you  thus 
early  and  without  reserve  on  this  subject,  as  the  time  will  admit  of  my 
hearing  from  you  before  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  take  a  final  decision  upon 
my  movements. 

Would  you  feel  a  disinclination  in  this  case  to  replace  me  here  ?  There  is 
no  person  in  whom  the  government,  the  public,  or  myself  could  feel  the  same 
confidence ;  and  as  we  have  hitherto  been,  in  a  great  measure,  conducting  the 
negotiation  together,  the  business  would  be  more  familiar  to  you  than  to 
any  other  person.  Should  you  accept,  it  would  nevertheless  be  desirable 
that  we  should  pass  a  week  or  ten  days  here  together  before  my  departure. 

There  is  a  case,  however,  that  may  arise,  and  upon  which  I  should  wish 
beforehand  to  know  your  feeling,  viz.,  that  the  negotiation  on  all  the  im- 
portant points  may  be  terminated  before  my  departure ;  but  the  treaty  in 
all  its  details  may  not  be  perfected,  or,  if  perfected,  it  may  not  have  been 
submitted  in  form  to  Congress,  which  will  be  more  a  formality  (when 
approved  by  the  eight  Powers)  than  a  substantial  proceeding.  I  can  well 
conceive  that,  although  otherwise  disposed  to  lend  your  assistance,  you 
might  not  wish  to  engage  in  the  concern  under  these  circumstances.  I^y 
tell  me  your  feelings  without  reserve  upon  this  supposition.  In  the  event 
of  your  preferring  not  to  come  to  Vienna  in  such  a  late  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness, I  should  leave  Clancarty  and  the  two  other  plenipotentiaries  to  bring 
it  to  a  close.  In  short,  if  your  decision  would  depend  upon  mere  remaining 
points  of  substance  still  in  discussion,  I  will  endeavour,  as  the  period  ap- 
proaches, to  keep  you  more  precisely  informed  of  the  probability  of  this 
than  I  can  now  attempt  to  do. 

It  may,  however,  be  desirable  to  give  you  some  sketch  of  the  state  of  our 
business  at  present.  I  consider  the  Polish  question  as  settled  :  Pnissia  never 
contended  it  in  earnest,  and  Austria  consequently  has  yielded.  The  Saxou 
question  is  now  the  only  one  that  is  of  much  difficulty.  The  point  of 
Naples  being  one  of  principle,  and  not  of  detail,  cannot  lead  to  delay.  I 
should  think,  if  the  Prussian  xx>s8e8sion8  were  settled,  that  there  would  not 
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be  much  diflSculty  in  the  Prince  of  Orange's  arrangement,  or  in  the  other 
territorial  questions.  The  Swiss  Commission  will  report  this  week,  and 
that  for  the  north  of  Italy  is  in  progress.  There  is  another  nominated  to 
settle  precedence,  &c.,  amongst  ambassadors;  a  second  to  arrange  the 
navigation  upon  the  Rhine  and  other  rivers ;  and  a  third  to  be  charged 
with  the  business  of  the  slave  trade,  as  soon  as  I  receive  instnictionB  from 
home  on  the  Portuguese  demands.  The  Genoese  arrangement  is  com- 
pleted. This  will  give  you  a  sort  of  idea  of  the  extent  of  our  ooncema. 
Wliat  time  they  will  require,  it  is  impossible  yet  to  calculate.  The  Saxon 
point  is  apparently  the  only  one  of  much  difficulty,  or  that  can  lead  to 
serious  consequences. 

If  you  should  come  here,  you  would,  of  course,  be  entrusted  with  the 
same  latitude  of  discretion  that  I  now  exercise,  and  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  negotiation  be  exclusively  in  your  hands.  As  the  chief  plenipotentiary, 
you  would  find  the  others  useful  in  matters  referred  to  subordinate  com- 
missions to  report  upon,  but  they  take  no  part  in  transactions  between 
Cabinet  and  Cabinet.  I  can  venture  to  assure  you  they  will  all  work  most 
cordially  under  your  orders ;  and  we  find  that  without  such  means  of 
getting  rid  of  details,  hearing  Swiss  deputations,  &c.,  the  time  of  the  Chief 
Minister  would  be  wholly  thrown  away.  All  the  other  Powers,  except  Spain, 
have  more  than  one  Minister,  and  France  the  same  number  as  Great 
Britain. 

I  trouble  you  with  this  hasty  letter,  and  shall  write  further  as  soon  as  I 
can  judge  of  the  turn  things  here  are  likely  to  take. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Castlebeaoh. 


H,  Ooulbum,  Esq,^  to  Earl  Bathursi. 

My  DEAH  Lobd,  Ghent,  Ist  Dec.,  1814. 

We  have  been  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  closeted  with  the  American 
plenipotentiaries.  The  result  is  stated  in  our  public  despatch.  Knowing 
from  your  private  letters  the  anxiety  of  the  government  to  have  an  early 
and  favourable  termination  of  this  negotiation,  we  felt  ourselves  somewhat 
inclined  to  give  up  the  8th  Article  of  the  projet,  and  with  it  the  free  nan- 
gation  of  the  Mississippi,  more  particularly  as  we  had  obtained  from  the 
Americans  the  important  admission  that  our  right  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  and  their  right  to  the  fisheries  both  rest  on  the  footing  of  a 
stipulation  in  a  treaty ;  and  consequently  if  we  give  up  the  Mississippi,  we 
have  a  full  right  to  exclude  them  from  the  use  of  our  territory  for  purposes 
connected  with  the  fishery.  As,  however,  we  had  a  specific  instruction 
from  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  the  Mississippi,  confirmed  more 
recently  by  the  introduction  of  that  demand  into  the  projet  sent  lately  from 
home,  as  we  could  not  find  any  opening  for  the  exercise  of  any  discretion 
on  this  subject,  and  as  we  did  not  understand  what  were  the  advantages 
expected  from  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  home 
on  this  point. 

As  to  the  disputed  phrase  in  the  Ist  Article,  I  think  the  Americans 
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mean  to  jield  ;  but  we  should  be  equally  obliged  to  you  to  tell  us  (if  you 
have  not  already  done  so  in  reply  to  my  private  note  of  the  26th)  whether 
you  think  it  worth  insisting  upon,  as  we  may  be  mistaken  in  our  opinion 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Americans.  They  certainly  evinced  no  anxiety  to 
sign  the  treaty  now.  We  told  them  that  if  they  would  concede  the  disputed 
Article,  we  were  ready  to  sign  immediately ;  but  that  if  by  declining  they 
compelled  us  to  refer  home  upon  that  point,  we  must  be  understood  as  not 
being  bound  to  accede  to  the  Articles  already  agreed  to.  This,  however, 
produced  no  effect,  and  we  therefore  await  your  final  instructions. 

You  will  of  course  consider  whether  it  is  most  to  our  advantage  to  leave 
out  the  disputed  part  of  the  8th  Article,  or  the  whole  of  it ;  whether  we 
gain  more  by  the  definition  of  our  boundary  to  the  north-west  than  we  lose 
by  implying  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  territory  beyond 
the  Stony  Mountains,  where  I  do  not  believe  they  have  a  right  to  an  acre. 
I  will  only  just  suggest,  in  conclusion,  that  the  sooner  we  receive  an 
answer  from  home  the  better,  as  the  American  Senate  are  necessarily  dis- 
solved on  the  2nd  of  next  March,  and  their  concurrence  is  necessary  to  the 
ratification  of  any  treaty.  Allowing,  therefore,  the  time  necessary  for  the 
ratification  in  England  and  for  the  transmission  to  America,  and  calculating 
the  probable  delays  of  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  there  is  not  much  time  to  lose. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  most  truly, 

Henby  GonLBUBN\ 

In  the  Article  defining  periods  for  the  restitution  of  prizes,  we  have 
varied  from  the  Article  in  the  projet  by  beginning  from  the  American  coast 
as  nearest  the  place  of  ratification. 

In  the  event  of  our  signing  the  treaty,  I  conclude  that  you  would  wish 
us  to  send  the  earliest  information  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  at  Paris,  and 
Lord  Castlereagh  at  Vienna.  I  therefore  send  home  a  decayed  messenger, 
with  a  petition  to  Hamilton  to  send  us  another  in  his  room. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  DEAB  Castlebeagh,  Fife  House,  Ut  Dec.,  1814. 

You  will  see  that  both  Houses  have  adjourned  to  the  9th  of  February, 
which  is  the  latest  day  to  which  it  was  possible  to  defer  our  meeting  after 
Christmas,  consistently  with  the  state  of  public  business. 

Your  necessary  absence  has  been  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  inconve- 
nience in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  quit«  essential,  thea*fore,  that 
you  should  be  in  your  place  when  we  meet  again  in  February.  If  you 
think  there  is  any  prospect  that  the  business  of  the  Congress  can  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion  so  as  to  enable  you  to  return  to  England  by  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  or  within  a  week  after,  everything  may  as  well  remain  in  its 
present  course ;  but  if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  "discussions  at 
Vienna  are  likely  to  be  prolonged  beyond  the  end  of  January,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  February,  it  will  be  quite  necessary  in  that  case  that  some 
arrangement  should  be  made  for  conducting  the  negotiations  on  our  part  in 
your  absence. 
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In  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  any 
person  to  do  justice  to  the  cause  of  this  country  without  a  full  discretion  to 
act  for  the  best,  according  to  circumstances ;  and  such  a  discretion  the 
Prince  Regent  and  his  government  would  not  like  to  entrust  to  any  indi- 
vidual out  of  the  Cabinet,  except  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  In  additkHi  to 
this  consideration,  he  is  the  only  person  after  yourself  who  could  be  expected 
to  have  any  i)ersonal  authority  over  the  Allied  Sovereigns  or  their  minister% 
and  his  name  would  reconcile  the  (leople  of  this  country  to  arrangements 
which  might  be  viewed  with  considerable  jealousy  and  distrust  if  concluded 
by  any  one  who  did  not  possess  a  large  share  of  public  confidence. 

You  will  have  received  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  respecting  his  removal  from  Paris.  If  his  assumption  of  the  command 
in  America  should  be  rendered  inexpedient  or  unnecessary  in  consequence 
of  the  favourable  turn  of  the  negotiations  at  Ghent,  his  going  to  Vienna 
would  certainly  furnish  the  best  pretence  for  his  leaving  Paris  without  ^lat 
or  offence  to  the  French  government.  Indeed  it  would  be  generally  con- 
sidered as  quite  natural  that  the  government  should  appoint  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  to  conduct  ihe  negotiations  at  Vienna,  if  your  presence  in  Par- 
liament should  render  your  return  to  England  necessary. 

You  will  receive  this  letter  about  the  14th  or  15th  of  December,  and  you 
will  then  be  able  to  form  some  judgment  of  the  probable  duration  of  the 
negotiations  at  Vienna.  If  they  arc  likely  to  be  terminated  in  the  course 
of  the  month  of  January,  they  had  better  remain  in  your  hands  ;  but  if  it 
should  be  probable  that  they  would  be  further  delayed,  we  are  very  anxious 
that  you  should  write  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to 
inform  him  of  the  sentiments  of  the  government  and  of  your  own  as  to  the 
expediency  of  his  coming  to  Vienna,  and  of  his  being  there  in  time  to  have 
a  full  conversation  with  you  before  you  leave  it  to  return  to  England. 

It  is  possible  that  he  may  come  to  England  on  account  of  the  court 
martial  on  Sir  John  Murray,  before  he  receives  your  letter ;  but  I  shall  not 
write  to  him  on  the  subject  at  present,  as  I  think  it  would  be  better  on 
many  accounts  that  the  proposition  should  in  the  first  instance  come  from 
you. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Liverpool. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Vienna,  5th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  confirm  the  expectations  I  last  sent  you  of  an 
early  settlement,  founded  upon  the  opinions  of  Prince  Mettemich  and 
Prince  Hardenberg.  I  thought  them  sanguine  in  their  views  at  the  time, 
and  the  result  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  hopes  which  had  been  formed 
from  the  Emperor  of  Russia's  professions  to  both  those  ministers,  as  well 
as  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  in  a  visit  he  made  him  immediately  upon 
his  recovery. 

Looking  upon  it  now  as  certain  that  nothing  upon  an  enlarged  and 
liberal  scale  of  policy  can  be  expected,  and  that  the  arrangement  in  its  most 
important  feature,  as  far  as  the  balance  of  power  is  concerned,  I  mean  in 
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the  adjustment  of  frontier  between  Bussia  and  the  adjacent  states,  miist 
remain  both  defective  and  unsatisfactory,  my  deliberate  wish  is  nevertheless 
that,  having  left  no  effort  untried  to  make  it  better,  we  should  bring  the 
whole  arrangement,  subject  to  this  great  and  obvious  defect,  if  possible  to 
a  tolerable  close  in  its  other  details,  rather  than  risk  a  contest  to  meet 
anticipated  danger,  and  to  correct  faults  that  will  always  more  or  less 
abound  in  all  extended  transactions  of  this  nature. 

Although  such  is  my  wish,  and  although  the  view  of  policy  on  which  it 
is  founded  will  guide  my  conduct  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  yet 
you  must  see  in  the  difficulties  that  surround  us  how  impossible  it  is 
to  answer  for  the  result,  where  so  many  conflicting  interests  prevail,  where 
larger  objects  are  to  be  contended  for  than  at  any  former  period,  and  where 
all  are  armed  to  support  their  pretensions. 

You  may  rely  that,  in  the  absence  of  instructions,  I  shall  leave  nothing 
undone  which  I  think  will  promote  the  public  service,  and  that  I  shall  not 
be  deterred  by  considerations  of  personal  responsibility  from  any  decision 
which  appears  to  be  called  for  by  an  adequate  necessity  ;  but  as  extraor- 
dinary exigencies  may  arise,  and  the  wisdom  of  dealing  with  them  may 
in  a  great  measure,  if  not  altogether,  depend  on  the  disposition  and  ability 
of  the  government  at  home  to  support  a  given  line  of  policy,  I  am  the 
more  anxious  to  receive  from  you  and  my  colleagues  such  instructions  or 
suggestions  as  may  assist  me  in  the  conduct  of  my  mission. 

Upon  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  extremely  entangled  in  themselves, 
my  opinion  is,  that  it  may  unexpectedly  assume  a  better  aspect,  but  that 
it  may  equally  lead  to  a  total  stagnation,  and  that  it  may,  as  Europe  is 
more  extensively  armed  than  at  any  former  period,  suddenly  end  in  war. 

In  the  first  alternative  my  task  will  be  comparatively  easy,  and  I  shall 
only  have  to  combine,  according  to  circumstances,  the  fragments  of  the 
arrangement,  and  to  give  to  it  the  best  form. 

In  the  second  supposition,  if  no  general  decision  should  be  come  to,  and 
the  ministers  of  certain  of  the  leading  Powers  should  absolutely  decline  to 
concur  in  the  pretensions  of  others,  I  should  wish,  as  far  as  you  can  instinct 
me,  to  learn  the  sentiments  of  the  government  as  to  the  extent  and  period 
of  my  stay  here. 

But  the  object  to  which  I  should  most  wish  to  draw  your  attention  is  to 
the  third  case,  of  actual  or  impending  war ;  and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  by 
anticipation,  what  my  province  will  be,  either  in  endeavouring  to  avert  or, 
if  that  shall  be  impossible,  to  counteract  the  dangers  with  which  it  may 
menace  our  interests. 

In  the  first  case  it  is  only  a  question  of  absence  from  my  duty  at  home, 
the  considerations  bearing  upon  which  will  be  best  estimated  perhaps  when 
we  more  nearly  approach  to  the  period  when  Parliament  must  reassemble 
after  Christmas. 

The  second  case  is  more  critical,  and  by  no  means  improbable,  namely, 
such  an  adherence,  short  of  war,  to  their  own  views,  that  the  leading  Powers, 
remaining  armed,  may  refuse  to  accede  to  each  other's  pretensions,  and  the 
Congress  terminate  either  in  a  general  state  of  provisional  occupancy,  or  in 
the  partial  adjustment  of  particular  parts  of  the  European  arrangement 
amongst  the  Powers  locally  most  intei^sted. 

But  the  most  important,  and,  if  we  cannot  agree  upon  some  general 
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system,  the  most  likely  case  to  occur  is  that  of  hostilities ;  and  where  all 
are  armed,  and  none  can  long  support  the  hurthen  of  their  existing  esta-^ 
blishments,  the  chances  are  that  the  warfare  will  be  early  and  generaL 

Take  the  case  of  Riissia  and  Prussia :  if  they  are  determined  to  make 
common  cause  on  their  respective  objects,  and  cannot  succeed  in  prevailing 
upon  the  other  Powers  to  acquiesce  in  their  demands,  it  will  not  suit  the 
exhausted  finances  of  Prussia  to  remain  long  armed  and  inactive ;  nor  can 
Russia  expose  herself  indefinitely  to  the  incumbrance  of  large  armies  re- 
maining unemployed  beyond  or  on  the  verge  of  her  own  frontier.  I  think 
the  probability  therefore  is,  that  one  or  both  of  these  Powers,  if  they  do 
not  relax  in  their  pretensions,  will  provoke  rather  than  procrastinate  the 
war. 

If  war  should,  under  these  circumstances,  arise,  I  think  it  has  every 
prospect  of  becoming  general  in  Germany.  That  France  must  and  will 
enter  into  it,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  vrith  Holland,  the  Low  Countries^  and 
Hanover  exposed,  in  addition  to  the  interest  we  must  take  in  the  fiate  of 
the  Continent,  it  will  be  difficult  for  Great  Britain  long,  if  at  all,  to  abstract 
herself  from  the  contest. 

The  questions  I  should  then  wish  you  to  weigh  are,  whether  we  should 
at  once  appear  as  a  imrty  in  the  war,  or  whether  we  should  rather  inter- 
pose as  armed  mediators,  if  possible  to  stop  the  war,  or  remain  inactive  till, 
by  an  attack  on  some  interest  of  which  we  are  the  immediate  guardians, 
our  interposition  is  rendered  indispensable. 

In  examining  the  first  question  I  am  inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  tliat 
having  no  duty  in  point  of  alliance  imposed  upon  us  which  the  unforta- 
nate  divergence  amongst  our  late  Allies  will  not  discharge  us  from,  we 
ought  not  to  contract  any  new  obligations  of  so  serious  a  nature  upon 
any  of  the  points  now  in  dispute  between  those  with  whom  we  have  been 
recently  acting  ;  for  however  deeply  we  think  that  we  may  trace  in  them 
a  new  danger  to  Europe,  the  nation,  after  so  long  a  war,  could  not  be 
brought  forward  with  effect  in  support  of  a  question  either  of  Polish  or 
Bohemian  frontier.  Our  interposition  must  therefore  be,  if  inevitable,  not 
as  auxiliaries  to  any  particular  state,  but  as  principals  upon  some  grounds 
of  policy  which  Great  Britain  will  consider  it  her  duty  and  interest  to 
maintain. 

The  first  and  most  popular  of  all  interests  perhaps  that  we  could  look  to 
is  that  of  preventing  war.  In  this  view  it  deserves  consideration  whether 
the  sense  of  our  justice  and  the  dread  of  our  arms  and  resouixres  could  at 
any  time,  and  at  what,  be  brought  forward  in  the  shape  of  an  intervention 
to  enforce  peace  upon  the  contending  |mrties. 

It  next  deserves  to  be  weighed,  whether  this  attempt,  if  wise,  should  be 
made  singly  or  in  conjunction  with  France.  There  are  many  points  of 
view  in  which  the  appearance  of  France  at  all  in  the  field  must  be  viewed 
as  a  danger  the  most  senous  in  itself ;  but  this  will  not  exclude  her  from 
interference ;  and  the  question  is,  what  species  of  interference  will  render 
her  marche  the  least  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  Europe,  and  give  the 
King,  in  whose  probity  and  honour  w^e  may  venture  to  confide,  the  best 
means  of  preventing  his  army  from  imposing  upon  him,  when  in  operation, 
a  line  of  policy  which  his  principles  would  natiwally  lead  him  to  abjure. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  best  mode  in  which  France  could  inter- 
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vene,  if  this  risk  must  be  run,  would,  in  the  first  instance,  be  to  avoid  war ; 
and  that,  in  this  character,  her  intervention  might  be  advantageously  com- 
bined with  ours.  The  two  Powers  might  truly  and  powerfully  put  for- 
ward to  Europe  a  coincidence  of  interests  and  a  similarity  of  views. 
Neither  have  any  direct  interest  at  issue  before  the  Congress ;  both  have 
the  strongest  and  most  obvious  interest  in  peace :  if  such  an  appeal  could 
be  successfully  made,  every  purpose  would  be  answered  ;  if  it  failed,  the 
connexion  of  France  with  Great  Britain  would  bring  her  into  the  war  as  it 
were  associated  to  an  anti-revolutionary  policy.  It  will  be  a  solemn  dis- 
avowal, at  the  outset,  of  her  former  wild  schemes  of  frontier  and  dominion  ; 
and  the  army  would  be  taught  when  taking  the  field  that  the  King  was 
not  again  embarking  them  by  degrees  in  their  former  views  of  plunder  and 
spoliation,  which  might  be  further  guarded  against  by  suitable  engagements 
between  the  two  Courts,  in  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  might  be  included. 

If  there  were  any  clear  and  definite  principle  upon  which  we  might  hope 
altogether  to  keep  out  of  the  war  without  the  incumbrance  of  remaining 
armed  throughout  the  period  of  a  protracted  contest,  the  policy  of  engaging 
either  separately  or  in  conjunction  with  France  in  an  armed  intervention 
might  be  more  than  doubted  ;  but  where  we  are  embarked  so  deeply  in  the 
formation  and  protection  of  a  system  in  the  Low  Countries,  I  can  hardly 
conceive  the  possibility  of  our  finding  ourselves  long  dispensed  from  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  by  arms  in  such  a  contest  either  these  particular 
interests  or  the  interests  of  Europe  in  the  larger  sense. 

I  have  suggested  the  idea  of  an  armed  mediation  as  an  expedient  short  of 
actual  war,  because  I  think  there  may  be  an  interval  after  hostilities  had  com- 
menced during  which  Great  Britain  and  France  might  assume  this  character, 
to  give  weight  to  which  the  army  of  the  Low  Countries  and  Hanover  might 
be  united  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  whilst  the 
French  army  was  concentrated  on  the  side  of  Strasburg.  In  this  situation 
they  might  invite  other  Powers  to  associate  themselves  to  their  object  of 
arresting  the  war ;  whilst  Austria  and  Bavaria,  whose  united  means  are 
represented  to  amount  to  600,000  men,  would  have  to  bear,  if  it  did  ex- 
plode, the  first  shock. 

I  throw  out  these  ideas  for  your  consideration  without  any  formed  opi'i^ 
nion  which  I  should  wish  to  press  upon  the  adoption  of  my  colleagues. 

Believe  me  to  be  ever,  my  dear  Lord, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Castlebeagh. 


Viscount  Ccutlereagh  to  Field  Manhal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Vienna,  7th  Dec.,  1814. 

Tou  will  perceive  we  make  but  little  way  here ;  as  yet  I  see  no  real 
spirit  of  accommodation ;  perhaps  it  is  too  much  to  expect  that  this  Con- 
gress should  differ  so  much  from  its  predecessors.  It  unfortunately  happens 
that  never  at  any  former  period  was  so  much  spoil  thrown  loose  for  the 
world  to  scramble  for.  If  Russia  had,  in  the  abundance  of  her  territr  ry, 
been  more  disinterested,  her  influence,  united  with  that  of  Great  Britain  axv<l 
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France,  would  have  made  the  settlemeDt  oomparatively  easy ;  as  it  is,  there 
is  an  absence  of  that  controlling  authority  which  is  requisite  to  force  a 
decision  upon  the  ordinary  details  of  business. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  is  recovered,  and,  as  usual,  in  the  ball-room, 
which  is  more  popular  than  the  Salle  des  Conferences. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  most  sincerely  yours, 

Castlebbaqh. 


[  827.]  To  the  Right  Eon.  W.  W.  PoU. 

My  dear  William,  Paris.  8th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  enclose  the  *  Times '  of  the  30th  November,  with  a  para- 
graph marked  in  it,  which  contains,  in  my  opinion,  an  impudent 
libel  upon  me,  upon  which  I  wish  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General,  and  to  order  that  the  editor  may  be  prose- 
cuted, if  the  Attorney-General  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
prosecution  would  be  successful. 

The  facts  are  as  follows : — King  Ferdinand  did,  on  or  about 
the  7th  of  March,  a  day  or  two  after  he  passed  the  frontier,  write 
me  a  letter,  I  being  then  in  Gascony  with  the  army,  in  which 
he  confirmed  all  the  honours  and  grants  made  to  me  by  the 
Cortes.  To  this  letter  I  wrote  an  answer,  acknowledging  His 
Majesty's  favour. 

The  King  went  to  Valencia,  I  being  all  the  time  on  the 
Garonne,  from  which  town  His  Majesty  set  out  on  the  4th 
of  May,  on  which  day  1  was  in  Paris.  He  issued  his  pro- 
clamation, dated  the  4th  of  May,  against  the  Cortes,  on  the 
11th  May  at  Aranjuez,  when  I  was  still  at  Paris,  and  I  did 
not  see  His  Majesty  till  May  24th,  when  I  arrived  at  Madrid ; 
nor  had  I  any  communication  with  him  or  his  ministers,  ex- 
cepting to  receive  from  the  Duque  de  San  Carlos,  about  the  17th 
of  May,  the  copy  of  the  King's  proclamation  of  the  4th,  which  I 
received  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarbes;  and  between  that 
and  the  24th  of  May  to  report  to  the  Duque  de  San  Carlos  the 
measures  I  had  taken  to  prevent  the  3rd  and  4th  armies  from 
interfering  in  the  internal  politics  of  the  country. 

I  received  no  confirmation  from  the  King  of  the  honours  and 
grants  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Cortes,  excepting  that  of  the 
7th  of  March,  which,  as  it  appears  by  the  above  statement,  was 
previous  to  all  his  measures  regarding  the  Cortes ;  and  I  had 
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DO  communication  with  him  excepting  to  thank  him,  till  a  fort- 
night after  these  measures  were  published,  and  three  weeks 
after  they  were  adopted,  and  I  was  at  such  a  distance,  and  so 
situated,  that  it  is  clear  I  could  not  have  had  any. 

As  for  what  passed  afterwards  between  the  King  and  me,  or 
the  Duque  de  San  Carlos  and  me,  regarding  the  Cortes  or  the 
persons  imprisoned,  or  any  other  matter  connected  with  the 
King's  proclamation  or  conduct,  I  do  not  consider  myself  ac- 
countable to  the  editor  of  the  *  Times.'  I  contend  for  it  that 
he  has  no  right  to  accuse  me  of  having  advised  or  countenanced 
a  line  of  policy  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  corrupt  motive  of  obtaining  a  confirmation  of  honours 
and  grants  made  to  me  by  the  Cortes,  and  accepted  by  the 
consent  of  my  own  government. 

If  I  possess  any  advantages  in  point  of  character,  I  consider 
myself  bound  to  set  the  example  to  others  of  a  determination 
to  prevent  the  blacKguard  editors  of  newspapers  from  depriving 
us  of  our  reputation  by  their  vulgar  insinuations. 

The  truth  is,  I  refused  to  employ  a  relation  of  the  editor 

of  the  *  Times '  in  my  family,  and  that  is  the  reason  he  has 

accused  me  of  corruption ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  I  should 

bear  it 

Ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

WEI.LINGTON. 


The  Earl  cf  Liverpool  to  E,  Cooke,  Eaq. 

My  dear  Sir,  Fife  Honae,  9th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  giving 
me  80  much  information  of  all  that  has  been  passing  at  Vienna.  It  has 
afforded  a  clue  to  many  of  tiie  public  proceedings,  which  I  should  have 
found  it  difficult  otherwise  to  unravel. 

The  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  not  surprised  me.  He  is  vain, 
self-sufficient,  and  obstinate,  with  some  talent,  but  with  no  common  sense 
nor  tact.  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  this  business  of 
Poland  will  ultimately  prove  his  ruin. 

If  he  detaches  the  Polish  provinces  incorporated  with  Russia  from  that 
country  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Polish  kingdom,  he  never  will  be  for- 
given by  the  Russians.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  annexes  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw  to  Russia,  and  considers  the  whole  as  a  mere  territorial  question, 
the  Poles  will  justly  reproach  him  as  having  deceived  them,  and  they  will 
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become  his  bitterest  enemies.  In  short,  I  see  nothing  bat  future  commo- 
tion out  of  this  Polish  arrangement,  let  it  now  end  as  it  may. 

We  were  happy  to  find  that  Lord  Castlereagh's  last  paper  bad  bad  so 
much  effect,  and  that  the  Emi)eror  had  lowered  his  tone,  and  had  began  to 
admit  the  subject  to  be  one  on  which  he  must  condescend  to  n^otiate. 

The  next  accounts  will  therefore  probably  bring  us  some  project  of  ar- 
rangement. I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  save  a  part  of  Saxony.  The  King 
of  Prussia  may,  from  his  great  exertions,  l)e  fairly  entitled  to  some  portion 
of  it,  esi)ecially  if  the  King  of  Saxony  is  to  be  restored.  But  I  do  not  like 
the  annihilation  of  ancient  independent  states.  I  am  persuaded  the  anni- 
hilation of  Saxony  would  produce  the  worst  moral  effects  in  Germany  and 
throughout  Europe.  I  think  likewise  the  feelings  of  the  King  of  France  on 
this  question  ought  in  some  degree  to  be  considered :  it  is  the  only  great 
point  on  which  perhaps  we  may  have  an  opportimity  of  gratifying  him. 

When  Poland  and  Saxony  are  di8(X)8ed  of,  I  think  all  the  other  points 
will  settle  themselves  \inthout  much  difficulty,  excepting  Naples. 

If  the  Great  Powers  at  Vienna  had  been  cordially  united  in  sentiment 
from  the  beginning,  there  might  have  been  some  chance  of  frightening 
Murat  out  of  Naples  with  the  aid  of  a  compensation.  I  have  no  hopes  of 
such  a  result  now.  Ho  will  have  gained  both  strength  and  confidence  from 
the  known  divisions  of  the  Allies ;  and  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  he  is  too 
powerful  at  Naples  to  be  driven  from  thence  without  a  great  military  effort. 
I  cannot  wish,  under  present  circumstances,  to  see  that  effort  made.  Such 
a  war  would  not  long  be  confined  to  Naples.  It  would,  besides,  be  very 
difficult  for  us  to  take  a  prominent  part  against  Murat,  however  we  might 
wish  it,  unless  we  had  stronger  proofs  of  his  treason  than  any  I  have  yet 
seen. 

It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  Lord  Castlereagh  should  return  home 
by  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  The  Opposition  are  determined  to  show  no 
forbearance,  and  the  experience  of  our  short  Session  has  proved  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  go  on  in  the  House  of  Commons  without  some  one  person 
who  is  comi)etent  from  information  to  know  when  answers  can  be  given  and 
when  they  ought  to  be  refused,  and  who,  from  his  situation  in  other  respects, 
commands  the  confidence  of  the  House. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  have  been  so  nervous,  but  I  cannot  be  surprised 
at  it,  considering  what  you  have  all  bad  to  go  through. 

I  have  some  idea  of  going  to  Bath  at  Christmas  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks,  but  this  must  depend  on  the  issue  of  our  negotiations  with  America, 
and  the  light  we  receive  in  the  interim  of  your  further  progress  at  Vienna. 

Believe  me,  .Sfcc, 

Liverpool. 


The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  dear  Duke,  Brussels,  9th  Dec,  1814. 

I  send  March  with  this  letter,  not  wishing  to  trust  its  contents  to  the 
post.  The  great  preparations  which  are,  as  much  as  we  can  learn,  making 
on  the  French  frontier ;  the  raising  of  men  by  offering  very  lai'ge  bounties 
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the  calling  out  the  national  guard ;  the  nomination  of  Soult  as  Minister  of 
War ;  the  transports  of  horses  that  continually  go  through  this  country ; 
their  enticing  our  men  to  desert,  and  their  enlisting  them,  as  it  is  reported, 
in  the  regiments  d*6trangers ;  and  lastly,  their  having  arrested  men  of  the 
German  Legion  that  were  going  home  on  furlough,  and  forcing  them  to 
enter  the  army  ;  all  of  which  are  such  warlike  proceedings,  that  I  should 
like  to  know  your  opinion  about  the  state  of  things,  and  in  how  far  we  are 
to  be  prepared  on  our  side.  Reports  from  the  French  side  say  further, 
that  the  corps  d'arm^e  is  to  be  assembled  about  Lille  on  account  of  the 
English  wishing  to  dismember  France,  and  to  join  the  D^partement  du 
Nord  to  Belgium. 

I  thought  it  the  best  way  to  learn  the  truth  by  addressing  myself  to  you 
to  know  what  they  mean  by  their  arming,  and  whether  it  is  likely  to  be 
against  us  here.  I  know  that  the  British  Cabinet,  the  Dutch,  and  the 
French  are,  to  all  appearances,  on  the  best  terms ;  but  yet  do  you  not 
suspect  the  French  of  playing  a  deep  game,  or  can  we  be  certain  to  have 
them  with  us  should  war  be  declared  against  some  other  Power  ?  How  long 
would  their  preparations  take  before  they  could  get  a  formidable  army  in 
the  field  ?  and  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  point  of  this  frontier  which 
they  would  most  likely  attack  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  country  between 
Toumay  and  Charleroi,  being  the  most  open,  would  on  that  account  be  the 
point  of  attack  for  the  French,  unless  they  might  try  to  turn  the  whole 
frontier  by  the  left,  where  it  would  at  present  become  the  business  of  the 
Prussians  to  oppose  them.  The  right  of  the  frontier  line,  by  the  strong 
places  there  being  in  a  better  state,  and  the  country  being  more  intricate, 
seems  to  me  the  strongest  part,  or  at  least  most  fit  to  be  made  so,  and  would 
less  require  the  assistance  of  a  strong  army,  which  I  think  ought  to  be 
placed  so  as  to  guard  the  open  part  between  Toumay  and  Charleroi,  or  as 
far  as  Namur,  if  one  has  the  means  to  extend  so  far. 

My  dear  Duke,  for  ever  yours  most  truly  and  sincerely, 

William,  Hebeditabt  Pbinge  of  Orakge. 

Colbome  is  going  with  the  1st  battalion  of  the  52nd  to  America,  and 
must  leave  this  for  England  immediately.  I  am  therefore  very  much  dis- 
tressed for  a  military  secretary ;  and  if  you  can  spare  Burgh,  and  if  he  does 
like  it,  I  should  wish  nothing  more  than  to  see  this  situation  filled  by  him ; 
but  I  conceive  likewise  that  he  would  be  a  loss  to  you,  and  wish  not  there- 
fore that  he  should  accept  of  the  situation  without  your  consent. 

For  ever  yours, 

William,  Hereditabt  Pbince  of  Obangb. 


77*6  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dbab  Cabtlebeagh,  Fife  Honse,  9th  Dec.,  1814. 

We  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  21st  ultimo  on  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade.    Tour  private  secretary  has  made  a  mistake  by  sen^ng  dupli- 
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cates  of  the  enclosed  B,  and  no  copy  of  the  enclosure  A.  We  can  only 
collect,  therefore,  the  tenor  of  the  Portuguese  proposition  from  your  de- 
8i>atch,  and  this  does  not  afford  sufficient  means  to  enter  into  particolarB. 

Upon  the  general  question  we  have  no  difficulty  in  giving  an  opinion. 
It  is  certainly  desirahle  to  endeavour  to  induce  the  GoDgress  to  adopt  the 
measure  of  immediate  aholition,  and  to  have  at  least  some  record  that  the 
proposition  to  this  extent  had  heen  brought  before  them.  After  the  answer, 
however,  which  you  have  received  from  Prince  Talleyrand  of  the  5th  ultimo, 
there  can  exist  little  prospect  of  success  as  to  the  attainment  at  present  of 
this  object.  It  is  very  material  that  we  should,  if  possible,  join  cordially 
with  the  French  government  in  this  question,  and  it  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance that  we  should  not  adopt  any  course  which  might  lead  that  govern- 
ment to  make  common  cause  with  Spain  and  Portugal. 

I  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  we  should  not  perhaps  be  warranted, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  in  driving  the  Spanish  and  the  Portuguese 
governments  to  extremities,  by  forcing  them  to  go  greater  lengths  than  we 
have  admitted  as  to  France ;  but  I  think  we  are  &irly  entitled  to  expect 
that  they  will  go  the  same  length,  and  that  the  most  prejudicial  conse- 
quences might  arise  from  protracting  the  continuance  of  the  trade  in  their 
favour  to  a  period  which  has  been  refused  to  the  French  government.  By 
such  a  measure  we  should  incur  the  risk  of  letting  France  loose  from 
the  engagement  into  which  she  has  entered.  The  French  planters  and 
merchants  interested  in  the  trade  would  say,  with  some  degree  of  plausi- 
bility, "  Why  are  we  not  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  traffic  for  as  long 
a  period  as  Great  Britain  and  the  Powers  at  the  Congress  have  granted  to 
Spain  and  Portugal  ?  " 

We  should  not  be  dealing  fairly  by  the  King  of  France,  who  has  acted 
personally  very  honourably  towards  us  as  to  this  question,  who  has  many 
prejudices  to  encounter  amongst  his  own  subjects,  and  who  has  incurred 
some  degree  of  unpopularity  from  being  supposed  to  have  yielded  so  far  to 
the  wishes  of  Great  Britain. 

We  are,  therefore,  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  insist,  with  all 
the  earnestness  in  our  power,  upon  the  general  adoption  of  the  arrangement 
already  agreed  VL\yon  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  that  is,  the  total 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  the  immediate 
abolition  of  it  north  of  Cape  Formosa. 

If  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  governments  should  decline  acceding  to 
this  proposal,  we  should  endeavour  to  induce  the  Congress  to  take  the  best 
means  in  their  power  for  enforcing  it,  by  the  adoption  of  a  law  on  the  part 
of  the  several  States  to  exclude  the  colonial  produce  of  those  countries  who 
shall  refuse  to  comply  with  this  system  of  abolition. 

If  the  instructions  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Spain  and  Portugal  should 
be  limited,  a  reasonable  interval  might  be  allowed  for  them  to  signify  their 
acquiescence  in  the  decision  of  the  Congress ;  but  it  ought  to  be  decided 
that  the  prohibitory  system  should  take  effect,  if  within  the  period  specified 
the  acquiescence  of  the  above-named  Powers  in  the  decision  of  the  Congress 
was  not  signified,  according  to  some  form  to  be  agreed  upon. 

With  respect  to  your  proi^osal  for  establishing  a  Committee  of  the  Powers 
interested  in  the  abolition,  to  be  resident  at  Paris  or  at  London,  with  a  view 
of  concerting  the  means  necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  the  demand 
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of  the  Congress  on  this  subject,  we  think  it  excellent,  and  are  most  desirous 
that  it  should  be  adopted.  We  think  it  likewise  of  very  great  importance 
that  the  respective  Powers  should  agree  mutually  to  assist  each  other  in 
carrying  the  abolition  into  effect  by  authorising,  under  certain  regulations, 
the  search  of  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  but  we  are  apprehensive  that 
many  difficulties  will  be  made  to  an  arrangement  of  this  nature. 

Whenever  the  trade  shall  have  been  abolished  by  all  or  nearly  all  the 
Christian  States,  it  would  be  quite  right  that  the  governments  should  come 
to  some  determination  to  consider  those  who  might  continue  to  engage  in 
the  traffic  as  guilty  of  an  offence  proscribed  by  civilised  nations,  and  as  such 
not  to  be  peaceably  tolerated. 

Before  I  close  this  letter  I  am  anxious  to  inquire  whether  you  have  had 
the  communication  you  intended  with  the  Court  of  Rome  on  this  question. 
I  should  conceive  that  the  Pope  might,  without  much  difficulty,  be  induced 
to  anathematise  the  trade  if  he  found  he  was  likely  to  be  supported  by  the 
Powers  of  Europe  in  general,  assembled  at  the  Congress.  Such  a  proceeding 
could  not  fail  to  have  considerable  effect  in  the  Roman  Catholic  countries, 
and  would,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  (together  with  the  measure  of  prohibiting 
c«3lonial  produce  from  countries  engaged  in  the  trade),  effect  the  object  we 
all  have  in  view  at  no  very  distant  period. 

Believe  me  to  be,  &c., 

LiVEBPOOL. 


E,  QouUmm^  Esq,^  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  deab  Lord,  Ghent,  10th  Dec.,  1814. 

At  a  conference  to-day  we  did  our  utmost  to  give  effect  to  your  wishes, 
as  conveyed  to  us  in  the  last  despatch.  What  the  result  will  be  cannot  be 
known  until  the  Americans  have  finished  their  deliberations.  They  cer- 
tainly received  our  propositions  with  a  better  grace  than  usual,  and  if  any 
judgment  can  be  formed  as  to  their  future  intentions  from  their  manner  at 
this  day's  conference,  I  should  conclude  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  make 
a  very  serious  resistance,  except  perhaps  upon  that  part  of  the  new  Article 
which  states  the  right  to  the  fishery  to  be  derived  from  the  treaty  of  1783. 
The  conversation  which  took  place  after  the  material  business  of  the  con- 
ference was  concluded  clearly  showed  that  they  contemplated  the  signature 
of  the  treaty  at  no  distant  period.  Mr.  Adams  was  anxious  to  provide 
against  accidenta  in  transmitting  the  treaty  or  our  ratification  of  it  to 
America,  and  with  this  view  suggested  the  signature  of  triplicates  of  the 
treaty,  and  if  our  ratification  could  not  be  sent  out  also  in  triplicate  (which 
being  an  instrument  under  the  Great  Seal  I  should  suppose  impossible),  the 
substitution  throughout  the  treaty  of  the  date  of  the  last  ratification  for  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications.  In  these  remarks  he  was  supported  by  some 
of  his  collVagues. 

As  to  the  prospect  of  procuring  from  them  a  renunciation  of  the  fisheries 
in  return  for  a  renunciation  on  our  part  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
I  consider  it  hopeless,  for  I  do  not  think  they  would  propose  it,  and  to 
propose  it  ou  our  part  would  be  to  imply  a  doubt  of  our  right  to  exclude 
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them  from  the  fisheries  without  such  a  renunciation.  I  confess  my  own 
opinion  to  he  that  the  question  of  the  fisheries  stood  as  well  upon  the  result 
of  the  last  conference  as  it  can  do  upon  any  reply  which  they  may  make  to 
our  proposition  of  this  day.  On  the  protocol  of  the  former  conference  we 
have  a  distinct  offer  from  them  of  an  equivalent  for  the  fisheries,  from  which 
they  cannot  recede.  The  arguments  which  they  used  at  the  time  will  cer- 
tainly he  to  be  learnt  only  fh)m  the  ex  parte  statements  of  the  negotiators ; 
but  the  fact  of  their  having  attempted  to  purchase  the  fisheries  is  recorded, 
and  is  an  evidence  (to  say  the  least  of  it)  that  they  doubt  their  right  to 
enjoy  them  without  a  stipulation.  If  they  receive  our  proposition,  all  will 
be  well ;  but  if  they  reject  it,  they  may  derive  fh)m  that  rejection  an  argu- 
ment against  what  we  wish  to  deduce  from  the  protocoL  This  will,  I  think, 
improve  their  situation. 

The  Slave  Trade  Ai*ticle  was  well  received.  It  does  not  certainly  mean 
much  ;  but  if  we  wish  to  do  more  hereafter,  it  leaves  an  opening  for  future 
negotiation.  The  Americans  moreover  have  received  from  their  government 
no  instructions  on  the  subject. 

The  amendment  in  the  7th  Article,  which  limits  the  validity  of  titles  to 
land  to  those  granted  previous  to  the  war,  was  readily  acquiesced  in. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Lord, 

Ever  yours  most  faithfully, 

Hbnbt  Qoulburf. 

I  do  not  see  any  reason  to  suspect  them  of  bringing  forward  their 
residuar}*^  claims  for  indemnities  as  a  set  off  against  our  claims  for  the 
maintenance  of  prisoners  of  war.  The  American  government  may  try  to 
do  so ;  but  I  think  that  the  Commissioners  have  no  such  idea  at  present. 


[  828.  ]  To  Lieut'  Oen .  Blade, 

My  dear  General,  Pari^  nth  Dec,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Ist  December,  for  which 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you.  The  rules  which  I  formed  for 
my  own  guidance  in  the  recommendations  I  was  to  make  of 
officers  to  receive  the  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword  did  not 
allow  me  to  recommend  you  while  you  were  serving  with  the 
army,  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  now  too  late.  I  assure  you,  how- 
ever, that  I  should  be  happy  to  have  any  opportunity  of  doing 
any  thing  which  should  be  agreeable  to  you. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellxnoton. 
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U,  Cooke,  Esq,,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  DBAR  Lord,  Vienna,  December,  1814. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  delayed  writing,  wishing  to  send  something  indica- 
tive of  a  result ;  but  he 

'*  Finds  no  end,  in  wand'ring  mazes  lost.*' 

I  mentioned  that  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  had  made  a  direct  attack  on 
Metternich,  and  abused  him  violently  before  he  set  out  for  Bude.  At  Bude 
he  made  a  most  violent  complaint  against  him  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 
The  latter  warmly  replied  that  his  minister  only  acted  by  his  orders ;  that 
he  had  taken  the  advice  of  his  Council  of  State,  and  that  they  were  more 
determined  than  Metternich.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  said  he  hoped  they 
should  never  quarrel,  but  that  if  they  were  to  do  so,  he  trusted  they  might 
be  at  peace  at  least  for  two  or  three  years ;  to  which  Francis  replied  that  if 
they  were  to  quarrel,  the  sooner  the  better. 

On  his  return  from  Bude  the  Emperor  of  Russia  tried  to  bribe  Metter- 
nich. A  paper  was  shown  him  with  the  following  passage  in  it : — "  Une 
personne  de  la  plus  grande  distinction  s'est  mise  en  apparence  sur  le  pied 
de  la  brouillerie  avec  votre  Altesse.  Elle  a  une  influence  tr^  directe  sur 
vos  int^rdts  personnels.  L*int^r@t  des  deux  nations  ^tant  le  mdme,  si 
votre  Altesse  cesse  de  s'opposer  k  ses  vues,  elle  en  ^prouvera  la  reconnais- 
sance. Cette  reconnaissance  consiste  d'abord  dans  un  million  en  argent 
comptant  (100,000^.  sterling)  a  6tre  pay^  par  les  meilleurs  traites  sur  les 
banquiers  les  plus  assur^  de  Vienne.  L'autre  V.  A.  le  oomprendra  lui- 
mdme."  Then  followed  another  sentence  which  my  informer  does  not 
recollect,  engaging  him  to  accept  the  offer,  and  threatening  him  with  the 
evils  to  ensue  if  he  refuses  it.  Vautre  point  was  a  woman  of  rank  whom 
Metternich  wanted  to  get.  When  this  paper  was  shown,  Metternich  was 
imprepared  and  off  his  guard,  tossed  it  aside,  and  pretended  not  to  under- 
stand it.  The  next  day  he  sorely  repented  of  his  folly  in  losing  such  an 
opportunity  to  get  the  Emperor  in  his  power.  The  Emperor  then  began  to 
seek  reconciliation  with  Metternich,  and  sent  person  after  person  to  him  to 
make  apologies.  The  Archduchess  was  one  employed  ;  and  the  Emperor 
expressed  in  person  to  Metternich  his  regret  that  his  temper  had  carried 
him  away,  and  begged  to  renew  intercourse  with  him. 

As  soon  as  he  had  sent  his  answer  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  he  allowed  it  to 
be  shovm  to  his  people.  They  were  all  outrageous  against  the  piece,  said 
it  was  nothing  but  a  tissue  of  Bottma  and  hetises,  and  that  it  tended  to  ruin 
the  Emperor's  cause  and  character.  The  Emperor  got  alarmed,  and  formed 
a  resolution  not  to  receive  a  reply ;  and  in  order  to  be  beforehand  with  Loi-d 
Castlereagh,  he  made  up  to  Prince  Hardenberg  at  a  ball,  talked  to  him  at 
length  and  with  eagerness,  and  invited  him  to  an  interview,  and  then  fixed 
the  King  of  Prussia  to  be  present.  In  that  conference  he  exerted  himself 
to  the  utmost  to  work  on  the  King  and  Priilce,  and  not  without  some  effect, 
and  he  tried  to  inspire  them  with  jealousy  of  Austria  and  her  insincerity. 
This  certainly  had  an  influence  on  Hardenberg  (who  acts  with  Humboldt, 
and  the  latter  plays  to  the  feelings  of  the  King  with  a  view  to  supplant  and 
succeed  the  Prince) ;  and  he,  in  stating  the  result  of  the  conversation,  though 
he  said  nothing  was  given  up,  was  chancelant  in  his  determination,  and 
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begged  Castlereagb  not  to  give  in  his  reply,  through  fear  of  irritating  the 
Km|)eror.  Of  course  this  fiL*ebleDess  did  not  make  any  impression  on  Lord 
C'astlereagh,  and  you  have  a  detail  from  him  of  what  passed  as  to  the 
delivery  of  his  paper. 

Your  Ix)rdship  from  this  statement,  in  addition  to  Lord  Caatlereag^'s 
letters,  will  see  the  difficulties  to  which  his  Lordship  is  subjected,  and  which 
nothing  but  his  firmness  can  relieve  him  from.  On  that  firmness  I  still 
rely,  and  in  proportion  as  the  treachery  and  duplicity  of  the  Emperor  of 
Kussia  develops  itself,  I  trust  the  other  Allied  Powers  will  partake  of  and 
strengthen  it  We  have  our  character  to  stand  upon,  and  Lord  Castlereagb 
will  not  suffer  that  base  to  be  shaken. 

Hot  rooms  are  so  prejudicial  to  me,  that  they  keep  me  from  the  eyening 
assemblies,  and  prevent  my  being  so  active  as  I  might  be  if  I  had  health. 

llie  person  most  efficient  against  us  is  Humboldt.  He  has  talents,  and 
industry,  and  (lerseverance,  and  knows  society,  and  is  without  principles ; 
and  knowing  his  master's  personal  feelings  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
plays  that  game  to  second  his  own  personal  views.  The  King  is  not  fond 
of  him  ;  but  every  man  likes  the  person  who  falls  in  with  his  inclinations. 
His  constant  policy  is  to  keep  the  management  of  affairs  in  a  small  com- 
mittee of  four,  trying  to  govern  Hardeuberg,  and  caballing  with  Nessclrode 
and  Metteniich,  studiously  combating  every  idea  of  an  assembly  of  Congress 
or  a  public  api^eal.  His  early  conduct  inspired  me  with  distrust,  and  that 
distrust  is  becoming  general ;  and  I  hope  means  may  be  found  to  expose 
and  defeat  him,  which  are  beginning. 

It  is  wonderful  how  quiet  Vienna  is.  We  hardly  know,  but  at  ffites,  that 
so  many  Sovereigns  are  here.  There  are  but  little  ]X)litics  in  the  town,  no 
a^fTec-houscs  of  reputation,  and  it  is  said  the  people  are  desired  not  to  talk 
on  politics ;  and  the  people  here  are  the  most  tractable  and  obedient  you 
can  conceive.  Lady  Castlereagb  continues  her  suppers,  and  we  have 
curious  medleys  almost  every  night,  which  I  sometimes  shirk.  Lord  Stewart 
gives  a  ball  to-night ;  but  I  am  afraid  to  encounter  the  heat.  The  Emperor 
of  Russia,  the  Empress,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  will  be  there. 

We  have  near  eighty  English  here — Duke  of  Argyle,  Lord  Percy,  Long 
Wellesley,  Sir  S.  Smith,  &c.  &c.  &c.  One  of  the  Rumbolds  has  a  most 
serious  flirtation  with  Prince  Augustus  of  Prussia :  very  foolish,  which  can 
only  hurt  the  girl,  who  is  very  pretty. 

There  is  a  talk  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  means  to  remove  to  the  palace 
of  Razamowski  and  stay  here  till  March,  and  that  he  says  he  must  remain 
to  settle  his  affairs. 

It  is  said  the  marriage  between  the  Archduchess  and  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Wurtemberg  is  going  forward,  which  is  somewhat  confirmed  by  his 
representing,  contrary  to  truth,  that  the  Emperor  of  Austria  had  said  be 
would  not  concede  the  Saxon  point  to  Prussia.  He  might  have  said  so 
conditionally;  but  the  Prince  sunk  the  conditions.  Niemen  told  me  he 
was  with  his  master  to-day,  who  told  him  he  had  used  the  most  peremptory 
language  to  the  Emptror  of  Russia.  Lord  Castlereagb  does  not  much 
embarrass  himself  with  the  minor  states  at  present ;  though  the  Bavarian 
pretensions  to  think  form  a  serious  difficulty. 

Your  Lordship)  sees  that  although  an  useless  and  premature  opening  of 
Congress  is  adjourned,  the  power  is  reserved  to  resort  to  that  assembly  when- 
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ever  necessary.  About  sixty-eight  full  powers  have  been  given  in  to  the 
examining  plenipotentiaries ;  but  a  third  of  them  must  be  struck  out,  and  I 
should  thii^  some  general  meeting  will  soon  be  necessary  for  determining 
the  Powers  who  are  to  be  represented. 

The  French  are  much  in  the  background,  and  they  acknowledge  them- 
selves to  be  objects  of  universal  hatred  and  dread.  A  disunion  of  the  great 
Powers  may  give  them  scope  for  activity,  and  you  know  that  preparations 
are  making  at  Paris  accordingly  in  augmenting  their  army. 

Old  Talleyrand  has  not  been  very  fortunate  in  his  doctrines  as  to  Con- 
gresses and  the  Droit  des  Oena,  It  seems  that  the  French,  having  worked 
twenty-five  years  under  revolutions  and  Buonaparte,  have  quite  forgotten 
the  old-established  principles  of  the  law  and  usage  of  nations.  He  has  been 
of  use  incidentally  in  inculcating  the  necessity  of  enlarged  meetings  and 
public  appeals,  and  he  has  been  of  disservice  in  canvassing  against  the  Saxon 
point  and  alarming  Prussia,  whom  he  hates  most  cordially ;  but  a  man  who 
has  been  so  bribed  has  not  much  weight. 

After  all,  and  reflecting  calmly,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  Austria  and 
Prussia  should  be  very  unwilling  to  break  up  the  alliance,  and  place  them- 
selves in  the  gap,  and  to  risk  a  new  war.  In  addition  to  the  danger,  old 
hatreds  and  jealousies  work ;  and  the  adjustment  of  relative  powers,  interests, 
and  points  of  defence,  is  a  work  of  extreme  difficulty. 

I  am  however  of  opinion,  whether  justly  or  not,  that  if  they  can  unite 
and  if  they  will  be  firm,  there  is  no  danger  of  war.  I  think  the  Russian 
sentiment  is  so  averse  to  the  Emperor*s  designs  both  as  to  their  policy  and 
justice ;  all  his  ministers,  except  the  Poles,  so  adverse  to  his  conduct ;  his 
character  as  a  gentleman  in  so  long  submitting  to  be  the  guest  of  Austria, 
so  deeply  compromised  ;  the  voice  of  Europe  so  unanimous  against  him ; 
his  case  so  desperately  bad  in  itself,  and  rendered  so  infinitely  worse  by  his 
own  defence  of  it,  that  if  Austria  and  Prussia,  backed  by  England,  speak  to 
him  in  a  firm  tone,  he  will  not  venture  an  appeal  to  the  voice  of  Congress, 
much  less  an  appeal  to  arms. 

The  ball  at  Lord  Stevrart's  went  off  just  as  I  supposed — a  continual 
marked  attention  by  the  Emperor,  Empress,  Archduchess,  and  all  the 
Russians  to  Lord  and  Lady  Castlereagh  and  the  English.  The  Emperor 
danced  polonaises  with  Lady  Castlereagh,  country  dances  with  Lady  Matilda, 
and  the  Archduchess  polonaised  with  Planta.  The  Emperor  rather  com- 
plained to  Lord  Stewi^  of  Lord  Castlereagh*s  letter,  but  said  it  should  be 
answered. 

Oh  faUacem  hominum  speml  I  had  heard  of  Prussian  defection,  but 
understood  that  Prince  Hardenberg  denied  it.  To-day  came  other  accounts. 
I  conceive  them  in  reality  a  complete  surrender  by  order  of  his  King.  The 
hope,  therefore,  of  putting  a  stop  to  Russian  views  at  the  present  seems 
gone.  What  line  is  to  be  followed  I  have  hardly  a  guess  till  Lord  Castle- 
reagh has  seen  Mettemich.  All  our  world  but  myself  are  gone  to  a  masked 
ball  at  his  house. 

I  saw  Mr.  Vansittart's  memorandum,  who  writes  under  the  pressure  of 
America  and  finance  feelings — very  naturally  ;  but  I .  lament  he  should 
look  at  the  Polish  question  in  the  light  he  does.  He  chooses  to  conceive 
that  the  holding  out  the  reconstruction  of  a  Polish  kingdom,  though  under 
a  Russian  dynasty,  is  somewhat  plausible  and  popular,  and  that  may  capti- 
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vate  in  debate.  It  is  a  great  misfortune  when  there  is  a  tendency  to  look 
at  things  in  this  view,  and  nothing  is  more  dangerous.  But  that  any  man 
can  suppose  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  has  seriously  such  a  design  (especially  a 
ma  who  knows  the  Emperor's  character)  is  building  upon  very  shadowy 
grounds.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Emperor  will  establish  something  of  a  Vice- 
regal government  at  Warsaw,  possibly  a  Polish  treasury,  possibly  a  judicial 
appeal  to  the  Warsaw  tribunals ;  and  he  may  raise  a  mere  Polish  army, 
with  which  he  will  garrison  Petersburgh  and  Moscow,  whilst  he  garrisons 
Warsaw  with  Bussians.  But  that  the  Emperor  will  give  the  Poles  a  con- 
stitution which  will  put  them  out  of  his  absolute  control  is  it^lf  incredible, 
even  if  he  had  made  no  declaration  on  the  subject.  On  arguing,  I  tliink, 
with  Lord  Stewart,  who  hinted  the  dangers  from  a  separate  kingdom,  he 
said,  ^  he  ought  to  know  him  too  well  to  suppose  that  he  should  allow  the 
Poles  to  be  ever  out  of  his  control.'*  No :  his  aim  is  not  to  give  consti- 
tutions, but  to  gain  power  and  territory ;  and  if  any  person  gives  him  credit 
for  a  sincere  good  design,  they  do  him  ample  injustice. 

When  Prince  Hardenberg  yields  to  him  from  deference  to  his  master,  he 
states  the  Emperor  to  be  the  most  perfidious,  treacherous,  usurping  cha- 
racter, and  infinitely  more  dangerous  than  Buonaparte. 

I  will  acknowledge  that  the  Poles  hate  the  Bussians  to  the  extreme, 
and  they  catch  at  any  lure  which  gives  them  a  ray  of  hope  for  ultimate 
emancipation.  I  believe  the  Polish  leaders  as  false  to  the  Emperor  as  he 
to  them  ;  and  he  has  his  spies  everywhere,  and  will  watch  his  opportunity 
to  retake  whatever  he  may  give  at  the  moment.  He  knows  well  enough 
that  a  too  popular  game  with  the  Poles  will  ruin  him  with  the  Russians, 
and  he  will  not  wish  to  encourage  a  rholutimi  du  jpoUais. 

10th,  at  Dight. 

We  know  not  what  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  is  meditating.  Neither 
Amstehn,  nor  Stein,  nor  Pozzo,  nor  Badzivil,  nor  Nesselrode,  have  seen  or 
heard  a  word  from  him  on  Lord  Castlereagh's  paper.  Hardenberg  still 
asserts  his  determination  to  act  with  Austria.  He  wants  what  we  all  want, 
to  avoid  war,  which  can  best  be  avoided  by  an  xmion  of  tone  and  authority, 
and  thcU  his  King,  at  least,  seems  imwilling  to  use. 

The  case  is  this :  that  if  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  can  carry  his  Polish  plans 
by  menace  and  dictation,  there  can  be  no  means  of  stopping  his  usurping 
influence  in  every  other  question.  If  he  cannot  be  resisted  or  appealed 
against  upon  measures  afl'ecting  frontier  security  and  the  faith  of  treaties, 
which  have  direct  influence  on  the  security  of  Europe,  how  can  he  be 
resisted  on  all  minor  points  ? 

We  understand  the  Em|)eror  of  Bussia  sets  ofif  for  Gratss  on  the  20th,  and 
means  to  go  on  to  Venice,  and  not  to  return  to  Vienna  for  eighteen  days.  He 
wishes  to  make  the  amiable  to  the  Italians. 

I  began  this  letter  four  days  ago  :  it  is  now  the  11th.  Lord  Castlereagh 
has  been  waiting  in  the  hopes  of  seeing  some  real  hght ;  but  we  are  still  as 
when  we  arrived.  Prince  Constantine  left  this  place  yesterday  for  Warsaw, 
and  we  know  not  what  instructions  he  carries.  The  Coimcil  of  Vienna  is 
certainly  warlike,  much  more  so  than  Metternich,  and  even  the  most  pacific 
members  are  very  violent,  at  which  I  cannot  wonder  under  all  circum- 
stances. 
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The  only  move  we  have  lost  is  the  conference  between  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  Hardenberg.  When  the  latter  pressed  the 
Emperor  in  argument,  the  latter  turned  round  to  the  King  and  said,  *'  You 
see  how  ministers  will  act ;  but  we  are  friends,  and  we  must  take  the  busi- 
ness from  the  diplomates  :*'  and  he  then  cajoled  the  King  with  expressions 
of  friendship.  It  is  this  cajoUrie  and  duperie  which  may  be  the  ruin  of 
affairs.  I  do  not  see  how  the  conference  could  have  been  prevented.  It  is 
said  that  even  Humboldt  now  sees  the  danger,  and  is  preparing  a  paper. 
Pray  do  not  show  my  scribble,  though  it  is  curious. 

Ever  most  obediently, 

E.  COOKB. 


To  His  Royal  Highness  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  r  829.  ] 

My  dear  Sir,  Paris,  12th  Dec.  1814. 

The  confidence  which  your  Highness  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  reposing  in  me,  and  the  kindness  with  which  you  have  always 
received  the  suggestions  which  the  interest  I  feel  in  your  welfigure 
has  from  time  to  time  induced  me  to  make  to  you,  encourage 
me  to  address  you  a  few  lines  upon  a  circumstance  which  has 
been  frequently  mentioned  to  me  by  your  friends,  and  which  I 
see  has  at  last  found  its  way  into  the  English  newspapers.  It 
is  that  you  entirely  neglect  the  Belgians,  and  confine  your  atten- 
tions almost  exclusively  to  the  English. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  this  report,  if  not  entirely  ground- 
less, is  much  exaggerated ;  but  it  is  so  likely  to  be  injurious  to 
you  and  your  family,  that  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to  attend  to 
it,  and  so  to  shape  your  conduct  as  that  there  may  be  no  ground 
for  it  whatever.  Considering  where  you  were  educated,  and 
how  you  have  passed  your  life,  it  is  natural  enough  that  you 
should  like  the  society  of  the  English ;  but  a  person  in  your 
high  situation  must  get  the  better  of  his  inclinations  in  many 
cases  for  the  value  of  those  higher  interests  committed  to  his 
charge. 

I  am  certain  that  there  is  no  well  thinking  Englishman  who 
would  not  be  satisfied  to  see  a  marked  preference  in  favour  of 
your  new  subjects.  I  desired  Fagel  to  speak  to  you  on  this 
subject,  and  I  intended  to  have  written  to  your  Royal  Highness 
upon  it  by  him,  if  I  had  not  forgotten  the  day  on  which  he  had 
fixed  his  departure. 

I  likewise  desired  him  to  speak  to  you,  and  intended  to  have 
written  to  your  Highness,  upon  a  plan  which  I  heard  you  had 
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in  contemplation  to  visit  Paris  incognito.  You  could  not  quit 
the  Netherlands  without  the  consent  of  those  Powers  whose 
troops  you  command ;  nor  particularly  without  the  consent  of 
your  father.  Then  your  incognito  must  be  merely  formal,  and 
the  King  of  France  and  everybody  else  must  know  that  you  are 
here.  You  cannot  come  otherwise  without  exposing  yourself  to 
inconvenience,  and  without  having  your  motive  suspected  by 
the  King,  and  even  giving  him  just  grounds  for  ofience. 

These  letters  will  be  delivered  to  your  Royal  Highness  by 
General  Fagel,  who  is  going  to  Brussels. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington, 


Qeneral  Dumouriez  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WtUin</ton. 

MOKBIEUB  LB  Duo,  Londres,  ce  14  D^  1814. 

Je  suis  tr^  sensible  k  la  continuation  de  votre  amiti^  que  je  mdrite  par 
celle  qui  m*attache  k  vous  poiir  la  vie.  Vous  dtes  destin^  k  toub  trouver 
employ^  toute  votre  vie  k  des  besognes  difficiles  en  guerre  ou  delicates  en 
politique,  et  votre  bon  gdnie  vient  k  bout  de  tons  les  obstacles. 

Le  tableau  que  m*a  fait  le  G^n^ral  Macaulay  se  rapproche  un  pen  du  ton 
fun^bre  de  mon  bon  Morgan.  D'un  autre  cdt^  les  insipides  joumaux  Fran- 
9ais  peignent  tout  en  beau.  Votre  lettre  me  donne  la  luoyenne  propor- 
tionnelle  entre  ccs  deux  exag^rations  contraires,  et  fixe  mon  jugement.  Je 
compte  beaucoup  sur  la  sagacity  et  les  vertus  pateinelles  du  Koi.  Ne  oon- 
naissant  pas  k  son  arriv6e  les  gens  qui  sont  venus  se  ranger  antoor  de  son 
^toile  naissante,  oonnaissant  trop  bien  ceux  qui  Font  suivi  k  son  retoor,  il  a 
dd  d^abord  commettre  des  erreurs  inevitables  dans  le  premier  choix  de  ses 
ministres,  et  cette  erreur  a  dii  retarder  et  barrer  le  oours  de  ses  bonnes  in- 
tentions. Mais  il  me  parait  s^occuper  k  les  rectifier  par  les  cbangements 
qu'il  vient  de  faire. 

Le  pauvre  Dupont  ne  s^est  pas  mieux  tirtf  de  son  d^partement  que  des  d^fil^ 
de  la  Sierra  Morena,  qui  n*auraient  pas  dd  le  oonduire  k  cette  place.  Le 
Mardchal  Soult,  qui  le  remplace,  a  des  talents,  de  Tesprit,  et  de  T^nergie,  il 
est  grand  travailleur,  et  il  a  la  confiance  de  Tarm^e.  C'est  beaucoup  ;  car  il 
y  a  plus  k  travailler  sur  le  moral  que  sur  le  materiel  de  ce  premier  corps 
d'une  monarcbie,  qui  depuis  plus  de  dix  ans  ^tait  purement  gouvem^  par 
une  soldatesque  insolente,  m^prisant  toutes  les  loix,  tons  les  liens  sociaox, 
et  ne  sacbant  ob^ir  qu'aux  ordres  arbitraires  d*un  despote  plus  m^hant 
qu*elle.  Ce  despote  n'est  pas  mort ;  il  a  dte  plac^  tr^s  imprudemment  k 
Tile  d*Elba,  entre  la  France  et  ritalie,o{i  la  flamme  reVolutionnaire  n'est  pas 
encore  ^teinte,  et  son  esprit  r^gne  encore  dans  Tarm^  Fran9ai8e,  et  8*ali- 
mente  d'cspoir.  II  faut  un  bien  grand  courage  et  surtout  une  grande 
fidelity  pour  entreprendre  de  rendre  une  pareille  arm^  Royaliste  et  na- 
tionale.    II  faut  surtout  se  L&ter ;  car,  si  on  perd  du  tems,  Tarm^  et  le 
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ministre  se  t&teront,  et  alors,  ou  le  ministre  bridera  Tarm^e,  ou  Tann^o 
bridera  le  ministre.     Le  demier  est  bien  k  craindre. 

C'est  de  Tarmde  que  depend  tout  dans  cette  regeneration  universelle.  Car 
on  aurait  beau  faire  les  plus  beaux  plans  du  monde ;  ils  seraient  tons  ren- 
versus  par  les  premiers  troubles  int^rieurs  qui  pourraient  ^clater,  ou  par 
la  premiere  guerre  ext^rieure,  qui  replongerait  Tarm^  dans  son  ancienne 
fr^n^sie. 

Je  crois  le  choix  de  M.  Dandr^  pour  la  police  irks  bon  ;  il  a  du  oourage, 
do  Tesprit,  des  talents  vari^  et  il  est  travailleur. 

Je  ne  suis  pas  aussi  content  du  choix  de  Beugnot  pour  la  Marine.  Cest 
un  d^partcment  tr^s  difiBcile,  enti^rement  d^sorganis^,  et  qui  exige  plus  de 
fermete,  d'esprit  d*ordre,  et  d'amour  de  travail,  que  ce  ministre,  d'ailleurs 
honn§te  homme  et  estimable,  n*en  a  d^ployd  dans  la  gestion  de  la  police, 
d^partemeut  aussi  difficile  qu'important  dans  un  terns  aussi  orageux. 

Comptez  toujours,  Monsieur  le  Due,  sur  le  constant  attachement  de  votre 
fiddle  servitcur, 

DUHOUBIEZ. 


E.  Ootdbum^  Esq.^  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  dear  Lord,  Ghent,  14th  Dec,  1814. 

We  send  you  the  American  note,  which  we  have  just  received.  Their 
proposition  respecting  Passamaquoddy  Islands  will  satisfy  us,  provided  they 
witiidraw  that  part  of  it  which  stipulates  for  the  restoration  of  those  islands 
to  America  in  the  event  of  the  decision  respecting  them  not  being  made 
within  a  limited  time.  As  this  would  be  giving  them  an  additional  induce- 
ment to  decline  acting,  or  to  practise  some  fraud  in  order  to  delay  the 
decision  of  the  Commissioners,  we  shall  certainly  resist  it. 

Although  they  have  not  complied  with  the  arrangement  mentioned  in 
our  despatch,  viz.,  that  of  tendering  us  an  Article  with  respect  to  the 
fisheries  which  should  not  preclude  us  from  acting  on  our  rights  in  that 
respect,  yet  they  seem'to  be  approximating  to  our  proposition,  and  you  will, 
therefore,  see  in  this  an  additional  necessity  for  giving  us  our  instruction 
with  the  utmost  expedition.  Without  instructions  we  do  not  feel  ourselves 
by  any  means  authorised  to  draw  such  an  Article,  though  we  do  not 
conceive  that  there  would  be  any  particular  difficulty  in  doing  so.  It  is 
easy  to  imagine  that  the  Americans  may  be  unwilling  to  tender  one,  as  it 
might  expose  them  hereafter  to  a  charge  of  having  proposed  an  Article  on 
the  subject  of  the  fisheries  which  did  not  secure  their  admission  to  them, 
and  which  might  possibly  afford  some  argument  for  their  exclusion. 

We  really  think  upon  the  whole  that  such  an  Article  as  that  mentioned 
in  our  last  despatch  is  the  best  arrangement  which  we  are  likely  to  make, 
unless  you  should  deem  it  better  to  leave  out  altogether  any  stipulation 
respecting  the  fisheries  and  the  Mississippi,  and  content  ourselves  with  an 
answer  to  their  note,  in  which  we  may  state  as  distinctly  as  (or  perhaps 
more  so  than)  the  Americans  have  done  the  rights  which  we  consider  our- 
selves to  possess,  and  our  determination  to  exercise  them. 

Tours  ever  most  faithfully, 

Henry  Qoulburn. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

Dear  Bathurst,  15th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  doubt  very  much  the  policy  of  instructing  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on 
the  subject  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  complaint.  If  the  individuals  in 
question  were  really  subjects  of  France,  as  natives  of  Alsace,  has  she  not  a 
right  upon  our  own  principles  to  detain  them  ?  I  am  satisfied,  however, 
we  ought  not  at  this  moment  to  begin  a  quarrel  in  that  quarter,  except 
upon  very  strong  grounds.  The  alleged  grievance,  if  even  it  can  be  ocm- 
sidered  as  such,  would  better  be  passed  over  in  silence  for  the  present. 

I  quite  agree  that  it  may  be  very  desirable  to  have  a  full  Cabinet  on  our 
foreign  relations  before  we  separate  for  the  holidays ;  but  I  think  we  cannot 
form  any  opinion  of  what  it  may  be  proper  to  do  till  our  next  despatches 
from  Vienna  arrive.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  bring 
us  the  decision,  whatever  it  may  be,  as  to  Poland  and  Saxony.  By  sending 
Castlercagh  instructions  at  this  time  we  might  only  puzzle  him,  especially 
as  they  must  be  formed  in  total  ignorance  of  what  has  been  settled  respecting 
the  great  objects  in  question. 

I  have  not  the  alarms  about  Alexander  which  you  entertain.  I  am  per- 
suaded  he  is  forming  a  sea  of  troubles  for  himself,  and  that  this  question 
of  Poland  cannot  now  be  decided  in  any  manner  without  his  making  either 
the  Russians  or  the  Poles  his  enemies.  With  respect  to  a  good  under- 
standing with  France  upon  all  Continental  points,  I  think  it  very  denrable ; 
but  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  instruct  Wellington  to  come  to  close  quarters 
upon  this  idea  until  we  know  what  Castlercagh  has  done  about  Saxony.  I 
think  it  may  be  very  right  to  desire  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  not  to  leave 
London  till  the  next  despatches  from  Castlercagh  are  received. 

Ever  yours, 

LlYSBPOOIi. 

If  the  American  Treaty  shall  be  accompanied  with  any  reservation  in 
any  form,  it  ought  not  to  be  annoimced  to  the  public  till  a  Cabinet  has  been 
summoned  to  consider  of  it. 

[Enclosure.] 

12th  Dec,  1814. 

Our  foreign  relations  have  essentially  changed  since  Lord  Castlereagh'a 
departure.  Our  governing  object  then  was  to  keep  entire,  if  possible,  the  Grand 
Alliance  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia  with  Great  Britain.  From  an  appre- 
hension of  disturbing  it.  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his  interview  with  Louis  XVIIL 
repressed  the  advances  made  by  His  Majesty  closely  to  act  with  us  at  the 
CoDg^esB.  But  this  alliance  is  now  virtually  dissolved ;  for  our  attempts  to 
mediate  between  the  three  other  members  of  the  alliance  have  failed,  and  we 
have  clearly  incurred  the  resentment  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  by  the  attempt. 
As  Prussia  has  shown  that  her  own  immediate  safety  will  not  prevent  her 
becoming  subservient  to  the  views,  we  must  expect  her  to  be  equally  so  to  the 
resentments,  of  Alexander :  so  that  of  this  Grand  Alliance  we  must  consider 
two,  viz.,  Russia  and  Prussia,  as  practically  ranged  against  us  in  any  object  we 
have  at  heart,  and  Austria  alone  with  us.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  fifth 
great  European  Power,  which  is  France,  must  turn  the  scale. 
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It  is  submitted  whether  this  entire  change  of  our  foreign  relations  does  not 
require  us  to  consider,  before  we  sepeurate,  whether  it  ought  to  make  any  change 
in  our  policy,  in  order  that  Lord  Castlereagh  may  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  our  deliberations. 

It  appears  to  me  that  France  must  avail  herself  of  this  virtual  dissolution  of 
the  alliance,  and  that  the  questions  for  us,  therefore,  to  consider  are  :  1st.  What 
are  the  objects  the  attainment  of  which  we  can,  consistently  with  our  own 
interests,  propose  to  France,  in  order  to  induce  her  to  join  Austria  and  us? 
2nd.  What  would  be  the  consequence  of  her  siding  with  the  two  Northern 
Allies  ? 

The  objects  which  France  has  at  heart  and  with  which  we  can  concur  arc  : 
the  preservation  of  Saxony ;  the  restoration  of  the  King  of  Sicily  to  Naples ; 
the  integrity  of  what  remains  of  the  Turkish  dominions,  and  consequently 
obliging  Russia  to  execute  what  by  her  last  treaty  she  had  consented  to  restore. 
To  these  may  be  added  a  better  division  of  Poland. 

By  a  cooperation  with  France,  all  these  points  could  be  carried  without  a 
war ;  for  a  memorial  requiring  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Saxony  by  the 
Prussian  troops,  if  it  were  signed  by  Austria,  France,  and  ourselves  (and  Prince 
Repnin's  proclamation  fully  justifies  our  joining  in  such  a  demand},  would  not 
be  resisted ;  and  then  one  instemce  of  retrocession  on  record,  it  may  be  expected 
the  rest  will  follow. 

The  objection  to  thus  cooperating  with  France  is,  that  we  thereby  re- 
establish her  influence  in  Germany  and  Italy.  But  if  we  dread  the  increase 
of  her  influence  by  engaging  her  on  our  side,  what  will  she  become  by  uniting 
with  the  Northern  Allies? 

By  such  an  union  she  may  hope  to  recover  Flanders  up  to  Antwerp,  if  not 
extend  her  boundary  to  the  Rhine.  To  this  the  Emperor  Alexander  would 
not  object,  and  in  his  present  temper  cheerfully  concur  in  it  as  the  means  of 
humbling  us.  If  France  promised  to  pay  the  three  millions  which  we  sliall 
probably  refuse  to  him,  it  would  be  an  irresistible  temptation. 

Should  the  acquisition  of  Saxony,  which  for  such  an  object  France  would 
abandon,  not  secure  the  concurrence  of  Prussia,  the  expectation  of  ultimately 
obtaining  Hanover  would  not  fail  to  reconcile  her  to  the  danger  to  which,  by 
the  annexation  of  Flanders  to  France,  her  boundary  would  be  exposed. 

What,  then,  could  we  oppose  to  an  invasion  of  Flanders  with  the  consent 
of  Russia  and  the  acquiescence  of  Prussia  ?  Austria,  with  her  frontiers  ex- 
posed and  threatened,  could  not  detach  troops  to  our  support  They  could 
not  arrive  without  passing  a  neutral  or  hostile  country,  and  we  could  not 
expect  her,  menaced  as  she  would  bo,  to  invade  France  by  way  of  diversion. 
All  Europe,  from  Sicily  to  Sweden,  would  acquiesce,  some  secretly,  others 
openly,  wishing  France  success.  Even  the  troops  of  Hanover  must  be  with- 
drawn from  Flanders,  as  her  frontier  would  be  threatened.  Holland  herself 
would  be  impatient  to  secure  by  a  peace  her  ancient  territory,  rather  tlian 
continue  a  hopeless  contest. 

The  truth  is,  that  a  war  with  England  would  at  this  moment  be  so  popular 
in  France,  and  the  recovery  of  Flanders  so  desirable  in  the  opinion  of  all  parties 
in  that  country,  that  nothing  would  prevent  France  from  joining  the  Northern 
Allies  but  the  influence  of  some  personal  and  some  national  feelings,  which  at 
present  operate  in  our  &vour. 

The  reluctance  of  Louis  XYIII.  to  engage  immediately  in  a  war  against 
England,  where  he  had  been  so  recently  protected,  and  to  whose  influence  he 
more  immediately  owes  his  restomtion ;  his  dislike  to  the  Emperor  Alexander ; 
the  common  wish  entertained  both  by  the  King  and  the  nation  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  Saxony  ;  and  the  national  irritation  wliich  is  felt  reciprocally  by  Prussia 
and  France  against  each  other,  keep  the  parties  at  a  distau^i^i.    \i  V3  V*vv\v^'5^ 
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with  us  Franco  should  not  extend  her  own  dominiona^  she  would  at  least 
remove  the  alleged  necessity  of  so  doing  by  restraining  the  aggrandiBement  of 
her  opponents. 

But  these  estrangements  and  motives  for  forbearance  will  soon  lose  their 
influence.  Lord  Wellington  could  make  the  union  by  personal  conferences 
now ;  but  when  France  becomes  more  prepared  to  act  (and  it  is  evident  she 
has  the  will  as  well  as  the  opportunity  of  doing  so),  it  may  no  longer  be  in  our 
power  to  give  to  her  actions  the  right  direction. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Mr.  Canning. 

My  dear  Canninq,  Fife  House,  15th  Dec,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  from  the  Tagus  of  the  29th  ultimo.  We  are 
all  very  much  obliged  to  Casamajor  for  his  attention  in  detaining  the 
Lisbon  jiacket  for  some  days,  as  we  have  thereby  escaped  the  alarm  which 
the  report  of  the  destruction  of  the  Leviaihan  must  have  excited  in  the 
minds  of  all  your  friends  and  of  all  those  who  are  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  persons  who  were  on  board  of  her.  The  circulation  of  the  report 
is  altogether  unaccountable,  as  we  have  no  knowledge  of  any  accident 
having  happened  to  any  British  ship  on  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
or  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  at  that  time. 

We  have  letters  from  Lord  Strangford  of  the  12th  of  October,  It  appears 
that  every  effort  had  been  used  to  prevent  the  Prince  of  Brazils  from  re- 
turning to  Europe,  and  that  he  had  actually  announced  his  intention  of 
remaining  for  some  time  longer  at  Rio  Janeiro,  It  remains,  however,  to 
be  seen  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Bcresford  and  his 
squadron.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Prince  Regent  may  be  led,  upon  that 
event  occurring,  to  change  again  his  determination,  especially  if  he  should 
entertain  the  apprehension  that  the  British  squadron  would  not  be  suffered 
to  remain  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  beyond  a  certain  time,  and  that  he  may  be 
precluded,  therefore,  from  the  advantages  of  such  a  conveyance  altogether, 
if  he  is  not  disposed  to  pro6t  by  it  at  present. 

I  should  inform  you  that  some  time  after  your  departure' Count  Funchal 
desired  permission  to  wait  upon  our  Prince  Regent  at  Brighton,  and  ho 
there  delivered  to  him  a  letter  from  the  Prince  of  Brazils,  of  which  he  had 
no  copy,  and  of  which  he  professed  (I  believe  truly)  not  to  know  the 
contents. 

This  letter  contained  a  strong  application  to  our  Prince  to  recall  Lord 
Strangford  on  account  of  offensive  language  which  he  had  held  on  several 
occasions,  but  more  particularly  to  His  Royal  Highness  personally,  respecting 
Monsieur  d*Aranjo. 

We  thought  it  better  to  defer  taking  any  notice  of  this  letter  for  a  short 
time ;  but  the  last  mail  has  brought  us  some  further  accounts  of  proceedings 
of  Lord  Strangford,  which,  however  well  intended,  cannot  regularly  be 
justified,  and  we  have  judged  it  right,  therefore,  to  withdraw  him,  but 
without  any  disgrace,  resting  it  partly  on  the  ground  of  the  Prince's  letter, 
and  partly  on  the  probable  return  of  the  Prince  of  the  Brazils  to  Portugal, 
and  of  your  having  been  appointed  Ambassador  there  to  meet  him. 

This  measure,  if  the  Prince  should  return,  may  be  of  advantage,  as  he 
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cannot  fail  to  regard  it  in  some  degree  as  a  concession  to  him,  and  as  it  may, 
therefore,  mollify  his  mind  and  render  him  more  manageable  upon  other 
points. 

The  last  accounts  of  the  discussions  between  Marshal  Beresford  and 
Monsieur  de  Forjaz  were  very  unfavourable.  I  quite  agree  with  you  in 
the  propriety  of  keeping  the  military  arrangements  as  much  as  possible  in 
statu  quo  until  the  Prince's  return,  or  until  at  least  we  know  after  Sir  John 
Beresford*s  arrival  that  His  Royal  Highness  does  not  mean  to  return.  I 
have  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  either  of  these  alternatives  it  will  become 
expedient  to  bring  the  business  to  a  short  point,  and  to  inform  the  Portu- 
guese government  explicitly  that  if  they  will  not  receive  Marshal  Beresford's 
services  upon  the  only  conditions  on  which  he  can  consider  them  as  likely 
to  be  useful,  the  British  government  cannot  consent  to  allow  Marshal 
Beresford  to  remain  in  Portugal,  but  must  employ  him  and  the  British 
officers  who  are  under  him  elsewhere. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  instructions  of  the  Portuguese  government 
to  their  ministers  at  the  Congress  at  Vienna  respecting  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade  are  very  unsatisfactory.  They  have  declared  that  they  are  not 
authorised  to  agree  to  the  total  abolition  of  the  trade  in  less  than  eight 
years.  I  have  written  to  Castlereagh  to  inform  him  that  whilst  we  think 
it  might  be  unfair  to  require  of  the  Portuguese  government  harder  terms 
than  we  have  granted  to  France,  it  was  quite  essential  that  the  French 
terms  should  be  the  limit  of  our  concessions  to  other  Powers ;  that  unless 
we  adopted  this  course  of  proceeding,  the  French  government  might  have 
some  pretence  for  flying  ofif  from  their  engagements,  and  that  we  should  be 
acting  besides  Avith  great  unfairness  towards  the  King  of  France,  who  had 
agreed  to  abolish  the  trade  immediately  north  of  Cape  Formosa,  though  in 
making  this  concession  he  was  acting  against  tlie  prejudices  of  a  very  large 
party  in  France  ;  that  it  was  very  desirable,  therefore,  that  the  Congress 
should  consider  the  engagements  of  France  as  the  utmost  relaxation  of  the 
general  principle  to  which  they  could  subscribe  ;  and  that  with  regard  to 
those  Powers  who  would  not  concur  in  the  measure  to  this  extent,  they 
should  adopt  the  suggestion  of  excluding  them  from  all  commerce  in  their 
respective  ports  in  articles  of  West  India  produce. 

Liverpool. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Mt  DEAB  Lord,  Vienna,  17th  Dec.,  1814. 

Although  I  cannot  announce  to  you  the  result  of  our  Saxon  negotiation, 
I  think  it  right  to  apprise  you  in  a  private  letter  of  a  diplomatic  explosion 
which  has  taken  place  since  I  last  wrote  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  and 
which  has  been  productive  of  very  animated  discussions  between  these 
Courts  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

It  arose  out  of  Prince  Mettemich's  answer,  now  sent,  refusing  Saxony 
to  Prussia.  This  exasperated  the  Prussians,  and  induced  our  friend  Har- 
denberg  to  do  a  very  incorrect  act,  to  which  he  must  have  been  pushed  on 
by  others,  possibly  with  a  view  to  his  own  overthrow,  namely,  to  com- 
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mnnicate  to  the  Emperor  of  Rusna  parts  of  the  confidential  correspondence 
that  had  passed  between  himself  and  Prince  Mettemich  with  respect  to 
Poland,  and  their  concert  against  the  views  of  Russia. 

These  secret  papers  were  accompanied  with  an  insinuation  that  Austria 
now  broke  faith  with  Prussia  upon  the  point  of  Saxony,  in  consequence  of 
Prussia  refusing  to  enter  into  a  hostile  alliance  against  Russia. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  the  Emperor  of  Russia  went  to  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  and  reproached  him  with  the  alleged  hostile  purpose. 
The  Emperor  very  naturally  replied  that  if  his  minister  had  written  such  a 
letter,  it  was  without  his  knowledge,  and  that  he  must  be  called  on  to 
explain. 

Under  these  circumstances  Prince  Mettemich  had  no  other  alternative 
but  to  carry  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  his  own  justification,  all  his  own 
letters,  leaving  it  to  Prince  Hardenberg  to  produce  his  or  not,  as  he  thought 
fit.  The  fact  happens  to  be,  that  the  only  really  objectionable  letters  are 
the  Chancellor's  own.  Mettemich's  are  perfectly  fair  diplomatic  papers, 
avowing  in  very  proper  terms  the  objections  of  his  Court  to  the  Russian 
views ;  whereas  Hardenberg,  in  order  to  escape  an  avowed  opposition  to 
Russia,  in  which  he  found  himself  disavowed,  did  not  simply  confine  him- 
self to  being  most  unnecessarily  the  advocate  of  peace,  but  undertook  to 
show  that  the  Emperor  must  soon  be  ruined  by  his  own  politics,  that  in  a 
few  years  his  military  power  would  become  comparatively  feeble,  and  that 
it  was  then  the  Allies  might  seize  an  occasion  of  doing  themselves  justice. 

It  is  hardly  credible  that  with  such  appendant  matter  he  should  venture 
to  risk  the  communication  of  Mettemich's  replies,  all  of  which  originate 
in  papers  of  his  own,  more  or  less  indiscreet,  and  infinitely  more  incon- 
sistent, particularly  with  the  Prussian  relations  with  Russia,  than  any- 
thing Mettemich  had  written.  In  trath  Prince  Mettemich's  letter  of  the 
22nd  October,  which  I  have  sent  home,  evinces  a  sincere  desire  to  conci- 
liate, and  not  to  quarrel  with  Russia. 

The  whole,  as  you  may  imagine,  made  for  two  days  a  great  sensation, 
but  the  result  perhaps  may  serve  to  prove  what  I  have  ventured  before  to 
allege,  that  the  climate  of  Russia  is  often  the  more  serene  after  a  good 
squall.  The  justificatory  interview  between  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and 
Mettemich  was  not  the  less  stormy,  from  a  little  private  note  of  the  latter, 
denying,  in  terms  not  very  measured,  some  reported  insinuations  of  His 
Imperial  Majesty's  against  his  fidelity  to  Prassia.  This  note  was,  either 
most  ungenerously  or  most  unaccountably,  amongst  the  papers  sent^  and 
served  not  a  little  to  exasperate.  The  audience  terminated  by  His  Imperial 
Majesty's  saying  he  should  give  his  answer  to  the  Emperor  in  person. 

The  interview  between  the  Emperors  took  place  the  following  morning, 
and,*  according  to  the  report  I  have  received,  was  marked  by  peculiar 
conciliation  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  Alexander ;  a  wish  to  settle  all 
differences,  and  to  be  the  best  possible  friends ;  regret  that  he  could  not 
meet  the  Emperor  of  Austria's  wishes  about  Cracovie,  which  the  Poles 
could  not  bear  he  should  alienate  as  the  tomb  of  their  kings ;  but  that  in 
lieu  thereof,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  regard,  he  would  cede  the  circle  of  Tema- 
pole,  which  he  had  received  from  Austria  by  the  Peace  of  Vienna.  This 
district  contains  a  population  of  not  less  than  400,000  subjects;  and 
although  the  cession  will  not  serve  Austria  in  point  of  frontier,  it  is  cer- 
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tainly  the  most  substantial  proof  of  a  disposition  to  treat  a  VaimaUe  which 
His  Imperial  Majesty  has  yet  afforded.  The  Emperor  expressed  his  hope 
that  Prussia  would  also  accommodate,  and  that  all  might  be  arranged. 

I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  cannot  but  infer  from  what  has  occurred  that 
this  disclosure  has  produced  rather  a  salutary  impression  on  the  Emperor*& 
mind.  Had  these  ministers  spoken  as  bold  truths  to  His  Imperial  Majesty 
in  their  interviews  as  they  did  to  each  other  in  their  letters,  and  had  they 
supported  Tne  in  the  clear  and  decisive  tone  which  their  oflBcial  correspond- 
ence entitled  mo  to  expect,  my  persuasion  is  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
would  have  come  to  a  suitable  arrangement  with  respect  to  the  point  of 
Poland,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassment  he  had  previously  created  for 
himself  by  hopes  given  to  the  Poles.  In  this  correspondence  the  Emperor 
clearly  perceived  that  I  had  not  been  mistaken  in  representing  to  him  the 
real  feelings  of  his  Allies ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  made  their  im« 
pression  even  after  the  concert  had  failed.  I  am  afraid,  however,  the  dis* 
closure  will  operate  prejudicially  on  the  relations  between  Austria  and 
Prussia. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  truth,  my  dear  Lord, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Cabtlebeagu. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpod  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

Deab  Bathxtbst,  Fife  House,  18th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  have  considered  the  subject  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  letter,  which 
you  showed  me  yesterday ;  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  (though  it  might 
be  more  desirable,  on  the  King  of  France's  account  as  well  as  for  other 
reasons,  that  the  offer  should  not  be  made)  if  the  offer  of  an  estate  in  France 
is  mado  to  him,  he  cannot  refuse  it  after  having  accepted  similar  marks  of 
favour  from  Spain  and  the  Netherlands. 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 

Liverpool. 


Viscount  Castkreagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Mv  DEAR  Lord,  Vienna,  18th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  forwarded  by  the  last  messenger  an  unofficial  paper  received  from  the 
Duke  de  Campochiaro,  with  some  very  interesting  and  important  com- 
ments upon  it  by  Count  Nugent.  You  will  observe  by  the  enclosed  public 
and  private  letters  that  I  have  sent  both  these  papers  to  Lord  William 
Bentinck  for  further  elucidation. 

I  send  home  such  part  of  tho  correspondence  relating  to  this  subject  as 
you  have  called  for.  I  think  Murat's  pretensions  to  be  acknowledged  by 
us  cannot  be  sustained :  they  do  not  rest  upon  any  formal  engagement. 
The  whole  claim  turns  upon  an  assurance  contingent  upon  two  conditions : 
1st.  His  effective  cooperation  ;  2ndly.  The  King  of  Sicily  being  indemnified. 
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Neither  of  these  conditioDs  have  or  are  now  to  be  realized.  If  Marat's 
conduct  in  the  war  had  been  such  as  we  were  entitled  to  expect,  it  might 
be  urged  that  he  ought  not  to  Bu£fer  from  the  King's  refusal  of  indenmity, 
even  were  it  possible  to  propose  one  for  his  acceptance,  which  it  is  not ;  but 
where  the  whole  course  of  Murat's  proceedings  was,  in  the  judgment  and 
view  of  the  whole  army,  dilatory,  wavering,  and  suspicious,  and  when  we 
know  from  the  Viceroy,  although  he  will  not  be  an  e^dence  on  the  question, 
that  he  was  engaged  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  a  traitorous  intercourse 
with  him,  it  appears  to  me  impossible  to  suffer  the  contingent  assurance 
given  by  Lord  William  Bentinck  to  the  Marquis  di  Gallo  on  the  1st  of 
April,  under  the  authority  of  my  letter  from  Chatillon  of  the  21st  of  Fe- 
bruary— an  assurance  which  you  will  observe  from  the  enclosed  was  given 
under  expressions  of  pointed  qualification  at  the  time — to  supersede  all  the 
claims  the  Sicilian  family  have  to  the  favour  and  protection  of  Great 
Britain,  much  more  to  engage  the  employment  of  our  power,  under  sudi 
circumstances,  to  secure  an  usurper  against  them  in  their  kingdom  of 
Naples. 

Prince  Talleyrand  a  few  days  since  spoke  to  me  on  this  subject ;  and  as  I 
found  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  been  making  overtures  of  concert 
with  him  on  this  point,  in  hopes  of  rendering  France  less  adverse  to  his 
views  in  other  quarters,  I  thought  it  of  importance  to  enter  so  far  into  the 
question  as  to  make  him  understand  that  I  considered  the  British  govern- 
ment as  not  VK)und  to  Murat.  I  stated  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
assurance  of  the  1st  of  April  had  been  given,  and  my  reasons  for  being  of 
opinion  that  the  conditions  had  not  been  fulfilled  on  Murat's  part.  The 
Prince  added  some  circumstances  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  which 
also  went  to  establish  Murat's  treachery.  1  suggested  that  possibly  some- 
thing might  be  found  in  the  offices  at  Paris  to  prove  this  fact.  He  promised 
me  to  have  immediate  search  made,  but  stated  that  he  believed  both  Murat's 
and  the  Viceroy's  correspondence  was  carried  on  directly  with  Buonaparte, 
and  did  not  pass  through  any  of  the  offices  of  government. 

Prince  Talleyrand  pursued  the  subject  with  a  view  to  some  understanding 
as  to  the  course  to  be  taken  on  the  question  here.  Not  deeming  it  proper 
to  show  any  indisposition  to  meet  his  views  upon  this  point,  I  repeated  to 
him  the  satisfaction  the  Prince  Regent  would  feel  in  contributing  as  far  as 
prudence  would  justify  to  restore  his  ally  to  the  throne  of  Naples ;  that  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  the  ideas  of  his  Court  as  to  the  steps  advisable  to  be 
adopted,  short  of  war,  to  effect  this  object.  I  used  the  terms  "  short  of  war," 
as  any  concert  of  this  nature  would  require  time,  could  only  grow  out  of 
the  previous  failure  of  milder  measures,  and  must  ultimately  be  influenced 
by  circumstances  not  capable  of  an  immediate  estimate.  I  begged  the  Prince 
would  give  me  a  confidential  memorandum  upon  this  point,  that  I  might 
profit  by  the  interval  to  consult  my  government  upon  the  most  suitable 
course  to  be  adopted. 

I  now  enclose  this  memorandum.  In  receiving  it  from  Prince  Talley- 
rand, I  had  a  further  conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject,  I  urged  the 
importance  of  distinct  proofs  of  Murat's  treachery,  if  such  could  be  procured 
at  Paris,  not  only  as  making  our  case  more  clear  both  before  Parliament 
and  the  world,  but  also  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  Austria  from  the  em- 
barrassment of  her  existing  engagements.    I  think  I  succeeded  in  making 
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Prince  Talleyrand  understand  our  real  sitnation  on  this  subject ;  that  he 
was  satisfied  of  the  desire  we  felt  to  concur  with  France  on  this  object ;  and 
that  the  danger  that  might  have  arisen  from  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  his 
Court,  either  as  to  our  ability  or  our  inclination  to  support  the  King  of 
Sicily's  pretensions,  a  doubt  to  which  the  publications  and  discussions  in 
England  were  but  too  much  calculated  to  give  countenance,  has  been 
obviated.  ♦ 

As  the  object  of  my  asking  for  this  memorandum  was  to  secure,  if  pos- 
sible, a  reference  home  before  we  were  called  upon  to  take  a  final  decision, 
I  thought  it  better  to  elicit,  as  far  as  possible.  Prince  Talleyrand's  views 
ratlier  than  anticipate  the  discussion  of  what  ought,  under  all  circumstances, 
to  be  our  final  measure.  I  clearly  perceived  that  Franco  is  as  little  disposed 
as  we  are  for  immediate  war  to  enforce  compliance.  You  will  perceive,  to 
quiet  the  alarms  Austria  and  Sardinia  feel  of  a  French  army  crossing  the 
Alps,  he  formally  declares  against  any  hostile  operation  by  the  north  of 
Italy,  which  leads  to  all  the  delays  of  a  maritime  attack,  the  distant  period 
of  which  may  be  estimated  when  France  and  Spain  are  to  be  prominent 
features  in  its  execution. 

Prince  Talleyrand's  main  reliance  for  getting  rid  of  Murat  is  the  pledge 
proposed  to  be  taken  against  his  pretensions,  and  which  he  hopes  all  the 
Powers  except  Austria  would  concur  in.  This  would  for  the  time  save  the 
honour  of  his  government ;  but  I  doubt  its  having  any  serious  effect  upon 
Murat's  situation,  or  inducing  him,  as  Prince  Talleyrand  expects,  to  come 
forward  with  terms  of  accommodation.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  always 
an  inconvenience  in  such  abstract  declarations,  unaccompanied  with  any 
practical  measure,  either  of  war  or  negotiation,  and  which  are  capable  of 
being  represented,  in  theory  at  least,  an  interminable  bar  to  the  relations  of 
peace  being  re-established  between  the  principal  States  of  Europe  and  the 
kingdom  of  Naples. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  species  of  declaration  would  be  open  to  peculiar 
inconvenience  in  a  Parliamentary  point  of  view.  I  think  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  satisfy  Parliament  and  Europe  that  Great  Britain  owed  it  to 
herself  to  concur  in  a  negotiation  to  remove  Murat  from  the  throne  of 
Naples,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  viz.  the  existing  state  of 
Europe,  now  comprising  two  great  States,  viz.  France  and  Spain,  who 
cannot  be  expected  to  acknowledge  Murat ;  the  strong,  I  may  say  the  almost 
irresistible  claims,  now  incapable  of  being  satisfied  in  any  other  manner, 
which  the  Sicilian  family  have  upon  those  States,  with  wllom  they  have  co- 
operated throughout  the  war,  and  the  very  small  claim  established  by  Murat 
by  his  conduct  in  the  field  to  be  protected  against  the  ancient  family. 

I  should,  therefore,  prefer  an  actual  offer  of  terms  to  Murat,  whether 
successful  or  not,  to  a  more  insulated  declaration.  If  liberal,  they  would 
reconcile  the  public  feeling  to  any  future  policy  of  a  more  hostile  nature. 
The  case  against  him  in  reasoning  is  abundantly  strong  to  bear  out  this  first 
step.  The  mere  fact  of  the  negotiation  is  by  inference  a  denial  of  his  title 
and  a  recognition  of  his  adversary.  A  refusal  on  his  part  would  justify  his 
non-recognition,  and  leave  open  aU  future  measures  to  prudential  considera- 
tion. The  attempt  on  the  part  of  so  many  preponderating  States  to  restore 
the  ancient  family  must  tend  to  weaken  Murat's  authority  within  the 
country,  and  call  forth  a  sentiment,  if  such  exists,  in  favour  of  Ferdi- 
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Dond  IV .,  without  seeming  to  provoke  insurrection  by  a  sentence  of  illegiti- 
macy passed  upon  Murat,  unaccompanied,  however,  by  any  expedient  to 
facilitate  a  favourable  settlement  between  tliese  rival  pretensions. 

The  future  course  to  be  pursued  would  remain  fairly  open  to  decision. 
The  public  mind  of  Europe,  once  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  the  first 
measure,  would  be  gradually  prepared  for  any  ulterior  proceedings,  and  we 
should  close  the  transactions  before  Congress  without  any  further  embar- 
rassment than  a  dissent  on  the  part  of  Austria  alone  to  the  institution  of  a 
negotiation  to  settle,  if  possible,  amicably  a  point  which  certainly  in  its 
present  shape  menaces  most  seriously  the  peace  of  Italy,  if  not  of  Europe. 

I  enclose  a  short  memorandum,  suggesting  for  your  consideration  the 
course  which  I  should  myself  prefer  to  that  proposed  by  Prince  Talleyrand 
ou  this  question. 

Castlebeagh. 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 

Viscount  CastlereaglCs  Projet  respecting  Murat. 

Under  the  existing  circumstances  of  Europe,  the  impossibility  of  finding  any 
adequate  territorial  indemnity  to  propose  to  Ferdinand  IV.  as  an  inducement 
to  His  Majesty  to  cede  his  rights  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the  avowed 
purpose  not  to  accept  of  any  indemnity  in  exchange  for  such  his  pretensions, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  peace  of  Europe  (which  must  be  dangerously  me- 
naced so  long  as  a  disputed  succession  with  respect  to  so  important  a  kingdom 
shall  exist)  can  alone  be  effectually  consolidated  by  the  restoration  of  the 
ancient  and  legitimate  family  to  the  throne  of  Naples. 

Wo  are  further  of  opinion,  regard  being  had  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  Miu*at  now  exercises  the  powers  of  government  in  Naples,  and  the  im- 
portance of  avoiding  measures  that  might  compromise  the  public  tranquillity 
and  involve  the  Neapolitan  people  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  that  it  is  fit 
and  proper  that  an  adequate  and  permanent  provision,  as  far  as  may  be,  of  a 
pecuniary  nature  should  be  secured  to  Murat  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

Should  Murat,  in  deference  to  the  sentiments  of  Europe,  and  preferring  the 
repose  and  safety  of  the  nation  to  the  gratification  of  his  own  ambition,  consent 
peaceably  to  abdicate  in  favour  of  the  ancient  Sovereigns  that  every  assurance 
be  afforded  him,  on  the  part  of  our  respective  Sovereigns,  that  he  may  rely  on 
receiving  from  them,  towards  himself  and  his  family,  every  mark  of  considera- 
tion and  attention:  and  that,  in  the  event  of  his  thinking  fit  to  establish  his 
future  residence  within  any  of  their  dominions,  that  he  may  expect  from  them 
the  most  cordial  and  hospitable  reception. 

That  as  a  farther  and  honourable  motive  to  induce  him  to  make  this  sacrifice 
to  the  repose  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  we  are  prepared,  and  consider  it  our 
duty,  to  offer  our  united  efforts  to  procure  a  settlement,  as  the  condition  of  his 
abdication  in  favour  of  Ferdinand  IV.,  by  which,  under  the  solemn  guarantee 
of  our  respective  Sovereigns,  a  complete  oblivion  of  the  past  and  an  abjuration 
of  every  vindictive  or  unkind  feeling  as  to  the  future  shall  be  secured,  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty  Ferdinand  IV.  and  his  successors,  to  the  Neapolitan  people. 
We  are  also  ready  to  provide,  as  the  condition  of  His  Majesty's  resumption, 
that  he  shall  secure  to  his  Neapolitan  subjects  such  rights  and  privileges  as,  in 
addition  to  a  general  amnesty  and  confinnation  of  the  existing  state  of  pro- 
perty, may  be  just  and  reasonable.  That  a  joint  commission  be  appointed  to 
open  a  communication  with  Murat  upon  the  principles  above  laid  down,  and 
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that  they  be  anthoiised  to  adsure  him  of  the  sincere  desire  which  animates  our 
respective  Courts  to  give  to  this  overture  the  most  amicable  and  friendly  cha- 
racter, consistent  with  what  is  due  to  the  rights  of  the  legitimate  family  and 
to  the  paramount  duty  imposed  upon  us  of  adequately  providing  for  the  future 
repose  and  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

II. 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  W,  C,  Bent  tuck. 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  10th  Dec,  1814. 

Having  heard  that  your  Lordship  is  in  Italy,  I  take  advantage  of  a  courier 
proceeding  to  Genoa  with  despatches  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  confi- 
dential paper  received  some  time  since  from  the  Duke  de  Campochiaro,  with 
the  remarks  of  a  General  officer  thereupon. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  to  consider  both  these  papers 
attentively,  and  favour  me  with  such  comments  upon  them  as  may  assist  the 
British  government  in  justly  appreciating  Murat's  conduct  throughout  the 
period  of  the  late  campaign. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  state  the  date  and  circumstances  under 
which  your  note  to  the  Marquis  di  Gktllo  was  presented,  as  referred  to  by  the 
Duke  de  Campochiaro,  accompanying  the  same  with  such  remarks  as  to  Murat's 
conduct,  subsequent  to  the  presentation  of  the  said  note,  as  the  course  of  events 
may  have  suggested. 

I  have,  &c., 

Castlebeaoh. 

III. 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  W,  C,  Bentinck. 

My  dear  Lord,  ,  Vienna,  18th  Dec.,  1814. 

As  our  relations  with  Sicily  and  Naples  are  likely  to  become  a  subject  of 
important  consideration  both  here  and  in  England,  I  am  anxious  to  obtain 
every  information  that  can  throw  light  upon  the  conduct  of  Murat  under  the 
engagements  he  had  contracted.  I  shall  be  very  thankful  to  your  Lordship  if 
you  will  assist  me  in  this  object,  both  as  far  as  your  own  observation  goes  and 
by  recurring  to  any  other  sources  that  you  can  avail  yourself  of  without 
attracting  attention. 

The  messenger  who  carries  this  letter  to  your  Lordship  is  also  the  bearer  of 
my  order  to  General  Sir  J.  Dalrymple  to  transfer,  as  far  as  depends  on  him, 
the  provisional  government  of  Genoa  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  to  act  with 
the  troops  under  his  command  as  an  auxiliary  corps  in  His  Majesty's  service 
till  further  orders.  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  be  satisfied  that  if  we  have 
not  felt  it  possible  to  preserve  to  Genoa  her  separate  existence,  we  have 
acted  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  assurances  of  protection  which  you  gave  the 
people. 

I  trust  you  will  approve  the  safeguards  obtained  for  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  Genoese,  and  that  you  will  employ  your  personal  influence  to  bring 
them  and  their  future  Sovereign  together  under  the  most  conciliatory  auspices. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Lord, 

Very  sincerely  and  fluthfully  yours, 

Castlereagh. 

P.S.  The  paper  of  remarks  I  send  to  you  is  from  General  Count  Nugent 
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IV. 
The  Prince  de  Talleyrand  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Vlenne,  le       D^,  1814. 

Yous  m'avcz  invitd  k  yoxxb  foire  connoitre  de  quelle  maniere  je  coii9oi8  qne 
lafiairc  do  Naples  doit  dtro  regldc  an  Ck)ngit^ ;  car,  pour  ce  qui  est  de  la  d^ 
coasitc  de  I'y  regler,  c'cst  un  point  snr  leqncl  il  ne  aanroit  y  avoir  nn  senl 
moment  d'inccrtitndo  dans  nn  esprit  tel  que  le  T6tre.  Ce  scroit  it  jamaiB  un 
sujct  de  rcprochc,  et  jo  dirai  memo  un  e'tcrnel  sujet  de  honte,  si  lo  droit  de 
souvorainete  sur  un  ancien  ct  beau  royaume,  comme  celui  de  Naples,  ctant 
contcste,  1*  Europe  rcunio  pour  la  premiere  fois,  et  pour  la  demiere  peut-^tre, 
en  Congrbs  general,  laissoit  ind^ise  une  question  de  cette  nature  ;  et  con- 
sacrant  oh  quelquo  sorto  I'usurpation  par  son  silence,  donnoit  lieu  de  penser 
que  Tuniquo  source  du  droit  est  la  force.  Je  n'ai  point  non  plus  k  ^tablir,  vis- 
k-vis  do  Votre  Excellence,  les  droits  de  Ferdinand  IV.  L*Angleterre  n*a 
jamais  cessd  do  les  reconnoitre.  Dans  la  guerre  oU  11  a  perdu  Naples,  ello  ^toit 
son  alli^o  ;  ello  I'a  toujours  ete  depuis ;  cllo  Tost  encore.  Jamais  elle  n'a  le- 
connu  lo  titro  que  prend  colui  qui  gouveme  k  Naples,  ni  les  droits  que  oe  titre 
suppose.  Ainsi,  pour  concourir  k  assurer  ceux  du  Roi  Ferdinand,  I'Angleterre 
n'a  qu'une  chose  bien  simple  a  fairo,  qui  est  de  declarer  en  Congr^  ce  qu'elle 
a  toujours  rcconnu,  quo  Ferdinand  IV.  est  lo  le'gitime  souverain  du  loyaume 
do  Naples. 

Peut-^tre  quo  TAngleterre,  juaqu'ici  ralliee  do  Ferdinand  IV.,  pent-«tro 
croira-t-elle  sa  gloiro  memo  interessce  k  Tassister,  si  besoin  est,  do  ses  forces 
pour  reutrcr  en  possession  du  royaume  dont  il  aura  dtc  reconnu  souverain ; 
mais  CO  n'cst  point  une  obligation  qui  puisso  d^oulcr  d'une  reconnoiasance 
puro  et  simple  des  droits  de  ce  Prince  ;  car  la  reconnoissanco  d'un  droit  n'em- 
porto  naturcllement  d'autre  obligation  que  cello  do  ne  rien  faire  qui  lui  soit 
contraire,  et  de  n'appuyer  aucune  pretention  qui  lui  soit  opposeo.  Elle  n'em- 
porte  point  coUe  do  combattre  pour  sa  defense. 

II  so  peut  quo  jo  mo  fosse  illusion ;  mais  il  me  paroit  infinimont  probable 
qu'unc  declaration  francbo  ct  unanime  des  puissances  do  TEurope,  ot  la  certi- 
tude qu  auroit  celui  qui  gouveme  k  Naples  de  n'etro  soutcnu  do  personnc,  ren- 
droit  inutile  reraploi  de  la  force  ;  mais  si  le  contraire  arrivoit,  ccux-lk  seuls 
scroiont  les  alliees  ndcessaires  du  Roi  Ferdinand  qui  jugeroicnt  k  propos  de  lui 
prctcr  leur  appui. 

Craindroit-on  que,  dans  co  cas,  la  gucrro  ne  8*etendit  hors  des  limites  du 
royaume  do  Naples,  et  que  la  tranquillitc'  do  I'ltalio  ne  ftit  de  nouveau  trou- 
bide  ?  Craindroit-on  quo  des  troupes  dtrangeres  ne  traversassent  I'ltalie  ?  On 
obvicroit  facilemcnt  k  ces  craintes  en  stipulant  quo  le  royaume  do  Naples  no 
pourroit  dtre  attaqud  imr  le  continent  Italien.  L'Autricho  paroit  s'Stro  engagde 
cnvcrs  celui  qui  gouveme  k  Naples  k  le  garantir  de  toute  attaquc  de  ce  cot^ ; 
ct  si  ello  ne  s'est  cngagde  qu'k  cola,  commo  on  doit  natureUement  le  prdsumer 
(car  conmient  supposer  que  I'Empereur  d'Autriche  ait  garanti,  contre  les 
droits  d'un  Prince  k  la  fois  son  oncle  et  son  bcau-pbre,  la  possession  d'un 
royaumo  qu'il  a  perdu  en  faisant  cause  commune  avcc  I'Autriche  ?\  elle  ne 
peut-^tro  cmbarrassde  de  concilier  avec  la  justice  et  avcc  les  sentimens  naturcls 
les  cngagemens  quo  des  circonstancos  oxtraordinaires  lui  out  fait  prendre. 

II  me  semblo  done  quo  Ton  pout  satisfairo  en  mOmo  tems  k  tons  les  devoirs, 
a  tons  les  intdrdts,  ct  k  toutes  les  convenances,  par  un  article  tel  que  le  sui- 
vant ; — 

"  L'Europe  rdunie  en  Congr^s  reconnoit  S.M.  Ferdinand  IV.  comme  l(%itime 
Roi  de  Naples.    Toutes  les  puissances  s'engogent  k  no  favoriser  et  k  n'appnyer 
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directement  ni  indiiectement  aucune  pretention  opposee  anx  droits  qui  lui 
appartiennent  k  co  titre ;  mais  les  tronpes  que  les  puissances  etrang^s  k 
ritalie  et  allides  de  sa  dito  Majesty  feroient  marcher  pour  sa  cause  ne  pour- 
ront  traverser  I'ltalie." 

Jo  mo  persuade,  my  Lord,  que  Votre  Excellence  est  suffisamment  autorisco 
pour  souscrire  k  une  telle  clause,  et  qu'elle  n'a  pas  besoin  d'une  autorisation 
plus  speciale.  Si  toutefois  elle  en  jugeoit  autrement,  je  rinvlterois  k  demander 
cettc  autorisation  sans  delai,  ainsi  qu'elle  a  bien  voulu  me  le  promettre. 

Recevez,  My  Lord,  etc., 

Le  Prince  de  Talleyrand. 

V. 
Lord  W,  C.  Bentinck  to  the  Duke  di  Qallo. 

Bologna,  1st  April,  1814. 

In  the  event  of  any  written  confirmation  being  required  by  the  Neapolitan 
government  of  the  sentiments  already  verbally  expressed  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
which  document  hitherto  has  not  been  asked  for,  and  appeared  to  be  unneces- 
sary, the  undersigned  was  authorised  officially  to  state  that  the  British  govern- 
ment entirely  approved  the  treaty  made  between  the  Austrian  and  Neapolitan 
governments,  and  consented  to  the  addition  of  territory  therein  specified,  upon 
the  condition  of  the  immediate  and  active  cooperation  of  the  Neapolitan  army, 
and  that  the  refusal  to  sign  a  treaty  in  limine  proceeded  alone  from  feelings  of 
delicacy  and  honour,  which  forbade  that  the  hereditary  possessions  of  an  ancient 
ally  should  be  sacrificed  without  an  indemnity ;  and  the  undersigned  was 
instructed  to  invite  the  Neapolitan  government  to  exert  its  utmost  efforts  for 
the  same  objecl.    Such  were  the  sentiments  of  the  British  government. 

It  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  frankness  of  the  undersigned  if  he  did  not 
express  his  individual  opinion  that  the  hopes  founded  on  this  treaty  will  have 
been  sadly  disappointed.  The  main  object  for  which  this  alliance  and  those 
sacrifices  were  made,  the  prompt  and  active  cooperation  of  the  Neapolitan 
army,  has  not  been  gained.  The  Austrian  army  stands  still  paralysed  upon  the 
Adige,  which,  by  the  immediate  advance  of  the  Neapolitan  army,  would  long 
since  have  reached  the  Alps ;  the  most  doubtful  negotiations  are  carrying  on 
with  the  enemy,  while  at  the  same  time  the  British  cooperation,  more  necessary 
and  interesting  to  the  Neapolitan  government,  if  it  be  sincere,  than  to  any  other 
of  the  Allies,  is  rendered  impossible  by  the  refusal  of  the  means  of  security  and 
subsistence. 

While  such  is  the  military  conduct  pursued  by  the  Neapolitan  government, 
its  political  arrangements  are  not  less  suspicious.  The  Neapolitan  government 
pledges  its  agreement  to  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Allies  for  Italy.  It  first 
declares  that  the  countries  shall  be  immediately  given  up  to  their  legitimate 
Sovereigns.  It  is  next  officially  declared  that  these  coun^es  must  be  retained 
till  the  peace.  In  the  mean  time  all  the  arrangements  for  interior  administra- 
tion have  the  air  of  permanent  occupation,  and  all  the  language  of  the  Neap 
politan  agents  and  papers  tends  to  the  same  end.  They  all  clearly  bespeak 
views  of  ambition  and  aggrandisement  totally  foreign  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Allies,  objectionable  if  such  additional  power  and  resources  were  loyally 
directed,  but  in  the  greatest  degree  dangerous  when  there  is  no  certainty  in 
which  scale  they  are  to  be  thrown. 

The  undersigned  does  not  offer  these  remarks  in  the  spirit  of  reproach  and 
enmity  :  they  are  exacted  by  friendship,  and  by  a  sincere  desire  to  give  effect  to 
the  intentions  of  the  Allies.  The  war  is  not  over,  and  there  may  still  be  time 
to  repair  all  doubts  and  dissatisiaction. 
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The  undersigned  therefore  eameetlj  recommends  to  the  Keapolitan  goTem- 
ment: 

To  give  its  instant  and  cordial  cooperation  to  the  Austrian  army ; 

To  afford  to  the  British  expedition  that  aid  which  is  indispensable  to  its  co- 
operation and  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  British  government,  by  a  fair  division 
of  the  Tuscan  territory.  If  the  cession  of  that  which  is  the  right  of  another 
can  be  called  a  sacrifice,  it  will  be  highly  repaid  by  reciprocal  confidence  and 
assistance ; 

To  give  up  all  views  of  a  separate  and  independent  policy ; 

And,  above  all,  to  restore  without  delay  the  sovereign  Pontiff  to  his  throne. 
The  cruel  sufferings  of  this  venerable  personage,  combined  with  his  extraor- 
dinary virtues  and  firmness,  have  excited,  as  we  have  seen,  the  greatest  enthu- 
siasm. When  the  conduct  of  the  ruler  of  France  in  this  respect  has,  more  than 
any  other  act  of  his  life,  excited  universal  detestation,  it  would  be  an  evil  policy 
to  refuse  the  adoption  of  a  measure  acknowledged  to  be  of  the  utmost  necessity 
by  all  who  are  anxious  to  behold  the  reestablishment  of  social  order  on  its  base 
of  religion  and  morality. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  renew  to  the  Duke  di  Gallo  the  aasoianoe 
of  his  high  consideration. 

W.  C.  Bentincil 


E,  Cooke^  Esq,,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dkar  Lord,  Viemia,  18th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  have  been  so  little  in  the  world  lately  that  I  have  little  gossip  to  send. 

Mettcmich  plumes  himself  much  on  his  last  interview  with  the  Emperor 
of  Russia.  The  Emperor  was  very  violent  in  his  language  to  him.  In  his 
reply,  Mcttemich  observed  that  ho  hopes  His  Imperial  Majesty  would  for- 
give the  patience  with  which  he  submitted  to  his  language,  as  for  the 
course  of  eight  years  he  had  been  accustomed  to  similar  language  from 
Buonaparte.  The  Emperor  was  conciliatory  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
and  attributed  all  their  differences  to  his  enemy  Mettcmich.  He  has  been 
and  is  attempting  to  displace  him,  and  has  been  courting  Prince  Schwar- 
zenberg. 

I  believe  he  hinted  his  wish  to  make  Schwarzenberg  minister  to  Talley- 
rand. 

Prince  Hardenberg  has  been  much  distressed  since  his  foolish  demarche^ 
of  which  he  is  ashamed  ;  and  he  expresses  himself  most  violently  against 
the  approaches  which  he  sees  Metternich  is  making  to  Talleyrand. 

I  am  confident  Mettemich's  mind  has  been  made  up  within  these  few 
days  to  an  alliance  with  France ;  and  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  he  makes 
a  direct  overture,  without  consulting  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  case  Talleyrand 
is  favourable  upon  his  overture  as  to  Saxony.  This  is  my  conjecture, 
lliis  will  be  with  a  view  to  put  us  at  the  tail  of  such  an  alliance.  And 
the  Austrians  begin  to  think  that  they  see  a  way  out  of  their  engagements 
with  Murat,  who,  I  hear,  is  active,  and  on  the  move. 

I  understand  the  language  in  the  coffee-houses  here  grows  very  violent 
against  Russia. 

The  general  language  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  is  most  strongly  for  peace ; 
and  I  understand  the  result  of  the  war  has  been  so  severe  to  the  land- 
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holders,  especially  in  the  North  of  Gennany,  that  they  feel  despair  on  the 
Idea  of  a  new  war.  Yet  all  allow  the  peace,  with  Russia  advanced  to  the 
Oder,  is  not  likely  to  last. 

Notwithstanding  afl  Lord  Gastlereagh's  efforts  for  conciliation,  I  am  con- 
fident no  one  here  can  answer  for  events.  There  is  great  irritation  in  the 
Cabinets.  If  Austria  goes  on,  and  succeeds  in  her  overtures  witli  France, 
and  a  tone  of  pacific  authority  is  taken,  it  is  not  improbable  that  Prussia 
will  compromise.  Talleyrand  expressed  to  me  the  utmost  rancour  against 
Prussia  some  time  ago ;  and  the  Prussian  Generals  so  conduct  themselves 
in  the  occupied  countries  as  to  make  their  government  hated.  Besides, 
were  a  war  to  take  place,  Prussia,  not  Russia,  would  have  the  burden ;  and 
the  former  would  lose  Saxony  altogether,  if  not  also  the  provinces  they 
expect  from  the  kingdom  of  Westphalia  and  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine. 

They  talk  of  the  match  with  the]Archduchess  and  the  Prince  of  Wurtem- 
berg  as  settled,  although  he  is  a  lover  of  the  Princess  Bagration  at  present. 
He  is  also  a  great  intriguer  for  the  Russians,  and  a  great  circulator  of  self- 
fabricated  reports. 

They  say  the  Kings  of  Bavaria  and  Wurtemberg  set  off  the  23rd. 

Ever  most  truly  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  COOKE. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castltreagh, 

Mt  deab  Cabtlereagh,  Fife  House,  22nd  Dec,  1814. 

In  the  event  of  the  discussions  at  Vienna  leading  to  some  general  settle- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  you  may  be 
pressed  to  become  a  party  to  the  arrangements  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
with  respect  to  Poland,  or  rather  to  his  acquisition  of  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw. 

If  this  should  be  proposed  to  you,  we  have  no  objection  to  your  agreeing 
to  it,  provided  it  is  distinctly  stipulated  in  the  treaty  that  at  least  the 
Polish  provinces  incorporated  with  Russia  since  1791  shall  be  reunited  to 
the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  so  as  to  form  a  distinct  kingdom  of  Poland,  under  a 
free  Constitution. 

As  this  is  in  conformity  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia's  own  suggestion,  and 
to  the  language  which  he  has  invariably  held  regarding  Poland,  he  cannot 
in  fairness  object  to  this  proposal ;  and  if  the  Crown  of  Russia  is  to  be 
aggrandized  to  the  extent  now  proposed,  it  would  afford  some  security  to 
Europe,  however  inadequate,  that  the  empire  should  consist  of  two  distinct 
kingdoms,  and  that  the  Crown  and  one  of  those  kingdoms  should  be  subject 
to  the  control  of  a  government  more  or  less  popular. 

In  case,  however,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  should  object  to  any  such  sti- 
pulation in  a  treaty  or  instrument  to  which  other  Powers  were  parties,  it 
may  be  of  importance  that  you  should  take  means  of  informing  Prince 
Czartoriski  and  the  other  Poles  who  may  be  at  Vienna  that  you  vrere 
authorized  by  your  government  to  propose  such  a  stipulation. 

I  ieel  it  necessary  only  to  add  that  whatever  may  be  now  the  result  of 
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the  arrangements  respecting  Poland,  onr  taking  any  part  of  the  Kusedan 
debt  to  Holland  as  a  charge  on  this  country  will,  we  trost,  after  all  that 
has  passed,  be  considered  as  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

LiVERPOOT,. 


Tfie  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingUm. 

My  DKAR  Duke,  Fife  House,  23rd  Dec.,  1814. 

I  send  oj)en  for  your  perusal  several  letters  which,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Cabinet,  I  have  written  this  day  to  Lord  Castlereagh ;  and  although 
cross -negotiations  are  most  objectionable,  and  generally  involve  the  govern- 
ments which  have  recourse  to  them  in  difficulties,  I  can  see  no  objection  to 
your  seeking  an  audience  of  the  King  of  France,  to  your  explaining  to  him 
generally  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  Prince  Regent's  government 
towards  him,  and  thereby  preparing  him  for  any  communication  Lord 
Castlereagh  may  make  to  Prince  Talleyrand  at  Vienna. 

The  more  I  hear  and  see  of  the  different  Courts  of  Europe,  the  more  con- 
vinced 1  am  that  the  King  of  France  is  (amongst  the  great  Powers)  the 
only  Sovereign  in  whom  we  can  have  any  real  confidence.  The  Emperor 
of  Russia  is  profligate  from  vanity  and  self-sufficiency,  if  not  from  prin- 
ciple. The  King  of  Prussia  may  be  a  well-meaning  man,  but  he  is  the 
dupe  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  The  Emperor  of  Austria  I  believe  to  be 
an  honest  man,  but  he  has  a  Minister  in  whom  no  one  can  trust ;  who  con- 
siders all  policy  as  consisting  in y?ness«  and  trick;  and  who  has  got  his 
government  and  himself  into  more  difficulties  by  his  devices  than  could 
have  occurred  from  a  plain  course  of  dealing. 

We  must  not  conceal  from  ourselves,  however,  that  an  avowed  union 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  would  be  likely  to  be  unpopular  in  botli 
countries.  Questions  might  arise,  and  opportunities  might  occur,  which 
would,  not  unnaturally,  lead  to  it ;  but  a  measure  of  this  very  delicate 
nature  should  not  be  precipitated ;  and  we  gain  our  purpose  sufficiently  at 
present  if  we  can  establish  a  complete  confidential  intercourse  with  the 
French  government  which  will  give  to  neither  party  any  pretence  to  enter 
into  engagements  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other,  or  indeed  into  any  engage- 
ments at  all  which,  under  present  circumstances,  it  is  not  willing  to  com- 
municate to  the  other. 

We  should  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  could  let  us  have  some  infor- 
mation of  the  present  numbers  and  condition  of  the  French  army,  as  well 
as  of  the  progress  of  the  measures  which  are  now  taking  to  recruit  it. 

We  underatand  that  the  report  which  had  created  so  much  alarm  in  the 
Low  Countries  some  time  ago,  of  the  assembly  of  a  large  force  at  Lisle, 
turns  out  to  be  unfounded. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Liverpool. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  CaaHereagh, 

My  dear  Cabtlebeagh,  Fife  House,  23rd  Dec.,  1814. 

I  have  been  tinder  the  necessity  of  deciding  to  send  Sir  Charles  Stuart 
immediately  to  the  Hague,  as  I  do  not  think  that  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  Europe  we  should  be  justified  in  leaving  the  business  of  a  mission 
of  such  importance  to  so  young  a  man  as  Gordon. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  has  written  to  Lord  Bathurst  within  these  few 
days  to  request  that  artillery  and  other  means  may  be  sent  him  for  putting 
Ostend,  Nieu|)ort,  Furnes,  &c.,  in  a  state  of  defence  against  a  coup-de- 
main.  Measures  are  taking  for  this  purpose ;  and  though  we  may  justly 
have  the  fullest  reliance  on  the  good  faith  of  the  King  of  France,  I  am  sure 
you  will  see  that  we  should  not  be  justified  in  leaving  such  essential 
interests  to  any  risk. 

The  intelligence  we  have  recently  received  from  the  Netherlands 
respecting  the  disposition  of  the  people  is  very  favourable,  but  considerable 
inconvenience  is  found  to  result  from  the  degree  of  imcertainty  which  must 
continue  to  prevail  till  the  negotiations  at  Vienna  are  brought  to  a  close, 
and  till  the  fate  of  the  country  is  irrevocably  determined. 

You  will  have  seen  by  the  public  papers  the  account  of  the  meetings 
which  have  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  the  property  tax.  Such  a  spirit 
has  arisen  on  this  subject  that  I  fear  it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  carry 
the  tax  this  year  without  an  engagement  to  give  it  up  afterwards  if  the 
war  shall  not  be  renewed,  and  thereby  not  to  keep  any  part  of  it  to  defray 
tlie  exjjenses  of  our  peace  establishment. 

This,  as  well  as  other  considerations,  makes  us  most  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
the  American  war.  I  trust  our  last  communication  will  enable  the  Com- 
missioners to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  close.  But  even  if  peace  is  signed, 
I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  Madison  endeavours  to  play  us  some  trick  in  the 
ratification  of  it.  It  will  be  stipulated,  however,  that  hostilities  shall  not 
cease  till  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  at  Washington.  Baker 
will  have  charge  of  the  Prince's  ratification,  and  will  be  instructed  only  to 
receive  a  simple  and  unconditional  ratification  from  the  government  of 
America.  If  they  demur  to  this,  he  will  inform  them  that  he  is  not 
authorized  to  suspend  hostilities  on  any  other  condition.  And  Sir  Edward 
Pakenham  will,  I  trust,  be  in  the  Chesapeake  or  Delaware,  with  a  large 
force,  at  the  end  of  February  or  the  beginning  of  March.  The  disposition 
to  separate  on  the  part  of  the  Eastern  States  may  likewise  frighten  Ma- 
dison ;  for  if  he  should  refuse  to  ratify  the  treaty,  we  must  immediately 
propose  to  make  a  separate  peace  with  them,  and  we  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  they  would  not  be  indisposed  to  listen  to  such  a  proposal. 

Liverpool. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  VUcount  CastlereagK 

My  dear  Castlereagh,  Fife  House,  23rd  Dec,  1814. 

I  cannot  resist  stating  to  you  the  feeling  which  exists  in  all  our  minds  as 
to  any  endeavour  on  the  part  of  Count  Munster  to  carry  additional  acquisi- 
tions of  territory  for  Hanover.  I  know  nothing  which  would  discredit  the 
government  more  completely  than  an  arrangement  not  satisfactory  with 
resi>ect  to  Poland  and  Germany  generally,  accompanied  with  considerahle 
gain  to  Hanover.  I  know  Count  Munster  never  will  understand  tliat  the 
security  of  Hanover  to  the  Brunswick  family  will  rather  be  diminished 
than  increased  by  any  additions  to  it.  Hanover  is  a  point  of  honour,  and 
a  point  of  honour  only,  to  this  country.  But  the  point  of  honour  is  Old 
Hanover ;  and  the  people  of  this  country  may  say,  not  unreasonably,  *•  We 
will  defend  the  ancient  domain  of  our  King  if  he  will  be  contented  with 
it,  but  wo  shall  consider  ourselves  released  from  any  such  engagement  if  he 
chooses  to  add  to  it."  Indeed,  if  you  ask  me  my  opinion  fairly,  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  engage  the  country  in  a  war 
at  this  time,  even  for  the  defence  of  the  ancient  territory,  if  it  were  in 
danger. 

The  more  complicated  our  affairs  become  in  Europe,  the  more  essential 
it  is  that  you  should  be  hero  by  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  In  truth,  as 
the  government  is  now  circumstanced,  we  could  not  go  on  without  it.  If 
you  cannot  complete  your  business  in  time,  I  know  of  no  resource  but 
Wellington  relieving  you.  I  conclude  before  this  you  will  have  had  some 
communication  with  him  on  this  subject. 

LlYEBFOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dear  Castlereagh,  Fife  House,  23i'd  Dec.,  1814. 

You  appear  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  French  government  might  be  con- 
ciliated to  our  views  on  most  other  points  by  our  agreeing  to  make  common 
cause  with  them  on  the  point  of  Naples. 

This  question  is  full  of  difficulty.  The  first  point  to  be  considered  is, 
how  far  we  can  enter  into  any  concert  against  Murat  with  good  faith ;  and 
this  must  depend  upon  whether  he  is  to  be  regarded  as  having  fairly  ful- 
filled his  engagements  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Peace  between  him  and 
Austria. 

If  he  acted  fairly,  or  I  should  rather  say  if  he  did  not  act  unfairly,  by 
the  Allies  in  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  armies,  he  had  certainly 
reason  to  depend  upon  our  favourable  disposition  towards  him;  and  though 
we  were  no  parties  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  are  not  bound  to  defend 
him,  we  should  not  be  justified  in  assisting  to  dethrone  him. 

We  have  read  the  copy  of  his  statement  which  you  have  sent  us,  and 
the  pai)er  of  observations  upon  it.  If  the  latter  be  the  production  of 
General  Nugent,  his  opinion  is  deserving  of  considerable  weight,  as  well 
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from  the  situation  which  he  held  in  that  part  of  the  Austrian  army  whose 
operations  were  most  immediately  connected  with  those  of  the  NeapoUtan 
forces,  as  from  the  appeal  which  Murat  appears  to  make  to  him. 

If  it  should  have  been  drawn  up  by  any  other  person,  I  should  recom- 
mend that  both  the  papers  should  be  referred  to  General  Nugent  for  his 
opinion  upon  them. 

You  have  done  quite  right  in  sending  these  two  papers  to  Lord  William 
Ben ti nek,  and  we  must  leave  it  for  you  to  decide  upon  the  best  evidence 
you  can  obtain  how  far  Murat's  conduct  has  or  has  not  absolved  us  from 
all  obligation  towards  him. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  however,  that  before  we  are  committed 
on  this  question  you  should  refer  to  the  correspondence  on  that  subject,  and 
particularly  to  the  assurances  given  in  your  despatch  to  Lord  William 
Bentinck  of  the  Srd  April  last.  An  extract  of  this  despatch  has  been 
published  by  Murat,  and  it  is  quite  essential  therefore  that  the  case  against 
him  should  be  such  as  will  enable  us,  after  such  assurances,  to  justif}'  our 
change  of  conduct  towards  him  to  Parliament  and  to  the  world. 

•  Supposing,  however,  his  treachery  or  wilful  and  culpable  inactivity  to 
be  clearly  established,  how  are  we  to  get  rid  of  him  ?  If  he  will  accept  of 
a  compensation,  and  such  compensation  can  be  found,  the  difficulty  is 
solved  ;  but  if  he  is  determined  to  defend  himself,  who  is  the  power  to  be 
charged  with  expelling  him  ?  Would  it  be  safe,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  Italy,  and  the  unpopularity  of  most  of  the  governments  re-esta- 
blished there,  especially  those  of  Austria,  to  revive  a  state  of  war  in  that 
country  ? 

We  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  be  more  safe  and  prudent  for  the 
Powers  of  Europe  to  tolerate  Murat  than  for  any  of  them  to  undertake 
hostilities  for  the  purpose  of  expelling  him.  A  war  carried  on  by  France, 
however,  in  Germany  or  the  Low  Countries,  would  be  so  much  greater  an 
evil  to  Great  Britain  than  a  war  carried  on  by  her  in  Italy,  that  if  the 
former  can  be  avoided  only  by  the  occurrence  of  the  latter,  it  appears  to  us 
incomparably  the  least  evil  of  the  two ;  but  we  can  only  be  justified  in 
encouraging  or  giving  our  sanction  to  such  a  line  of  policy  by  the  conviction 
that  the  conduct  of  Murat  subsequent  to  his  engagements  with  Austria  had 
been  of  a  nature  to  discharge  us  from  all  our  obligations  towards  him. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

LiyBRPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dear  Castleeeagh,  Fife  House,  23ni  Dec.,  1814. 

We  have  received  your  despatches  of  the  5th  and  7th  instant,*  and  the 
very  important  private  letter  addressed  to  me  of  the  former  date. 

The  contents  of  these  pai)er8  have  been  fully  considered,  and  we  are 
decidedly  and  unanimously  of  opinion  that  all  your  endeavours  should  be 
directed  to  the  continuance  of  peace ;  that  there  is  no  mode  in  which  the 
arrangements  in  Poland,  Germany,  and  Italy  can  be  settled,  consistently 

*  See  pp.  462,  465. 
VOIi.  IX.  '1  ^ 
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with  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  which  Is  not  to  be  preferred 
under  present  circumstances  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities  between  the  Con- 
tinental Powers.  Such  an  event  could  not  at  this  time  take  place  in 
Europe  without  the  danger  of  our  being  involved  in  it  at  no  distant  period 
unless  we  were  prepared  to  purchase  neutrality  by  sacrifioes  which  would 
be  neither  consistent  with  our  character  nor  our  safety. 

With  these  sentiments  deeply  impressed  upon  our  minds,  we  moat  not 
disguise  from  you  that  it  would  be  quite  impossible- to  embark  this  oonntxy 
in  a  war  at  present,  except  upon  a  clear  point  of  honour,  or  for  some  dis- 
tinct British  interest  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  reconcile  the  ooimtiy 
to  it. 

The  defence  of  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries  is  the  only  object  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  which  would  l)e  regarded  in  this  light,  and  for  whidi 
we  could  reasonably  ex]^ct  the  support  of  Parliament  in  imposing  or  con- 
tinuing those  burthens  on  the  country  which  our  being  involved  in  a  war 
would  render  indispensable. 

If  the  Austrian  government  is  once  satisfied  that  they  have  no  diance  of 
receiving  subsidies  from  Great  Britain,  they  will  not  be  disposed  to  ucge 
their  pretensions  to  the  extent  of  war,  and  the  differences  between  them 
and  the  other  Powers  will,  I  trust,  be  in  some  way  or  other  arranged  with- 
out an  appeal  to  arms. 

We  are  ready,  notwithstanding  these  considerations,  to  give  full  weight 
to  the  opinion  contained  in  your  private  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  that 
adverting  to  the  actual  situation  of  the  great  Powers  on  the  Continent,  how 
generally  they  are  armed,  and  how  little  they  are  all  able  to  support  the 
expense  of  their  existing  establishments,  a  state  of  war  may  possibly  arise 
amongst  them,  if  not  from  any  deliberate  view  of  policy,  yet  out  of  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  may  find  themselves  placed. 

We  concur  with  you  that  if  war  should  be  renewed  on  the  Contment, 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  ex})ect  that  France  could  long  be  kept  out  of  it ;  and 
if  France  were  once  embarked  without  a  previous  understanding  with  Great 
Britain,  her  efforts  miglit,  in  the  first  instance,  be  directed,  if  not  against 
Belgium,  at  least  against  the  countries  between  the  Meuse  and  the  Rhine, 
which  are  now  princiiially  occupied  by  the  Prussian  armies. 

We  agree,  therefore,  that  a  rapprocJtement  between  this  country  and 
France  is  most  desirable  at  the  present  moment;  and  we  shall  entirely 
approve  of  your  proceeding  to  open  a  confidential  communication  with  the 
French  government  on  all  the  subjects  now  under  discussion,  both  through 
Prince  Talleyrand  at  Vienna,  and  through  the  Duke  of  W^ellington  at 
Paris. 

On  whatever  points  France  and  England  might  be  found  to  agree,  the 
knowledge  of  a  good  understanding  upon  those  points  between  two  such 
Powers  could  hardly  fail  to  give  their  united  opinion  considerable  weight. 

With  respect  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  it  may  be  expedient  for  us  to 
adopt  in  the  event  of  the  sudden  renewal  of  war  upon  the  Continent,  it 
must  depend  upon  such  a  variety  of  circumstances,  and  must  be  influenced 
so  materially  by  the  character  which  the  war  may  assume,  that  after  the 
fullest  consideration  we  have  found  it  impossible  to  frame  instnictions 
which  can  be  applicable  to  the  various  contingencies  to  which  the  renewal 
of  the  war  may  give  rise. 
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We  are  not  inpensible  to  some  of  the  advantages  which  might  be  derived 
in  such  a  case  from  a  joint  armed  mediation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
and  France;  but  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  he  so  novel  and  extra- 
oixlinary,  and  might  be  attended  with  so  many  consequences  which  cannot 
now  be  foreseen,  that  it  appears  to  us  to  be  quite  impossible  to  determine 
upon  it  as  a  course  of  policy  before  we  are  distinctly  acquainted  with  all 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  war  shall  have  originated,  with  the 
immediate  cause  of  it,  and  with  the  different  pretensions  and  expectations 
of  the  Powers  who  may  have  engaged  in  it. 

We  do  not  see  any  considerable  inconvenience  that  can  arise  from  our 
deferring  any  decision  on  this,  and  on  other  points  connected  with  it,  until 
the  occasion  shall  arise,  especially  as  we  have  no  (larticular  nor  national 
interest  in  any  of  the  objects  which  are  most  seriously  contested  at  this 
time,  and  as  the  avowed  purpose,  therefore,  of  our  policy  is  not  to  carry 
any  point  of  our  own,  but  to  consolidate  the  peace  concluded  at  Paris  by 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  differences  which  have  unfortunately 
occurred  amongst  other  Powers. 

It  may  be  of  the  utmost  importance,  in  the  mean  time,  to  anticipate  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  who,  having  carried  his  objects  in  the  East  of  Europe, 
may  be  disposed  to  purchase  the  concurrence  of  France  by  an  acquiescence 
in  her  views  in  other  quarters.  The  known  honour  of  the  King  of  France 
will,  however,  be  our  best  security  against  his  contracting  any  engagements 
inconsistent  with  the  stipulations  of  the  peace  which  he  has  concluded,  and 
contrary  to  his  good  faith  towards  us,  provided  we  treat  him  and  his 
government  with  that  consideration  and  confidence  which  they  regard  not 
unjustly  as  due  to  them,  and  which  may  induce  them  to  look  to  a  cordial 
understanding  with  Great  Britain  as  the  best  prospect  of  recovering  their 
fair  portion  of  influence  in  Europe. 

We  know  these  were  the  sentiments  of  the  King  of  France  and  of  his 
Minister  when  you  saw  them  in  your  way  through  Paris  in  the  month  of 
August  last,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  their  sentiments  in  this 
respect  have  undergone  any  change  since  that  time. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Liverpool. 


Earl  Batliunt  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Lord,  Downing  Street,  23rd  Dec.,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  two  days  ago,  enclosing  one  from 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  which  I  return. 

He  wrote  to  me  much  in  the  same  style  of  apprehension,  but  I  have  heard 
that  on  sending  an  ofiBcer  to  Lisle  on  some  pretence  or  other,  he  became  satis- 
fied that  these  alarms  had  no  foundation.  I  took  occasion,  however,  in  my 
answer  to  suggest  to  him  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  keep  British  troops 
in  the  Netherlands  long  after  the  separation  of  the  Congress ;  and  that  I 
hoped  his  fiither  had  taken  measui-es  to  replace  them.  I  also  hinted  to 
him  that  in  making  communications  to  you,  it  would  be  better  to  send  any 

2  K  2 
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person  but  an  aide-de-camp,  as  it  gave  to  your  embassy  a  military  appear- 
ance, whicb  it  was  very  advisable  to  avoid. 

I  received,  at  the  same  time  that  I  received  his  private  letter,  a  public 
despatch,  with  the  complaint  of  several  Alsatians  having  been  detained  by 
the  French  on  their  return  back  to  join  our  regiments,  although  they  had 
been  furnished  with  passes  by  the  French  government.  I  answered  tbat 
although  the  case  was  one  which  furnished  fair  ground  of  complaint, 
yet  it  was  better  not  to  appear  upon  the  watch  for  complaints,  and  that, 
too,  on  a  subject  on  which  we  w^ere  engaged  in  controversy  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  viz.,  that  natural-born  subjects  (which  the  Alsatians 
were)  could  not  shake  off  their  allegiance. 

Although  this  was  not  a  case  in  point,  yet  it  approaches  enough  to  it  to 
occasion  a  charge  that  we  hold  a  different  language  in  Europe  from  what 
we  hold  in  America. 

I  will  attend  to  your  despatch  to  which  you  call  my  attention.  We 
have  been  for  the  last  two  days  so  occupied  with  the  subject  of  Lord 
Gastlereagh's  despatches,  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  think  of  anything 
else. 

Yours  ever  sincerely, 

Bathubbt. 


The  Prince  of  Orange  to  Earl  BathunL 

Mt  dear  Lobd,  Brussels,  23rd  Dec.,  1814. 

I  received  your  answer  to  my  letter  a  few  days  ago,  and  am  very  gla<l  to 
find  that  you  think  with  me  of  the  possibility  of  a  sudden  attack  from 
France  upon  this  country,  and  that  you  recommend  me  to  be  prepared  as 
much  as  possible.  I  am  on  that  account  very  happy  to  see  that  yon  are 
willing  to  seud  me  the  cannons  I  asked  for,  and  lose  no  time  in  sending 
you  a  return  of  the  artillery  and  ammunition  I  am  most  in  need  of.  Ant- 
werp and  Ostend  are  already  armed,  and  in  a  very  defensible  state.  Nieu- 
port,  Ypres,  and  Tournay  are  not  so ;  but  1  fixed  upon  them  to  be  imme- 
diately armed  because  the  works  at  Nieuport  are  in  a  tolerable  state,  and 
can  easily  be  defended  on  accoimt  of  the  power  of  the  inundation  by  which 
it  can  be  surrounded,  Ypres  from  the  tolerable  state  of  its  works,  and  the 
power  of  connecting  it  with  Nieuport  by  inundation  ;  and  lastly,  Tournay, 
from  the  strength  which  can  be  given  to  its  citadel,  and  being  on  the  direct 
line  of  march  that  the  enemy  would  take  from  Lille  to  Brussels.  I  wish 
you  would  send  me  an  order  to  restore  these  places  with  earth- works  in 
the  shortest  possible  time.  I  shall  have  to  write  to  you  very  fully  by  the 
next  post^  but  I  have  no  time  to-day. 

Most  truly  yours, 
William,  Hered,  Prince  of  Obanqe. 
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Viscount  Casilereayh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Lobd,  Vienna,  24ih  Dec.,  1814. 

Although  no  overture  has  yet  been  made  to  me  by  any  of  the  Powert 
with  respect  to  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  as  my  object  has  been  to  keep  this 
possession  in  our  liands  to  the  last,  as  a  security  for  the  due  observance  of 
all  engagements  in  which  we  are  interested,  I  am  desirous  of  throwing 
before  you  some  ideas  upon  this  ](oint,  in  order  that  I  mav  learn,  if  possible, 
before  I  am  called  upon  to  explain  myself,  the  general  view  the  Cabinet 
now  take  of  this  question. 

We  have  hitherto  never  laid  claim  to  retain  these  islands  as  a  British 
possession :  on  the  contrary,  at  Ch&tillnn  and  at  Paris  there  was  a  sort  of 
understanding  that  they  were  to  be  given  to  the  King  of  Sicily  as  a  part 
of  his  indemnity.  So  long  as  he  is  excluded  from  Naples,  to  this  appro- 
priation, if  not  declined  by  him,  I  think  we  might  hold,  to  the  exclusion  of 
any  other  project ;  and  so  long  as  Ferdinand  IV.  does  not  occupy  the  con- 
tinent of  Italy,  Austria  will  not  object  to  his  having  the  Ionian  Islands : 
but  she  would  object,  and  justly,  to  both  shores  of  the  entrance  to  the 
Adriatic  being  in  the  hands  of  the  same  Power. 

The  events  that  have  passed  since  the  Peace  of  Paris,  and  especially  the 
conduct  of  Russia  with  respect  to  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  might  afford 
ground  for  a  new  claim  on  our  part  to  further  advantages ;  but  if  our 
)K)licy  is  to  try  the  chance  of  peace,  I  doubt  the  prudence  of  directly  hazard- 
ing a  new  demand  of  this  description  on  our  own  part. 

In  disposing  of  these  islands  there  are,  as  it  appears  to  me,  two  para- 
mount objects  to  be  attended  to :  the  one  to  provide  adequately  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  who  have  so  long  confided  themselves  to  our  care, 
the  other  not  to  suffer  Russia  to  acquire  any  establishment  in  those  islands 
to  the  hazard  of  the  internal  tranquillity  both  of  Greece  and  Hungary, 
which  latter  kingdom  is  full  of  Greeks. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  objects,  it  might  be  secured  by  some 
arrangement  resembling  that  lately  framed  for  Genoa ;  but  in  order  to  steer 
clear  of  the  old  republican  form  of  government,  which  might  afford  a  pre- 
text for  the  revival  of  Russian  protection,  it  appears  to  me  desirable  to  give 
a  direct  sovereignty  over  these  islands,  under  whatever  conditions  may  be 
thought  right,  to  some  acknowledged  European  Power ;  and  if  this  Power 
cannot  be  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  exclude  Russia  we  may  insist  that  the 
sovereign  authority  shall  belong  to  a  local  Power,  that  is,  to  the  King  of 
Sicily  or  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  according  as  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
may  remain  with  Murat  or  return  under  the  dominion  of  the  ancient 
family :  in  the  latter  case  the  sovereignty  to  belong  to  Austria. 

The  principal  utility  of  the  Seven  Islands  to  Great  Britain  being  the  con- 
venience of  their  harbours  for  purposes  of  refreshment  and  commerce, 
especially  in  war,  might  not  they  be  neutralized,  as  was  intended  with, 
respect  to  Malta  in  1801,  and  their  ports  rendered  free,  on  very  moderate 
duties,  to  all  nations  ?  If  this  were  the  object,  perhaps  the  works  at  Corfu 
should  be  demolished,  and  the  system  guaranteed  by  all  the  great  Powers. 

A  sovereign  authority  ought,  nevertheless,  to  be  confided  to  some  neigh- 
bouring State,  to  guard  against  local  cabals,  and  to  give  unity  and  weight 
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to  the  executive  goverament;  but  this  sovereignty,  I  apprehend,  by  a 
special  cApitulation  might  be  rendered  consistent  with  such  a  system. 

There  is  a  native  of  these  islands,  M.  Capo  d'Istria,  now  here.  He  is  a 
man  of  ability,  has  for  some  time  acted  as  Russian  Plenipotentiary  in 
Switzerland,  and  is  at  present  much  employed  by  the  Emperor.  In  speak- 
ing of  these  islands  one  day  to  Mr.  Cooke,  he  said  that,  as  a  Russian 
Minister,  he  must  promote  whatever  objects  his  Court  might  give  him  in 
diarge ;  but  that,  as  a  native,  his  opinion  wais  that  these  islands,  for  their 
own  happiness  and  prosperity,  should  remain  under  the  protection  of  Great 
Britain,  as  the  greatest  maritime  Power,  the  best  able  to  secure  to  them  the 
advantages  of  their  flag,  and  the  freedom  of  their  commerce. 

I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  ask  Lord  Bathurst  whether  any  reports 
have  reached  him  of  General  Campbell  having  taken  up  an  unusual  system 
of  terror,  if  not  of  severity,  to  the  people  of  Corfu  since  his  arrival  there. 
Such  a  report  was  communicated  to  me  some  time  after  my  arrival  here, 
and,  upon  inquiry,  I  have  reason  to  believe  there  is  some  foundation  for  it. 
He  is  represented  as  an  honourable,  just,  and  well-meaning  man,  but  as 
having  shocked  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  rendered  us  unpopular, 
by  hanging  culprits  in  chains,  and  erecting  the  gallows  and  other  engines  of 
punishment  in  the  public  walk  of  the  town.  I  desired  Mr.  Cooke  to 
apprise  him  in  a  private  letter  of  these  stories,  that  he  might  enable  us  to 
correct  misrepresentations. 

Believe  me  to  be  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Castlbbbaqh. 


E,  Cooke f  Esq,,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  24th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  8th. 

Matters  here  go  on  slow.  I  think  the  Commission  of  the  Five  Powers, 
to  ascertain  the  disposable  number  of  soulSf  may  be  of  use,  and  lead  to 
accommodation,  though  the  Prussians  talk  loudly. 

What  chiefly  delays  us  is,  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  does  not  like  to 
return  to  Petersburg.  The  Russians  cannot  brook  the  idea  of  separating 
the  Polish  provinces  acquired  by  Catherine.  I  know  the  Emperor  begins 
to  confine  his  plans  of  a  Polish  kingdom  to  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw ;  and  my 
belief  is  he  will  give  up  even  this.  His  great  object  is  to  extend  himself 
as  near  the  Oder  as  he  can ;  and  I  fear  he  will  succeed ;  and  the  conse- 
quences are  alarming,  whatever  confusion  may  arise  for  a  moment.  He 
trusts  in  having  the  King  of  Prussia  as  his  vassal. 

You  will  observe  from  the  new  demarche  of  his  communicating  in 
person  the  Prussian  Memoir  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  his  dirty  views  of 
overturning  Metternich,  also  his  silly  courting  of  Prince  Schwarzenberg. 
This  game  is  too  plain.  The  latter  is  a  firm,  honourable  man  ;  and  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  will  not  suffer  Russia  to  dictate  to  his  Ministers. 

Talleyrand's  paper  is  shabby  on  the  Polish  point.  His  nonsensical 
tirade  about  the  rights  of  kings  is  a  copy  of  the  note  of  which  I  gare  your 
Lordship  an  account,  and  which  I  induced  him  to  postpone.    It  is  a  device 
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to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone :  to  preserve  the  Saxon,  and  restore  the 
Sicilian.     The  doctrine  is  not  very  suitable  to  our  meridian. 

He  was  in  an  amazing  rage  at  the  idea  of  his  being  left  out  of  the  PopU" 
I'jtion  Commission,  and  threatened  to  order  his  horses.  Lord  Castlereagh 
managed  the  admission  of  his  Plenipotentiary  with  some  difficulty. 

Mettemich,  though  he  has  been  forced  to  use  France  on  the  Saxon  point, 
will  not  go  further  till  driven.  He  still  hearkens  to  Naples,  and  will  cling 
to  that  point  as  long  as  he  can.  I  think  him  very  silly :  for  your  Lordship 
observes  that  Talleyrand  keef  s  his  game  open  with  Prussia ;  and  I  am  cer- 
tain France  and  Austria  will  never  unite  till  the  Neapolitan  point  is  con- 
ceded. 

The  only  point  I  really  fear  for  us  is  the  Dutch  loan.  Is  it  not  capable 
of  statement  so  as  to  affect  our  honour  as  a  nation  after  Russian  conduct 
and  our  protests  against  it  ?  Lord  Castlereagh  does  not  seem  to  dread  it ; 
but  I  doubt.  I  think  the  subscribing  the  Polish  arrangement,  on  other 
matters  being  adjusted,  defensible,  but  adding  six  millions  as  a  bonus 
very  difficult  to  swallow.  Is  it  not  a  reward  for  an  encroachment  danger- 
ous to  Europe,  incompatible  with  durable  peace,  and  a  glaring  defiance  of 
the  most  solemn  treaties,  and  of  their  binding  quality  ?  As  I  told  your 
Lordship  I  was  very  nervous,  you  will  impute  my  fears  to  my  bad 
health. 

I  understand  the  Russian  troops  are  leaving  Holstein,  &c.  The  evacua- 
tion is  not  rapid  ;  they  march  in  pelotons  of  2000  men. 

Ever  your  Lordshi{i's  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

E.  Cooke. 


To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  [  830.  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris.  25th  Dec.  1814. 

You  will  see  my  despatch  to  Lord  Castlereagh  about  Murat, 
the  duplicate  of  which  I  send  to  Vienna  with  a  request  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  to  say  nothing  upon  the  subject  till  he  will  hear 
from  you. 

I  concur  very  much  in  opinion  with  the  King  that  the  chances 
of  disturbance,  particularly  in  this  country,  are  very  much  in- 
creased by  leaving  Murat  on  the  throne  of  Naples.  If  he  were 
gone,  Buonaparte  in  Elba  would  not  be  an  object  of  great 
dread.  You  must  be  the  best  judge  whether  you  ought  or  can 
come  forward  upon  this  occasion.  If  you  should  determine  to 
do  so,  what  follows  will  show  you  the  means  which  are  requisite, 
which  are  in  your  power,  and  my  opinion  of  the  probable 
expense. 

If  the  British  government  should  undertake  this  operation,  it 
should  be  performed  by  the  armies  of  the  Allies  of  the  Peninsular 
War^  which  might  be  got  in  the  following  proportions :  viz.10,000 
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infantry  from  Spain,  12,000  infantry  from  Portugal,  20,000  of 
all  arms  from  Great  Britain,  and  10,000  of  all  arms  from  Sicily, 
with  60  pieces  of  field  artillery  and  a  battering  train  fix)m 
Great  Britain.  The  whole  to  assemble  in  Sicily  in  transports 
to  be  found  by  Great  Britain.  This  force,  with  40,000  men 
which  might  be  sent  from  the  southern  ports  of  France  by  sea 
into  the  Roman  States,  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  insure  the 
object  almost  without  striking  a  blow.  I  conceive  that  there  must 
now  be  disposable  in  Sicily  and  other  parts  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  Gibraltar  of  British  troops  10,000  infantry  ;  the  remainder 
would  come  from  Flanders  when  relieved  from  the  occupation 
of  that  country  and  from  England,  including  1500  or  1600 
dragoons  and  ten  companies  of  artillery. 

This  operation  would  probably  last  four  months  from  the  time 
the  troops  would  embark  in  the  Peninsula  till  their  return  ;  and 
calculating  all  their  expenses  at  the  round  sum  of  a  dollar  a 
day  for  each  man,  which  is  a  large  allowance,  as  the  calculation 
IS  founded  upon  the  Peninsula  prices,  the  expense  would  be 
1,200,000/. ;  to  which  would  be  to  be  added  about  300,000/. 
for  transports,  which  I  suppose  would  be  in  the  service  for  six 
months ;  from  this  sum  would  be  to  be  subtracted  the  pay  and 
ordinary  expense  of  the  British  troops  for  the  four  months. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  831.  ]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpod. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Paris.  25th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  wish  to  recommend  the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Lionel  Hervey 
to  your  consideration.  He  has  now  been  with  me  for  some 
time,  and  has  conducted  himself  much  to  my  satisfaction.  He 
possesses  talents  to  become  a  very  useful  servant  to  the  public, 
and  I  should  wish  to  see  him  employed  in  some  situation  in 
which  he  would  be  paid  for  his  services. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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A  SHORT  STATEMENT  OF  FACTS  RELATING  TO  THE  CLAIMS 
OF  BRITISH  CREDITORS  ON  THE  FRENCH  FUNDS.  BY 
MR.   Q.   CRAUFURD. 

25th  Dec.,  1814. 

The  treatment  received  by  the  British  creditors  in  the  French  Fundi  has 
hitherto  excited  little  of  the  public  attention  ;  it  has  been  supposed  by  some 
to  be  a  subject  involving  the  interests  of  a  few  individuals  only :  a  plain  state- 
ment of  facts  will  show  that  the  honour  of  the  nation  is  as  much  implicated  in 
it  as  the  interests  of  its  subjects. 

The  commercial  and  pecuniary  transactions  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  during  the  Monarchy  and  the  first  three  years  of  the  Revolution 
(before  the  war  broke  out),  in  which  period  the  debts  at  present  due  to  British 
individuals  from  the  French  government  originated,  took  their  rise  from  the 
Commercial  Treaty  of  1786.  It  was  at  that  time  thought  by  the  Legislature 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  nation  to  encourage  and  guarantee  trans- 
actions of  that  nature  by  the  utmost  protection  they  could  derive  from  the 
faith  of  nations  solemnly  pledged.  The  second  article  of  the  Treaty  is  as 
follows: — 

"  For  the  future  security  of  commerce  and  friendship  between  the  subjects 
of  their  said  Majesties,  and  to  the  end  that  this  good  correspondence  may  be 
preserved  from  all  interruption  and  disturbance,  it  is  concluded  and  ag^reed, 
that  if  at  any  time  there  shall  arise  any  misunderstanding,  breach  of  friend- 
ship, or  rupture,  between  the  Crowns  of  their  Majesties,  which  God  forbid  1 
(which  rupture  shall  not  be  deemed  to  exist  until  the  recalling  or  sending 
home  of  tiie  respective  Ambassadors  and  Ministers,)  the  subjects  of  each  of 
the  two  parties  residing  in  the  dominions  of  the  other  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  remaining  and  continuing  their  trade  therein  without  any  manner  of^iis- 
turbance,  so  long  as  they  behave  peaceably,  and  commit  no  offence  against 
the  laws  and  ordinances;  and  in  case  their  conduct  should  render  them 
suspected,  and  the  respective  governments  should  be  obliged  to  order  them  to 
remove,  the  term  of  twelve  months  shall  be  allowed  them  for  that  purpose,  in 
order  that  they  may  remove  with  their  effects  and  property,  whether  entrusted 
to  individuals  or  to  the  State.  At  the  same  time  it  is  to  be  understood  that 
this  favour  is  not  to  be  extended  to  those  who  shall  act  contrary  to  the  esta- 
blished  laws." 

The  British  subjects  who  have,  unfortunately  for  themselves,  entrusted  their 
property  to  individuals  or  the  State  in  France,  have  incurred  some  degree  of 
obloquy  from  persons  who,  it  must  be  supposed,  were  ignorant  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Treaty.  Such  persons  will  see,  by  the  perusal  of  the  above 
article,  that  they  must  withdraw  that  censure,  unless  they  have  the  presump- 
tion to  extend  it  to  the  Legislature  of  that  time,  and  the  great  statesman  then 
at  the  head  of  His  Majesty's  government,  who  did  all  in  their  power  to  pro- 
mote the  intercourse,  now  reprobated,  between  the  two  countries. 

It  never  was  contended  here  or  in  France  tliat  the  new  government  which 
arose  at  the  Revolution  was  not  bound  by  the  Treaties  of  the  old  one.  The 
manner  in  which  the  French  government  executed  this  article  of  the  Com- 
mercial Treaty,  when  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  the  two  countries, 
was  by  throwing  all  the  British  subjects  in  France  into  prison,  and  sequestering 
all  their  property. 

Was  it  not  incumbent  on  the  British  government,  when  peace  was  restored, 
to  provide  that  its  subjects  should  not  suffer  by  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  treaty  ? 
The  Legislature  and  Ministry  of  that  time  at  least  thought  sa    They  im- 
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mediately,  as  a  measure  of  retaliation,  sequestered  all  the  French  property 
here;  fur  what  end,  unless  to  ensure  a  mutual  restoration  and  reciprocal 
justice? 

According  to  this  principle  the  late  Ministry  uniformly  acted.  When  a 
negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  took  place  at  Lisle,  in  the  year  1797, 
Lord  Malmeshury  delivered  the  projet  of  a  treaty  to  the  French  negotiatorsy 
of  which  the  following  was  the  eighteenth  article  :— 

"  All  sequestrations  imposed  by  any  of  the  parties  named  in  this  treaty,  on 
the  rights,  properties,  or  debts  of  individuals  belonging  to  any  other  of  the 
said  parties,  shall  be  taken  off ;  and  the  property  of  whatever  kind  shall  be 
restored  in  the  fullest  manner  to  the  lawful  owner,  or  just  oompensation  be 
made  for  it"  It  then  provides  for  the  decision  of  all  questions  of  property 
between  individuals  in  the  regular  courts  of  justice,  and  concludes  thus: 
**  And  if  any  complaint  should  arise  respecting  the  execution  of  this  article, 
which  complaint  shall  not  be  settled  by  mutual  agreement  between  the 
respective  governments  within  twelve  months  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
preferred  to  them,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  sworn  CommisBioners,  to 
be  appointed  on  each  side,  with  power  to  call  in  an  arbitrator  of  any  indiffermt 
nation;  and  the  decision  of  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  binding,  and 
without  appeal.'*  This  article  was  one  of  the  few  that  remained  unobjected 
to  by  the  French  government ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  British  creditors, 
the  negotiation  broke  off  on  other  points. 

The  preliminaries  of  the  late  Peace  were  signed  October  Ist,  1801.  The 
twelfth  article  is  as  follows  : — 

**  All  sequestrations  imposed  by  either  of  the  parties  on  the  fonded  pro- 
perty, revenues,  or  debts  of  any  description,  belonging  to  either  of  the  con- 
tracting Powers,  or  their  subjects  or  citizens,  shall  be  taken  off  immediately 
after  the  signature  of  the  Definitive  Treaty."  It  proceeds  to  provide  for  the 
decision  of  disputes  between  individuals  by  the  competent  ^bunals  of  the 
respective  countries,  and  concludes  thus :  **  It  is  agreed  moreover,  that  this 
article,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  shtfll  s^iply 
to  the  Allies  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  to  the  individuals  of  the  respective 
nations,  upon  the  condition  of  a  just  reciprocity.'* 

When  the  Preliminary  Treaty  was  published  the  British  creditors  had  reason 
to  regret  that  the  execution  of  this  article  in  their  favoiu:  was  not  secured,  as 
was  proposed  in  the  former  negotiation,  by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
to  decide  on  their  claims,  in  case  the  French  government  should  be  indisposed 
to  do  them  justice.  But,  upon  the  whole,  they  were  satisfied  that  their  own 
government  would  support  them  in  ihe  prosecution  of  their  rights,  as  they  did 
not  imagine  that  by  the  condition  of  a  just  reciprocity  could  be  understood 
that  the  French  creditor  in  the  English  Funds  should  receive  his  whole  pro- 
perty, principal  and  interest,  undiminished  ;  and  that  the  English  creditor  in 
the  French  Funds  should  receive  such  a  proportion  only  as  the  arbitrary  and 
unjust  government  of  France  should  be  pleased  to  bestow  on  him,  which  has 
turned  out  to  be,  as  might  be  expected  in  the  latter  case,  nothing  at  all.  The 
English  creditors  thought  themselves  under  the  protection  of  their  own 
government,  as  they  had  a  right  to  be,  and  not  the  unprotected  victims  of  a 
foreign  despotism.  They  met,  and  appointed  a  Committee,  who  waited  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af&irs,  to  request  and  claun  that  protection 
in  the  ensuing  negotiation  at  Amiens. 

Lord  Comwallis  began  the  conferences  with  J.  Buonaparte,  the  French 
plenipotentiary,  at  Amiens,  in  January,  1802. 

In  the  conference  of  the  19th  January  (29  Nivose),  as  stated  in  the  pro- 
tocol, or  official  document,  published  by  the  French  government,  **  Lord 
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Comwallis  demanded  tliat  the  article  relative  to  the  sequestrations  should  be 
inserted  literally  in  the  Definitive  Treaty  as  it  stood  in  the  preliminaries,  and 
in  the  projet  presented  by  his  government.  He  observed  that  ike  additional 
clause  of  the  French  contre-projet,  which  says  '  that  English  creditors  in 
France  cannot  be  more  favoured  than  the  French  themselves,*  would  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  English  nation,  inasmuch  as  the  English  government  had  not 
touched  the  property,  effects,  or  f^nds  of  any  Frenchman  :  that  of  France,  on 
the  contrary,  had  seized  all  that  the  English  had  in  France,  and  had  made 
only  imaginary  reimbursements.  Whatever  right  the  French  government  had 
to  proceed  in  this  manner  towards  French  citizens,  according  to  the  law  of 
circumstances,  it  could  not  so  dispose  of  what  belonged  to  the  English 
citizen."  From  this  extract  we  see  that  the  idea  of  treating  the  British 
creditors  in  the  French  Funds  on  the  footing  of  Frenchmen,  and  thereby 
setting  aside  *'  the  just  reciprocity  "  stipulated  for  in  the  Preliminary  Treaty, 
originated  in  a  contre-projet  of  the  French  government,  and  that  it  was  resisted 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  as  so  unjust  and  degrading  a  proposition  deserved.  It 
appears  by  the  subsequent  proceedings  that  it  was  successfully  resisted ;  for 
in  the  same  protocol  it  is  stated  that  France  renounced,  among  many  others, 
this  article  of  her  contre-projet :  and  it  is  further  stated  in  the  protocol  of  the 
6th  of  March,  **  That  the  Ministers  of  the  French  Republic  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty  having  met,  Citizen  J.  Buonaparte  presented  the  note  and  projet  foL 
lowing.  The  undersigned  has  removed  from  this  projet  everything  that 
might  protract  the  discussions ;  it  is  composed,  first,  of  articles  taken  literally 
from  the  preliminaries;  they  are  unattackable."  Among  these  the  twelfth 
article  of  the  Preliminary  Treaty  is  named ;  and  the  fourteenth  article  of  the 
French  Projet  is  as  follows :  **  AU  the  sequestered  property  placed  on  either 
side  in  the  Funds,  Revenues,  and  Trusts,  of  whatever  sort  they  may  bo, 
belonging  to  any  one  of  the  contracting  Powers,  or  to  its  citizens  and 
subjects,  shall  be  delivered  up  immediately  after  the  signature  of  this  Defi- 
nitive Treaty." 

Thus  Was  the  proposition  of  treating  the  British  creditors  on  the  samd 
footing  with  Frenchmen,  brought  forward  by  the  French  plenipotentiary  at 
Amiens,  rejected  by  Lord  ComwaUis,  and  given  up  by  J.  Buonaparte ;  yet 
most  unaccountably,  when  the  Definitive  Treaty  was  concluded,  the  last 
clause  of  the  article  respecting  the  mutual  restoration  of  sequestered  property 
was  left  out.  The  words  omitted  are  these  :  "  It  is  agreed  moreover,  that  the 
article,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  tlie  Definitive  Treaty,  shall  apply 
to  the  Allies  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  to  the  individuals  of  the  respective 
nations,  upon  the  condition  of  a  just  reciprocity." 

The  immediate  consequence  of  the  signature  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  to 
the  French  creditor  in  the  Engliah  Funds  was,  the  restitution  of  his  principal, 
and  the  payment  of  all  arrears  of  interest  in  pursuance  of  it  The  English 
creditors  demanded  the  some  justice,  and  the  same  execution  of  the  Treaty  at 
Paris.  In  answer  to  this  demand,  they  were  informed  that  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens  had  no  relation  to  their  case ;  that  they  hhd  no  reason  to  expect 
better  terms  than  the  Dutch  and  Qenoese,  who  had  been  the  friends  and 
allies  of  Frai\pe  ;  that  they  must  be  content  to  lose  the  whole  arrears  of  their 
interest,  two-thirds  of  their  capital,  which  had  been  paid  off  or  reimbursed  (as 
they  call  it)  during  the  war,  and  for  the  remaining  third  must  receive  an 
inscription  in  a  Five  per  Cent.  Stock,  taken  as  at  par,  though  the  price  was 
then  50.  So  that  according  to  this  proposition,  a  creditor  for  60002.,  besides 
the  loss  of  all  his  interest,  found  his  capital  reduced  to  10002.  Some,  in 
despair,  accepted  these  unequal  terms ;  but  their  compliance  was  useless  to 
preserve  even  a  wreck  of  their  property,  for  they  could  never  obtain  a  farthing. 
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Other  English  creditors,  who  did  not  despair  of  the  honour  and  jostioo  of 
their  own  country,  applied  to  Mr.  Merry,  the  English  resident  at  Paris,  for 
protection  against  this  injustice.  Mr.  Merry  promised  to  apply  for  instroctions 
to  his  own  government,  and  make  an  application  to  that  of  France  for  the 
execution  of  the  treaty.  If  any  application  was  made  by  him,  the  French 
government  treated  it  with  silent  contempt 

Finding  no  hope  from  Mr.  Merry,  the  English  creditors,  in  September, 
1802,  assembled  in  London,  and  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  prosecution  of 
their  claims,  who,  requesting  an  audience  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  stated  their  case  to  him,  and  presented  a  memorial,  claiming  the 
assistance  of  their  country  against  this  injustice  and  breach  of  treaty.  The 
Secretary  of  State  promised  them  an  answer  as  soon  as  the  opinion  of  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  could  be  taken  upon  it.  The  memorial  was  presented  on 
or  about  the  20th  of  September.  No  answer  was  received  till  about  the  11th 
of  January,  when  the  Committee  reported  to  the  creditors,  that  although  they 
had  reason  to  lament  many  opinions  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
the  course  of  their  conference,  and  although  he  considered  them  as  having  no 
right  to  better  terms  than  French  citizens  (notwithstanding  his  Lordship  was 
reminded  that  such  a  proposition  was  made  by  the  French  plenipotentiary  at 
the  negotiation,  and  positively  rejected  by  Lord  Comwallis),  yet  they  were 
happy  to  odd  that  his  Lordsliip  had  promised  to  write  to  Lord  Whitworth  at 
Paris,  to  obtain  such  justice  as  they  were  entitled  to. 

In  order  further  to  elucidate  this  subject,  and  to  show  at  once  the  difficulties 
of  the  principle  rejected  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  revived  (apparently  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Treaties  of  Peace)  by  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  viz.  that  of  putting  the  English  creditors  on  the  footing  of 
French  ones,  it  will  be  useful  to  state  the  following  facts.  During  the  late 
war  the  several  factions  that  rose  to  power  in  France  pretended  uniformly  to 
respect  and  pay  the  utmost  attention  to  the  claims  of  the  public  creditors. 
The  interest  was  regularly  paid  till  September,  1796,  either  in  specie  or  in 
assignats  and  mandats,  the  current  paper  of  the  country.  These  to  French* 
men,  however  depreciated  in  comparison  of  specie,  were  of  considerable  value, 
being  receivable  for  all  taxes  and  contributions ;  and  while  the  law  of  the 
maximum  lasted,  a  legal  tender  at  a  fixed  price  even  for  the  necessaries  of  life. 
From  that  period  to  March,  1797,  the  dividends  were  ordered  to  be  paid  one> 
fourth  in  specie,  and  three-fourths  in  Bons ;  a  species  of  paper  having  an 
advantage  over  the  assignats  and  mandats,  as  being  receivable  in  the  purchase 
of  national  property.  From  March,  1797,  to  March,  1798,  the  dividends  were 
paid  entirely  in  Bons,  which  were  circulated  at  a  trifling  loss.  About  this 
time  two-thirds  of  the  National  Debt  (converted  into  capital  by  valuing  the 
Life  Annuities  at  ten,  and  tlio  Perpetual  at  twenty,  years'  purchase)  were  paid 
off  (reimbursed,  the  French  call  it)  in  Bons,  not  bearing  interest,  but  con- 
vertible by  French  creditors  only  into  national  property,  and  consequently  to 
them  of  great  value.  The  remaim'ug  third  of  the  debt  was  funded  in  a  Five 
per  Cent.  Stock  at  par,  called  the  Tiers  Consolide':  the  interest  of  this 
remaining  third  was  paid  from  March,  1798,  to  September,  1799,  in  Bons, 
which,  when  issued,  were  at  a  very  small  discount ;  from  September,  1799,  to 
September,  1800,  in  Bons  of  another  description,  which  had  nearly  maintained 
their  value  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war.  Since  September,  1800, 
tlie  interest  of  the  Tiers  Consolide,  now  culled  the  Cinque  pour  Cens,  though 
sometimes  six  months  in  arrear,  has  been  paid  in  specie.  Most  of  tlie  French 
paper  formerly  in  circulation  had  been  annihilated  by  the  Directory,  or 
funded  at  the  rate  of  about  two  per  cent,  by  a  Consular  Decree,  before  any  of 
it  could  possibly  come  into  possession  of  any  English  creditor. 
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This  short  statement  shows  how  extremely  difficult  it  would  have  been,  if 
not  impracticable,  to  adjust  the  equivalents  to  be  received  by  the  English 
creditors  for  the  various  advantages  enjoyed  by  Frenchmen  during  the  war 
(independent  of  the  reimbursement),  which  could  not  be  common  to  them. 
But  the  French  government,  to  show  they  had  no  serious  design  to  do  justice 
to  the  English  creditors,  even  upon  this  principle,  had,  since  the  Peace, 
passed  a  decree  (evidenily  aimed  at  them),  which  postponed  all  funding  of 
unbooked  debts  to  the  22nd  of  September,  1803,  and  declared  that  such  debts 
should  only  bear  interest  from  that  time.  This,  at  one  blow,  struck  off  ten 
years*  interest  from  the  claims  of  the  English  creditors,  and  seems,  upon  all 
principles,  a  direct  breach  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.  So  secure  was  France 
of  making  her  will  the  law. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  English  creditors,  when  Lord  Whitworth  was  sent 
ambassador  to  Paris  :  the  well-known  manliness  and  energy  of  his  cliaracter 
revived  their  hopes  that  the  dignity  of  their  country  would  again  be  esta- 
blished  on  its  ancient  ground,  and  that  Englishmen  would  no  longer  be 
injured  and  insulted  with  impunity.  They  were  not  deceived  in  their  expec- 
tations :  upon  receiving  a  statement  of  the  creditors*  case,  his  Lordship  pre- 
sented a  vigorous  remonstrance  to  the  French  government,  and  declared  he 
would  never  cease  to  demand  for  them  the  same  justice  which  the  French 
creditors  had  received  in  England,  and  which  he  conceived  was  due  to  them 
by  treaty,  unless  he  should  be  prohibited  from  persisting  by  the  government 
of  England.  Nor  was  it  only  by  memorials  that  Lord  Whitworth  asserted 
the  rights  of  the  nation  he  represented ;  in  his  famous  conference  with  Buona- 
parte of  the  21st  of  February,  1803,  as  reported  by  himself  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  he  says,  *'  I  alleged,  as  a  cause  of  mistrust  and  jealousy,  the  impossi- 
bility of  obtaining  justice,  or  any  kind  of  redress,  for  any  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects.  He  asked  me  in  what  respect.  I  told  him  that,  since  the  signing 
of  the  treaty,  not  one  British  claimant  had  been  satisfied,  though  every 
Frenchman  of  that  description  had  been  so  within  one  month  after  that 
period.'*  This  dignified  and  firm  conduct  of  Lord  Whitworth,  so  worthy  of 
the  ancient  character  of  his  country,  promised  to  produce  the  happiest  effects 
for  the  interests  of  the  British  creditors.  A  proposition  had  been  made  by 
Lord  Whitworth  to  the  French  Minister,  and  accepted  by  him  on  the  part  of 
his  government,  to  appoint  Commissioners  of  both  countries  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  claims  of  the  British  creditors ;  and  this  proposition  was  actually 
lying  before  our  Ministry,  for  their  confirmotion  and  approval,  when  the  war 
broke  out 

Upon  the  renewal  of  the  ¥rar,  after  the  short  peace  of  Amiens,  discussions 
on  the  justice  and  policy  of  that  measure  took  place  in  Parliament :  on  that 
occasion  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  speech  which  was  considered  by  all  who  heard  it  as 
one  of  the  most  powerful  effusions  of  his  great  mind,  but  which  unfortunately 
was  lost  to  the  public  by  being  delivered  when  the  doors  of  the  House  of 
Commons  were  closed,  insisted  strongly  on  the  conduct  of  the  French  govern- 
ment to  the  British  creditors  as  a  just  cause  of  war.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  great  author  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  though  no  longer  at  the  head 
of  His  Majesty's  councils,  should  patiently  endure  the  outrage  and  contumely 
to  which  British  subjects  had  exposed  themselves  by  pursuing  objects  pointed 
out  to  them  as  legitimate  and  desirable  by  the  measures  of  his  public  policy. 
For  the  effect  of  that  speech,  and  the  conviction  it  produced,  the  creditors 
can  only  refer  to  the  Members  of  Parliament  who  heard  it.  When  Mr.  Pitt 
soon  afterwards  resumed  his  seat  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  publicly  testifying  his  sense  of  the  duty  of  the  Eing*s  Ministers, 
in  a  case  analogous  to  that  here  stated,  though  not  attended  with  circum- 
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Btances  so  oggrayated.  The  Spanish  Ministers,  under  the  influence  of  France, 
as  soon  as  the  war  broke  out,  sequestered  all  the  property  of  British  subjects 
Tested  in  their  government  paper.  Fortunately  for  the  Spanish  creditors, 
some  frigates,  captured  before  the  declaration  of  war,  became  the  property  of 
the  Crown,  as  droits  of  Admiralty.  Mr.  Pitt,  immediately,  on  the  application 
of  the  creditors  to  him,  directed  the  proceeds  of  those  frigates  to  be  implied 
to  the  extinction  of  their  debt ;  though  they  had  only  to  complain  of  the 
violation  of  a  general  law,  and  not  of  a  particular  treaty. 

The  fact  above  stated  proves  how  heavy  a  loss  the  British  creditors  of 
France  sustained  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which,  in  addition  to  the  public 
causes  of  mourning  which  involved  the  whole  empire,  they  lamented  as  a 
private  calamity.  When,  however,  a  negotiation  was  opened  with  the  French 
government  by  his  successor,  Mr.  Fox,  they  stated  their  case  to  him,  in  full 
confidence,  from  the  candour  and  manliness  of  his  character,  that  he  would 
freely  state  the  impression  it  made  on  him,  and  vigorously  sup)M>rt  the  rights 
of  British  subjects,  and  the  honour  of  His  Majesty's  government,  of  both 
which  he  was  then  the  guardian.  They  were  not  deceived  in  their  expecta- 
tions. Though  Mr.  Fox's  health  was  at  that  time  such  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  admit  the  Committee  of  Creditors  to  a  personal  audience,  he 
assured  them,  through  Ids  secretary.  Sir  Francis  Vincent,  **  that,  although  he 
could  not  pledge  government  to  anything  specific,  they  might  rely  on  his 
disposition  to  do  for  them  everything  in  his  power." 

Such  has  been  the  process  of  the^  losses  and  disappointments  under  which 
the  creditors  have  suffered  during  upwards  of  twenty  years.  In  answer  to 
their  demand  of  justice,  at  Paris,  after  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  they  were 
amused  by  the  revolutionary  government  with  arguments  and  statements, 
manifestly  inapplicable  to  their  case,  till  the  renewal  of  the  war  put  an  end  to 
their  hopes.  It  was  not,  indeed,  surprising  that  even  the  Ministers  of  this 
country  should  be  awed  by  the  predominating  power  of  Buonaparte,  at  which 
the  rest  of  Europe  trembled ;  it  was  not  surprising  that  the  claims  of  the 
creditors  should  be  contemptuously  rejected,  when  even  the  British  Ambas- 
sador, in  the  Palace  of  the  Tuileries,  was  subject  to  contumely  and  outrage. 
Happily  the  scene  has  lately  been  completely  reversed.  Great  Britain  Las 
with  glory  resumed  her  seat  among  tlie  nations  of  Europe  :  good  faith  and 
honour  will,  we  trust,  re-establish  their  infiuence  over  the  councils  of  Fnuice. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  British  Ministry  will  have  no  very  arduous  task  to 
perform  in  securing  justice  to  its  own  subjects  from  that  illustrious  House 
which,  under  Providence,  is  principally  indebted  for  its  restoration  to  the 
dauntless  and  indefatigable  perseverance  of  the  British  nation  ;  and  were  the 
equity  of  their  case  less  firmly  grounded  than  it  is  in  the  principles  of  public 
law  and  national  honour,  were  the  government  of  France  less  urged  by  the 
clearest  dictates  of  policy  to  a  full  restoration  of  British  property  entrusted  to 
the  faith  of  the  nation  solemnly  pledged,  the  creditors  could  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered as  too  romantic,  during  the  period  of  universal  jubilee,  in  expecting  to 
find  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  their  gratitude. 


E,  Cooke,  Esq.,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  25tb  Dec.,  1814. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  the  appearance  of  a  new  effort  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  to  keep  everything  in  his  own  hands.    He  has  managed  his  Polish 
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businesA,  or  nearly  so,  between  the  three  Powers  without  England.  He  is 
evidently  trying  to  do  the  same  by  the  Saxon  point ;  and  if  he  can  con- 
ciliate Austria  in  this  arrangement,  I  fear  he  will  use  all  his  art«  to  settle 
every  other  question  in  the  same  exclusive  manner.  This  may  be 
dangerous. 

Ever  most  faithfully  your  Lordship*s  servant, 

E.  COOKB. 


Viscount  CasUereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Liverpool,  Vienna,  25th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  am  always  unwilling  to  think  sangninely  of  things  in  progress,  but 
various  concurring  circumstances  induce  me  to  consider  the  probabilities  of 
a  settlement  greatly  increased.  Tins  feeling  transpires  from  so  many 
quarters,  and  the  irritation  so  visibly  subsides,  that  if  France  and  the  King 
of  Saxony  will  assist  us  in  assigning  liberally  to  Prussia  out  of  Saxony,  I 
think  we  shall  at  last  work  it  through.  Russia,  notwithstanding  the  em- 
barrassment in  which  Prince  Bepnin*s  proclamation  has  placed  her,  will 
not  enoourage  Prussia  to  resist,  now  she  has  secured  her  own  arrangement 
in  Poland.  We  must  be  as  liberal  as  we  can  to  Prussia,  notwithstanding 
her  shabbiness.  Humboldfs  mIcuI,  I  always  suspected,  was  to  take  great 
care  not  to  save  so  much  of  Poland  as  to  weaken  their  claim  to  the  whole 
of  Saxony.  I  was  aware  of  this  device  when  I  wrote  my  letter  of  the  11th 
of  October,  which  expressly  bars  the  precise  case  which  has  occurred  as 
not  giving  any  claim  for  British  support,  viz..  Saxony  being  the  com- 
pensation for  an  excessive  cession  of  territory  to  Russia  on  the  side  of 
Poland. 

You  will  see  that  the  correspondence  between  Austria  and  France  essen- 
tially alters  the  posture  of  the  latter  Power.  France  is  now  a  principal  in 
the  question.  Talleyrand's  note  is  written  for  impression.  He  was  urgent 
in  his  language  to  me  two  days  since  to  begin  with  an  engagement  between 
France,  Austria,  and  England.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  we  were  already 
united  in  opinion,  and  that  to  form  an  alliance  prematurely  might  augment 
the  chances  of  war  rather  than  of  an  amicable  settlement,  which  I  trusted 
was  the  object  we  all  had  in  view.  His  tone  was  very  high  and  hostile  to 
Prussia.  Austria  is,  on  the  contrary,  as  conciliatory  as  is  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  a  substantive  position  in  Saxony  to  the  King. 

I  am,  my  dear  Liverpool,  yours  sincerely, 

Castlereaoh. 


To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh,  [  882,  ] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  26th  Dec,  1814. 

I  send  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  written  to  Lord 
Liverpool  with  my  despatch  regarding  Murat.    The  King  is 
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anxious  that  nothing  should  be  said  upon  the  subject  at  Vienna 
until  I  shall  receive  an  answer  from  England. 

Blacas  explained  to  me  last  night  how  it  happens  that  the 
King  can  give  only  40,000  men.  He  says  that  they  cannot 
venture  to  employ  upon  this  service  either  Generals,  officers,  or 
troops  who  have  served  immediately  under  the  command  of 
Murat,  and  that  they  must  therefore  select  them. 

Adverting  to  the  temper  prevailing  in  England,  and  to  the 
state  of  the  finances,  I  think  it  most  probable  the  government 
will  not  enter  into  this  scheme,  and  that  Murat  will  escape. 
After  all,  our  coming  forward  as  principals  is  rather  a  delicate 
matter  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  Austrian  trea^,  and 
the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  the  Austrians  being  so  far 
satisfied  with  Murat 's  performance  of  his  engagements  as  not 
to  join  in  an  attack  upon  him. 

However,  of  this  I  am  very  certain,  that  Murat's  continuance 
at  Naples  increases  the  chances  of  disturbance  in  France,  which 
would  again  disturb  all  Europe. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  833.  ]  To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  WeUesUy, 

My  dear  Henry,  Paris.  27th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the 
King's  Plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent,  announcing  the  signature  on 
the  24th  instant  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity.  Pray  communicate  this  intelli- 
gence to  Mr.  Canning. 

Ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

Wellington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pole  arrived  on  Saturday  with  my  boys  and 
your  Gerald.  They  are  all  very  well,  and  Gerald  much  im- 
proved. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Mr,  Canning, 

Mt  dear  Canning,  Irife  House,  28th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  private  letters,  of  the  9th  inst.  I  am  sorry  to  find 
that  you  should  have  heen  visited  at  Lishon  by  a  fit  of  the  gout.  As  a 
warm  climate  has,  however,  generally  been  found  to  be  the  most  effectual 
remedy  for  this  disorder,  I  trust  the  next  packet  will  bring  us  an  account  of 
your  entire  recovery. 

You  will  hear  by  tliis  conveyance  of  the  restoration  of  peace  between  this 
country  and  the  United  States  of  America.  The  general  nature  of  the 
tenna.  is  accurately  stated  in  the  public  papers.     I  will  endeavour  to  send 

,you  a  copy  of  ito^reaty-^sy-ihfi.  next  packet.  _^. ^ 

^  You  know  how  anxious  I  was  that  w«  should  get  out  of  thi*-^^  as  soon 
as  we  could  do  so  with  honour.  This  anxiety  was  increased  by  communi- 
cations which  I  had  (after  you  left  London)  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
He  had  agreed  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  ensuing  campaign, 
if  the  war  should  continue ;  but  he  was  particularly  solicitous  for  peace, 
being  fully  satisfied  that  there  was  no  vulnerable  point  of  importance 
belonging  to  the  United  States  which  we  could  hope  to  take  and  hold 
except  New  Orleans,  and  this  settlement  is  one  of  the  most  unhealthy  in 
any  part  of  America. 

We  might  certainly  land  in  different  parts  of  their  coast,  and  destroy 
some  of  their  towns,  or  put  them  under  contribution ;  but  in  the  present 
state  of  the  public  mind  in  America  it  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  any  per- 
manent good  effects  from  operations  of  this  nature. 

The  continuance  of  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  better  frontier 
for  Canada  would,  I  am  persuaded,  have  been  found  impracticable;  for 
when  that  question  came  to  be  argued,  it  would  be  stated,  and  stated  with 
truth,  that  no  additional  frontier  which  you  could  possibly  expect  to  obtain 
would  mate  rially  add  to  the  security  of  Canada. 

The  weakness  of  Canada  consists  in  this :  that  the  United  States  possess 
7,600,000  people;  the  two  Canadas  not  more  than  300,000.  That  the 
government  of  the  United  States  have  access  to  Canada  at  all  times  of  the 
year,  whereas  Great  Britain  is  excluded  from  such  access  for  nearly  six 
months.  As  long  as  we  have  the  larger  and  better  army  we  shall  be  able 
to  defend  the  coimtry,  notwithstanding  all  these  disadvantages ;  but  the 
frontier  must  in  any  case  be  of  such  prodigious  extent  that  it  never  could 
be  made,  as  frontier,  defensible  against  the  means  which  the  Americans 
might  bring  against  it. 

]n  addition  to  these  considerations,  we  could  not  overlook  the  clamour 
which  has  been  raised  against  the  property-tax,  and  the  difficulties  we  shall 
certainly  have  in  continuing  it  for  one  year,  to  discharge  the  arrears  of  the 
war. 

From  all  I  have  heard,  I  do  not  believe  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
have  continued  it  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  an  American  war,  even 
though  the  negotiation  had  turned  upon  points  on  which  persons  were  more 
generally  agreed  than  on  the  question  of  Canadian  boundary. 

The  question  therefore  was  whether,  under  all  these  circumstances,  it 
was  not  better  to  conclude  the  peace  at  the  present  moment,  before  the  im« 

VOL.  IX.  *I  "U 
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patience  of  the  country  on  the  subject  had  been  manifested  at  public 
meetings  or  by  motions  in  Parliament,  provided  we  could  conclude  it  by 
obliging  the  American  Commissioners  to  waive  all  stipulations  whatever  on 
the  subject  of  maritime  rights,  by  fulfilling  our  engagements  to  the  Indians 
who  were  abandoned  in  the  Treaty  of  17B3,  and  by  declining  to  revive  in 
favour  of  the  United  States  any  of  the  commercial  advantages  which  they 
enjoyed  under  former  treaties.  As  far  as  I  have  any  means  of  judging,  our 
decision  is  generally  approved. 

I  wrote  to  Bristol  and  Liverpool  the  night  the  treaty  arrived.  I  have 
had  a  most  satisfactory  answer  this  morning  from  Bristol,  both  respecting 
the  peace  and  the  terms  of  it  I  shall  probably  hear  from  your  friend 
Gladstone  by  the  post  on  Friday. 

The  negotiations  at  Vienna  are  not  proceeding  in  the  way  we  could  wish. 
Not  that  I  think  there  is  any  chance  of  their  leading  to  hostilities,  but  a 
great  deal  of  irritation  will,  I  fear,  remain ;  and  this  consideration  it^lf 
was  deserving  of  some  weight  in  deciding  the  question  of  jieace  with 
America. 

Fortunately  for  us  the  fate  of  the  Low  Countries  was  decided  by  a  secret 
article  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  We  are  not  apprehensive  therefore  of  any 
serious  difficulty  on  this  point. 

The  question  likewise  respecting  the  annexation  of  Genoa,  under  certain 
conditions,  to  the  King  of  Sardinians  dominions,  has  been  arranged  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties,  even  to  that  of  the  representative  of  the  state  of 
Genoa  at  Vienna. 

The  negotiations  respecting  Switzerland  are  likewise  in  a  favourable 
course,  and  all  might  therefore  have  ended  smoothly  and  well  (except, 
perhaps,  the  very  difficult  question  of  Naples)  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
extravagant  pretensions  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  regarding  Poland.  On 
this  subject  we  have  only  a  distant  and  contingent  interest,  and  we  must 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  dififerences  respecting  it  leading  to  a  renewal  of 
war  on  the  Continent.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance  that  all  the  Russians 
are  against  the  Emperor.  He  does  not  even  venture  to  trust  them  with 
the  correspondence  which  passes  through  Prince  Czartoriski,  who  at  present 
holds  no  official  situation  under  him. 

I  am  persuaded,  from  all  I  hear,  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  will  never 
bo  able  to  carry  his  own  views  and  promises  respecting  Poland  into  execu- 
tion. The  Russians  never  will  submit  to  the  Polish  provinces  (which  have 
been  incorporated  with  Russia)  being  severed  again  from  the  Russian 
Empire  and  reunited  to  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  kingdom  of  Poland.  They  will  not  be  reconciled  to  it  on  the  plea  of  the 
Sovereign  being  their  own  Emperor.  Nay,  some  say  that  they  would  prefer 
the  alternative  (if  Poland  is  to  be  reconstructed)  that  it  should  be  recon* 
structed  under  an  independent  Sovereign. 

If  the  Emperor  of  Russia  cannot  carry  into  effect  the  expectations  he  has 
held  out  to  the  Poles  in  this  respect,  they  will  be  grievously  disappointed, 
and  he  will  not  have  accomplished  the  purpose  of  making  them  faithful  and 
attached  subjects.  In  short,  in  whatever  way  the  affairs  of  Poland  can 
now  bo  settled,  they  will  afford  ample  ground  for  war  and  confusion  here- 
after. 

I  think  of  going  to  Bath  for  a  fortnight  about  the  beginning  of  next  week. 
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We  must  look  forward  to  a  very  active  sesaion.  I  have  not  seen  for  several 
years  so  much  party  animosity  as  appeared  during  the  three  weeks  of 
Novemlier  whilst  Parliament  was  sitting. 

A  great  struggle  will  probably  take  plac43  on  the  Property-Tax.  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  carry  it  for  a  year :  in  which  case,  if  peace  continues, 
substitutes  may  be  found,  though  none  in  my  judgment  so  equal  and  just ; 
but  many  of  the  persons  who  have  been  praising  the  tax  for  the  last  ten 
years  as  the  greatest  discovery  in  finance,  are  now  the  most  loud  in  dis- 
approving and  objecting  to  the  continuance  of  it. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  America,  a  few  copies  of  which, 
for  the  sake  of  convenience,  have  been  printed  at  the  private  press  in  the 
Foreign  Office.  As  the  treaty  cannot,  however,  properly  be  published 
until  the  ratifications  of  it  are  exchanged,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  not  let  this  copy  go  out  of  your  own  hands. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Canning  and  your  family  are  well, 
and  have  not  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  passage,  and  particularly  how 
the  climate  agrees  with  your  eldest  son,  and  whether  you  think  he  gains 
ground  in  consequence  of  it. 

LlYEBPOOL. 


The  French  Commisaioners  to  the  British  Commissiotiers, 

28  D65.,  1814. 

Les  Commissaires  de  Sa  Majesty  Tr^s  Chr^tienne  voient  avec  le  plus 
grand  regret  dans  la  note  que  Messieurs  les  Commissaires  Anglais  leur  ont 
fait  rhouneur  de  leur  adresser  le  16  courant  que  Messieurs  les  Commissaires 
dc  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  ne  reconnaissent  pas  la  justice  des  bases  de  la 
liquidation  des  rentes  sur  la  France  appartenantes  k  des  cr^anciers  Anglais 
qui  ont  ^t^  expos^  dans  la  note  des  Commissaires  Fran^ais  en  date  du  10 
de  ce  mois. 

Messieurs  les  Commissaires  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  pensent  que  Tar- 
tide  4  additionnel  du  traits  de  paix  du  30  Mai  dernier  r^voque  en  faveur 
des  cr^nciers  Anglais  les  lois  de  dech^ncc  et  de  rdduction  intervenues  sur 
le  fait  de  la  dette  publique  en  France  depuis  Tann^  1792. 

Les  Commissaires  de  S.M.  Tr6s  Chr^tieune  ne  pen  vent  partager  cette 
opinion  :  ils  sont  convaincus,  au  contraire,  que  si  Tintention  du  gouvemc- 
meut  Fran9ais  en  souscrivant  ce  traits  de  paix  eut  M  de  revoquer  ces  lois 
dont  Tex^cution  est  en  vigueur,  et  g^n^rale  depuis  plusieure  ann^es,  le  traits 
de  paix  du  30  Mai  en  eut  dd  contenir  et  en  eut  contenir  la  stipulation  for- 
melle  et  praise.  Ils  pensent  qu*une  revocation  de  faveur  d'une  loi  commune 
et  en  vigueur  ne  peut  se  d^duire  par  induction,  et  qu'ils  s'dcarteroient  de 
leur  devoir  s'ils  se  permettaient  ainsi  dlnterpr^ter  le  traite  de  paix  du  30 
Mai  dernier,  et  de  porter,  jusqu*k  y  ajouter  un  supplement  de  cette  impor- 
tance, Textreme  d^r  qu'ils  ont  de  se  trouver  d'acoord  avec  Messieurs  les 
Commissaires  Anglais. 

Messieurs  les  0)mmis8aire8  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  r^clamcnt  la  reci- 
procity des  precedes  libemux  du  gouvemement  Anglais  envers  les  creancicrs 
etrangers  qui  n*ont  pas  ete  soumis  aux  taxes  nationales.  Les  Commissaires 
de  S.M.  Tr^  Chretienne  ne  peuvent  que  donner  des  eioges  justes  et  siucerea 
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k  oette  conduite  du  peuple  Anglais,  et  que  regretter  am^rement  que  les  der* 
niers  gouvcrnemens  FraD9ai8  s'en  Isoient  ^rt^s ;  mais  le  traits  de  paix  da 
30  Mai  dernier  n'autorise  pas  les  Commissaires  de  S.M.  Tr6s  Chr^tlenne  k 
reparer  les  torts  ou  les  erreurs  des  demiers  gcmvernemeos  Frangais,  ni  k 
recommencer  la  legislation. 

Pour  que  la  stipulation  de  r^iprocit^  Gt  une  loi  aux  Commissaires  de  S.M. 
Tr^s  Chr^tienne  d'exceptcr  les  cr^anciers  Anglais  de  Tefifet  des  lois  Fran^aises 
Bur  le  fait  de  la  dette  publique,  il  faudrait  qu'ils  eussent  k  imiter  une  loi 
Anglaise  qui  eut  except^  les  cr^nciers  Fran^ais,  intdress^s  dans  les  foods 
publics  Anglais,  de  la  rigueur  d'une  loi  port^e  contre  les  cr^nciers  Strangers 
en  Angleterre.  Une  telle  loi  n'existe  pas.  Tons  les  cr^nciers  Strangers 
int^resscs  dans  les  fonds  publics  en  Angleterre  ont  dt^  traits  avec  une 
faveur  ^gale.  II  n'y  a  point  de  faveur  particuli^re  accord^  aux  cr^anciers 
Fran9ais. 

Cependant,  pour  repondre  autant  qu'il  est  en  leur  pouvoir  aux  principes 
lib^raux  du  gouvemement  Anglais,  les  Commissaires  de  S.M.  Trte  Chr^ 
tienne  ont  propose  de  relever  les  cr^anciers  Anglais  de  la  d^bdanoe  pro* 
nonc^  par  les  lois  Fran^aises  contre  tons  les  int^ress^  dans  la  dette 
publique  Fran9ai8e  non  liquid^,  et  cette  exception  est  uniquement  et  ex- 
clusivement  en  faveur  des  cr^anciers  Anglais ;  elle  n'est  accord^  k  aucun 
autre  crdancier  Stranger  ni  mdme  k  aucun  r^gnicole. 

Messieurs  les  Commissaires  de  S.M.  Tr6s  Chr^tienne  ne  peuvent  exprimer 
k  Messieurs  les  Commissaires  de  Sa  Maj*^t^  Britannique  k  quel  point  ils 
souhaiteraient  les  trouver  sensibles  k  la  justice  de  ces  principes  et  de  oes 
observations,  persuades  com  me  ils  le  sont  de  I'extrSme  d&ir  de  leur  Souverain 
de  donner  en  toute  occasion  des  t^moignages  de  ses  sentimens  particuliers 
pour  le  gouvemement  et  le  ])euple  Anglais. 

*  Les  Commissaires  de  Sa  Majeste  Trds  Chr^tienne  ont  Thonneur  de  renou- 
veler  a  Messieurs  les  Commissaires  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  Tassuranoe  do 
)eur  haute  consideration, 

DiTFRESNE  St.  Leok. 

Eesneb. 

Pernot  Fontbnoy. 


H,  Gottlburny  Esq,,  to  Earl  Bathurst, 


Mr  DBAS  Lord,  Ghent,  30th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  congratulations,  and  assure 
you  that  I  shall  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  returning  home 
as  soon  as  I  can  leave  this  place  with  propriety ;  but  the  civility  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  their  unfortunate  disposition  to  celebrate  the  signature  of 
our  treaty  by  a  fSte,  will  detain  me  here  till  the  end  of  next  week. 

I  regret  that  you  should  consider  any  difficulties  likely  to  arise  from  the 
alteration  made  by  us  in  the  treaty  with  respect  to  the  period  at  which 
hostilities  were  to  cease.  The  alteration  was  certainly  suggested  by  the 
Americans,  who  stated  themselves  to  be  desirous  of  preventing  any  un- 
necessary prolongation  of  hostilities,  to  which  a  delay  in  the  transmission 
.of  the  ratification  might  give  ribe,  and  who  strongly  pressed  the  point  as 
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one  wbich  they  were  bound  both  by  their  duty'  and  inclination  to  urge. 
We  thought  it  more  giticeful  in  us  to  yield  a  point  on  which  resistance 
might  be  construed  into  a  desire  to  prolong  hostilities,  and  we  thought  we 
did  so  quite  safely  in  substituting  the  words  recommended  to  us  in  our 
first  instruction,  which  we  thought  equally  calculated  to  prevent  any  chi- 
canery on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  see  how 
the  word  "  alteration  ^  can  give  rise  to  a  quibble,  for  as  it  is  the  treaty 
which  is  to  be  ratified  without  alteration,  it  as  much  excludes  the  subduo- 
tion  or  addition  of  an  article  as  it  does  the  alteration  of  any  individual 
article.  But  in  fact  we  give  them  nothing  by  the  change,  for  hostilities 
cannot  cease  until  the  fact  of  Madison*s  ratification  is  officially  commu- 
nicated to  our  troops  by  some  person  specially  appointed  by  us  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  and  that  person  will  in  all  probability  be  the  bearer  of  the  ratifica- 
tion. I  trust,  however,  that  I  shall  be  better  able  to  explain  when  we  meet 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  alteration  was  made. 

By  one  of  the  American  notes  which  we  send  home  to-day  you  will  see 
that  they  decline  giving  us  the  proof  which  they  say  they  possess  of  our 
seducing  and  selling  their  negroes.  I  learnt,  however,  from  Mr.  Clay  that 
there  is  but  one  deposition  on  the  subject ;  that  that  one  does  not  go  to 
the  real  charge,  because,  as  he  said,  it  was  impossible  that  the  de- 
ponent, being  resident  in  the  United  States,  should  have  cognizance  of  the 
completion  of  the  offence,  which  must  have  taken  place  in  the  British  West 
Indies.  He  promised,  however,  to  show  me  privately  the  deposition  ;  and 
if  he  keeps  his  word,  I  have  no  doubt  of  yet  finding  means  to  prove  the 
charge  of  the  American  government  altogether  unfounded. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  thanking  you,  on  the  part  of  my  colleagues 
and  myself,  for  your  kindness  in  expediting  to  us  so  immediately  our  order 
of  recall. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Lord, 

Yours  ever  most  sincerely, 

Henrt  Goulbubn. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingUm, 

My  dear  Duke,  Fife  Hoase,  Slst  Dec,  1814. 

I  have  received  your  private  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  written  in  conse- 
quence of  the  communication  which  you  had  from  Count  Blacas  on  the 
subject  of  leaving  Murat  on  the  throne  of  Naples. 

One  of  my  letters  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  of  the  23rd  instant,  which  I 
left  open  for  your  perusal,  will  have  explained  to  you  the  sentiments  of  the 
government  on  this  point. 

The  first  question  is,  whether  we  are  released  from  all  obligation  to 
Murat  in  consequence  of  his  having  violated  the  engagements  into  which 
he  entered  with  the  Austrian  government.  I  think  it  very  doubtful  whether 
he  fulfilled  these  engagements;  but  I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  proof  of  his 
violation  of  them  is  sufficiently  established  to  enable  us  to  do  more  at  pre- 
sent than  to  withhold  all  further  recognition  of  him. 

Supposing,  however,  the  inquiries  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  lead  to  a 
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thorough  conviction  that  Marat*8  conduct,  after  signing  the  treaty  with 
Austria,  was  either  so  treacherous,  or  that  he  was  so  culpably  and  inten- 
tionally inactive,  as  to  absolve  us  from  all  obligation  to  him,  I  should,  in 
that  case,  deceive  you  if  I  did  not  state  most  explicitly  that  I  am  satisfied 
that,  under  present  circumstances,  the  country  could  not  be  brought  to  sanc- 
tion or  support  the  employment  of  a  British  army,  or  of  an  army  in  British 
pay,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  him  from  the  throne  of  Naples. 

The  utmost  that  could  be  done  by  us  would  be  to  take  a  namindl  part 
against  him,  and  (if  operations  were  carrying  on  against  him  by  other 
Powers)  perhaps  to  blockade  his  ports  with  such  ships  as  might  happen  to 
be  in  the  Mediterranean. 

I  am  far  from  undervaluing  even  a  cooperation  of  this  nature.  From  what 
I  have  heard  from  a  person  on  whom  I  can  depend,  who  has  lately  left 
Naples,  Murat  is  supported  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  nobility,  but  he  is 
very  unpopular  with  the  people.  They  have  no  reason  to  hate  him,  for 
his  government  is  a  mild  one ;  but  they  are  ashamed  of  him  :  and  as  I  know 
the  English  have  always  been  particularly  popular  in  Naples,  and  are  so  at 
this  time,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  simple  declaration  on  our  part  against 
him  would  make  considerable  impression  on  the  country.  We  must  re- 
collect however,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  has  an  army  which  is  not  to 
be  despised,  and  that  his  force,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  the  more  formidable 
from  the  discontented  and  inflammable  state  of  a  great  part  of  Italy. 

I  am  not  insensible  to  all  the  inconvenience  of  his  remaining  on  the 
throne  of  Naples ;  but  I  am  convinced,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  will  be 
most  hazardous  and  inexpedient  to  attempt  to  drive  him  from  it  by  foroe 
unless  the  force  is  of  so  commanding  a  nature  as  to  place  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  out  of  all  doubt,  and  to  secure  its  accomplishment  in 
the  shortest  practicable  period  from  the  time  it  is  undertaken. 

You  will  hear  of  course  further  from  Lord  Castlereagh  on  this  subject 
when  he  has  received  my  letter ;  but  I  was  unwilling  to  delay  putting  you 
in  possession  of  my  general  sentiments  as  at  present  informed  upon  it. 

The  employment  of  a  British  army  for  the  purpose  I  consider  as  quite 
ho^jcless. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Liverpool, 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUinffUm. 

My  dear  Duke,  Fife  HoiMe,  Slat  Dec.,  1814. 

I  had  just  concluded  my  letters,  Nos.  1  and  2,  of  this  day,  when  I  re- 
ceived yours  of  the  27th,  and  Lord  Castlereagh's  of  the  16th. 

I  am  most  truly  gratified  that  you  have  accepted  his  proposal  of  going 
to  Vienna. 

If  it  shall  be  necessary  for  Lord  Castlereagh  to  return  to  England  before 
the  business  of  the  Congress  can  be  closed  in  its  essential  features,  no  cir- 
cumstance will,  I  am  persuaded,  give  so  much  confidence  at  home  and 
abroad  as  your  having  been  selected  to  succeed  him. 

With  respect  to  your  coming  to  England,  1  wish  to  leave  it  to  your  own 
decision.     You  will  find,  I  believe,  the  instnictions  to  Lord  Castlereagh  an 
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distinct  and  explicit  on  all  points  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them,  considering 
the  nature  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  Much  indeed  must  be  left  under 
such  circumstances  to  the  discretion  of  the  person  employed  ;  and  I  speak 
the  sentiments  of  all  my  colleagues  when  I  say  that  we  should  have  the 
same  confidence  in  you  as  we  have  had  in  him. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  Murat  and  Naples,  I  entirely  approve  of 
the  course  proposed  in  liOrd  Castlereagh*s  memorandum  delivered  to  Prince 
Talleyrand,  and  enclosed  in  his  despatch  of  the  18th  instant. 

As  far  as  this  pro]X)sition  goes,  there  never  could  have  been  any  difference 
of  opinion.  If  this  proposal,  or  a  negotiation  on  the  basis  of  it,  should  be 
rejected  by  Murat,  it  will  then  be  to  be  determined  what  further  steps 
shall  be  taken.  I  should  be  perfectly  ready  to  agree  to  a  joint  declaration 
in  concurrence  with  the  other  Powers  against  him,  provided  it  was  on 
other  grounds  deemed  safe  and  expedient,  and  that  you  and  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  are  satisfied,  upon  the  inquiries  now  in  progress,  that  Murat'i  con- 
duct would  enable  us  to  justify  such  a  proceeding  on  the  score  of  good 
faith  in  the  face  of  the  world. 

I  have  already  stated  to  you  the  insuperable  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
our  becoming  parties  in  any  military  operations  for  this  object ;  but,  with 
this  reserve,  we  can  have  no  scruple  of  leaving  the  whole  question  to  your 
dii^cretion  upon  the  principles  already  stated. 

I  have  already  informed  you  that  1  am  going  to  Bath  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. I  would  wait  here  for  your  arrival  if  I  thought  that  arrival  certain, 
and  if  I  were  not  obliged  to  be  again  in  town  between  the  20th  and  22nd 
of  January.  If,  however,  you  come  to  England,  I  shall  be  most  desirous  of 
seeing  you ;  and  I  will  certainly  either  come  up  to  town  or  meet  you  at 
Sal  thill,  if  that  would  be  equally  convenient  to  you.  I  only  beg  in  that 
case  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give  me  the  earliest  notice  of  your  inten- 
tion of  coming  to  England. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  very  sincerely  yours, 

LiyEBPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Earl  Bathurtt. 

Dear  Bathurst,  Fife  House,  31  st  Dec,  1814. 

I  send  yon  the  private  letter  I  have  just  received  from  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, together  with  the  correspondence  between  Castlereagh  and  him 
relative  to  his  going  to  Vienna.  You  will  see  by  it  that  he  has  agreed  to 
the  proposal. 

I  send  you  likewise  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  him.  I  have  left  it  to  his 
discretion  to  come  to  this  country  or  not  before  he  goes  to  Vienna,  but  I 
think  upon  the  whole  he  would  gain  more  by  being  a  few  days  longer  with 
Castlereagh  than  by  his  visit  here.  The  projet  of  Castlereagh  respecting 
Murat  is  to  negotiate  him  out  by  means  of  a  compensation.  This  is  quite 
safe,  and  I  think  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  leaving  a  discretion  on  the 
further  points,  with  the  qualifications  and  reserves  stated.  It  was  necessary 
to  send  off  the  letter  to-night. 

Castlereagh's  despatches  give  a  curious  account  of  a  scene  at  Vienna  be- 
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tween  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  Mettemich,  in  consequence  of  a  folly  of 
Hardenberg^s.    It  was  not  likely,  however,  to  have  serious  bad  effects. 
The  point  at  issue  now  is  Saxony,  and  Castlereagh  appears  to  have  no  suf- 
ficient data  to  bo  able  to  say  with  certainty  how  it  will  end. 
Send  back  the  letters  by  the  messenger. 

I  go  on  Monday. 

Ever  yours  sinoeTely, 

LlYBRFOOL. 


Claim  of  Prize  Money  on  account  qf  the  Duke  <^  WeUington^s  Army. 

Memorandum  of  Sums  paid  to  the  Bourbon  Government  out  of  the  Duties  of 
the  Public  Property  captured  at  Bordeaux  by  the  British  Army  under  the 
command  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 


Loan  on  wine  received  by  the  Commissioners  Depret 

on  account  of  the  Bourbon  government 979,667 

Paid  to  the  Duchess  of  AngoulSme     829,787 

Received  by  M.  Conseillant,  the  government  agent 
for  couriers %.     ••        12,707 

1,822,111 

Total  amount  paid  to  the  Bourbon  government     ..  91,1051.  lis. 

Exclusive  of  which  there  was  in  store,  when  the 
keys  were  given  up  by  the  British  agent  for  the 
army,  on  the  1st  April,  1815  : — 

Tobacco  and  snuff      22,998Z.  0«. 

Salt  and  colonial  produce  duties       4,000Z.  0«. 

Confiscated  duties      1,5002. 0«. 

28,498L    Of. 

Tobacco  sold  by  M.  Conseillant  6352.  0«. 

Property  between  Leportez  and 

Sore 2,000Z.0«. 

Tobacco  at  Cubsa       1,0642.  7f. 

Magazine  of  salt 8002.  Of . 

4,4992.   7f. 

Total  amount  of  the  public  property  captured  by 
the  British  army  at  Bordeaux    ..      124,1022.  18f. 

The  amount  claimed  by  the  army  in  lieu  of  the  above  property  was  only 
107,0262.  lOf. 

Archibald  Campbell, 

One  of  the  Prize  Agents. 


/  \ 
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E,  Cooke,  Esq.,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, " 

Mt  DEAB  Lobd,  Vienna,  2nd  Jan.,  1815. 

The  American  peace  has  made  immense  sensation.  The  Emperor  of 
Russia,  in  congratulating  Lord  Castlereagh  last  night,  at  Court,  said 
meanly,  he  thought  it  would  he  expedient  that  France  should  he  admitted 
to  the  conferences.  The  Prussians  very  low,  and  hegin  to  talk  of  modi- 
fication. You  will  he  entertained  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia's  Projet 
of  Convention*  Talleyrand  said  the  preamhle  seemed  to  he  the  work  of  a  ^ 
mad  freemason :  he  said  so  to  Czartoriski.  The  whole  is  considered  in- 
admissihle.  I  know  not  what  will  he  Mettemich's  answer  to  Hardenherg's 
Memoir.  I  trust  now  all  the  treaties  made  hetween  the  Powers  will  he 
called  for,  examined,  and  reported  upon,  as  France  is  only  hound  to  agree 
to  the  arrangements  founded  on  the  hasis  of  the  treaties  arreth  among  the 
Powers.     This  may  lead  to  revision  of  everything. 

The  Prussians  have  been  very  violent ;  and,  having  deserted  Europe  on 
the  Polish  point,  they  will  now  lose  their  hrihe,  viz.  the  whole  of  Saxony; 
and  I  shall  not  he  surprised  if,  alleging  themselves  to  he  betrayed  by 
Russia,  they  should  turn  round  and  try  to  regain  ground  in  Poland. 

To  show  how  the  Emperor  of  Russia  uses  his  ministers,  Nesselrode  never 
saw  the  Emperor's  Projet,  though  his  Secretary  of  State,  till  Mettemich 
showed  it  him. 

We  understand  the  deamess  of  every  article  at  St.  Petersburg  is  oppres- 
sive, and  there  are  great  discontents. 

Tou  see  how  the  Emperor's  Projet  as  to  restoring  the  kingdom  of  Poland 
has  evaporated  in  erecting  his  share  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  into  a 
kingdom,  with  such  additions  as  he  shall  judge  convendhle.  The  fact,  I 
believe,  is  that  the  Russians  have  determined  to  oppose  his  separation  of 
the  provinces  united  by  Catherine. 

Lord  Castlereagh  last  night,  in  replying  to  the  Emperor's  congratula- 
tions, said,  the  whole  world  was  now  at  length  in  peace,  and  ''  il  commence 
Page  cTor."  He  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  new  subsidies ;  but  it  might 
have  been  understood  so. 

I  think  matters  will  at  length  be  pacifically  arranged ;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  progress  will  be  very  rapid.  Boundaries  are  nice  points,  and 
they  will  be  fought  inch  by  inch ;  and  the  allotment  of  such  places  as 
Mentz  and  Luxembourg  will  take  time. 

I  have  been  so  strongly  urged  by  my  medical  friends  to  go  to  Italy, 
that  I  intend  setting  out  on  Thursday,  so  your  Lordship  will  be  relieved 
from  my  scribbles.    I  am  not  ill,  but  very  weak  and  nervous. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  your  I^iordship's  most  faithful  servant, 

E.  Cooke. 

I  trust  you  highly  approve  Lord  Castlereagh's  great  and  necessary 
measure. 
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General  Dumouriez  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Monsieur  le  Duo,  mon  h^roique  Ami,  Le  3  Janvier,  1815. 

En  V0U8  souhaitant  oette  ann^  tout  le  bonbeur  que  vous  m^ritez,  ct  en 
vous  priant  dc  faire  passer  les  deux  incluaes  a  leurs  adresses,  je  joins  mes 
remerciments  les  plus  sinc^res  pour  Tint^ret  que  vous  avez  pris  dans  les 
d-marches  que  mes  amis  ont  faites  pour  faci  liter  ma  rentr^  en  Fmnoe. 
Mon  ami  Adair  m*a  assur^  que  vous  aviez  port^  votre  amiti^  pour  moi 
jusqu'k  vous  engager  k  me  faire  accorder  par  votre  gouvemement  tout  on 
])artie  du  traitemcnt  honorable  dont  je  jouis  depuis  douze  ans  en  Angleterre 
]iar  la  noble  g^n^rosit^  de  votre  excel  Icnte  nation :  votre  vue  en  cela  ^tait 
do  balancer  la  modicit^  du  tj^tement  qu'on  mVfifre  dans  ma  patrie. 

Mais  ce  n^est  \)»»  Ik  le  point  de  la  difficult^.  On  met  k  ma  service  une 
condition  que  je  ne  peux  pas  accepter  absolument.  On  m*offre  les  appointe- 
inents  de  Lieutenant-G^n^ral  en  activite,  ce  qui  est  en  contradiction  avec 
Tassurance  qu*on  me  donne  que  ma  vieillesse  me  rend  inutile  a  aucun  ser- 
vice quelconque,  et  que  le  Roi  ne  trouve  aucun  moyen  de  m'employer  ntile- 
ment.  II  dcvient  alors  injuste  de  m'accorder  cette  grace  au  detriment 
d*officiers  distingu^  de  ce  grade  dont  les  services  peuvent  Stre  utiles  au  Roi 
ct  k  la  patrie.  En  aoceptant,  je  me  reconnaitrai  invalide,  et  k  charge  an 
Roi,  qui  n'a  d^jk  que  trop  de  sinecures  k  payer,  et  oela  r^pugne  trop  k  ma 
d(^licate8se.  Je  pr^f^re  sans  contredit  continuer  k  m^riter  nn  pain  honor- 
able en  Angleterre  k  v^g^ter  sous  la  honto  d*une  aumone  on^reuse  en 
France. 

Je  crois  d'ailleurs  avec  toute  TEurope,  et  surtout  avec  votre  nation,  que 
le  genre  de  mes  services  me  met  hors  de  ligne  ;  quMls  me  donnent  un  litre 
k  la  reconnaissance  ^tcrnelle  de  ma  patrie,  et  par  cons^uent  aux  recom- 
penses du  Roi,  que  j'ai  servi  personnellement  avec  zMe  et  utility.  J'ai  sauv^ 
ma  patrie  dans  c«)tte  mdme  Champagne,  devenue  depuis  le  tombe&u  de  la 
gloire  et  du  despotismc  de  Buonaparte.  J'ai  gagn^  cette  bataille  de  Je- 
mappes,  cit^  demierement  dans  le  S^nat  par  mon  ^^ve  et  mon  ami  Mac- 
dona  Id  ;  j'ai  relev^  le  courage,  la  discipline,  et  Thonneur  dans  cette  arm^ 
Fran^aise,  disorganise  par  une  hideuse  revolution.  Je  lui  ai  appris  k  con- 
naitre  sa  force,  k  s'estimer,  k  oombattre,  k  vaincre.  Je  peux  passer  pour 
son  p^re.  Je  ne  Tai  quittee  que  lorsque  le  plus  ^norme  des  crimes  et  la 
tyrannie  la  plus  absurde  ne  permettaient  plus  de  rester  en  France.  Depuis 
lors,  dans  tons  les  y>ays  oii  le  sort  m'a  conduit,  et  dans  tons  j'ai  ^te'  appel^ 
])ar  le  Souverain,  en  Uussie,  en  Autriche,  en  Angleterre,  j'ai  travaill^  de 
tout  mon  pouvoir  pour  la  cause  sacr^e  des  Bourbons. 

Voilk  avec  la  plus  grande  v^rit^  quels  sont  mes  services  et  mes  droits. 
Quant  k  ma  pr^tendue  caducity,  ello  n'existe  ni  au  moral  ni  au  physique. 
Vous  me  connaissez  personnellement  et  par  ^rit.  Je  suis  aussi  sain  de 
corj*  et  d'esprit  que  Suvarof,  Kutusof,  Bliicber,  et  mfime  que  tons  les  ser- 
viteurs  qui  entourent  notre  bon  Roi.  Je  ne  pourrais  done  rentrer  en  France 
que  si,  persuadd  que  je  suis  encore  en  ^tat  de  le  servir  utilenient,  il  me  fai- 
salt  Marshal  de  France,  ou  s'il  me  pla^ait  dans  la  Chambre  des  Pairs. 

Mais  je  n'^lfeve  aucune  pretention.  J'attends  tout  de  la  penetration  et  de 
la  justice  de  ce  Prince  eclair^,  et  que  je  recounais  par  son  caract^re  et  ses 
vertus  commc  le  soul  dans  le  monde  qui  fut  convenable  pour  le  salut  de  la 
France.     Aussi,  du  fonds  de  ma  retraite  je  fais  les  vobux  les  plus  ardenta 
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pour  sa  sant^  et  son  bonheur,  li^s  si  intim^ment  au  sort  de  ma  patrie,  dont 
il  est  le  restaurateur  et  le  p^re. 

D'ailleurs  je  nc  murmure  pas  sur  mon  ostracisme.  Je  suis,  en  attendant 
ce  que  la  Providence  pourra  determiner  sur  mon  ayenir,  estim^,  heureux, 
tmnquille,  au  milieu  des  compatriotes  de  mon  h^ros,  devenu  presqu* Anglais 
par  la  g^n^rosit^  d'une  grande  nation  et  de  douze  ans  de  services  r^els  et 
dliabitudes  amicales.  Je  serai  tr^  heureux  quand  au  retour  de  votre  am- 
bassade  Texcellent  Wellington  viendra  un  jour  honorer  la  retraite  de  son 
fiddle  et  vieux,  mais  non  pas  d^crdpit, 

DUMOUBUSZ. 


Viscount  CastUreayh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpooi. 

Dear  Liyerfool,  Yieana,  2nd  Jan.,  1815. 

Our  conference  this  morning  was  postponed  till  to-morrow.  I  under- 
stand they  mean  to  give  way  upon  the  point  of  admitting  France.  I  had 
an  opportunity,  in  a  private  conversation  with  Baron  Huml)oldt,  of  re- 
enforcing  what  I  stated  in  conference  upon  Hardenberg's  menace.  I  told 
him  he  may  rely  upon  it  that  it  was  a  pretension  Great  Britain  would 
resist  with  her  whole  power  and  resources,  and  that  every  man  in  Par- 
liament, of  whatever  party,  would  support  the  government  in  doing  so. 
I  thought  it  material  above  all  things  to  extinguish,  if  possible,  this  project 
of  a  coup  de  Tnain,  as  Prussia  will  treat  about  Saxony  rather  than  remain 
armed  and  inactive.  I  believe  they  are  shaken  by  the  tone  in  which  their 
menace  has  been  met. 

The  courier  from  Ghent  with  the  news  of  the  peace  arrived  yesterday 
morning.  It  has  produced  the  greatest  possible  sensation  here,  and  will, 
I  have  no  doubt,  enter  largely  into  the  calculations  of  our  opponents.  It 
is  a  most  auspicious  and  seasonable  event.  I  wish  you  joy  of  being  re- 
leased from  the  millstone  of  an  American  war. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  kept  me  with  him  for  nearly  two  hours  when  I 
last  attended  him ;  and,  after  the  slave-trade  was  disposed  of,  went  as 
usual  over  the  whole  of  our  situation.  He  annoimced  to  me  the  intention 
of  inviting  me  to  assist  in  the  intended  negotiation,  and  urged  the  im])ort- 
.*»nce  of  keeping  the  four  Powers  together.  The  motive  for  this  was  suf- 
ficiently evident.  At  the  ball  last  night  at  Court  I  understand  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  Talleyrand,  and  said  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not 
negotiate  without  France.  Talleyrand,  who  knew  everything  that  had 
passed,  replied  that  he  had  understood  England  and  Austria  meant  to  pro- 
pose his  admission,  and  that  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  find  they  would 
liave  His  Imperial  Majesty's  support. 

Our  Statistical  Commission  has  made  such  progress  as  to  give  us  the 
means  of  speedily  arranging  the  territorial  claims  if  we  can  onoe  bring 
Prussia  to  admit  the  principle. 

This  American  peace  will  give  you  comparatively  quiet  times  in  Par- 
liament, and  enable  me  to  regulate  my  departure  from  hence  more  with 
reference  to  the  state  of  business  here.  Might  not  you  take  the  property- 
tax  for  six  months,  and  reserve  the  final  decision  to  be  taken  after  Easter 
in  connexion  with  the  state  of  Continental  a&irs  ?    I  do  not  think  this 


524  OPINION  OF  SIR  C.  ROBINSON  ON  THE     Jan.,  1815. 

Oould  be  seriously  opposed ;  and  I  bave  no  doubt  before  tbe  time  of  your 
reassembling,  if  we  do  not  break  up  altogether,  that  you  will  be  enabled  to 
speak  so  decisively  as  to  the  period  of  my  return,  and  also  of  the  time 
when  this  business  will  be  in  a  shape  to  come  regularly  before  Parliament, 
as  to  justify  a  peremptory  refusal  of  indirect  discussion. 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  my  treaty  an  improvident  one.  It  pledges 
you  absolutely  to  nothing  beyond  the  value  in  money  at  which  the  force  is 
calculated,  whilst  it  puts  Holland,  &c.,  under,  I  trust,  a  friendly  protection. 
Should  the  case  on  which  the  treaty  is  founded  ever,  for  the  disgrace  of  the 
times,  arise,  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question  that  we  should  remain  quiet 
spectators ;  and  I  know  no  mode  in  which  more  could  have  been  secured 
and  more  effectually,  and  by  which  we  could  have  remained  more  com- 
pletely masters  of  the  species  of  exertion  in  which  we  may  think  it  wise  to 
engage,  the  principle  on  which  is  such  as  could  create  no  difficulty  in  Par- 
liament, whilst  it  may  save  Austria,  and  consequently  the  Continent. 

Ever,  my  dear  Liverpool,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Castlebbagh. 

Pray  expedite  the  ratification. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

Mt  dear  Livebpool,  VieDiia,  Srd  Jan.,  1815. 

I  think  the  Prussians  relax.  Hardenberg  has  desired  a  confidential 
interview  with  me  to-morrow  evening  to  see  what  can  be  done  to  arrange 
matters.  As  we  are  now  come  to  close  quarters,  I  expect  in  a  few  days  to 
be  enabled  to  give  you  the  result,  which,  with  a  due  proportion  of  firmness 
and  conciliation,  may  yet,  I  hope,  prove  satisfactory. 

Ever  yours, 

Castlbbbaqh. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingUm, 

Mt  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  3rd  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Grace  the  accompanying  extract 
of  the  legal  opinion  given  to  His  Majesty's  government  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  4th  additional  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  which  the  French 
Commissioners  have  attempted  to  establish  in  their  note  of  the  10th 
December  addressed  to  His  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

As  it  appears  by  your  despatch  No.  93,  that  the  question  has  been  re- 
ferred to  Lord  Castlereagh  and  to  the  Prince  de  Talleyrand  at  Vienna,  I 
have  no  further  instructions  to  give  to  your  Grace  upon  that  subject  nntil 
Lord  Castlereagh's  answer  shall  have  been  received. 

I  am,  with  great  tnith  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Bathubst. 
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[Ekolobxjbe.] 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  C,  Robinson  to  Lord  Viscount 
CasUereagh,  dated  29th  December^  1814. 

**  In  obedience  to  yonr  Lordship's  directions,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that 
thQ  claims  of  the  British  creditors  appear  to  be  justly  stated  and  supported  by 
proper  and  forcible  observations  in  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners ; 
and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  adhere  simply  to  that  repre- 
sentation at  present,  without  additional  argument  If  the  French  government 
shall  still  resist  the  claims,  and  contend  for  a  different  construction  of  the 
Treaty,  it  will  be  more  advantageous  for  His  Majesty's  government  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion  in  that  form,  and  after  the  proposed  reference  has  been 
made  to  M.  de  Talleyrand.  The  French  Conunissioners  observe, '  that  they 
do  not  find  in  the  article  any  specific  terms  to  support  the  claim  to  the  tMcrip- 
turn  integrcUe,*  But  the  words  are  as  comprehensive  as  possible.  If  any 
limitation  was  intended,  it  should  have  been  suggested  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  who  alone  could  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
particular  modifications  which  these  debts  had  undergone.  Under  the  Treaty, 
as  it  is  drawn,  the  British  claimants  are  entitled  to  the  most  beneficial  inter- 
pretation of  it  that  is  consistent  with  the  natural  equity  of  the  case ;  and  it  is 
not  a  just  answer  to  their  claim  so  established  to  say  that  it  may  raise  invi- 
dious comparisons  between  their  condition  and  that  of  other  foreigners  and 
French  creditors,  who  have  not  the  benefit  of  such  Treaty  for  their  protection* 

**  ChBISTOFHBR  BOBIMBON." 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  dear  Liverpool,  Vienna,  4th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  negotiation  I  feel  myself  bound  to  ui^e  that 
I  should  not  be  withdrawn  from  hence,  at  least  till  the  important  discus- 
sions now  pending  are  closed. 

With  every  deference  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  ability  and  great  per- 
sonal authority,  he  cannot  at  once  replace  me  in  the  habils  of  confidence 
which  a  long  intercourse  with  the  principal  actors  has  established,  and 
which  give  at  this  moment  facilities  to  my  intervention  to  bring  them 
together  which  could  not  attach  to  another  for  a  length  of  time,  whereas 
the  fate  of  Europe  may  depend  on  the  combinations  of  the  ensuing  month. 

I  must  naturally  have  a  strong  desire  to  conduct  to  their  close  measures 
for  which  I  stand  so  deeply  responsible ;  but,  independent  of  all  personal 
consideration,  I  feel  that  the  negotiation  ought  not  to  pass,  as  things  now 
stand,  into  other  hands  except  under  the  pressure  of  some  necessity  upon 
which  the  Prince  Regent's  government  can  alone  decide,  but  which,  under 
the  new  circumstances  which  have  arisen  both  at  home  and  abroad,  I  do 
not  myself  conceive  to  exist  since  our  peace  with  America  has  been 
secured. 

I  think  the  probability  is,  that  I  shall  be  enabled,  in  the  course  of  four 
or  five  weeks  from  the  present  time,  to  bring  all  the  territorial  arrangements 
of  Europe  to  a  close.  The  constitutional  system  of  Germany  may  run 
into  more  length ;  but  this  I  have  no  doubt  we  can  separate,  and  refer  to  a 
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special  inquiry.  The  point  of  Naples  will  be  a  short  one,  here  at  letat. 
After  I  receive  your  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  18th,  whether  it  is  to  be 
pursued  by  war  or  negotiation,  it  cannot  occupy  more  time  than  belongs 
to  the  decision  of  the  principle. 

I  am,  dear  Liverpool,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

Castlebbagh. 

[Enclosure.] 
VtBcount  Ccutlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUifigtcn, 

Mr  DEAR  Lord,  Yiemut,  5th  Dec.,  1814. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the  27th,  and  for  your  kind 
compliance  with  my  wishes. 

I  have  written  to  Lord  Liverpool  to  state  thai,  under  the  change  of  circum- 
stances which  has  taken  place  affecting  our  home  politics,  and  also  the  state  in 
which  the  negotiation  stands  at  present  here,  I  shall  not  deem  it  consistent 
with  my  duty  to  leave  Vienna  or  to  transfer  the  conduct  of  it  into  other 
hands  without  express  orders  from  home,  given  under  a  friU  knowledge  of 
these  combined  considerations. 

I  am  therefore  desirous  that  you  should  delay  your  setting  out  for  Vienna 
till  you  hear  further  from  me,  unless  Lord  Liverpool  should  call  upon  you  to 
do  so  after  the  receipt  of  the  despatches  addressed  to  him  by  this  courier. 

I  need  not  assure  you  of  the  confidence  with  which  I  should  leave  the 

business  here  in  your  hands ;  but  there  are  moments  in  complicated  concerns 

of  this  nature  when,  neither  in  justice  to  the  parties  nor  to  the  public  interest, 

a  change  of  management  ought  to  be  hazarded  except  under  the  pressure  of  a 

paramount  necessity,  upon  which  the  King's  government  at  home  can  alone 

pronounce. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Castlkreaoh. 


E,  Cooke^  Esq,,  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  4th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  seen  your  despatches  of  the  23rd.  From  the  first  moment  I  came 
here  to  the  present  hour  I  never  saw  the  least  chance  of  preserving  peace 
but  by  the  union  of  Austria,  Great  Britain,  and  France,  with  Bavaria, 
Holland,  Hanover,  &c. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia's  policy  was  to  get  a  complete  superiority  in 
Europe  by  the  purchase  of  Prussia  by  Saxony,  and  for  this  object  to  secure 
the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  endaver  East  Prussia,  make  that  monarch  his 
vassal,  and  get  the  keys  of  Berlin  and  Vienna. 

Prussia  played  the  traitor  for  him  against  Austria  on  the  Polish  point ; 
and,  when  resisted  on  the  Saxon,  threatened  immediate  war.  The  Chief 
of  their  Etat  Major  was  sent  for,  and  it  was  not  till  Sunday,  upon  his  repre- 
sentations, and  the  arrival  of  the  American  peace,  that  the  project  of 
immediate  war  was  abandoned.  I  trust  it  is  now  really  abandoned,  and 
that  modifications  may  be  accepted  and  a  compromise  take  place. 

My  fears  have  ever  been  lest  our  coolness  to  France,  produced  by  the 
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necessity  Lord  Gastlereagh  felt  not  to  break  with  the  other  Powers  by 
bringing  her  forward,  would  lead  in  resentment  France  to  hearken  to 
Russia,  who  was  ready,  in  order  to  prevent  our  junction,  to  play  the  whole 
game  for  France  in  the  recovery  of  Naples ;  and  on  that  object  I  think 
Russia  will  now  be  ready  to  turn  against  France  unless  she  regains  the 
Ionian  Islands. 

A  policy  is  privately  disseminated  by  Russian  and  Prussian  agents  as  to 
the  propriety  of  absorbing  all  the  minor  Powers  into  the  greater ;  but  I 
believe  it  meets  with  general  opposition. 

You  see  how  the  Russian  projects  of  a  Polish  kingdom  have  dwindled. 
I  do  not  see  how  the  Allies  can  stipulate  to  regulate  the  Emperor's  conduct 
as  to  the  former  Polish  incorporations :  it  would  be  an  attempt  ad  invidiamy 
which  he  has  a  right  to  resist,  whatever  he  may  have  said.  The  only  claim 
the  Allies  can  have  is  to  stipulate  that  the  provinces  now  to  be  ceded  shall 
have  equal  privileges  as  when  under  Saxony.  If  he  offers  more,  they  may 
assent ;  they  have  no  right  to  insist  on  more,  and  I  think  not  on  that. 

As  to  Naples,  my  ideas  are,  that  if  France  is  considered  as  firm  with  us, 
Russia  and  Prussia  will  be  lor  Murat,  though  they  can  only  act  with  their 
names. 

Lord  Gastlereagh  now  hopes  to  wind  up  here,  as  he  feels  he  has  more 
influence  than  any  other  person,  whatever  his  authority,  could  have.  I 
certainly  agree,  if  you  can  spare  him. 

I  retire  early  to-morrow  from  this  scene  of  constant  anxiety,  and  I  trust 
air  and  motion  and  Italian  scenery  will  relieve  me. 

Ever  most  truly  your  Lordship's  servant, 

E.  COOKB. 


Vuoount  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  5th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  alarm  of  war  is  over.  I  understand 
the  point  was  considered  on  Sunday  last  in  the  Prussian  Cabinet,  and  the 
opinions  were  in  favour  of  a  suitable  modification  of  the  Saxon  question. 

I  last  night  had,  at  his  request,  a  long  interview  with  Prince  Harden- 
berg.  Preserving  that  reserve  which  it  was  wise  for  him  to  do  in  order  to 
maintain  the  pretensions  of  Prussia  to  a  large  share  of  that  country,  the 
Chancellor  explained  himself  to  me  unreservedly  in  favour  of  a  settlement, 
and  desired  my  good  offices  to  effect  it 

He  intimated  the  intention  of  Prussia  and  Russia  to  admit  France ;  they 
would,  however,  as  a  preliminary,  call  ujwn  Austria  and  Great  Britain  to 
declare  on  the  Protocol  what  I  stated  in  our  last  conference :  that  we  con- 
sidea'd  the  question  of  Saxony  not  one  to  be  negotiated  with  the  ELing  of 
Saxony,  but  that  the  Powers  were  bound  to  decide  upon  the  arrangement 
which,  all  things  considered,  they  deemed  just  between  him  and  Prussia, 
and  to  leave  tlio  option  of  acceptance  with  the  King.  I  was  glad  to  find 
from  Prince  Talleyrand,  this  morning,  that  he  concurred  in  this  principle, 
and  that  although  nothing  but  the  King  of  Saxony's  act  could  effectually 
close  all  pretensions  hereafter,  he  nevertheless  felt  himself  bound  to  support 
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Prussia  in  her  occupation  till  that  consent  was  obtained  to  what  the  live 
Powers  might  deem  just  and  reasonable. 

In  my  conversation  last  night  with  Prince  Hardeuberg,  I  understood 
that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  to  induce  the  King  of  Saxony  to  desire  to 
be  placed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  Although  I  have  no  notion  His 
Saxon  Majesty  would  listen  to  such  a  proposal,  I  thought  it  material  to 
dissuade  the  Prince  from  a  plan  so  inexpedient.  To  place  a  weak  Prince, 
from  a  variety  of  causes  likely  to  be  dei)endent  on  France,  in  so  advanced 
a  position,  occupying  Luxembourg  and  the  countries  between  the  Mease 
and  Moselle,  was  to  expose  all  our  defences  on  the  left  bank  of  that  river  to 
be  turned,  and  to  place  that  family  in  the  situation  the  most  calculated,  at 
a  future  day,  to  be  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  France  to  invade  Saxony 
with  a  view  to  its  resumption.  Prince  Talleyrand  has  expressed  himself 
with  great  propriety  upon  this  point.  He  said,  for  purposes  of  ambition 
and  conquest  ho  must  favour  the  plan ;  but  as  his  sincere  desire,  and  that 
of  his  Court,  was  to  put  a  restraint  upon  any  extension  of  the  existing 
boundaries  of  Franco,  he  was  against  the  project.  His  wish  is  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  should  have  Luxembourg  rather  than  the  Prussians. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  to  your  Lordship  the  impression  produced  here 
by  our  jmcification  with  America. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlebeaqh. 


Viscount  Castlertagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Mt  dear  Liverpool,  Vienna,  5th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  send  you  a  very  interesting  and  confidential  document.  As  it  will  not 
make  me  less  anxious  to  keep  well  with  Russia  and  Prussia,  I  think  we 
are  under  some  obligations  to  Prince  Hardenberg  for  giving  us  so  good  a 
basis  on  which  to  establish  our  rapprochement  with  France. 

Ever  yours,  Ac., 

Castlebeaqh. 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 
Prince  Taileyrand  to  Viscount  CasUereagh, 

Mr  Lord,  Vienne,  le  5  Janvier,  1815. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  envoyer  la  copie  de  I'exceUente  lettre  que  je  reoevais 
ce  matin  au  moment  de  votre  arriv^e.  Les  nobles  sentiments  qu*clle  exprime 
ne  m'emp^hent  pas  de  vous  faire  remarquer  que  c'est  en  toute  confiance  que 
je  vous  la  donne.  Yotre  d^catesse  saura  Fusage  qu'elle  en  peut  faire,  et 
celni  qui  ne  peut  jamais  en  dtre  fait 

Mille  hommages. 

Talleyrand. 
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II. 
The  King  of  France  to  Prince  Talleyrand. 

MoN  Cousin,  Paris,  oe  27  D&embre,  1814. 

Je  viens  de  reoeyoir  la  nonvelle  qn'nn  traits  de  paiz  et  d'amiti^  a  ^t^  eign^ 
le  24,  entre  TAngleterre  et  les  Etats-Unis.  Yous  en  serez  siirement  instruit 
ayant  que  cette  d^p^che  vous  pamenne,  et  je  no  donte  pas  des  d-marches  qne 
YOUS  ayez  faites  en  cons^uence.  N^nmoins,  je  me  h&te  de  vons  charger,  en 
felicitant  de  ma  part  Lord  Oastlereagh  sur  cet  henreux  ^y^nement,  de  lui 
faire  obeerror  tout  lo  parti  que  la  Grande  Bretagne  pent  en  tirer.  Libre 
d^rmais  do  disposer  de  tous  ses  moyens,  quel  plus  noble  emploi  en  pent  elie 
faire  que  d'assurer  le  repos  de  I'Europe  sur  les  bases  de  I'^uit^,  les  seulcs 
qui  soient  yraiment  solides  ?  Et  pout  elle  y  mieux  parvenir  qu'en  s'unissant 
^troitement  aveo  moi?  Le  Prince  Reagent  et  moi,  nous  sonunes  les  seuls 
ddsint^ress^  dans  cet  a£GBtire.  La  Saxe  ne  fut  jamais  Tallin  de  la  France. 
Jamais  Naples  ne  fut  m^me  k  port^  de  Tassister  dans  aucune  guerre,  et  il  en 
est  de  mdme  relativement  k  TAngleterre.  Je  suis,  il  est  vrai,  le  plus  procho 
parent  des  deux  Rois,  mais  je  suis,  avant  tout,  Roi  de  France  et  p^re  de  mon 
peuple. 

C'est  pour  I'honneur  do  ma  oouronne,  c'est  pour  le  bonheur  de  mes  si^jets, 
que  je  ne  puis  consentir  k  laisser  ^tablir  en  Allemagne  un  germe  de  guerre 
pour  toate  TEurope,  que  je  ne  puis  soufirir  en  Italie  un  usurpateur  dont 
Texistence,  honteuse  pour  tous  les  Souverains,  menace  la  tranquillite  int^rieure 
de  tous  les  ^tats.  Les  m^mes  sentimens  animent  le  Prince  Regent ;  et  c'est 
avec  la  plus  yive  satisfaction  que  je  le  vols  plus  on  mesure  de  s'y  liyrer. 

Je  viens  de  vous  parler  en  RoL  Je  ne  puis  maintenant  me  refuser  de  vous 
parlor  en  homme.  U  est  un  cas  que  je  ne  devrais  pas  pr^voir,  oh  je  ne  son- 
gerois  qu'aux  liens  du  sang.  Si  les  deux  Rois  mes  cousins  ^taient,  comme  je 
lo  fiis  longtemps,  priv^  de  leur  sceptre,  errants  sur  la  face  de  la  terre,  alors  je 
m'empresserais  de  les  recueillir,  de  subyenir  k  leurs  besoins,  d^opposer  mes 
soins  k  leur  infortune ;  en  un  mot,  d*imiter  k  leur  ^g^rd  ce  que  le  Prince 
Regent  a  fait  an  mien,  et,  comme  lui,  je  satisfends  k  la  fois  mon  coeur  et  ma 
dig^t^.  Mais  ce  cas  n'arriycra  jamais.  Jen  ai  pour  garants  certains  la 
g^nerositd  de  la  plupart  des  Souverains,  le  veritable  int^r6t  de  tous.  Sur  quoi 
je  prie  Dieu  qu'il  vous  ait,  mon  cousin,  en  sa  sainte  et  digne  garde. 

Loins. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Caxtlereagh, 

My  dear  Castlebeagh,  Batii,  6th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  at  last  received  the  Portuguese  memorandum  on  the  subject  of 
the  slave  trade.  I  never  read  so  unreasonable  a  proposition  in  all  its  parts. 
I  think  you  were  right  in  proposing  to  indemnify  them  for  the  captured 
ships,  provided  they  would  agree  to  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  north  of  the  Line ;  but  I  am  convinced  we  ought  not  to  go  further  in 
concession  on  this  subject.  Let  the  question  be  brought  before  Congress, 
and  urge  in  every  possible  manner  the  adoption  of  the  French  rule.  This 
is,  in  fact,  the  utmost  latitude  the  Addresses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment have  given  us ;  and  if  the  Congress  will  adopt  it,  and  the  princv^V. 

VOL.  IX.  ^  1&. 
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States  agree  to  enforce  it  by  excluding  colonial  produce  from  those  ooantries 
which  will  not  agree  to  it,  the  measure  will  soon  be  sucoessfuL 

The  demand  of  eight  years  on  the  part  of  Portugal  is  inconceivable,  as  it 
is  now  seven  years  (if  I  mistake  not)  that  they  agreed  to  the  stipulation  in 
the  commercial  treaty  gradually  to  abolish  the  trade,  and  no  one  step  has 
ever  been  taken  for  that  purpose.  Under  these  circumstances  Portugal  can 
surely  not  ask  in  reason  to  be  placed  on  a  more  favourable  footing  than 
France.  Tou  will  recollect  that  Soiiza  said  last  summer  that  to  this  extent 
he  thought  his  government  would  and  ought  to  go,  though  no  further. 

As  to  the  proposition  of  suspending  the  treaty  of  commerce,  this  might 
be  agreed  to  upon  the  condition  of  Portugal  consenting  to  the  French  terms 
in  their  full  extent;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  conceded  for  any  less  &vourable 
arrangement. 

LiVKBFOOL. 


TTie  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlertagh. 

Mt  dear  CasTLEREAQH,  Bath,  6th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  on  the  subject  of  the  Ionian 
Islands.  It  is  certainly  not  our  desire,  under  present  circiunstanceB,  to 
retain  them,  and  it  would,  therefore,  be  very  imprudent  to  manifest  a  dis- 
position to  this  effect.  If  the  King  of  Sicily  should  recover  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  we  should  prefer  their  belonging  to  Austria,  to  whose  lot  it  would 
be  natural  they  should  fall ;  but  if  this  arrangement  should  create  jealousy, 
and  on  that  accoimt  be  found  impracticable,  we  should  not  object  to  their 
being  assigned  to  the  King  of  Sicily  or  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  or 
indeed  to  any  other  Power,  with  the  exception  of  France  and  Russia. 

It  will  be  quite  right,  in  whatever  arrangement  niay  be  made  respecting 
the  fate  of  these  islands,  that  an  adequate  provision  should  be  stipulated 
for  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants,  and  certain  constitutional  and  com- 
mercial privileges  secured  to  them  upon  the  same  principles  (as  you 
suggest)  of  what  has  been  recently  agreed  to  respecting  Genoa. 

Believe  me  to  be,  &c^ 

LiVKRPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlertagh. 

Mt  dbab  Castlereagh,  Bath,  6th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  20th  and  25th.  I  have  little  to  add 
to  what  I  have  already  said  on  the  Saxon  question.  The  idea  of  indemni- 
fying the  King  of  Saxony  by  giving  him  a  part  of  the  territory  between  the 
Meuse  and  the  Rhine  would  be  the  worst  possible  arrangement  for  the 
interests  of  this  country.  Our  object  should  be  that  the  King  of  Prussia 
should  be  there  to  protect  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries,  and  that  the 
King  of  Saxony  should  remain  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  to  prevent  as 
much  as  possible  collision  between  those  two  Powers. 
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As  France  and  Austria  appear  determined  to  be  firm  on  this  question,  I 
will  still  hope  it  will  end  in  a  fair  compromise.  It  is  just  that  the  King 
of  Prussia  should  gain,  but  the  total  and  unnecessary  annihilation  of  one  of 
the  oldest  Powers  of  Europe  would  revolt  t&e  feelings  of  all  mankind. 

You  can  scarcely  have  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  our  financial  embarrass- 
ments. There  would  not  be  the  most  remote  prospect  of  our  carrying  the 
Property  Tax  for  more  than  one  year,  and  I  think  our  success  thus  far 
very  doubtful.  Many  of  onr  best  friends  are  against  us,  and  the  landed 
interest  cry  out  loudly  for  the  relief  that  will  thus  be  given  them  under 
the  fall  of  their  rents.  In  this  state  of  things  you  cannot  be  surprised  that 
wc  should  feel  anxious  on  the  subject  of  the  Dutch  loan.  If  our  honour  is 
committed,  we  must  incur  the  inconvenience  ;  but  if  I  recollect  the  paper 
that  was  drawn  up  at  your  house,  and  the  communications  that  have  since 
passed  between  you  and  the  Russian  Ministers,  I  cannot  but  consider  the 
Emperor  of  Russia's  conduct  respecting  Poland  to  have  absolved  us  from 
everything  like  an  engagement  on  this  head.  I  go  farther:  I  think  it  will 
be  considered  as  an  act  of  humility  to  agree  to  it  after  all  that  has  ha^)- 
pened.  No  person  in  this  country  would  like  to  go  to  war  for  Poland ;  but 
you  would  have  great  difficulty  in  persuading  them  to  do  an  act  of  bounty 
and  munificence,  at  their  own  expense,  for  a  Sovereign  who  has  shown  so 
little  consideration  of  the  country  or  its  Minister. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Liverpool. 


To  the  Due  de  Fdtre,  [  834.  ] 

Monsieur  LE  Due,  a  Paris,  ce  lO  Janvier,  1815. 

Je  re^ois  de  Monsieur  Dunmore  une  note  du  6  Janvier  que 
Monsieur  le  Commissaire  Ordonnateur  Barbier  lui  a  envoy^ 
avec  des  lettres  des  Prefets  des  Departemens  de  la  Meuse  et 
des  Ardennes,  et  du  Sous-Prefet  de  Rocroy  ;  et  je  le  crois  de 
mon  devoir  d'en  ecrire  a  Votre  Excellence. 

Cest  tres  vrai  que  j'ai  le  *  Decembre  ordonne  que  le 
tarif  annexe  a  la  convention  militaire  soil  mis  en  execution 
dans  le  contingent  Britannique ;  et  que  je  I'ai  egalement  ordonne 
le  *  dans  les  autres  contingens.  Mais  V.  E.  me  permettra 
de  vous  dire  que  je  crois  avoir  surpass^  mes  devoirs  en  cet 
arrangement,  parceque  dans  le  fait  le  gouvemement  Frangais 
n'est  nuUement  prepare  de  mettre  en  execution  le  tarif  en 
aucun  des  departemens  occupes  par  les  troupes  alliees. 

La  verite  exige  aussi  que  je  vous  pr^vienne.  Monsieur  le 
Due,  qu  a  compter  du  general  jusqu'au  soldat  il  ne  se  trouve 
pas  un  homme  du  contingent  Britannique  qui  n'ait  pas  eu 

*  Blank  in  manuscript 
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grande  raison  de  se  plaindre  non  seulement  de  la  quantitey 
mais  de  la  qualite  des  rations  qui  lui  ont  ete  foumis  depuis  que 
j'ai  ordonne  que  le  tarif  soit  mis  en  execution,  surtout  dans  oe 
qui  regarde  le  bois ;  et,  comme  je  vous  Tai  fait  dire  par  les 
Generaux  Decaux  et  De  L'Espinoit,  ce  n'est  quit  force  de  dis- 
cipline et  de  punitions  que  j'empeche  le  mal  que  Tetat  de  migere 
oil  se  trouvent  les  troupes  meme  en  Paris  les  invite  a  commettre. 
Si  les  choses  sont  ainsi  sous  mes  yeux  et  sous  les  yeux  du  gou- 
vemeraent ;  si  les  plaintes  reiterees  que  j*en  ai  fait  faire  n'ont 
jusquli  present  produit  aucun  resultat,  est  ce  possible  de  croire 
que  le  gouvemement  est  mieux  prepare  de  mettre  en  execution 
le  tarif  du  20  Novembre  dans  les  provinces  lointaines?  Je 
vous  le  repete,  Monsieur  le  Due,  que  jusqu'a  ce  que  justice  soit 
faite  aux  besoins  du  soldat,  ce  n'est  guere  possible  de  le  tenir 
en  ordre,  et  que  tons  les  desordres  dont  on  se  plaint  dans  la  note 
dont  il  est  question  ici  se  rapportent  a  ce  que  le  soldat  n'est  pas 
suffisamment  ni  justement  pourvu. 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  le  refus  du  General  Ziethen  de  mettre 
en  execution  le  tarif  jusqu'a  ce  que  le  prix  de  la  ration  de 
Tofficier  auroit  ete  determine,  je  crois  que  le  tarif  exprime  le 
desir  que  la  ration  de  Tofficier  soit  toujours  donne  en  argent ; 
et  je  ne  conqois  pas  la  raison  pour  laquelle  Votre  Excellencje  a 
donne  ordre  aux  Prcfets  des  Departemens  des  Ardennes  et  de 
la  Moselle  de  ne  pas  mettre  en  execution  I'accord  qu'ils  avoient 
fait  avec  le  General  Ziethen  de  payer  provisoirement  les  rations 
des  ofl&ciers  aux  taux  de  3  francs  par  jour.  Si  le  gouvemement 
prend  sur  lui  des  mesures  corame  celle  la,  en  meme  temps  qu'il 
n'est  pas  lui  meme  prepare  par  ses  marches  de  prendre  un  alter* 
natif,  il  faut  bien  que  la  confusion  s'ensuive.  J'ai  aussi  a  me 
plaindre  de  la  maniere  dont  est  traite  le  contingent  Britannique 
sur  cette  question  des  rations  des  officiers.  Le  tarif  est  clair 
sur  les  portions  des  officiers,  et  qu'elles  doivent  etre  payees  a 
un  prix  moyen  par  jour ;  et  j'ai  ordonne  qu'on  fasse  un  accord 
sur  ce  prix  avec  les  employes  Francis.  Mais  j'ai  trouve  qu'on 
a  fixe  le  prix  de  ces  portions  ^  a-peu-pres  les  deux  tiers  de  leur 
vraie  vaJeur  a  laquelle  elles  peuvent  s'acheter ;  et  la  consequence 
est  que  les  officiers  jusqu'a  present  prennent  leurs  portions,  et 
que  j'ai  des  plaintes  joumalieres  sur  leurs  qualites. 

Vous  voyez  done,  Monsieur  le  Due,  que  ce  n'est  pas  le  gou- 
vemement Fran^ais  seul  qui  a  a  se  plaindre  sur  Texecution  de 
ces  arrangemens.     Le  fait  est  que  les  subdclegues  de  V.  E.  ne 
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font  pas  leur  devoir,  et  que  le  gouvemement  n'est  pas  encore  en 
etat  de  mettre  en  execution  ce  qu'il  a  promis ;  et  je  dois  vous 
prcvenir  que  jusqu'a  ce  qu'il  se  trouve  en  etat  de  le  faire,  il 
m'est  impossible  de  faire  tout  ce  que  je  voudrais  faire  et  tout  ce 
qu'il  est  de  mon  devoir  pour  rendre  Tarrangenient  aussi  peu 
onjreux  a  la  France  que  c'est  possible  de  le  rendre. 

Wellington. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Duke,  Bath,  11th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  tlie  8th  instant.  I  am  glad  upon  the 
whole  that  you  have  determined  to  go  to  Vienna  without  first  coming  to 
England.  I  shall  he  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  set  out,  for  it  is  very 
desirable  that  there  should  be  some  interval  at  Vienna  between  Lord 
Castlercagh's  departure  from  it  and  your  arrival,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  that  he  should  be  in  London  by  the  9th  oi  February,  or  a  few 
days  after. 

Upon  the  question  of  our  engagements  to  Murat  I  think  we  are  quite 
agreed.  There  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  likewise  as  to  the  policy  of 
removing  him  from  the  throne  of  Naples,  if  it  is  just  and  practicable.  The 
only  question  that  can  occur  on  this  part  of  the  subject  is,  how  far  we  are 
likely  to  succeed,  and  whether  the  chances  of  failure,  or  the  chances  of  his 
continuing  in  undisturbed  possession  of  Naples,  are  most  to  be  appre- 
hended. I  am  satisfied  that  those  who  are  on  the  spot  must  be  better 
judges  on  this  subject  than  we  can  be  here,  and  we  can  therefore  have  no 
hesitation  in  leaving  these  considerations  entirely  to  your  discretion.  The 
only  point  which  I  wish  to  impress  upon  you  is,  the  absolute  impossibility 
in  the  present  state  of  the  circumstances  and  feelings  in  this  country  of  our 
engaging  in  military  operations  for  the  purpose  of  cx|)elling  Murat.  I  do 
not  mean  that  it  is  either  necessary  or  would  be  prudent  to  make  any  such 
avowal  public,  least  of  all  that  Murat  himself  should  be  apprised  of  our 
difficulties ;  but  it  may  become  indispensable  that  some  of  our  Allies  should 
know  on  what  they  have  to  reckon,  and  at  all  events  it  is  fit  that  you 
should  be  fully  informed  of  our  situation. 

I  have  never  thought  that  Austria  would  make  any  serious  difficulty  in 
consequence  of  her  Treaty  with  Murat,  if  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  were 
determined  to  get  rid  of  him  :  her  real  interest  must  be  to  destroy  every 
remnant  of  the  revolutionary  system  in  Italy. 

She  may  likewise  feel  considerable  apprehensions  about  the  march  of  a 
French  army  through  the  nortli  and  centre  of  Italy ;  but  if  security  is  given 
to  lier  (as  appears  to  be  intended)  on  this  last  head,  and  if  the  other  Powers 
are  determined  to  declare  against  Murat,  she  will,  I  am  persuaded,  throw 
no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  operations,  and  I  should  not  despair  of  her 
even  joining  in  the  cause. 
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It  will  remain  therefore  to  be  seen  whether  he  will  submit  willingly,  or 
be  compelled  to  submit  by  the  Neapolitans,  to  the  general  voice  of  Europe 
declared  at  Vienna.  I  shall  be  sanguine  on  this  head  if  a  good  provision  is 
held  out  to  him,  and  it  must  surely  be  the  interest  of  the  Powers  of  Europe 
to  set  out  of  such  an  embarrassment  in  such  a  manner.  If  he  is  deter- 
mined,  however,  to  risk  everything  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  his  throne, 
the  labouring  oar  of  expelling  him  must  rest  on  France.  Spain  can  afford 
little  aid ;  we  might  blockade  his  ports  by  sea ;  Russia  might  send  a 
body  of  troops,  or  at  least  threaten  it ;  and  I  should  think  that  with  such  a 
combination  of  external  means,  the  country  itself  would  be  led  to  declare 
against  him.  The  English  name  has  always  been,  and  is  still,  particularly 
ix)pular  in  Naples.  The  alarm  I  entertain  is  not  about  Naples,  but  about 
other  parts  of  Italy,  where  a  very  different  spirit  exists,  and  where  Austria 
is  unfortunately  very  much  disliked. 

I  have  thus  given  you  my  sense  on  this  subject,  and  I  should  hope  that 
after  talking  the  matter  fully  over  with  Lord  Castlereagh,  you  may  be  able 
to  put  this  very  delicate  and  difficult  question  into  as  satisfactory  a  course 
as  the  nature  of  it  will  allow. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

LiTBRPOOL. 


Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  <f  WeUingtan, 

My  dear  Lord,  Downing  Street,  ISth  Jan.,  1815. 

I  am  very  glad  you  have  decided  on  not  coming  over  here  before  you 
went  to  Vienna.  In  such  complicated  negotiations  as  those  are  which  have 
been  passing  for  some  time  there,  and  when  so  much  more  passes  tl)an  can 
be  conveyed  in  despatches,  you  will  not  be  on  a  par  with  the  rest  unless 
you  arrive  there  a  reasonable  time  before  Lord  Castlereagh  sets  off  on  his 
return. 

You  must  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fate  of  the  Ionian 
Islands,  which  Lord  Castlereagh  has  purposely  left  for  the  last,  and  is 
therefore  a  subject  which  you  will  probably  find  nearly  untouched. 

*lt  seems  settled  that  they  are  not  to  be,  where  I  am  sure  it  is  most  for 
the  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  that  they 
should  be,  under  British  protection.  Whoever  is  in  possession  of  them 
becomes  at  once  formidable  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  probable  emancipa- 
tion of  Greece,  growing  out  of  the  gradual  decline  or  the  immediate  con- 
sequence of  the  sudden  dissolution  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  gives  them  an 
additional  importance ;  and  as  the  French  have  made  Corfu  impregnable, 
we  must  not  hope  to  recover  a  false  step  in  this  business. 

We  have  a  right,  I  think,  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  which  we  shall 
surrender  them.  I  hope  they  will  not  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  give  them 
directly  or  indirectly  to  Russia.  Every  principle  of  policy  must  make  us 
watchful  to  keep  her  out  of  the  Mediterranean.  We  shall  give  them  to  her 
indirectly  if  we  allow  them  to  be  independent  Republics.  In  Corfu  she 
a  prevailing  faction,  in  the  other  islands  an  active  one.  > 
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If  we  gire  tbem  to  Sicily  as  an  indemnity  for  Naples,  we  give  them  to  a 
Power  who  will  barter  them  for  Italian  possessions,  and  thus  put  them  at 
the  disposition  of  France  or  Russia,  whichever  Power  shall  happen  to  pro- 
mise most  liberally. 

If  we  give  them  to  Murat  as  an  indemnification  for  Naples,  we  must  be 
careful  that  they  do  not  become  a  subject  of  barter  for  some  large  posses- 
sions in  France  or  elsewhere.  I  have  been  always  inclined  to  think  that 
our  promising  to  pay  him  a  perpetual  subsidy  of  fifty  thousand  pounds 
annually  at  the  least,  under  the  colour  of  making  the  indemnification  more 
liberal,  would  be  the  best  way  of  securing  the  possession  of  the  islands  in 
his  family,  and  under  our  influence. 

Austria  is  of  all  countries  that  to  which  we  might  give  them  with  the 
least  danger.    We  might  leave  the  fortifications  in  that  case  as  they  are. 

Russia  is  the  Power  to  which  I  think  we  should  be  the  least  inclined  to 
give  them.  It  is  my  jealousy  of  her  having  any  influence  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world  which  makes  me  object  to  that  part  of  Liverpool's  letter  to  you 
(which  goes  by  this  mail)  in  which  he  speaks  of  a  Russian  army  co- 
operating with  France  in  Italy  against  Murat. 

Pray  do  not  give  any  encouragement  for  Russia  to  have  any  army  or 
navy  in  the  Mediterranean.  Depend  upon  it  we  shall  never  get  them  out 
of  that  quarter  of  the  world  again. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  has  written  me  word  that  General  Pfhul,  the 
Russian  ambassador  at  the  Hagiie,  has  persuaded  the  Prince  of  Orange  that 
it  will  be  better  to  leave  the  Low  Countries  quite  open,  strengthening  only 
Maestricht,  Li^e,  and  Namur,  and  the  Dutch  line  of  defence.  This  has 
made  the  young  one  very  suspicious  of  Russia,  which  I  am  not  sorry 
to  see. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  has  an  only  daughter  married  to  Archduke 
Francis.  The  succession  is  likely  to  be  disputed  between  her  and  her 
uncle,  unless  previously  arranged.  It  was  Lord  Castlereagh's  intention,  I 
believe,  to  bring  it  before  Congress.     Has  he  done  so  ? 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Bathubst. 


The  Earl  cf  Liverpool  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

My  dear  Bathubst,  Bath,  15th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  send  you  the  very  important  despatches  from  Castlereagh,  which  I 
believe  you  have  not  seen.  You  will  see  that  any  connection  between 
Russia  and  France  is  effectually  frustrated.  I  wish  you  would  summon  a 
Cabinet  as  soon  as  you  can  of  those  who  are  near  town.  There  can,  I  think, 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  about  the  ratification  of  the  treaty ;  and  as  soon 
as  the  ratifications  are  ordered  to  be  prepared,  Hamilton  will  send  my  private 
letters  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Castlereagh  by  a  special  messenger. 
It  is  very  material  that  the  former  should  set  off  for  Vienna  immediately,  and 
that  Castlereagh  should  be  apprised  that  the  American  peace  makes  no 
difTorenoe  in  our  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  his  being  here  by  the  9th  of 
February,  or  a  few  days  after  it. 
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Hamilton  will  show  you  my  letters  and  take  your  orders  about  sending 
them.  If  there  should  bo  auy  dififcrence  of  opinion  about  the  ratification,  I 
will  come  to  town. 

I  will  answer  your  letter  respecting  Canada  to-morrow. 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 

LiVEBFOOU 

1  shall  bo  obliged  to  you  to  take  care  that  a  proper  communication  Is 
made  to  the  Regent. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingUm. 

My  dear  Duke,  Bath,  15th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  private  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
together  with  Lord  Castlereagh's  very  important  despatches  of  the  Ist  and 
2nd  of  this  month. 

I  wrote  to  him  a  few  days  ago  to  press  his  return  to  England  by  the 
9th  of  February,  or  at  latest  by  the  14th  or  15th.  I  agree  with  you  that 
he  does  not  appear  to  bo  aware  of  the  necessity  of  his  presence  here.  It  is 
an  old  saying,  that  after  a  calm  a  storm,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  I  have 
not  known  for  some  years  so  much  party  spirit  and  rancour  as  exist  at 
present.  The  restoration  of  general  peace,  though  it  may  relieve  the 
country  from  great  difficulties,  does  not  make  the  government  more  easy  to 
be  conducted  in  the  House  of  Commons.  During  a  war  so  eventful  as  the 
last,  all  minor  questions  merged  in  a  considerable  degree  in  the  great 
interest ;  now  every  question,  however  subordinate,  will  create  a  conflict ; 
and  if  the  government  in  the  House  of  Commons  should  lose  credit,  and 
be  considered  as  beat  in  debate  before  Castlereagh  returns,  it  will  be  no 
easy  matter  for  him  or  for  any  man  to  recover  the  ground  which  has  been 

l06t. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  but  feel  very  anxious  that  you 
should  set  out  for  Vienna  without  waiting  for  any  further  communication 
from  Lord  Castlereagh.  I  shall  write  to  him  to  inform  him  that  this  is 
the  decided  opinion  of  the  government.  It  must,  at  all  events,  be  a  great 
advantage  to  both  of  you  to  have  some  days  for  full  and  imreserved  con- 
versation upon  all  the  points  of  business  likely  to  occur  before  he  quits 
Vienna. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  yours  very  faithfully, 

LrVEBPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

Mt  dear  Cabtlebeagh,  Bath,  15th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  this  morning  received  your  very  important  letters  of  the  1st,  2nd, 
and  3rd.  We  are  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  treaty  which,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  you  liave  concluded,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 
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Tou  are  quite  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  conclusion  of  the  American 
peace  makes  any  difference  as  to  your  return  to  England.  It  may  appear 
extraordinary,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  some  years  since  I  have  seen 
party  spirit  and  rancour  exist  in  the  same  degree  as  they  do  at  present. 
Bi'lieve  me,  the  conduct  of  the  government  in  the  House  of  Commons  will 
for  some  time  be  more  difiQcult  than  during  war.  During  a  war  so  eventful 
as  the  last,  most  minor  questions  merged  in  the  great  interest :  now  every 
question  may  create  a  conflict ;  and  if  the  government  in  the  House  of 
Commons  should  lose  credit  and  be  considered  as  beat  in  debate  before  you 
return,  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  recover  the  groimd  which  has  been  lost. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  written  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to 
say  that  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  government,  best  that  he  should  set  out  for 
Vienna  without  further  delay.  It  must  be  of  advantage  to  both  of  you  to 
have  time  for  full  and  unreserved  conversation  before  you  quit  Vienna,  and 
I  trust  nothing  else  will  retard  your  departure  longer  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Indeed,  from  the  state  in  which  the  business  is  now  placed,  I 
should  hope  that  unless  some  veiy  inauspicious  event  should  occur,  all  the 
material  points  will  have  been  substantially  settled  before  you  receive  this 
etter. 

LrVBBPOOL. 


The  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
My  Lobd,  Brunswick,  15th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  24th  of  December, 
and  I  request  you  to  present  my  sentiments  of  the  highest  gratitude  to  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  and  His  Majesty's  government  for  the 
gracious  manner  in  which  the  services  of  the  officers  of  my  light  infantry 
regiment  have  been  rewarded.  I  have  addressed  myself  to  the  agents, 
Messrs.  Greenwood  and  Co.,  respecting  the  form  which  may  be  required  for 
the  officers  to  receive  their  allowances,  and  of  the  manner  of  drawing  the  same. 

The  undecided  state  of  Germany  requires  a  new  exertion  of  this  country, 
and  so  many  circumstances  appear  to  cause  the  belief  of  a  new  war.  The 
geographical  situation  of  the  Brunswick  country,  together  with  the  efforts 
of  the  subjects  to  the  common  cause,  will  involve  me  again  in  some  new 
difficulties.  The  Hanoverian  troops  are  stationed  in  Flanders,  and  I  should 
stand  in  such  a  case  quite  alone.  Decided  to  answer  force  with  force,  I 
should  be  perhaps  obliged  to  leave  for  a  short  period  this  open  country,  in 
which  case  I  should  wish  that  it  may  be  allowed  by  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent  to  send  my  different  authorities  to  Hanover,  there  to 
follow  the  instructions  which  His  Royal  Highness  may  think  proper  to  give 
His  Majesty's  Hanoverian  government,  and  to  allow  that  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity my  children  can  return  to  England.  I  shall  provide  for  them  suffi- 
ciently, and  give  to  Mr.  Hammersley  such  directions  that  they  shall  not 
be  of  any  expenses  to  government ;  but  I  wish  that  His  Royal  Highness 
may  in  such  a  case  graciously  condescend  to  grant  them  his  further  Royal 
protection. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Duke  of  Bbunswick. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marthal  the  Duke  qf  WeOingion. 

Mt  deab  Duke,  Bath,  16th  Jan.,  1815. 

Lord  Castlereagb  has  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  he  wrote  to 
you  on  the  4th  instant.  I  send  open  for  your  inspection  the  answer  which 
I  have  found  myself  obliged  to  return  to  it.  I  see  not  the  least  reason  to 
alter  the  opinion  which  I  gave  you  in  my  letter  of  yesterday  re^iectiiig  the 
expediency  of  your  setting  out  for  Vienna.  Castlereagh  is  quite  mistaken 
in  supftosing  that  the  American  peace  will  relieve  us  from  our  difficulties 
in  Parliament,  lliere  is  no  analogy  whatever  between  the  situation  in 
which  we  are  placed  now  and  that  in  which  we  were  placed  last  year.  At 
that  time  every  person^s  eyes  were  fixed  upon  the  continent,  and  nobody 
would  have  listened  to  debates  in  Parliament.  Now  all  eyes  are  fixed  on 
home,  and  it  is  quite  astonishing  how  little  interest  is  taken  in  what  is 
going  on  at  Vienna.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  under  all  the  difficulties  as 
1  have  represented  them,  you  will  not  feel  any  objection  in  b^inning 
your  journey  without  waiting  for  any  further  commimication  from  Lord 
Castlereagh. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Duke,  most  sincerely  yours, 

Liverpool. 


The  Earl  of  lAverpoci  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

Mt  deab  Castlbreaoh,  Bath,  16th  Jan.,  1B15. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letters  of  the  5th,  and  sincerely  wish 
you  joy  of  the  favourable  turn  which  the  negotiation  appears  to  have  taken. 

I  must  at  the  same  time  inform  you  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
all  my  colleagues  and  of  those  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  whom 
we  are  both  in  the  habit  of  consulting  on  such  matters,  and  who  are  perhaps 
better  acquainted  with  the  House  of  Commons  than  any  ministers,  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  you  should  be  here  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
meeting  of  Parliament.  You  can  have  no  idea  how  much  ground  the 
government  lost  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  short  session  before  Christ- 
mas ;  and  the  imfortunate  circumstance  in  our  present  situation  is  Uiis, 
that  the  debates  of  most  importance  which  are  likely  to  occur  during  the 
session  must. take  place  before  the  beginning  of  April.  The  questions  of 
contest  will  be  the  questions  of  finance,  and  the  political  questions  will 
principally  be  discussed  and  brought  on  as  auxiliaries.  We  do  not  feel  that 
the  American  peace  has  in  any  degiee  relieved  our  embarrassments,  for 
financial  difBculties,  however  they  might  have  afterwards  increased,  would 
not  have  pressed  upon  us  more  severely  during  the  present  year,  if  the 
American  war  had  continued,  than  they  do  now. 

If  the  negotiation  had  broken  ofif  upon  popular  grounds,  we  might  even 
have  derived  immediate  facilities  from  the  rupture ;  but  we  shall  now  be 
placed  in  the  situation  of  contending  for  what  will  be  called  a  war-expendi- 
ture in  time  of  peace,  and  that  under  the  circumstances  of  a  general  cry 
among  all  classes  of  people  on  the  subject  of  the  property-tax,  and  of  a  deep 
alarm  prevailing  among  the  landed  interest  in  consequence  of  the  great  and 
imexj^ected  fall  in  the  prices  of  every  description  of  grain. 
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I  can  assure  you  that  I  feel,  in  common  with  my  colleagues,  the  greatest 
reluctance  in  proposing  to  you  to  withdraw  at  this  moment  from  Vienna. 
Last  year  we  could  spare  you.  Everything  was  quiet  in  Parliament; 
everybody  waiting  for  the  result,  and  no  symptom  of  party  spirit  appeared. 
Now  very  few  persons  give  themselves  any  anxiety  about  what  is  passing 
at  Vienna,  except  in  as  far  as  it  is  connected  with  expense ;  and  I  never 
have  seen  more  party  animosity  than  was  manifested  in  November,  and  I 
understand  still  appears  at  the  clubs  and  in  private  societies. 

I  will  hope  that  by  the  end  of  this  month  or  the  very  beginning  of  the 
next,  most  of  the  material  points  will  have  been  settled ;  but  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  should  have  a  full  commu- 
nication with  you,  upon  the  supposition  of  any  part  of  the  negotiation  being 
transferred  into  his  hands,  I  shall  write  to  him  to  request  that  he  will  not 
delay  his  journey.  There  is  no  material  business  which  need  detain  him  at 
Paris,  and  no  inconvenience  can  result  from  leaving  tlie  correspondence 
there  for  the  present  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  Embassy. 

LiTEBPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  CasUereagh, 

My  dear  Cabtlebeaoh,  Bath,  16th  Jau.,  1815. 

In  consequence  of  a  passage  in  a  private  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
Cooke,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  lines  on  the  subject  of 
Poland. 

When  we  said  that  we  should  not  object  to  your  agreeing  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Russians  arrangements  respecting  Poland,  provided  the  provinces 
incorporated  with  Russia  since  1792  were  detached  from  that  empire  and 
re-united  to  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  we  were  desirous  of  putting  the  sincerity 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  professions  to  the  test,  but  we  did  not  suppose 
that  there  was  much  chance  of  his  acceding  to  any  such  proposal. 

If,  however,  an  arrangement  to  this  effect  should  be  found  impracticable, 
it  becomes  of  very  great  importance  that  you  should  be  no  party  to  the 
stipulations  respecting  Poland ;  and  though  the  manner  and  degree  in  which 
you  may  think  proper  to  protest  against  the  Polish  arrangement  must 
materially  depend  upon  circumstances,  I  am  satisfied  that  some  protest  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  render  the  proceeding  on  the  subject  palatable  in 
this  country. 

LlYEBPOofi. 


Major-General  Sir  H.  Torrens  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Lord  Duke,  Fulham,  Monday  night,  16th  Jan.,  1815. 

I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  13th,  and  I  hasten  to  assure 
you  that  I  shall  take  care  the  insignia  of  the  Bath  shall  be  sent  to  you  as 
soon  as  possible.  Tou  should  have  heard  in  the  first  instance  of  your 
having  been  brought  back  to  the  Order,  had  not  the  Duke  wished  to  write 
to  you  himself  upon  the  subject,  and  His  Royal  Highness  delayed  the  exe- 
cution of  his  intention  for  some  days.     His  letter,  however,  must  have 
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reached  you  before  this,  and  you  will  have  perceived  that  he  had  it  in  view 
to  send  you  the  new  insignia  whenever  it  can  be  got  ready.  The  star  and 
badge  are  both  altered. 

It  is  impossible,  my  dear  Lord,  to  disguise  from  oneself  the  nn fortunate 
error  which  has  been  committed  in  the  improvident  and  imnecessary  exten- 
sion of  the  second  class  of  the  Bath  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Under  the  invidious  difficulty  of  applying  any  honorary  limitation  to  the 
wide  field  of  merit  which  the  exploits  of  the  army  afforded,  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  mark  the  sense  which  the  government  entertained  of  ^le 
services  of  the  Peninsular  army  by  taking  five  medals  as  a  standard  upon 
which  a  line  of  selection  should  be  drawn  in  regard  to  the  subordinate 
officers  in  particular.    I  need  not  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the  proceed- 
iugs  with  regard  to  what  I  must  confess  to  be  an  ill-digested  plan ;  neither 
need  I  reason  upon  the  want  of  analogy  between  the  principle  upon  which 
medals  are  given  and  that  which  should  guide  the  selection  for  an  Order. 
It  was  necessary,  however,  to  adopt  some  line,  and  the  one  drawn  is  attended 
by  the  usual  disadvantage  of  excluding  many  of  stronger  claims  than  several 
who  are  comprised  in  it.     This,  however,  is  a  common  evil  attending  all 
general  arrangements,  and  I  should  be  prepared  to  meet  its  diflBculty  ;  but 
I  confess  I  am  not  equally  ready  to  contend  against  the  dissatisfaction  of 
many  officers  of  rank,  and  who  have  commanded  divisions,  at  seeing  even 
their  own  staff  elevated  to  the  same  rank  and  decoration  with  themselves. 
Had  the  second  class  been  confined  to  General  officers  and  admirals,  they 
would  have  been  pleased,  and  the  other  ranks  w^ould,  in  factj  rather  have 
looked  forward  to  the  attainment  of  knighthood  when  promoted,  and  in  the 
mean  time  they  would  have  been  sufficiently  gratified  with  the  third  class. 
One  mode  of  remedying  this  evil  has  occurred  to  me,  and  my  constant  com« 
munication  upon  this  sore  subject  with  all  ranks  enables  me  to  judge  of  the 
beneficial  effect  it  will  have :  I  mean  the  withholding  the  investment  of 
tlie  Post  Captains  and  Colonels  and  Lieutenant-Colonels  until  they  shall 
respectively  arrive  at  the  rank  of  Major-General  and  Rear-Admiral.     In  the 
mean  while  they  will  wear  the  badge  of  the  Order  without  the  star  ;  and  I 
think  this  distinction  will  satisfy  their  military  feelings  of  what  is  due  to 
superior  rank,  give  them  something  to  look  forward  to,  and  put  the  Admirals 
and  Generals  in  good  humour.    Since  the  promulgation  of  this  arrangement, 
I  have  imdergone  more  anxiety  and  labour  and  worry  than  I  ever  endured. 
The  medals  are  not  to  be  returned.     This  was  a  crotchet  at  the  Ad- 
miralty.   It  is  not  however  intended,  I  believe,  that  they  should  be  worn 
with  the  insignia  of  the  Bath ;  at  least,  that  those  who  have  the  star  are 
not  to  wear  the  medals.     I  cannot,  however,  speak  positively  of  this.     I 
only  know  that  you  certainly  are  not  to  return  them. 

BeUeve  me,  my  dear  Lord  Duke,  to  remain 

Ever  your  faithfully  obliged, 

H.  TORBENS. 

2%e  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Earl  Bathurst, 
Peab  Bathubst,  Bath,  17th  Jan.,  1815. 

You  will  have  received  this  morning  the  letters  I  wrote  to  Castlereagh 
and  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  on  receiving  the  letters  of  the  former  of  the 
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4th  instant.  Castlereagh  is  nnder  an  entire  mistake  in  supposing  that  the 
American  peace  relieves  us  from  our  difficulties  in  Parliament,  and  he  is 
not  sufficiently  informed  of  the  situation  of  the  government  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  we  shall  have  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  going  on,  as  the  government  is  now  formed,  if  he  does 
not  return.  The  distressing  circumstance  is,  that  all  the  debates  of  real 
importance  must  take  place  in  the  month  of  March,  that  is,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  Bank  restriction  and  property  tax.  After  we  have  carried 
through  our  financial  measures  (whatever  they  may  be),  the  Opposition 
know  well  that  we  may  laugh  at  them,  and  they  vnll,  therefore,  make  all 
their  efforts,  either  upon  the  finance  measures,  or  during  their  progress 
through  Parliament. 

You  will  see  that  Castlereagh  mentions  four  or  five  weeks,  and  I  leave 
him  a  discretion  in  my  letter,  which  will  enable  him  to  continue  at  Vienna 
about  that  time,  if  he  should  find  it  necessary.  If  he  could  arrive  her© 
before  the  end  of  February,  I  should  be  tolerably  satisfied.  What  I  am 
most  anxious  about  is  to  get  Wellington  to  Vienna ;  Castlereagh  might 
then  finish  his  business,  if  he  can ;  if  not,  Wellington  would  be  on  the  spot 
informed  of  the  actual  state  of  things,  and  ready  to  take  up  the  negotiation 
where  Castlereagh  left  it.  I  can  quite  understand  this  arrangement  not 
being  a  very  agreeable  one  for  Wellington ;  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
Castlereagh  should  object  to  it. 

I  can  have  no  doubt  now  that  the  Saxon  point  will  be  determined  long 
before  Castlereagh  need  leave  Vienna,  nor  do  I  think  that  he  will  have  any 
difficulty  in  settling  the  question  about  the  territories  between  the  Meuse  and 
the  Rhine,  at  least  in  principle,  before  he  returns.  The  question  of  Murat 
will  require  more  time,  and  if  it  gets  into  negotiation  may  require  so  much 
time  as  to  render  it  out  of  the  question  his  being  here  during  the  greater 
part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  session.  This  I  think  must  be  handed  over  to 
Wellington,  who  has  thoroughly  considered  the  subject,  and  is  fully  apprised 
of  all  our  sentiments  upon  it. 

If,  after  this  explanation,  you  are  satisfied  Mrith  my  letters,  send  them  ; 
if  not,  let  me  have  a  memorandum  of  what  you  think  it  would  be  best  I 
should  write,  and  I  will  write  accordingly. 

If  you  send  my  letters  of  the  16th,  I  wish  you  would  likewise  send  those 
of  the  15th,  which  I  return.  The  dates  will  show  that  they  were  written 
before  I  had  received  his  letters  of  the  4th ;  but  there  is  always  some 
advantage  in  a  person  seeing  the  progress  which  your  mind  has  taken  in 
any  business. 

You  may  communicate  fully  my  letters,  if  you  please,  to  Lord  Sidmouth 
and  Melville.  There  are  obvious  reasons  why  they  cannot  be  communi- 
cated to  Vansittart  and  Pole. 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 

LiVEBFOOL. 

Our  friend  Van.  thinks  that  everything  in  the  House  of  Commons  before 
Christmas  went  ofiT  well ;  but  Bathurst  is  as  much  impressed  as  anybody 
with  the  necessity  of  Castlereagh's  return. 
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Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  ^  WeUingUm. 

My  DEAB  Lord,  Downing-«trect,  17th  Jan.,  1815. 

The  case  of  General  Inglis  is  a  hard  one.  The  Duke  of  York  seems  to 
have  considered  him  as  gone  hy.  It  is  impossible  to  add  to  the  number ; 
but  he  ought  to  be  considered  as  soon  as  possible. 

All  Field  officers  having  five  medals  and  upwards  have  been  made  with- 
out exception  Knights  (Commanders.  You  have,  I  understand,  sent  in  an 
additioDal  list  of  officers  for  medals,  which  rather  deranges  this  rule ;  and 
as  officers  will,  I  understand,  apply  to  you  for  medals  whose  names  have 
been  omitted,  I  hope  you  will  decline  sending  more  lists,  for  the  number 
cannot  be  augmented  ;  and  the  consequence  of  these  additions  will  be,  that 
it  will  give  to  the  officers  who  so  apply  prior  claims  to  many  officers  whose 
sui)erior  merits  would  otherwise  entitle  them  to  be  first  considered. 

It  will  also  save  you  from  much  importunity  if  you  consider  the  list  of 
medals  as  closed  by  the  publication  of  the  order. 

You  will  see  that  the  defensive  alliance  is  fully  approved  here.  It  was 
a  bold  measure,  and  I  think  a  very  wise  one,  as  being  most  calculated  to 
prevent  a  war. 

The  sooner  you  join  Lord  Castlereagh  the  better.  Your  readiness  to  go 
or  to  stay  is  highly  creditable  to  the  public  principles  I  have  always  ob- 
served you  to  act  upon. 

I  am  yours  very  sincerely, 

Bathubst. 


JTie  Eight  Hon,  George  Canning  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  DEAB  Lord,  Lisbon,  22ik1  Jan.,  1815. 

Your  Grace  will  probably  have  heard,  through  England,  of  the  misfor- 
tune which  has  befallen  your  correspondence,  embarked  on  board  a  store- 
ship,  which  was  wrecked  in  going  over  the  bar.* 

I  wrote  by  the  last  packet  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Under-Secretary,  to 
announce  the  fact  of  the  wreck,  and  to  enclose  two  of  the  letters  which  had 
just  been  picked  up  floating  in  the  Tagus. 

Many  parcels  of  letters  have  since  been  found,  and  delivered  up  to  me, 
to  the  Consul-General,  and  to  General  Peacocke  ;  and  I  have  endeavonred 
to  quicken  the  zeal  of  the  finders  by  promises  of  reward.  What  proportion 
the  papers  recovered  bear  to  those  which  are  lost  I  cannot  tell.  Finding 
Major-General  Peacocke  to  be  the  person  to  whom  the  care  of  embarking 
the  correspondence  (or  at  least  of  finding  a  passage  for  the  man  entrusted 
with  it)  had  been  consigned,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  give  the  whole 
over  into  his  hands,  and  he  will  forward  it  to  England  by  a  ship  of  war. 
Only  one  parcel  (so  far  as  I  have  heard)  has  passed  through  the  hands  of 

*  This  loss  has  given  much  trouble. 
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the  government  here.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  contained  anything  to 
gratify  Forjaz's  curiosity. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  your  Grace's  most  sincerely  and  faithfully, 

Geoboe  Canning. 

P.  S.  I  wrote  to  your  Grace  by  a  courier  to  Madrid  on  the  15th  of  this 
month,  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  loan  of  the  Necessidades,  in  which  my 
family  is  now  comfortably  established. 


To  the  Earl  <^ Liverpool.  [836.] 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Paris,  23rd  Jan.,  1815. 

I  saw  M.  de  Blacas  last  night,  who  again  spoke  to  me  by 
the  desire  of  the  King  on  the  subject  of  Naples.  He  said  that 
he  was  very  anxious  to  know  what  Great  Britain  would  do. 

I  told  him  what  you  had  stated  in  your  last  letter  on  this 
subject,  and  added  that  I  was  convinced  the  nation  was  so 
anxious  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  general  peace,  that  there  was 
no  number  of  individuals  who  would  bear  to  hear  of  its  being 
disturbed  by  us,  at  least  for  any  secondary  object 

He  said  the  King  was  determined  to  undertake  the  operation, 

even  though  he  should  be  obliged  to  undertake  it  alone ;  and 

he  was  very  desirous  that  I  should  be  able  to  inform  M.  de 

Talleyrand,  at  Vienna,  what  would  be  the  naval  force  in  the 

Mediterranean  employed  in  the  blockade   of  the   Neapolitan 

ports,  and  whether  they  could  reckon  upon  receiving  aid  from 

it,  particularly  in  transporting  their  troops.      He  also  asked 

whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the 

British  troops  still  in  Sicily,  at  Genoa,  and  the  disposable  troops 

at  Malta.     I  told  him  that  I  could  give  him  no  hopes  of  any 

aid  of  that  description. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


To  Baron  Frimont.  [  836.3 

M.  LE  G^N^BAL,  A  Paris,  le  25  Janyier,  1815. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'envoyer  k  V.E.  la  copie  d'une  convention 
faite  avec  le  gouvemement  Franqais  par  les  officiers  d'etat- 
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major  des  armees  Autrichicnnes,  Russes,  et  Prussiennes,  et  le 
Commissaire-G^ncral  de  Tarmee  Britannique,  attaches  a  mon 
quartier-general,  pour  regler  les  prix  qui  seroient  donn^  par  le 
gouvemcment  Franqais  pour  les  portions  des  officiers  de  rarmee 
alliee  d*occupation  sous  le  tarif  annexe  a  la  convention  du  20 
Novembre  dernier. 

La  somme  d'un  million  quatre-vingt  mille  francs  qu'il  est 
convenu  par  Tarticle  1  que  le  gouvernement  Franks  doit  payer 
sera  divisee  en  cinq  parties,  dont  une  pour  I'annee  Autrichienne, 
une  pour  Tarm^e  Russe,  une  pour  I'annee  Prussienne,  et  deux 
pour  Tarraec  Angloise  et  les  contingents  des  Rois  de  Bavi^rei 
de  Dannemarc,  de  Ilanovre,  de  Saxe,  et  de  Wurtemberg. 

Je  nomracrai  pour  coramissaires  pour  recevoir  cette  indemnite 
les  memcs  commissaires  Autrichiens,  Russes,  et  Prussiens 
qu'ont  nommes  les  Souverains  pour  recevoir  les  autres  sommes 
a  recevoir  de  la  France,  avec  M.  Dunmore,  le  Commissaire- 
General  de  Tarmee  Britannique. 

Les  Commandans-en-Chef  des  armees  Autrichiennes,  Russes, 
et  Prussiennes  auront  la  bonte  de  decider  quel  sera  le  mon- 
tant  de  la  somme  que  les  officiers  des  armies  sous  leur  com- 
mandement  respectif  recevront  pour  la  portion  qui  leur  est  dd 
sous  le  tarif  du  20  Novembre,  et  la  leur  fera  payer  de  la  somme 
de  *  ,  qui  sera  mise  a  la  disposition  des  commissaires 

ci-dessus  nommes  chaque  mois,  k  commencer  du  ler  Novembre 
prochain. 

Wellington. 


The  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  Oeneral  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of 

Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord  Wellington,  WinchertCT,  26th  Jan^  1815. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  two  letters  from  your  Grace  of  the  19th,  which  I 
received  only  this  morning.  With  regard  to  that  which  has  reference  to 
my  own  concerns,  I  beg  to  return  you  my  most  sincere  thanks.  I  feel  most 
sensibly  your  having  paid  such  immediate  attention  to  my  last  letter,  and 
hope  it  is  a  proof  that  you  were  not  offended  with  the  liberty  which  1  took 
m  writing  it. 

I  have  only  now  to  fear  that  by  your  kindness  in  acting  as  yon  have 
done  so  immediately  upon  my  suggestion  and  request,  which  was  intended 
only  for  the  future,  Earl  Bathurst  may  conceive  that  I  am  discontented 

*  Blank  in  manuscript. 
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with  the  situation  he  has  now  proposed  for  me,  and  that  I  am  ungrateful 
for  what  he  has  already  done.  I  hope,  however,  that  my  letter  will  not 
bear  that  interi)retation. 

With  regard  to  Sir  J.  Murray's  case,  I  have  proceeded  nearly  as  you 
wished :  the  prosecution  is  closed,  and  Sir  J.  Murray  commences  his 
defence  to-morrow.  At  present  the  Court  appear  generally  to  feel  that  the 
case  on  all  the  charges  is  very  strong  against  General  Murray,  and  they  are 
very  anxious  to  hear  the  answer.  Much,  I  am  convinced,  will  be  exi)lained ; 
but  how  the  case  can  possibly  end  in  an  honourable  acquittal,  which  Mr. 
Harrison,  who  is  General  Murray's  counsel,  tells  me  he  does  not  despair  of, 
I  cannot  at  all  foresee. 

Not  having  received  your  letter  in  time,  and  not  observing  anything  to 
lead  me  to  the  precise  reasoning  as  to  the  cavalry,  my  argument  upon  and 
construction  of  the  13th  paragraph  of  your  Grace's  instructions  was  some- 
what different  from  the  line  you  point  out,  but  I  conceive  not  materially 
so.  As  the  whole  of  my  address  was  so  much  garbled,  and  in  many  parts 
misrepresented,  in  the  newspapers,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  coi)y  of 
that  part  only  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  subject ;  and  I  will  endea- 
vour, if  an  opportunity  shall  offer  in  answer  to  General  Murray,  to  make 
use  of  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  letter,  and  to  point  out  more 
strongly  the  application  the  13th  paragraph  had  to  the  Spaniards  only. 

The  evidence,  your  Grace  will  have  seen,  is  in  general  very  tolerably 
correct  in  the  papers,  and  the  whole  case  is,  by  the  directions  of  General 
Murray,  to  be  published  as  soon  as  possible  by  Mr.  Gumey,  the  short-hand 
writer ;  but  if  you  wish  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  at  an  earlier  period, 
I  will  endeavour  to  forward  one. 

As  matters  stand,  both  the  public,  and  I  think  the  Court  ap]>a- 
rently,  seem  to  feel  that  the  case  is  fully  proved,  unless  the  explanation 
and  answers  given  shall  be  satisfactory.  I  am  told  Sir  J.  Murray  is  to 
justify  both  the  continuing  the  siege  so  long,  and  the  hasty  retreat,  by  the 
certain  information  received  by  him  late  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  only 
of  Suchet's  approach ;  that  as  long  as  he  only  knew  positively  of  Decacn's 
approach  he  continued  the  siege,  and  was  justified  in  so  doing,  as  he  was 
always  ready  to  fight  the  Barcelona  army  singly ;  and  that  it  was  only  the 
last  positive  news  of  Suchet  which  made  a  change  of  plan  necessary. 
From  his  letters,  however,  he  certainly  appears  all  along  to  have  been 
aware  of  Suchet's  approach  before  the  11th,  though  not  of  his  arrival  in 
the  vicinity.  I  believe  that  he  means  to  contend  that  both  his  own  letters 
and  your  Grace's  instructions  bear  another  interpretation ;  and  that  however 
clear  the  latter  appear  to  be,  he  acted  upon  them  in  the  way  he  understood 
them,  and  that  the  continuing  the  siege  to  the  very  last  moment,  and  even 
the  second  debarkation,  near  the  Coll  de  Balaguer,  instead  of  returning  to 
Valencia,  were  both  to  be  justified  as  being  more  conducive  to  the  first 
object  (when  the  second  had  failed),  namely,  the  enabling  the  Spaniards  to 
obtain  possession  of  Valencia,  than  if  he  had  returned  there  himself 
directly  ;  and  that  he  construes  the  part  of  the  instructions  as  to  the  return 
to  Valencia  when  he  had  failed  at  Tarragona,  and  the  landing  as  far  north 
there  as  possible,  and  the  order  to  join  immediately  on  the  right  of  the 
Duke  del  Parque,  to  mean,  not  that  he  was  in  such  case  immediately  to 
return,  but  that  when  he  did  return  he  was  to  join  immediately  or  close  on 

VOL.  IX.  ^  ^ 
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the  right,  &c  I  should  not  have  trouhled  your  Grace  with  these  detula» 
had  it  not  been  for  the  request  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  your  letter. 
If  anything  particular  should  occur,  I  will  inform  your  Grace.  In  the 
mean  time  I  must  remain, 

My  dear  Lord  Wellington, 

Your  Grace's  most  obliged  and  obedient  humble  aervaDl^ 

Fbancis  Setmoub  LaBPE2CT. 

[EnCI/OSUBB.] 

Extract  from  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate^ s  Address  On  Sir  John 

Murraifs  Case, 

"  It  is  impossible  for  mo  to  foresee  in  what  manner  and  to  what  extent 
General  Murray  may  explain  his  conduct,  and  answer  the  different  chaises 
and  arguments  which  liave  been  produced  against  him.  I  sincerely  hope  he 
will  bo  able  to  do  so  in  a  way  which  sliall  bo  deemed  satisfactory  ;  but  as  the 
Court  must  have  observed  that  in  more  than  one  instance  he  has  lelied  in 
his  justification  upon  the  I3th  paragraph  of  his  Instructions,  and  in  ooe 
place  has  quoted  the  same,  and  stated  that  the  mode  in  which  the  Geneimis 
were  to  conduct  the  campaign,  and  the  degree  of  risk  they  were  to  run,  were 
there  clearly  pointed  out,  it  becomes  necessary,  before  I  conclude,  to  ^^'raminA 
a  little  into  this  part  of  the  Memorandum,  and  to  see  how  far  Gk^neral  Murray 
appears  to  be  borne  out  in  the  inferences  which  he  would  wish  to  be  drawn 
from  thut  source.     The  paragraph  is  this  ; — 

•*  *  It  must  be  understood,  however,  by  the  General  Officers  at  the  head  of 
these  troops,  that  the  success  of  all  our  endeavours  in  the  ensuing  campaign 
will  depend  upon  none  of  the  corps  being  beat,  of  wliich  the  operating  armies 
will  be  composed,  and  that  they  will  be  in  sufficient  numbers  to  turn  the 
enemy,  rather  than  attack  liim  in  a  strong  position,  and  that  I  shall  forgive 
anything  excepting  that  one  of  the  corps  should  be  beat  or  disperaed.' 

'*  By  what  ingenious  arguments  tliis  can  be  fairly  made  matter  of  defence 
on  the  present  charges,  or  at  least  the  two  first,  and  more  especially  when 
considered  as  coupled  and  connected  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  letter  in 
wliieh  the  Memorandum  was  enclosed,  I  feel  quite  at  a  loss  to  discover. 
Scarcely  con  I  see  how  it  is  at  all  directly  applicable  to  the  questions  under 
consideration ;  but  if  at  all,  it  does  seem  to  be  unfavourably  so,  and  not 
as  matter  of  justification.  The  meaning  appears  obvious.  Several  of  the 
Spanish  corps,  it  is  well  known,  were  composed  of  raw  levies  not  to  be 
depended  upon  when  opposed  to  French  veteran  troops,  more  especially  if 
the  latter  were  assisted  by  position.  It  is  also  a  matter  of  notoriety  that 
many  of  the  previous  failures  of  the  Spaniards  had  arisen  fVom  their  Generals 
not  being  suilicieutly  impressed  with  this  unpleasant  truth,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, suffering  their  asoal  and  confidence  to  get  the  better  of  their  prudence, 
and  thus  continually  risking  general  actions,  which  ought,  except  in  cases  of 
decided  advantages  and  superiority,  to  have  been  most  careftdly  avoided.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  only  advantage  which  the  Spaniards  possessed,  or  for 
some  time  were  likely  to  possess,  over  the  French  (excepting  the  good-will  and 
assistance  of  the  inhabitants,  as  far  as  their  feara  would  permit),  was 
superiority  of  niunbere.  The  Memorandum  therefore,  looking  to  the  real 
state  of  affaira,  appears  naturally  to  prescribe  in  consequence  as  a  general  rule 
in  carrying  on  the  campaign,  the  taking  advantage  of  that  which  was 
favourable,  and  the  avoiding  that  line  of  conduct  the  dangere  of  which  bad 
been  already  but  too  often  apparent,  and  still  existed  in  full  force,  and  thus 


Jan.,  1815.        COURT-MARTIAL  ON  SIR  J.  MURRAY.  547 

making  nse  of,  and  at  the  same  time  carefully  pFescrving,  that  stiperiority  of 
numbers  which  the  Spaniards  then  enjoyed,  and  which  the  defeat  and  disper- 
sion of  any  of  their  corps  would  have  destroyed. 

**  How  then  does  this  apply  to  the  situation  and  circumstances  in  which 
General  Murray  was  then  placed  ?  First,  I  should  say  it  was  quite  beside  the 
question  at  issue ;  that  it  was  not  stnctly  a  matter  that  the  General  should 
oyer  have  considered  as  intended  for  his  particular  guidance  at  this  moment, 
and  in  the  particular  case  in  question.  Suppose,  however,  the  contrary ;  the 
next  question  is,  how  can  it  apply  ?  As  a  defence  against  a  charge  for  not 
having  fought,  and  risked  a  general  action,  when  the  result  would  have  been 
attended  with  glory  and  benefit  to  the  general  cause  of  the  world  then  at 
stake,  it  might  indeed  have  been  considered  material,  and  would,  I  have  no 
doubt,  have  had  its  due  weight.  Still,  however,  I  cannot  discover  how  it  can 
be  made  matter  of  justification  for  the  perseverance  in  the  siege  without 
object,  for  the  consequent  losses  incurred,  for  the  delay  in  coming  to  the  deci- 
sion of  re-embarking  that  which  was  uselessly  exposed  on  shore,  for  the 
apparent  want  of  all  previous  arrangement,  and  (until  explained  in  some  other 
maimer)  I  must  say,  for  the  improper  haste  and  confusion  attending  the  re- 
embarkation,  when  the  measure  was  at  last  finally  decided  upon  ;  and  lastly, 
for  the  subsequent  delay  on  the  coast,  and  the  relanding  of  the  army.  To  the 
whole  of  this  the  13th  paragraph  appears  anything  but  a  defence ;  and  if  the 
Court  shall  view  the  matter  at  all  in  the  same  light,  they  will,  I  think,  come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  taken  in  its  true  sense  and  spirit,  this  paragraph  is  in 
fact  just  the  reverse  of  a  defence.  Next  to  the  loss  of  a  whole  corps,  the  loss 
of  the  equipments  of  an  army,  the  loss  of  guns  (particularly  of  the  description 
of  some  of  the  guns  which  were  left  behind),  the  loss  of  stores,  ammunition, 
and  the  means  of  carrying  on  those  sieges  which,  in  the  general  scope  of  the 
Instructions,  were  evidently  looked  forward  to  in  the  course  of  the  campaign, 
were  of  the  utmost  importance.  Such  losses  were  objects  of  the  very  next,  if 
not  of  equal  value  with  the  loss  of  a  corps,  more  especially  when  the  infinite 
difficulty  of  replacing  them  in  Spain  is  duly  considered  ;  and  I  must  submit 
that,  according  to  the  real  meaning  of  the  IStli  paragraph,  they  ought  to  have 
been  most  cautiously  avoided.  This,  though  not  literally  expressed,  must  in 
all  fairness  be  considered  as  implied  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  part  of  the 
Instructions  relied  upon,  and  the  natural  operation  I  conceive  should  have 
been  to  have  acted  as  the  strongest  inducement  to  employ  every  precaution, 
and  to  act  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  activity  for  the  prevention  of  such  losfe-es. 

"  As  to  the  remaining  part  of  these  transactions  also,  namely,  that  referred  to 
in  the  second  charge,  Geneml  Murray,  by  this  defence,  appears  to  me  to  have 
placed  himself  in  a  dilemma  from  which  it  will  be  difiicult  for  him  by  the 
utmost  ingenuity  to  extricate  himself 

**  For,  admitting  now  for  the  moment,  that  not  only  the  refusal  to  give 
battle,  but  even  the  hasty  re-embarkation  with  all  its  losses,  was  all  to  be 
justified  by  an  anxious  desire  to  comply  with  this  13th  paragraph,  how  can 
the  Geneml  do  otherwise  than  condemn  himself,  upon  his  own  showing,  upon 
this  very  same  principle,  for  again,  and  that  almost  immediately,  and  volun- 
tarily, placing  himself  in  direct  contradiction  to  this  same  paragraph,  according 
to  Sir  J.  Murray's  own  interpretation,  and  clearly  against  the  plain  import  of 
the  remainder  of  the  Memorandum,  in  the  very  same  situation  of  danger  from 
which  he  had  but  just  made  such  sacrifices  to  extricate  himself,  and  tliat  at  a 
time  when  the  very  strong  temptation  to  run  such  forbidden  risks,  namely  the 
preservation  of  a  very  material  part  of  that  with  which  ho  had  been  entrusted, 
and  the  natural  anxiety  which  ho  must  have  felt  to  preserve  the  glory  of  His 
Majesty's  arms  untarnished,  had  altogether  ceased  to  operate?  *' 
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MEMORANDA   RESPECTINQ  THE  NETHERLANDS. 

OiHoe  of  Ordnanoe,  27th  Jan.,  1815. 

No.  1. — To  meet  the  views  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  relative  to  the  futnre 
defence  of  tlie  Netherlands,  it  is  proposed  that  a  Committee  of  BritiBh  £n^- 
neers  shall  immediately  proceed  to  tliat  country  to  enter  into  detailed  projects 
f(ir  tlie  restoration  of  such  ruined  fortresses  and  for  the  constmction  of  such 
new  posts  as  his  Grace  lias  ()ointed  out  in  his  report. 

No.  2. — To  ensure  unity  of  action  in  the  Committee,  it  is  proposed  to  consist 
only  of  a  president  and  two  members,  the  commanding  Engineer  in  the  oountiy 
being  one ;  but  to  enable  it  to  make  a  speedy  report  and  to  have  the  advantage 
of  further  piofessionul  talents,  all  the  officers  of  the  whole  Engineer  department 
in  tliat  country  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  tlie  Committee  for  drawing  plans, 
making  calculations,  and  assisting  in  all  the  detail  of  the  service. 

No.  3. — This  being  arrangcKl,  the  Committee  should  proceed  to  inspect 
minutely  the  different  towns  named  in  the  margin ;  *  and  on  visiting  each, 
having  decided  on  the  best  mode  of  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  in 
panigraphs  4  and  5,  &c.,  they  will  leave  competent  officers  to  moke  the  plans 
and  calculations  which  they  will  at  different  times  of  its  progress  inspect  and 
consider,  and  thus,  by  frequently  moving,  the  whole  measure  will  be  in  a  state 
of  progress  at  the  same  time  under  the  directions  of  the  Committee,  and  their 
report  may  be  completed  in  a  limited  period. 

No.  4. — The  attention  of  the  Committee  is  to  be  directed  generally  to  the 
following  considerations : — 

First,  The  time,  expense,  and  readiest  manner  of  putting  each  place  into  a 
state  to  oblige  an  enemy  to  open  batteries  against  it. 

Becoud,  The  expense  and  best  mode  of  giving  to  each  place  an  equilibriom 
of  defence,  so  as  to  bo  able  to  resist  for  seven,  ten,  fourteen,  or  twenty  days, 
oi>en  trenches,  according  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fortress,  and  as  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  the  defence  of  the  part  of  the  frontier  where  it  is  placed  may 
require. 

Third,  To  accompany  each  project  with  a  memoir,  stating  why  such  a  par- 
ticular degree  of  strength  is  recommended  to  be  given  to  each  fortress,  as  also 
a  statement  of  the  number  of  the  garrison  required. 

No.  5. — The  Committee  will  in  particular  attend  to  the  following  points : 

First,  At  Lic>ge  and  Uuy,  to  consider  the  necessity  and  best  mode  of  ntstoring 
the  works  on  the  heights  which  command  tliem. 

Second,  At  Naumr,  the  works  of  the  citadel  to  be  restored,  and  the  front  to 
be  covere<l  by  a  chain  of  strong  casematid  redoubts. 

Tliird,  At  Charleroi,  Mens,  and  Ath,  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  repair 
of  such  works  as  command  the  inundation  of  the  country. 

Fourtl),  At  Toiunay,  to  restore  tlie  works  of  the  citadel,  and  to  g^nard  against 
the  fortifications  of  the  town  favouring  the  attack  of  them,  and  to  provide  such 
defence  for  the  town  as  shall  secure  the  inhabitants  from  the  depredations  of 
marauding  parties. 

Fifth,  At  Courtray,  Monin,  Ypres,  Nieuport,  and  Ostend,  to  prepare  every 
tiling  which  can  be  done  to  secure  and  improve  the  means  of  inundating  the 
country  at  each  place.    At  Ostend,  to  cover  the  great  sluice  of  Sluykens,  and 

♦  Liege  and  Huy  on  the  Meuso ;  citadel  of  Namur,  Charleroi,  Mens,  and 
Ath  ;  citadel  of  Touniuy,  CourtMy,  Menin,  Ypres,  Furnes,  Nieuport^  Ost^^nd, 
Oudemu-tle ;  citadel  of  Ghent,  Antwerp,  Dendermonde,  Grammont,  and  Lou- 
vain. 
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to  propose  the  additions  which  are  necessiiry  to  secure  that  place  from  an 
attack  by  the  sand  hills. 

Sixth,  At  Grammont,  to  propose  a  work  to  be  conetractcd  on  the  high  ground 
in  rear  of  it  at  Notre  Dame. 

Seventh,  At  Dendermonde,  to  propose  such  works  as  its  importance  as  a 
tete  du  pont  upon  tlie  Scheldt,  and  its  situation  at  the  junction  of  the  Dender 
with  that  river,  would  seem  to  require. 

Eighth,  At  Antwerp  (considering  it  as  a  place  of  importance  in  a  military 
point  of  view),  to  complete  the  works  already  commenced,  and  to  consider  the 
propriety  (in  its  several  bearings)  of  destroying  the  works,  called  the  Intrenched 
Camp,  to  the  southward  of  the  citadel. 

No.  6. — The  Committee  will  propose  a  good  casemated  work,  to  be  con- 
structed on  the  site  of  an  old  Roman  work,  near  Binch,  which  will  command 
the  communication  from  Mens  to  Charleroi  through  that  town. 

No.  7.— The  attention  of  the  Committee  is  also  directed,  as  a  main  feature  of 
defence,  to  increasing  the  means  of  inundating  the  country,  particularly  those 
of  tlie  Dender,  from  Dendermonde  to  Grammont. 

No.  8. — Though  these  points  are  laid  down  for  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, they  are  by  no  means  to  confine  their  observations  to  them,  but  are  to 
tiike  a  comprehensive  view  of  tlie  defence  of  the  whole  Netherlands,  and  will 
be  guided  by  their  opinions  thereon  in  whatsoever  they  may  propose,  and  it  is 
ex|)ected  they  will  suggest  whatever  appears  best  to  improve  the  defence  of  the 
country,  whether  or  not  contained  in  tliese  instructions. 

S.  R.  Chapman,  Lieut.-Colonel  Royal  Engineers. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  dear  Castlebeagh,  Fife  House,  27th  Jan.,  1815. 

It  must  be  uncertain  whether  this  letter  will  still  find  you  at  Vienna ; 
but  as  you  express  yourself  desirous  of  receiving  an  answer  on  the  subject 
of  the  Portuguese  claims  relative  to  the  slave  trade,  1  will  not  let  the  weekly 
messenger  go  without  acquainting  you  that  whilst  we  entirely  approve  your 
having  offered  the  300,000/.  as  a  compensation  for  the  Portuguese  ships 
taken  and  confiscated,  ujwn  the  condition  of  their  government  immediately 
agreeing  to  abolish  the  slave  trade  north  of  the  Line,  we  cannot  authorise 
your  giving  up  the  claim  we  have  on  the  Portuguese  government  for  their 
loan  for  so  limited  a  measure  as  that  above  stated. 

Our  great  difficulties  for  some  time  to  come  will  be  financial,  and  we 
must  avoid,  therefore,  involving  ourselves  in  new  expenses  which  are  not 
absolutely  necessary. 

I  fear  we  shall  be  obliged  to  give  up  the  property  tax  immediately. 
Indeed,  the  current  of  opinion  is  so  strong  against  it,  that  I  do  not  think  we 
should  have  any  chance  of  carrying  it,  even  for  a  year.  It  will  be  better, 
therefore,  to  endeavour  to  make  the  public  pay  for  the  relief  they  are  to 
obtain  by  some  very  efficient  measure,  which  we  may  be  able  to  carry  in 
the  first  instance,  as  the  price  of  giving  up  the  property  tax,  but  which  it 
might  be  very  difficult  to  induce  Parliament  to  adopt  under  other  circum- 
stances. 

I  wish  you  joy  on  the  successful  progress  of  the  negotiations  respecting 
Saxony,     I  feel  sanguine  now  that  you  will  be  able  to  settle  substantially 
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all  the  questions  respecting  Germany  and  the  Low  Countries  before  you 
leave  Vienna. 

My  letters  to  Wellington  and  yourself  will  have  fully  explained  the  ttm- 
timents  of  government  respecting  Naples.  It  is  certainly  of  oonsndcraUe 
importance  to  get  rid  of  Murat,  if  we  can ;  but  it  will  be  quite  impoesihle 
for  us,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  to  make  any  military  efifort  or  to  put 
ourselves  to  any  visible  expense  for  the  attainment  of  this  object.  Munit 
need  not,  however,  be  apprised  of  our  difficulties ;  and  if  we  are  satisfied, 
as  well  as  Austria,  that  he  has  no  claim  upon  our  good  faith,  we  may 
perhaps  be  able  to  make  him  feel  that  he  best  secures  his  own  interest  by  a 
timely  compromise.  Indeed  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  his  powsr  should 
ever  amalgamate  with  the  present  system  of  Europe.  This  forms  a  most 
important  consideration  for  removing  him,  if  possible.  I  certainly  should 
think  negotiation  the  preferable  mode  of  accomplishing  it,  because,  amongst 
other  reasons,!  should  look  with  serious  apprehension  to  any  military  efforts 
being  made  against  him,  except  with  a  very  adequate  force.  Military 
failure  in  the  prosecution  of  this  object  might  lead  to  the  most  serious  con* 
sequences  in  Italy,  which  might  extend  afterwards  to  other  parts  of  the 
coDtincnt. 

LiVKBFOOL. 


General  Muffling  to  Major-Gen,  Sir  H,  Lowe, 

MON  CHER  ET  DIONE  GAn^RAL,  Aul  la  Chapelle,  29  Jan.,  1815. 

Je  vous  ai  promis  de  vous  annoncer  lea  mouvemens  qui  pourroient  avoir 
de  Tinfluence  sur  vos  mesures  en  Belgique,  ainsi  je  vous  pr^viens  qu'un 
corps  d'arm^e,  composd  d'un  quart  de  nos  forces  (que  vous  connoissez), 
avec  uno  artillerie  nombreuse,  passera  le  Bhin.  La  marche  est  trait^ 
comme  un  secret,  et  c*cst  ainsi  que  je  vous  donne  la  nouvelle,  cher 
G^ndral. 

La  direction  donne'e  k  ce  corps  de  Vienne  le  met  2i  mdme  d'entrer  en  Saxe 
ou  de  se  |x>rter  dans  le  coeur  d'Allemagne. 

Nous  ignorons  absolument  ce  qui  s'est  pass^  k  Vienne,  mais  il  paroit  que 
nous  sommes  ddcid^  ^  la  guerre  si  on  nous  dispute  la  Saxe. 

L'estime  que  notre  arm^  notre  nation  porte  pour  la  vdtre,  mon  attache- 
ment  pour  vous,  cher  Gdn^ral,  me  porte  ^  vous  confier  I'^tat  des  choses, 
sans  savoir  s'il  n'a  r^ussi  k  Tintrigue  d'exciter  les  passions  jusqu'au  point 
de  ddsunir  nos  deux  nations,  ou  plutot  les  Ministres  de  nos  deux  natioms, 
qui  ne  doivent  jamais  se  d^snnir.  Une  lettre  d'une  personne  de  confiance 
me  dit  que  nous  avons  les  preuves  que  le  Prince  Metternich  et  le  General 
Langeron  out  form^  le  projet  de  soulever  le  pays  de  Saxe  contre  nous,  et 
qu'ils  out  des  liaisons  dans  Tarmde  Saxonne.  On  a  arrSt^  plusieurs  ^mis- 
saires  qui  parcourent  le  pays  de  Saxe  pour  organiser  la  r^volte. 

Cette  conduite  me  paroit  indigne,  et  demande  des  mesures  s^rieuses.  Je 
crois  qu'il  est  impossible  que  Lord  Castlereagh  se  range  du  c6t^  de  Met- 
ternich ;  et  s'il  est  vrai  que  TAutriche,  la  France,  et  la  Bavi^re  sont  alli^, 
et  qu'ils  nous  forceroient  k  la  guerre,  TAngleterre  ne  pent  pas  rester  neutre, 
ct  si  elle  se  declare  ce  seroit  une  chose  iuouie  si  elle  la  faisoit  avec  la 
France. 
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Enfin,  mon  cher  G^n^ral,  j'espdre  votis  me  consenrerez  voire  amiti^, 
comme  jo  Taurois  toujours  avec  tons  mes  loyaux  camarades  pour  vous  et 
voire  nation,  qnand  mSme  la  politique  ne  nous  aocorderoii  pas  de  nous 
battro  ensemble.  J'espdre  toujours  quo  les  choses  scroni  aplanies.  Si  M. 
voit  que  nous  acceptons  la  guerre,  malheureuscment  sa  position  Tengage  k 
prendre  des  mesures  extraordinaires  pour  se  souteuir  et  conserver  sa  place 
comme  Ministre. 

Nos  forieresses  sont  mis  en  ^tai  de  si^ge. 

Adieu,  cher  et  digne  G^n^ral.    Notre  digne  Gdn^ral  Kleist  resto  k  Aix- 

la-Chapelle. 

Tout  k  vous, 

MiJFFLINO. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

Deab  Lobd  Bathurst,  Vienna,  30th  Jan.,  1815. 

Many  thanks  for  your  letters.  You  may  rely  upon  my  joining  you  as 
soon  as  I  can  without  essentially  endangering  the  point  immediately  at  issue ; 
but  you  might  as  well  expect  me  to  have  run  away  from  Leipzig  (if  I  had 
been  there)  last  year  to  fight  Creevy  and  Whitbread,  as  to  withdraw  from 
hence  till  the  existing  contest  is  brought  to  a  point ;  and  I  think  you  do 
both  injustice  to  your  supporters,  and  too  much  honoiu:  to  me,  in  supposing 
my  presence  so  necessary. 

You  will  find  things  go  quite  smooth  at  Genoa.  Dalrymple,  by  his  last 
letter,  is  perfectly  content  and  pleased  with  Revel ;  the  Genoese  flocking  to 
Turin  to  pay  their  court.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  had  an  apprehension  that  our 
troops  might  be  unpleasantly  committed  at  Genoa,  and  seemed  disposed  to 
move  the  14ih  regiment,  bringing  in  its  room  the  battalion  of  Italians  from 
Nice.  When  the  Duke  comes,  I  will  beg  him  to  confer  with  Dalrymple 
and  arrange  for  the  best.  I  send  you  enclosed  a  projet  of  incorporation  of 
the  Italian  levies  received  from  St.  Marsan.  I  fully  explained  to  him  that 
we  could  not  transfer  the  corps :  it  must  be  a  new  enrolment  of  both  officers 
and  men.  Under  these  circumstances  he  appeared  very  desirous  not  to 
disorganise  this  force  till  the  King's  authority  was  better  established  in  the 
Genoese  territory. 

Apsley  quite  well.    Cooke  gone  to  Italy,  where  he  will  look  after  Lord 

Pembroke's  commands. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Castlebeaqh. 

I  beg  you  will  not  give  any  money  at  present  to  any  of  the  Continental 
Powers.  The  poorer  they  are  kept  the  better,  to  prevent  them  from  quar- 
relling.   Time  enough  to  settle  accounts  when  we  know  who  deserves  it. 
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The  Prince  Regent  to  Earl  Bathur^i. 

Dear  Bathurst,  Brighton,  5th  Feb.,  1815. 

I  retuni  you  Lowe's  letter  ;*  and  if  you  wish  to  have  my  sentiments  upon 
the  cou tents  of  it,  I  will  give  them  to  you  in  three  words.  In  the  first 
place,  it  seems  to  me  quite  clear  that  the  letter  was  intended  to  be  for- 
warded and  shown  here ;  and  secondly,  it  appears  to  me  equally  evident 
that  this  partial  movement  of  the  Prussian  army  is  a  complete  ruBe  to 
hold  out  in  terrortm  to  us  other  consequences  which  may  ensue,  as  they 
have  at  length  discovered  that  of  which  they  had  not  been  informed  before, 
from  being  no  parties  to  it,  namely,  our  late  private  treaty,  and  that 
therefore  pique  and  resentment  at  this,  as  well  as  the  hope  of  inspiring 
a  general  feeling  of  terror  throughout  Europe  at  the  slightest  possibility  of 
any  renewal  of  warfare,  has  dictated  this  very  impolitic  as  well  as  unjusti- 
fiable measure.  I  am  quite  persuaded  that  holding  our  heads  very  high,  a 
resolute,  firm,  and  steady  line  of  conduct,  as  well  as  a  bold  tone  in  our 
language  towards  them  at  this  moment,  will  render  the  whole  of  this  plan 
of  theirs  abortive,  and  secure  to  us  that  becoming  conciliation  and  submis- 
sion on  their  ^mrt  which  nothing  else  I  am  sure  can  accomplish.     Adieu, 

in  haste. 

Always  most  sincerely  yours, 

Geobqe,  p.  R. 

P.S.  I  proix)se  being  in  town  next  Sunday  evening,  and  shall  expect  to 
see  you  at  Carlton  House  on  the  Monday  morning. 


Viscount  CasUereagh  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Dear  Liverpool,  Vienna,  6th  Feb.,  1815. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  arrived  here  on  the  3rd.  The  cold  weather  on 
the  road,  followed  by  some  hot  rooms  here,  has,  I  am  sorry  to  observe, 
given  him  a  heavy  cold,  which  for  the  moment  confines  him  to  bis  room ; 
but  Dr.  Franck  considers  it  of  no  essential  consequence.  I  hope  to  get 
away  the  12th  or  13th.  My  ofiicial  despatch  will  apprise  you  that  I  have, 
after  much  difficulty,  brought  the  parties  to  a  settlement  upon  Saxony, 
which,  in  the  shai)e  the  details  were  prepared,  decides  at  the  same  time  the 
five  questions  which  relate  to  the  centre  of  Europe,  viz.,  the  Austrian, 
Prussian,  Bavarian,  Orange,  and  Hanoverian.  The  points  collaterally  con- 
nected with  them  I  hoi)e  to  dispose  of  in  the  course  of  the  week,  and  to 
establish,  in  concert  with  the  other  Powers,  some  understanding  upon  the 
point  of  Naples,  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  the  other  less  material  arrange- 
ments still  pending  in  the  north  of  Italy. 

I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  talking  over  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
the  business  in  progress,  and  was  happy  to  find  no  divergence  of  sentiment 
on  any  jwint  is  likely  to  occur. 

My  wish  was,  after  placing  the  business  in  a  suitable  shape  to  be 
delivered  over,  to  pursue  my  journey  by  the  shortest  possible  route ;  but 

*  Sec  letter  from  General  Miiffling  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  29tli  January,  1815, 
p.  550. 
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in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  King  of  France,  Prince  Talleyrand 
makes  so  great  a  point  of  my  seeing  His  Majesty  for  a  day  on  my  way,  and 
Veing  certainly  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  in  doing  so  I  may  prevent 
difliculties  hereafter  on  the  Neapolitan  question,  I  rather  think  I  shall  yiell 
to  his  request,  the  rather  as  I  am  told  the  road  by  the  Rhine  will  ho  very 
bad  after  the  thaw  we  have  had. 
I  propose  setting  out  from  hence  on  Monday  next. 

Believe  mc,  my  dear  Lord,  faithfully  yours, 

Castlebeaoh. 


Notes  by  Lord  Liverpool  from  a  private  Letter,  detailing  an  Interview 
with  Buonaparte  at  Elba,  the  latter  end  of  January,  1815. 

Rome,  9th  Feb.,  1815. 
Conversation. 

1.  Tourist's  uniform,  militia. 
B.  What  coimty  ? — Cornwall. 

B,  Face  and  productions  of  the  county  ?  Revenue  of  the  Pi-inco  from 
the  mines  ? 

2.  Journey  of  the  tourist. 

Buonaparte  went  entirely  through  it  with  him ;  and  B.  said,  in  reply  to 
an  observation  respecting  the  badness  of  the  road  over  the  Col  di  Tende, 
part  of  the  Maritime  Alps,  "  that  it  was  not  made  by  him,  nor  did  he  care 
about  it."  "  Comme  je  voulois  dominer  aussi  sur  ritalie,"  my  principal 
attention  was  directed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Alps,  so  as  to  connect  that 
country  as  intimately  as  possible  with  France. 

T.  Inquired  of  B.  whether  he  had  not  a  project  of  imiting  the  Rhine  and 
Danube.  Ho  said,  "  Oui,  c'est  bien  facile ;  une  affaire  de  5,000,000  francs  " 
(about  900,000Z.) ;  that  he  had  united  the  Sa6De  and  the  Rhine  (the  German 
Sea  and  the  Mediterranean). 

3.  Conversation  respecting  Congress. 

B.  observed  that  peace  should  have  been  made  at  Frankfort,  separating 
Germany  entirely  from  the  influence  of  France,  and  taking  from  him 
Holland,  Italy,  and  Spain ;  but  that  Belgium  should  have  remained  as  part 
of  France.  That  he  never  could  have  agreed  to  a  peace  that  would  leave 
France  less  in  territory  than  when  he  mounted  the  throne.  (Qy.  why 
Boney  did  not  make  peace  at  Dresden  when  these  terms  were  offered  him  ?) 
He  intimated  that  the  Allies  were  not  sincere,  and  that  affaira  at  that  time 
wore  a  different  aspect.  Boney  dwelt  particularly  on  the  bad  policy  of 
England  appropriating  to  herself  the  Netherlands ;  that  they  would  be  a 
perpetual  source  of  expense,  and  might  draw  us  into  a  war,  as  any  Power 
wishing  the  support  of  France  would  offer  that  country  as  a  bribe.  Suppose 
if  Prussia  were  to  say  to  her  at  present,  '*  Let  me  have  Poland,  and  do  you 
take  Belgium."  He  observed  that  we  should  withdraw  ourselves  within 
our  island,  and  act  when  and  where  we  chose,  and  not  be  obliged,  with  our 
Tast  colonies,  to  keep  up  a  large  standing  army  for  the  defence  of  a  ptart 
of  the  continent,  which,  as  we  could  not  maintain  ourselves  on  it  as  a 
l\>wcr  of  the  first  rank,  we  should  probably  lose  on  the  first  coup  de  canon, 
and  a  battle  lost  before  Brussels  would  open  the  road  to  Holland. 
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On  the  subject  of  the  late  camp*igii,  he  obeerved  that  the  peasantry  were 
rising  in  the  rear  of  the  Allied  army,  and  that  he  should  have  done  very 
well  had  he  not  been  betrayed.  On  my  asking  if  by  Talleyrand,  he  inti- 
mated that  he  had  had  a  hand  in  it,  but  chiefly  by  his  Generals  Marmont 
and  Augereau.  Very  angry  with  Marmont,  and  said  that  Augereau,  with  an 
army  sui)erior  to  the  Austrians,  had  made  his  terms  a  fortnight  before. 
Bliicher,  he  observed,  vras  a  brave  man,  but  no  General ;  that  he  had  lost 
two  armies.  Of  Schwarzenberg  he  appeared  to  have  a  better  opinion; 
but  spoke  with  great  contempt  of  the  Austrian  troops — that  they  could  do 
nothing  without  a  bellyfull.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  he  praised.  The 
French  soldiers,  he  observed,  wanted  only  a  little  tenacity  to  render  them 
perfect ;  that  tiiey  were  j>eu  constans.  Of  the  Spaniards  he  had  a  very 
mean  opinion :  their  character  was  Topinidtreti^  and  to  this  he  ascribed 
their  deifenco  of  Saragossa,  which  I  advanced  against  his  assertion  that 
they  had  done  nothing  gallant. 

Buonaparte  bewailed  the  fate*of  Italy,  divided  into  petty  States,  observing 
that  it  should  form  one  kingdom.    I  hinted  at  the  difiSculty  of  naming  a 
King.     He  said,  **  Oh !  some  Italian  ;  it  matters  not  by  whom  the  King  is 
appointed  ;"  and  instanced  Murat,  whom  he  had  placed  on  the  throne  of 
Naples.     A  sovereign,  he  observed,  was  made  for  his  people.     The  Italians 
were  excellent  stuff  for  soldiers — ^ssuninds,  much  of  the  old  Roman  still  re- 
maining :  that  he  had  found  them  effeminate,  and  living  constantly  with 
the  women  had  done  much  to  reform  them.    The  Pope,  he  observed,  was  a 
^rand  malheur  pour  V Europe ;  that  tlie  dominion  of  priests  was  detestable. 
Every  sovereign  should  be  at  the  head  of  his  own  Church  ;  that  we  weie 
much  indebted  to  Henry  VIII.  for  getting  rid  of  him;    that   he  had 
attempted  it,  but  popery  had  no  such  fancy.    As  an  individual  be  ofaeerved 
that  the  present  Pope  was  a  hien  hon  Aomme,  and  as  such  had  been  well 
entertained  at  Fontaineblcau,  but  ignorant  in  the  extreme ;  and  that  amcDgii 
the  Cardinals,  for  he  had  seen  them  all  at  Paris,  there  was  not  one  to  whom 
ho  would  give  a  scat  in  the  fourth  rank  at  his  ooundl.    Ecclesiastic  govern- 
ments, generally  speaking,  were  bad :  the  empire  of  the  rukrB  was  not  of 
tliis  world. 

Si^eaking  of  affairs  in  Switzerland,  and  the  desire  of  the  Canton  of  Berne 
to  recover  the  countries  he  had  separated  from  it,  he  observed  that  there 
was  no  joug  si  9hhre  as  that  of  a  people. 

Peace  with  America  should  have  been  made  sooner,  as  it  would  have 
given  us  greater  influence  in  the  Congress.  The  Americans,  he  observed, 
wanted  a  ten  years'  war  to  make  them  a  nation :  at  present  they  had  no 
noblesse — a  set  of  marchands.  That  we  should  in  the  course  of  time  lose 
Canada ;  and  of  what  great  importance  was  it  to  England,,  with  her  im- 
mense possessions  ?  That  America  would  one  day  probably  rival  our  navy  ; 
an  attempt  he  had  made,  but  failed. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  he  remarked  that  France  and  England  should 
be  Allies.  On  my  hinting  at  the  difficulty  of  such  an  union,  his  observation 
was  the  following :  "  Pourquoi  pas  ?  Le  roonde  est  assez  grand.  La  France 
n'a  pas  besoin  de  se  m^ler  trop  de  commerce.  II  y  avoit  un  homme.  Fox, 
qui  pouvoit  le  faire  :  malheureusement  il  est  mort." 

End  of  tlie  Interview^ 
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On  our  joining  General  Bertrand  in  the  anteroom,  he  (General  B.)  ob- 
served, looking  at  his  watch,  "  Yous  avcz  cu  une  bien  longuc  stance — ^pliis 
d*une  henre." 

General  and  Madame  Bertrand  most  excellent  })eople,  kind  and  civil  in 
the  extreme.  Saw  a  good  deal  of  them.  The  Countess  is  related  to  the 
Dillon  family ;  spent  several  years  iu  England ;  has  the  manners  and  ap- 
pearance of  an  Englishwoman,  and  speaks  English  tolerably  well.  What 
a  sacrifice  for  a  man  who  stands  high  (General  Bertrand)  in  France  to  make  I 
His  name  as  General  and  Count  is  continued  by  the  present  government  on 
the  Army  List. 

Buonaparte  is  reduced  to  his  last  shilling.  He  has  spent  the  little  money 
he  brought  with  him,  and  his  pension  has  not  been  paid,  although  the  six 
months  have  long  since  expired,  lliis  is  abominable.  He  had  not  a  sou 
in  the  English  or  any  other  funds,  and  on  leaving  France  he  did  not  take 
any  of  his  private  treasure,  plate,  or  jewels  with  him. 
.  They  say  that  the  Empress  is  much  attached  to  Buonaparte,  and  wishes 
to  join  him ;  but  that  her  father  will  not  hear  of  it,  or  even  allow  her  to 
write. 

Respecting  the  rumour  that  Buonaparte  was  to  be  removed  from  Elba  to 
St.  Helena,  it  is  said  the  Emperor  declares  he  will  only  be  removed  per 
force.  Buonaparte  brought  800  Imperial  Guards  and  about  150  Polish 
Lancers  to  Elba  with  him.  Many  of  these  have  left,  not  liking  the  confine- 
ment, and  things  not  being  so  cheap  as  in  France. 

Lord  Ebrington  is  the  only  Englishman  who  has  dined  with  Buonaparte. 
They  had  much  conversation  on  the  campaign  in  Egypt.  The  Turks  that 
were  shot  Napoleon  said  were  taken  by  the  French,  released  on  their  parole, 
retaken  in  arms,  and  of  course  were  liable  to  the  laws  of  war ;  but  that  he 
should  not  have  put  them  to  death  had  there  been  anything  to  eat.  "II  n'y 
avoit  point  de  pain  :  ou  les  Tourcs  ou  Ics  Fran9ois  devoient  se  briser  contro 
la  muraille.    Je  ne  balan^ois  pas.'* 

As  to  the  poisoned  French  sick  soldiers,  he  said  they  were  only  two  or 
three  who  had  the  plague,  and  could  not  be  removed  without  endangering 
the  health  of  the  whole  army  ;  that  he  recommended  an  easy  death  by  a 
little  poison,  but  it  was  not  administered,  and  they  were  left  to  be  butchered 
by  the  Turks. 

Boney  goes  to  bed  about  nine,  rises  again  about  twelve,  and  reads  for 
three  or  four  hours  in  the  morning.  He  generally  drives  out  accompanied 
by  General  Bertrand  or  Drouet,  a  good  sort  of  fellow,  the  Governor  of  the 
island ;  and  such  is  the  etiquette  still  kept  up,  that  the  person  in  the  carriage 
remains  uncovered  until  they  are  clear  of  the  town.  L*Empereur  has  also 
A  navy,  a  brig  of  18  guns. 


Cohnd  Sir  WtUiam  Bobe^  Colonel  Sir  Cdin  CampbeU,  and  Archibald 

CampbeU,  Esq,^  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  Lord,  Suffolk  Street,  9th  Feb.,  1815. 

We  have  the  honour  most  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  Lordship,  on 
the  part  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  the  army,  the  accompanying 
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memorial  and  statement,  by  which  you  will  observe  that  we  claim,  on  the 
part  of  the  army,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards 
as  prize-money  to  be  distributed  to  the  army. 

\Ve  have  the  honour  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to 
submit  the  memorial  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  His  Royal  Highneas 
the  Prince  Regent  and  the  government,  and,  in  case  any  further  explanatioii 
or  documents  may  be  required,  that  we  are  ready  to  give  them. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

William  Robe,  C!olonel. 
Colin  Campbell,  Colonel. 
Archibald  Campbell. 

A  seiiarate  memorandum  is  herewith  sent  for  the  consideration  of  Earl 
Bathurst 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 

Memorandum  for  the  consideration  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 

Earl  Bathurst,  &c,  &c, 

Suffolk  Street,  9th  Feb.,  1815. 

There  is  no  claim  whatever  set  forth  in  the  memorial  now  presented  for  any 
of  the  captures  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cadiz  by  the  army  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Lynedoch,  Generals  Cooke  and  Skerrett 

When  the  French  army  quitted  the  lines  before  Cadiz,  in  consequence  of 
the  battle  of  Salamanca  and  the  advance  of  the  army  on  Madrid,  tbey  left 
behind  the  whole  of  their  artillery,  amounting  to  nearly  five  hundred  pieces 
of  brass  ordnance,  which  the  Spaniards  took  possession  of. 

There  were  also  found  at  Seville,  when  General  Skerrett  drove  the  enemy 
out  of  it,  upwards  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  a  great  quantity  of 
ammunition,  and  two  large  boats  loaded  with  quicksilver ;  also  their  arsenal, 
foundries,  powder-mills,  saltpetre  works,  and  stores  entire,  which  were  delivered 
over  to  the  Spanish  authorities. 

There  were  taken  at  Barrosa  eight  pieces  of  brass  field  ordnance,  which  are 
now  in  England  ;  and  when  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Tarifa,  they  left  behind  them  fifteen  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  ^nd  a  quantity 
of  ordnance  stores,  one-tliird  part  of  which  was  delivered  to  the  British  as  their 
share,  and  part  of  which  is  now  in  England. 

It  is  therefore  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  government  (though  no 
claim  is  made  for  the  above)  whether  it  would  not  bo  bettor  to  grant  a  round 
sum,  so  that  tlie  part  of  the  army  which  were  present  at  the  above  captures 
might  benefit  by  the  distribution,  which  they  cannot  do  unless  provided  for 
in  this  manner,  or  by  a  separate  grant. 

William  Robe,  Colonel. 
Colin  Campbell,  Colonel. 
Archibald  Campbell. 
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II. 

To  the  Bight  Honourable  Earl  Bathurst,  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 

State,  &c.  &C. 

The  Memorial  of  Goloncl  Sir  William  Robe,  and  of  Colonel  Sir  Colin  Camp- 
bell, and  of  Archibald  Campbell,  on  behalf  of  Field  Marshal  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  the  Army  recently  imder  his  command, 

Showeth, 

That  your  memorialists  are  appointed  to  act  on  behalf  of  his  Grace  and  the 
army  under  his  command  in  relation  to  all  grants  of  the  value  of  guns, 
ammunition,  stores,  magazines  of  provisions  and  stores,  and  ships,  and  vessels, 
and  all  other  property  captured  from  the  enemy,  which  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent  may  be  advised  and  graciously  pleased  to  make  the  subject 
of  grant  to  his  Grace  and  the  army  as  booty  or  prize  : 

That  in  consequence  of  various  communications  made  to  his  Grace  of  His 
Royal  Highness's  grstcious  intention  in  &vout  of  the  army  in  relation  to 
captures,  measures  were  adopted  by  his  Grace,  on  the  British  army  entering 
France,  by  the  appointment  of  different  commissioners,  and  have  since  been 
adopted  l^  your  memorialists,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  and 
value  of  the  various  descriptions  of  property  captured  from  the  enemy,  con- 
sidered to  be  booty  and  prize  to  the  army. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  now  transmit  an  account  of  such  property  under 
distinct  heads,  with  the  grounds  upon  which  they  submit  the  claims  of  his 
Grace  and  the  army  to  the  favourable  recommendation  of  His  Majesty's 
government  and  the  gracious  consideration  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  in  respect  of  the  different  subjects  of  capture,  and  their  amount  and 
value  stated  in  the  annexed  paper. 

Isi  The  first  and  most  important  is  that  of  ammunition  and  ordnance 
stores  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the  kingdoms  of  Portugal,  Spain,  and 
France,  in  different  campaigns ;  upon  which  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe 
that,  in  consequence  of  an  intimation  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent's  gracious  intention  to  grant  to  the  army  the  amount  and  value  of  all 
such  captured  ammunition  and  ordnance  stores,  whether  applied  to  the  service 
of  Great  Britain  or  to  the  use  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  armies,  full 
accounts  of  all  such  captures  have  been  submitted  to  the  Master  Greneral  and 
Board  of  Ordnance,  and  valued,  and  that  such  valuation  amounts  to  the  sum 
stated  in  the  annexed  paper,  without  including  the  valuable  arsenal  at  Seville, 
or  the  guns  in  tlie  lines  at  Cadiz,  or  very  considerable  quantities  of  ordnance, 
which  have  been,  upon  various  occasions  and  at  different  places,  destroyed 
from  unavoidable  circumstances,  and  in  respect  of  which  your  memorialists 
make  no  claim  whatever  here. 

2nd.  The  second  relates  to  magazines  and  depots  of  stores,  provisions,  and 
forage,  captured  from  the  enemy  at  Merida,  Olivenza,  Badajoz,  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  Levang,  Salamanca,  Almaraz,  Segovia,  Madrid,  Arevalo,  Yitorio, 
and  numerous  other  places  in  Spain,  during  the  different  campaigns  in  tho 
Peninsula.  In  principle,  this  stands  upon  precisely  the  same  groimds  as  that 
which  relates  to  the  magazine  at  Mont  de  Marsan,  the  value  of  which  has 
already  been  under  consideration  as  booty  and  prize  to  the  army  ;  but  from 
tlie  peculiar  nature  of  the  service  in  wliich  the  army  were  then  engaged,  and 
from  no  instnictions  having  been  then  received,  or  means  used  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  conunissioners  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  those  provisions  or  stores, 
and  also  from  the  Commissary-General,  on  whom  your  memorialists  have 
called  for  returns  of  such  parts  of  them  as  were  taken  in  charge  by  bis 
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department,  being  unable  from  the  death  of  some,  and  the  absence  of  ollien 
at  Lisbon,  America,  France,  and  Germany,  to  furnish  your  mcmorialistB  with 
particular  retiu-ns,  they  are  unable  to  dtsliver  such  accounts  as  can  furnish 
accurate  grounds  of  ccdcnlation  as  to  their  amount  and  value,  and  are  desirous 
therefore  of  putting  their  value  at  a  much  lower  sum  than  would  (as  they  are 
well  satisfied)  have  been  the  amount  of  this  head  of  claims^  if  accurate  retnms 
and  valuations  could  have  been  procured.    Great  difficulties  must  always 
arise  in  forming  any  very  precise  estimate  of  such  captures  made  by  an  army  « 
carrying  on  active  operations  in  the  field,  even  in  the  cases  in  which  they  can 
be  delivered  entire  into  the  charge  of  the  Commissaries ;  but,    in  addition 
to  this,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  large  quantities  of  such  stores  and  provi- 
sions are  not  always  collected  in  single  magazines  or  depdts ;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  it  is   always  very  difficult,  oftentimes  quite   impossible,  ev^i 
where  they  are  so  collected,  to  deliver  entire  depdts  in  the  state  in  which 
they  are  captured  into  the  charge  of  commissaries ;  and  that  the  divisions  of 
the  army  which  first  take  possession  of  them  immediately  liberally  supply 
themselves  from  such   sources  before   any  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
putting  them  imder  regular  charge  and  distribution ;  and  also  that  numerous 
captures  of  a  minor  description  are  entirely  consumed  by  the  army  without 
coming  at  all  into  the  reguhir  charge  or  accounts  of  the  Conmiissariat ;  but 
tiiat  all  such  supplies,  never tlieless,  contribute  most  materially  to  recruit  an 
army  exhausted  in  some  measure  by  the  very  service  which  leads  to  the  cap- 
ture, and  often,  in  such  cases,  at  a  distance  frx)m  their,  own  dep6t8,  and  still 
more  materially  contribute  to  the  husbanding  the  supplies  and  saving  the 
expense  of  distant  transport  of  tiie  stores  and  provisions  of  the  capturing 
army.  In  addition  to  which  it  may  be  stated  (witliout  in  the  most  distant  mnnn^^r 
meaning  to  impute  the  least  particle  of  improper  backwardness  in  public 
service)  that  Commissaries  are,  under  such  circiunstances  of  rapid  and  uncer- 
tain movements,  depending  in  some  measure  upon  the  enemy,  from  obvious 
causes  not  over  anxious  to  bo  put  in  such  charge  of  many  of  such  magazines 
or  depots  as  would  afibrd  the  means  of  accurate  calculation  of  their  amount 
and  value.    The  unprecedented  nature  of  the  service  in  which  most  of  these 
captures  were  made,  and  its  extent  and  the  difficulties  occurring  in  it,  could 
only  be  fairly  estimated  by  those  who  were  eyewitnesses  of  it,  and  will  obviate 
all  surprise  at  there  not  being  very  accurate  accounts.    Your  memorialists, 
therefore,  can  do  no  more  than  refer  to  the  general  knowledge  of  the  number 
and  extent  of  such  captures,  so  well  known  and  so  often  mentioned  in  the 
despatches  detailing  the  operations  of  the  army.    The  particulars  of  the  ord- 
nance stores  found  at  Madrid  and  other  places  in  Spain,  of  which  returns 
have  been  made,  afford  grounds  of  estimate  for  corresponding  quantities  of 
provisions,  forage,  and  other  articles  not  coming  within  the  object  of  those 
returns ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  they  are  the  captures  of  three  succes- 
sive campaigns,  in  which  the  French  were  ultimately  driven  from  that  side  of 
the  Peninsula  and  the  north  of  Spain ;  and  that  Madrid  was  the  centre  depot  of 
the  whole  of  the  enemy's  army  in  tiie  Peninsula ;  and  that  in  the  last  campaign 
the  enemy  were  deprived  of  the  whole  of  the  supplies  upon  which  they  depended 
for  maintaining  their  ground  and  carrying  on  active  operations  in  the  north 
of  Spain,  all  of  which  were  captured ;  and  that  the  depots  at  Madrid  were  very 
large,  and  in  value  more  than  half  the  whole  sum  at  which  your  memorialiste 
put  this  head  ;  and  that  those  at  Badajoz  and  AlmaraE  were  also  very  con- 
siderable :    your  memorialists  trust  that  they  cannot  be  supposed  to  bring 
forward  an  exaggerated  claim  when  they  estimate  this  head  at  150,0002.,  which 
they  are  well  assured  is  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  value  at  wliich  they 
would  have  been  justified  in  putting  it,  if  they  had  posBcssed  the  advantage 
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of  being  able  to  bring  forward  detailed  and  particiilur  accounts  upon  the 
subject. 

3rd.  Upon  the  third  head,  the  only  subject  for  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty's  government  is  the  manner  in  which  the  value  fixed  is  to  be  paid 
here.  Upon  this  your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  principle  upon  which 
the  claim  of  the  army,  as  a  meritorious  one,  rests,  in  such  a  case  is,  that  the 
magazine  captured  a£K>rds  a  supply  which  must  otherwise  have  been  furnished 
or  procured  by  the  British  Commissariat ;  and  that  whether  purchased  with 
money  on  the  spot,  or  paid  for  by  bills  drawn  on  England,  or  furnished  by  a 
contractor,  or  in  the  country  there,  the  exchange  must  necessarily  have  been 
added  to  the  amoimt  of  the  value  as  estimated  by  the  Commissioners.  The 
same  rule  would  have  applied  if  the  magazine  had  been  purchased  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  the  value  at  the  time  among  the  captors,  as  it  could  in 
that  case  have  been  paid  for  in  no  other  way :  your  memorialists  submit 
therefore  the  amount  of  estimate  on  this  head  as  stated  in  the  annexed 
paper. 

4th.  The  fourth  head  relates  to  public  property  captured  at  Bordeaux,  as  in 
the  annexed  paper. 

5th.  And  the  fifth  head  relates  to  the  ships  of  war,  marine  stores,  and 
merchantmen,  also  captured  at  Bordeaux ;  the  amount  of  both  of  which  heads 
has  been  duly  ascertained  in  pursuance  of  directions  from  your  Lordship  for 
that  purpose,  as  will  appear  by  the  accounts  and  particulars  annexed  to  this 
memorial ;  and  your  memorialists  therefore  put  these  heads  together,  as  the 
general  observations  arising  upon  them  equally  apply  to  both.  It  is  necessary 
shortly  to  state  the  circumstances. 

The  battle  of  Orthez  decided  the  fall  of  Bordeaux,  and  the  movement  of 
Marshal  Soult  on  Toulouse  uncovered  it.  The  city  of  Bordeaux  was  entered 
by  the  army  on  the  12th  of  March. 

On  the  next  and  following  days,  the  government  cellars  and  magazines  at 
the  Custom-House  and  Excise,  and  the  depot  of  wine,  with  the  magazines  of 
supplies,  were  taken  possession  of  and  kept 

The  shipping  in  the  Garonne  and  the  ships  of  war  on  the  stocks,  with  the 
arsenal,  powder-magazines,  and  victualling-ofSoe,  were  also  taken  possession 
of,  together  with  the  timber  and  anchors  in  the  dockyard. 

The  city  chest  was  respected,  although  it  might  in  some  respects  be 
considered  public  property,  being  the  duties  levied  on  all  articles  brought  into 
the  city  for  sale. 

The  municipality  were  neither  disturbed  in  their  rights,  nor  questioned 
concerning  their  ftinds ;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  avoid  complaints  on  their 
part  against  the  civil  departments  of  the  army,  and  to  keep  the  dealers,  con- 
tractors, and  suticrs  in  a  proper  state  of  discipline,  the  city  was  authorised  by 
tlie  British  army  to  levy  tlie  duties  on  every  article  (and  even  on  the  cattle) 
brought  in  for  the  army,  and  not  to  restore  it  except  on  a  certificate  of  a 
British  Commissary,  stating  that  the  articles  were  bon&  fide  purchased  for  the 
troops,  and  this  rule  was  observed  until  the  army  quitted  Bordeaux. 

The  merchants'  magazines  were  all  indiscriminately  respected,  although 
they  were  filled  with  bales  of  goods  only  a  few  days  or  hours  before  taken 
from  the  Custom  House  cellars  on  bonds,  and  although  it  was  perfectly 
evident  that  these  goods  were  either  imported  from  America  or  taken  from 
British  captured  vessels. 

When  a  return  of  the  goods  so  taken  out  of  the  Customs  on  the  approach  of 
the  army  was  called  for,  the  Director  of  the  Customs  asked  if  the  army 
claimed  the  duties  on  them  contained  in  the  bonds  in  his  possession.  He  was 
informed  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  decided,  that,  as  the  bonds  were 
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taken  away  by  himself  (the  Director)  when  he  fled,  and  the  goods  hod  passed 
into  the  hands  of  private  people,  neither  the  goods  nor  the  bondB  were 
claimed. 

The  magazines  of  the  American  merchants  and  Consul  wore  even  respected, 
although  the  predatory  conduct  of  the  American  army  in  Upper  Canada  was 
well  known,  and  although  the  propriety  of  retaliation  had  been  suggested. 

Your  memorialists  state  all  these  circumstances  to  show  that  not  only  was 
there  no  eagerness  rigidly  to  enforce  the  rights  of  hostile  capture  at  Bor- 
deaux, but,  on  the  contrary,  the  utmost  forbearance,  and  a  determination  to 
forego  every  claim  upon  which  the  slightest  suspicion  of  doubt  oonld  arisct 
and  many  oven  of  those  which  could  most  clearly  have  been  established. 

The  property  under  these  two  heads  has  already  been  considered  to  be  the 
subject  of  legal  capture.    The  first  was  strictly  public  property,  belonging  to 
the  government  of  the  enemy,  and  more  than  one-third  of  the  last  oousisted 
of  the  men  of  war  and  naval  stores  ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  merchantmen* 
the  enemy  were  so  well  satisfied  of  their  being  the  subject  of  capture,  that  the 
Board  of  Commerce  intimated  its  readiness  to  give  a  considen^le  proportion 
of  their  value  for  their  redemption.    The  property,  therefore,  was  completely 
within  the  power  of  the  captors.    The  redemption  of  it  could  at  any  moment 
have  been  enforced  by  the  threat  of  their  destruction,  and  the  only  obstacle 
to  immediate  removal  was  Fort  Bloye,  which  was  too  weak  to  haye  resisted 
the  attack  about  to  be  nmde  upon  it,  and  was  afterwards  only  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  from  the  same  spirit  of  forbearance, 
arising  out  of  tlie  extraordinary  state  of  afiUirs,  which  ultimately  induced  the 
restoration  to  the  enemy  of  the  captured  property  uninjured.  Your  memorialistSy 
therefore,  submit  that,  as  it  was  in  tlie  power  of  the  captors  to  have  destroyed 
immediately  all  obstacles  to  the  final  assertion  of  the  right  of  capture  by  the 
removal  of  the  property  ,*  that,  as  far  as  the  enemy  was  concerned,  it  was 
completely  in  the  power  of  the  captors ;  under  such  circumstances  no  question 
could   have  arisen  on  any  case  regulated  only  by  the  legal  consequences 
arising  out  of  a  termination  of  hostilities  ;  for,  in  other  coses,  an  actual  treaty 
of  peace  is  seldom  or  ever  permitted  to  interfere  with  previous  captures  by 
fleets  and  armies,  or  even  with  those  made  subsequent  to  peace,  imtil  notice 
shall  have  arrived  at  distant  places ;  and  the  privilege  of  booty  and  prize 
given  by  the  sovereign  to  his  subjects  is  permitted  to  exist  after  the  relation 
of  peace  has  been  established  between  the  hostile  states.    The  circumstances 
of  tlio  present  case  were  as  unlike  any  which  had  preceded  it,  and  as  extraor- 
dinary, as  the  termination  of  the  contest  and  the  final  result ;  and  they  could 
not  but  produce  corresponding  feelings  in  the  minds  of  all  those  engaged  in 
the  contest,  and  exhibit  the  novel  scene  of  the  victorious  Oeneral  of  one  of 
the  hostile  armies  seeking  for  excuses  to  justify  the  restoration  of  the  pro- 
perty in  his  possession  and  power,  instead  of  availing  himself  of  his  irresistible 
means  of  enforcing  the  rights  of  war  and  capture.  A  sacrifice  wliich  no  ordinary 
state  of  circumstances  could  have  required  appeared  to  be  called  for  by  the 
then  critical  and  singular  sttite  of  public  afiairs,  affecting  not  Fmnce  only, 
but  every  state  which  had  been  engaged  in  the  eventful  contest  which  seemed 
about  to  terminate :  every  irritation  of  feeling  which  could  interfere  with  tlie 
most  cordial  reception  of  the  new  state  of  things  was  to  be  avoided,  and  every 
means  resorted  to  of  proving  that  all  hostile  feelings  ended  with  the  termina- 
tion of  the  usurpation  in  which  they  had  originated.    His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  therefore,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army,  although  apprised 
by  the  communication  of  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Advocate  General  of 
the  articles  captured  being  the  subject  of  prize,  determined,  in  the  then  very 
peculiar  state  of  public  offiiirs,  and  to  avoid  discussions  of  a  very  delicate 
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nature  alluded  to  in  that  opinion^upon  the  restoration  of  the  captured  property 
as  one  of  the  means,  and  (considering  the  importance  of  Bordeaux  as  a  port  of 
trade,  and  its  influence  in  the  country  in  which  it  was  situated)  not  an  unim* 
portant  one,  of  producing  a  considerable  influence  in  the  public  feelings  in 
that  country.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  question  wliich  your 
memorialists  have  to  submit  to  His  Majesty's  government  and  to  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  who  has,  by  the  different  communications  which 
have  been  made  upon  the  subject  of  capture  and  booty,  permitted  the  army  to 
hope  for  his  gracious  consideration  of  their  services  in  that  respect,  is, — 
Whether  the  spirit  of  moderation  shown  by  the  army  in  tlie  first  assertion  of 
the  rights  of  capture,  and  the  subsequent  sacrifice  made  at  such  a  period  under 
such  circumstances  and  for  such  an  object,  and  the  readiness  with  which  that 
sacrifice  was  made,  do  not  increase  the  claim  of  the  army  to  favourable 
consideration,  and  acquit  the  army  of  presumption  in  hoping  that  tlie  nation 
will  bear  the  burden  of  this  sacrifice,  and  enable  His  Royal  Highness  to  pursue 
his  gracious  intention  in  favour  of  the  army  in  respect  of  these  captiu*es,  as 
well  as  of  those  which  have  already  come  under  consideration  ? 
.  6th.  Upon  the  sixth  head,  that  of  American  ships  captured  at  Bordeaux 
and  still  in  charge  of  persons  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  and  which  have  been 
legally  declared  subject  of  capture  and  valued  at  22,048Z.,  no  question  can 
arise.  Your  memonulists  upon  this  subject  have  therefore  only  to  suggest  to 
His  Majesty's  government  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  might  not 
be  deemed  more  advisable  that  these  captures  should  be  token  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  army,  and  the  value  consolidated  with  the  other  heads,  and  the 
value  of  the  captures  realised  by  the  government  instead  of  individuals ;  but 
this  is  left  wholly  for  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty's  ministers. 

7th.  The  seventh  head  relates  to  the  gold  and  silver  taken  at  Yitorio,  of 
which  particulars  have  been  given  and  the  amount  ascertained. 

8th.  The  some  observation  applies  also  to  this  head. 

Your  memorialists  are  well  aware  that  the  aggregate  sum  will  appear  to  be 
considerable ;  but  they  are,  at  the  same  time,  satisfied  that  such  a  consideration 
will  produce  no  indisposition  in  the  nation  to  co-operat«  with  His  Majesty's 
government  and  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  their  services.  The  army  has  been  engaged  imder  its  victorious  and 
distinguished  leader  in  seven  laborious  campaigns.  The  glory  of  their  country, 
the  honour  of  His  Majesty's  arms,  and  a  successful  conclusion  of  the  eventful 
contest  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  and  not  capture  or  booty,  have 
been  the  object  of  their  imceosing  exertions  and  invincible  perseverance. 
They  have  been  rewarded  by  the  applauses  of  their  Sovereign  and  their 
country,  and  by  the  proud  consciousness  of  having  contributed  their  efforts  to 
establishing  a  character  for  the  British  army  which  will  live  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  posterity  ;  they  have  been  actuated  by  no  mercenary  feelings,  nor  are 
they  now  ;  but,  having  been  led  to  hope  for  the  distribution  of  the  captures 
and  booty  made  by  their  exertions,  your  memorialists  have  felt  themselves 
bound,  in  justice  to  his  Grace  and  the  army,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
entrusted  to  them,  to  state  their  grounds  of  claim  ;  and  when  it  is  considered 
that  whatever  sum  is  granted,  however  large,  is  to  be  divided  among  about 
100,000  souls,  and  for  seven  years  of  service,  in  which  upwards  of  twelve 
general  actions,  besides  others  of  an  inferior  description,  have  been 
fought,  and  four  or  five  sieges  carried  on,  and  in  which  no  distribution  of 
prize  or  booty  has  yet  taken  place ;  your  memorialists  trust  that  the  sum 
specified  in  the  annexed  paper,  for  wliich  they  have  thus  ventured  to  prefer 
the  claim  of  the  army,  will  not  be  deemed  more  than,  under  the  circum- 
stances, they  may  be  fairly  entitled  to  expect ;  and  your  memorialists  hope, 
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therefore,  that  thoy  may  prcsiime  to  request  the  favonrable  reoommendatioii 
of  His  Majesty's  goTcniment  to  His  Royal  Highness  of  the  claims  of  his 
Grace  and  the  army  under  his  command. 

William  Robe. 

GoLiN  Campbell. 

Abchibald  Gamtbell. 

Suffolk  Street,  9th  Feb.,  1815. 


111. 


Statement  of  the  Value  of  the  Public  Property  captured  in  the  Kingd<HDs 
of  Portugal,  Si)ain,  and  France,  by  the  Army  recently  under  the 
command  of  Field  Marshal  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Welukgtok,  and 
claimed  by  them  as  Booty  or  Prize  Money. 


Number 
of  each 
Article. 


3 


Nature  or  DescripUon  of  the  Property. 


Ordnance,  ammunition,  and  ordnance  stores  cap- 
tured in  the  tliree  kingdoms  above  mentioned,  as 
by  detailed  accounts  of  particulars  and  vouchers 
dclivere<l  to  tlio  Board  of  Ordnance  by  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  which 
have  been  examined  by  that  department,  and 
which  will  be  reported  on 

Provisions,  stores,  and  forage  taken  at  Merida, 
Olivenza,  Badajoz,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Levang, 
Salamanca,  Almaraz,  Segovia,  Madrid,  Arevalo, 
Yitoria,  and  numerous  other  places  in  Spain    . . 

Provisions,  stores,  and  forage  taken  at  Mont  de 
Marsan  and  other  places  in  France,  as  by  the 
account  of  particulars  and  documents  rendered 
by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose 
in  pursuance  of  the  directions  contamca  in 
Earl  Bathurst*s  letter,  dated  4th  May,  1814.  to 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  tiie  amount 
of  which  has  been  recommended  to  be  paid  to 
the  army,  including  tbe  difference  between  the 
par  and  the  rate  of  exchange  at  the  time  of  the 
capture 

Public  property  at  Bordeaux,  arising  from  the 
duties  payable  to  tlio  government  of  France  on 
goods  of  various  descriptions  held  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  payment  of  these  duties,  wliich 
goods  were  captured  by  the  British  army,  and 
arc  now  in  charge  of  the  French  authorities  and 
an  agent  for  the  said  army  at  Bordeaux ;  as  by 
the  account  of  particulars  and  documents  ren- 
dered by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose  in  pureuance  of  tlie  directions  contained 
in  Earl  Bathursf  s  letter,  dat^  4th  May,  1814, 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington 

Carried  forward     .. 


Amount. 


JC.         9.     d. 


285.908  IG    2| 


150,000     0    0 


139, 8G8     3    7f 


107,026  10    0 


682,803     9  lOi 
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Statement,  &c. — continued. 


Number 
of  each 
Article. 


8 


Nature  or  Description  of  the  Property. 


Brought  forward 

Ships  of  war  belongmg  to  France  captured       £. 

at  Bordeaux *-      ..     64,095 

Ordnance  and  Marine  stores  do 17,000 


•  •  • 


81 ,005 
96,768 


Merchant  vessels  do.  .. 

as  by  regular  valuation  made  at  the  time  of 
capture,  and  accounts  of  particulars  and  docu- 
nients  rendered  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
for  tliat  purpose  in  pursuance  of  tiio  directions 
contained  in  Earl  Bathursts  letter,  dated  4th 
May,  1814,  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington 

American  ships  captured  at  Bordeaux,  and  still 
there  in  charge  of  the  agents  of  the  British 
army,  as  by  accounts  of  particulars  and  documents 
rendered  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  contained 
in  Earl  Bathursfs  letter,  dated  4th  May,  1814, 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington 

Gold  'and  silver  taken  at  Yitoria,  which  was  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Commissary-General,  inclu- 
ding the  regular  exchange  thereon ;  and  also  the 
value  of  10  bars  of  silver  lodged  in  the  Bank  of 
England 

Gold  and  silver  received  at  other  places  by  sundry 
commissaries,  as  by  account  of  particulars 


Total  amount 


Amount. 


£.         8.   d. 
6S2.803    9  lOi 


177,863    0    0 


22,048    0    0 


31,276    5    8 
2,459    7    0 


916,450    2    6} 


William  Robe. 
Colin  Campbell. 
Archibald  Campbell. 


The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  t§  Earl  Bathurst. 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Brussels,  10th  Feb.,  1815. 

Having  received  an  application  from  the  Dutch  government  to  give  over 
to  officers  appointed  by  them  all  the  articles  belonging  to  the  artillery  and 
engineer  department  in  the  different  fortified  places  occupied  by  British 
troops,  I  have  refused  doing  so  until  I  had  received  instructions  from  the 
British  government  on  this  head ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  would 
be  placing  the  British  officers  commanding  in  the  different  strong  places  in 
a  very  disagreeable  situation  if  they  thus  became  dependent  upon  Dutch 
officers  of  artillery  and  engineers,  and  would  give  rise  to  a  great  man^ 
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unpleasant  discussions  between  them.  I  hope,  therefore,  yon  will  send  roe 
directions  not  to  give  them  up,  which  it  seems  to  me  could  very  easily  be 
done  on  the  plea  of  the  departure  of  the  British  troops  from  this  country 
not  being  very  distant,  and  it  being,  therefore,  desirable  that  till  then  evoy 
thing  should  remain  on  the  same  footing  as  it  is  at  i>resent. 

Ever  most  truly  yours, 

William,  Heked.  Prince  of  Ouakge. 

1  l)cg  you  will  send  me  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Mr,  Canning, 

My  dear  Canning,  Fife  House,  IGth  Feb^  1815. 

You  will  i)erhaps  have  learnt  from  others  both  the  fate  of  the  property 
tax  and  the  decision  of  government  on  the  important  subject  of  com. 

After  all  we  recollect  of  the  property  tax  and  the  patient  manner  in  which 
the  country  has  submitted  to  it  for  so  many  years,  I  conld  not  have  con- 
ceived that  so  strong  a  prejudice  could  have  been  created  against  it ;  but  a 
variety  of  circumstances  have  operated  very  unfortunately  with  respect  to 
this  measure. 

Ilie  farming  interest  throughout  a  great  part  of  the  country  have  suf- 
fered so  considerably  within  the  last  few  months,  that  it  is  very  much 
doubted  whether  a  large  proportion  of  them  could  have  paid  their  share  of 
the  tax.     If  we  had  once  begun  to  modify  it,  there  would  have  been  no  end 
to  the  difficulties  in  which  we  should  have  been  involved.     Indeed  if  the 
property  tax  was  susceptible  of  modification  upon  any  equitable  principle, 
it  must  be  obvious  that  we  should  have  gone  to  the  consideration  of  this 
question  with  every  possible  disadvantage  at  a  moment  when  so  strong  a 
prejudice  existed  against  the  principle  of  the  tax  itself,  and  when  an  idea 
was  prevalent,  however  erroneous,  that  the  faith  of  Parliament  was  pledget! 
to  its  expimtion  on  the  5th  April  next.     If  we  could  have  hoped  to  have 
carried  tlie  lax  for  three  or  four  years,  it  would  have  been  worth  a  severe 
contest;  but  it  soon  became  quite  clear  that  we  had  no  chance  of  inducing 
Parliament  to  continue  it  for  more  than  one  year,  and  though   this  would 
have  been  a  present  relief  to  our  financial  measures,  we  should  have  been 
put  to  the  same  embarrassment  about  finding  substitutes  in  the  next  session 
of  Parliament,  and  it  was  thought,  therefore,  that  by  meeting  the  feelings 
of  the  country  uix)n  the  question  at  this  time,  we  should  find  them  better 
disix)8cd  than  they  might  be  a  twelvemonth  hence  to  consider  fairly  those 
taxes  which  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  impose,  ujon  the  discontinuance 
of  the  property  tax. 

1  will  not  now  trouble  you  with  the  detail  of  the  measures  which  Van- 
sittart  will  propose  in  the  Committee  of  Finance  on  Monday  next ;  but  in 
order  that  you  may  have  a  general  idea  upon  the  subject,  1  will  just  state 
that  he  intends  to  propose  as  nearly  as  possible  5,000,000Z.  of  taxes,  viz., 
80  per  cent,  upon  the  assessed  taxes  of  carriages,  horses,  and  servants ;  a 
small  addition  to  the  house  tax,  but  none  to  the  window  tax ;  an  addition 
of  about  800,000/.  to  the  Stamps  and  Post  Office,  and  about  400,000/.  on 
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wine ;  besides  some  other  articles  which  are  not  yet  quite  settled,  but  will 
make  up  the  difference. 

These  taxes,  if  they  should  pass,  would  fully  defray  the  interest  and 
sinking  fund  of  any  loans  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  ndse  for  the  next 
four  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1819  the  sinking  fund  will  have  reached 
Mr.  Pitt's  maximum  of  a  45th  part  of  the  national  debt ;  that  is,  it  will 
pay  off  the  whole  national  debt  at  simple  interest  in  forty-five  years  from 
that  time.  The  accumulations  of  it  will  then,  therefore,  be  fairlv  at  the 
disix)6al  of  the  public,  according  to  his  principle,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
peace  establishment  or  of  reduction  of  taxes. 

This  [)lan,  you  will  see,  involves  the  inconvenience  of  piace  loans  for  a 
much  longer  period  than  could  be  desirable ;  but  if  the  property  tax  is  taken 
off,  there  is  no  way  in  which  this  evil  can  be  avoided,  and  the  amount  of 
the  sinking  fund,  which  in  1819  will  be  15,000,000?.,  will  more  than  com- 
pensate any  inconvenience  which  loans  to  a  small  extent  can  be  expected  to 
have  on  the  money  market.  There  are  many  who  doubt  whether  the 
market  will  be  able  to  bear  so  large  a  sinking  fund  as  15,000,000/.  in  time 
of  peace.  This,  however,  can  only  be  ascertained  by  experience ;  and  till 
experience  warrants  a  reduction  of  it,  1  should  feel  an  insuperable  objection 
to  depart  from  the  original  principle  laid  down  when  the  sinking  fimd  was 
first  established. 

We  have  had  several  meetings  of  members  of  all  parties  on  the  subject  of 
the  corn  laws,  and  it  is  determined  to  take  the  matter  up  as  a  question  of 
government.  The  country  gentlemen  in  opposition  and  the  Irish  promise 
most  cordial  support.  We  do  not  propose  to  push  the  protecting  price 
beyond  80s.  per  quarter ;  but  we  shall  meet  with  serious  opposition  in  going 
thus  far.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  such  a  price  is  desirable  for  tlie 
purix)se  of  giving  a  proper  stimulus  to  the  s^culture  of  the  country ;  and 
if  the  measure  should  bo  adopted,  I  do  not  despair  of  the  United  Kingdom 
being  able  to  feed  itself  in  the  coiirse  of  a  few  years,  except  in  very  bad 
seasons.  The  deficiency  of  Great  Britain  may  certainly  be  made  up  from 
Ireland,  if  due  encouragement  is  given  to  investing  capital  in  agriculture  in 
that  country ;  and  the  measure  will  have  the  further  advantage  of  civilising 
and  improving  that  part  of  the  empire  more  rapidly  and  in  a  greater  degree 
than  any  other  project  that  could  be  devised. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  you  have  been  enabled  to  lodge  yourself  so 
agreeably,  and  that  you  go  on  with  such  perfect  harmony  with  Lord  Beres- 
ford.  Lord  Bathurst  will  write  to  you  by  this  packet  or  the  next  on  pecu- 
niary affairs.  We  have  no  intelligence  whatever  from  the  Brazils  of  Sir  J. 
Beresford's  arrival. 

LiVEBPOOL. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Mr,  Canning, 

My  dear  Cannino,  Fife  House,  16th  Feb.,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  several  private  letters,  for  which  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you.  I  have  consulted  Vansittart  respecting  Chinnery,  and  wo 
have  agreed  to  give  him  six  months*  leave  of  absence  in  consequence  of  the 
circumstances  stated  by  you  in  your  letter  of  the  23rd  ult.    It  will  bo 
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necessary,  however,  that  he  should  return  to  the  Treasniy  at  the  expired 
of  the  time  fixed,  as  it  has  heen  very  unusual  to  permit  the  clerks  at  the 
Treasury  to  he  engaged  in  any  official  duty  which  shall  draw  them  ham 
the  service  of  that  department.  You  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  the  practice 
of  attaching  the  clerks  in  the  Foreign  Office  occasionally  to  ministers  ahroad 
is  a  most  serious  injury  to  the  efficiency  of  that  office,  and  yet  there  are 
reasons  which  justify  such  an  indulgence  as  to  the  gentlemen  in  that  depart- 
ment which  would  not  apply  to  any  other  office  imder  the  government. 

I  have  desired  Hamilton  to  send  you  by  this  packet  the  copy  of  the 
treaties  which  have  been  concluded  with  Portugal  at  Vienna  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade.  The  most  material  question  of  the  total  abolition  north 
of  the  Line  may  be  considered  now  as  finally  settled  with  respect  to  every 
Power  except  Simin,  and  it  is  mere  perverseness  that  can  induce  the  Spanish 
government  to  hold  out  on  this  part  of  the  question,  as  they  have  neither 
factory  nor  settlement  on  the  northern  coast  of  Africa,  and  never,  in  &ct, 
bought  a  slave  there  on  Spanish  account. 

The  Portuguese  government,  as  well  as  the  Spanish,  are  still  desirous  of 
putting  off  the  final  abolition  for  eight  years.  This  has  been  resisted  by  all 
the  other  Powers  at  Vienna,  and  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  plenipoten- 
tiaries have  been  desired  to  apply  to  their  governments  for  further  instroc- 
tions.  The  French  government  has  behaved  very  well  upon  the  qnestion, 
and  1  do  not  de8i)air  of  inducing  them  to  modify  the  original  condition  now 
that  the  fate  of  St.  Domingo  must  be  considered  as  determined.  I  think 
Wilberforce  and  Stephen  are  both  satisfied  that  it  has  been  much  more 
prudent  to  manage  France  on  this  question  than  to  drive  her  into  a  con- 
nexion with  Spain  and  Portugal  upon  it,  by  taking  too  high  and  peremptory 
a  tone. 

We  have  indeed  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
France  on  all  the  points  which  have  been  under  discussion  at  Vienna.  On 
every  material  question  we  have  agreed,  and  I  entertain  not  the  least  doubt 
of  the  sincere  desire  of  the  King  of  France  and  of  his  ministers  to  repress 
all  the  lurking  sentiments  of  military  ambition  which  still  pervade  the 
army,  and  which  we  cannot  expect  sltould  be  wholly  extinguished  for  some 
time. 

Castlereagh  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  formal  protest  as  to  the  arrange- 
ment respecting  Poland,  and  in  this  protest  France  has  concurred.  The 
question  which  has  since  created  the  most  agitation  is  that  of  Saxony.  We 
have  reason  to  hope  it  will  be  amicably  adjusted.  Austria  and  France  have 
both  strenuously  resisted  the  annexation  of  Saxony  to  Prussia.  We  think 
it  fair  that  the  King  of  Saxony,  having  been  till  he  was  made  a  prisoner  the 
most  steady  ally  of  Buonaparte,  should  under  such  circumstances  lose  a 
part  of  his  dominions,  and  that  the  King  of  Prussia  should  profit  in  consc- 
<iuence ;  but  we  do  not  wish  to  sec  Saxony  annihilated  as  an  independent 
state.  It  would  create  serious  discontent  and  ill-blood  throughout  Germany  ; 
and  if  the  project  had  been  adopted  of  indemnifying  the  King  of  Saxony  for 
the  loss  of  his  former  dominions  by  placing  him  between  the  Rhine  and  the 
Mouse,  such  an  arrangement  would  have  been  decidedly  against  the  interests 
of  this  country.  Our  policy  must  be  that  Prussia  should  bo  in  contact  with 
the  Low  Countries,  and  if  possible  with  France  ;  and  the  intervention  of  a 
part  at  least  of  Saxony  between  Prussia  and  Austria,  as  it  may  i>revent 
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oollision  between  those  two  Powers,  appears  likewise,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  be  for  the  general  benefit  of  Europe. 

You  will  have  heard  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  having  gone  to  Vienna 
to  replace  Castlereagh  as  soon  as  the  business  can  be  conveniently  transferred 
to  him.  I  think  we  may,  therefore,  expect  to  have  Castlereagh  in  his 
place  in  the  Ilouse  of  Commons  the  end  of  this  month,  or  the  beginning  of 
March. 

LlVRRPOOL. 


F.  8,  lAirpenty  Esq.*  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingioti. 

My  Lobd,  East  Sheen,  Surrey,  17th  Feb.,  1815. 

As  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Murray,  which  appears  this  day 
in  the  public  prints,  may  perhaps  be  contrary  to  your  Grace's  expectations, 
and  you  may  naturally  feel  some  curiosity  to  know,  in  some  degree,  upon 
what  grounds  generally  the  Court  proceeded  in  forming  their  judgment,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  these  few  lines,  more  particularly  as  you 
expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  communicate  anything  particular  that 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings.  The  Court  seems  to  me  to  have 
considered  that  though  the  enabling  the  Spaniards  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  open  country  in  Valencia  was  the  leading  object  of  your  Grace's 
instructions,  the  taking  of  Tarragona,  if  possible,  was  also  an  object  of 
the  greatest  importance ;  and  that  Sir  J.  Murray  was  therefore  justified  in 
persevering  in  the  siege  and  taking  all  chances  as  long  as  he  was  at  the 
same  time  promoting  the  first  object,  and  provided  he  left  time  to  preserve 
the  guns  and  stores  which  he  had  on  shore. 

The  Court  was  also,  I  beUeve,  satisfied  that,  in  point  of  fact,  he  had  time 
to  have  done  so  when  he  abandoned  the  stores  and  spiked  the  guns ;  aud 
that  Sir  John  Murray  had  no  good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  French 
were  in  such  force  so  near  him  as  to  make  what  he  did  absolutely  necessary, 
as  it  appeared  that  it  was  only  an  advanced  guard  of  Decaen  which  was  at 
Villafranca,  and  only  an  advanced  guard  of  Suchet  which  was  at  Peril lo  on 
the  12th,  and  not  the  main  body  in  either  case.     Acting  upon  these 
groimds,  the  Court  found  Sir  John  guilty  of  abandoning  the  guns  without 
cause,  which  was  the  principal  part  of  the  third  charge,  but  acquitted 
him  of  the  remainder  as  to  the  neglect  of  all  previous  preparations,  &c, 
and  also  of  the  whole  of  the  first  charge,  namely,  the  continuing  the  siege 
too  long  without  any  object,  because  the  members  considered  that,  under 
the  instructions,  every  possible  chance  was  to  be  taken  advantage  of  to 
obtain  Tarragona ;  and  that,  in  fact,  no  previous  arrangements  were  neces- 
sary before  the  night  of  the  11th  of  June,  as  he  then,  in  truth,  had  time 
for  every  thing  to  have  been  preserved,  had  he  attended  accurately  to  the 
information,  and  had  proper  officers  on  the  look-out,  as  to  which  there 
seemed  to  be  some  neglect.    Conceiving,  however,  the  whole  conduct  to 
have  ansen  only  from  an  error  in  judgment,  and  not  from  a  worse  motive 
or  cause,  and  considering  the  peculiar  circumstances  uf  the  trial  and  the 

*  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  Goncnil,  ou  the  btaff  of  the  Duke  of  Wclliugton 
iu  the  Pemnsula. 
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len<:t)i  of  time  il  had  lmn«;  over  Sir  J.  Murray,  tbc  sentence  whb  maiU 
uiihl  us  iH)88ible  forBUch  a  military  ofifence,  namely,  to  be  admonisliet!  ot 
And  as  I  conceive  tliis  will  answer  every  reasonable  purj>ose  of  prevt 
in<;  tlie  employment  of  Sir  Jolm  Murray  in  sucb  a  situation  again, 
should  \n)\)0  it  would  he,  as  I  am  told  it  is,  a  satisfactory  Beutouce,  ( 
really  approved  by  the  Prince  Regent. 

With  regard  to  the  second  charge,  as  to  the  disobedience  of  ordere  in  : 
H'tuniing  immediately  to  Valencia  to  assist  the  Duko  del  Parque, 
Court  thought  that,  uiK)n  the  whole,  the  instructions  pave  Sir  Johi 
certain  latitude  as  to  the  exact  time  of  his  return  to  Valencia,  rely 
l»rincii»ally  on  the  words,  **  Wlion  you  shall  have  raised  the  siege,  or,  at 
eventij,  when  yoa  shall  return,"  &c.,  provided  he  had  good  cause  for 
delay. 

And  considering  that  the  second  landing  at  the  Coll  de  Balaguer  and  i 
delay  there  did,  in  fact,  ojjerate  strongly  as  a  diversion  in  favour  of  ' 
S])suiiards,  and  therefore  came  within  the  spirit  of  tbe  instructions 
keeping  Suchet  out  of  Valencia  the  longer,  and  giving  the  Duke  del  Tare 
a  l>etter  chance  of  success,  the  Court  conceived  this  to  be  a  compliai 
with  the  first  main  object,  and  therefore  acquitted  Sir  J.  Murray  on  t 
second  charge  also.  1  conclude  General  Murray  had  discovered  that 
tirst  ground  t^iken  in  his  letters  to  your  Grace  for  this  conduct,  name 
the  hoiHj  of  cutting  oft*  the  French  division  at  Valdillos,  was  found  d 
temible ;  and  certainly  he  does  api^ear  to  me  to  have  mended  bis  case 
his  present  defence,  and  to  have  made  it  at  least  much  more  ])lau8ible, 
not  satisfactory  to  your  Grace.  I  soon  discovered  the  tuni  the  case  ui 
taking,  and  it  was  on  that  account  I  rcplied  on  the  two  lirst  charges 
stronger  terms  than  I  should  have;  otherwise  done,  lest  it  should  lie  ss 
that  govennnent  had  endeavoured  to  shelter  Sir  John,  and  bad  instruct 
me  not  to  ])ress  hard  ui>on  him.  I  had  also  the  less  scruple  in  eo  doing 
it  obviously  (in  the  views  entertiiined  by  the  Court)  tended  to  lighten  a 
relieve  (ienenil  Murray  from  the  weight  of  the  third  charge.  I  was  thei 
fore  almost  doing  him  a  benefit,  rather  than  an  injury,  and  doing  niy  du 
at  the  simie  time,  which  1  hope  your  Grace  will  think  1  have  not  ueglectc 
however  the  case  may  have  terminated  contrary  to  what  you  may  ha 
exjxjctetl. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

Francis  Seyhoub  Labpekt. 

P.S.  I  have  not  rcceive<l  my  final  directions  as  to  Gibraltar,  but  bcliei 
I  am  to  go  as  soon  as  the  arrangements  are  made. 

P.S.  1  delay eil  sending  this  to  the  last,  in  the  hope  of  i>rocuring  a  cc»p 
of  the  order  from  the  Horse  Guards ;  but  as  yet,  though  the  sentence 
public,  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  so. 
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To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 
My  Lord,  Vienna,  18th  Feb.,  1815. 

The  Baron  de  Wessenberg  still  continues  unwell,  and  no 
progress  has  been  made  on  any  of  the  points  remaining  for 
negotiation  when  you  left  Vienna. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries  have  concurred  in  leaving  the 
fate  of  the  Valteline  to  be  decided  hereafter,  and  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  has  agreed  that  if  that  country  is  to  become  part  of 
Switzerland,  it  shall  be  a  20th  canton ;  and  I  think  he  will  agree 
to  defer  the  decision  till  the  affairs  of  Italy  will  be  taken  into 
consideration.  There  will  remain  then  only  Geneva  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  hope  that  the  King  of 
Sardinia  will  cede  the  territory  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  town,  upon  an  assurance  of  receiving  the  permanent  pos- 
session of  the  Genoese  imperial  fiefs. 

Monsieur  Capo  d'Istria  informed  me  yesterday  that  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  had  told  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand,  in  the  con- 
versation he  had  with  him  previous  to  your  departure,  that  His 
Majesty  wished  that,  in  consequence  of  His  Majesty's  concur- 
rence with  the  other  Powers  in  the  measures  which  should  be 
adopted  respecting  Naples,  the  French  plenipotentiaries  should 
give  every  facility  for  the  performance  of  the  promises  made  by 
the  Allies  to  Geneva. 

The  Empress  Maria  Louisa  has  written  again  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  to  request  His  Imperial  Majesty's  protection  of 
her  rights  under  the  Treaty  of  Fontainebleau ;  and  I  understand 
that  the  French  plenipotentiaries  are  satisfied  that  no  further 
steps  can  be  taken  at  this  moment  regarding  the  settlement  of 
Italy. 

The  continued  illness  of  Monsieur  de  Wessenberg  is  stated 
as  the  reason  for  the  continued  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the 
question  between  Bavaria  and  Austria.  I  believe  the  preten- 
sions of  the  King  of  Bavaria  are  more  extravagant  than  the 
Prince  de  Mettemich  supposes.  In  a  casual  conversation  with 
me  the  other  day,  the  Prince  de  Wrede  adverted  to  the  aggran- 
disement of  Hanover,  and  compared  the  claims  of  Hanover  for 
services  rendered  to  the  general  cause  with  those  of  Bavaria. 
Prince  Mettemich  appears  to  think  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
settle  with  Bavaria  at  all,  without  taking  from  the  Grand  Duke 


[  837.  ] 
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of  Baden  the  territories  belon^ng  to  the  Palatinate  which  he 
has  upon  the  Rhine,  upon  very  inadequate  compensation. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Russian  cabinet  are  very  jealous  of  the 
delay  in  the  Bavarian  negotiation,  and  are  desirous  of  calling 
together  the  Commission  of  Five,  in  order  to  bring  Prince  Met- 
temich  to  an  explanation  of  its  causes,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are 
to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  continued  illness  of  Baron  Wessen- 
berg. 

I  enclose  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  note  and  of  its  enclo- 
sures which  I  have  received  from  Prince  de  Wrede,  in  which  you 
will  observe  that  he  has  proposed  that  the  Ionian  Islands  should 
be  given  to  Prince  Eugene  in  compensation  for  his  clmms  under 
the  Treaty  of  Fontainebleau.  I  have  not  thought  it  proper  to 
^ve  any  official  answer  to  this  note,  because  I  consider  the 
period  not  yet  arrived  for  the  consideration  of  the  final  disposal 
of  the  Ionian  Islands.  But  I  have  stated  to  Prince  Mettei-nich, 
the  Count  de  Nesselrode  and  Monsieur  de  Capo  d'Istria, 
all  the  reasons  against  this  disposal  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  in 
which  they  have  entirely  concurred  ;  and  from  all  I  have  heard, 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  proposition  was  brought  forward 
against  the  instructions  of  Prince  Eugene.  I  shall  see  the  Prince 
de  Wrede  this  day,  and  will  state  the  same  objections  to  him. 

Besides  a  very  large  personal  property  in  the  kingdom  of 
Italy,  which  has  been  restored  to  Prince  Eugene,  as  appears  by 
the  enclosed  papers,  his  estates  in  the  Legations  are  worth  more 
than  50,000/.  per  annum,  so  that  it  will  not  be  very  difficult  to 
give  him  an  "  etablissement  convenable  hors  de  France."  The 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainebleau  which  relates  to  him  does 
not  provide  that  he  should  be  independent,  notwithstanding  that 
Prince  de  Wrede  uses  that  expression  in  his  note ;  and  con- 
sidering that  Prince  Eugene  was  a  subject  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  although  employed  in  a  high  confidential  situation 
and  married  to  the  ELing  of  Bavaria's  daughter,  a  provision  which 
should  not  leave  him  in  an  independent  situation  would  appear 
to  be  exactly  what  was  meant  to  be  described  by  the  term 
**  convenable."  Such  a  provision  would  be  more  suitable  to  the 
political  circumstances  of  Germany  and  Italy  than  one  which 
should  leave  him  independent 

Monsieur  de  Lowenhielm  called  upon  me  yesterday,  and  after 
a  long  discussion  of  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  he 
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said  that  his  business  here  related  solely  to  Pomerania,  which 
the  Prince  Royal  was  determined  not  to  ^ve  up.  I  repeated 
to  him  the  reasoning  in  your  Lordship^s  despatch  to  Mr. 
Thornton,  which  I  would  have  communicated  to  him  if  there 
had  been  a  copy  of  it  here,  and  I  told  him  that  I  was  astonished 
that  he  had  not  taken  the  opportunity  which  I  knew  he  bad  bad 
in  an  interview  with  you  previous  to  your  departure,  to  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  he  had  then  expressed,  which 
I  informed  him  I  should,  of  course,  report  to  my  government. 
I  likewise  told  him  that  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  he  would 
find  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  in  the  same  disposition  with 
ourselves,  as  expressed  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  to  Mr. 
Thornton. 

At  the  close  of  the  discussion  he  lowered  his  tone  very  con- 
siderably, and  said  that  Pomerania  could  not  be  given  up  unless 
the  expenses  in  taking  possession  of  Norway  were  paid  ;  but  I 
could  not  bring  him  to  any  further  concession. 

I  have  informed  Count  Nesselrode  of  these  sentiments  of 
Monsieur  de  Lowenhielm,  who  has  promised  me  to  lay  before 
the  Emperor  to-morrow  the  copy  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  to 
Mr.  Thornton,  which  you  had  given  to  him,  and  to  urge  His 
Majesty  to  hold  the  same  language  to  the  Prince  Royal  and  to 
his  minister  here.  He  has  allowed  me  to  take  a  copy  of  the 
despatch,  which  I  will  communicate  to  Monsieur  de  Lowenhielm. 

Prince  Radzivil  called  upon  me  yesterday,  and  after  adverting 
to  the  promises  made  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  the  Poles, 
and  reading  the  constitution  according  to  which  His  Majesty 
had  promised  they  should  be  governed,  he  said  that  he  was 
apprehensive  that  His  Majesty  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
departing  from  his  promises  to  please  his  Russian  subjects ;  and 
that  even  if  the  system  should  be  completely  carried  into  exe- 
cution in  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  it  would  not  be  extended  to  the 
Polish  provinces  which  had  been  under  the  dominion  of  Russia 
before  the  war,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  Prussian  and 
Austrian  governments,  but  particularly  the  latter,  showed  but 
little  inclination  to  adopt  the  liberal  principles  in  regard  to  the 
Poles  recommended  by  your  Lordship  to  those  Powers.  Under 
these  circumstances.  Prince  Radzivil  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
subject  should  be  taken  up  again  in  the  conferences  of  the  Five 
Powers,  and  that  I  should  propose  that  the  Emperor  should  take 
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upon  himself  the  title  of  King  of  Poland,  and  should  govern  all 
his  Polish  subjects  according  to  the  constitution  he  had  promised 
them,  and  that  the  other  Powers  should  conform  to  the  same  as 
far  as  was  practicable. 

I  could  not  discover  from  what  he  said  whether  Prince  Badzivil 
had  or  not  been  sent  by  the  Emperor ;  but  I  told  him  that  I 
could  not  again  revive  the  subject  of  Poland,  nor  could  I  repeat 
unnecessarily  what  your  Lordship  had  entered  upon  the  Pro- 
tocol of  the  conferences  of  the  Five  Powers  regarding  that 
kingdom ;  that  it  would  be  highly  satisfactory  to  us  to  find  that 
the  Poles  were  well  governed  by  the  different  Powers  under 
which  they  were  placed,  and  we  should  applaud  any  liberal 
system  according  to  which  any  of  the  Powers  should  announce 
to  the  world  that  they  intended  to  govern  their  Polish  subjects ; 
but  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  propose  such  a  system,  or  to 
go  further  than  your  Lordship  had  done. 

The  object  of  this  conversation  appeared  to  be  the  same  as 
that  of  Prince  Czartoriski  with  your  Lordship  on  the  same 
subject ;  and  as  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Emperor  is  de^rous  to 
get  rid  of  the  embarrassment  in  which  he  finds  himself  by  the 
importunities  of  his  Polish  subjects  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
objections  of  the  Russians  to  the  system  proposed  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Poland  on  the  other,  by  our  interference,  I  conclude 
that  these  communications  are  quite  unauthorized^  and  are  made 
by  the  Poles  with  a  view  to  bring  the  Emperor's  sincerity  to  a 
test  through  our  means. 

I  have,  &c, 

Wellington. 


[  838.  ]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  LoBD,  Vienna.  18th  Feb..  1815. 

1  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Prince  Wrede  on  the 
subject  of  the  ratification  and  acceptance  by  the  Prince  Kegeut 
of  the  act  by  which  the  King  of  Bavaria  has  acceded  to  the 
alliance  of  the  3rd  January,  1815.* 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


*  Lc^ttA.'r  not  I'oiuid. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Castlereaqh,  Fife  House,  20th  Feb.,  1815. 

I  have  received  vour  letter  from  Vienna  of  the  6th  instant,  and  have  been 
very  glad  to  find  that  you  had  determined  to  return  to  England  through 
Paris.  Your  audience  of  the  King  of  France  may  be  productive  of  many 
advantageous  ef)e<^s,  and  may  at  this  moment  be  particularly  useful  in 
smoothing  difficulties  on  the  Neapolitan  question. 

I  have  already  fully  communicated  to  you  and  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
the  sentiments  of  our  government  on  this  point.  Ton  will  not  have  been 
three  days  in  London  before  you  will  have  been  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  absolute  impracticability  of  our  engaging  in  any  military  operations 
for  the  purpose  of  driving  Murat  from  the  throne  of  Naples.  The  truth  is, 
the  country  at  this  moment  is  peace  mad.  Many  of  our  best  friends  think 
of  nothing  but  the  reduction  of  taxes  and  low  establishments,  and  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  we  could  involve  the  country  in  a  war  at  this  moment 
for  objects  which,  on  every  principle  of  sound  policy,  ought  to  lead  to  it, 
'J'his,  like  all  other  popular  sentiments  in  a  country  such  as  ours,  will  wear 
out ;  but  after  such  a  contest  for  twenty  years  we  must  let  people  taste 
something  of  the  blessings  of  peace  before  we  can  expect  fairly  to  screw  them 
up  to  a  war  spirit,  even  in  a  just  cause. 

I  am  fully  sensible  of  all  the  inconveniences  of  leaving  Murat  on  the 
throne  of  Naples,  and  enter  into  all  the  personal  feelings  of  the  King  of 
France  on  this  subject ;  but  I  think  for  his  own  interest  and  for  that  of  the 
French  nation  His  Majesty  ought  to  consider  well  before  he  embarks  in 
military  operations  for  the  purpose  of  expelling  Murat.  Any  attempt  of 
this  sort  might  be  fatal  to  the  Bourbons  in  France,  if  it  failed  of  success, 
and  should  be  made,  therefore,  with  such  an  overpowering  force  as  to  render 
resistance  hopeless.  But  is  it  certain  that  a  French  army  could  be  trusted 
on  this  service  ?  I  know  there  are  many  persons  attaclicd  to  the  Bourbons 
who  are  of  opinion  that  the  greater  part  of  such  an  amiy  would  desert  if 
opposed  to  Murat,  especially  if  there  were  any  prosi^ect  of  Murat  being 
joined  by  Buonaparte.  This  opinion,  whether  true  or  false,  cannot  at  least 
be  regarded  as  improbable,  when  the  spirit  which  is  known  to  actuate  so 
large  a  part  of  the  French  army  is  taken  into  the  account,  and  ought  to  be 
most  seriously  weighed  by  the  King  of  France  and  his  ministers  before 
they  embark  in  an  undertaking  which  must,  at  all  events,  be  extremely 
hazardous. 

I  should  have  the  less  difficulty  in  bringing  these  considerations  under 
the  serious  view  of  the  French  government,  as  I  have  no  scruple  in  avowing 
that  the  keystone  of  all  my  external  policy  is  the  preserving  the  Bourbons 
on  the  throne  of  France.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  alone  can  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  costs  which  we  have  suffered  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  that  all  other  dangers  may  be  regarded  as  contemptible  when  com*> 
pared  with  those  which  would  arise  out  of  another  revolution  in  France. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  with  the  exception  of  this  question  of  Naples, 
you  will  have  been  able  to  have  brought  all  the  material  points  to  a  con- 
clusion before  you  left  Vienna. 

We  shall  on  this  side  of  the  water,  I  hope,  have  fairly  launched  our 
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finance  and  com  questions  before  your  arrival ;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  we  should  be  able,  if  possible,  to  carry  them  both  through 
Parliament  before  Easter. 

LiVXBPOOL. 


To  JjOrd  Viscount  CasUeieagk,     • 
Mt  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  21st  Feb.,  1815. 

Mr.  Mazier  is  setting  out  for  England,  and  I  write  a  line  to 
let  you  know  that  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Prince  Badzivil 
spoke  to  me,  as  related  in  my  despatch  of  Saturday,  by  dedre 
of  the  Emperor.  Prince  Czartoriski  has  since  told  me  that 
the  Emperor  wished  to  speak  to  me  on  the  same  subject  I 
shall  of  course  confine  myself  to  your  note. 

Wessenberg  has  recovered,  and  business  is  again  reviving. 
The  Swiss  Commission  met  last  night,  and  Mettemich  has  sent 
his  projet  to  Prince  Wreda  He  showed  it  to  me  last  night ; 
and  it  is  curious  enough  that  it  contains  an  ofier  to  cede  three 
points  of  which  he  knows  he  cannot  dispose,  and  three  others 
to  be  taken  from  Baden  and  Wurtemberg. 

The  three  first  are  half  of  Fulda,  Frankfort,  and  Mayence. 
I  asked  him  why  he  did  this ;  and  he  answered,  that  it  was  to 
draw  from  Wrede  a  contre-projet,  and  that  he  intended  then 
to  go  before  the  Commissipn  of  Five  with  both,  and  to  call 
upon  them  to  interfere  to  put  Austria  in  possession  of  her 
firontier.  The  result  of  this  transaction  will  probably  be  to 
create  a  breach  between  Austria  and  Bavaria. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  conference  oi^  the  affairs  of 
Poland,  in  which  Metternich  put  on  the  proto(x>l  an  answer  to 
your  note  on  the  affairs  of  Poland,  drawn  in  very  liberal  terms. 
Hardenberg  produced  another,  which,  1  believe,  you  had 
already  seen:  some  articles  were  agreed  to  regarding  pro- 
prietors under  the  different  Sovereigns,  boundaries,  &c. 

I  have  seen  Wrede's  contre-projet,  which  is,  if  possible,  more 
absurd  and  extravagant  than  Metternich's  projet  The  latter 
proposes  to  ask  for  our  mediation. 

Believe  me,  &c , 

Wellington. 
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lA)rd  FitzRoy  Somerset*  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

My  Lord,  Paris,  23rd  Feb.,  1815,  half-past  10  P.3f. 

I  have  as  yet  beard  nothing  of  the  approach  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  Hiough 
he  quitted  Vicuna  yesterday  week.  The  King  has  been  apprised  of  his 
Lordship's  desire  to  have  an  audience  of  His  Majesty,  and  will  receive  him 
the  day  after  his  arrival,  or,  should  he  come  early,  the  same  day  he  reaches 
Paris.  The  King  has,  I  understand,  some  symptoms  of  the  gout,  but  I 
hope  he  is  not  seriously  ill. 

I  think  it  not  improbable  that  this  interview  may  be  the  cause  of  some 
change  in  the  government.  Lord  Castlereagh  will,  of  course,  urge  His 
Majesty  to  give  orders  that  the  claims  of  the  British  creditors  may  be 
satisfied ;  and  Baron  Louis,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  is  so  adverse  to  the 
admission  of  their  demands  that  he  has  been  known  to  say  that  he  will 
not  continue  in  office  if  they  are  granted.  Should,  therefore,  the  King 
listen  to  the  request  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
His  Majesty  is  bound  to  do,  and  order  payment  to  be  made  to  the  English 
creditors,  in  conformity  to  the  2nd  and  4th  Additional  Articles,  Baron 
Louis  declares  he  will  resign.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Minister  of 
Finance  should  prevail  upon  His  Majesty  to  put  another  construction  upon 
those  Articles,  and  refuse  to  admit  our  interpretation  of  them,  it  is  supposed 
that  the  Prince  de  Talleyrand,  who  agrees  with  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the 
subject,  will  be  obliged  to  give  way,  and  thus  yield  the  triumph  to  Baron 
Ix)uis,  who,  though  placed  in  his  situation  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Prince  de  Talleyrand,  has  been  for  some  time  intriguing  against  him,  in 
the  hope  that  if  the  latter  were  no  longer  in  office  he  might  gai^  the 
ascendency  in  the  King's  councils  and  become  Prime  Minister. 

If  a  direct  appeal  be  made  to  His  Majesty,  I  am  confident  that  the  ques- 
tion will  be  decided  as  it  ought  to  be ;  but,  if  it  is  not  brought  before  him, 
I  have  reason  to  fear  that  the  revolutionary  system  and  the  inveterate 
hatred  of  Baron  Louis  to  the  English  will  overbalance  those  principles  of 
justice  which  would  actuate  the  King. 

It  has  been  rumoured,  within  these  few  days,  that  Marshal  Soult  is 
about  to  retire  from  the  War  department.  He  is  certainly  very  unpopular ; 
but,  whatever  may  have  been  his  ulterior  views,  he  has  rendered  essential 
service  to  the  government  in  removing  from  the  capital  thousands  of 
unemployed  officers,  whose  presence  was  dangerous  to  the  existence  of 
the  Royal  family,  and  he  has  been  indefatigable  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

Tour  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

FITZROT  SOMEBSET. 


Major- Oen,  Sir  H,  Torrens  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

Mt  dear  Lobd,  Hone  Guards,  23i^  Feb.,  1815. 

I  return  the  letter  from  the  Due  d'Orl^ans  which  Bunbury  put  into  my 
hands,  and  I  send  your  Lordship  also  the  copy  of  an    answer  which  the 

*  Lord  FitzRoy  was  Cbargd  d*AfiiEures  at  the  embassy  in  Paris. 
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Commander-in-Clnef  has  transmitted  in  reply  to  a  similar  one  from  His 
Royal  Highness. 

Your  I-rordship  will  be  the  best  judge  whether  or  not  any  answer  should 
go  from  the  Prince  Regent ;  and  if  so,  it  should,  perhaps,  be  through  your 
Lordship. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

H.  T0RBEK8. 

[Enclosubes.] 

I. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  to  the  Prince  Regent, 

MONSEIONEUR,  Au  Palais  Ropl,  k  Parb«,  ce  16  Janvier,  1815. 

Les  bont^  dont  Votre  Altesse  Royalo  a  daign^  me  donner  tout  de  preuves, 
dent  je  suis  si  fier  et  si  roconnaissant,  m'enhardissent  k  solliciter  nne  favenr  k 
laquclle  j'uttacbe  beaucoup  de  prix.  G'est,  Monseigneur,  d*obtenir  que  vuuii 
Youliez  bien  accorder  au  Vicomto  de  Ghabot  la  decoration  de  CheTalier  Com- 
mandeur  de  I'Ordro  du  Bain.  Je  crois  qa'il  la  m^ritc  sous  tous  les  rapports 
mais  surtout  par  son  attachement  sincere  pour  le  Souverain  qu'il  a  scrvi 
honorablcment  pendant  vingt-doux  ana,  et  pour  le  pays  qui  est  devcnn  pour 
lui  dans  scs  malheurs  uno  socondo  patrie.  Peut-etre  ausai  le  noble  sentiment 
qui  Ta  porte  k  professer  hautemcnt  ici  la  religion  dans  laquelle  11  avait  ^te 
ileve  on  Angletorre  ot  h  ue  pas  en  changer,  vous  panutm-t-il  un  motif  de  plus 
pour  lui  accorder  cct  ordre,  d'autant  que  cette  circonstance  lui  est  d^&yorable 
ici,  ct  rempdchera  de  rccevoir  aucun  autre  ordro  du  Roi  de  Franco,  si  ce 
n*e8t  celui  du  M^rite  Militairc,  qui  est  exclusivement  destin^  aux  Protcstans,  et 
qu*il  a  dejk  obtenu.  Quant  k  moi,  Monscigneur,  ce  serait  pour  moi  une 
vdritable  satinfaction  quo  cello  do  voir  un  de  mes  aides-de-camp  d^oor^  d*un 
ordro  qu'il  dovrait  k  vos  boated,  et  qui  serait  unc  sorte  do  tc'moignagc  de  la 
reconnaissance  qu'ellos  m'inspirent,  ainsi  que  de  celle  que  je  conserrerai  tou- 
jours  pour  I'Aiiglotcrro  tant  quo  j'cxisterai. 

Youillcz  rccevoir,  Monseignour,  avec  votre  ancicnne  bonte  pour  moi,  lliom- 
mago  de  mon  respect  et  de  mon  attachement. 

Monscigneur,  de  Votre  Altesse  Royalo 

Votro  trl's  humble  et  tres  obcissant  serviteur  et  cousin, 

Louis  PiiiiJppE  d*Okleans«. 

Jo  joins  ici  I'dtat  do  services  du  Vicomto  de  Cliabot,  et  sa  reapectucuse 
demande. 

Statement  of  Services  of  the  Vicomte  de  Chabot. 

Entered  the  British  sorvico  as  Cornet  in  tho  18th  Ligl.t  Dnigoons,  1793. 

Lieutenant,  ditto,  1794. 

Captain-Lioutenant»  ditto,  1799. 

Major,  ditto,  1802. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  9th  Light  Dragoons,  1807. 

Colonel,  ditto,  1814. 

Was  engaged  in  tho  following  campaigns  and  sieges :— In  Holland  in  1799. 
Received  from  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  a  letter  of  marked  approbation  for 
conduct  in  action  before  Ondtcarspel.  A  horse  killed  under  me.  Served  as 
Deputy- Adjutant-General  in  Canada  during  the  winters  of  1807  and  180^ 
Sent  out  with  despatches  to  Sir  John  Moore  by  H.R.H.  the  Commander-in- 
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Chief.  Present  at  the  action  of  Betanzos,  in  Spain.  In  1809  at  the  siege 
of  Flushing.  Commanded  the  9th  Light  Dragoons  during  the  Walcheren 
expedition,  and  in  Portugal  for  a  short  period,  on  account  of  returns  of  the 
Walcheren  fever. 

Received  from  His  Majesty  Louis  XYIU.  the  Order  of  Military  Merit,  as 
reported  by  me  to  H.R.H.  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  on  which  the  Duke 
of  York  was  pleased  to  send  me,  through  General  Calvert,  a  most  gracious 
answer. 

I  have  now  had  the  honour  of  being  two-and-twenty  years  in  the  British 
service.  The  fortunate  change  that  has  taken  place  in  my  native  country  has 
brought  me  over  to  it ;  and  I  am  most  anxious  to  receive  from  the  Prince 
Regent  a  mark  that  will  carry  with  it  His  Royal  Highnesses  g^racious  approba- 
tion of  my  conduct  during  my  service  in  a  country  towards  which  I  must  ever 
feel  the  most  sincere  and  heartfelt  attachment  and  gratitude. 

Le  Vicomte  de  Chabot, 
Colonel  and  Lieutenant-Colonel,  h.p.,  50th  Regt. 

II. 
TTie  Duke  of  York  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

Monsieur,  Londres,  le  2  Fevrier,  1815. 

J*ai  re^u  la  lottre  que  Yotre  Altesse  S^r^nissime  a  pris  la  peine  de  m'^rire 
du  16  Janvier.  Toute  recommandation  qui  vient  de  sa  part  a  dcs  droits  aux 
attentions  qui  peuvent  lui  marquer  ma  consideration.  Je  me  fend  toujours 
un  vrai  plaisir  de  rendre  t^oignage  au  m^te  personnel  du  Vicomte  de 
Chabot,  comme  aussi  k  son  zble  pour  le  service ;  mais  j*ai  regret  que  dans 
cette  occasion  cela  lui  devient  inutile  quant  au  d^sir  qu'il  a  d'obtenir  la 
decoration  de  Commandeur  de  TOrdro  du  Bain,  puisque  Ics  statuts  de  I'Ordre 
s'y  opposent,  en  ayant  fixe  la  description  des  services  qui  y  donnent  des  droits. 

J'ai  &it  part  k  la  Duchesse  du  souvenir  obligeant  de  Yotre  Altesse  S^re- 
nissime,  auquel  elle  est  fort  sensible,  et,  ainsi  que  moi,  elle  se  fait  d'avance  un 
vrai  plaisir  de  Tesperance  de  voir  Yotre  Altesse  Serenissime  au  printems. 

Recevez  Tassurance  de  la  consideration  distinguee  avec  laquelle  je  suis  de 

Yotre  Altesse  Serenissime 

Le  tr^  devoue  serviteur  et  cousin, 

Fr^dj6ric. 


To  Lord  Viscount  Caatlereagh.  [  840,  ] 

My  Lord,  Yienna,  24th  Feb.,  1815. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copies  of  a  correspondence 

between  the  Prince  Sovereign  of  the  Netherlands  and  the  Eari 

of  Clancarty,  which  has  taken  place  during  the  negotiations  at 

Vienna.* 

I  have,  &C., 

Wellington. 


•  Correspondence  not  found. 
YOL.  IX.  1^ 
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To  Lord  Viscount  CasUereagh, 
My  Lord,  Vienna,  25th  Feb.,  1815. 

Although  Monsieur  de  Wessenberg  is  recovered,  the  business 
remaining  to  be  transacted  has  not  advanced  much  ^nee  I  last 
addressed  you. 

There  has  been  one  conference  on  the  afiairs  of  Switzerland, 
in  which  the  Russian  plenipotentiary  reserved  the  Emperor's 
consent  to  the  cession  of  Porentrui  to  the  Canton  de  Berne,  and 
likewise  on  the  Valteline,  till  something  decisive  should  be  done 
for  Geneva  by  Sardinia  or  France.  Although  Prince  Metter- 
nich  has  declared  his  readiness  to  sacrifice  the  Genoese  fiefs  for 
the  object  of  persuading  Sardinia  to  make  a  sacrifice,  no  progress 
has  yet  been  made  in  that  negotiation,  owing  to  the  usual 
delays  in  the  transaction  of  business  in  the  Austrian  Cabinet ; 
and  the  Swiss  afiairs  are  at  a  stand. 

In  the  mean  time  we  have  received  intelligence  that  there 
exists  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  and  disposition  to  disturbance 
in  Switzerland,  particularly  in  the  Canton  de  Vaud,  which  has 
armed.  I  don't  imagine  that  this  evil  is  to  be  atUibuted  to 
the  delay  in  settling  the  Swiss  questions  here,  but  to  the  defects 
of  the  system  on  which  the  Confederation  is  established. 

Prince  Mettemich  has  communicated  to  the  Prince  de  Wrede 
a  projet  for  the  settlement  of  the  relative  claims  of  Austria  and 
Bavaria,  in  which  he  promises  the  good  offices  of  Austria  to 
procure  for  Bavaria  the  possession  of  Mayence,  Frankfort,  half 
of  Fulda,  and  portions  of  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Baden  and  of  the  King  of  Wurtemberg.     To  this    projet 
Marshal  Wrede  has  replied  by  declining  to  have  Mayence,  as 
the  Prussians  were  already  placed  on  the  right  of  the  Moselle  ; 
by  refusing  to  give  up  Salzburg ;  by  undervaluing  everything 
oflFered  in  exchange  for  the  territories  to  be  ceded  to  Austria  ; 
and  by  laying  claim  to  the  territories  still  vacant  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine  as  the  ancient  possessions  of  the  House  of 
Bavaria,  and  as  compensation  for  services  rendered  and  expenses 
incurred  in  the  war,  and  not  in  exchange  for  the  territories  to 
be  ceded  to  Austria,  as  settled  by  treaty. 

The  first  intention  of  Prince  Mettemich  was  to  bring  the 
subject  immediately  under  the  view  of  the  Five  Powers ;  but  as 
his  own  proposition  was  not  one  which  he  could  expect  to  carry 


Pbb.,  1815.  CONGRESS  OF  VIENNA.  579 

into  execution,  and  the  result  of  the  interference  of  the  Five 
Powers  in  that  stage  of  the  negotiation  would  have  been  to 
make  a  breach  between  Austria  and  Bavaria,  I  recommended 
to  Prince  Mettemich  to  make  another  effort  to  come  to  an 
arrangement  before  he  should  call  for  the  general  interference. 
He  then  told  me  that  he  should  ask  for  my  assistance  and  me- 
diation ;  but  I  have  heard  no  more  upon  the  subject,  excepting 
that  the  Prince  de  Wrede  was  desirous  that  they  should  discuss 
the  matter  alone.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  since 
made  no  progress;  and  as  the  general  jealousy  of  what  is 
passing  between  them,  and  the  anxiety  to  bring  their  negotiation 
to  a  termination,  increase  daily,  I  think  it  most  probable  that 
the  subject  will  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Five  Powers 
immediately,  and  I  understand  that  Prince  Mettemich  has 
determined  to  bring  it  before  them. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  is  certainly  embarrassed  by  his 
situation  with  the  Poles.  He  was  much  displeased  with  the 
note  which  Prince  Mettemich  put  upon  the  protocol  of  the  con- 
ferences of  the  21st,  in  answer  to  that  of  your  Lordship,  as  His 
Majesty  conceived  it  was  calculated  to  render  him  unpopular 
among  the  Poles.  It  is  so  important  that  these  Sovereigns 
should  separate  upon  good  terms,  that  I  have  prevailed  upon 
Prince  Mettemich  to  alter  the  note,  which  entered  unnecessarily 
into  details  to  prove  the  anxiety  of  the  House  of  Austria  at  all 
times  to  uphold  the  independence  of  the  national  government  of 
Poland. 

Since  I  addressed  your  Lordship  last  I  have  had  two  or  three 
conversations  with  Prince  Czartoriski,  in  each  of  which  he  urged 
me  to  propose  that  the  Emperor  should  take  upon  himself  the 
title  of  King  of  Poland,  or  at  least  that  the  partitioning  Powers 
should  bind  themselves  by  something  more  formal  than  their 
declarations  in  their  notes  to  govern  their  Polish  subjects  ac- 
cording to  the  system  by  which  they  had  therein  promised  to 
govern  them. 

The  Emperor  is  excessively  anxious  that  the  Powers  assembled 
should  concur  in  immediately  urging  the  govemment  of  the 
Porte  to  act  with  more  moderation  towards  tiie  Servians,  which, 
contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  Bucharest,  His 
Majesty  alleges  is  treating  that  people  with  great  severity.  I 
have  urged  Count  Rasoumowsky,  who  spoke  to  me  upon  this 
subject,  to  delay  the  mention  of  it  to  the  other  Powers  till  the 
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period  at  which  the  Powers  should  guarantee  the  dominions  of 
the  Porte. 

All  parties  appear  to  have  concurred  in  remaining  silent  about 
Italy.  Accounts,  however,  have  been  received  that  Murat  is 
making  great  exertions  to  reinforce  his  army  by  forced  levies  in 
the  Mardie  d'Ancona,  and  that  he  is  encouraging  the  indepen- 
dent party  in  Italy  by  conferring  decorations  and  giving  employ- 
ments to  those  individuals  belonging  to  it  who  have  come  into 
the  Neapolitan  dominions. 

I  enclose  a  note  which  the  Due  de  Campochiaro  presented 
two  days  ago  to  Prince  Mettemich.  The  Due  de  Campochiaro 
at  the  same  time  informed  him  that  he  was  directed  to  ask  for 
a  passage  for  80,000  men  through  the  Austrian  dominions  in 
Italy,  who  should  pay  for  all  they  consumed ;  and  communicated 
to  the  Prince  the  instructions  which  he  had  received  to  present 
a  note  to  Prince  Talleyrand,  in  which  he  was  ordered  to  demand 
from  the  Prince  whether  France  considered  the  King  of  Naples 
as  an  ally  of  Austria,  and  if  she  did,  whether  she  intended  to 
maintain  the  relations  of  peace  established  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
and  to  acknowledge  His  Majesty  as  King  of  Naples.  The  Due 
de  Campochiaro  imagined  that  this  measure  had  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  accounts  sent  from  hence  in  the  end  of  January 
of  the  probability  of  war,  and  that  as  the  state  of  afiairs  had 
since  considerably  altered,  he  had  determined  not  to  present  the 
note  to  Prince  Talleyrand  until  he  should  receive  further  orders. 

The  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  these  orders,  and  the 
receipt  of  the  enclosed  note  by  Prince  Mettemich,  and  the 
demand  for  a  passage  for  80,000  men,  have  induced  the  Austrian 
Cabinet  at  length  to  take  measures  for  the  security  of  the  tran- 
quillity of  Italy ;  and  orders  have  been  issued  within  these  two 
days  for  the  march  of  a  body  of  troops  towards  the  Italian 
provinces,  which  will  make  the  disposable  force  there  amount 
to  150,000  men  under  arms. 

Prince  Mettemich  has  likewise  presented  a  note  to  Prince 
Talleyrand  and  the  Due  de  Campochiaro,  in  whidi  he  has 
informed  them  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  is  determined  to 
maintain  the  tranquillity  of  Italy,  and  to  consider  as  an  enemy 
any  Power  that  shall  move  troops  into  that  country. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 
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Earl  Bathurst  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  dear  Lord,  Downing  Street,  28th  Feb.,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  Grace's  letter,  enclosing  to  mo  two  letters  of  com- 
plaint from  two  very  meritorious  officers,  for  having  l)een  omitted  in  the 
list  lately  published  of  Knights  Commanders  of  the  Bath.  The  great 
object  has  been  to  avoid  the  principle  of  selection,  as  being  in  its  nature 
invidious,  and,  for  a  government  such  as  ours  in  England,  impracticable. 
By  the  rules  laid  down  the  officers  in  question  were,  with  some  others, 
omitted,  and  I  very  much  lament  it.  As  there  are  several  omitted  whose 
claims  are  very  great,  it  would  be  satisfactory  if  we  could  avail  ourselves 
of  the  ratification  of  peace  with  America  to  amend  the  list,  but  then  it  must 
be  by  adopting  some  rule,  to  which  wo  must  necessarily  adhere ;  and  I 
know  none  in  which  your  medals  must  not  form  a  prevailing  part,  lliat 
which  I  feel  most  disposed  to  is  to  add  to  the  list  all  Colonels  who  have 
four  medals.    The  officers  who  would  be  thus  included  would  be — 

James  Campbell     94th  Kegt. 

John  Guise      3rd  Foot  Guards. 

James  Bathurst      Half-pay. 

Hon.  J.  T.  F.  Deane      38th  Regt. 

Alexander  Abercromby Coldstream  Guards. 

James  Barnes         Royal  Scots. 

S.  Neil  Campbell 64th  Foot, 

Felton  Hervey        14th  Light  Drags. 

To  this  might  be  added  all  colonels  having  commanded  brigades  in  any  one 
action  in  which  medals  have  been  given.  I  am  not  sure  how  many  more 
this  would  include,  but  I  will  send  the  list  by  next  messenger. 

Now  tell  me  what  you  think  of  this  rule,  or  suggest  any  other,  which, 
not  adding  too  many  Knights,  would  be  more  calculated  to  embrace  the 
most  deserving ;  but  selection  cannot  be  admitted ;  and  there  will  there- 
fore always  be  some  meritorious  officers  omitted,  unless  the  order  be- 
comes indiscriminate. 

I  will  not  put  your  Grace  in  the  invidious  situation  of  having  been  the 

person  consiUted.      My  reason  for  writing  now  is,  that  I  have  doubts 

whether  we  shall  not  raise  fresh  dissatisfaction  by  an  amended  list ;  and 

unless  I  could  be  sure  that  the  list  would  include  all  who  ought  to  have  it, 

I  think  it  had  better  remain  with  all  its  faults  as  it  is ;  and  I  shall  not 

therefore  advise  any  addition,  unless  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  it  will 

be  approved. 

I  am  yours  ever  sincerely, 

Bathubst. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  Colonels  having  medals.  If  any  addition  be  made,  all 
General  officers  having  more  than  one  medal  should  have  it,  but  I  think  not 
further. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  DEAB  Duke,  Fife  House,  28th  Feb.,  1815. 

I  havo  written  to  Lord  Clancarty  to-day  to  infonn  him  that  the  Prince 
Rc<;ent  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  declare  his  intention  of  investing 
him  with  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  in  consideration  of  the  important  services 
which  he  had  rendered  to  the  country  by  the  assistance  he  has  given  to 
liord  Gastlereagh  on  various  important  occasions,  and  more  especially 
in  the  late  negotiations  at  Vienna. 

We  have  not  yet  heanl  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  arrival  at  Paris.  "We  rather 
expect  ho  will  reach  London  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

With  the  exception  of  a  debate  in  each  House  on  the  subject  of  Genoa, 
we  have  managed  to  put  off  all  questions  of  foreign  policy  till  after  Lord 
Castlereagh's  return.  The  House  of  Commons  is  almost  exclusively 
engaged  at  present  on  the  Corn  question.  If  it  depends  upon  numbers 
within  doors,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  result;  but  every  effort  is 
making  to  excite  a  clamour  amongst  the  people,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  therefore,  that  the  Bill  should  be  carried  through  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  We  have  all  the  Irish  with  us,  and  almost  all  the 
country  gentlemen  who  are  in  op^xMition. 

I  shall  be  most  anxious  to  hear  that  you  are  entirely  recovered  firom  the 
cold  and  fever  with  which  you  were  attacked  on  your  first  arrival  at 
Vienna. 

I  should  hope  that  you  would  not  have  much  difficulty  in  settling  the 
points  which  remain  for  discussion  at  Vienna,  with  'the  exception  of  that 
of  Naples. 

I^rd  Gastlereagh  will  bring  with  him  the  last  sentiments  of  the  King  of 
France  and  his  government  as  to  the  course  which  they  wish  to  be  adopted 
on  this  question.  I  cannot  but  still  think  it  a  most  hazardoxis  under- 
taking for  the  King  of  France  to  send  a  French  army  on  this  ser\nGC  unless 
he  is  actively  supported  by  the  Austrians  and  Russians ;  and  in  that  case 
Murat  may  be  induced  to  compromise  without  a  struggle.  Indeed,  the 
difficulties  on  this  head  have  been  quadrupled  by  the  course  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  Vienna.  If  the  other  points  had  been  shortly  and  amicably 
settled,  and  Murat  had  then  been  led  to  believe  that  the  Powers  of  Euro^te 
were  determined  not  to  recognize  him,  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that 
he  would  willingly  have  acceded  to  almost  any  terms  which  could  have 
been  proposed  to  him ;  but  he  has  now  acquired  both  strength  and  con- 
fidence from  tlie  divisions  and  disputes  which  the  Russian  pretensions  in 
the  first  instance,  and  subsequently  those  of  Prussia,  have  for  so  many 
months  unfortunately  created. 

There  are  reports  of  the  capture  of  New  Orleans,  but  no  official  intelli- 
gence has  been  received  of  a  later  date  than  the  1st  of  January.  The 
prospect  was  then  favourable.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  American  war 
should  terminate  with  a  brilliant  success  on  our  part ;  and  I  should  feel 
most  happy  that  our  friend  Sir  Edward  Pakenham  should  have  an  opiwr- 
tunity  of  establishing  his  military  character  and  reputation  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world  in  the  first  sei>arate  command  on  which  he  has  been  employed, 

lilVKBPOOL. 
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Viacount  Cctstlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  28th  Feb.,  1815. 

You  will  sec  by  the  enclosed  that  the  difficulties  in  England  upon  the 
point  of  Naples  are  still  serious,  but  I  consider  the  possibility  of  a  concert 
with  Austria  as  placing  the  question  wholly  on  new  grounds. 

You  may  tell  Prince  Mettemich  that  the  King  received  his  overture  as  a 
proof  of  the  Emperor's  desire  to  establish  a  good  understanding  with  him. 
His  Majesty  admitted  the  principle  that  Austria  actively  assisting  to  restore 
the  King  of  Sicily  to  Naples  was  entitled  to  his  good  offices  in  the  north  of 
Italy;  but  still  there  is  a  difficulty  concerning  the  Queen  of  Etruria, 
whom  he  cannot  wholly  sacrifice,  and  cannot  provide  for  by  any  cessions 
at  the  expense  of  France.  Upon  the  Valteline  and  Plaisance,  both  being 
military  points  interesting  to  Austria,  he  will  make  no  difficulty.  I  think 
he  will  also  agree  to  Marie  Louise  retaining  Parma  and  Guastalla  for  her 
life,  if  the  Queen  of  Etruria,  with  Lucques  as  a  present  possession,  obtains 
the  reversibility  of  these  two  latter  possessions  in  the  event  of  Marie  Louise 
having  no  male  heir  other  than  the  son  of  Napoleon,  against  whose  succes- 
sion Austria  offers  effectually  to  provide.  In  this  case,  perhaps,  Lucques 
might  tlien  be  made  to  devolve  upon  the  Tuscan  family,  and  Plaisance 
upon  the  Imperial.  Upon  all  other  details  the  King  will  be  content.  I 
thought  it  better  not  to  enter  into  these  points  further  :  there  are  none  of 
them,  it  appears  to  me,  such  as  should  obstruct  the  main  object.  Prince 
Talleyrand  will  receive  instructions  to  treat  personally  with  Prince  Metter- 
nich,  without  communication  with  his  colleagues. 

On  my  arrival  in  England  you  shall  hear  fiilly  from  me  on  this  subject. 

The  King  has  given  me  a  positive  promise  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
creditors.  I  had  a  severe  controversy  this  morning  with  Baron  Louis,  but 
in  my  audience  of  to-day  His  Majesty  was  quite  explicit.  I  was  with  the 
King  alone  yesterday  for  above  two  hours,  and  nearly  as  long  to-day. 

Pray  tell  Prince  Mettemich  that  I  did  not  forget,  on  my  way  through 
Munich,  to  urge  Montsselas  to  be  reasonable.  I  believe  Rose  has  reported 
to  you  what  passed  in  the  execution  of  my  instructions. 

I  shall  set  out  early  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

Castlereaqh. 

FIxcuse  me  to  Prince  Mettemich  for  not  answering  his  private  note. 
Pray  retium  Lord  Liverpoors  letter. 


Colonel  Neil  Campbell  to  Field  Martial  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

On  board  of  H.M.S.  Partridge,  8  m.  N.  of  Porto  Ferrajo, 
My  Lord  Duke,  Isle  of  Elba,  29th  Feb.,  1815,  3  P.1I. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  despatch  to  His 
Majesty's  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,*  sent  for  the  present  enclosed  to  Lord 
Burghersh  at  Florence,  and  request  that  it  may  be  immediately  transmitted 

*  Relative  to  the  escape  of  Napoleon  from  Elba. 
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to  London.  It  is  sent  open  purposely  for  your  Grace's  informatioD,  as  I  do 
not  wish  to  lose  time.  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  to  Vienna,  by  vay 
of  Genoa. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Grace's  obedient  humble  servant, 

Neil  Campbell. 


[842.]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  4th  March.  1815. 

It  would  be  very  desirable,  if  it  were  possible,  to  discharge  at 
an  early  period  the  Austrian  claims  for  arrears  of  subsidy. 
This  measure  would  enable  them  to  deiray  the  first  expenses. 
Their  army  is  in  full  march ;  and  Mettemich  appears  astonished 
at  his  own  decision  and  firmness. 

Have  you  any  intention  of  buying  the  ships,  &c.,  at  Venice  ? 
This  might  afibrd  something  towards  expenses. 

There  has  been  an  unpleasant  busmess  at  Berlin.  Old 
Blucher  appears  to  have  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  party  in 
the  army  who  disapprove  of  the  Prussian  indemnities ;  and  he 
has  held  strong  language  on  the  subject  in  a  public  walk.  He 
has  written  to  the  King  to  desire  leave  to  resign,  which  is  to  be 
granted.  The  son  has  asked  for  the  same  permission,  but  he 
has  at  the  same  time  taken  it,  as  he  has  signed  himself  ci-devant 
Colonel. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  843.]  To  Lord  Viscouut  Castlereagh. 

Mt  Lord,  Vienna,  4th  March.  1815. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  all  the  afiairs  in  negotiation 
since  I  last  addressed  you. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  consented  to  Austria's  retaining 
possession  of  the  Valteline  and  the  valleys  of  Chiavenna  and 
Bormio,  and  that  Berne  should  have  the  Porentrui,  on  con- 
dition that  the  Powers  should  propose  to  Berne,  throug^h  the 
deputy  of  that  canton  now  here,  some  alterations  in  its  consti- 
tution. This  has  been  consented  to ;  and  as  a  treaty  has  been 
arranged  with  M.  le  Comte  de  St.  Marsau,  by  which  the  King 
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of  Sardinia  will  cede  to  Geneva  a  small  district  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  town,  including  Caronge  and  a  tract  of  land 
between  the  road  of  the  Simplon  and  the  Lake,  on  condition  of 
the  cession  to  His  Majesty  of  the  Genoese  Imperial  fiefs  and  of 
including  in  the  Swiss  system  the  Savoyard  districts  of  Chablais 
and  Faucigny,  I  consider  the  afiairs  of  Switzerland  as  settled. 
The  Commission  will  meet  to-morrow,  and  I  will  urge  that  its 
Report  may  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Eight  Powers 
without  loss  of  time. 

I  enclose  a  new  projet  given  in  by  Marshal  Prince  Wrede 
for  the  settlement  of  the  questions  still  depending  between 
Austria  and  Bavaria.  Upon  receiving  it,  Prince  Mettemich 
sent  for  the  Chancellor  Prince  Hardenberg,  Count  Nesselrode 
and  myself;  and  with  the  exception  of  .Frankfort,  which  is  to 
remain  a  free  imperial  town,  and  of  a  cession  on  the  left  of  the 
Rhine  for  Prince  Eugene,  and  with  the  addition  of  the  cession 
on  the  part  of  Bavaria  of  the  town  of  Salzburg,  the  principle 
of  this  projet  was  generally  admitted  to  be  reasonable  and  fit 
to  be  adopted.  The  Chancellor  has,  I  understand,  since  spoken 
to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  upon  the  subject,  who  equally  ap- 
proves of  the  plan;  objecting,  however,  positively  to  Bavaria 
receiving  anything  more  than  she  has  a  right  to  by  treaty. 

Knowing  that  your  Lordship  had  always  intended  that 
Bavaria  should  be  the  German  Power  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine 
in  communication  with  the  Sovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  I 
urged  this  measure  upon  the  consideration  of  the  meeting  at 
Prince  Mettemich's ;  but  the  Prince  de  Wrede  has  expressed 
himself  so  decidedly  against  the  possessions  on  the  left  of  the 
Rhine,  even  with  Mayence,  since  the  Prussians  were  placed  on 
the  right  of  the  Moselle,  but  in  any  case  without  having 
Mayence,  that  there  was  no  hope  of  succeeding  in  prevailing 
upon  him  to  take  them.  The  Chancellor  and  Count  Nessel- 
rode were  decidedly  against  any  alteration  of  the  system  agreed 
upon  for  Mayence;  and  both  lippeared  to  think  that  it  was 
most  fortunate  that  Bavaria  had  herself  proposed  to  receive  her 
compensation  on  the  right  instead  of  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine. 

There  will  be  no  difficulty  respecting  the  cessions  to  be  re- 
quired from  Wurtemberg ;  and,  as  it  appears,  none  on  the  part 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  respecting  those  required  from  Baden. 
This  Power  will  not  receive  a  complete  indemnification.     It  is 
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intended  to  place  Prince  Eugene  in  a  sovereignty  dependent 
upon  the  King  of  Bavaria :  where  is  not  settled. 

The  only  diflSculty  in  this  settlement  appears  to  be  Sabs- 
burgy  to  which  both  Austrians  and  Bavarians  attach  the  utmost 
importance.  The  former  are  strong  in  treaties.  The  secret 
Treaty  of  Paris,  which  explains  the  three  articles  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ried,  regarding  cessions,  particularly  specifies  Salzbui^ 
among  other  points  to  be  ceded  to  Austria;  in  return  for 
which  Austria  promises  her  good  oflSces  to  obtain  for  Bavaria 
the  cession  of  Mayence,  Frankfort,  and  Hanau.  The  two 
former  cannot  be  got,  and  Bavaria  will  have  the  last. 

The  line  of  the  Inn  and  Salzburg  are  certainly  important  to 
Austria.  In  the  possession  of  Bavaria,  Salzburg  is  a  menacing 
point  upon  Vienna,  and  upon  the  communication  with  Italy, 
and  it  breaks  in  upon  the  whole  system  of  the  Austrian  line  of 
defence.  It  is  true  that  Salzbuig  in  the  hands  of  Austria  is 
likewise  menacing  upon  Munich  ;  but  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
Austria  does  not  require  that  point  for  that  object.  Even 
though  Bavaria  should  possess  Salzburg,  a  movement  from 
the  Tyrol  or  from  Bohemia  would  turn  her  position  on  the 
Inn;  and  tlie  two  Powers  are  not,  nor  cannot  be,  so  nearly 
balanced  in  strength  as  to  render  it  desirable  for  Bavaria  to 
keep  Salzburg  as  a  menacing  point  to  be  used  in  a  counter- 
movement  for  her  own  -defence. 

In  every  view,  then,  of  the  question,  whether  of  the  treaties  by 
which  the  parties  are  bound,  or  of  their  military  convenience 
and  security,  I  conceive  that  Salzburg  ought  to  belong  to 
Austria. 

The  Austrian  Cabinet  appears  determined  to  persist  in  de- 
manding it,  and  the  Bavarians  to  refuse  it  It  is  unfortunately 
not  only  a  point  of  personal  convenience  to  the  Prince  Royal, 
but  has  been  made  one  of  vanity  to  the  nation;  and  I  am 
much  afraid  that  it  will  not  be  ceded  to  Austria  without  occa- 
sioning a  good  deal  of  coolness. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  was  here  some  nights  ago,  and  spoke 
to  me  respecting  the  state  of  the  questions  between  the  ELings 
of  Sweden  and  Denmark  regarding  the  Treaty  of  Kiel,  His 
Majesty  appeared  at  first  to  think  that  the  Prince  Royal  had 
some  cause  for  complaint  against  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  line  the  Prince  Regent  intended  to  take 
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upon  this  subject.  I  referred  His  Majesty  to  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  the  *  to  Mr.  Thornton,  which  it  was  obvious  he  had 
not  read.  I  then  told  him  that  after  the  inquiry  and  reports 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Conmiissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
Allies,  it  was  quite  impossible  to  allow  the  Prince  Royal  to 
charge  the  King  of  Denmark  with  encouragement  of  the  resist- 
ance of  the  Norwegians,  and  that  His  Majesty  could  not  now 
be  put  on  his  trial  on  the  vague  surmises  of  M.  de  Lowenhielm ; 
that  the  Prince  Royal,  if  he  has  any  proof,  ought  to  produce 
it ;  and  if  he  had  not,  he  ought  to  be  required  to  perform  his 
treaty.  I  then  begged  His  Majesty  to  reflect  upon  the  unfavour- 
able impression  which  would  be  made  throughout  Europe  if  a 
treaty  which  had  drawn  so  much  attention  were  not  performed 
in  its  articles  in  &vour  of  the  King  of  Denmark ;  and  I  told  him 
that  I  was  quite  certain  that  the  Prince  Regent  would  not  pay 
the  compensation  for  Guadaloupe  till  the  treaty  was  performed. 
His  Imperial  Majesty  said  he  would  read  your  Lordship's 
despatch  to  Mr.  Thornton ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  what  I 
had  said  to  him  had  made  some  impression  upon  him. 

I  have  since  received,  yesterday,  the  duplicates  of  Mr. 
Thornton's  official  and  secret  answer,  Nos.  6  and  7,  to  your 
Lordship's  despatch.  I  propose  to  send  the  former  to  be  laid 
before  the  Emperor,  with  such  observations  as  I  shall  think  use- 
ful ;  and  I  will  afterwards  endeavour  to  obtain  an  audience 
from  His  Imperial  Majesty,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  order  his  Minister  at  Stockholm  to  act  in  concert  with 
Mr.  Thornton  on  this  subject,  before  he  will  leave  Vienna. 

His  Imperial  Majesty's  departure  is  now  fixed  for  the  15th, 
and  I  understand  will  probably  be  delayed  till  the  20th.  I 
think  he  will  nol  go  till  after  I  shall  have  heard  from  your  Lord- 
ship from  England. 

Nothing  more  has  passed  on  the  affairs  of  Italy.     Murat  has, 

I  understand,  in  some  degree  altered  his  tone  since  he  has 

heard   of  the  state  of  affairs  here  in  the  commencement  of 

February. 

I  have,  &c, 

Wellington. 


*  Dluuk  ill  munuBcript. 
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[  844.]  To  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  12th  March,  1815. 

.1  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  yoair  letter  of  the  28th 
February,  which  I  received  yesterday.  You  '11  see  how  we  are 
going  on  in  mine  to  Lord  Castlereagh  of  this  date. 

My  journey  to  Presburg  has  been  of  use  to  me,  and  I  am 
getting  quite  well.     The  hot  rooms  here  have  almost  killed  me. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

WELLrNQTON. 


[  846.]  To  Lord  Viscount  Casthreagh. 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  12th  March.  1815. 

Since  I  addressed  you  on  the  4th  inst,  Count  Rasoumowsky 
called  upon  me,  and  acquainted  me  that  he  had  been  directed 
by  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  confer  with  me  on  the  contents  of 
a  paper  which  His  Majesty  had  received  fix)m  the  Count  de 
Lowenhielm  regarding  the  questions  between  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark. In  consequence  of  this  communication,  in  which  it 
appeared  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  was  disposed  to  view  the 
matter  favourably  for  the  interests  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  I 
sent  to  Count  Rasoumowsky  the  letter  upon  the  subject  which  I 
had  already  prepared,  addressed  to  the  Count  de  Nesselrode, 
of  which,  with  its  enclosures,  I  now  transmit  your  Lordship  a 
copy.  I  have  not  since  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Count 
de  Rasoumowsky,  and  I  have  received  no  written  answer ;  but 
from  what  he  said  I  imagine  the  Emperor  will  adopt  the  measure 
I  have  proposed. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


[  846.]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  12th  Maich,  1815, 

* 

The  King  of  Saxony  arrived  on  the  4th  instant  and  passed 
on  to  Presburg,  and  I  now  enclose  the  protocols  of  the  differ- 
ent conferences  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Five  Powers 
which  have  since  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  that 
kingdom. 
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In  consequence  of  the  desire  expressed,  by  direction  of  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  in  the  conference  of  the  *  ,  that  Prince 
Talleyrand  and  I  should  accompany  Prince  Mettemich  on  his 
mission  to  the  King  of  Saxony,  we  proceeded  to  Presburg  on 
Wednesday ;  and  on  Thursday,  having  been  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  we  laid  before  him  the  protocol  of  the  conference  of 
the  *  ,  and  the  arrangements  for  the  cession  of  parts  of 

Saxony  and  of  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw.  His  Majesty  afterwards 
saw  each  of  us  separately,  and  he  expressed  to  each  the  strong 
objections  he  entertained  to  all  the  parts  of  the  arrangement 
proposed  to  Jiim.  We  remained  at  Presburg  on  Thursday  and 
Friday,  and  in  several  conferences  with  his  Minister,  the  Comte 
d'Ensiedel,  urged  the  expediency  of  the  Ejng*s  acquiescence 
in  the  arrangement,  and  repeatedly  stated,  as  well  in  these  con- 
ferences as  in  the  conversations  we  had  with  the  King,  the 
absolute  impossibility  of  his  attempting  to  negotiate  till  he  ^ould 
have  given  his  consent  to  the  cessions. 

At  length  we  yesterday  morning  waited  upon  EGs  Majesty  to 
take  leave  of  him  previous  to  our  return  to  Vienna,  having 
been  informed  by  the  Comte  d'Ensiedel  that  His  Majesty  was 
prepared  to  give  us  his  answer.  After  taking  leave,  the  Comte 
d'Ensiedel  gave  to  each  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  a  note,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  copy,  by  which  His  Majesty  refuses  to  consent  to  the 
arrangement  proposed.  To  this  note  we  thought  it  expedient 
immediately  to  send  the  enclosed  reply. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  the  King  was  not  aware  of  the  nature 
of  his  own  situation,  or  of  the  exertions  which  had  been  made 
to  save  him ;  or  to  know  exactly  how  far  he  could  depend  upon 
France.  He  treated  with  contempt,  and  a  good  deal  of 
vivacity,  the  recommendation  which  I  gave  him  not  to  allow 
himself  to  delay  his  decision  from  any  hopes  he  might  entertain 
of  the  success  of  Buonaparte's  plans ;  and  upon  the  whole  I  con- 
ceived that  he  was  inclined  to  endeavour  to  excite  a  popular 
compassion  in  his  favour,  notwithstanding  that  his  case  is  so 
bad,  and  His  Majesty  knows  that  we  think  it  so. 

The  result  of  our  mission  to  Presburg  having  been  reported 
this  day  in  the  conference  of  the  Five  Powers,  it  was  determined 
to  proceed  immediately  to  carry  into  execution  the  cession  to 
Prussia,  and  for  the  present  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  Prussia  that 

*  Blank  in  manuscript. 
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part  of  Saxony  destined  for  the  Ring  under  a  provisional  admi- 
nistration,  and  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  Comte  d'EnsiedeFs 
note,  in  which  the  conduct  of  His  Majesty  since  1806  should 
be  recorded. 

The  Comte  d'Ensiedel  is  coming  here  this  day,  and  it  is 
expected  that  when  he  will  find  the  Five  Powers  determined  to 
carry  their  arrangement  into  execution,  he  will  be  disposed  to 
acquiesce  in  it  in  the  name  of  the  King. 

Unless,  however,  His  Majesty  shall  consent  to  withdraw  the 

note  of  which  I  enclose  the  copy,  I  conceive  that  the  Allies  at 

least  must  reply  to  it 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Viscount  Casttereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WtUington. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  12th  March,  1815. 

Your  Grace  will  have  received  from  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset  and  other 
British  authorities  intelligence  of  Buonaparte's  landing  and  progress.  I 
now  enclose  copy  of  the  instruction  which  I  have  Wn  commaDded  to 
address  to  his  Lordship  for  the  direction  of  his  conduct. 

Your  Grace  will  perceive  therein  laid  down  the  principles  upon  whicli 
His  Royal  Highness's  conduct  will  be  regulated.  The  re-establishment  of 
Buonaparte's  authority  is  deemed  by  the  Prince  Regent  incompatible  with 
the  peace  and  security  of  Europe ;  and  he  trusts  that  the  Powers  who  have 
80  gloriously  conquered  the  peace  will  concur  with  him  in  such  efforts  as 
may  be  necessary  to  preserve  it. 

With  this  view,  it  appears  to  His  Royal  Highness  desirable  that  the 
Sovereigns  assembled  at  Vienna  should  publish  a  joint  declaration, 
announcing  their  determination  to  maintain  inviolable  the  Peace  of  Paris, 
and,  as  the  only  security  for  the  due  observance  of  the  same,  their  resolu- 
tion to  support  the  lawful  Sovereign  of  France  against  Buonaparte, 

It  appearing  to  His  Royal  Highness  that  this  can  best  be  done  by 
assembling  an  imposing  force  on  the  French  frontiers ;  that  the  burden 
may  fall  as  equally  as  possible,  your  Lordship  will  propose  that  the  whole 
or  such  part  of  the  75,000  men  as  the  Four  Powers  are  liable  to  furnish 
under  the  Convention  supplementary  to  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont  shall  be 
appropriated  to  this  purpose ;  and  that  the  charge  may  be  more  equally 
distributed,  the  Powers  of  Germany,  whose  accession  to  that  treaty  has  not 
yet  been  obtained,  might  be  required  to  furnish  a  reasonable  quota. 

The  efforts  of  Austria  being  now  so  largely  directed  to  Italy,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  she  can  also  appear  in  force  upon  the  Rhine  ;  but  no 
inconvenience  will  arise  from  this.  If  all  the  other  Powers,  including 
Russia,  furnish  their  contingents,  I  think  the  gross  force  on  the  eastern 
frontier  ought  not  to  be  less  than  200,000  men. 
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I  ahould  hope,  from  the  state  of  the  business  at  Vienna,  that  your  Lord- 
ship would  find  no  great  difiSculty  connected  with  the  instructions  you  will 
receive  by  the  present  courier  on  Italian  affairs  to  prevail  upon  the  Powers 
to  sign  at  once  a  treaty  placing,  by  an  early  ratification,  all  the  arrange- 
ments already  agreed  upon  out  of  the  reach  of  doubt.  This  will  give  great 
confidence,  and  excite  little  jealousy. 

If  you  can  effect  this,  you  may  give  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  conjimc- 
tion  with  the  Dutch  plenipotentiary,  an  assurance*  that  the  half  of  the 
Dutch  loan,  under  the  regulations  as  agreed  upon,  will  be  defrayed  by 
us  ;  it  being  understood  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  will  act  in  concert  wiili 
us  in  the  other  measures  remaining  to  be  settled.  I  suggest  a  written 
assurance,  to  remove  doubts,  considering  that  the  minor  details  of  the 
measure,  as  to  interest,  sinking  fund,  &c.,  can  be  best  n^otiated  here  in 
communication  with  the  Treasury. 

Your  Grace  will  be  enabled  at  Vienna  to  watch  the  progress  of  this 
attempt  by  Buonaparte  to  overturn  the  existing  order  of  things  in  France, 
and  consequently  in  Europe ;  and  you  can  judge,  with  reference  to  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Vienna,  where  your  personal  presence  is  likely  to  be  of 
most  use  to  the  public  service,  llie  Prince  Regent,  relying  entirely  on 
your  Grace's  zeal  and  judgment,  leaves  it  to  you,  without  further  orders, 
either  to  remain  at  Vienna  or  to  put  yourself  at  the  head  of  the  army  in 
Flanders.  The  only  reservation  I  am  directed  to  make  is,  that  your  Grace 
is  not  to  expose  yourself  by  returning  to  the  interior  of  France,  unless  in 
the  command  of  troops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlebeaoh. 

[Enclosure.] 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset, 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  12th  March,  1815. 

Your  despatch  of  the  9th,  enclosing  two  notes  addressed  by  you  to  the  Oount 
de  Jaucourt,  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the  Prince  Regent. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  approve  tlie  answer  your 
Lordsliip  addressed  to  that  Minister,  and  I  have  now  to  authorise  your  Lord- 
ship to  repeat  to  His  Most  Ohristian  Majesty  the  deep  and  earnest  interest  the 
Prince  Regent  takes  in  tlic  effectual  suppression  of  this  daring  attempt  to 
disturb  His  Majesty's  legitimate  authority. 

You  will  assure  His  Most  Ohristian  Majesty  that  the  Prince  Regent,  con- 
sidering the  preservation  of  the  peace  which  has  been  so  happily  concluded  as 
essentially  dependent  on  the  discomfiture  of  tliis  desperate  project  to  shake 
His  Majesty's  throne,  will  lose  no  time  in  inviting  the  other  Powera  of  Europe 
to  unite  their  efforts  with  his  to  support  the  cause  of  His  Majesty  against 
Buonaparte  and  such  as  may  adhere  to  him. 

With  this  view,  I  shall  this  night  instruct  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to 
present  this  invitation  on  His  Royal  Highness's  part  to  the  Sovereigns 
assembled  at  Vienna,  and  propose  to  them  to  assemble  without  delay  an  im- 

*  N.B. — ^The  words  "  in  \criiing  "  after  **  assurance  **  in  the  original,  but  not 
in  this  dupUoate.— W.    Mardi  2Sth,  1815. 
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posing  foroo  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  to  act  according  to  circnmstances  in 
support  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  liis  loyal  subjects. 

Tlie  Prince  Regent  has  also  given  the  necessary  orders  to  his  squadrons, 
especially  those  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  naval  forces 
of  France  in  execution  of  such  measures  of  general  security  as  Hia  Majesty 
may  have  ordered. 

Orders  will  also  be  given  to  the  troops  in  the  Low  Countries  (and  the  Prince 
of  Orange  will  be  requested  to  unite  his  troops  to  those  serving  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain)  to  assemble  and  prepare  for  service.  The  British  government 
will  be  prepared  to  concert  with  that  of  France  with  respect  to  future  measures 
of  common  interest ;  but  they  persuade  themselves  that  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  will  feel  the  importance  of  not  prematurely  having  recourse  to  the 
aid  of  foreign  troops,  more  especially  where  the  magnitude  of  the  force  is  not 
such  as  unconncctedly  to  render  effectual  service. 

I  shall  instruct  the  Duke  of  Wellington  also,  if  this  attempt  of  Buonaparte 
should  meet  with  a  temporary  success,  to  endeavour  to  confirm  in  a  trea^  the 
arrangements  already  agreed  upon  at  Vienna,  in  order  that  the  Powers  nuty 
be  at  liberty  to  act  with  the  more  vigour,  reserving  such  points  as  may  not 
yet  have  been  regulated  for  subsequent  arrangement.  His  Grace  will  also 
have  a  discretionary  authority,  if  events  should  appear  to  him  to  render  it 
expedient,  to  proceed,  without  further  orders,  in  person  to  the  Low  Countries, 
there  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  army,  leaving  the  diplomatic 
duties  to  be  conducted  in  his  absence  by  the  Earl  of  Clancarty  and  the  other 
Plenipotentiaries. 

You  may  assure  the  King  of  France  that,  in  addition  to  the  personal  senti- 
ments of  respect  and  attachment  which  the  Prince  Regent  feels  for  His 
Majesty,  His  Royal  Highness  considers  the  consolidation  of  the  peace  of 
Europe  to  depend  upon  the  preservation  of  His  Majesty's  authority  ;  and  that 
in  this  conviction,  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  him  to  find  his  duty  and  his 
inclination  equally  prescribe  to  him  to  tender  to  His  Majesty  his  support  and 
best  wishes. 

Your  Lordsliip  will  invite  the  French  government  to  instruct  Prince  Talley- 
rand to  co-operate  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  the  execution  of  these 
orders. 

I  am,  &o., 

Oastlebbaou. 


Viscount  Casilereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  12th  March,  1815. 

After  I  wrote  to  your  Lordship  from  Paris,  I  received  from  the  filing 
the  enclosed  memorandum  in  answer  to  Prince  Mettemich's. 

Since  my  return  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Count  Blacas,  copy  of  which 
I  send  with  several  enclosures.  You  will  find  in  these  papers  ample  proofs, 
in  addition  to  the  detailed  reports  from  General  Nugent  and  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  of  Murat*s  treachery,  at  least  of  his  double  dealing.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  Buonaparte,  the  Viceroy,  Fouch^,  and  other  members  of  the 
family  believed  him  to  be  false  to  the  Allies.  Your  Grace  will  find  the 
reports  above  alluded  to  among  the  papers  at  Vienna.  These  reports, 
together  with  the  letters  I  now  send,  will  enable  your  Lordship  to  satisfy 
the  other  Powers  of  Murat's  treachery.    It  is  particularly  important  that 
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Austria  should  have  the  means  of  justifying  herself  in  considering  the 
treaty  as  violated  by  Murat. 

The  intelligence  received  from  your  Grace  of  Murat's  recent  conduct, 
coupled  with  Buonaparte's  descent  in  France,  has  removed  all  remaining 
scruples  on  the  part  of  the  British  government.  They  consider  that  Murat 
has  forfeited  every  claim,  and  that  there  is  no  safety,  especially  for  Austria, 
while  he  is  at  Naples.  They  are  therefore  prepared  to  enter  into  a  concert 
for  his  removal,  and,  under  proper  security  as  to  the  system  to  be  esta- 
blished, to  support  the  pretensions  of  Ferdinand  the  Fourth  to  the  throne 
of  Naples,  whom  they  have  never  ceased  to  acknowledge  and  to  describe  in 
all  formal  acts  as  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

As  there  will  be  some  nicety  in  giving  to  our  line  on  this  question  the 
form  most  likely  to  prove  satisfactory  to  Parliament,  it  might  be  desirable 
that  we  should  accede,  according  to  our  own  form,  to  the  treaty  previously 
agreed  to  by  Austria  and  France,  in  the  negotiation  of  which  you  will 
assist  with  a  view  of  rendering  the  details  as  little  objectionable  as 
possible. 

The  substance  of  our  line  will  bo  as  follows : — We  shall  continue  to 
consider  Ferdinand  the  Fourth  as  Sovereign  of  Naples,  and  f^ree  to  concert 
measures  with  the  other  Powers,  having  the  like  views,  for  the  removal  of 
Murat,  either  by  negotiation  or  force.  This  concert  ought  to  include 
Spain,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  although  they  may  not  all  furnish  troops. 

In  the  event  of  actual  hostilities,  it  is  plain  and  understood  that  the 
weight  of  the  military  effort  must  fall  upon  Austria,  and  that  France  and 
Great  Britain  can  only  aid  collaterally  and  by  maritime  demonstration. 
The  King  seemed  willing  to  give  40,000  or  50,000  men,  or  the  equivalent 
of  a  part  in  money. 

The  government  here  is  very  reluctant  to  bind  themselves  by  treaty  to 
furnish  troops :  circumstances  may  enable  them  to  do  so ;  but  they  wish  in 
the  first  instance  to  contract  no  larger  engagement  as  to  Naples  than  they 
lately  had  vrith  regard  to  Norway,  which  you  will  find  detailed  in  our 
treaty  with  Sweden.  I  conceive  this  will  not  make  any  diflBculty,  as  our 
military  aid  must  be  but  a  secondary  question,  if  we  help  them  a  little  in 
com,  ships,  and  money.  In  the  former  article  we  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  do 
something,  and  in  the  latter  I  have  an  expedient  by  which  I  hope  to  give 
them  70,0(XW.  a  mouth,  for  about  four  months,  without  going  to  Parlia- 
ment to  ask  for  subsidy :  that  is,  by  not  deducting  the  value  of  the  stores 
supplied  to  them  from  the  Chaumont  subsidy. 

This  whole  question  is  now  put  upon  a  footing  that  you  may  press  it  to 
a  conclusion,  preserving,  if  you  can,  to  us  the  form  in  which  our  accession 
is  to  be  given, 

Castlereaqh. 


The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  to  Field  MarsJiul  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  Brussels,  13th  March,  1815. 

Having  in  this  moment  received  a  very  alarming  letter  from  FitzRoy 
Somerset,  in  which  he  says  that  the  French  army  is  in  insurrection,  and 
that  Napoleon  had  got  as  far  as  Lyons,  I  send  Colonel  Berkeley  without  dela^ 

VOL.  IX.  ^  ^ 
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to  England ;  for  this  naturally  makes  me  feel  more  than  ever  tlie  necessity 
of  being  preiMircd  here ;  and  if  Napoleon  continues  to  have  any  success, 
nothing  but  a  combined  and  rajwd  movement  of  the  British,  l>utch,  and 
Prussian  troops  disposable  in  this  neighbourhood  can  stop  him,  and  save 
Louis  XVIII.    My  opinion  is  that  we  ought  to  support  him.  with  all  we 
can,  and  move  to  that  effect  into  France,  if  Napoleon  continues  to  gain 
ground ;  and  on  this  head  I  beg  to  have  your  instructions.     Sir  C.  Stuart 
mighty  perhaps,  bo  directed  to  induce  the  Dutch  to  be  prex)ared  to  move 
also.    In  the  mean  time  I  intend  to  put  the  principal  places,  without  loss 
of  time,  in  some  state  of  defence,  and  beg  you  will  send  out  as  soon  as 
possible  the  heavy  artillery,  which  may  be  wanted  before  long.     I  wish 
likewise  you  would  direct  supplies  to  be  sent  without  delay  to  Ostend,  suflS- 
ciont  for  a  garrison  of  about  5000  men,  and  to  Antwerp  for  8000,  sufficient 
to  last  six  months ;  because  both  these  places  are,  as  your  Lordship  must 
1x3  aware  of,  without  provisions  in  this  moment    The  garrison  of  Lille  if 
very  ill  disposed,  and  much  in  favour  of  Napoleon ;  but  the  Comte  d'Erlon, 
who  commands  in  that  district,  is  supposed  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Bourbons. 
In  short,  it  is  im^xtssible  to  foresee  what  consequences  this  may  have ;  but 
I  feel  perfectly  assured  that  your  Lordship  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking 
that  nothing  ought  now  to  be  spared  to  put  ourselves  here  in  a  state  of 
defence.   I  have  just  sent  General  Lowe  to  Aix-la-Chapelle  to  learn  in  how 
far  we  can  depend  u^Kin  the  assistance  of  the  Prussian  troops  under  General 
Kleist's  command,  and  have  recommended  to  my  father  to  assemble  a 
Dutch  corps  in   the  neighbourhood  of  Maestricht,     Pray  send   Colonel 
Berkeley  back  with  an  answer  to  the  different  points  touched  upon  in  this 
letter,  and  that  without  loss  of  time ;  for  it  seems  to  me  that  we  may  be 
here  a  la  gueuU  du  loup  before  we  are  aware  of  it.    I  should  like  to  have 
an  answer  within  a  week. 


Ever  your  most  truly  devoted 

William,  Herbd.  Prikgb  of  Orange. 


Lord  FitzJRoy  Somerset  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingtan. 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  14th  March,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  I  am  very  anxious  to 
hear  what  measure  the  several  Powers  have  determined  to  adopt  in  con- 
sequence of  Buonaparte's  invasion. 

I  enclose  copies  of  my  two  last  despatches,  by  the  first  of  which  you 
will  see  that  it  was  a  bad  business  at  Lyons ;  and,  altogether,  I  sec  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  at  all  expected  that  Napoleon  should  not  sncceed, 
as  the  troops  join  him,  and  affairs,  in  such  difficult  circumstances,  are  not 
well  managed  at  all.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  monstrous  to  suppose 
that  a  few  blackguard  soldiers  could  give  the  law  to  such  a  country  as 
France,  if  there  were  any  patriotism,  any  independent  feeling  in  the  people ; 
and  therefore  T  cannot  refrain  from  hoping  that  if  Buonaparte  gives  Uwan 
time  for  consideration,  the  inhabitants  in  general,  and  eventually  the  trooi^s, 
will  see  that  it  is  for  their  int4?rcst  that  he  should  be  opposed ;  and  in  one 
or  two  instances  already  coqw  have  refused  to  follow  their  ofiBcer8»  who 
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wished  to  inarch  upon  Paris.  Such  has  been  the  case  with  Qeneral  Le* 
febvro  Desnouettcs,  the  two  Generals  Lallemand,  and  the  Count  d'Erlon. 
The  latter  had  a  very  considerable  force ;  but  he  has  been  arrested  by 
Mortier,  and  the  troops  arc  gone  back  to  their  garrisons.  I  think  it  doubt- 
ful whether  the  Lallemands  will  or  will  not  be  shot.  All  these  occurrences 
happened  to  the  northward,  far  from  Buonaparte ;  and  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended that  if  they  hail  been  near  him,  they  would  have  gone  over  to  him, 
as  well  as  those  at  Lyons.  Macdonald  behaved  very  well  on  that  oc- 
casion ;  and  it  is  worth  while  to  mention  the  way  he  was  left,  to  show  the 
influence  the  very  name  of  the  Emperor  has  upon  the  troops.  The  Mar- 
shal having  exhorted  his  troops  to  do  their  duty,  thought  he  could  depend 
upon  them.  He  palisaded  the  bridge,  and  formed  his  troops  behind  it« 
On  the  approach  of  the  advanced  guanl  of  the  Emperor,  a  sentinel  chal- 
lenged it,  and  was  answered,  "  Fran^ais  de  TEmpereur.**  Immediately  the 
officers  rushed  forward,  tore  away  the  palisades,  aiid,  followed  by  their 
men,  declared  for  Buonaparte.  Macdonald  had  to  run  for  it.  All  that  is 
known  further  is,  that  Buonaparte  himself  was  still  at  Lyons  on  the  11th. 
It  is  hoped  that  Ney,  who  is  at  Besan9on,  will  do  something.  I  wish  he 
may  fire  a  shot,  which  nobody  has  done  yet.  Buonaparte  has  told  his 
troops,  '*  Point  de  derations ;  point  de  noblesse,"  which  it  is  thought 
here  will  have  a  great  effect;  but  I  cannot  say  I  think  so,  as  both  French 
soldiers  and  officers  aspire  to  the  one,  and  the  latter  are  fond  of  the  other. 

Paris  continues  quiet. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  your  Grace,  which  arrived  yesterday,  from  Mr. 
Schrader.  His  principal  object  is,  I  think,  to  say  just  enough  to  be  re- 
warded for  his  services. 

I  have  as  yet  heard  nothing  from  England  in  regard  to  Napoleon's  ar- 
rival. It  is  possible  that  this  letter  may  reach  your  Grace  before  that  I 
wrote  on  the  11th,  as  I  sent  that  by  Brussels,  M.  de  Jaucourt  then  believing 
that  the  Strasburg  road  was  not  safe.  I  understand,  however,  that  it  is 
perfectly  so.  The  Duchess  went  off  Saturday  night,  just  at  the  moment 
that  a  messenger  arrived  with  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Edward 
Pakenham.    I  commissioned  Mr.  Briscall  to  tell  it  her. 

Alava  is  here. 

Your  most  faithful  servsnt, 

FiTzRoY  Somerset. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  ManHud  the  Duke  oj  Wellington, 

Mt  dear  Lord,  London,  14th  March,  1815. 

As  the  intelligence  of  the  ratification  of  the  American  peace  may  be  of 
importance  at  the  present  conjuncture,  the  rather  after  our  late  disaster,  I 
lose  no  time  in  sending  you  the  official  notification  of  it.  Their  success  at 
New  Orleans  had  not  altered  the  temper  either  of  the  government  or  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  The  former  ratified,  and  the  latter  rejoiced 
with  the  utmost  impatience  and  delight. 

Our  com  riots  have  ceased  in  London ;  and  as  there  is  no  movement  in 
the  manufacturing  towns  beyond  some  wicked  placards,  I  hoi)c  this  em- 
barrassment will  jiass  away.     You  will  perceive  we  carried  the  bill  througji 

1  ^^ 
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the  Commons  with  a  high  hand  ;  and  the  immense  majority  last  night  in 
the  Lords  against  Lord  Grey's  motion  for  further  inquiry  will  haTe  the 
best  effect. 

Our  details  from  France  are  very  imperfect.  The  *Moniteur'  of  the 
11th,  announcing  Buonaparte's  expected  entry  into  Lyons  on  the  10th,  has 
reached  the  city,  and  excited,  naturally,  fears  as  to  the  fidelity  of  the 
troops.  All  private  letters  from  Paris,  to  the  10th  inclusiTe,  speak  san- 
guinely  of  the  loyalty  of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  the  people. 

Lord  Grey  and  Whitbread  threw  out  last  night  a  hope  that  we  should 
abstain  from. all  interference  in  what  is  passing  in  France.  I  was  not  my- 
self  present,  being  confined  by  a  cold ;  but  I  understand  this  sentiment  was 
very  coldly  received,  and  I  am  sure  will  not  be  re-echoed  by  the  nation. 
Provided  the  King  and  his  adherents  can  give  a  oufliciently  national  com- 
plexion to  his  cause  to  relieve  the  Powers  of  Europe  from  the  odium  of  ap- 
pearing to  impose  him  by  arms  upon  France,  he  may  venture  to  call  for 
foreign  assistance. 

To  save  that  pride  which  it  is  so  dangerous  to  offend  in  France,  some 
caution  will  be  requisite  in  drawing  up  your  declaration.  When  at  Paris, 
with  large  armies  in  the  heart  of  France,  and  a  new  system  to  launch,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia's  declaration  that  Napoleon  and  his  dynasty  had  ceased 
to  reign,  and  that  the  Allies  never  would  treat  with  him,  was  well  timed ; 
but  I*doubt  whether  you  can  now  venture  to  take  it  so  high,  if  Buonaparte 
is  extensively  supported,  without  giving  him  an  advantage  in  exciting  the 
army  and  nation  to  resist  foreign  dictation. 

We  can  often  do  more  than  we  can  say  ;  and  I  see  no  reason  to  fear  that 
the  Parliament  or  the  nation  will  shrink  from  supporting  the  Continental 
Powers  in  whatever  system  of  vigorous  policy  they  may  be  prepared  to 
adopt  against  Buonaparte.    We  must  only  at  the  outset  avoid  too  dictatorial 
a  pledge,  which  might  give  his  adherents  in  France,  as  well  as  the  Opposi- 
tion here,  the  handle  to  represent  the  support  of  the  Bourbons  as  a  foreign 
and  not  a  French  cause.    Might  not  the  declaration  be  addressed  to  Loois 
XVIII.,  expressing  the  indignation  excited  by  this  attempt ;  stating  the 
sense  entertained  by  the  Powers  of  Europe  of  ihe  benefits  conferred  on  the 
Continent  by  his  return  to  France ;  that  he  had  given  to  his  own  subjects 
and  to  the  world  that  repose  of  which  Napoleon  by  his  unrelenting  ambi- 
tion and  faithless  conduct  had  so  long  deprived  it ;  that  they  looked  to  him 
as  the  only  hope  and  assurance  that  Europe  could  have  of  the  continuance 
of  these  blessings ;  and  that,  whilst  they  disclaimed  all  interference  in  the 
internal  concerns  of  France,  they  were  ready  to  support  him  as  the  lawful 
Sovereign  against  all  his  enemies  ?    After  a  declaration  of  this  kind,  if  the 
Legislature  adheres  stoutly  to  the  King,  I  think,  upon  their  repreaentaium 
of  its  expediency  to  check  a  civil  war,  the  King  might  accept  foreign  aid. 

Excuse  these  hasty  ideas,  which  are  merely  hints,  and  not  instructioxis. 

Ever  yours,  my  dear  Lord,  very  sincerely, 

Castlbreaoh. 


ALARMING  STATE  OF  AFFAIHS  IN  FRANCE.  597 

Viscount  CcLstlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  cf  Wellington. 

Mt  DEAB  Lord,  Si.  James's  Square,  16th  March,  1815. 

The  accounts  from  Lord  FitzRoy  are  bo  bad  that  we  can  feel  no  confi- 
dence of  the  King*s  means  to  sustain  himself,  and  the  whole  may  crumble 
to  pieces,  so  as  to  leave  us  no'cause  to  support,  except  an  undisguised  dic- 
tation to  France  as  to  her  Monarch,  which  we  could  not  justify  or  regard 
as  permanent,  even  if  we  had  power,  in  a  military  sense,  to  give  it  an 
existence. 

This  will  naturally  induce  you  to  pause  in  bringing  forward  any  general 
declaration,  which  must  not  be  hazarded  on  light  or  doubtful  grounds^ 
Under  the  circumstances  first  represented,  and  being  desired  by  the  King, 
its  effect  would  have  been  to  animate,  whilst  to  refuse  it  would  have  been 
to  betray  a  dangerous  indifference ;  but  the  question  is  different  now.  Our 
march  must  be  regulated  as  when  we  entered  France,  upon  principles  we 
can  avow  and  maintain  towards  the  nation.  If  they  will  not  make  the  cause 
of  the  Bourbons  sufficiently  their  own  to  enable  us  to  support  it  as  theirs, 
we  cannot  maintain  it  as  ours. 

If  you  find  money  indispensable  to  bring  the  Prussians  effectually  for- 
ward, you  may  advance  them  something  out  of  the  balance  of  the  Sup- 
plementary Convention,  for  which  we  are  to  accotmt  exclusively  with  them. 
They  will  probably  have  claims  to  the  amount  of  400,000^.  If  you  find  it 
necessary  to  assist  them,  do  it  progressively,  and  make  Hardenberg  keep 
it  quiet.  To  retain  this  spur  in  hand,  you  had  better  take  the  advance 
upon  yourself,  without  admitting  that  you  have  instructions  to  au- 
thorise it. 

Harrowby  observed  an  ambiguity  of  expression  in  my  last  despatch  re- 
lative to  the  Dutch  loan.  Of  course  it  will  be  understood  that  the  half  is 
only  to  be  borne  by  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  each  Power  bearing  one 
fourth. 

The  Duchess  safe  arrived. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  sincerely, 

Gastlebbagh. 


Viscount  CasUereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

My  Lobd,  Foreign  Office,  16th  March,  1815. 

The  despatches  received  this  morning  from  Paris,  copies  of  which  I  en- 
close, your  Grace  will  observe  give  a  most  imfavourable  account  of  the  state 
of  the  King's  affairs. 

Although  Paris  and  the  country  generally  are  tranquil,  and  the  population 
not  unfriendly  to  the  government,  the  progress  of  Buonaparte  appears  to 
have  been  hitherto  unchecked  by  any  opposition  from  the  army,  whilst 
strong  indications  of  disaffection  have  manifested  themselves  in  particular 
corps,  some  of  which  have  actually  joined  themselves  to  his  standard. 

The  private  letters  do  not  afford  a  more  encouraging  prospect ;  and  if  the 
force  under  Marshal  Macdonald,  or  some  other  of  the  corps  to  the  south- 
ward, cannot  be  brought  speedily  to  act  against  him,  the  dissolution  of  the 
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King's  authority  and  government  may  be  speedily  effected,  in  opposition  to 
the  inclination  of  the  nation,  by  the  supineness  or  corruption  of  the  soldiery. 

The  alarming  aspect  affairs  have  so  suddenly  and  (when  compared  with 
all  the  early  reports)  so  unexpectedly  taken,  will  no  doubt  have  been  noti- 
fied to  your  Lordship  direct  from  F&ris.  In  the  judgment  of  His  Majesty's 
ministers  these  circumstances  form  only  so  many  additional  motives  for  the 
Powers  of  Europe  to  assemble  without  delay  a  most  powerful  force  upon 
the  Rhine,  and  in  advance  of  that  river,  as  the  only  means  of  securing  the 
peace  of  Europe,  in  the  event  of  Buonaparte's  resumi)tion  of  the  govern- 
ment, or,  if  the  French  nation  shall  stand  by  their  lawful  Sovereign,  of  en- 
couraging and  supporting  them  in  doing  so. 

The  great  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  question  may 
however  suggest  more  caution  to  be  observed  in  the  issuing  of  any  declara- 
tion from  Vienna  till  the  character  of  the  contest  is  more  precisely  esta- 
blished ;  for  although  interference  on  the  \ysLrt  of  the  Great  Powers  of 
Europe  would,  in  the  judgment  of  His  Majesty's  government,  be  both  wise 
and  necessary,  at  the  instance  of  the  King  and  his  government,  if  sustained 
by  an  adequate  national  support,  yet,  consistent  with  the  principles  on 
which  the  Allies  have  hitherto  acted,  it  would  be  a  very  diflferent  question 
to  march  into  France  for  the  purix)se  of  restoring  a  Sovereign  who  had  been 
betrayed  and  abandoned  by  his  own  troops  and  subjects. 

I  state  these  principles  for  your  Grace's  consideration,  leaving  the  appli- 
cation of  them  to  your  judgment,  as  circumstances  arise,  upon  conference 
with  the  ministers  of  the  other  Courts.  You  will,  however,  lose  no  occasion 
of  calling  their  attention  to  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  as  the  only  safe  basis 
upon  which  their  conduct  can  now  be  founded.  If  Buonaparte  is  again  to 
appear  upon  the  stage,  and  to  wield  the  power  and  resoiuxx^s  of  France, 
more  especially  under  the  intoxication  of  such  a  restoration,  there  is  no 
safety  for  Europe  but  in  a  close  and  indissoluble  union  of  the  Four  Groat 
Powers,  supix)rted  by  all  the  other  States,  who  will  naturally  rally  round 
their  standard. 

I  am  sorry  to  observe,  by  despatches  from  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  that  the 
Prussians  have  already  withdrawn  a  considerable  part  of  their  force,  not 
less  than  40,000  men,  from  the  country  between  the  Meuse  and  the 
Moselle,  weakening  at  the  same  time  the  garrison  of  Luxembourg.  Your 
Grace  will  feel  the  pressing  importance  of  providing  adequately  for  tliis 
important  part  of  the  frontier,  including  the  provisioning  of  that  fortress. 

You  will  also  use  your  utmost  influence  to  terminate  amicably  the  exist- 
ing differences  between  Austria  and  Bavaria,  and  to  secure  the  effective  aid 
of  the  latter  Power  at  this  critical  conjuncture. 

Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  have  prevailed  under  other  circum- 
stances, I  trust  that  every  minor  consideration  will  be  buried  in  the  com- 
mon interest  wliich  all  must  feel  to  preserve,  at  least  so  far  as  concerns  tho 
existing  boundaries  of  France,  the  glorious  results  of  the  late  war. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect, 

My  Lord,  your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castusbeagii. 
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Major-General  Sir  JL  Lowe  to  OenertU  Kleist. 

Monsieur  le  G£x£ral,  A  Bnuelles,  ce  16  Mai-s,  1815. 

Le  Prince  H^rdditaire  m'a  chargd  de  vous  envoyer  la  copie  ci-adjointc 
d'uiie  lettrc  qu'il  vient  do  rccevoir  dans  ce  moment  du  G^n^ral  Fagcl.  Si 
cc  conteuu  est  vrai,  ou  bicn  fondd,  Votre  Excellence  naturellemcnt  en  aura 
re9j^  des  avis  par  dcs  autres  occasions. 

En  tout  cas  S.A.R.  a  pris  toutes  cos  mesures  n^ccssaircs,  soit  \youT  assistcr 
la  cause  du  Roi  Louis  XVIIl.  en  cas  que  les  circonstances  ix)urroient  i'exiger, 
soit  pour  se  defendre  en  cas  des  mallieurs  entraincroient  le  besoin  d'un  tel 
systSme.  II  a  ddja  donne'  ordre  pour  la  reunion  de  ses  trou^jes  &  Ath  et 
dans  le  voisinage,  et  dans  tr^s  pcu  de  jours  notre  armde  y  sera  rasscmbl^e. 
11  a  re9U  avis  au  meme  terns  que  S.A.R.  le  Prince  Souverain,  des  le  mo- 
ment d'entendre  les  nouvellcs  du  d^barquement  de  Buonaparte,  a  donn6 
ordre  ix)ur  la  marclie  de  I'arm^e  UoUandoise  dans  la  direction  do  Maes- 
tricht  et  Hasselt.  11  esp^re  quMl  se  trouvera  bientot  un  corps  d'cnviron  20 
mille  hommes. 

En  prenant  toutes  les  mesures  pr^utionaires  que  d^()endcnt  de  lui,  il 
n*a  pas  manqu^  en  mdme  terns  chercher  toutes  les  notions  possibles  sur  les 
mouvemcns  de  Buonaparte  et  les  dispositions  que  pent  pi-endro  le  Roi  pour 
se  soustraire  de  son  attentat.  S.A.R.  a  envoyd  un  ofiicier  de  confiance  h 
Paris  pour  faire  connoitre  au  Ministre  Anglais  les  mesures  qu'on  prcnd, 
afin  que  le  Roi  en  pent  ctro  instruit,  et  que  Sa  Majesty  peut  faire  connoitre 
lui-m§me  ses  voeux  et  ddsirs  sur  tel  objet,  S.A.R.  dtant  ddtermind  d*y 
accdder  en  tons  les  points  quHl  croit  dtre  dans  les  vues  de  son  gouveme- 
ment,  sans  mdme  attendre  des  instructions  praises  ^  cet  dgard. 

Si  Buonaparte  est  aniv^  ou  arrivera  dans  peu  de  jours,  son  premier 
mouvement  serait  naturellement  avec  toutes  ses  forces  dans  cette  direction. 
Telle  ai-je  entcndu  a  d^jk  ^t^  sa  declaration.  Dans  le  cas  qu'il  rencontre 
des  obstacles  dans  la  marche  h  Paris,  nous  scrons  en  avant,  et  a  m^me  de 
pouvoir  op^rer  quelque  chose  h  lavantage  du  Roi  s'il  exige.  C'est  dans  le 
jugcmcnt  de  V.E.  dc  ddcider  sur  les  meillcures  mesures  k  prendre  avec 
Tarmde  sous  ses  ordrcs  dans  dcs  cas  si  extraordiuaires.  La  marche  en  avant 
de  son  armde  a  paru  Ik  Son  Altesse  Roy  ale  la  chose  la  plus  favorable  }K)ur 
Topinion  gdndrale,  et  pour  acceldrer  toute  operation  ultdrieure;  mais  ce 
mouvement  auroit  plus  qu'un  double  eflet  s'il  dtoit  appuyd  par  les  memcs 
demonstrations  du  cotd  de  Parmde  Prussicune,  si)dcialement  pour  ce  qui  a 
rapport  h  Popinion  gdndrale  en  France,  et  h  vos  de'sirs  de  s'opposer  aux  plans 
de  Buonaparte  pour  la  subversion  du  systeme  actuel.  Le  Prince  a  4i4 
cliarmd  d'entendre  la  disposition  que  V.E.  a  ddjli  manifest^  h,  cet  dgard. 
11  m'a  chargd  de  vous  en  donner  ses  remercimcns,  et  k  dire  qu'il  on  est 
sensible  on  ne  peut  plus. 

II  voit  toute  I'avantage  de  la  position  fixde  pour  I'armde  Prussienne ;  et 
s'il  a  cru  suggdrer  quelques  ddmonstrations  plus  marqudcs  siu*  les  fronticres 
dc  la  France,  il  ne  doute  pas  que  les  raisonnemens  ofiferts  no  lui  seroieiit  |)as 
d'excusc. 

La  plupart  dcs  garnisons  de  Lille,  Valenciennes,  et  Maubcuge  sont 
marchds  ix)ur  Paris,  mais  c'est  pour  revenir  bientot  si  Buonaparte  s'empare 
de  la  capiiale.    S'il  rencontre  de  I'opposition,  nous  voici  bien  k  memo  do 

pouvoir  en  profitor. 

H.  Lowe. 
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The  Prince  of  Orange  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  dear  Lord,  Brussds,  17th  March,  1815. 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  14th  ;  and  it  is  indeed  with  satis- 
faction that  I  have  heard  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  is  likely  to  come  to 
the  Netherlands.  I  will  be  happy  to  deposit  in  his  hands  the  command 
tho  British  government  thought  me  worthy  to  be  intrusted  with ;  and  I 
shall  always  be  proud  of  this  mark  of  confidence.  But  although  it  wx)uld 
have  been  mortifying  to  me  to  give  it  up,  under  the  present  circiunstanoes, 
to  anybody  else,  yet  to  him  I  do  it  with  pleasure ;  and  he  may  be  well 
assured  that  under  all  circumstances  I  will  second  him  upon  a  larger  scale 
with  the  same  zeal  I  served  him  formerly  as  his  aide-de-camp.  I  shall 
never  forget  that  period  of  my  life ;  I  owe  everything  to  it ;  and  if  I  now 
may  ho^ie  to  be  of  use  to  my  country,  it  ia  to  the  experience  I  acquired 
under  him  that  I  have  to  attribute  it. 

Everything  in  this  moment  depends  upon  collecting  a  large  body  of 
troops  ou  the  northern  frontier  of  France,  since  Buonaparte  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, enter  Paris  very  shortly.  He  then  will  move  without  delay  down 
upon  this  froutier ;  and  I  am  assured  that  in  one  of  his  proclamations, 
which,  however,  I  have  not  seen,  he  declares  his  intention  to  retake  Bel- 
gium ;  but  if  he  does  not  attack  us,  it  becomes  our  game  to  move  upon 
him  without  delay.  I  have  taken  all  the  steps  of  precaution  I  thought 
necessary  under  the  present  circumstances.  I  can  rely  upon  the  assistaiiee 
of  General  Kleist.  I  have  persuaded  my  father  to  assemble  a  large  body 
of  Dutch  troops  about  Maestricht ;  and  steps  have  been  taken  by  him  to 
that  effect.  The  disposable  British  troops  are  collecting  about  Ath  and  its 
vicinity,  so  as  to  occupy  the  country  between  Toumay  and  Mons.  I  had 
already  taken  it  \i\you  myself  to  order  the  works  at  Ostend,  Nieuport, 
Ypres,  and  Tournay,  to  be  carried  into  execution ;  and  they  are  in  progress. 
I  mean  likewise  to  secure  Mons  against  a  coup  dc  main.  What  I  want 
most  is  the  artillery  to  arm  these  places ;  and  I  beg  you  will  hurry  it  out, 
I  heard  of  the  guns  being  embarked  for  some  time.  The  ix»oe  with 
America  being  ratified,  it  would  be  very  desirable  and  most  necessary  to 
send  more  British  troops  into  this  country.  No  loss  of  time  is  everything 
in  this  moment;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  in  three  weeks,  if  not  sooner,  the 
French  revolted  army  can  be  and  most  likely  will  be  on  this  frontier  with 
Buonajyarte  at  tlieir  head.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Sir  George  Wood,  com- 
manding the  Koyal  Artillery  in  this  country,  to  write  for  more  oomjianies 
of  artillery,  which  are  absolutely  necessary.  I  think  it  is  in  contempla- 
tion to  organise  a  militia  or  something  of  the  kind  in  this  country ;  and  I 
am  sure  nothing  could  assist  tho  Belgian  government  more  in  this  than  if 
you  would  place  10,000  or  20,000  stands  of  arms  to  my  disiK)6ition  to  arm 
the  new  levies  if  required. 

I  send  to-night  an  officer  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  giving  him  every 
information  with  regard  to  the  army  and  to  my  plans  of  operation,  in  case  I 
am  called  iii)on  to  act  before  he  arrives.  My  dear  Lord,  I  think  we  ought 
not  to  give  ourselves  more  law  than  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  every- 
thing which  is  to  be  done  must  be  done  within  that  period. 

Ever  yours  most  truly, 

William,  Prince  of  Oraiiqe. 

Pmy  send  reinforcements,  if  you  can.  My  father  has  been  proclaimed 
to-day  King  of  the  Netherlands. 
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ExiraU  cTune  Lettre  de  S^Mron,  prh  de  Qenhfe, 

Le  17  Man,  1815. 

Le  pr^fet  da  d^partcment  de  TAin,  le  Baron  de  Capelle,  vient  d'arriver 
id.  Je  sors  de  chez  lui.  II  est  entr^  avec  moi  dans  les  plus  grands  details, 
surtout  ce  qui  s'est  pass^  dans  son  ddpartement.  Void  k  peu  pr^  ce  qu'il 
a  dit : — 

"  Quelques  moments  apr6s  les  ^tonnans  dv^nemens  arriv^  k  Lyon,  mon 
ddpartement  fut  inond^  dMmissaires  de  Buonaparte,  Ian9ant8  partout  sea 
proclamations.  Les  premiers  jours  je  fis  saisir  plusieurs  paquets  de  ces  im- 
primis ;  mais  lorsquo  je  me  plaignis  &  la  gendarmerie  de  ce  qu'elle  n'ar- 
rStait  point  les  individus  qui  les  colportaient,  ils  vinrent  tons  me  supplier 
de  ne  pas  les  obliger  a  une  d-marche  qui  les  perdndt  si  I'Empereur  avait  le 
dessus.  Je  fis  mettre  en  prison  les  premiers  gens  d'armes  qui  me  tinrent 
ce  langage,  mais  peu  k  peu  tous  devinrent  infid^les.  Je  me  servis  alors  de 
quelques  espions  secrets,  et  je  parvins  ainsi  k  arreter  une  r^volte  g^ndrale. 
Tout  dtait  en  fermentation ;  mais  personne  n*avait  encore  arbord  la  cocarde 
tricolore.  J*dtais  dans  cette  critique  position  lorsque  le  C!olonel  Gautier, 
qui  commandait  quelques  milliers  d*hommes,  vint,  le  ddsespoir  dans  T&me, 
me  faire  part  que  la  plus  grande  fermentation  existait  dans  ses  troupes ; 
qu'elles  ne  parlaient  que  de  Napoldon  ;  que  son  nom  les  dlectrisait  toutes ; 
qu'il  ne  voyait  aucun  moyen  d'dviter  une  iusurrection  gdndrale ;  et  que  non 
seulement  il  dtait  impossible  de  songer  \i  envoyer  ses  troupes  contre  Buona- 
parte, mais  qu'il  craignait  encore  de  ne  pouvoir  les  empdcber  de  courir  h 
lui.  *  J'ai  I'oi-dre,'  a-t-il  ajoutd,  *  de  conduire  mon  regiment  ici  (k  Bourg); 
lorsqu*il  verra  I'esprit  de  votre  ville  et  son  agitation,  il  sera  impossible 
d'arrdtcr  le  soldat.*  Le  Colonel  Gautier  paraissait  au  ddscspoir.  II  me  de- 
mandait  ce  quHl  devait  faire.  Je  lui  rappellais  ses  sermens  au  Eoi ;  11  me 
rdpondit  comme  un  homme  qui  n'avait  plus  sa  tdte,  que  la  cause  du  Hoi 
dtait  perdue,  que  toute  Tarmde  passerait  ii  NapoMon,  qu'on  ne  trouverait 
pas  un  soldat  qui  fit  feu  sur  lui.  '  Si  j*abandonne  mes  troupes,  je  n*ai  plus 
de  ressources.  Je  me  ddvouerais  inutilement  k  la  cause  du  Roi.'  Quand 
je  vis  cela,  je  ue  doutais  plus  que  le  Colonel  Gautier  ne  passa  a  Buonaparte 
si  ses  troupes  ddsertaient.  Le  soir  m^me  les  rdgimens  arriv6rent ;  je  les  en- 
tendis  un  quart  d'heure  avant  qu'ils  fusscnt  sur  la  Place  ;  les  oris  de  '  Vive 
Napoldon  V  remplissaient  la  ville.  D6s  lors  je  fus  certain  que  le  Colonel 
Gautier  ne  rdsisterait  plus  aux  vobux  de  son  regiment. 

"  Le  lendemain  de  cette  sc^ne  je  fus  voir  le  Mardcbal  Ney,  qui  venait 
d*arriver  k  Lons-le-Saulnier.  II  me  parut  tr^  mont^  contre  Napoldon,  et 
ddcidd  k  soutenir  le  Boi.  Je  le  vis  cependant  ddcouragd  en  apprenant  Tes- 
prit  des  corps  dont  il  venait  prendre  le  commandcment ;  et  en  raisonnant 
avec  moi  sur  les  moyens  de  ddfendro  la  cause  du  Roi,  il  dit, '  II  n*y  a  qu'un 
moyen ;  il  faut  qu'il  so  fasse  porter  sur  un  brancard  k  la  t^te  des  troupes. 
Je  r^ponds  alora  que  le  soldat  lui  sera  fiddle,  et  personne  n*aura  la  lacbetd 
de  Tabandonner.'  Le  Mardcbal  me  dit  qu'il  avait  fait  la  revue  des  troupes, 
et  leur  avait  fait  renouveler  le  serment  de  fiddlitd  au  Roi ;  'mais  peut-on 
s'y  fier,'  ajouta-t-il,  *  quand  on  voit  tout  ce  qui  se  passe  ?' 

''  Comme  j'dtais  tres  fatigud,  je  fus  an  moment  me  jetcr  sur  un  lit ; 
mais  jugez  de  mon  dtonnement  lorsque  mon  domcstique  vint  me  reveiller  a 
six  heures  du  matin,  en  m'apprenant  que  le  Mardcbal  Ney  dtait  sur  la 
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Place,  au  milieu  des  troupes,  et  qu'il  Icur  avail  annonc^  qu'il  paaserait  avec 
elles  aux  onlres  de  I'Empereur  Najwl^n.  Je  ne  pus  croire  k  octte  trahisoD, 
et  jo  fus  chez  Ic  Mar^chal.  II  parut  avoir  hontc  de  me  voir,  et  lorsque  je 
lui  demandais  si  ce  qu'on  m'avait  dit  ^tait  vrai,  il  me  r^pondit,  *  C*cst  un 
plan  arrets  avec  tons  les  MarSchaux.  Nous  avons  vu  que  les  choses  nc 
pouvaieut  aller  ainsi,  et  nous  avons  rappcld  Buonaparte.  Le  Hoi  est  un 
brave  homme,  mais  ceux  qui  I'entourent  ont  chcrch^  a  nous  humilier. 
Ghaque  jour  ils  devenaient  plus  insolcns,  et  quoiquo  nous  eussions  les  pre- 
mieres places,  on  ne  cessait  de  nous  faire  des  avanies.  Nous  ne  pouvions 
souffrir  CCS  afifronts.  Les  ^migr^s  ont  encore  perdu  Ic  Hoi.'  Je  ne  pus 
m'emp^cher  de  mMcrier,  *  Comment,  Marshal,  vous  avez  rappcM  cot 
homme!  Sa  presence  va  attirer  sur  la  France  les  arm^  ^trangdres.' 
*  Les  armies  ^trang6res !'  reprit  encore  le  Marcchal ;  *  lorsqu'on  saura  cette 
nouvelle  on  fr^mira  jusqu'au  fond  du  Eamschatka.'  *  Vous  sacrifiez,  done, 
votre  patrie  a  un  moment  d'humour !  Vous  avez  oubli^  tout  ce  que  Buo- 
naparte a  fait.  Croyez-vous,  Marechal,  qu*il  puisse  changer,  et  ne  voyez 
vous  pas  d*avance  tons  les  malheurs  assaillir  la  France  ?'  *  Je  oonnais  Buo- 
naparte mieux  que  vous,*  reprit  Ney,  avec  humeur.  *  Je  sais  tout  ce  que 
nous  avons  a  redouter,  mais  il  changera,  ou  nous  le  tuerons.'  *  II  est  im- 
possible qu'il  change  son  caractfere,'  reprit  le  prdfet ;  *  vous  ne  le  tuerez  i»as, 
parcequ'il  aura  trop  de  pouvoir,  et  vous-mdme  vous  risquez  de  i)^rir.  II 
vous  enverra  ^  IVchafaud  si  vous  contrariez  ses  projets.'  Le  Marshal  dit 
alors  avec  irritation,  '  Je  sais  tout  ce  que  nous  avons  a  craindre ;  mais  je 
prdf^re  mille  fois  etre  pild  dans  un  mortier  j)ar  Buonaparte  que  d'dtre  hu- 
mili^  par  les  gens  qui  n'ont  jamais  fait  la  guerre.  Les  Bourbons  ne  peuvent 
nous  convenir  ;  nous  avons  h^sit^  un  moment  si  nous  mcttrions  la  couronne 
sur  la  tete  du  Due  d'Orldans,  ou  si  nous  rai)^>clerions  Buonaparte.  L'opi- 
nion  de  Tarmec  nous  a  entrain^.'  Le  Marechal  essaya  alors  de  m'engager 
^  toumer  du  cut^  de  Buonaparte.  II  me  dit  que  la  rdvolution  ^tait  fait©, 
que  dans  quelqucs  jours  le  Roi  ne  r6gnerait  plus,  et  que  mon  int^ret  me 
commandait  de  proclamer  rEmjMireur.  J'ai  rdpondu  au  Marshal  que  ricn 
au  monde  me  forait  trahir  Ic  Hoi ;  et  lorsqu'il  a  insist^,  je  lui  ai  dit,  *  Si 
vous  violez  vos  sermeus,  vous  avez  au  moins  votre  gloire  militairc ;  vous 
pourrez  dire  que  vous  ne  voulez  vous  battre  centre  .un  ancien  fr^re  d^armes 
— centre  celui  qui  vous  avait  oomble  de  biens.  Mais  nous,  si  nous  trahirons, 
que  nous  restera-t-il  ?  la  honte,  I'infamie.  Nous  serons  \k  jamais  converts 
de  boue,  avilis  mdme  aux  yeux  de  Buonaparte.  Nous  sommcs  les  officiers 
civils  du  Hoi ;  c'est  entre  ses  mains  que  nous  avons  pr€t<$  serment.  Buo- 
naparte nous  a  rendu  ceux  que  nous  lui  avions  fait,  et  rien  ne  })OurTa  nous 
excuser  k  nos  ijropres  yeux.*  Le  Marshal,  en  voyant  ma  determination, 
n  a  plus  insist^.     En  me  quittant,  il  dit,  *  Faites  ce  que  vous  voudrez.' 

"  Jo  suis  rentr^  h  mon  pr«$fecture  profonddmeut  afflig^,  et  d^sesj^^rant  de 
la  cause  du  Hoi.  J*ai  reucontrd  partout  les  soldats,  les  jmysans,  fanatisfds 
au  nom  de  Buonaj^rte.  J'ai  appris  qu'on  avait  foul^  aux  pieds  la  oocarde 
blanche,  bris^  partout  rembl^me  des  lys,  d^chir^  les  drajHjaux  blancs.  Lo 
peuple  est  daDs  I'ivresse ;  tout  avait  la  couleur  du  commencement  de  la  Re- 
volution de  1789.  11  semble  que  Buonaparte  leur  apporte  la  Hbert^,  le 
bonheur,  et  les  delivre  de  la  tyrannic.  II  fiaut  avoir  vu  cette  effervescence, 
cettc  folic,  pour  la  croire.  Un  sous-prdfet  de  mon  d^partement  est  vonu 
me  voir  dans  ce  moment.    II  avait  fait  il  y  a  quclques  jours  une  proclama- 
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tion  des  plus  vimlentes  contre  Buonaparte ;  et  oependant  il  me  oonsultait 
sur  ce  qu^il  devait  fairo.  Etonn^  de  sa  question,  je  lui  ai  demand^  s'il  pou- 
vait  balancer  ?  II  m'a  parld  de  sa  femme,  de  ses  enfans.  Jo  lui  ai  dit  alors, 
*  Et  votre  proclamation  contre  Buonaparte  ?'  11  m'a  quitt^  comme  hors  de 
lui,  mais  je  suis  persuadd  qu'il  sera  rcst^  k  son  poste,  et  qu'actuellement  il 
administre  pour  Napol^n. 

"  Lorsque  j'ai  vu  que  la  r^volte  ^tait  g^n^rale,  et  que  Ton  no  tarderait 
pas  k  venir  briscr  k  ma  porte  les  armoires  du  Roi,  je  me  suis  dit  il  faut  pdrir 
en  les  defendant,  ou  abandonner  ma  poste.  Dans  la  circonstance  prdsente 
ce  ddvouement  aurait  4i6  inutile,  et  je  me  suis  ddtermind  &  venir  ici.** 


To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh.  [  847.  [ 

My  Lord,  Vienna*  18th  March,  1815. 

Your  Lordship  has  been  so  frequently  disappointed  in  your 
expectations  that  business  would  be  brought  to  a  close  here, 
that  you  will  not  be  surprised  at  finding  that  the  Swiss  Declara- 
tion has  not  yet  been  made,  and  that  the  settlement  with  Bavaria 
is  still  at  a  stand. 

The  delay  of  the  former  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  continued 
unwillingness  of  France  to  consent  that  the  three  valleys  of  the 
Valteline  should  belong  to  Austria,  unless  this  consent  should 
be  connected  with  the  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  Italy.  1 
believe,  however,  that  this  difficulty  is  at  last  overcome,  and  that 
the  Declaration  will  be  delivered  to-morrow  in  a  conference  of 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Eight  Powers  and  the  Deputies  of 
the  Swiss  Confederation. 

The  settlement  of  the  Bavarian  question  appears  more  diflS- 
cult.  The  King  of  Prussia  had  strongly  objected  to  the  cession 
by  Hesse  of  Hanau  to  the  Bavarians  in  exchange  for  Salzburg ; 
but  Ilis  Majesty  has  withdrawn  his  objections,  and  has  con- 
sented to  co-operate  with  the  other  Powers  to  obtain  by  his 
good  offices  the  cession  of  Hanau  from  the  Elector. 

It  will  remain  then  to  be  seen  whether  the  King  of  Bavaria 
will  cede  Salzburg,  of  which  I  entertain  some  hopes,  particularly 
if  the  Emperor  of  Austria  should  consent  to  leave  His  Majesty 
in  possession  of  all  the  pecuniary  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  manufacture  of  salt. 

I  enclose  your  Lordship  the  protocol  of  the  conference  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Five  Powers,  on  the  refusal  of  the  King  of 
Saxony  to  accede  to  the  cession  of  his  territory.  This  protocol 
has  not  yet  been  signed ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  its  contents 
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would  have  induced  the  King  to  accede  to  the  treaty.  Nothing, 
however,  has  heen  heard  from  him  since ;  and  I  am  apprehen- 
sive that  it  will  be  necessary  to  cany  into  execution  the 
measures  therein  referred  to. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  the  questions  between  Sweden 
and  Denmark.  The  Comte  de  Lowenhielm,  brother  of  the 
minister-plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of  Sweden,  arrived  here 
some  days  ago,  charged  with  a  mission  on  this  subject ;  but  I 
have  not  heard  that  he  has  had  any  success. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Tlie  Prince  of  Orange  to  Earl  Bathursi, 

My  dear  Lord,  BrasseU,  2 let  March,  1815. 

I  receive  a  courier  in  this  moment  from  Paris,  and  hear  from  General 
Fagel  and  FitzRoy  that  all  is  over.  No  troops  will  fight  against  Buonaparte ; 
they  all  join  him  ;  and  he  himself  is  probably  in  this  moment  at  Paris. 
The  King  was  supposed  to  have  left  it  on  the  19th,  but  this  is  not  certain, 
and  to  have  gone  to  La  Vendue.  The  Due  d'Orl^ns  is  at  Lille.  I  wrote 
to  him  this  morning.  Pray  send  out  the  reinforcements  that  are  intended 
for  the  Netherlands  without  delay,  and  arms  for  the  Belgian  militia  which 
is  going  to  be  formed.  It  would  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  this  government 
if  you  would  do  so ;  and  the  more  you  send  the  better  :  25,000  or  30,000 
at  least  would  be  required. 

I  desired  Colonel  Sir  G.  Wood  to  make  a  requisition  for  field  artillery, 
which  I  am  very  anxious  to  have  out  here  as  well  as  ammimition.  I 
caused  Colpnel  Colbomo  to  write  to  General  Bunbury,  enclosing  him  a 
list  of  all  that  vvould  be  required  to  complete  the  army  to  take  the  field. 
Every  attention,  I  believe,  is  paid  by  the  Prussians  to  Luxembourg ;  but  at 
the  same  time  I  mean  to  give  General  Kleist  a  hint  about  it.  He  is  col- 
lecting his  army,  and  is  going  to  have  a  strong  corps  near  Li^  to  com- 
municate with  the  army  in  Belgium.  The  Dutch  and  Belgian  army  in  the 
field  will  consist  of  23,100  rank  and  file,  out  of  which  3100  horse. 

For  ever  your  most  truly  devoted, 

William,  Prince  of  Orange. 


[  ^^'  ]  To  Lord  Burghersh. 

My  dear  Burghersh,  Vienna.  22nd  March.  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letter  and  despatches  of  the  16th.  I 
have  no  more  instructions  from  England  respecting  Murat  than 
you  have,  and  can  give  you  none. 
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He  has  offered  the  Austrians,  and  even  the  King  of  France, 
to  join  in  the  general  confederacy  against  Napoleon,  which  offer 
has  not  yet  been  accepted  by  either;  and  in  regularity  he 
ought  not  to  march;  and  in  marching  he  commits  an  act 
of  direct  hostility  against  the  Pope,  agsdnst  Austria,  and  against 
the  world. 

It  may  be  questioned  whether  that  act  of  hostility  can  or 
ought  now  to  be  resented,  if  Murat  should  himself  gloss  it  over 
with  the  professions  of  good  intentions.  When  I  say  "  it  may 
be  questioned,"  I  hope  you  will  believe  that  I  consider  it 
only  a  question  of  means ;  and  that,  if  the  Austrians  have  the 
means,  they  ought  forthwith  to  fall  upon  him.  I  take  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  almost  certain  that,  unless  he  has  coupled  this  act 
of  hostility  with  a  declaration  that  he  intends  to  be  King 
of  Italy,  he  will  not  be  attacked ;  and  I  recommend  you  to 
shape  your  course  accordingly.  Our  last  accounts  from  Paris 
are  of  the  19th.  At  that  time  matters  were  in  a  very  uncertain 
state ;  and  although  I  understand  that  the  legislature  intended 
to  accompany  the  King  if  he  should  quit  his  capital,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  means  of  a  civil  war  appeared  to  be  very  doubtful. 
The  solution  of  this  question  would  probably  decide  upon  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  against  Murat 

I  am  going  into  the  Low  Countries  to  take  the  command  of 
the  army,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  settled  here  a  treaty  something 
like  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  without  the  subsidiary  part 
Other  matters  here  are  going  on  but  slowly ;  and  Napoleon's 
expedition  has  not  increased  our  facilities. 

Give  my  best  love  to  Priscilla. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Wellington. 


To  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Wellcdey.  [  849.  ] 

My  dear  Henry,  Vienna,  24th  March,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  February. 

From  what  the  Emperor  of  Russia  said  to  me  here  about 
Spain,  I  should  doubt  that  TatischefiTs  efforts  at  Madrid  are 
directed  to  any  specific  object.  The  marriage  of  a  Russian 
Princess  into  any  great  family  in  Europe  is  very  diflScult, 
because  the  Russians  insist  as  a  point  of  dignity  that  she  shall 
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carry  with  her  her  Greek  religion ;  and  up  to  this  moment  none 
of  the  great  families  have  consented  to  receive  one  as  reigning 
Princess  on  these  terms ;  and  they  are  all  married  into  the 
families  of  the  third  or  fourth  order  in  Germany,  excepting  one 
Princess  to  a  younger  brother  of  the  Emperor,  the  Palatine  of 
Hungary,  where  the  Greek  religion  is  professed.  What  the 
Russians  are  looking  to  everywhere  is  general  power  and 
influence ;  but  as  they  have  neither  wealth  nor  commerce,  nor 
anything  that  is  desirable  to  anybody  excepting  400,000  men, 
about  whom  they  make  more  noise  than  they  deserve,  they 
can  acquire  these  objects  in  a  distant  Court  like  Spain  only  by 
bustle  and  intrigue.  The  Emperor  in  more  than  one  conversa- 
tion has  expressed  to  me  his  apprehensions  that  unless  we  should 
take  great  care  of  Spain,  we  should  throw  her  into  the  arms  of 
France,  and  his  desire  to  prevent  that  misfortune.  He  is  very 
insincere,  and  it  is  difficult  to  judge  at  all  times  what  he  means ; 
but  I  should  doubt  his  having  instructed  Tatischeff  to  oppose 
our  views  for  the  marriage  of  the  King  with  the  Portuguese 
family,  particularly  as  he  can  have  no  views  of  that  kind  for  one 
of  his  own  sisters. 

You  will  have  seen  what  a  breeze  Buonaparte  has  stirred  up 
in  France.  We  are  all  unanimous  here,  and  in  the  course  of 
about  six  weeks  there  will  not  be  fewer  than  700,000  men  on 
the  Frendi  frontier.  I  am  going  to  take  the  command  of  the 
army  in  the  Netherlands.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  leave  this  the 
day  after  to-morrow. 

I  have  recommended  Labrador  to  accede  to  the  general 
alliance,  and  I  am  going  to  give  him  a  memoir  of  a  plan  of 
operations  to  be  carried  on  on  the  frontier. 

Ever,  my  dear  Henry,  yours  most  affectionately, 

Wellington. 


The  Prince  of  Orange  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

Mt  dear  Lord,  '  Brussels,  24th  March,  1815. 

Buonaparte  is  moving  on ;  and  some  reports  say  that  he  is  not  far  from 
Lille.  The  Duo  d*Orl^ans  is  in  that  town,  which  makes  me  hope  that  it 
will  hold  out  some  time.  The  Princje  of  Neufch&tel  is  arrived.  He 
brought  me  a  letter  from  the  King,  who  is  at  Ostend.  I  send  the  Prince 
back  immediately  to  the  King,  entreating  him  not  to  leave  the  Continent, 
since  he  has  still  a  party  in  France  which  would  be  lost»  or  at  least  lose  all 
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hopes,  if  he  left  this  country,    I  have  moved  a  considerable  Body  of  troops 

u]X)n  Tournay,  which  I  mean  to  defend  as  an  intrenched  camp,  should 

Buonaparte  move  down  upon  me  on  that  point.   His  force,  by  all  accounts, 

cannot  be  considerable ;  and  I  think  myself  strong  enough  to  stop  him 

imtil  Kleist's  corps  joins  me. 

.    Ever  yours, 

William,  Prince  op  Orange. 

I  cannot  say  more  for  want  of  time.     Hurry  out  ever}'thing ;  no  time 
must  be  lost.    I  go  to  Tournay  to-morrow. 


Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  Earl  Bathurst, 

My  dear  Lord,  Hague,  24th  March,  1815. 

I  had  already  made  up  this  day's  mail  when  I  received  your  two  letters 
of  tlie  21st. 

The  mission  of  Tripp  to  Paris  was  a  measure  entirely  adopted  at  Brussels 
without  the  knowledge,  much  less  the  consent,  of  this  government.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  check  the  mischief  which  might  result  from  the 
motives  of  his  journey  being  known  by  requesting  His  Royal  Highness  to 
enjoin  strict  secrecy  to  all  the  persons  who  are  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstance. 

My  letters  to  Lord  Castlereagh  of  this  date  will  explain  the  mistake 
arising  from  Nagell's  conversation  upon  the  subject  of  the  plan  transmitted 
to  the  young  Prince  last  week.  There  is,  however,  a  lukewarmness  about 
the  King  and  his  ministers  whenever  I  bring  forward  this  subject  which 
will  not  be  corrected  until  our  engineering  commission  have  entered  upon 
the  active  exercise  of  their  functions. 

Although  the  Russian  minister  does  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the 
King  to  the  degree  which  has  been  represented,  he  does  mischief  as  a  pro- 
fessional planmaker,  who  has  a  system  ready  cut  and  dried  for  every  con- 
tingency which  can  occur. 

Only  this  morning  the  Secretary  of  State  showed  me  a  plan  that  minister 
had  confided  to  him  for  the  defence  of  the  King's  dominions  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  being  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  occupation  of  the 
old  Dutch  line  from  Antwerp  to  Breda  and  Yenloo,  and  the  advance  of  the 
whole  combined  English,  Prussian,  and  Dutch  armies  along  the  Mease  to 
Luxembourg,  which  of  course  leaves  Brabant  and  Flanders  at  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy. 

As  M.  de  Nagell  proposed  to  confide  this  paper  to  the  ambassador  in 
London,  I  could  not  but  point  out  to  him  the  mischief  he  would  do  to  his 
own  cauise,  and  recommend  it  to  be  thrown  into  the  fire ;  advice  he  was  at 
last  persuaded  to  follow. 

To  say  the  truth,  unless  the  Duke  of  Wellington  shows  himself  and 
uses  strong  arguments  to  compel  them  to  fortify  the  frontier,  I  see  plainly 
that  we  shall  have  to  combat  difficulties  at  every  turn.  The  want  of 
money  will  be  a  justification  for  delays  which  proper  energy  might  easily 
get  over ;  and  I  know  not  where  it  is  to  be  sought  unless  in  his 
counsels. 
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Believe  me,  with  many  remembranoes  to  Lady  Bathurst  and   Lady 
Musgrave, 

Ever  yours  faithfully, 

Chablbs  Stcabt. 

As  Pfhull  does  not  go  to  Brussels,  I  think  the  alarm  of  his  ascendency 
may  subside. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wdlingtan, 

My  dear  Duke,  Foreign  Office,  24th  March,  1815. 

Your  letters  of  the  12th  arrived  to-day,  and  whatever  minor  differences 
may  prevail,  the  main  principles  seem  to  be  sound.  The  common  sense 
as  well  as  the  common  necessity  of  a  strict  union  amongst  all  the  Powers 
for  war  and  for  peace  are  so  obvious,  that  I  do  not  apprehend  the  unexpected 
disasters  in  France  will  either  discourage  their  exertions  or  shake  their 
constancy. 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  give  you  any  intelligible  view  of  the  state  of 
things  in  France ;  the  Duke  de  Feltre  is  our  last  and  best  authority.  The 
army,  which  he  estimates  at  about  200,000  men,  is  nearly  all  gone  over. 
The  nation  is  for  the  King,  but  inactive ;  the  South  and  West  animated  by 
the  best  spirit  It  is  reported  the  King  has  Lisle,  but  we  know  not  for 
certain.  After  such  a  crash,  but  without  a  shot  being  fired,  we  must  wait 
for  some  time  before  we  can  judge  what  has  survived  the  devastation. 

My  former  letter  will  have  apprised  you  that  we  look  to  the  Treaty  of 
Cbaumont  as  the  natural  basis  of  our  future  system  with  the  Allies.  If  the 
Sovereigns  could  come  to  Brussels,  it  might  facilitate  much  a  perfect  under- 
standing, formed  upon  a  precise  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  affairs.  In 
the  mean  time,  as  you  may  wish  to  know  how  far,  imder  all  the  di£5cultics 
of  winding  up  the  expense  of  the  late  war,  the  British  government  can  go 
in  the  event  of  actual  hostilities,  I  have  obtained  authority  to  say  that  we 
can  furnish  five  millions  for  all  the  CJontinental  Powers.  The  payments 
must  be  equally  divided  in  twelve  successive  months,  and  the  distribution 
be  left  to  you.  In  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont  the  sum  was  the  same  for 
150,000  men  each  Power,  distributed  equally  between  Russia,  Austria,  and 
Prussia.  If  you  find  Bavaria  and  other  smaller  Powers  must  have  som^- 
thing,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  the  three  Aristocrats. 

With  respect  to  our  own  force,  we  cannot  attempt  to  carry  it  beyond 
75,000  men ;  but  with  what  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  and  the  King  of 
Hanover  can  add,  you  may  consider  that  the  quota,  independent  of  subsidy, 
which  fell  upon  Great  Britain  by  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  will  be  thus 
made  up. 

In  one  of  my  former  despatches,  undervaluing  the  success  of  Buonaparte, 
and  conceiving  it  impossible  that  the  King's  adherents  should  be  so  little 
capable  of  resistance,  I  contemplated  an  arrangement  of  force  upon  a  veiy 
inferior  scale  to  what  must  now  be  looked  to.  What  you  state  in  outline 
is  very  formidable,  but  not  beyond  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

You  will  see  that  the  question  respecting  Murat  is  !n  your  hands,  and 
yon  can  alone  judge  what  is  best  to  be  done.   I  doubt  Campochiaro  having 
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aothority  to  make  conditions  as  to  the  disix^ition  of  Mnrat*8  army 
without  reference.  Murat  can  have  no  fair  pretence  for  refusing  to  send  an 
auxiliary  corps  into  France  :  his  personal  presence  would  he  tmaeemly. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Cabtlbbbaoh. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  cf  Wellington. 

My  Lobd,  Foreign  Office,  24th  March,  1815. 

I  enclose  a  communication  received  from  Murat,  through  the  Chevalier 
Tocco,  who  has  heen  residing  here,  as  Mr.  Walker  has  heen  at  Naples, 
without  any  accredited  character. 

I  am  directed  hy  the  Prince  Regent  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  Mr. 
Tocco  has  heen  informed  that  no  answer  can  be  given  to  this  overture  in 
London,  and  that  the  decision  will  be  taken  by  your  Grace  (to  whom  the 
proposition  would  be  this  night  transmitted)  in  concert  with  the  other 
Powers  now  assembled  in  Congress. 

In  referring  this  question  to  your  Grace,  to  be  decided  on  the  spot  as 
may  be  best  for  the  general  interest  of  Europe,  I  am  to  inform  you  that, 
in  the  judgment  of  His  Royal  Highness's  confidential  servants,  the  Nea- 
politan question  has  assumed  a  new  shape  under  the  late  extraordinary 
events  in  France.  Whilst  Louis  XYIII.  was  supposed  to  be  firmly  esta- 
blished on  his  throne,  the  difficulty  was  to  consolidate  the  peace  of  Europe 
so  long  as  a  dynasty  remained  at  Naples  which  neither  France  nor  Spain 
would  acknowledge.  The  case  is  different  now :  it  is  a  question  of  public 
safety  in  Europe ;  and  neither  the  King  of  France,  nor  even  the  King  of 
Sicily,  can  expect  that  the  policy  to  be  observed  towards  Murat  can  be 
regulated  upon  considerations  of  minor  importance. 

If  the  Powers  of  Europe  should  consider  this  overture  to  be  bond  fide 
on  the  part  of  Murat ;  if  they  should  be  of  opinion,  under  the  actual  cir- 
ciunstances  of  Europe,  that  it  is  prudent  to  take  advantage  of  it ;  and  they 
find  that  Murat  adheres  to  his  professions  notwithstanding  the  extent  of 
success  which  has  attended  Buonaparte's  usurpation,  your  Lordship  has 
full  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  him ;  but  you  will  endeavour  to  com- 
Inne  it  with  such  arrangements  as  may  appear  best  calculated  to  insure 
Murat's  fidelity,  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  Italy,  and  to  leave  the  Aus- 
trian army  free  to  operate  on  the  south  of  France  in  force. 

If  Murat's  only  object  is  to  secure  his  footing  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  if  a  treaty  with  England  is  the  security  he  most  covets  to  obtain  this 
quietus,  he  ought  to  submit  to  such  arrangements  as  are  necessary  to  in- 
spire confidence  in  his  intentions.  With  this  view  it  appears  to  me  deserving 
of  consideration,  instead  of  remaining  in  force  towards  the  north  of  Italy, 
and  consequently  holding  a  menacing  position,  which,  being  liable  to  abuse, 
must  impose  upon  Austria  the  necessity  of  rendering  a  proportional  force 
inactive  in  that  quarter,  whether  he  might  not  be  required  to  unite  his  pro- 
portion of  active  force  to  the  Austrian  army  intended  to  operate  in  the 
south  of  France  (say  to  the  extent  of  20,000  or  30,000  men),  and  to  retire 
the  principal  part  of  his  force  to  the  southward,  making  such  reductions  in 
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it  as  a  rooognition  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  Russia,  and  Pmsaia  mnst 
render  prudent  on  his  part. 

Tour  Grace  will  of  course  have  no  concealment  towards  the  Prince  de 
Talleyrand  with  respect  to  this  overture ;  but,  whilst  yon  will  give  all  due 
weight  to  His  Highness's  reasoning,  the  Prince  Regent's  government  does 
not  consider  that  either  the  French  or  Spanish  plenipotentiarica  can  expect 
the  other  Powers  to  submit  to  their  judgment  upon  this  question  at  the 
present  moment,  when  the  tranquillity  of  Italy  may  so  essentially  influence 
the  general  security  of  Europe,  and  contribute  even  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  Bourbons  on  the  throne  of  France. 

On  the  other  hand,  however  wise  the  measure  may  be,  there  may  be  a 
delicacy  on  their  part  in  being  immediately  parties  to  it.  If  such  should  be 
the  case,  I  do  not  conceive,  if  all  the  other  Powers  concur  in  preserving  him 
at  Naples,  that  this  will  make  any  essential  difficulty  on  the  part  of  Murat, 
as,  when  his  recognition  has  been  once  obtained  generally  from  the  other 
Powers  of  Europe,  there  will  be  not  only  an  increased  motive  but  an  hon- 
ourable justification  for  the  Bourbons  at  a  suitable  moment  to  acquiesce  in 
an  arrangement  which  circimistances  have  rendered  inevitable. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Ghrace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlerbagh. 

P.S.  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Grace  a  despatch  from  Mr. 
Tocco  to  the  Due  de  Gampochiaro,  by  which  he  transfers,  on  the  part  of 
his  Court,  the  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  this  despatch  to  the  Duke. 

[Enclosubbs.] 

I. 

The  Chevalier  Tocco  to  Vi$count  CcutlereagK 

My  Lord,  Londres,  24  Mara,  1815. 

D*apre8  les  communications  verbales  que  j'ai  eu  l*honnenr  de  sonmettre  it 
V.E.  touchant  I'in^ranlable  intention  de  8.M.  le  Boi  de  Naples  2t  pers^^rer 
dans  lo  systSme  de  la  coalition  Enropeenne,  et  le  traits  d^finitif  de  paix.  tant 
d^sir^,  qui  doit  B*en8nivre,  je  m'empresse  d'exp^dier  au  Roi,  mon  maitre,  un 
courrier,  pour  qu'il  soit  instmit  de  tout  oe  dont  YJB.  m'a  fiadt  Thonneur  de  me 
communiquer  k  cet  objet 

Je  prends  la  liberty  de  prior  Y  J2.  de  faire  passer  la  ci-induse  an  Due  Gam- 
pochiaro. 

Agr^z,  My  Lord,  etc. 

Le  Ghevaurr  Tocco. 

II. 
Richard  Walker,  Esq.^  to  Vimount  Castlereagh. 

My  Lord,  Naples,  7th  ManUi,  1815. 

Gn  the  departure  of  Mr.  Pagan  from  this  city  the  charge  of  the  Consulate 
devolved  upon  me  as  Vice-Gonsul,  to  which  office  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
nominated  provisionally,  by  Lord  William  Benlinok,  until  the  pleasure  of 
Majesty's  ministers  was  known. 
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I  have,  therefore,  the  honcmr  of  infonning  your  Lordship  that  in  conse- 
qneQce  of  the  important  and  surprising  intelligence  of  the  escape  of  Buona- 
parte from  the  island  of  Elha,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  with  1200  or  1400  men,  in 
five  or  six  days,  as  is  reported  here,  an  extraordinary  Cabinet  Council  was  held 
yesterday,  and  I  received  a  note  last  night  from  the  Duke  of  Gallo  requesting 
veiy  particularly  to  see  me  this  morning. 

On  my  going  there  he  told  me  that  he  had  it  in  a  special  command  from 
the  King  to  inform  me  officially,  as  the  only  person  in  any  public  situation 
under  the  British  government  here,  that  His  Majesty  had  declared  to  the 
Council,  in  the  strongest  terms  possible,  his  firm  and  most  decided  resolution 
to  cultivate  and  preserve  the  fHendship  of  Great  Britain,  both  politically  and 
commercially ;  and  that  whatever  events  may  result  from  this  unexpected 
occurrence,  his  determination  to  attach  himself  by  every  means  in  his  power 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  was  unalterable :  his  expression  in  French, 
inSbrahUible, 

His  Grace  requested  me  to  transmit  this  information,  which  is  the  substance 
of  the  conference,  to  your  Lordship  by  a  Cabinet  courier,  which  he  sends  off 
to  London  this  morning. 

I  have  omitted  to  say  that  I  took  tho  liberty  of  expressing  to  the  Duke  my 
being  persuaded  what  would  be  the  King's  decision,  but  that  I  was  happy  in 
having  it  announced  from  such  high  authority. 

No  particulars  of  the  destination  of  Buonaparte  seem  to  be  known  here  ; 
and  even  if  they  were,  your  Lordship  will  naturally  be  in  possession  of  them 
long  before  you  could  receive  them  from  me. 

Being  witiiout  any  instructions,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  acting 
according  to  the  best  of  my  own  judgment,  and  if  I  have  erred,  it  has  not  been 
from  intention ;  but  I  should  be  extremely  happy  to  be  favoured  with  direc- 
tions from  your  Lordship  for  my  better  regulation,  to  which  I  shall  implicitly 
conform. 

The  courier  waits  for  my  letter ;  and  I  have  only  to  assure  your  Lordship 
that  whatever  events  may  take  place  hero  interesting  to  the  British  government 
I  shall  omit  no  opportunity  of  communicating  as  early  as  possible. 

With  the  utmost  respect,  I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

Richard  Walker. 

III. 
The  Chevalier  Tocco  to  the  Duke  de  Campochiaro. 

Mio  CABO  DcoA,  Londra,  26  Marzo,  1815. 

Profitto  delle  gentili  esibizioni  di  Mylord  Castloreagh  per  farvi  pervanire  la 
presente,  e  non  ad  altro  oggetto  che  per  ricordarmi  alia  vostra  memoria.  Lord 
Wellington  ha  dovuto  darvi  un  altra  mia  con  un  corriere  spedito  l*  altra  notte, 
in  seguito  delle  nostre  conferenze.  Malgrado  tali  occasioni  straordinarie,  ho 
giudicato  opportune  diriggervi  lo  straordinario  vinzoni,  che  parte  oggi,  affine 
di  darvi  le  dilucidaadoni  necessarie,  e  dei  dettagli  circa  ciocchi  si  h  qui  pas- 
sato.  Non  potrei  ripetervi  la  stima  che  ha  di  voi  Mylord  Castlereagh,  ed  il 
mode  con  mi  si  ^  espresso  sul  vostro  conto.  lo  che  vi  conosco  daVvicino  non 
avrei  potuto  dir  di  piii :  qual  sia  la  sensazione  che  ne  ho  provato  la  su(5,  in- 
dovinarcida,  non  ignorando  la  rispettosa  amicizia  che  ho  per  voi.  Ho  spedito 
alle  9  oggi  per  Napoli,  conferenze  a  mezzoggiomo,  alle  2  la  nostra  spedizione. 
Se  questa  vita  dura  ancora  un  mese  mi  scpelliranno  a  S.  Pancrazio  a  canto  al 
mio  povero  fratello.  Si  il  travaglio  6  grande,  la  riconoscenza  h  immenza :  voi 
ne  aaprete  gii  il  tutto.    Biille  saluti  a  Cariati  ed  a  Schirina.    Gradite  che  vi 
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ripeta  gli  attestati  della  mia  sincem  amiciiia.  Aq)etto  tra  gi<urni  la  dimfwiiane, 
80  oaloolo  che  sarete  anoora  a  Vienna,  ventS  ad  abbiBOiarYi. 
Non  mi  dimentioate  ool  buono  Abbate. 

Leon  Tocoo. 

Se  non  vi  riesce  del  "linimn  incommodo  (oondizione  foijola)  ▼!  pr^bemi 
spedirmi  col  prime  viaggiatore  un  ecran  per  lume.  Nel  ColL  Mark  k  pro- 
priamente  vicino  ad  una  bottega  ooU*  insegna  della  Beg^ina  Carolina.  Ce 
n*  eran  dei  bellisBimi,  eon  vaxj  trasparenti,  potato  poelo  sol  noatro  conta  Di 
nuoTO  addio,  potreste  epedirmelo  con  un  coiriere  Inglese  per  meESo  di  Lord 
Wellington,  che  ne  8pe<Uzie  tutti  giomi. 


[  860.]  To  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  Lord,  Vienna,  25th  March.  1815. 

The  Duke  de  Campochiaro  called  upon  me  some  days  ago, 
in  company  with  the  Prince  Cariati,  and  informed  me  that 
as  soon  as  Murat  had  heard  at  Naples,  on  the  5th  inst.,  of  the 
departure  of  Buonaparte  from  the  island  of  Elba,  he  had  called 
together  his  council,  and  had  informed  them  of  his  determina- 
tion to  adhere  to  his  alliance  with  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
and  had  directed  him  (the  Duke  de  Campochiaro)  to  inform 
the  Austrian  ministers  and  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allies 
collected  at  Vienna  of  this  determination.  He  made  the  same 
verbal  communication  to  Prince  Mettemich,  Prince  Talleyrand, 
and  all  the  other  ministers. 

In  three  days  afterwards,  on  the  23rd,  Prince  Mettemich 
received  from  Naples  reports  that  the  whole  of  the  Neapolitan 
army  was  in  movement  towards  the  frontier ;  that  Murat's 
horses  and  field  equipages  had  been  sent  to  Ancona ;  that  he  was 
himself  to  follow  immediately,  and  to  establish  his  head-quarters 
at  that  place.     He  had  not  moved,  however,  as  late  as  the  12th. 

It  appears  that,  for  some  days  after  the  5th,  he  had  mani- 
fested a  good  deal  of  interest  in  what  was  passing  in  France, 
and  was  much  agitated.  He  had  had  frequent  interviews  with 
certain  French  officers  established  at  Naples,  and  had  despatched 
several  of  them  into  France ;  and  he  had  given  very  unsatis- 
factory answers  to  the  Austrian  minister.  Count  Mier,  both  in 
regard  to  the  line  he  intended  to  pursue  in  the  contest  likely 
to  take  place  in  France,  and  in  regard  to  the  object  of  the 
movement  of  his  troops  to  the  frontiers. 

By  the  same  occasion  accounts  were  received  from  Rome,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  he  had  given  notice  to  Lucien  Buona- 
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parte  of  his  intention  to  enter  the  Papal  States  and  to  move  one 
column  upon  Rome,  and  that  Lucien,  thinking  the  measure  was 
in  the  progress  of  execution,  had  informed  the  Pope  of  it  It 
is  imagined  that  the  failure  of  Buonaparte  at  Antibes,  of  which 
accounts  had  been  received  at  Naples,  had  induced  Murat  to 
stop  the  march  of  his  troops,  and  to  delay  his  own  departure 
firom  Naples,  but  that  the  plan  will  have  been  resumed  and 
carried  into  execution  as  soon  as  the  accounts  will  have  been 
received  of  the  first  successes  of  Buonaparte. 

These  accounts  of  the  conduct  of  Murat,  coupled  with  the 
proofs  transmitted  to  me  by  your  Lordship  in  your  despatch  of 
the  12th  inst  of  Murat's  treachery  in  the  last  war,  appear 
to  have  convinced  the  Powers  assembled  here  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  attacking  him  forthwith. 

According  to  the  latest  accounts,  the  whole  of  Italy  was 
quiet,  and  apparently  the  expedition  of  Buonaparte  into  France 
had  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  disgust  and  terror. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  Murat  will  move  forward  as  soon  as 

he  shall  hear  of  Buonaparte's  success ;  and  if  he  should  find  that 

the  Austrians  do  not  tamely  submit  to  his  encroachments,  he  will 

probably  proclaim  himself  King  of  Italy,  and  will  endeavour  to 

revolutionize  the  country. 

I  have,  &C., 

Wellington. 


To  Lord  Viscount  CasUereagk,  \.  851.] 

Mt  Lord,  Vienna,  25th  March,  1815. 

The  King  of  Bavaria  has  expressed  such  an  unwillingness  to 
^ve  up  Salzburg,  and  it  appeared  so  likely  that  the  peremptory 
demand  of  that  point  by  Austria,  supported  by  the  other  Powers, 
would  create  a  breach  between  Austria  and  Bavaria,  and  lastly 
and  principally,  as  Prince  Mettemich  had,  in  negotiating  the 
secret  treaty  of  Paris,  made  some  verbal  promises,  which,  if 
admitted  to  exist,  would  do  away  the  force  of  his  treaty,  the 
Emperor  has  consented  to  waive  his  claim ;  and  I  enclose  a 
paper  whidi  will  explain  the  scheme  according  to  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  settle  the  arrangement  with  Bavaria,  omitting 
the  cession  of  the  town  and  a  great  part  of  the  territory  of 
Salzburg. 
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I  understand,  however,  that  Prince  Wrede  now  refuses  to 
cede  the  Innviertel ;  so  that  there  is  still  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  question  between  the  two  Powers  will  not  be  settled 
without  leaving  some  grounds  of  disagreement 

Prince  Wrede  is  to  be  called  to-morrow  to  the  Conference  of 
the  Five  Powers,  in  order  that  an  endeavour  may  be  made  to 
bring  him  to  reason. 

The  King  of  Saxony  has  written  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
to  request  to  have  time  to  consult  some  of  the  principal  persons 
of  his  kingdom  before  he  shall  consent  to  the  cession  to  Prussia. 
In  consequence  of  this  application,  the  protocol  which  I  trans- 
mitted to  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  No.  16  has  been 
signed,  and  its  provisions  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution ; 
and  I  expect  that  in  a  few  days  the  King  will  signify  his  assent 
to  the  arrangement 

I  have  been  concerned  to  observe,  however,  that  the  Prussians 
have  shown  an  excesave  eagerness  to  keep  possession  of  the 
whole  country.  They  have  complained  more  than  once  of  the 
joy  manifested  by  the  King's  puty  at  Dresden  upon  hearing 
of  Napoleon's  return  to  France,  and  have  expressed  their  appre- 
hensions of  the  consequences  of  placing  the  King  at  Dresden  in 
case  the  existing  crisis  should  lead  to  war  with  Napoleon,  and 
the  certainty  that  His  Majesty's  return  must  weaken  the  exer- 
tions in  the  general  cause.  I  have,  however,  told  them  plainly 
that,  if  the  King  consents  to  the  cession,  the  articles  agreed 
upon  must  be  strictly  carried  into  execution ;  and,  having  spoken 
to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  upon  the  subject.  His  Imperial 
Majesty  was  entirely  of  the  same  opinion. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  not  consented  to  make  the 
remonstrance  in  common  at  Stockholm  in  regard  to  the  Trea^ 
of  Kiel,  recommended  in  my  letter  to  Count  Nesselrode  of 
the*  ,  forwarded  to   your   Lordship   in  my   despatch 

No.  *  ;  but  he  has  consented  that  a  joint  remonstrance 

shall  be  made  by  the  ministers  of  Austria,  Russia,  France, 
Prussia,  and  Great  Britain,  to  the  Comte  de  L5wenhielm,  which 
will  be  in  substance  the  same  as  that  letter. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


*  Blunk  in  manuaeripi. 
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To  Lord  VisoimTU  CasOereagJu  [  862.  ] 

My  LoRD^  Vienna,  25th  liarch,  1815. 

Sir  Charles  Stuart  having  informed  me,  and  M.  Nagell 
having  informed  the  Dutch  mmisters  now  here,  that  the  Prince 
of  Orange  had  thought  it  expedient  to  take  upon  himself  the 
title  of  King  of  the  Low  Countries  upon  the  receipt  of  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  landing  and  progress  of  Buonaparte  in  France,  I 
made  known  this  circumstance  in  a  conference  with  the  minis- 
ters of  Austria,  France,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  on  the  23rd 
instant,  and  I  enclose  the  protocol  of  that  conference. 

I  afterwards  took  occasion  to  inform  the  Rus^an  ministers 
that  I  had  received  your  Lordship's  instructions  regarding  the 
arrangement  of  the  Dutch  loan,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
stated  upon  signing  the  protocol  that  the  Emperor  was  ready  to 
acknowledge  the  Prince  of  Orange  as  King  of  the  Low 
Countries. 

I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  ance  received  from 
Prince  Mettemich  regarding  the  claims  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  on  the  Low  Countries,  of  which  I  have  only  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt,  and  have  referred  it  to  Lord  Clancarty  and 
the  Dutch  ministers  here,  in  order  that  these  claims  may  be 
adjusted  in  the  manner  settled  by  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


To  Lord  Viscount  CasUereagh,  [  353. 

My  LoBD^  Vienna,  25th  March,  1815. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  affairs  of 
Switzerland  are  settled,  and  the  Declaration,  of  which,  with  the 
Protocol  in  the  Swiss  Commission,  I  enclose  copies,  was  de- 
livered to  the  Swiss  Deputies  three  days  ago. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  the  principal  difference  be- 
tween this  Declaration  and  that  agreed  to  by  the  Swiss  Com- 
mission previous  to  your  Lordship's  departure  from  Vienna 
consists  in  the  retention  of  the  valleys  of  the  Valteline,  which 
are  to  be  annexed  to  the  Duchy  of  Milan,  and  in  the  annexation 
of  the  Porentrui,  as  well  as  of  Basle,  to  the  Canton  de  Berne. 
The  first  measure  was  occasioned  by  the  strong  objection  of  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  Valteline  to  become  a  part  of  the  Canton  of  the 
Grisons.  They  are  by  local  circumstances  connected  naturally 
with  Italy  instead  of  with  Switzerland,  and  for  the  last  eighteen 
years  they  had  been  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  For 
these  reasons,  and  as  the  Valteline  is  a  military  position  of 
importance  to  the  Austrians  for  the  defence  of  their  dominions 
in  Italy,  it  was  thought  expedient  that  that  district  should  remain 
attached  to  the  Duchy  of  Milan. 

The  principality  of  Porentrui  could  not  be  used,  as  was  in- 
tended,  to  negotiate  with  France  for  a  cession  to  Geneva ;  and 
as  we  had  obtained  by  other  means  a  cession  firom  the  King  of 
Sardinia  for  Geneva,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  annex  the 
whole  Bishopric  of  Basle  to  the  Canton  de  Berne. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  has  agreed  to  cede  a  district  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Geneva,  including  Caronge,  containing  about 
9000  souls,  and  connecting  the  town  with  some  of  their  de- 
tached territories,  in  exchange  for  the  Genoese  Imperial  fiefs, 
to  which  the  Emperor  of  Austria  has  ceded  his  claims.  His 
Majesty  has  likewise  consented  to  the  neutralisation,  under  the 
Swiss  protection,  of  the  districts  of  Chablais  and  of  Faudgny. 
We  had  hoped  that  he  would  likewise  cede  a  district  whidi 
extends  between  the  Lake  and  the  great  road  of  the  Valais ; 
but  His  Majesty  has  stated  some  well-founded  objections  to 
making  this  cession,  and  I  believe  we  must  be  satisfied  with  the 
cession  of  Caronge,  &c. 

The  afikir  of  the  precedence  of  Ambassadors  is  likewise 
settled,  and  I  will  forward  your  Lordship  the  protocol  by  the 
first  messenger. 

In  consequence  of  our  refusing  to  agree  to  any  arrangement 
regarding  naval  salutes,  and  explaining  that  our  practice  was 
by  no  means  objectionable,  all  mention  of  that  point  is  omitted. 

I  have,  &C., 

Wellington. 


Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUingtan. 

My  Lord,  The  Hagae,  25th  MairJi,  1815. 

The  rapid  succession  of  events  since  I  had  the  honour  to  addrasa  your 
Lordship  hardly  enables  me  to  keep  you  regularly  apprised  of  the  measures 
to  which  the  state  of  things  in  France  has  given  rise  at  this  Court. 
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I  have  letters  from  General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who  was  empowered  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange  to  communicate  with  General  Eleist^  who  commands 
the  Prussian  troops  at  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

The  accompanying  paper  contains  the  substance  of  the  queries  trans- 
mitted to  that  officer,  together  with  the  answers  which  the  present  state  of 
the  force  under  his  command  allowed  him  to  return.  The  means  at  his 
disposal  are,  however,  likely  to  be  soon  materially  augmented,  as  General 
Gneisenau  has  already  quitted  Berlin,  under  orders  to  march  to  his  support 
with  all  the  corps  which  are  yet  in  the  countries  between  the  Weser  and 
the  Rhine. 

Their  immediate  advance  is  the  more  necessary,  since  the  spirit  which 
has  been  manifested  among  the  Saxons  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  after  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Congress  respecting  the  fate  of  Saxony  was  rendered  public, 
has  been  very  alarming ;  and  as  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  their  exer- 
tions, it  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  be  replaced  by  troops  which  can 
be  entirely  depended  upon. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  writes  me  that  10,000  of  His 
Majesty's  Hanoverian  troops  will  be  assembled  between  the  Ems  and  the 
Weser  before  the  end  of  next  week. 

Twenty-five  thousand  Dutch  are  already  on  march  towards  Maestricht 
and  Yenloo,  and  the  British  army  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  are  concentrated  in  the  vicinity  of  Ath.  Ostend  is  provisioned  for 
four  months,  and  the  British  magazines  are  placed  at  Antwerp. 

The  Landwelir  of  this  country  will  be  embodied  immediately. 

The  result  of  Colonel  Tripp's  journey  to  Paris  with  a  view  to  gain  intel- 
ligence to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  affairs,  and  to  learn  how  far  any 
movement  uxx)n  the  frontier  might  be  deemed  ex];jedient,  having  been  the 
expression  of  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  French  ministers  to  bring 
their  quarrel  with  Buonaparte  to  an  issue  without  the  intervention  of 
foreign  assistance,  it  became  necessary  to  wait  for  the  desxMitches,  of  which 
M.  de  Capellen  was  the  bearer,  and  for  the  declaration  signed  by  the 
Ministers  assembled  in  Congress  on  the  13th,  before  this  Court  could  decide 
what  part  to  take. 

The  intelligence  they  have  just  received  has,  however,  induced  the  King 
to  send  full  powers  to  his  Plenipotentiaries  authorizing  their  Immediate 
and  unqualified  accession  to  every  measure  which  the  other  members  of 
the  Alliance,  and  more  especially  His  Majesty's  ministers,  may  deem  expe- 
dient ;  and  as  Buonaparte's  arrival  at  Paris  has  now,  in  a  great  measure, 
decided  the  question,  they  are  at  the  same  time  directed  to  learn  for  the 
information  of  their  Court  the  extent  of  means  which  the  Allies  are  deter- 
mined to  bring  forward  for  the  re-establishment  of  a  government  in  France 
which  may  be  compatible  with  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  This  govern 
ment  relying,  however,  with  more  confidence  on  your  counsels  than  upon 
the  result  of  the  discussions  to  which  the  events  now  passing  may  give 
rise,  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  are  directed  to  express  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  King's  anxiety  that  you  should  accept  the  command  for  which 
you  have  been  selected  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  that  your  acceptance 
should  induce  you  to  lose  no  time  in  repairing  to  Brussels. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 
Tour  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

Chables  Stuart. 
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[Enclobube.] 

Gekebal  Klei8T*8  Opinions,  expTessed  in  a  series  of  Answers  to  Queries. 

Query. 

Suppose  Buonapcurte  to  be  at  present  at  Lyons,  joined  by  the  French  army, 
and  to  entertain  either  of  the  following  projects,  viz.,  to  endeayonr  to  subvert 
the  goYcmmont  by  marching  direct  to  Paris,  or  to  attempt  to  create  a  spirit 
in  his  favour  among  the  French  nation  at  large  by  marching  against  the  Allies 
stationed  on  this  side  of  the  Rhine,  and  endeavour  to  force  them  across  the 
river,  preparatory  to  any  changes  in  the  government,  what  are  the  means  of 
the  Allies,  and  what  would  be  the  best  disposition,  to  resist  him  in  either  project, 
or  to  disconcert  his  measures  by  anticipated  arrangements? 

Beponse. 

Si  les  Souverains  Alli^  ont  r^solu  de  prdter  leur  assistance  an  Roi  do  France, 
il  parait  qu'il  fiekudrait  avant  tout  s'assnrer  des  deux  points  de  Paris  et  Nancy  : 
Paris  comme  le  centre  do  Topinion  publique,  qui  panJyse  en  mdme  temps  Ics 
forteresscs  du  Nord ;  ct  Nancy,  qui,  conune  la  capitale  de  la  Lorraine,  oflGre  uon 
seulcment  des  ressources  immenses  pour  la  guerre,  mais  paralyse  en  mdme 
temps  les  forteresses  de  Metz,  Thionville,  Verdun,  Long^wy,  et  Sansoucies. 
Pour  assurer  la  sOret^  do  ces  deux  corps  et  ses  lignes  de  communication,  la 
politique  dictera  si  on  pent  demander  du  Roi  de  France  les  places  de  Mau- 
beuge,  Avesnes,  et  Soissons,  etc.,  on  d*y  placer  des  gamisons  mSl^es  avec  les 
Fran^ais  du  parti  du  Roi. 

Aussi  longtempe  que  Tarm^  Prussienne  du  Bas-Rhin  reste  dans  la  defensive, 
olio  sera  rassemblde  en  deux  corps : — 

ler  corps  k  Juliers,  42  mille  honmies. 

2e  corps  k  Ooblcntz,  9  mille  infanterie,  1500  cavalerie. 

Dans  oette  position  elledevroitattendreles  trois  cas  suivants : — 1.  L^ennemi 
se  dirige  siur  Mayenco.  2.  H  se  dirige  sur  Luxemboprg.  3.  U  se  dirige  snr 
Bruxclles. 

Dans  ces  difi(§rent8  cas  Tarrndb  pourroit  se  diriger  aveo  la  plus  grande  faci- 
lity ou  sur  Mayence,  sur  Treves  et  Luxembourg,  on  sur  Bruxelles.  H  semble 
que  la  meilleure  position  do  Tarm^  de  la  Belgique  (le  rassemblement)  seroit 
k  Ath ;  et  si  rennemi  dirige  ses  forces  oontre  I'Allemagne,  entre  Bruxelles  ct 
Louvain. 

Query, 

Suppose  a  part  of  the  French  army  not  in  immediate  contact  with  Bnona- 
parte  to  declare  itself  for  him,  and  to  hoist  the  tricolor  cockade,  what  measures 
to  bo  token  by  the  Prussian  and  Allied  forces  opposite  to  them,  no  violation  of 
the  frontier,  however,  being  attempted  by  it  ? 

BSpome, 

Le  Gdn^ral  Ck>mte  Kleist  donne  Tordre  qu*au  moment  oh  lee  tronpee  Fran- 
9ai8e8  orboroiont  la  cocardo  tricolore,  toute  communication  aveo  la  fVanco  ces- 
seroit,  et  les  troupes  placeroient  des  avant-postes  sur  les  fronti<^ros  commo  en 
guerre. 

Query. 
Suppose  the  frontier  to  be  violated,  what  steps  of  retaliation  to  be  used  ? 

R^pome. 
Alors  les  avant-postes  so  replioroient  sur  les  corps  de  rassemblemunt. 
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Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  DSAB  Lobd,  Hague,  25th  March,  1815. 

I  enclose  the  acoompanying  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  now  addressed 
to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

I  have  since  seen  a  letter  from  the  Hereditary  Prince,  dated  the  24thy 
stating  that  Louis  XVUI.  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  quitted  Lisle  for 
Courtray,  and  that  His  Majesty  is  now  at  Bruges. 

His  Royal  Highness  adds  that  Buonaparte  has  already  reached  Arras  at 
the  head  of  14,000  men. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  making  arrange- 
ments with  Oeneral  Kleist  to  move  forward.  His  letter  does  not,  however, 
clearly  explain  whether  it  is  his  intention  to  cross  the  French  frontier.  I 
should  conceive  the  instructions  which  he  received  from  Lord  Bathurst, 
dated  the  21st,  and  which  positively  direct  him  not  to  conmiit  any  act  of 
hostility  against  France  without  an  express  order  from  His  Majesty's 
government,  would  have  been  received  at  that  time,  and  would  induce  him 
not  to  pass  beyond  the  limit  of  the  Low  Countries. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  sincerely  yours, 

Charles  Stuart. 

[Enclosures.] 

I. 
Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

Mv  Lord,  The  Hague,  24th  March,  1815. 

The  moment  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  Louis  XYIII.  and  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  at  Lisle  was  known  at  Brussels,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Orange  thought  it  expedient  to  send  his  aide-de-camp,  Baron  Tripp,  to  that 
fortress,  with  a  letter,  repeating  the  offers  which  had  lately  been  brought 
forward  through  the  agency  of  the  same  person  at  Paris. 

The  resolution  of  Louis  XYIIL  to  adhere  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
answer  he  transmitted  through  his  ministers  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  before 
he  quitted  Paris  is  strongly  demonstrated  in  the  accompanying  letter,  which 
he  addressed  to  His  Boyal  Highness  upon  this  occasion. 

General  Count  Maison  having  been  deserted  by  the  whole  of  the  forco 
which,  under  his  orders,  had  covered  the  retreat  of  the  King  towards  the 
departments  on  the  frontier,  has  sought  refuge  at  Brussels.  This  officer  states 
that  he  has  every  reasou  to  believe  Buonaparte  will  move  at  the  head  of  all 
the  troops  he  can  collect  without  loss  of  time  in  the  direction  of  Lisle,  but 
that  he  will  not  be  able  just  at  present  to  bring  forward  a  larger  force  than 
40,000  Infantry  and  10,000  cavalry,  though  it  is  probable  that  number  may 
be  materially  increased  after  a  short  delay. 

As  I  have  reason  to  think  that,  under  these  cireumstances,  symptoms  of 
disaffection  have  appeared  in  some  of  tlie  towns  near  the  frontier,  I  shall  leave 
the  Hague  to-morrow  on  my  way  to  Brussels. 

I  have,  &c., 

Charles  Stuart. 
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Louis  XVIII.  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

MON  Cougnr,  Lisle,  23  Man,  1815. 

Je  suifl  bien  sensible  anx  sentimens  que  toos  iii*ezprimez  et  aux  o£frc8  que 
TOus  Tonlez  bien  me  £ure.  J  avais  d^  chaig^  le  Comte  de  Blacas  de  Tons 
en  remercier  de  ma  part,  et  je  snis  ti^  aise  de  tous  rq>^ter  que  c'est  arec 
oonfiance  et  s^cnrit^  qne  je  Tois  lea  armies  de  mes  alli<^  snr  les  fironti^res  de 
mes  ^tats,  qne  j'esp^re  qn'elles  n*entreront  p(»nt  en  France,  et  que  je  oompte 
d'aiUenra  snr  mes  traits  avec  enx,  et  sot  les  nonyeanx  engagemens  qn*ila 
viennent  de  prendre,  ponr  aasnrer  la  tranqmllite  de  TEnrope  et  I'iiid^pendance 
de  la  Fiance. 

Je  n*ai  pas  cm  devoir  taire  entrer  le  Baron  de  Tripp  dans  oette  place, 
qnelque  plaisir  que  j'ensse  en  k  le  voir.  Je  Ini  envois  oette  iettre,  et  je  vons 
prie  d'etre  bien  certain  dee  sentimens  d^attach^ient  sincere  arec  lesqnels  je 
sois,  mon  Cousin, 

De  Votre  Altesse  Boyale  le  ttte  affectionn^  Cousin, 

liOUlS. 


Sir  Charles  StuaH  to  FiM  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Widlington. 

Mt  Lord,  Bnusds,  25Ui  March,  1815. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your  Lordship's  information  the  copy 
of  a  letter  I  have  re6eived  from  Banm  de  Nagell  respecting  the  continued 
communication  between  Cond^  and  a  village  on  this  side  the  frontier. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

Chablbs  Stuabt. 

[Ekclosubb.] 
Baron  de  Nagell  to  Sir  Charles  Stuart, 

Bmzelles,  oe  24  Mai,  1815. 

J*ai  llionneur  de  communiqner  k  Votre  Excellence  la  copie  d'un  nqiport 
fait  k  Son  Excellence  le  Baron  de  Ci4>ellen,  et  de  soumettre  k  sa  sagesae  s'il 
convient  d*en  donner  connaissance  k  son  Excellence  ML  le  Feld-Mar^cbal  Due 
de  Wellington. 

Monsieur  rAmbassadeur  voudra  bien  me  permettre  de  lui  renoaveler  I'aa- 
snrance,  etc 

A.  W.  0.  DE  Nagell. 

La  fisunlit^  aveo  laquelle  la  communication  a  exists  jusqu'k  pr^bent,  malgr^ 
les  ordres  de  Votre  Majestd,  entre  la  France  et  ce  pays,  par  rinterm^dtaire  de 
Condd  et  de  Peruwolz,  petite  ville  des  Pays-Bas :  les  voitures  y  vont  et  y 
viennent  aussi  fiicilement  qu'il  y  a  deux  mois. 

II  parait  que  le  poste  d'Hanovriens  qui  s*y  trouve  n*a  pas  re^  jusqn'ii  pre- 
sent d'ordre  d*emp^hcr  la  communication,  et  qu'il  n*en  a  envoys  ^^ement 
aucun  au  maire  (homme  tree  eetim^  d'ailleurs),  lequel  n'a  appris  que  la  com- 
munication ^tait  intcrrompue  que  le  dlx-huit  en  se  rendant  k  Toumay. 

n  n'est  pas  douteux  que  ce  point  n*ait  scrvi  de  moyen  k  la  circulation  de 
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beauoonp  de  pereonnes  snspectes  et  dangerenaes,  et  peut-dtre  aussi  k  la  d^r- 
tion  et  k  Tenyoi  en  France  de  chevanx  et  de  munitions. 

[The  Adjutant-General  to  give  orders  to  our  outposts,  firstly, 
that  no  person  is  to  be  allowed  to  pass  out  of  the  country  with- 
out a  passport  signed  by  me,  or  by  M.  de  Nagell,  or  Baron 
pCapellen ;  secondly,  that  all  persons  attempting  to  pass  in  are 
to  be  sent  to  the  police  at  Brussels,  reporting  their  names  and 
qualities  to  head-quarters. 

Wellington.] 


Colonel  Scovea  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeU%ngt<m. 

My  Lord,  Chaddesden,  near  Derby,  25th  March,  1815. 

I  should  be  wanting  in  gratitude  if  I  lost  a  moment  in  offering  to  your 
Grace  my  services,  such  as  they  are  ;  nor  will  any  event  give  me  greater 
pleasure  than  to  find  myself  once  more  under  your  command  in  any  situa- 
tion you  may  think  me  qualified  to  fill. 

Believe  me,  my  Lord,  to  be  most  sincerely  and  truly 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

G.  SCOVBLL. 

[I  shall  be  happy  to  have  him,  and  will  write  to  him  when  I 
shall  have  looked  a  little  more  about  me. 

Wellington.] 


Qmerdt  C.  ColviUe  to  Fidd  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mt  Lord,  Bath,  25th  March,  1815. 

Having  now  attained  that  proud  object  of  my  ambition,  the  dignity  of  a 
Knight  of  the  First  Glass  of  the  Grder  of  the  Bath,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
troubling  your  Grace  with  the  knowledge  of  the  gratification  it  has  afforded 
to  myself  and  family,  and  to  many  others  who  have  had  the  kindness  to 
feel  interested  in  my  success  in  this  particular ;  for  although  your  Grace, 
when  first,  in  Paris,  you  gave  me  hopes  of  obtaining  this  honour,  most 
obligingly  told  me  that  I  should  owe  it  to  myself  alone,  I  cannot  less  feel 
my  weight  of  obligation  to  the  Gonmiander  who  has  upon  every  occasion 
80  favourably  brought  forward  the  notice  of  my  conduct  in  the  line  of 
service  I  have  had  the  good  fortime  to  be  engaged  upon. 

It  is  no  small  part  of  my  gratification,  I  assure  your  Grace,  that  of  the 
reward  conferred  upon  me  I  shall  have  many  participators  among  those 
whom  I  have  at  different  times  had  the  happiness  to  command  in  the  army 
under  your  orders,  conceiving  as  I  do  that  they  will  feeHhis  honour  as  re- 
flecting upon  themselves. 


622    EXTONSION  OF  THE  ORDETl  OF  THE  BATH.  March,  1815. 

I  cannot  better  express  myself  than  in  the  words  of  my  Lord  Bathnrst 
when  communicating  the  Prince  Hegent*s  gracious  intentions  :  "  I  would 
to  Grod  it  had  not  been  upon  such  a  vacancy  "  that  I  am  advanced  to  this 
dignity  ;  but  existing  as  it  unfortunately  does,  I  have  a  pleasure  in  men- 
tioning to  your  Ghrace  a  letter  to  me  from  the  late  Sir  Edward  Pakenham 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  own  appointment  to  a  Red  Ribbon,  and  which  I 
have  communicated  to  Lord  Bathurst  in  the  idea  that  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  him  to  see,  that  had  our  most  gallant  and  liberal-minded  friend' 
possessed  the  power  of  appointing  his  successor,  he  would  perhaps  have 
been  the  very  person  who  has  become  such. 

Permit  me  now,  my  Lord,  to  say,  that  in  the  prospects  opened  by  the 
late  unfortunate  events  in  France,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  I  have 
the  honour  of  again  serving  under  your  Grace's  immediate  command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  highest  respect,  my  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ChABLEB  COLYIIiLE. 

[I  am  very  much  obliged  to  him  for  his  letter,  and  sincerely 
congratulate  him  on  receiving  his  well  deserved  honours. 

Wellington.] 


r  854.1  '^^  ^'"'^  BcUhtirst, 

My  dear  Lord,  Vienna,  26th  March,  1815. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  February,  regarding 
the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  what  to  recom- 
mend upon  it.  I  don't  think  it  advisable  to  add  to  the  number 
of  180,  because  you  will  observe  that  for  every  officer  of  the 
army  you  add,  one  of  the  navy  will  be  added  likewise,  neither 
can  you  alter  the  list. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  your  rule  was  originally  defective 
in  the  allowing  of  the  appointment  of  Colonels  with  fewer  medals 
than  Lieutenant-G)lonels ;  and  the  application  of  it  has  been 
erroneous  in  every  rank.  Some  very  worthless  fellovrs  have  got 
the  Order,  and  others  highly  meritorious  have  been  left  out 
Some,  it  appears,  of  the  rank  of  Colonel  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
are  not  qudified ;  but  there  are  deserving  General  officers  who 
are  qualified  whose  names  have  been  omitted,  and  the  names 
of  others  included  who  really  deserve  very  little. 

However,  I  am  afraid  it  is  impossible  to  apply  any  remedy 
now. 

Ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  dncerely, 

Wellington. 


PRINCIPLES  TO  BE  ACTED  UPON  IN  FRANCE.      623 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  Lobd,  Foreign  Office,  26th  March,  1815. 

I  have  had^a  full  communicatioii  with  Lord  Melville  upon  your  Grace's 
despatch  relative  to  Antwerp.  The  Board  of  Admiralty  are  entirely  satis- 
fied with  the  precautions  your  Grace  proposes  to  adopt,  and  are  hy  no 
means  desirous  of  pressing  Admiral  Martin's  suggestion  with  respect  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Basin,  the  effectuating  of  which  they  conceive  would  not-, 
in  a  naval  point  of  view,  compensate  for  the  expense  and  odium  necessarily 
attendant  upon  such  a  measure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlebeaqh. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Field  Marshal  t?ie  Duke  of  Wellington, 

Mt  DEAB  Lord,  LondoD,  26th  March,  1815,  at  Night. 

I  have  nothing  material  to  add  to  my  letter.  We  wait  with  impatience 
for  intelligence  from  all  quarters.  The  great  question  is,  can  the  Bourbons 
get  Frenchmen  to  fight  for  them  against  Frenchmen  ?  If  they  can, 
Europe  may  soon  turn  the  tide  in  their  favour ;  and  the  process  of  fermen- 
tation once  begun,  they  may  create  real  partisans  instead  of  criers  of  *'  Vive 
le  Roi ! "  and  doers  of  nothing. 

If  we  are  to  undertake  the  job,  we  must  leave  nothing  to  chance.  It 
must  be  done  upon  the  largest  scale.  With  Mayence,  Luxembourg,  and  Lisle^ 
you  start  on  sdid  grounds,  and  no  fortresses  in  the  rear  to  blockade  as  before ; 
but  you  must  inundate  France  with  force  in  all  directions.  If  Buonaparte 
could  turn  the  tide,  there  is  no  calculating  upon  his  Slan;  and  we  must 
always  recollect  that  Poland,  Saxony,  and  much  Jacobinism  are  in  our  rear. 

I  wish  you  would  turn  in  yom:  mind  the  principles  to  be  acted  upon  in 
France.  The  applying  ihose  you  acted  upon  in  the  south  is  out  of  the 
question  to  the  force  you  will  now  command  of  all  nations.  The  utmost 
we  could  attempt  would  be  to  be  honest  ourselves,  and  this  would  only 
make  our  allies  more  odious.  My  notion  is  that  France  must  pay  the  price 
of  her  own  deliverance ;  that  the  King  should  consider  the  Allied  troops 
as  auxiliaries ;  that  the  revenues  should  be  received  by  his  ofRcers,  and 
afterwards  be  appropriated  in  a  just  ratio  between  his  native  and  foreign 
troops ;  that  every  corps  should  be  accompanied  by  a  French  ordonnateur, 
through  whom  all  requisitions  for  forage  and  subsistence  should  be  made, 
the  value  to  be  paid  in  hons^  the  liquidation  of  which  should  be  assured 
upon  a  peace,  either  in  whole  or  in  the  greater  proportion  at  the  expense  of 
the  French  government.  Unless  some  system  of  this  sort  is  agreed  upon, 
the  war  will  either  degenerate,  as  it  did  last  year,  into  an  indiscriminate 
and  destnictive  pillage,  or  we  shall  be  bankrupts  and  driven  out  of  the  field 
in  three  months.  I  know  the  difficulties  of  what  I  suggest ;  but  the  alter- 
native in  the  less  objectionable  sense  leads  at  once  to  impossibilities  and 
ruin. 

Pray  consider  whether  the  territorial  acquisitions  of  Austria  must  not  be 
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reduced  into  articles.    I  think  she  cannot  rest  her  title  merely  upon  the 
secret  and  very  general  article  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris* 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  ever  yours, 

Castlebeagh. 
We  long  to  hear  of  you  in  Flanders. 


Viscount  CoaUereagh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeQingUm, 

My  Lobd,  Foreign  0£Bce,  26th  March,  1815. 

I  enclose  for  your  Grace's  information  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  Sir 
Charles  Stuart,  in  which  are  sufficiently  explained  the  grounds  upon  which 
this  temporary  arrangement  of  the  mission  to  the  King  of  France  has  been 
made. 

Your  Grace  can  best  judge  of  the  means  that  can  be  brought  forward,  as 
well  as  the  measures  that  should  be  adopted,  in  pursuance  of  the  decisions 
taken  at  Vienna.  If  Lisle  has  been  saved  for  the  moment,  it  is  of  the  last 
importance  to  preserve  it  to  the  King.  With  this  view  an  authority  has 
been  given  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  upon  His  Majesty's  requisition,  to 
furnish  8000  Hanoverians  to  assist  in  garrisoning  it. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  in  the  Monitewr  of  the  22nd,  that  almost  the 
first  act  done  by  Buonaparte,  on  his  return  to  the  Tuileries,  was  creating 
Camot  a  Count /or  his  defence  of  Antwerp, 

Whilst  I  am  writing  to  your  Grace  upon  the  security  of  the  Low 
Countries,  I  think  it  right  to  mention  some  intelligence  which  I  received  this 
day,  the  truth  of  which  may  deserve  your  investigation.  The  substance  was, 
that  Buonaparte  had  taken  measures  for  introducing  a  number  of  officers 
into  the  Belgic  levies,  and  amongst  others  some  Poles,  from  whose  influence 
he  hoped  they  would  be  induced  to  join  his  standard. 

The  Duke  de  Feltre  estimates  the  French  army  at  200,000  men,  and 
thinks  Buonaparte  may  be  able  to  assemble  60,000  men  on  the  side  of 
Lisle  and  Valenciennes  without  much  delay.  Trogoff,  who  arrived  last, 
says  he  understood  his  troops  were  already  defiling  in  that  direction. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlebbaoh. 

[Enclosubb.] 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Sir  C,  Stuart. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  26th  March,  1815. 

Although  the  intelligence  received  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty's  arrival 
at  Toumay  is  not  yet  considered  as  official,  the  Prince  Regent  has  neverthe- 
less deemed  it  of  importance  to  lose  no  time,  especially  being  informed  of  the 
detention  of  tlie  corps  diplomatique  at  Paris,  to  accredit  a  suitable  represen- 
tative near  His  Majesty's  person. 
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His  Royal  Highness,  under  these  circumstances,  has  directed  ine  to  forward 
to  your  Excellency  the  accompanying  credentials.  The  vicinity  of  the  King 
of  France's  position  to  the  present  seat  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands*  go- 
vernment at  Brussels,  the  Prince  Regent  persuades  himself,  will  permit  of  your 
Excellency's  being  thus  accredited  for  the  moment  without  inconvenience  to 
both  Sovereigns.  Your  experience  of  the  affairs  of  France,  and  your  subsequent 
acquaintance  with  those  of  the  Netherlands,  cannot  fail  under  present  circum- 
stances to  be  productive  of  great  advantage  to  the  combined  interests  of  both 
Sovereigns.  Sliould  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset  be  permitted  to  join  the  King, 
his  Ijordship  will  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  your  Excellency  which  he  did 
to  the  Duko  of  Wellington  when  at  Paris  till  further  orders,  unless,  upon  tlio 
assumption  of  the  command  in  the  Low  Countries  by  his  Grace,  he  should 
think  fit  to  call  upon  Lord  FitzBoy  to  resume  the  functions  of  his  Military 
Secretary. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  your  Excellency's  Secretary  of  Embassy,  Mr.  James, 
has  arrived  at  the  Hague.  If  in  the  execution  of  this  temporary  service  you 
should  deem  Mr.  Gordon's  services  useful,  I  shall  direct  him  on  his  way  to 
Vienna  (for  which  place  he  leaves  town  in  a  few  days)  to  place  himself  at 
your  Excellency's  disposal,  leaving  it  to  you  to  send  him  to  his  destination 
whenever  liis  presence  can  be  dispensed  with. 

On  presenting  your  letters  of  credence  to  the  King  of  France,  you  will  renew 
to  His  Majesty  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  Regent  those  assurances  of  cordial 
and  unshaken  attachment  which  His  Royal  Highness  so  sincerely  feels.  The 
Prince  Regent  awaits  with  impatience  the  development  of  the  events  now  in 
progress ;  and  as  i^pon  as  he  receives  a  full  communication  of  the  views  and  sen- 
timents of  His  Majesty  and  of  the  Sovereigns  assembled  at  Vienna,  he  will 
lose  no  time  in  taking  such  a  determination  upon  the  existing  state  of  affairs 
as  the  security  of  Europe  and  the  preservation  of  the  general  interests  may 
dictate. 

I  hope  the  Duke  of  Wellington  may  bo  expected  to  arrive  at  Brussels  soon 
after  this  despatch.  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  so  regulate  the  messenger's 
journey  as  to  afford  the  best  chance  of  meeting  his  Grace  on  the  road. 

The  accounts  received  to-day  speak  fiotvourably  of  the  public  spirit  in  the 
western  departments,  and  that  a  considerable  force  is  forming  there  in  support 
of  the  King's  cause.  The  south  also  is  represented  as  extremely  well  di^ 
poeed.  Should  these  reports  be  confirmed,  we  may  hope  that  Buouaporte  will 
not  be  enabled  to  draw  much  resource  in  men  aud  money  from  the  country 
beyond  the  Loire.  I  doubt,  however,  their  capacity  to  act  offensively  being 
such  as  to  divert  materially  his  attention  from  the  north,  towards  which  I 
understand  all  the  troops  near  Paris  have  been  put  in  motion ;  Buonaparte 
meaning  himself  to  follow  them  as  soon  as  a  force  sufficient  to  act  with  effect 
is  assembled.  His  first  object  will  be  to  secure  tlie  fortresses,  if  possible  Lisle, 
and  to  complete  the  corruption  of  the  troops  which  still  adhere  to  tlie  King. 

I  long  to  hear  that  the  Prussians  are  advancing,  and  that  an  adequate  foroe 
is  likely  soon  to  be  brought  together,  not  only  to  protect  the  Low  Countries 
against  an  irruption,  but  to  support  whatever  plans  may  be  settled  at  Vienna. 
The  safety  of  lisle  is  an  object  of  the  last  importance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cabtlereagh. 


VOL.  IX.  *I  ^ 
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Viscount  Castlerea/fh  to  Field  Marshal  the  Thdce  of  Wellington, 

My  dear  Lord,  London,  27th  March,  1815. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  in  tlie  hurry  of  their  departure,  the  Foreign  Office 
at  Paris  has  not  been  stripiied  by  the  King's  Ministers  of  any  of  its  contents, 
and  consequently  that  our  secret  treaty  with  Franco  and  Austria,  as  well 
as  all  Prince  Talleyrand's  correspondence,  will  fall  into  Buonaparte's  hands. 
He  will  of  course  try  to  turn  this  to  account,  first,  in  privately  sowing 
discord,  and  if  he  fails  in  this,  he  will  expose'  the  whole  in  the  Moniteur, 

I  have  desired  Sir  C.  Stuart  to  ascertain  from  Blacas  how  the  fact  stands, 
and  leave  it  to  your  judgment  to  take  such  steps  as  you  deem  most  suitable 
for  counteracting  any  unfavourable  impression. 

I  flatter  myself,  after  all  he  knew  long  since,  it  cannot  produce  any 
unfiavourable  impression  on  the  Emperor  of  Russia's  mind.  He  must  feel 
assured  that  the  whole  grew  out  of  differences  now  settled,  and  a  most 
indiscreet  declaration  of  Prince  Hardenberg's.  Tlie  treaty  is  upon  the  face 
of  it  purely  defensive,  and  all  our  proceedings  since  have  proved  this  beyond 
a  doubt. 

In  haste,  ever  yours, 

CASTT.EREAOH. 


Tfie  King  of  Naples  to  the  Orand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 

Monsieur  MON  Frj^RE,  Ancone,  ce  27  Mars,  1815. 

On  m  annonoc  que  Votre  Altesse  Impdriale  s'eloigne  de  la  I'oscaue,  et  on 
assigne  pour  motif  de  son  depart  le  mouvement  de  mes  troupes  que  j'ai  juge' 
n^cessairc  de  faire  avancer  sur  le  Po.  N'ayant  eu  en  aucnn  ciroonstance 
avec  Votre  Altesse  Imp^riale  que  des  relations  amicales,  je  ne  puis  me  per- 
suader qu'elle  ait  consid^r^  mes  troupes  comme  ennemies,  et  qu'elle  ait  cm 
devoir  quitter  ses  ^tats  parcequ'elles  devaient  s'en  approcher.  Si  je  pouvais 
penser  qu'une  telle  id^e  ait  pu  entrer  dans  votre  esprit,  je  m'empresserai  de 
rassurer  Votre  Altesse  Imp^riale,  en  lui  d^larantque  je  n'eus  jamais  ancun 
motif  ni  aucun  projet  d'hostilit^  centre  la  Toscane,  et  mdme  qu'il  ^tait 
dans  mes  intentions  de  ne  pas  faire  passer  mes  troupes  dans  oe  pays  si 
Votre  Altesse  Imp^riale  y  fut  rest^.  Dans  les  circonatanoes  actuelles  il  ne 
serait  pas  sans  danger  que  la  Tosoane  restftt  privde  de  la  presence  de  son 
Souverain.  Le  pays  abandonn^  aux  intrigues  et  aox  paaaioDS  qui  s'agitent 
de  toutes  parts  pourrait  devenir  un  th^fttre  de  d^rdre.  Comme  j*ai  le 
plus  grand  int^rdt  k  pr^venir  tout  ce  qui  pourrait  en  oe  moment  troubler  k 
tranquillity  de  I'ltalie  M^ridionale,  j'ose  prier  Votre  Altesae  Imp^riale  de 
rentrer  k  Florence,  et  je  la  previous  que  si  mon  invitation  demeurait  sans 
efifet  jo  pouvais  me  trouver  dans  la  n^cessit^  de  faire  occuper  militairement 
la  Toscane,  afin  de  la  pr&server  des  troubles  qui  pourraient  s'y  Clever. 

Le  parti  auquel  Votre  Altesse  Imp^riale  s'est  d^termin^  m'a  d'autant 
plus  vivement  affect^  qu'il  paralt  concert^  avec  oelui  qu'a  pris  le  Pkpe. 

Je  ne  peux  dissimuler  h  Votre  Altesse  Imp^ale  que  I'absenoe  des  deux 
Sou  veraina  dont  lea  ^lata  «ib  totmsoX.  ^ca  ^^  c^  voat  se  tnmyer  enke  mon 
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royaurae  et  mon  armfe  pourrait  me  forcer  k  des  mesiires  extraordinwrcs, 
quo  je  voiidrais  ^vitcr. 

Siir  ce  je  prie  Dicn  qu'il  vous  ait ,  Monsieur  mon  fr^i-e,  en  son  sainto  et 
digue  garde. 

Votre  bou  frere, 

JoAcniM  Napoleon. 
[Enclosure.] 

ITie  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  to  the  King  of  Naples, 

Florence,  2  Aprile,  1815. 
La  lettera  di  cui  V.M.  si  fe  dagnata  onorarmi  no  27  corronte  mi  6  ponronuta 
per  mezzo  del  Ministro  di  Ingliiltorra,  non  prima  di  qaesto  giomo.  Essa  mi 
ha  trovata  in  Firenze,  ed  io  non  ho  mai  creduto  che  lo  truppo  di  V.M.  fossoro 
per  tonaro  i  miei  stati.  Ho  gradito  sommamonte  la  dechiaraziono  oho  ella  ha 
la  bonta  <li  iaro  Ball*  immunita  do  mio  territorio  cho  io  non  ho  athialmento  oc- 
casione  di  abandonaro.  Questa  deehiaraziono  pno  sorvire  a  dissipare  cho 
poteesero  eesersi  sparsi  tra  i  miei  sadditi,  i  qnali  prendono  intcresso  a  tntto  cit^ 
cho  mi  rigarde.    Tio  adunqno  so  ne  possero  lo  magg^ori  obbligazioni. 


Prince  Talleyrand's  Amwer  to  a  Note  addressed  to  him  by  Vie  Ambassadors 
at  the  Congress,  renewing  the  engagements  of  the  Treaty  of  Chaumant, 

Vienne,  le  27  Mars,  1815. 

Le  soussignd,  Ministre  et  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  Sa  Majesty  Trte  Chr^tienne, 
ayant  le  d^partement  des  Affaires  Etnmg^res,  a  re^u  la  note  que  lours  Ex- 
cellences Messieurs  les  Ambassadeurs  repr^seutant  au  Congr^  los  Puissances 
signataires  du  Traits  de  Chanmont  lui  out  fait  llionneur  de  lui  adresser, 
en  lui  communiqnant  le  Traits  de  Vienne  du  25  do  ce  mois,  par  lequel  les 
engagements  contract^  par  lo  Traits  de  Chaumont  susdit  sent  rcnonvel^s 
dans  la  vue  de  preserver  la  France  on  particulier,  et  l*Europe  en  g^n^ral, 
des  suites  quo  pourroit  avoir  Tinyasion  de  Buonaparte,  et  de  maintenir 
I'ordre  des  choses  ^tabli  par  le  traits  du  30  Mai,  1814. 

Le  soussign^  prie  lours  Excellences  d'agr^r  tons  ses  remerciments  de  la 
communication  qu'elles  ont  bien  youIu  lui  faire.  II  s'ompressera  de  la  faire 
parvenir  h  Sa  Majesty  Tr^  Chr^tienne  ;  mais  il  a  d6s  h  pr^ent  llionnour 
de  leur  annoncer  qu^l  se  trouve  sufiisamment  autoris^  par  la  tenour  do  ses 
instructions  k  adherer,  au  nom  de  Sa  Majesty  Trte  Chr^tienne,  k  toutos  et 
chacuncs  des  stipulations  oontenues  dans  le  susdit  traits  du  25  de  ce  mois, 
lesquelles  seront  ex^t^  de  la  part  de  Sa  dite  Majesty  dans  toute  la  lati- 
tude des  moyens  dont  les  circonstanoes  lui  permettront  de  disposer. 

Le  Boussign^  a  l^onnour  de  renouveler  k  lours  Excellences  rassuranoe  do 
sa  haute  consideration. 

Lb  Fringe  de  Talletrand. 

[Enclosure.] 

Ocnnmunioation  of  the  Treaty  concluded  at  Congress  to  the  Prince  de 

Talleyrand, 

Vienne,  le  27  Mars,  1815. 

Les  sonssign^  ont  llionnenr  de  communiquer  k  Son  Altesse  Monsieur  le 
Prince  de  Talleyrand  un  traits  qu'ils  yienncnt  de  conolQre,daDB  le  but  de  oonx- 
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socrer  par  un  acte  solcnnol  Ics  d6ci8ion8  que  lenra  angusfces  Souvcroms  ont  jiig6 
k  propos  de  prendre  ^  la  suite  do  Tinvasion  de  Buonaparte  en  France. 

Get  engagement  prouvera  k  Sa  Majcste  Tree  Chr6tienno  leur  invariable  reso- 
lution de  combattre  de  tons  leure  moyens  Tennemi  qui  vient  de  troubler  <lc 
nouvcau  la  tranquillite  de  la  Franco  ct  de  1' Europe.  lis  sent  charges  d'inviter 
le  Roi  k  vouloir  bien  adherer  k  ce  traits,  et  prient  en  consequence  Monsieur  lo 
Prince  de  Talleyrand  de  faire  imm^diatomont  parvonir  k  Sa  Majeste  cutte  com- 
munication. 

Lea  souRsignds  saisisscnt  avec  emprcssemont  cette  occasion  de  renouveler  a 
Son  Altesee  Monsieur  Ic  Prince  de  Talleyrand  Tassurance  do  leur  haute  con- 
sideration. 

Hardenbero.  Rasoumoffskv. 

HuMuoLDT.  Wellington. 

MCTTERNICH.  We^ENUEKG. 

Nesselbode. 


Sir  C.  Stuart  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  WeUihffton, 

Mt  dear  liORD,  Brussels,  27th  March,  18ir>. 

The  statement  in  the  letter  from  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  which  I  referred 
in  my  last,  announcing  the  march  of  Buonajiarte  at  the  head  of  15,000  men 
to  Arras,  turns  out  to  be  unfounded  :  he  certainly  had  not  quitted  Paris  on 
the  24th. 

The  information  of  General  Maison  enumerated  the  different  oorj^s  at  his 
disposition  from  the  livret  of  the  French  army  ;  and  the  assurances  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  with  whom  I  liad  a  very  long  conversation  this  morning, 
confirm  my  belief  that  50,000  men  is  the  utmost  extent  of  force  he  can 
bring  forward  in  the  first  moment :  but  the  error  of  the  Bourbons  in  lea\ing 
3(5,000,000  of  crowns  at  Paris,  and  the  subsequent  capture  at  St.  Omer's  of 
tliree  fourgons,  containing  the  crown  jewels  and  a  sum  in  gold,  amounting 
together  to  nearly  as  much  more,  which  Louis  XVI 11.  was  endeavouring  to 
send  to  England,  give  hini  resources  in  money  which  I  do  not  believe  he 
has  been  able  to  command  at  any  former  period. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  is  convinced  that  ho  cannot,  under  any  time  or 
circumstances  of  prefaratiou,  bring  more  than  150,000  men  into  the  field. 

As  the  strength  of  the  force  to  which  he  is  opix)sed  must  de^x^nd  in  a 
great  measure  ujwn  the  time  which  is  allowed  for  the  reinforcements  which 
arrive  daily,  1  have  strongly  urged  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  confine  his 
present  measures  to  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  cooperation  with  the 
Prussians  and  Dutch,  and  to  avoid  the  commencement  of  hostilities  under 
circumstances  which  may  lead  to  unconnected  efforts,  committing  govern- 
ment at  a  risk  which  no  probable  advantage  can  justify.  Matters  will, 
therefore,  remain  in  their  present  state  at  this  head  quarters  until  your 
Lonlship's  arrival- 

The  reorganization  of  the  Maison  du  Koi  in  the  provinces  of  Belgium, 
which  has  been  recommended  by  the  Duke  de  Eeny,  is  not,  I  understand, 
encouraged  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  tendency  of  such  a  measure 
to  increase  the  hostility  of  the  garrisons  on  the  frontier  leaves  no  cause,  if 
1  am  rigbtly  inioimed,  to  ic^V,  \\i<sa  ^^Beooft, 
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Louis  XVIII.  is  at  Osteiid,  Monsieur  is  at  Ghent,  the  Duke  de  Berry  and 
Prince  de  Cond^  at  Brus'^els,  and  the  Duke  d'Orl^ans  is  gone  to  England. 

Fitzlioy  Somerset  is  still  at  Paris ;  but  no  one  has  heard  from  him  either 
here  or  in  Enjijland. 

The  King  of  the  Netherlands  comes  here  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  faithfully, 

Charles  Stuabt. 


To  the  Comte  de  Nesselrode,  [  855.  ] 

Sir,  Vienna,  28th  March,  1815. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have 
received  the  following  instruction  from  Lord  Viscount  Castle- 
reagh  regarding  the  Russian  debt  in  Holland :  "  If  you  can 
eflPect  this,"  viz.,  have  a  treaty  signed,  placing,  by  an  early 
ratification,  all  arrangements  already  agreed  upon  out  of  the 
reach  of  doubt,  "  you  may  give  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Dutch  plenipotentiary,  an  assurance  in  writing 
that  the  half  of  the  Dutch  loan,  under  the  regulations  as  agreed 
upon,  will  be  defrayed  by  us  and  the  Sovereign  of  the  Nether- 
lands." 

"  I  suggest  a  written  assurance  to  remove  doubts,  considering 
that  the  minor  details  of  the  measure  as  to  interest,  sinking- 
fund,  &c.,  can  be  best  negotiated  here  in  communication  with 
the  Treasury." 

I  request  your  Excellency  therefore  to  give  directions  to  His 
Imperial  Majesty's  Ambassador  in  London  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation  on  this  subject  with  His  Majesty's  and  the  Dutch 
minister  under  the  regulations  as  agreed  upon  with  your  Excel- 
lency. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


To  Prince  Mettemich,  [  866. 


Sir,  Vienna,  28th  March,  1815. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Highness's  note,  in 
which  you  have  enclosed  me  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  21st 
March  from  Marshal  Bellegarde,  and  one  of  the  20th  March 
from   Lord   W.    Bentinck,   in   consequence  of  which  I   have 


* 
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written  a  letter  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  of  which  I  enclose  your 

Highness  the  copy.* 

I  have,  &c., 

Wellington. 


Sir  diaries  Stuart  to  Viscount  Castlereagh, 

My  Lord,  Brussels,  28th  March,  1815. 

llic  ]X)ssibility  of  embarrassment  arising  from  the  knowledge  of  liis 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange's  offers  of  succour  to  Louis  XVIII., 
or  from  acts  of  hostility  taking  place  before  the  instructions  of  His 
Majesty's  government  could  reach  Brussels,  induced  me  to  address  His 
Royal  Highness  the  letters  of  which  I  enclose  copies  on  the  first  alarm 
occasioned  by  the  different  reports  from  the  frontier. 

Not  having,  however,  succeeded  in  dissipating  the  uneasiness  of  the 
Dutch  government,  I  determined  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Baron  de 
Nagell,  and  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Brussels. 

1  accordingly  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  dispositions  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
I  find  matters  -in  the  best  state  which  the  means  at  his  command  will 
admit. 

Although  a  system  of  perfect  good  intelligence  is  otherwise  established 
with  General  Eleist,  the  proposal  of  that  officer  to  pass  the  Meusc  and  to 
occupy  the  district  between  that  river,  the  Sambre,  and  the  French  frontier 
has  not  been  admitted.  The  left  bank  of  the  Meuse,  opposite  Kamur,  is 
therefore  the  extreme  point  of  the  Prince's  cantonments. 

The  whole  British  and  Hanoverian  force,  with  the  exception  of  the 
troops  which  are  necessary  in  the  garrisons,  are  thrown  forward  so  near  the 
frontier  as  to  cover  the  country,  and  to  afford  protection  against  any  move- 
ment which  Buonaparte  may  venture  to  make  imtil  the  arrival  of  succoora 
from  England  shall  permit  measures  of  farther  precaution. 

Although  the  Prussian  Minister  at  the  Hague  has,  1  find,  attempted  to 
give  General  Klcist  a  control  over  the  Dutch  troops  marching  towards  the 
Meuse,  which  would  in  some  measure  have  separated  them  from  the  Anglo- 
Hanoverian  army  under  the  Prince  of  Orange,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
his  suggestions  upon  that  subject  have  not  been  listened  to  either  by  the 
Dutch  government  or  the  Prussian  General  officers :  I  cannot  therefore  think 
that  this  proposition,  more  than  the  refusal  of  the  Prince  to  allow  the 
Prussians  to  cross  the  Meusc,  will  disturb  the  good  understanding  which  is 
so  essential  to  success  at  the  commencement  of  a  campaign. 

The  French  Princes  who  have  taken  refuge  m  this  country  have  been 
exceedingly  desirous  to  avail  themselves  of  these  circumstances  to  reorganize 
the  military  household  of  Louis  XVI II.  to  enable  them  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  Allied  armies  on  the  frontier.  The  results  which  are  to  be 
expected  when  the  intelligence  of  this  measure  shall  transpire  in  France, 
and  the  experience  of  the  mischief  which  the  existence  of  such  a  corps 

*  tioe  W^elliiujton  Dec^^ldiee,  Vd  cdiilou,  vol.  xiL  p.  284. 
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occasioned  to  the  Bourbon  cause  before  the  emigration  of  the  Royal  Family, 
I  think  justify  the  determination  of  the  government  of  this  country  in  not 
countenancing  the  undertaking. 

Antwerp  is  in  part  provisioned  for  four  months,  and  I  understand  that 
the  magazines  will  be  completed  for  that  period  in  ten  days  at  furthest. 
As  the  artillery  which  is  wanted  at  Toumay  has  not  arrived  from  England, 
heavy  guns  have  been  sent  forward  from  the  former  fortress,  which  it  is 
probable  will  be  mounted  this  day  on  the  works  of  that  town.  This 
artillery  must  be  replaced  at  Antwerp  by  the  guns  originally  intended  for 
the  destination  of  Toumay. 

I  have,  &c., 

Charles  Stuart. 


[Enclosures.] 

I. 
Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 

Sir,  The  Hague,  2 1  st  March,  1815. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Royal  Highnesses  letter  of  the  18th, 
making  known  the  arrangements  which  your  Royal  Highness  had  deemed 
expedient  to  enable  the  combined  uruiy  to  take  the  field,  in  case  the  progress 
of  public  affairs  in  Franco  should  menace  the  safety  of  the  Low  Countries. 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  Royal  Highness  that  these  measures  will  be  seconded 
by  every  puasible  exertion  on  the  part  of  tlio  King's  government,  who  have 
issued  orders  for  the  provisioning  of  Antwerp)  and  Ostend  for  four  months,  and 
for  tlie  immediate  departure  of  the  artillery  to  be  placed  at  Yprcs,  Ostend, 
and  Toumay. 

I  cannot  better  explain  to  your  Royal  Highness  the  opinions  of  His  Majesty's 
govenuncnt  respecting  any  movement  into  France  on  the  part  of  the  Allied 
and  British  troops,  than  by  reference  to  the  instructions  transmitted  from  Lord 
Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Lord  FitzRoy  Somerset,  which 
express  the  hope  that  His  Most  Cliristian  Majesty  will  feel  the  importance  of 
not  prematurely  seeking  the  aid  of  foreign  troops,  especially  if  the  magnitude 
of  the  force  is  not  such  as  unconnectcdly  to  render  cfTcctutil  service. 

Under  these  cireiuustances  your  Royal  Highness  will,  I  am  convinced,  sec 
the  propriety  of  maintaining  a  strict  silence  upon  the  subject  of  M.  Tripp's 
and  General  Fagel's  communications  with  BI.  do  Blacus  respecting  the 
movements  of  the  army  imder  your  Royal  Highuess's  command. 

On  receiving  the  first  accounts  of  Buonaparte  s  progress  to  Lyons  I  lout  no 
time  in  recommending  tlie  Duke  of  Cambridge  to  adopt  every  measure  which 
circumstances  should  permit  to  put  the  remaining  corps  of  the  Hanoverian 
army  into  movement,  so  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  co-opemto  with  the 
British,  Dutch,  and  Prussians,  if  events  should  require  ;  and  His  Royal  Highness 
informs  me,  inider  date  the  18th  March,  that  orders  liavo  been  issued  for  the 
ininKHliato  tissemhly  of  1(^000  men  between  the  Ems  and  Weseri  who  will  be 
really  to  take  tlio  fiehl  about  the  27th  or  28th. 

I  have,  &c., 

CilAlU.ES  StL  AUI . 
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11. 
Sir  Charles  Stuart  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 

SiB,  The  Hague,  25th  March,  1815. 

The  arrival  of  tho  packet  from  England  having  brought  me  instractionis  for 
the  gnidance  of  my  conduct  in  tho  present  emergency,  dated  tiie  22nd  of  tliid 
month,  it  is  very  necessary  that  I  should  lose  no  time  in  laying  before  your 
Royal  Highness  the  sentiments  of  His  Majesty's  government  respecting  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  moment,  as  the  important  question  of  peace  or 
war  may  in  some  measure  depend  upon  the  dispositions  of  tho  army  under 
your  command. 

In  despatches,  dated  the  21st,  Lord  Bathurst  and  Lord  Gastlcreagh  dis- 
tinctly observe  that  although  they  consider  it  highly  expedient  every  measure 
of  precaution  wluch  can  contribute  to  the  security  and  protection  of  the 
frontier  sliould  be  adopted  without  delay,  yet  it  is  particularly  desirable  tliat 
I  should,  under  no  circumstances,  recommend  an  actual  invasion  of  the 
French  territory  or  a  recourse  to  hostilities  until  I  receive  further  instructiuns 
from  His  Majesty's  government  Although  I  consider  your  Royal  Highness's 
intention  of  moving  forward  in  co-operation  with  the  Prussian  army  under 
General  Kleist  to  be  the  result  of  a  determination  to  occupy  the  positions 
within  the  Belgic  frontier  which  military  experience  may  point  out  to  be 
advisable,  tlie  serious  consequences  of  any  offensive  measure  before  the  above- 
mentioned  instructions  of  His  Majesty's  government  shall  be  known  impose 
upon  me  tho  duty  of  preventing  any  possible  misconception  by  addressing  the 
present  communication  to  your  Royal  Highness. 

I  have,  &e., 

CnARLES  Stcart. 


Un  Mot  sur  le  Rttour  de  Napoleon  Buonaparte  a  Paris* 

Le  rctour  subite  do  cct  bomme  extraordinaire  a  paru  si  dtonnant  jar  .sa 
rapidite',  la  facility  avcc  laquclle  il  est  remontd  sur  un  trdne  qu'il  vcnait  ik 
IKJine  de  quitter  nous  a  paru  si  singiilier,  que  notre  premiere  pcns<5e  nous  a 
induit  k  croire  qu*il  avait  dt^  appclle  par  un  parti,  et  que  mcme  son  chemin 
a  ^te'  jollon^  jxir  quelqucs  agents  fideles. 

Je  partageais  cctte  opinion  lorsquc  jo  suis  arrivd  au  milieu  de  ce  peiipK' 
l^ger,  qui,  changeant  de  raoeurs  et  d'habitudes  Ji  cbaque  oscillation  politique, 
n'est  jamais  si  prea  d*abandonncr  Tobjet  de  ses  affections  que  lorsqu'il  lui 
renouvellc  sernient  du  fiddlitd. 

J'ai  rotrouve  sur  la  sc^ne  les  mfimes  hommes  que  depuis  Taurore  de  la 
Revolution  de  ce  jmys  ont  tour  a  tour  ddtruits  et  ^rig^s  les  divers  jx)u- 
voirs  ou  factions  qui  out  successivement  gouvemd  la  France  depuis  25  ans, 
et  qui  enfin,  apr^  avoir  servi  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  ont  ^td  les  macbinatcurs 
les  plus  actifs  de  sa  destruction.  A  la  ve'rit^  il  s'dtoit  se])ar^  d  eux  depuis 
quclques  anuses ;  et  comme  aucunc  ne  trouvoit  de  s^uritd  pour  Taveuir  au 

•  Malta,  6th  Nov.,  1815. 
I  certify  the  following  to  be  a  true  copy  made  by  me  from  a  paper  in  the 
handwriting  of  Lieutenaut-Gcneral  Savary,  and  which  I  returned  to  him. 

Fked.  Hankev,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
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milieu  des  agitations  contimieUes  d'une  conscience  surcbarg^e,  ils  ont  taut 
faits  qu*ils  se  sont  reudus  n^cesaaires  an  r^tablisaeinent  de  la  dynastie  des 
Bourbons,  aux  malbeurs  de  laquello  ils  avoicnt  si  puissamment  coutribuds 
dans  des  ^poques  ant^rieures.  Us  comptent  sur  un  oubli  du  pass^  niais 
par  pr^ution  ils  auront  qnelqnes  nouvelles  intrigues  prdtes  k  fairc  jou^ir 
centre  la  l^itimitd  de  leur  Souverain,  sMl  ose  songer  k  faire  examiner  leur 
oonduito.  lis  veulent  qu'il  en  soit  en  ceci  comme  du  myst^ro  de  la  Trinite, 
bors  de  la  portde  de  rintelligence  bumainc. 

Je  n*ai  pas  perdu  mon  temps  h  Paris.  Pendant  roon  sdjour  j*ai  vu  des 
bommes  do  bien  des  opinions  diff^rentcs,  et  il  faut  Tavouer  fort  pcu  qui 
m*avait  paru  avoir  ime  confiance  enti^re  dans  un  avenir  paisible.  Les  uns 
ct  les  autres  m*ont  parld  avec  tant  de  bonne  foi  de  ce  qui  a  pr^c^d^  et  suivi 
le  retour  de  Buonafjarte,  quHls  m*ont  rangd  de  leurs  opinions.  D*apr^s  ce 
qu*ils  m*ont  racont^  de  cette  bardie  entreprisc  ils  sont  convaincus  que  Buo- 
naparte n^avoit  aucun  intelligence  ni  aucun  point  de  contact  avec  la  France, 
pas  mdme  avec  les  personnes  qui  lui  conscrvoient  Ic  plus  sincere  attacbe- 
raent ;  et  je  tiens  de  quelqu'un  qui  dtoit  h  Tile  d'Elbe  avec  lui,  qu'effcctive- 
ment  il  s*y  plaignoit  quelques  fois  de  cet  ^tat  d^abandon  ctd*oubli.  Mais 
il  fit  rien  pour  leur  donner  de  ses  nouvelles,  ni  en  avoir  des  leurs.  11 
recevoit  exactement  les  journaux  Fraii9ais  ;  son  babitudo  de  les  lire,  et  de 
juger  de  I'^tat  do  Topinion  d*apr^  eux,  dtoit  restd  le  memo,  ct  il  forma  la 
sienne  sur  Tdtat  dans  lequel  devoit  etre  les  esprits  en  France,  par  la  lecture 
desactes  du  gouvemement;  et  en  fin,  pour  me  servir  des  expressions  de  sa 
compagnon  de  sa  retraite,  "son  agent  k  Paris  dtoit  le  MaiiiteurJ* 

Au  mois  de  Novembro,  1814,  il  commenca  k  se  former  k  Paris  une  oppo- 
sition manifesto  au  syst^me  que  les  Bourbons  vouloient  ramener  en  France. 
Plusieurs  attentes  maladroites,  port^e  soit  k  la  liberty  personnelle  ou  a  Id 
reputation  de  quelques  individus,  alarmaient  la  tranquillity  de  tous,  et  furcnt 
le  pr^texte  que  Ton  saisit  pour  commencer  k  se  mettre  en  defense.  On  no 
so  voyoit  pas  encore*  mais  en  se  rencontrant  on  se  comprenoit  k  Toeil  ou  a 
demi  mots. 

n  y  a  en  France  trop  d'bommes  experiment's  en  revolution,  et  accou- 
tum's  k  tater  le  pouls  k  Topinion,  pour  n*avoir  pas  observe  T'tat  de  Tat- 
mospbere  politique :  dans  cette  circonstance  ils  commcncerent  d^  lors  k 
songer  k  eux-memes,  parcequ  une  fois  que  Ton  est  mis  sur  I'avant-sc^ne 
comme  ils  sont  fait,  il  y  auroit  du  danger  pour  eux  k  vouloir  rentrer  dans 
la  coulisse,  oH  des  rivaux  ne  manquoroient  ]ms  d*allcr  les  atteindre  pour  les 
mettre  dans  Timpossibilitd  de  nuire  k  lours  projets. 

Cet  etat  do  I'opinion  en  France  faisoit  cbaque  jour  des  progres,  et  a  la  fin 
de  D'cembre  la  I'amille  royale  'toit  le  sujet  des  plaisanterics  universelles, 
dun  manque  de  respect,  et  en  un  mot  sur  une  |x?nte  de  dik^linaison  dans 
laquelle  non  sculcment  il  ne  lui  'toit  possible  do  s*arr6ter,  mais,  au  con- 
traire,  qui  prenoit  scnsiblement  de  Taccdie ration. 

Les  macbinateurs  de  revolution  observoient  attentivement  cot  'tat  de 
cboses,  et  activoient  ou  retardoient  leurs  mouvements  selon  quMls  i>ouvoient 
le  faire  plus  ou  moins  sans  danger. 

En  partant  pour  le  Congrte  de  Vienne,  M.  de  Talleyrand  avoit  emmend 
avec  lui,  en  personnel,  les  moyens  d'etre  en  communication  exacte  avec  les 
diffiSrentes  cotdries  qui  alloicnt  se  former  de  toutes  parts  k  Paris,  et  il  avoit 
laisse  k  Paris  oeux  d'etre  infonnd  de  m^me  a  Vienne  de  tout  ce  qui  lui 
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dcvicndroit  n^cessaire  d'apprendre.  II  ne  tarda  done  pas  k  connoitrc  tout 
le  progrte  que  faisoit  ropposition ;  et  oomme  de  loin  les  objets  groesissent 
toujours,  il  se  laissa  facilement  persuader  qu*il  feroit  des  vains  efforts  pour 
soutenir  une  maison  au  retour  de  laquelle  il  avoit  ^t^  fon;^  de  consentir 
oontre  son  proprc  int^rdt ;  qu*il  lui  seroit  plus  avantageus.  de  se  ranger  du 
c6t6  de  la  majority  absolue,  laquelle  ^toit  d^id^  h  tout  tenter  pour  obtenir 
la  Rdgence ;  parcequ'enfin  il  auroit  encore  la  gloire  d'avoir  par  son  babiletd 
amen^  le  changement  qui  au  fond  ^toit  son  premier  projet. 

Tout  ce  qu'on  ^rivoit  de  Paris  sur  T^tat  de  la  France  ^toit  unanime,  ct 
il  ne  s'agissoit  plus  que  de  savoir  du  quel  odt^  on  feroit  crouler  T^fice,  et 
comment  on  s'y  prendroit. 

Les  faiseurs  se  pr^parent  done  k  6difier  un  nouvel  ouvrage.  II  y  avoit  k 
Vienne,  avec  M.  de  Talleyrand,  le  Due  d'Alberg.  C'^toit  ordinairemeut  lui 
qui  alloit  porter  les  communications  ambigues,  et  en  g^n^ral  tout  ce  qui 
^toit  bors  des  biens^nces ;  on  s'inqui^toit  pen  des  mauvais  suco^  qu*il 
pouvoit  avoir,  mais  en  bon  scrviteur  il  fieusoit  hommage  k  cclui  qui  Tern- 
ployoit  de  toutes  les  bonnes  fortunes  qui  lui  survenoit. 

J*ai  appris  k  Paris,  et  M.  Fouch^  le  disoit  assez  haut,  que  depuis  long- 
temps  avant  le  retour  de  Buonaparte  il  avoit  une  correspondance  suivie 
avec  M.  de  Mettemich ;  Ton  m'a  mdme  fait  voir  quelqu*un  de  ses  amis  que 
Tavoit  lue.  M.  Fouch^  disoit  quMl  ne  s*occupoit  de  rien,  lorsqu'il  revolt 
directement  une  ouverture  de  M.  de  Mettemich:  elle  ^toit  claire,  et  si 
positive  que  Ton  ne  pouvoit  se  m^prendre  sur  la  nature  des  relations  qui 
dtoient  ^tablies  k  Vienne  par  le  canal  du  Due  d'Alberg,  k  cdt^  de  cellcs 
qu'on  y  traitoit  officiellement  avec  les  pouvoira  du  Roi  de  France. 

Quelque  ait  4t4  la  conviction  morale  de  M.  Fouch^  sur  ce  point,  il  ne 
voulut  cependant  pas  rdpondre  k  oette  ouverture  avant  d*dtre  plus  ample- 
ment  inform^,  et  c'est  apr^  qu*on  Teut  satisfait  qu'il  commenca  k  mettre  la 
main  k  Toeuvre. 

La  nature  des  propositions  de  M.  de  Mettemich  ^toit  praise.  II  les 
posoicnt  en  trois  questions,  dont  les  r^ponses  doivcnt  lui  faire  connoitre 
I'e'tat  de  Topinion  en  France.  Celle  des  trois  sur  laquelle  il  insistoit  jmr- 
ticuli^rement  ^tait  relative  au  r^tablissement  du  jeune  N.  sous  la  r^euce 
de  sa  m^rc.  Cette  id^  plaisoit  gen^ralement  en  France ;  aussi  la  rdponse 
de  M.  Fouchd  fut  favorable.  II  s'dtablit  depuis  lors  une  commerce  de 
lottres  a  ce  sujet,  desquelles  M.  Fouchd  tiroit  toutes  series  d'argumcnts 
qu*il  jetoit  dans  le  monde,  tout  en  prdparant  Texecution  du  projet  dont  il 
devenoit  le  cheville  ouvrier. 

La  classe  des  artisans  a  Paris  dtoit  dans  une  extreme  indigence,  et  ofTroit 
bcaucoup  do  moyens  de  soul^vemont.  L'armdc  professoit  hautement  ses 
priucipes,  et  son  attachcment  pour  Buonaparte.  C  est  dans  oes  deux  dl^ments 
que  M.  Fouchd  chercha  les  moyens  d'exdcution.  Paris  dtoit  rempli  de 
g^udraux  do  toutes  les  armdes ;  il  fit  pratiquer  ceux  commo  pour  etre  doue's 
d'uQO  grande  bravoure  personnelle,  et  k  la  fois  susoeptibles  d'dtre  ^ectrisds ; 
il  en  out  beaucoup  plus  qu'il  ne  lui  en  falloit,  et  e'est  par  Ik  qu*il  prdj^m 
dans  toutes  les  divisions  militaires  un  mouvement  qui  devoit  partir  comme 
relectricite  mfime. 

Tout  etoit  pret  ix)ur  agir  loi*siiu'il  fut  dans  Tobligation  do  prendre  qiiclqucs 
confidants  ix)ur  composer  une  commission  du  gouvemement,  «iui  soroit 
devcuu  iudispcnsablement  udccssaire  immddiatement  apr6s  la  chute  dvR 
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Bourbons.  C'est  dfes  ce  moment  que  son  projet  commenfa  k  devenir 
^pineux,  et  e£fectivement  parmi  les  collaborateurs  qu*il  s'associa  il  y  eut 
de  la  diversity  d'opinion.  Mais  il  les  ramena  k  la  sienne  en  leur  disant 
que  le  seul  moycn  d'arriver  h.  avoir  PEmpeieur,  oommo  ils  le  ddsiroient, 
c'^toit  de  oommencer  par  la  r^gence,  parceque  le  fils  sauroit  bien  ramener 
le  p6re.  Les  persuada>tril?  ou  eux-mdmes  prirent  la  resolution  de  le 
tromper,  et  de  profiter  de  tout  ce  qu'il  avoit  d^jk  fait  dans  le  but  de  toumer 
le  tout  au  b^n^fice  de  Buonaparte. 

C'est  ce  qu*on  n'a  pu  me  dire,  mais  les  choses  ^toient  d'accord,  et  Von 
n'attendoit  plus  qu'une  r^ponse  de  Vienne  pour  commencer,  lorsque  tout-a- 
coup  Napol^n  Buonaparte  d^rqua  k  Cannes  I  II  se  fait  pr^der  de 
proclamations,  et  du  bruit  que  sa  femme  et  son  fils  viennent  le  joindre  si 
bien,  que  tout  le  monde  le  crut.  Est-ce  une  inspiration  qu*il  a  eu  ?  Le 
fait  est  que  le  languge  dtoit  si  conforme  k  celui  que  tenoit  les  gens  do 
M.  Fouch^,  que  tout  le  monde  luifit  les  compliments  d*un  ^v^nement  dont 
il  ^toit  int^rieurement  fort  m^content. 

Les  bruits  de  Tarriv^e  de  la  femme  et  du  fils  de  Buonaparte  lui  firent 
80up9onner  qu*il  avoit  6t6  }o\i4  par  Talleyrand,  qu*il  supposoit  s*dtre  servi 
de  lui  pour  tout  pr^i)arer,  et  ensuite  avoir  fait  pr^venir  Buonaparte  k  Tile 
d'Elbe  qu'il  n'y  avoit  plus  qu'k  se  montrer.  II  ^toit  d*autant  plus  port^ 
k  croirc  que  Talleyrand  no  laisseroit  pas  ^happer  Poccasion  d'entrer  en ' 
griice  avec  Naix>ldon,  qu'il  les  avoit  fort  mecontent  des  Bourbons.  C'est 
ce  qui  d^cida  Fouchd  k  faire  commencer  le  mouvement  des  troupes 
lorsqu'il  sent  Buona])arte  k  Lyon.  Le  mouvement  eut  lieu,  et  Fouch^ 
arriva  au  cb&teau  des  Tuileries  au  secours  du  vainqueur,  en  lui  disant  qu'il 
n'avoit  pas  perdu  de  temps  k  ordonner  aux  troupes  de  marcher,  afin  que  s'il 
avoit  rcnoontr^  quelques  obstacles  en  chemin  il  cut  trouvd  de  suite  de  quoi 
les  lever.  Buonaparte  eut  I'air  de  le  croire,  ainsi  Fouchd  fut-il  derechef  son 
miuistre. 

Pendant  que  Foucb^  se  croyoit  jou^  par  Talleyrand  k  Vienne,  Talleyrand 
80  croyoit  joud  par  Fouche  a  Paris.  11  n'en  douta  plus  lorsqu'il  le  vit 
Ministre  de  la  Police,  lis  s'observoient  tout  deux  lorsque  Talleyrand,  apr^ 
setre  vu  proscrit,  imagina  do  faire  envoy er  par  M.  de  Mettemich  un 
courrier  particnlier  k  Fouchd  pour  lui  demandcr  des  details  sur  un  dv^ne- 
meut  aussi  surprenaut  qu'inattendu,  et  determiner  par  lui  ofifrir  tous  les 
moycns  de  rAutricho  pour  la  rdgence,  ou  tout  autre  ordre  de.cboses ;  d'offrir 
mSmo  la  rdpubliquo.  FoucLe  rofut  le  courrier.  Peu  apr^  M.  de  Metter- 
uich  lui  demanda  par  un  autre  courrier  d'euvoyer  en  tel  endroit  de  la  ville 
do  Basle  un  agent  k  lui  avec  des  sigues  de  rcconnoissance,  qu'il  lui  in- 
diquoit;  qu'il  s'y  trouveroit  quelqu'un  pour  reconnoitre  son  envoye  et 
I'entreteuir. 

Jc  uo  sais  comment  il  arriva  que  Buonaparte  connut  I'entr^e  de  ce 
courrier  k  Paris.  II  le  fit  arreter  avant  qu'il  eut  6td  chez  M.  Fouchd,  lui  fit 
prendre  ses  ddpechcs,  dont  ou  tira  des  cojncs  avant  de  remettre  le  tout  en  son 
lieu  et  place.  On  garda  le  courrier  jusqu'k  ce  qu'on  eut  pu  envoyer  un 
faux  dmissaire  a  Basle,  muni  des  signes  de  rcconnoissanccs  indiqu^  par 
M.  de  Metternich ;  puis  on  renvoye  le  courrier  achever  sa  mission,  en  lui 
de'fendant  de  ricn  dire  do  cc  qui  lui  etoit  arriv^.  Le  amrrier  promet  tout 
pour  avoir  sa  liberty,  mais  le  premier  usage  qu'il  en  fit  fut  cu  s  acquittaut 
do  sa  mission  do  nvcouter  k  M.  do  Fouchd  toutc  sa  mesa  venture.     Celui-ci 
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86  garda  bien  d*envoyer  qui  que  le  soit  k  Basle,  et  dte  lors  ne  douta  plus 
quo  Ton  n'etoit  plus  sa  dupe.  11  se  regarda  comme  perdu,  et  il  ne  s'occupa 
X>lus  que  de  perdre  Buonaparte :  il  ne  lui  remet  aucun  oonipte  de  rarrivee  du 
courrier  Autrichien,  et  ne  lui  communiqua  rien  des  ant^c^ents  de  son 
intrigue ;  mais  il  donna  la  plus  grande  publicity  aux  propositions  de  Metter- 
nich,  ct  par  1^  diminua  consid^rablement  le  nombre  des  partisans  de 
Buonaparte.  Lui-mdme  Fouch^  y  croyoit  de  bonne  foi,  et  voilk  comme 
il  s*est  rendu  lui-m§me  Tinstrument  de  la  vengeance  que  Talleyrand  vouloit 
tirer  de  lui. 

L*un  et  Tautre  furent  bientot  d^bus^,  et  reconnurent  qu'ils  8*etoient 
r^iproquemcnt  fait  peur.  Dha  lors  ils  se  rapprocberont,  et  cVst  par  la 
crainte  du  mal  que  Talleyrand  pouvait  encore  ressentir  de  la  part  de  Fouche 
quMl  le  fit  nommer  Ministre  du  Roi  Louis  XVIII.  Ces  deux  hommes, 
r^unis  k  Paris,  ont  travaill^  de  concert  k  faire  ^oigner  et  proscrire  les  per- 
sonnes  desquelles  ils  pouvoient  craindre  les  divulgations,  et  ont  tant  fait 
qu'ils  ont  dtabli  dans  Topinion  du  parti  du  Roi  que  le  retour  de  Buona^^arto 
^toit  Tcouvre  d'une  intrigue  de  quelques-uns  de  ses  partisans  quMls  signal- 
oient  k  la  justice,  tandis  qu'ils  savent  bien  que  ce  retour  n'a  eu  aucun 
ant^c^dent,  pas  plus  que  celui  d*Egypte,  et  ils  savent  bien  mieux  encon? 
que  la  ve'ritable  conspiration  ^toit  celle  qui  se  trainoit  a  Vienne  dans  des 
I)etites  conferences  particuli^rcs,  dont  eux-mdmes  les  deux  bommes  rivaux 
et  ennemis  ^toient  les  directeurs,  et  auroient  retired  les  premiers  fruits. 

II  y  a  quel  que  chose  de  bien  singulier  dans  la  carri^re  politique  de  ces 
deux  horames.  Tout  deux  prctres,  ayant  sillonn^  en  mfime  temps  lea 
diverses  ^poques  de  la  revolution  a  bords  opposes,  ils  sont  par  des  direc- 
tions differentes  toujours  arrive  au  meme  port. 

C'est  au  moins  un  heureux  prdsage  pour  Tavenir ;  car  enfin  ces  longues 
suites  de  tragedies  doivent  avoir  un  terme,  et  ces  revolutions  cesseront 
quand  leurs  machinatcurs  ne  seront  plus.  C'est  le  plus  sage  avis  k  donncr 
au  Roi  de  France,  et  il  faut  esp^rer  que  nos  deux  habiles  fourbes  seront 
aussi  exacts  au  rendezvous  que  le  m^pris  gdndral  leur  assigne  sur  le  meme 
banc  de  justice. 

Ainsi  soit,  etc. 
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Tlie  Allies  had  declared  that  they  would  not  treat  with  Buonaparte,  and 
would  not  consent  to  his  remaining  at  the  head  of  the  French  government ; 
but  that  they  would  not  attempt  to  force  any  other  leader  or  form  of 
government  upon  France  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  French  nation. 

This  declaration  was  approved  by  the  British  government,  and  the 
Ministers  called  upon  Parliament  to  grant  large  supplies,  upon  the  plea 
that  it  would  enable  the  Allies  to  enter  France  immediately  and  put  down 
Buonaparte  before  he  could  have  time  to  assemble  an  army  to  oppose  them  ; 
whereas,  if  time  were  allowed  him,  he  might  become  powerful,  although 
Lord  Liverpool  said  he  had  information,  upon  which  he  could  rely,  that  the 
nation  was  decidedly  adverse  to  Buonaparte,  and  that  he  was  only  supporteii 
by  a  military  conspiracy,  which  might  easily  be  put  down  by  an  immediate 
effort. 
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Lord  W.*8  objections  to  this  course  of  policy  were  as  follows : 

He  thought  it  a  great  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Allies  to  direct  their 
hostility  personally  and  exclusively  against  Buonaparte,  instead  of  against 
the  Revolutionary  system  of  France.  That  the  declaration  was  a  virtual 
abandonment  of  the  Bourbons,  and  an  engagement  not  to  disturb  any  other 
form  of  government  or  party  in  France,  provided  Buonaparte  was  not  at  the 
head  of  it.  That  such  a  declaration  was  a  great  encouragement  to  the 
Jacobins,  into  whose  hands  Buonaparte  had  thrown  himself,  to  assume  tlie 
government ;  and  that  he  did  not  see  that  the  situation  of  England  would 
be  improved  by  placing  France  under  a  Jacobinical  government,  with 
Gamot  at  the  head,  and  perhaps  Buonaparte  in  command  of  her  armies. 

That  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Ministers  asked  for  supplies  were  not 
founded  in  fact. 

If  an  immediate  advance  of  the  Allies  was  practicable.  Lord  W.  might 
not  perhaps  oppose  it ;  because,  from  the  dispersed  and  unprepared  state 
of  the  French  army,  it  was  possible  that  Buonaparte  might  have  been 
put  down  without  bloodshed  and  without  the  risk  of  protracted  warfare. 
But  it  was  evident,  from  the  distance  to  which  the  Russian  and  the  other 
Allied  armies  had  retired,  that  three  months  at  least  must  elapse  before 
they  could  enter  France  in  force  ;  that  Buonaparte  being  in  the  midst  of 
the  resources  of  France,  and  so  near  to  the  scene  of  action,  if  left  to  himself 
for  two  or  three  mouths,  he  would  certainly  have  an  army  equipped,  and 
probably  obtain  a  declaration  of  the  will  of  the  nation  in  his  favour ;  and 
before  that  time  could  elapse  he  would  certainly  strike  the  first  blow,  and 
that  possibly  the  Duke  of  Wellington  might  be  driven  from  the  Nether- 
lands before  he  could  be  supported. 

That  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  advance  immediately  and  anticii>ato 
Bu«)na]^rte  was  a  fallacy.  That  three  months  of  military  inactivity  must 
inevitably  take  place  on  our  side,  and  that  it  was  unwise  to  forego  the 
possible  advantage  of  negotiation  in  that  interval,  if  it  had  no  other  object 
than  to  ascertain  the  real  inclination  of  the  French  people,  and  whether 
they  might  not  be  disposed  to  choose  a  government,  with  or  without 
Buonaparte,  which  would  be  agreeable  to  themselves  and  promise  tranquillity 
to  Europe.  That  the  appearance  of  negotiation  would  at  all  events  distract 
parties  in  France ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  refusal  to  listen  to  any 
proposal,  added  to  the  general  preparations  for  the  invasion  of  France, 
were  calculated  to  unite  the  French  nation  in  support  of  Buonaparte. 

But  Lord  W.'s  greatest  objection  to  plunge  into  a  new  war  (inde- 
pendently of  the  exhausted  situation  of  this  country)  was  that  he  could 
not  foresee  any  benefit  that  could  be  expected  by  England,  even  in  the 
event  of  complete  success.  The  object  of  the  Allies,  in  the  event  of 
Success,  was  to  remove  Buonaparte  and  replace  Louis  XVI IL  on  the  throne. 
Lord  W.  was  convinced  that  Buonaparte's  resistance  would  be  greater  than 
Ministers  expected;  and  although  he  felt  the  Allies  would  ultimately 
succeed  if  they  persisted,  his  expectation  of  the  benefit  to  the  general  tran-  • 
quillity  of  Europe  which  it  was  hoped  would  result  from  the  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons  had  been  very  much  weakened  by  the  short  experiment  which 
had  been  made  of  the  effect  of  their  authority  in  France.  Neither  the  dis- 
position they  had  shown  towards  England,  nor  their  capacity  for  governing 
the  French  people,  seemed  to  hold  forth  any  inducement  for  this  country 
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to  make  great  sacrifices  for  tlic  restoration  of  that  family.  It  was  evident 
that  they  had  given  dissatisfaction  to  the  French  j^eople,  and  had  lost 
almost  all  the  popularity  which  seemed  to  attend  their  return  to  France  in 
1814.  Notwithstanding  Lord  Liverpool's  information,  Lord  W.  thought 
that  Buonaparte's  uninterrupted  progress  to  Paris  and  the  overthrow 
of  the  King's  authority  throughout  France  in  ten  days,  without  a  shot 
being  fired,  was  a  strong  proof  that  the  nation  did  not  wish  for  tlie 
Bourbons  now,  whatever  might  have  been  the  case  last  year. 

In  the  event  of  the  most  complete  success,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  a  loner 
campaign,  or  probably  two  campaigns  (for  the  events  which  produced 
the  sudden  termination  of  the  war  could  not  have  been  foreseen),  although 
Louis  XVIII.  might  be  restored,  it  was  manifest  that  he  could  not  (in  the 
existing  temper  of  the  French  nation)  be  maintained  upon  the  throne 
without  the  presence,  for  a  considerable  time,  of  a  large  British  military 
force ;  and  considering  the  financial  state  of  this  country,  and  the  imjvitic'nco 
which  the  i»eople  of  England  might  be  expected  to  feel  under  the  continu- 
ance of  their  burthens  during  a  iieriod  of  nominal  peace.  Lord  W.  was  of 
opinion  that  such  a  state  of  things  had  many  disadvantages  which  would 
not  attend  a  state  of  actual  war. 
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